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Tobacco. — In  a recent  lecture  in  England,  the  Dean  of  Carlisle  stated  that  in  1856, 
33,000,000  pounds  of  tobacco  were  consumed  in  that  country,  at  an  expense  of  $40,000,000, 
over  $26,000,000  of  which  went  in  duties  to  the  government.  In  1821  the  average  annual 
consumption  was  11^  ounces  to  each  person;  in  1853  it  had  risen  to  19  ounces.  In  France 
jnuch  more  is  consumed  in  proportion  to  the  population,  the  emperor  clearing  $20,000,000 
annually  by  the  government  monopoly.  In  Denmark  the  annual  consumption  averages  70 
ounces  to  each  person,  in  Belgium  73  ounces,  and  in  America  the  average  is  vastly  higher. 
It  is  calculated  that  2,000,000  tons,  or  4,480,000,000  pounds  of  tobacco  are  annually  used 
in  the  world,  at  a cost  sufficient  to  pay  for  all  the  bread  corn  used  in  Great  Britain.  It  is 
boasted  that  100,000,000  of  the  human  race  are  smokers.  In  New  York  city  it  is  stated 
that  there  are  about  200,000  smokers,(^each  using  two  cigars  daily,  making,  at  an  average 
of  four  cents  each,  the  sum  of  $16,000  daily,  or  $5,840,000  a year,  wasted  in  smoking  in  this 
city  alone.  There  are  about  900,000,000  cigars  manufactured  in  the  same  city  annually, 
amounting,  at  the  same  price,  to  $36,000,000. 

Benevolence  of  British  Christians. — During  1859  there  were  contributed  to  about 
thirty  of  the  principal  religious  societies  of  Great  Britain  $4,262,435,  an  average  of  $82,000 
a week,  over  $11,000  a day,  and  nearly  $500  an  hour.  And  yet  this  is  but  a portion  of 
the  amount  given  in  that  country  for  evangelical  and  benevolent  purposes.  The  income  of 
thi!  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  was  $774,530;  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society, 
$645,330;  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  $610,440;  of  the  P-eligious  Tract  Society, 
$189,490;  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  $366,440. 

The  Greatest  Seaport  of  the  World. — In  1857  the  amount  of  tonnage  belonging  to 
Liverpool  was  936,022  tons,  being  76,882  tons  greater  than  that  of  London.  Nearly  half 
of  all  the  product  exported  from  England  was  shipped  from  this  port.  The  amount  of  ship- 
ping which  entered  and  cleared  during  that  year  was  more  than  9,000,000  tons ; of  the  ves- 
sels from  abroad,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  numerous  were  from  the  United  States.  A 
large  portion  of  the  British,  and  also  of  the  German  emigration  to  foreign  and  colonial 
countries,  flows  through  Liverpool.  The  docks  of  Liverpool,  which  are  her  pride,  cover 
400  acres  of  water,  extending  a distance  of  five  miles  on  the  Liverpool  side  of  the  river,  and 
two  on  the  Birkenhead  side.  The  sea-wall  along  the  Liverpool  side,  by  which  the  shipping 
in  dock  is  preserved  from  wind  and  storm,  is  more  than  five  miles  long,  with  an  average 
thickness  of  eleven  feet,  and  an  average  height  from  the  foundations  of  forty  feet. 

Birds  the  Farmer’s  Friends. — An  intelligent  farmer  boy  in  Illinois  observed  a small 
flock  of  quails  commencing  at  one  side  of  a cornfield,  taking  about  five  rows  regularly 
through  the  field,  scratching  and  picking  around  every  hill,  then  returning  and  taking  an- 
other five  rows,  till  thinking  they  were  pulling  up  the  corn,  he  shot  one,  and  then  examined 
the  field.  On  all  the  ground  they  had  been  over  he  found  but  one  stalk  of  corn  disturbed, 
but  in  the  quail’s  crop  he  found  one  cut  worm,  twenty-one  striped  vine  bugs,  over  a hundred 
chintz  bugs  that  he  could  distinctly  count,  and  a mass  apparently  consisting  of  hundreds  ot 
chintz  bugs,  but  not  one  kernel  of  corn.  During  the  past  five  years  the  quails  in  that 
vicinity  have  been  decreasing,  and  the  chintz  bug  increasing. 

Abundance  of  Weeds. — An  English  botanist  discovered,  by  careful  examination,  7,600 
weed  seeds  in  a pint  of  clover-seed,  12,600  in  a pint  of  congress-seed,  39,440  in  a pint  ol 
broad  clover,  and  25,500  of  Dutch  clover-seed.  In  a single  plant  of  black  mustard  he 
counted  over  8,000  seeds,  and  in  a specimen  of  charlock  4,000;  the  seed  of  a single  plant  of 
common  dock  produced  4,700  little  docks.  The  white  daisy  has  over  400  seeds  in  each 
flower,  and  sometimes  50  flowers  from  one  root. 

Who  Furnish  our  Criminals  and  Paupers. — A recent  publication  states  that  of  the 
criminals  in  New  York  city  for  twenty-one  months,  31,088  were  natives  of  this  country, 
while  89,589  were  foreigners ; of  whom  60,442  were  Irish,  9,488  Germans,  and  4,000  Eng- 
lish. Of  28,821  persons  admitted  to  the  alrns-house  in  ten  years,  22,468  were  foreigners; 
15,948  were  Irish,  1,240  Germans,  and  1,297  English.  During  the  same  time,  of  50,015 
admitted  to  Bellevue  hospital,  41,851  were  foreigners.  Of  4,335  inmates  of  the  lunatic 
asylum,  3,360  were  foreigners.  Of  251,344  committed  to  the  city  prison,  only  59,385  were 
natives,  while  86,431  professed  to  be  members  of  the  church  of  Rome. 
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Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1860,  by  O.  R.  Kings  bust,  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

ECIilPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1861, 

There  will  be  four  Eclipses  this  year,  as  follows : 

I.  An  annular  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  January  10,  invisible  in  America. 

II.  An  annular  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  July  7,  invisible  in  America. 

III.  A partial  Eclipse  of  the  Moon,  December  17 — lOtli  in  California — early  in  the  morn- 
ing. Visible.  'Size  only  2.22  digits,  or  about  one-fifth  of  the  Moon’s  disc.  See  the  follow- 
ing table. 


Names  of  places. 

Begins. 

Middle. 

Ends. 

Names  of  places. 

Begins. 

Middle. 

Ends. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

Portland,  Me. 

2 46 

3 37 

4 28 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

2 7 

2 58 

3 49 

Boston  IVTass  ------ - - 

2 43 

3 34 

4 25 

Havana  Cuba  - 

1 58 

2 49 

3 40 

*^orlc - - - 

2 31 

3 22 

4 13 

1 55 

2 46 

3 37 

trUl  lYLlC/li  • - 

Philadelphia,  Pa. ) 

2 27 

3 18 

A Q 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1 50 

2 41 

3 32 

Utica,  N.  Y. j 

Chicago,  111. 

1 37 

2 28 

3 19 

JSsiItixiiorc  IVCd  - --  --  --  -- - 

2 21 

3 12 

4 3 

jVIoljils  ----------------- 

1 34 

2 25 

3 16 

Washington,  D.  C. 

2 19 

3 10 

4 1 

New  Orleans,  La. 

1 27 

2 18 

3 9 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

2 16 

3 7 

3 58 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1 26 

2 17 

3 8 

Bufiialo,  N.  Y. 

2 12 

3 3 

3 54 

Austin,  Texas--  — 

56 

1 47 

2 38 

Raleigh,  N.  C 

2 12 

3 3 

3 54 

Oregon  City,  Or.  Dec.  16 

•11  23e 

14 

1 5 

Panama,  N.  G. 

2 10 

3 1 

3 52 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

*11  17e 

8 

59 

• Dec.  It). 


IV.  A total  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  but  only  partial  in  the  United  States,  December  31. 
The  Stin  rises  eclipsed^  and  the  obscuration  will  be  visible  in  all  the  states  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  in  those  states  adjacent  to  it  on  the  west,  except  Iowa.  It  ends  at 
Washington  at  8h.  36m.  In  Texas,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin,  the  Eclipse 
ends  just  at  sunrise,  and  east  of  Maine  it  begins  at  sunrise.  Size  in  the  Atlantic  states 
about  6 digits. 


TRANSIT  OF  MERCURY. 

There  will  be  a transit  of  Mercury  over  the  Sun’s  disc,  November  12,  invisible  in 
America. 

OCCUETATION  OF  MARS. 

Mars  will  be  eclipsed  by  the  Moon  May  12,  at  7h.  30m.  evening,  at  Washington,  and 
reappear  at  8h.  32m.  Visible  generally. 

CHRONOLOGIC  AE  CYCLES. 

Dominical  Letter,  F;  Grolden  Number,  19;  Jewish  Lunar  Cycle,  16;  Epact,  18;  Solar 
Cycle,  22;  Roman  Indiction,  4;  Julian  Period,  6574;  age  of  the  world,  5864. 

MORNING  AND  EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  will  be  Morning  Star  until  May  11,  then  Evening  Star  the  rest  of  the  year. 
Mars  will  be  Evening  Star  until  August  27,  then  Morning  Star  the  rest  of  the  year.  Jupi- 
ter be  Morning  Star  until  February  10,  then  Evening  Star  until  August  30,  then 
Mcj|ja^|^r  the  rest  of  the  year.  Saturn  will  be  Morning  Star  until  February  24, 
then  Evening  Star  until  September  5. 

MERCURY. 

This  planet  being  rarely  seen,  may  be  discovered  in  the  west  soon  after  sunset  about 
February  24,  June  22,  October  17,  and  in  the  east  just  before  sunrise  about  April  15, 
August  13,  and  December  2. 

EQUINOXES  AND  SOLSTICES  FOR  1861. 

P.  H.  M.  »•  H.  M. 

Vernal  Equinox March  20  9 40  mo.  I Autumnal  Equinox  • • • - Sept.  22  8 40  ev. 

Summer  Solstice June  21  6 27  mo.  ] Winter  Solstice Dec.  21  2 27  ev. 

Note. — The  Sun’s  declination  is  given,  in  the  monthly  tables,  for  the  instant  his 
centre  is  on  the  meridian  of  Washington. 
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PHENOMENA  FOR  1861. 

January  2,  ])  perigee;  8,  ])  lowest;  17,  ])  apogee;  22,  ])  highest;  29,  ])  perigee;  31,  ^ 
I sup.  ^ O-  Feb.  4,  D lowest;  10,  6^  ©;  13,  D apogee;  19,  D highest;  24,  5>  ©i  26, 

I I)  perigee  ; 27,  ^ gr.  elong.  E.  March  3,  D lowest;  13,  ])  apogee;  15,  ^ inf.  (^  © ; 18,  D 
highest;  22,  $ ^ I 26,  J)  perigee;  31,  D lowest.  April  9,  ])  apogee;  12,  ^ gr.  elong. 

W. ; 2X  stat. ; 14,  D highest;  17,  ^ i 24,  ])  in  perigee;  27,  ])  lowest.  May  4,?2,  stat. ; 

7,  D apogee;  8,  24:  □ © ; 11,  $ sup.  ci  ©i  12,])  highest;  21,  ^ sup.  Sun;  22,  D peri- 
. gee;  24,  2^  □ ©.  $ c5  ^ ; 25,  ])  lowest.  June  2,  1^  <5  ©;  3,  ])  apogee;  8,  D highest; 
15,  $ 6^  . 19,  D perigee ; 21,  © highest ; 22,  ])  lowest;  24,  ^ gr.  elong.  E.  July  3,  © 
apogee;  5,  ])  highest;  8,  9 J ; 10,  $ ^5  ^ ; 11,  ^ ^ ; 16,  ])  perigee;  18,  ])  lowest; 

22,  ^ mf.  6 ©;  29,  D apc^ee.  Aug.  1,  9 c5  ZJ:;  2,  D highest;  8,  9 c5  i 9,  ])  perigee; 
10,  ^ gr.  elong.  W. ; 14,  ])  lowest,  25,  D apogee;  27,  c5'  (^  © ; 29,  D highest;  30,  U X Qy 
Sept.  2,  D ^ 2_f  and  ^ c5  ; 4,  5?  sup.  © ; 5,  ^ (5  © ; 6,  J)  perigee ; 10.  D low- 

est; 11,  (5' d ^2  I 22,  D apogee;  © crosses  equator;  25,  ])  highest.  Oct.  4,  ])  perigee;  8 
])  lowest;  19,  ])  apogee;  20,  ^ gr.  elong.  E.;  22,  D highest;  25,  U ^Tp.  Nov.  1,  D peri’ 
gee;  4,])  lowest;  12,  ^ inf.c5  ©;  16,  ])  apogee;  19,  D highest;  23,  ^ ’s  ring  disappears ; 
29,  ^ gr.  elong.  W.  Dec.  1,  ])  perigee;  2,  ])  lowest;  13,  ])  apogee;  14,  □ ©;  15,  9 gr. 

elong.  E.;  17,  ])  highest;  18,  24i  □ © ; 21,  © lowest;  29,  D perigee;  30,  D lowes’t;  3l! 
© eclipsed  and  in  perigee. 


CHARACTERS. 

©©Sun;  ])Moon;  ^Mercury;  9 Venus ; 0 Earth ; ^Mars;  IJ!  Jupiter;  ^Saturn; 
ijl  Uranus;  6 same  longitude,  or  near  each  other ; □ 90^  apart;  6^  opposition,  or  180°  apart. 

Signs  of  the  Zodiac.  T Aries ; ^ Taurus ; n Oemini ; ^ Cancer ; ^ Leo ; TTJ^  Vir- 
go; Libra;  TTl  Scorpio;  /Sagittarius;  V3  Capricorn ; - Aquarius;  Pisces. 

A f n d Conjunction;  Sextile,  60  degrees;  □ Quartile,  90  degrees; 
A Trine,  120  degrees;  § Opposition,  180  degrees;  Q Ascending  Node;  ^ Descending  Node. 


LEAP-YEAR. 

Even^  year  the  number  of  which  is  divisible  by  4 without  a remainder,  is  a leap-year, 
^ except  the  last  year  of  the  century,  which  is  a leap-year  only  when  divisible  by  400  with- 
^ out  a remainder.  Thus  the  year  1900  will  not  be  leap-year. 


TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  EENGTH  OF  THE  DAY  AND  NIGHT, 

setting,  and  from  the  sum 

subtract  the  time  of  rising,  for  the  length  of  the  day.  Subtract  the  time  of  setting  from 
12  hours,  and  to  the  remainder  add  the  time  of  rising  next  morning,  for  the  length  of  the 
night.  These  rules  are  equally  true  for  apparent  time. 


DURATION  OF  THE  SEASONS,  ETC. 


Sun  in  Winter  Signs - gg  \ 9 

Sun  in  Spring  Signs - 92  20  35 

Sun  m Summer  Signs 93  14  43 

Sun  in  Autumnal  Signs 89  17  47 


Tropical  Year 265  5 44 

bun  North  of  the  Equator 186  10  48 

Sun  South  of  the  .Equator 178  18  56 

Difference 7 45  52 


THICKNESS  OP  THE  EARTH’S  CRUST. 

de  Je'eTr**  of  numerous  experiments,  the  temperature  is  found  to  increase  one 

de^ee  for  every  60  feet  the  earth  is  penetrated.  By  this  law,  the  heat  at  the  depth  of  60 

Re'n!  r T ■■  f 1 substances  known  to  us. 
Hence  It  has  been  -included  that  the  centre  of  the  earth  is  a molten  and  fluid  mass.  In 

w,  however,  of  the  increased  conducting  power  of  the  primitive  rooks,  and  of  certain 

less 
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THE  POLE  STAR  FOUR  THOUSAND  YEARS  AOO. 

The  following,  from  Sir  John  Herschel’s  Outlines  of  Astronomy,  shows  the  changes  in 
the  celestial  pole  in  four  thousand  years : 

“ At  the  date  of  the  erection  of  the  Grreat  Pyramid  of  Grizeh,  which  precedes  the  pres- 
ent epoch  by  nearly  4,000  years,  the  longitudes  of  all  the  stars  were  less  by  55°  45'  than  at 
present.  Calculating,  from  this  datum,  the  place  of  the  pole  of  the  heavens  among  the 
stars,  it  will  be  found  to  fall  near  a Draconis ; its  distance  from  that  star  being  3°  44'  25". 
This  being  the  most  conspicuous  star  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  was  therefore  the 
Polestar  at  that  epoch.  The  latitude  of  Grizeh  being  just  30°  north,  and  consequently 
the  altitude  of  the  North  Pole  there  also  30°,  it  follows  that  the  star  in  question  must  have 
had,  at  its  lower  culmination  at  Grizeh,  an  altitude  of  26°  15'  35”.  Now  it  is  a remarka- 
ble fact,  that  of  the  nine  pyramids  still  existing  at  G-izeh,  six — including  all  the  largest — 
have  the  narrow  passages,  by  which  alone  they  can  be  entered — all  which  open  out  on  the 
northern  faces  of  their  respective  pyramids — inclined  downwards  at  an  angle  as  follows 


1.  Pyramid  of  Cheops 26°  41' 

2.  “ Cephren 25  55 

3.  “ Mycerinus 26  2 

4.  27  0 

5.  27  12 

6.  28  0 


Mean 26°  47^ 


At  the  bottom  of  every  one  of  these  passages,  therefore,  the  Polestar  must  have  been  visi- 
ble at  its  lower  culmination,  a circumstance  which  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  have  been 
unintentional,  and  was  doubtless  connected — perhaps  superstitiously — with  the  astronom- 
ical observations  of  that  star,  of  whose  proximity  to  the  pole  at  the  epoch  of  the  erection  of 
these  wonderful  structures  we  are  thus  furnished  with  a monumental  record  of  the  most 
imperishable  nature.’' 


THE  FIFTY-SEVENTH  ASTEROID, 

Between  the  orbits  of  Mars  and  Jupiter,  was  discovered  by  M.  Luther  of  Bilk,  on  the  even- 
ing of  September  22,  1859.  It  has  received  the  name  M.nemosyne. 


THE  MILKY  WAY— 

That  irregular  stream  of  faint,  cloudy  light,  which  may  be  seen  on  clear  moonless  nights 
by  the  naked  eye,  forming  a circle  entirely  round  the  heavens — is  supposed  to  be  the  remoter 
parts  of  the  group  of  stars  in  which  our  sun  is  enveloped.  To  a spectator  at  a distant  point 
in  the  heavens  it  may  appear  as  a small  annular  nebula,  or  as  a thin  stratum  of  starry  light, 
covering  but  a small  spot  in  the  sky.  In  the  constellation  Argo  Navis,  is  a vast  nebular 
cluster,  in  which  from  2,000  to  6,000  stars  have  been  revealed  by  the  telescope,  besides 
large  nebulous  tracts  which  no  telescope  has  yet  resolved  into  stars.  This  nebula  is  seen 
through  the  Milky  Way,  but  is  supposed  to  lie  at  an  immeasurable  distance  beyond  it. 

“ And  these  are  suns — vast  central  living  fires- 
Lords  of  dependent  systems — kings  of  worlds 
That  wait  as  satellites  upon  their  power. 

And  flourish  in  their  smile.  Awake,  my  soul. 

And  meditate  the  wonder.  Countless  suns 

Blaze  round  thee,  leading  forth  their  countless  worlds- 

Worlds  in  whose  bosoms  living  things  rejoice, 

And  drink  the  bliss  of  being  from  the  fount 
Of  all-pervading  Love.*’ 
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NEBULA. 

I wonder  as  I gaze.  That  stream  of  light 
Undimmed,  unquenclied — just  as  I see  it  now — 

Has  issued  from  those  dazzling  points  through  years 
That  run  far  back  into  eternity. 

Exhaustless  flood!  for  ever  spent,  renewed 
For  ever!” 

A NEBULA  is  a cloudy  spot  of  light  in  the  sky,  invisible  to  the  naked  eye,  and  which  the 
most  powerful  telescope  cannot  in  all  cases  resolve  into  the  stars  which  compose  it.  There 
are  between  one  and  two  thousand  nebulee  noted  in  HerschePs  catalogue.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  be  immensely  remote  beyond  the  fixed  stars ; and  if  they  are  each  composed  of 
multitudes  of  stars,  how  vast  must  be  the  system,  the  combined  light  of  whose  thousands 
of  suns  appears  only  as  a faint  haze,  and  has  required  thousands  of  years  to  reach  us ! 


Nebulse  vary  exceedingly,  both  in  apparent  size  and  in  form.  Some  are  elliptical,  others 
annular,  and  many  are  globular.  The  great  nebula  above  represented.  No.  1,  of  a spiral 
form,  is  in  the  northern  wing  of  the  constellation  Virgo;  and  is  shown  as  it  appears  in 
Lord  Rosse’s  great  telescope. 


In  the  tail  of  Scorpio  is  a cometary  nebula,  No.  2. 

In  Sobieski’s  Shield  is  a singular  oval  nebula,  No.  3,  containing  two  small  distinct  stars. 

1* 
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And  in  the  constellation  Cygniis  is  a globular  nebula,  !No.  4,  with  a single  distinct  s;,ar 

in  the  centre.  Another,  in  Auriga,  sur- 
rounds an  equilateral  triangle  of  three 
minute  stars. 

In  the  right  foot  of  Andromeda  is  a 
beautiful  elliptical  nebula.  No.  5,  called 
by  Sir  John  Herschel  “ a wonderful  ob- 
ject.”  The  centre  is  black,  with  a small 
star  at  each  end.  It  is  believed  to  be  of 
immense  size,  and  to  be  in  shape  a ring, 
seen  sideways. 

The  nebular  cluster,  No.  6,  appears  like  a small  hazy  star  to  the  naked  eye,  but  in  a 

good  telescope  shines  with 
a lustre  truly  astonishing. 

In  the  constellation  Ori- 
on is  a remarkable  nebula, 
the  diameter  of  which  must 
be  at  least  19,000,000,000 
of  miles ; and  if,  as  is  alto- 
gether probable,  it  lies  at 
a vast  distance  beyond  the 
most  distant  stars,  its  mag- 
nitude must  be  inconceiv- 
ably great.  It  is  like  a uni- 
verse by  itself,  immeasura- 
bly remote  beyond  the  uni- 
verse heretofore  known. 

A nd  yet  it  is  but  one  of 
many  such,  disclosed  to  the 
telescopic  eye  of  modern  sci- 
ence, and  proclaiming  as 
nothing  else  can  the  infi- 
nite power  of  Him  at  whose 
word  they  sprang  into  be- 
ing. 


TRUE  TIxTlE. 

Two  kinds  of  time  are  used  in  Almanacs ; clock  or  mean-time  in  some,  and  apparent 
or  sun-time  in  others.  Clock-\im\Q  is  always  rights  while  ^?/;i-time  varies  every  day. 
People  generally  suppose  it  is  twelve  o'clock  when  the  sun  is  due  south,  or  at  a properly 
made  noon-mark.  But  this  is  a mistake.  The  sun  is  seldom  on  the  meridian  at  twelve 
o'' clock;  indeed  this  is  the  case  only  on  four  days  of  the  year:  namely,  April  15,  June  15, 
Sept.  1,  and  Dec.  24.  In  this  Almanac,  as  in  most  other  Almanacs,  the  time  used  is  clock 
time.  The  time  when  the  sun  is  on  the  meridian  or  at  the  noon-mark,  is  also  given  to  the 
nearest  second,  for  the  1st,  9th,  17th,  and  25th  days  of  each  month,  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
top  of  each  calendar  page.  This  affords  a ready  means  of  obtaining  correct  time  and  for 
setting  a clock  by  using  a noon-mark,  adding  or  subtrOiCting  as  the  sun  is  slow  or  fast. 

Old-fashioned  Almanacs,  which  use  apparent  time,  give  the  rising  and  setting  of  the 
sun’s  centre.^  and  make  no  allowance  for  the  effect  of  refraction  of  the  sun’s  rays  by  the 
atmosphere.  The  more  modern  and  improved  Almanacs,  which  use  clock  time,  give  the 
rising  and  setting  of  the  sun’s  tapper  limb^  and  duly  allow  for  refraction.  The  practice  of 
setting  timepieces  by  the  rising  or  setting  of  the  sun  or  moon  is  not  strictly  correct,  as  the 
unevenness  of  the  earth's  surface  and  intervening  objects,  such  as  hills  and  forests  near  the 
points  of  rising  and  setting,  occasion  a deviation  in  every  place,  from  the  time  expressed  in 
the  Almanac,  which  time  is  adapted  to  a smooth,  level  horizon.  The  only  means  of  keep- 
ing correct  time  is  by  the  use  of  a noon-mark,  or  a meridian  line. 
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1st  MONTH.  JANUARY,  1861. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merid. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M 

D. 

H.  M.  S 

Third  Quarter  • • • • 

3 

9 11  ev. 

8 59  ev. 

8 47  ev. 

8 35  ev. 

1 

12  4 4 

New  Moon 

10 

10  43  ev. 

10  31  ev. 

10  19  ev. 

10  7 ev. 

9 

12  7 37 

Fir.st  Quarter  ■ - • • 

18 

11  16  ev. 

11  4 ev. 

10  52  ev. 

10  40  ev. 

17 

12  10  34 

Full  Moon 
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0 22  ev. 

0 10  ev. 

1 1 58  mo. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

BALTIMORE 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Mcrld. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

K.  M. 

D 

H.  M.  8. 

Third  Quarter  - • ■ • 

2 

0 16  mo. 

5 4 mo. 

4 52  mo. 

4 40  mo. 

1 

12  13  66 

New  Moon 

9 

3 20  ev. 

3 8 ev. 

2 56  ev. 

2 45  ev. 

9 

12  14  31 

First  Quarter  • - - • 

17 

7 36  ev. 

7 23  ev. 

7 31  ev. 

7 0 ev. 

17 

12  14  15 

Full  Moon 

21 

11  59  ev. 

11  47  ev. 

11  35  ev. 

11  24  ev. 

25 

12  13  14 

2d  MONTH. 


FEBRUARY,  1861. 


28  DAYS. 
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3d  MONTH. 


MARCH,  1861. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES'N. 

Sun  on  Merid. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

.H  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  6 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

3 

2 33  ev. 

2 20  ev. 

2 8 ev. 

1 57  ev. 

1 

12  12  29 

N'ew  Moon 

11 

8 53  mo. 

8 41  mo. 

8 29  mo. 

8 17  mo. 

9 

12  10  38 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

19 

0 48  ev. 

0 36  ev. 

0 24  ev. 

0 12  ev. 

17 

12  8 24 

F ull  Moon 
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9 31  mo. 

9 19  mo. 

9 7 mo. 

8 56  mo. 
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12  5 59 
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4th  MONTH. 


APRIL,  1861. 


30  DAYS. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES  N.| 

Su 

on  Mcrid. 

D, 

H 

M. 

H. 
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M. 
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D. 

H. 
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New  Moon 
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23 
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ev. 

5 

59 
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5 
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ev. 
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11 

56 
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mo. 
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7 

mo. 

10 
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mo. 

10 
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mo. 

17 

11 

56 
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Full  Moon 
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mo. 
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10 

mo. 
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mo. 
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47 

mo. 
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11 

56 

39 

Third  Quarter  - - • - 

31 
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41 

mo. 
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29 

mo. 
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17 

mo. 
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mo.  1 
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MAY,  1861. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


j 6 til  MONTH. 


JUNE,  1861. 


30  DAYS. 


1 

MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

BALTIMORE 

1 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merit!, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 
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H.  M.  8. 

New  Moon 
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8 54  mo. 

8 42  mo. 

8 30  mo. 

8 19  mo. 
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11  57  32 

First  Quarter  • • ♦ • 

15 

5 32  ev. 
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5 8 ev. 

4 57  ev. 
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11  58  56 

Full  Moon 
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9 39  mo. 

9 27  mo. 

9 15  mo. 

9 4 mo. 
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12  0 36 

Third  Quarter 

29 

9*  57  ev. 
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9 33  ev. 

9 21  ev. 
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7th  MONTH, 


JULY,  186r. 
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Sth  MONTH.  AUGUST,  1861.  31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON, 

NEW  YORK. 

BALTIMORE 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  015  M erid. 
or  noon  mark. 

V. 

K.  M. 
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K.  H. 

D 

K.  ».  S. 

New  Moon 
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5 5 ev. 
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11 
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8 20  mo. 

8 8 mo. 

7 57  mo. 
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11  57  6 

Full  Moon 
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9 6 ev. 

8 54  ev. 

8 42  ev. 

17 
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1 5 mo. 
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12th  MONTH, 


DECEMBER,  1861. 


31  DAYS. 
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THE  NEW  YEAR. 

Another  year  has  vanished  away 
Like  the  rising  mist  of  early  day ; 

Minute  by  minute  it  rippled  on, 

Minute  by  minute  the  year  has  gone. 

What  report  has  it  borne  to  heaven  ? 

\ Earnest  prayer  for  sins  forgiven  ? 

The  meek  resolve,  and  the  secret  sigh 
For  grace  and  inward  purity  ? 

Have  hopes  sprung  up  of  immortal  birth, 

Our  sandals  freed  from  the  dust  of  earth  ? 

Are  we  farther  on  our  pilgrim  way. 

Nearer  the  land  of  unclouded  day  ? 

We  all  have  changed  since  the  year  was  new ; 

Our  heart-skies  have  lost  their  depth  of  blue ; 

W e never  can  be  as  we  have  been  ; 

We  never  can  see  as  we  have  seen ; 

Y'et,  if  the  new  year  can  ne’er  restore 
The  loved  and  lost  who  have  gone  before, 

We  may  reap  the  sheaves  of  holy  trust. 

Springing  to  life  from  the  old  year’s  dust. 

And  find  in  the  good  that  crowns  the  new  year 
A love  better  than  all  our  poor  hearts  fear. 


THE  TRUE  AIM  OF  LIFE. 

Perfection  is  being,  not  doing  ; it  is  not  to  effect  an  act,  but  to  achieve 
a character.  If  tlie  aim  of  life  were  to  do  something,  then,  as  in  an 
earthly  business,  except  in  doing  this  one  thing  the  business  would  be 
at  a stand-still.  The  student  is  not  doing  the  one  thing  of  student-life 
when  he  has  ceased  to  think  or  read.  The  laborer  leaves  his  work  un- 
done when  the  spade  is  not  in  his  hand,  and  he  sits  beneath  the  hedge 
to  rest.  But  in  Christian  life  every  moment  and  every  act  is  an  oppor- 
tunity for  doing  the  one  thing — of  becoming  Christ-like.  Every  day  is 
full  of  a most  impressive  experience.  Every  temptation  to  evil  temper 
wliich  can  assail  us  to-day,  will  be  an  opportunity  to  decide  the  question 
whether  we  shall  gain  the  calmness  and  the  rest  of  Christ,  or  whether 
we  sliall  be  tossed  by  the  restlessness  and  agitation  of  the  world.  Nay, 
tlie  very  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons,  day  and  night,  heat  and  cold,  affect- 
ing us  variably,  and  producing  exhilaration  or  depression,  are  so  con- 
trived as  to  cond-uce  towards  the  being  which  we  become,  and  decide 
whether  we  shall  be  masters  of  ourselves,,  or  whether  we  shall  be  swept 
at  the  mercy  of  accident  and  circumstance,  miserably  susceptible  of 
merely  outward  influences.  Infinite  as  are  the  varieties  of  life,  so  mani- 
fold are  the  paths  to  Christian  character ; and  he  who  has  not  found  out 
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how,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  make  every  thing  converge  towards  his 
soul’s  sanctification,  has  as  yet  missed  the  meaning  of  tliis  life. 

llobertson. 


TIME  FOR  PRAYER. 

There  is  no  hour  for  prayer  like  the  first  early  hour  of  morning. 
There  are  noonday  heats  and  nightly  fatigues,  and  all  day  the  world’s 
hurried  step  and  heavy  pressure  goads  us  on,  on ; head,  heart,  and  hands 
are  tasked  with  the  endless  details  of  life’s  unresting  work.  Keep,  then, 
the  early  morning  hour  for  the  soul’s  business  with  its  God.  And  as  the 
servant  goes  first  to  his  master  to  inquire,  “ What  is  thy  pleasure  to- 
day?” and  the  under-builders  ask  the  master-builder,  “ What  wilt  thou 
have  us  to  do  this  day  ?”  so  do  thou  begin  the  day  with  personal  con- 
verse with  thy  Lord,  craving  to  know  his  will,  and  praying  for  grace  to 
do  it  humbly,  faithfully,  and  bravely.  There  is  a farmer  I know  wJio 
rises  one  hour  earlier  than  his  family,  summer  and  winter,  to  have  that 
hour  wnth  his  God.  And  do  we  see  the  fruit  of  this  holy  intercourse? 
His  farm  and  farm-work  are  consecrated ; its  avails  beyond  the  ordinary 
supports  of  life  are  given  into  the  Lord’s  treasury ; and  he,  “ he  is  the 
happiest  man  on  God’s  earth!”  said  a neighbor,  ‘Gie  seems  verily  to 
tread  on  air.” 

Improving  Company. — It  is  of  great  practical  importance  that  young 
men  have  friends  who  will  encourage  and  direct  them.  Union  is  strength. 
In  the  battle  of  life  the  want  of  a sympathizing  companion  may  be  the 
very  point  on  which  an  otherwise  brave  combatant  may  at  last  give 
way.  In  this  fight,  as  well  as  others,  ‘-'shoulder  to  shoulder”  is  the  most 
potent  principle,  both  for  the  defence  and  the  onset.  Here  and  there  in 
history  you  may  read  of  some  hero  who,  single-handed,  has  foiled  an 
army ; but,  taking  the  common  standard  of  humanity,  even  a brave  man 
is  easily  overpowered  by  numbers  when  he  stands  alone.  There  are 
some  points  of  analogy  between  that  w^arfare  and  ours.  To  most  men 
the  sympathy  of  tried  friends  is  a substantial  support  in  the  conflict  with 
mjral  evil.  Right-principled,  true-hearted  companions  are  often  “the 
shields  of  the  earth,”  which  the  all-ruling  God  has  at  his  disposal,  and 
throws  around  a youth  to  protect  him  from  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked 
one.  Araot. 

Keeping. — “ Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence keep  it  with  all  keep- 
ings ; keep  it  from  getting  evil,  as  a garden  is  kept;  keep  it  from  doing 
evil,  as  the  sea  is  kept  at  bay  from  reclaimed  land;  keep  it  with  the 
keeping  of  heaven  above,  and  of  the  earth  beneath — God’s  keeping  be- 
spoken in  prayer,  and  man’s  keeping  applied  in  watchful  effort.  Keep 
it  with  all  keepings,  “for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life.”  Arnot. 
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“Jump  into  my  arms  and  I will  catch  you,”  said  a minister,  putting  his 
little  girl  on  the  mantel-shelf.  “Stretch  out  your  hands,  papa,”  said  she, 
hesitating.  “ Trust  me,  dear  child,”  answered  he,  putting  his  arms  behind  ^ 
him,  “jump  and  trust  me  ; I will  receive  you.”  Gathering  up  all  the  love 
and  confidence  her  little  heart  contained,  she  gave  one  leap  and  found 
herself  safely  folded  to  her  father’s  bosom.  Oh,  it  was  so  sweet,  so  very 
sweet  to  be  there. 

This  is  just  what  God  invites  us  to  do — to  cast  ourselves  upon  his 
precious  promises  of  forgiveness  and  rest.  It  is  a lesson  of  faith  we  all 
need  in  our  distrust  and  unbelief  of  his  love.  Our  hearts  too  often  ask 
for  some  sign  of  his  willingness,  as  the  little  girl  longed  to  see  her  father’s 
arms  stretched  out  to  receive  her.  But  he  gives  none.  Ilis  word  is  all- 
sufficient.  Ilis  love  is  a guarantee  for  the  fulfilling  of  all  his  largest 
promises.  He  wants  us  to  walk  here  by  faith,  not  by  sight, 

“Till  we  arrive  at  heaven,  our  home. 

Make  faith  our  guide,  and  faith  our  light.” 
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ADOPTING. 

Shall  I take  this  homeless  child  into  my  family?  is  a question  not 
infrequently  forcing  itself  on  family  counsels.  Ponder  it  prayerfully. 
Taking  a little  one,  adopting  it  as  your  own,  fills  up  a void  in  the  hearts 
and  homes  of  bereaved  mothers  and  childless  households  which  children 
alone  can  fill.  There  is  a caressing  affection,  an  unspent  tenderness  in 
every  Avoman’s  heart  Avhich  craves  gratification,  and  which  can  only  be 
reasonably  lavished  upon  helpless  infancy  and  innocent  childhood.  Per- 
haps this  may  be  thought  a merely  selfish  consideration ; but  it  is  not  so: 
it  is  the  rightful  demand  of  our  social  nature,  Avhich  it  is  proper  to  gratify, 
and  the  gratification  of  which  not  only  becomes  a source  of  the  purest 
pleasure,  but  a motive  for  the  most  self-forgetting  toil.  In  bringing  up 
children,  there  is  care  and  trouble  and  anxiety  ; but  there  is  the  exercise  of 
poAvers  as  Avell  'as  of  affections,  Avhich  give  a deeper  interest  and  a warmer 
gloAV  to  life,  renewing  our  OA\m  youth  Avith  the  youth  that  is  springing  up 
in  our  path. 

Another  consideration  is  the  good  done  by  thus  receiving  a friend- 
less orphan  to  your  family.  Orphan  asylums,  houses  of  refuge,  indus- 
trial schools,  the  groAvth  of  great  practical  benevolence,  are  no  doubt 
admirable  expedients  for  rescuing  children  from  Avant  and  death,  or  a 
Avorse  than  death,  and  great  praise  is  due  to  the  excellent  people  who 
sustain  them ; but  brick  Avails,  clean  cots,  nourishing  soups  do  not  make 
up  for  the  manifold  duties,  the  kind  charities,  the  mutual  helpfulness,  the 
still,  small  delights,  the  personal  responsibleness  and  accountability, 
which  make  a family  at  once  a place  of  the  best  moral  culture  and  the 
truest  social  development.  Boards  of  trustees,  visiting  cammittees, 
wardens,  superintendents,  and  matrons,  however  faithful  and  vigilant, 
cannot  supply  the  place  of  fathers  and  mothers,  patient  and  painstaking, 
watchful,  forbearing,  forgiving,  believing,  and  hoping  all  things,  ‘‘pro- 
voking to  love  and  good  Avorks.’’ 

We  always  look  Avith  peculiar  interest  upon  the  adopted  child  and 
adopted  parents  of  a household.  The  voluntary  assumption  of  parental 
duties,  involving  so  much  care  and  responsibili^,  begets  in  us  a feeling 
of  profound  respect  for  those  Avho  do  it,  while  we  rejoice  to  think  of  the 
new  fountains  of  affection  thus  unsealed  in  the  hearts  of  both  parents 
and  child.  And  farther  yet,  what  a privilege  is  it,  what  a noble  purpose 
to  have  in  vieAV  the  rescue  of  a young  immortal  from  a neglect  that 
might  ruin  it,  to  train  it  for  the  service  of  Grod  here  and  a glorious  im- 
mortality hereafter. 

‘I  REMEMBER  having  been  told  in  my  youth,”  says  Talleyrand,  “that 
the  love  of  glory  was  a virtue.  Strange  must  be  that  virtue  which  re- 
quires the  aid  of  every  vice,” 
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The  young  minister  came  to  see  old  Job.  As  he  came  from  the  light 
and  airiness  of  out-doors  to  his  little  dark  bedroom,  the  change,  quit> 
likely,  looked  dismal  enough. 

“I  am  an  old  plank,  sir,”  said  Job,  “but  the  Lord  Jesus  will  find  some 
spot  in  his  temple  where  such  as  I fit  in.  The  good  book  says  He  will  in 
no  wise  cast  out  those  that  put  faith  in  him.  My  mother  used  to  make  a 
great  point  of  that.  ‘ No  wise,'  says  she  ; and  I have  to  bless  God  that  1 
had  a mother  who  knowed  Jesus  Christ.  She  took  me  on  her  knee  and 
told  me  about  him ; she  took  me  to  prayer-meeting ; she  fetched  me  to 
God’s  house,  and  I used  to  like  hearing  the  singers  praise  him.  Afore 
she  died  she  saw  me  fairly  set  in  the  way,  the  ‘ living  way,'  says  she. 
‘Job,’  says  she,  ‘you  must  be  a live  Christian;  they  don’t  have  dead 
things  to  make  up  the  living  way.’  So  I’ve  tried  to  puU  foot,  and 


24 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


when  IVe  been  lame  and  discouraged,  and  sometimes  wasn’t  so  sure 
how  the  waj  went,  I set  to  praying  as  my  mother  used  to,  and  then  such 
a shining  as  there  was ! There  was  shine  on  the  track,  and  shine  inside 
me,  and  these  old  rafters  overhead  sometimes  have  a look  like  his  glori- 
ous temple."  Oh,  sir,  God  is  a good  God.  Those  who  follow  hard  after 
him  have  good  pay — good  pay ; not  that  they  ’arn  their  wages,  for  we 
are  poor,  sinful,  lazy  creatures  of  ourselves,  but  we  have  a merciful  God 
that  is  willing  to  try  the  refuse.” 

The  young  minister  had  u long  sitting  at  old  Job’s  bedside,  and  he 
thought  within  himself  as  he  went  away,  How  can  I ever  be  anxious 
about  my  house  or  salary,  when  my  God  can  make  a poor  little  back  bed- 
room like  that  ono  of  the  brightest  and  happiest  spots  on  earth  ?” 


THE  MEANING  OP  SORROW. 

Let  us  look  truth  in  the  face.  You  cannot  hide  it  from  yourself. 
“ Man  is  born  to  sorrow  as  the  sparks  fly  upwards.”  Sorrow  is  not  an 
accident,  occuiring  now  and  then;  it  is  the  very  woof  which  is  woven 
into  the  warp  of  life.  God  has  created  the  nerves  to  agonize,  and  the 
heart  to  bleed ; and  before  a man  dies,  almost  every  nerve  has  thrilled 
with  pain,  and  every  affection  has  been  wounded.  The  account  of  life 
which  represents  it  as  probation  is  inadecpiate ; so  is  that  which  regards 
it  cliiefly  as  a system  of  rewards  and  punishments.  The  truest  account 
of  this  mysterious  existence  seems  to  be,  that  it  is  intended  for  the  de- 
velopment of  the  soul’s  life,  for  which  sorrow  is  indispensable.  Every 
son  of  man  who  would  attain  the  true  end  of  his  being,  must  be  baptized 
with  fire.  It  is  the  law  of  our  humanity,  as  of  that  of  Christ,  that  we 
must  be  perfected  through  suffering ; and  he  who  has  not  discerned  the 
divine  sacredness  of  sorrow,  and  the  profound  meaning  which  is  con- 
cealed in  pain,  has  yet  to  learn  what  life  is.  The  Cross,  manifested  as 
the  necessity  of  the  highest  life,  alone  interprets  it.  Robertson. 


Sabbatii-schools. — desire  to  record  my  testimony  as  the  result  of 
my  whole  experience,”  says  Dr.  Tyng,  “ that,  in  my  judgment,  there  is  no 
department  of  Christian  labor  more  vitally  influential  upon  the  triumphs 
of  the  gospel,  more  remunerative  in  its  immediate  results  to  the  souls 
engaged  in  it,  more  effective  in  maintaining  and  enlarging  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Christian  church  and  the  most  efficient  operation  of  the 
Christian  ministry,  than  faithful  Sabbath-school  labor.” 

Elijah’s  apparent  success  was  in  the  shouts  of  mount  Carmel ; his  leal 
success  in  the  unostentatious  obedience  of  the  seven  thousand  who  had 
taken  his  God  for  their  God. 
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In  the  earlier  days  of  travel,  a large  sum  of  money  in  bank-bills  were 
to  be  conveyed  from  a bank  in  Virginia  to  one  in  Kentucky.  The  pre- 
cious deposit  was  intrusted  to  the  charge  of  a young  man  of  known 
courage,  first  clerk  of  the  bank ; for  the  journey  had  to  be  made  through 
a rough  and  unfrequented  part  of  the  country,  in  bad  repute  from  several 
robberies  which  had  been  perpetrated  upon  unsuspecting  travellers. 

The  young  man  had  a fleet  horse,  and  was  well  armed.  But  through 
some  intricacies  of  the  road  he  missed  the  direct  route,  and  at  the  close 
of  daylight,  instead  of  being  at  his  journey’s  end,  found  himself  entangled 
ill  a forest,  whose  gloom  was  deepened  by  a starless  sky.  At  last  the 
twinkling  of  a distant  light  gave  hope  of  suj>pcr  and  shelter,  and  he 
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urged  his  jaded  animal  forward,  until  he  reached  a rude  cabin,  and  found 
welcome  from  a poor  woman,  who  with  her  children  was  awaiting  the  ^ 
return  of  her  husband,  a hunter  in  those  forest  wilds.  She  gave  him 
supper,  <’and  offered  the  best  lodging  which  her  rude  home  afforded. 
The  young  man  felt  himself  in  a most  questionable  spot.  On  no  account 
would  he  trust  himself  to  sleep.  He  examined  his  pistols,  and  resolved, 
worst  coming  to  worst,  to  sell  his  life  in  defence  of  his  charge. 

At  length  the  hunter  himself  came  home,  a rough  fellow,  dressed  in 
skins,  whose  appearance  was  not  fitted  to  allay  fear.  Wearied  with  his 
day’s  work,  he  said  little,  and  after  eating  the  food  his  wife  set  before 
him,  invited  the  stranger  to  retire  to  rest. 

The  young  man  declined ; he  x^referred  taking  his  rest  sitting  by  the 
fire.  He  was  afraid  of  being  caught  in  a trap,  and  falling  a victim  to 
robbery  and  murder.  The  i)oor  fellow  was  in  no  enviable  state  of  mind. 
He  had  abandoned  the  faith  of  his  youth,  and  now  the  infidel  x)rinciples 
which  he  had  adopted  abandoned  him.  Unmanned  by  the  danger  which 
seemed  to  stare  him  in  the  face,  he  was  a xorey  to  the  most  x>ainful 
anxiety. 

“Well,”  said*  the  hunter  at  last,  “if  you  Avont  go  to  bed,  I will;  but 
before  doing  so  I always  read  a cha})ter  in  Cod’s  Avord and  he  arose  to 
take  his  Bible  from  the  shelf.  A chaj^ter  Avas  read  aloud,  and  the  man 
knelt  down  in  ^Drayer.  The  sight  of  the  old  Bible  and  the  kneeling  group 
put  to  flight  all  sense  of  danger  in  the  young  man’s  bosom.  lie  instinc- 
tively felt  it  Avas  a x)ledge  of  safety,  and  lay  down  to  sleej)  as  calmly  as 
beneath  his  father’s  roof. 

Nor  was  the  Bible  argument  slept  aAvay.  From  that  hour- he  ceased 
his  hostility  to  the  Avord  of  God,  and  a few  years  afterwards  anchored 
his  faith  on  its  sure  foundations. . 


Heathexisai. — I have  been,  during  a nine  Avceks’  tour,  in  closer  con- 
tact Avith  heathenism  than  ever  before,”  says  Dr.  Livingstone,  the  great 
African  explorer  and  missionary;  “and  though  all,  including  the  chief, 
were  as  kind  and  attentive  to  me  as  jjossible,  yet  to  endure  the  dancing, 
roaring,  and  singing,  the  jesting,  grumbling,  quarrelling,  and  murdering 
of  these  children  of  nature,  seemed  more  like  a severe  penance  than  any 
thing  I had  ever  before  met  with  in  my  missionary  duties.  I took  thence 
a more  intense  disgust  at  heathenism  than  I had  before,  and  formed  a 
greatly  elevated  opinion  of  the  latest  efforts  of  missions  at  the  South 
among  tribes  Avliich  are  re^Aorted  to  have  been  as  savage  as  the  Mako- 
lols.  The  indirect  benefits,  which,  to  a casual  observer,  lie  beneath  the 
surface  and  are  inappreciable,  in  reference  to  the  probable  wide  diffusion 
of  Christianity  at  some  future  day,  are  worth  all  the  money  and  labor 
that  have  been  expended  to  purchase  them.” 
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THE  BIBLE-WOMAN. 

A poor  orphan  in  one  of  the  most  wretched  districts  of  London  is 
or2)hanage  indeed.  Marian’s  mother,  dragged  from  a decent  home  by  a 
drunken  liusband,  died  broken-hearted,  and  her  father  went  to  a drunk- 
ard’s grave.  The  child,  left  to  the  cold  charities  of  the  street,  picked  uj) 
a scanty  living  in  the  miserable  homes  of  St.  Giles.  From  the  shoj^  win- 
dows she  learned  her  letters.  An  old  man  taught  her  to  write  and  read, 
cautioning  her  at  the  same  time  never  to  read  a book  called  the  Bible, 
for  it  was  full  of  lies.  Breathing  the  very  air  of  vice,  Marian  remained 
virtuous;  and  often  sat  through  the  long,  cold  hours  of  night  on  the 
stejos,  rather  than  witness  the  corruj)ting  scenes  taking  j)lace  within. 
By  cutting  fire-patiers  and  making  bags  for  a silversmith,  she  earned  a 
precarious  independence,  until  at  18  the  poor  girl  united  her  humble 
fortunes  with  a kind-hearted  man,  scarcely  richer  than  herself. 

3* 
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Passing  through  the  streets  one  night,  she  took  shelter  from  a drench- 
ing rain  in  an  alley  of  a little  mission  chapel.  Hearing  a voice  within,  she 
followed  it,  and  listened  to  the  closing  address  of  a missionary,  who  read 
from  a book.  That  book  must  be  the  Bible,  she  thought — it  spoke  of 
God.  At  the  close  of  the  services,  people  were  invited  to  come  the  next 
evening  and  borrow  a book  from  a library  recently  opened  for  the  poor. 
Marian  accepted  the  invitation,  and  w^as  the  first  to  come.  As  she  went 
something  whispered  to  her,  “Borrow  a Bible.”  So  she  asked  for  a 
Bible.  “A  Bible!”  said  the  good  missionary,  “we  did  not  mean  to  lend 
Bibles  from  this  library.  Wait,  and  I will  fetch  you  one.  It  is  a token 
for  good,  surely,  that  the  book  of  God,  the  best  of  books,  should  be  the 
first  book  asked  for  and  lent  from  this  place.”  lie  brought  one,  and  ask- 
ed if  he  should  call  and  read  it  to  her. 

“No,  thank  you,  sir,”  said  Marian,  “we  are  quiet  folks ; my  husband 
may  not  like  it.  I will  take  the  book  and  read  it  for  myself.” 

A year  afterwards  the  missionary  was  sent  to  for  a ticket  of  admis- 
sion to  the  hospital.  He  visited  the  sick  woman  in  need  of  it,  and  found 
it  was  Marian ; he  found  also  that  the  Bible  had  been  her  daily  compan- 
ion ever  since  he  had  placed  it  in  her  hands,  and  that  through  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  she  had  become  savingly  acquainted  with  its  precious 
truths.  Sickness  visited  both  husband  and  wife,  and  gradually  almost 
every  comfort  which  frugality  had  gathered  around  them  vanished  away. 
Just  able  to  live,  timely  help  now  and  then  only  saved  them  from  pinch- 
ing want.  The  missionary  often  visited  them,  and,  poor  as  they  were, 
his  conversation  was  often  more  highly  prized  than  his  charities. 

At  last  he  thought,  as  Marian  grew  stronger  and  better,  “ Cannot  this 
poor  woman  earn  something  at  selling  Bibles?”  How  did  the  plan  strike 
Marian?  “Indeed,  sir,”  she  said,  on  thinking  it  over,  “my  heart  warms 
at  it.  It  seems  that  God  is  graciously  marking  out  a path  in  which  alone 
I am  fit  to  labor.  I know  nothing  of  the  customs  and  manners  of  the 
rich;  I could  not  undertake  the  most  menial  service  in  a gentleman’s 
house,  but  I can  talk  to  the  poor  outcasts  among  whom  I dwell.  I can 
help  many  a poor  mother ; I can  have  a word  for  the  drunken  and  even 
infidel  husband.  It  will  be  a privilege  to  go  to  these  miserable  homes ; 
and  on  what  an  errand!  With  the  word  of  God,  I can  cast  myself  on  his 
help,  and  I will  fear  no  evil.”  And  so  ^larian  became  the  “ Bible-woman  ” 
to  haunts  and  homes  the  most  miserable  and  noxious  in  London.  Some 
cried  out  in  their  wickedness,  “Why  bring  the  Bible  here?  It  is  not  for 
us.”  Yet  the  many,  yearning  for  a something  to  do  them  good,  received 
her  gladly.  And  when  they  said,  “ Oh,  you  know  not  what  a struggle  we 
have  to  live,”  she  could  reply,  “I  know  it  all;  I am  poor  as  you ; but  get 
this  book,  it  has  the  balm  for  all  your  sorrow.  I bring  it  you,  because  I 
have  found  it  so  myself.” 
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At  first  Marian  received  some  hard  knocks  ; a pail  of  refuse  was  once 
emptied  upon  her,  which  turned  out  in  making  her  many  friends ; for 
one  woman  took  her  in  and  wiped  her  bonnet,  another  washed  her  face, 
others  gathered  round  in  sympathy,  and  several  new  acquaintances  were 
dated  from  this  rough  handling.  A poor  lettuce-woman  always  curtesied 
on  meeting  her,  because  of  the  book  she  carried.  As  the  fruit  of  hei* 
first  month’s  labor,  Marian  had  70  Bible  subscribers.  On  the  second 
month  of  her  visits,  she  was  anxious  to  try  and  put  the  people  in  a con- 
dition to  profit  by  the  book  they  were  so  willing  to  buy.  As  it  was  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  sit  down  and  read  the  Bible  in  the  midst  of  their 
filth,  she  invited  a few  of  the  women  to  come  and  take  tea  with  her; 
hoping  thus  to  have  a little  talk  with  them  on  their  w’ays,  and  how  to 
mend  them.  At  her  first  company  she  had  eight ; they  had  washed  their 
poor  caps  and  gowns,  and  came  from  their  dens  looking  tidy,  perhaps 
for  the  first  time,  each  bringing  a baby  and  her  holy  book,  for  God’s 
word  was  the  basis  of  all  their  talk.  Could  they  read?  Not  all;  but 
their  children  could,  and  each  had  some  dim  idea  of  Christ  and  his 
blessed  redemption.  Before  they  left,  Marian  read  aloud  the  I5th  chap- 
ter of  Matthew,  expounding  it  in  her  own  simple  way,  and  the  little  com- 
pany knelt  down  in  prayer,  the  first  prayer-meeting  they  had  ever  at- 
tended. 

This  is  the  beginning  of  a female  agency  to  the  lost  and  degraded, 
recently  begun,  whose  two  distinctive  features  are  these: 

1.  The  w^omen  employed  are  from  among  themselves:  as  such,  they 
can  sympathize  with  the  evils,  the  wants,  the  degradation  of  those  whom 
they  come  to  relieve.  The  class  is  below  the  decent  poor,  and  therefore 
difficult  to  be  reached ; for  with  their  ])overty  has  growni  up  a reckless- 
ness and  hardness  which  defy  and  forbid  ordinary  modes  of  inqjrove- 
ment. 

2.  It  is  an  agency  beginning  its  reforms  loith  the  word  of  God,  The 
Bible  is  the  root  of  all  effort  at  amelioration.  These  people  feel,  often 
keenly  feel  their  wretched  condition;  and  the  “ Bible-wmmen ” offer,  first 
of  all,  a Saviour,  an  almighty  Friend  and  Helper.  They  tell  his  love; 
they  speak  his  words ; they  teach  his  teachings ; they  offer  his  blood  ; 
they  carry  his  balm ; and  nothing,  perhaps,  shows  so  affectingly  and 
wonderfully  the  power  of  tlie  divine  w^ord,  accompanied  by  the  divine 
Spirit,  and  its  fitness  to  meet  the  deepest  needs  of  the  depraved  heart, 
as  the  readiness  wdth  which  these  poor  pious  women  have  been  receiv- 
ed, and  the  quiet  reforms  wdiich  they  are  effecting  in  many  and  many  a 
home,  if  homes  they  can  be  called,  scathed  and  defamed  by  sin  in  every 
form. 

It  is  a mission  of  women  to  women  and  of  women  to  their  own  class,  be- 
ginning with  the  Bible,  which  promises  to  solve  that  most  difficult  of  all 
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problems,  how  to  reach  and  christianize  the  degraded  population  of  our 
cities  and  towns  and  villages — that  class  that  are  eveiy  year  falling  into 
a lower  and  still  lower  level  of  life  and  morals. 

The  prosecution  of  this  truly  blessed  work  in  London  is  portrayed 
in  a most  interesting  manner  in  a little  book  called  “The  Missing  Link.” 
Its  very  name  discloses  the  “missing  link”  in  the  chain  of  Christian  in- 
strumentalities to  reach  the  lost,  found  in  the  employment  of  Bible-women 
to  convey  to  sad  homes  the  water  and  the  bread  of  life,  as  the  first  and 
only  true  and  permanent  social  reform;  a saving  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  being  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  every  thing  we  can  do  for  the 
elevation  of  man. 

God  bless  and  multiply  the  Bible-women.  u.  c.  k. 


CHURCH-TIME. 

In  time  of  service  seal  up  both  thine  eyes, 

And  send  them  to  thy  heart ; that,  spying  sin, 

They  may  weep  out  the  stains  by  them  did  rise ; 

Those  doors  being- shut,  all  by  the  ear  comes  in. 

Who  marks  in  church- time  others’  symmetry, 

Makes  all  their  beauty  his  deformity. 

Let  vain  or  busy  thoughts  have  there  no  jiart ; 

Bring  not  thy  plots,  thy  plough,  thy  pleasures  thither. 
Christ  purged  his  temple — so  must  thou  thy  heart — 

All  worldly  thoughts  are  but  thieves  met  together 
To  cozen  thee.  Look  to  thy  actions  well, 

For  churches  either  are  bur  heaven  or  hell.  Herbert. 


“PRAY  WITHOUT  CEASING.” 

Observe  fixed  seasons  of  religious  retirement.  Jesus  “continued  all 
night  in  prayer.” 

Never  proceed  to  any  business  or  engagement  till  you  have  first  im- 
plored the  Divine  blessing. 

Rest  firmly  on  the  intercession  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Humbly  depend  upon  the  aids  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Use  no  expression  with  the  lips  which  you  do  not  first  strive  to  feel 
at  heart. 

Beware  of  cold,  formal,  abridged  seasons  of  prayer.  Prevailing  prayer 
is  called  “ wrestling^  Agonize  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate. 

Labor  to  preserve  the  spirit  of  prayer  when  not  engaged  in  the  act. 

Let  your  prayers  be  engaged  in  as  for  the  last  time. 


A BAD  life  deranges  the  judgment ; and  a deranged  judgment  makes 
a bad  life  worse. 
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GARDEN  OF  GETHSEMANE. 

A garden ! our  garden ! Is  it  not  a sacred  enclosure  from  the  rough 
jostlings  and  the  rude  stare  of  the  world?  There  is  shade,  shelter, 
greenness,  beauty,  retirement,  rest.  Hard  and  crooked  as  are  other 
roads  to  our  weary  feet,  the  flower-fringed  curves  and  soft  quiet  of  our 
garden  paths  bring  only  peace  and  sweet  refreshment.  The  harsh  dis- 
cords of  life  die  away  in  the  distance,  and  we  open  our  hearts  to  the 
harmonies  of  bird  and  bee,  of  leaFand  breeze,  and  the  low,  sweet  under- 
tone of  God,  who  is  all  in  all. 

And  yet  the  world’s  great  sorrow  began  in  Eden,  fairest  garden  of  all 
the  world,  and  the  bitterness  of  the  world’s  redemption  was  tasted  in  the 
night  hush  of  Gethsemanc.  So  our  Edens  have  Acir  stings,  our  Gcth- 
semanes  their  shame. 

No  path  in  the  Holy  Land  does  the  pious  traveller  traverse  with  a 
more  reverent  step  than  the  rugged  foot-way  leading  from  the  eastern 
gate  of  Jerusalem  down  the  hill-side  Jehoshaphat,  over  the  rocky  bed  of 
Kidron,  on  the  rising  steeps  of  Olivet,  and  into  the  sacred  precincts  of 
Gethsemane.  He  finds  it  enclosed  by  a broken  wall,  shaded  by  eight 
olive-trees,  whose  gnarled  roots  obtrude'  through  the  wasted  soil,  and 
whose  outstretching  arms  have  stood  the  storms  of  centuries. 

Here  stood  the  world’s  Saviour  in  his  deepest  agony,  “ his  soul  ex- 
ceeding sorrowful,  even  unto  death.”  In.  the  deepest  solitude  of  thif^ 
spot  he  pressed  the  cold,  damp  earth,  and  prayed,  '‘Oh,  my  Father,  if  it 
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be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me.”  And  in  the  importunate  cry  of 
his  untold  anguish  his  sweat  was  as  it  were  great  drops  of  blood.  His 
disciples  were  with  him,  yet  strangers  to  his  agony.  We  shrink  from 
the  mournful  scene  of  desertion  and  death  which  followed.  But  let  us 
not  fear  this  garden  of  sorrow.  Though 

‘ ‘ More  pangs  than  tongue  or  heart  can  frame 
Were  sullered  there  without  relief,” 

yet  if  we  come  penitent,  believing,  loving,  adoring,  we  «liall  learn  there 
that  only  through  Gethsemane  comes  pardon  and  peace,  only  through 
the  Cross,  the  Crown. 

THE  PASTOR. 

The  roots  of  pastoral  influence  strike  deep  in  the  home-life  of  the 
people.  The  pastor  has  sliared  life’s  vicissitudes  with  them.  In  their 
great  sorrows  he  has  crossed  their  threshold,  when  other  friends  dared 
not  intrude.  To  their  sick  he  has  brought  the  water  of  life,  and  wdien 
nurse  and  physician  availed  not,  with  what  tearless  agony  has  room 
been  made  for  him  to  cheer  the  pathway  to  the  tomb.  He  has  been  in 
the  presence-chamber  of  their  dead,  with  the  hopes  and  healing  of  his 
Master’s  w'-ords.  Hearts  with  their  secret  burdens,  crushing  doubts,  and 
bleeding  wounds,  sealed  before  the  w’orld,  have  been  laid  open  to  him. 

And  as  he  has  mingled  with  all  forms  ol  sorrow,  so  is  joy  uncrowmed 
without  his  presence.  His  benediction  hallows  the  wedding-feast.  With 
loving  heart  is  his  seat  kc];)t  at  the  family  board.  His  step  hushes  the 
boisterous  frolic  of  the  children,  while  with  reverent  joy  they  gather 
around  him  for  recognition  and  kind  counsel.  The  poor  needle-woman 
thinks  of  his  friendly  sjunpathy,  and  takes  heart.  The  lonely  widow 
breathes  the  balm  of  his  prayers,  and  stays  her  tears.  The  sailor-boy, 
tossed  in  his  hammock,  anchors  on  his  parting  monition.  Youth,  strand- 
ed by  the  impetuous  currents  of  passion,  shrinks  from  and  yet  sighs  for 
the  befriending  compassion  of  his  pastor.  And  thus  the  roots  of  pasto- 
ral influence  twist  round  and  round  and  round  the  very  fibres  of  our 
inmost  life.  The  pastor  and  his  people  mingle  their  being  together. 
He  knows  them  all — their  separate  histories,  characters,  trials.  ‘‘The 
shepherd  knows  his  sheep,  and  is  known  of  them.”  This  indeed  is  the 
secret  of  his  influence — that  he  has  been  Avith  tliem  in  the  familiar  asso- 
ciations of  their  daily  life.  Heart  has  touched  heart.  That  is  it.  Only  a 
settled  minister  can  reap,  or  has  a right  to  reap  all  the  fruits  of  pastoral 
labor.  For  ministerial  success,  says  one  well  qualified  to  judge,  does  not 
lie  in  crowded  churches,  full  aisles,  attentive  congregations,  the  approval 
of  the  religious  world,  much  irnj)ression  produced,  but  in  active  lives? 
obedient,  broken  hearts,  unseen  work  to  be  recognized  at  the  judgment 
day.  H.  c.  K. 
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THE  POVERTY  OF  SPAIN. 

The  new  world  once  poured  all  its  gold  into  the  lap  of  Spain.  She 
was  rich  with  the  riches  of  Mexico  and  Peru ; with  the  industries  of 
skilful  craftsmen ; rich  in  statesmen  and  literature,  in  fame  and  inllueiice. 
More  than  this,  for  these  are  not  all  a nation  needs:  a vessel  came  to 
her  shores  freighted  with  yet  richer  treasure ; it  was  a smuggled  treas- 
ure; the  vigilance  of  custom-liuuse  oHicers  did  not  detect  the  contents 
of  bale  or  cask,  as  they  lay  upon  the  wharf. 

What  did  they  contain?  Hibles.  The  word  of  God  for  Spain.  Spain 
was  rich  in  every  other  treasure  but  that.  Spain  was  poor  with  every 
other  treasure  but  tiiat.  Romanism  had  shut  her  from  the  truth.  Juan 
Hernandez,  a noble  Cliristian  Si)aniai\[  living  in  Geneva,  where  the  light 
of  the  Pteformation  was  then  glowing,  three  hundred  years  ago  deter- 
mined to  send  the  Bible  to  his  countrymen.  iMaiiy  a Spaniard  had  tasted 
the  sweets  of  God’s  word.  Spanish  soldiers  in  foreign  armies  had  fought 
side  by  side  with  the  pious  followers  of  Luther,  heard  the  Bible  read 
around  their  carn})-fires,  and  beheld  its  truths  bringing  peace  to  many  a 
dying  comrade.  Nobles  abroad  became  acquainted  with  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  and  carried  home  the  saving  knowledge  of  his  grace.  AVhen, 
therefore,  the  Bible  itself  found  its  way  to  Spain,  there  were  thousands 
in  secret  to  welcome  the  hid  treasure.  It  was  read  in  convent  and  cot- 
tage, in  the  palace  and  on  the  mountain-side,  and  it  proved  that  blessing 
of  God  which  maketh  rich,  and  he  addeth  no  sorrow  with  it. 
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But  Popery  hating  the  Bible,  laid  deep  plans  to  destroy  this  new 
mine  of  more  than  golden  ore.  With  unrelenting  severity  it  tracked, 
hunted,  banished,  and  burned  its  readers,  wherever  found.  No  quarter 
was  given,  no  favor  or  forgiveness  shown.  Nothing  short  of  a complete 
rooting  out  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  satisfied  the  pajDacy. 

How  it  accomplished  its  deadly  work,  history  records  in  letters  of 
blood ; and  the  bitter  consequences  to  unhappy  Spain  are  not  less  clearly 
traced.  From  that  time  all  the  other  riches  which  were  her  pride  and 
strength  began  to  shrink  and  shrivel  away.  And  she  has  gone  down, 
down,  down  to  moral,  commercial,  and  material  bankruptcy.  Denied 
that  treasure  which  can  alone  ennoble  industry,  exalt  the  arts,  and  give 
a free  and  healthy  stimulus  to  mind,  the  open  Bihlcj  she  has  sunk  into 
decrepitude  and  ruin. 


AN  OLD  MAN’S  PRAYERS.  . 

I was  once  thrown  among  a circle  of  four  or  five  families,  all  shoots 
from  the  same  parent  stock,  where  family  piety  blossomed  with  uncom- 
mon loveliness  and  bore  fruits  of  uncommon  ricjmess.  As  one  child  after 
another  reached  the  age  of  intelligent  moral  action,  they  acknowledged 
the  claims  of  their  Redeemer,  and  numbered  themselves  among  his  be- 
lieving followers.  Nowhere  had  it  ever  seemed  so  easy  for  children  to 
enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  What  was  the  secret  of  all  this  ? What 
modes  of  training  led  to  this  happy  result?  Was  it  by  greater  parental 
fidelity  and  prayer?  Had  the  location  of  these  homes  a better  spiritual 
climate  than  others  ? 

Speaking  of  it  some  time  after  to  an  elder  member  of  the  family,  as 
one  after  another  grew  up  and  began  to  fill  various  posts  of  Christian 
usefulness  in  the  world,  ‘Nih,”  replied  she,  “I  trace  this  stream  of  holy 
influence  back  to  the  prayers  of  a pious  ancestor.  Grandfather  was  an 
eminent  man  of  God,  and  he  prayed  much  for  his  children’s  children — in 
the  fields,  in  the  woods,  at  morning,  midday,  and  evening,  he  prayed  for 
them,  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation.  His  last  years  were  literally 
spent  in  prayer.  After  losing  his  mind  upon' all  other  subjects,  he  could 
still  lead  the  family  devotions,  as  no  one  else  could.”  Was  not  the  old 
man  on  his  knees  wrestling  for  blessings  which  his  descendants  are  now 
so  richly  and  abundantly  enjoying?  How  much  the  present  owe  to  these 
wrestling  Jacobs  of  old,  eternity  alone  can  reveal. 


A Christian  gentleman  from  America,  studying  at  one  of  the  German 
universities,  became  intimate  with  a distinguished  German  scholar  who 
was  a Pantheist.  “I  would  give  the  world  if  I had  it,”  said  the  Panthe- 
ist one  day,  ‘Ho  be  able  to  say  T!cou  to  my  God  as  you  do  to  yours.” 
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RUINS  OF  BAALBEC. 

Tliese  are  among  the  most  remarkable  relics  of  an  ancient  barbaric 
civilization.  They  are  in  Syria,  two  days’  journey  northerly  from  Da- 
mascus, and  so  far  from  the  caravan  routes  of  more  modern  travel  that 
for  centuries  their  existence  was  only  known  by  rumor,  or  scarcely  known 
at  all.  We  have  minute  accounts  of  them,  dating  back  a little  more  than 
a hundred  years,  which,  not  corresponding  to  what  the  traveller  now 
hnds,  show  that  cartlnpiakes,  Arab  incursions,  and  Turkish  ruthlessness 
have  ([uickened  the  ravages  of  time  upon  these  impressive  monuments 
of  the  past. 

They  consist  chiefly  of  two  temples,  one  of  which, extended  1,000  feet 
from  cast  to  west.  A magnificent  portico  180  feet  long,  supported  by 
12  lofty  columns,  led  to  a large  court.  Some  of  the  pillars  still  standing 
are  seven  feet  in  diameter  and  sixty-two  feet  high,  besides  the  entabla- 
ture of  nearly  fourteen  feet.  The  rooms  are  highly  decorated  with  niches 
and  cornices,  and  were  once  probably  with  statues.  Some  of  the  founda- 
tion stones  are  immense ; one  being  G4  feet  in  length  and  13  in  height, 
and  the  same  in  thickness.  The  columns  were  mostly  formed  of  three 
pieces,  fastened  together  by  iron  pins  a foot  long  and  a foot  thick,  and 
so  solidly  were  they  joined  that  even  the  fall  of  the  columns  has  not 
separated  them.  In  richness  of  plan,  united  with  delicacy  of  finish,  they 
surpass  all  others  in  AVestern  Asia,  Africa,  or  Europe. 

These  temples  were  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  the  sun,  the  an- 
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cient  name  of  the  city  being  “Heliopolis,”  or  “City  of  the  Sun.”  The  sun 
was  one  of  the  chief  divinities  in  the  ancient  Syrian  worship,  a form  of 
idolatry  most  naturally  springing  up  on  the  vast  plains  of  Clialdea,  where 
the  tinted  sky  reflects  with  unwonted  brilliancy  the  glorious  pageantries 
of  the  king  of  day.  Nor  were  the  Chaldean  “wise  ^len,”  or  the  Syrian 
shepherd,  unaware  of  the  dawn  of  that  more  glorious  Sun  which  arose 
“ with  healing  in  his  wings. 

LESSONS  OF  LIFE. 

Cross  words  are  meant  to  make  us  gentle,  and  delays  teach  patience, 
and  care  teaches  faith,  and  press  of  business  makes  us  look  out  for  mo- 
ments to  give  to  God,  and  disappointment  is  a special  messenger  to  sum- 
mon our  thoughts  to  heaven.  If,  when  they  come,  we  did  not  try  to  run 
away  from  them,  but  learned  God’s  lesson  from  them,  we  should  soon 
leave  off  calling  them  trying. 

Did  we  but  view  our  daily  path  aright, 

Work  would  seem  pleasure,  and  our  duties  light ; 

Our  daily  burdens  we  should  meekly  take, 

With  this  sweet  motiv^e— /or  our  Saviour  s sake. 

For  thy  sake,  dearest  Lord,  the  constant  round 
Of  common  duties,  oft  so  irksome  found. 

Would  glow  with  love  and  faith  and  joy  divine ; 

While  the  sweet  consciousness  that  we  are  thine, 

Would  make  us  active  workers,  striving  ever, 

By  word  and  deed,  thy  name  to  glorify ; 

Seeking  thy  aid  in  every  weak  endeavor, 

Knowing  that  thou  canst  all  our  need  supply. 

And  resting  on  thy  faithfulness  and  love 
Until  we  gain  a perfect  rest  above. 

Amusement  is  “ the  pursuit  of  pleasure  for  pleasure’s  sake,”  and  there- 
fore always  more  or  less  dangerous.  A healthy  mind  does  not  need 
amusement,  but  recreation,  whose  proper  end  is  not  self-gratification 
merely,  but  the  means  of  gaining  greater  health,  vigor,  and  usefulness. 
It  is  to  rest  and  refresh  the  jaded  mind  or  tired  body,  and  so  renew  it 
for  the  work  of  life  which  God  has  given  us  to  do.  And  to  this  end, 
our  recreations  should  be  always  such  as  we  can  ask  God’s  blessing  on, 
and  invite  his  presence  with  us.  In  choosing  them,  we  should  be  care- 
ful to  avoid  those  which  are  liable  to  abuse,  or  which  have  been  abused 
to  the  hurt  of  others.  Privilege  and  blessings  may  indeed  be  abused 
and  perverted ; but  knowingly  to  put  ourselves  on  questionable  courses, 
is  to  court  temptations  against  which  we  have  no  promised  help,  and 
which  enfeeble  rather  than  invigorate  our  moral  x>owers. 


Prudence  is  the  footprint  of  wisdom. 
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MAPLE-SUGAR  MAKING--NEW  STYLE. 

What  would  our  grandfathers  say  to  the  new  farm-tools  of  our  day — 
horse-rakes,  steam-ploughs,  reaping-machines?  and  now  the  primitive 
sugaring  of  the  old  Vermont  farmer  is  giving  way  before  the  march  of 
modern  improvements.  No  more  kindling  the  camp-hre  between  two  big 
logs  in  the  old  forests ; no  huge  kettle  hung  on  the  log-crane ; no  flash- 
ing up  of  the  lurid  light  as  niglit  crept  on,  throwing  gliostly  shadows 
among  the  trees:  no,  no!  instead — but  we  must  not  quarrel  with  the 
present ; a man  who  has  a thousand  sugar-maples  is  not  to  be  blamed 
for  seizing  upon  the  best  and  shortest  mode  of  extracting  their  sweets. 

Here  we  have  a regular  sugar-house.  You  remember  how  the  sap  is 
drawn  off;  a small  hole  is  bored  in  tlic  trunk  of  the  tree  when  the  spring 
sap  is  rising,  and  a tin  or  wooden  spout  inserted,  through  which  it  runs 
into  buckets  hung  to  receive  it.  The  biicketsful  arc  poured  into  a largo 
tub  and  drawn  by  oxen  or  horses  to  vats  or  holders,”  from  which  it  is 
drawn  off  through  a spout  into  a strainer  to  the  pans,  wlicre  it  is  boiled. 
You  see  it,  passing  on  as  clear  as  water.  Fires  arc  kindled  in  these 
brick  arches,  the  broad  pans  are  filled  with  sap,  and  then  the  boiling  be- 
gins. Evaporation  in  flat  pans  takes  place  more  quickly  than  in  the  pots 
of  the  old  time.  The  sap  thickens,  when  the  syrup  is  ladled  into  a large 
tub,  and  again  strained.  This  is  left  to  cool  and  settle,  when  it  is  again 
placed  over  a brisk  fire ; in  half  an  hour — away,  children,  the  men  want 
room  — off  come  the  pans  full  of  rich,  hot  sugar.  It  is  a stirring  time, 
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in  more  senses  than  one.  Do  the  children  now  cool  little  cakes  of  sugai 
in  the  snow-banks,  as  they  used  to  when  we  were  boys  ? The  boys  have 
no  better  fun  now,  I dare  say,  than  we  did  when  all  out-doors  was  our 
sugar-house;  but  the  sugar  itself  is  certainly  a finer  and  nicer  article: 
better  made,  because  of  better  means  of  making  it,  and  deservedly  in 
demand  in  ail  our  markets. 

At  the  last  census  Vermont  ranked  next  to  Louisiana  in  sugar-making. 
Her  maple  groves  form  a rich  feature  of  her  scenery,  and  a staple  of 
her  wealth.  If  any  one  wishes  to  see  the  American  forest  in  its  full 
autumn  glory,  let  him  visit  Vermont  in  September.  Her  hill-sides  and 
hollows  wear  a surpassing  beauty. 


A SPIDER  LESSON. 

We  always  think  of  spiders  with  webs ; but  all  spiders  do  not  make 
webs.  There  are  the  trap-door  spiders,  for  instance,  which  are  found  in 
the  South  of  Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  What  do  they  do  ? The  female 

digs  a hole  in  the  earth,  about  six 
inches  deep  and  one  inch  in  diam- 
eter, and  lines  it  with  silk  of  her 
own  weaving ; at  the  hole’s  mouth 
she  makes  a round  door,  fastened 
at  the  rim  of  the  hole  bj^  a silk 
hinge.  The  spider  opens  the  door, 
but  the  door  shuts  itself.  This 
trap-door  is  full  of  needle-holes,  so 
small  are  they,  which  nevertheless 
light  and  air  the  spider’s  home,  for  it  generally  lives  at  home,  going 
abroad  only  to  hunt  and  bringing  back  the  spoil  to.  dine  on  at  its  leisure 
or  convenience. 

There  is  another  little  spider,  sometimes  found  in  our  ponds  and 
rivers,  which  makes  quite  another  sort  of  home.  It  lives  in  a little  div- 
ing-bell under  the  water,  which  it  builds  very  curiously.  How?  It 
comes  to  the  top  of  the  water,  gets  a bubble  of  air,  and  carries  it  down 
to  the  stalk  of  a plant  below ; having  safely  secured  it,  it  mounts  up  for 
another  and  another  and  another,  until  there  are  air-bubbles  enough  to 
live  in.  Over  these  it  weaves  a covering  in  the  form  of  a diving-bell, 
tight  at  tne  top  and  open  below,  and  here  this  little  water-spider  sits  and 
dives  at  the  water-mites  which  swim  around  her  cabin-door.  “And  God 
taught  those  spiders,”  said  Jane ; “ Oh,  mother,  what  an  excellent  teacher 
God  is!” 

Leisure. — Leisure  is  a very  pleasant  garment  to  look  at,  but  a bad  one 
to  wear.  The  ruin  of  millions  may  be  traced  to  it. 
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THE  VINE. 


Some  of  tlie  most 
beautiful  and  varied 
imagery  of  Scripture 
owes  its  significance  to 
the  vine,  trained  in  vine- 
yards on  the  hill-sides 
of  Judea,  representing 
God’s  people  “taking 
deep  root  and  filling 
the  land,”  or  climbing 
in  wild  luxuriance  over 
the  garden-wall,  em- 


blem of  that  promised  peace  when  every  man  “ shall  sit  under  his  own 
vine  and  fig-tree,  with  none  to  make  him  afraid.” 

Judea  is  rich  in  the  grape.  In  her  best  days  the  yield  must  have 
been  immense.  Trodden  down  as  she  now  is  by  the  iron  heel  of  oppres- 
sion, besides  raising  large  quantities  for  the  daily  markets  of  Jerusalem 
and  other  neighboring  places,  Hebron  alone,  in  the  first  half  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  annually  sent  300,000  pounds  weight  of  grape  juice  to 
Egypt.  The  general  vintage,  which  is  in  September,  is  a season  of  great 
social  enjoyment.  Tlie  tasks  of  the  laborers  are  lightened  by  jest  and 
song.  “ There  is  joy  and  gladness  in  the  plentiful  field.”  It  is  this  which 
gives  such  a marked  isolation  to  the  redemptive  work  of  the  Messiah, 
where  it  is  figuratively  said  that  “ he  trod  the  wine-press  alone,  and  of 
the  people  there  was  none  with  him.” 

To  the  vine  we  owe  a revelation  of  one  of  the  clearest  relationships 
between  Christ  and  his  followers.  “ I am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches. 
Abide  in  me,  and  I in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  ex- 
cept it  abide  in  the  vine  ; no  more  can  ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  If  a 
man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  forth  as  a branch  and  is  withered ; and 
men  gather  them,  and  cast  them  into  the  fire,  and  they  arc  burned.” 
“Herein  is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit;  so  shall  ye  be 
my  disciples.” 


“Mother,”  said  a dying  child  who  loved  Jesus,  “ shall  you  cry  much 
when  Jesus  takes  me?”  “I  am  afraid  I shall,”  replied  the  mother,  tears 
filling  her  eyes.  “Oh,  please  don’t,”  entreated  the  child,  with  a dis- 
tressed look,  “ please  do  n’t ; for  you  know  whatever  may  happen  to  Jessie 
and  John  in  this  naughty  world,  your  little  Effic  will  be  safe.  Sin  and 
Satan  can’t  snatch  her  from  Jesus’  arms ; never,  never.  Wont  that  com- 
fort you,  mother?  You  never  need  worry  about  me.” 
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GOD'S  ANYIL. 

Pain’s  furnace  heat  within  me  quivers,  ' 
God’s  breath  upon  the  flame  doth  blow, 

And  all  my  heart  in  anguish  shivers, 

And  trembles  at  the  fiery  glow; 

And  yet  I whisper,  As  God  will ; 

And  in  his  hottest  fire  lie  still. 

He  comes  and  lays  my  heart,  all  heated. 
On  the  hard  anvil,  minded  so 

Into  his  own  fair  shape  to  beat  it 

With  his  great  hammer,  blow  on  blow ; 

And  yet  I whisper.  As  God  will ; 

And  at  his  hardest  blows  hold  still. 

He  takes  my  softened  heart  and  beats  it ; 
The  sparks  fly  off  at  every  blow  ; 

He  turns  it  o’er  and  o’er,  and  heats  it. 
And  lets  it  cool,  and  makes  it  glow ; 

And  yet  I whisper.  As  God  will ; 

And  in  his  mighty  hand,  hold  still. 

Why  should  I murmur  ? for  the  sorrow 
Thus  only  longer  lived  would  be: 

Its  end  may  come,  and  will,  to-morrow, 
When  God  has  done  his  work  in  me ; 

So  I say,  trusting.  As  God  will ; 

And  trusting  to  the  end,  hold  still. 

He  kindles  for  my  profit,  purely. 
Affliction’s  glowing,  fiery  brand, 

And  all  his  heaviest  blows  are  surely 
Inflicted  by  a master-hand  ; 

So  I say,  praying.  As  God  will ; 

And  hope  in  him,  and  suffer  still. 


LITTLE  FAULTS. 

If  some  religious  people  keep  their  faults  to  the  last,  it  is  because 
they  have  all  their  life  imagined  that  religion  was  not  intended  to  inter- 
fere with  “ little  things  that  is,  with  small  points  of  manner  and  char- 
acter. AVe  get  from  our  religious  principles  what  we  use  them  for,  and 
no  more.  If  the  power  of  a renewed  will  is  not  brought  to  bear  directly 
upon  our  little  faults,  they  will  increase  even  while  the  religious  charac- 
ter deepens  and  improves  There  is  no  fault  so  small  that  it  will  disap- 
pear of  itself.  I often  wonder  that  believers  should  be  content  to  carry 
with  them  to  the  grave  the  lesser  evils  of  a fallen  nature.  If  we  shall 
one  day  be  restored  to  the  perfect  likeness  of  our  glorified  Redeemer, 
shall  we  put  a limit  which  God  has  not  put  to  the  degree  in  which,  even 
in  this  world,  the  wonderful  change  shall  be  wrought  upon  us  ? 
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THE  TWO  STEW-RANS. 

Mary  was  a young  wife,  a young  housekeeper,  a young  mother,  and 
a young  friend  of  mine,  and  I was  on  my  first  visit  at  her  house.  ..  She 
welcomed  me  with  her  own  bright  smile,  and  showed  me  baby,  and  I did 
not  see  that  wifehood  and  motherhood  had  stripped  her  of  a single  bloom  : 
they  only  deepened  and  brightened  the  graces  of  her  character.  Then 
came  Mary’s  husband:  a fine,  sensible  fellow,  with  a business  head  and 
a friendly  heart.  He  was  a man  you  could  ask  a favor  of.  We — a merry 
three — sat  down  to  supper.  The  nice  white  cakes  and  delicious  rasp- 
berry, the  cookies  and  the  aroma  of  tea,  inviting  to  the  cup  “which 
cheers  but  not  inebriates  — were  these  the  fruit  of  Mary’s  skill  ? Mary 
laughed,  and  her  husband  glanced  happy  endorsing  looks  upon  every 
thing  around.  Then  we  went  to  the  little  sociable  piazza  outside,  and 
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took  a turn  in  the  garden,  and  explored  the  chambers,  and  made  obser- 
vations on  this  prospect  and  that,  baby  everywhere  accompanying  us  in 
his  father’s  arms.  Every  thing  was  neat  and  tasteful ; every  thing  in 
keeping:  and  I retired  to  rest,  grateful  for  another  happy  Eden  in  this 
strange,  unhappy  world  of  ours. 

It  was  not  many  days,  however,  before  I began  to  suspect  a serpent 
lay  secretly  coiled  under  its  pleasant  foliage  ; for  Mary  was  not  as  happy 
as  she  at  first  seemed,  or  as  happy  as  she  ought  to  be  with  so  much  ma- 
terial for  happiness.  “ Where  is  it?”  I anxiously  asked  myself. 

W^'e  were  going  to  ride.  The  chaise  came.  George  jumped  out,  and 
running  up  the  steps,  “Mary,”  he  asked,  “ is  my  coat  mended?  the  one  I 
showed  you  a week  ago,  and  asked  you  about  yesterday;  I want  to 
wear  it.” 

“ Oh,  no,”  cried  Mary, from  up  stairs,  “it  is  not  done ; I will  do  it  this 
minute;  yet  I’m  not  half  dressed  myself;”  and  she  ran  hurriedly  from 
this  drawer  to  that.  “ One  finds  so  much  to  do  in  housekeeping,”  she 
said,  in  a pettish,  apologizing  tone. 

One  day  Mary  promised  us  an  apple  pudding,  made  in  her  new  way — 
no  matter  how.  It  was  a favorite  dish  of  her  husband. 

“Your  pudding,  Mary,”  I suggested,  as  we  sat  together  talking,  the 
forenoon  fast  slipping  away.  “ Oh,  yes,”  she  said,  “ in  one  minute.”  But 
a story  followed,  and  the  minutes  too.  “The  pudding!”  I ejaculated; 
“what  will  husband  say?”  Ah,  I well  knew  what  even  good-tempered 
husbands  thought  and  sometimes  pronounced  over  half-cooked  dinners. 
“ The  pudding,  Mary.”  By  this  time  the  pudding  forced  itself  a well- 
defined  fact  upon  her  mind,  and  she  ran  to  set  herself  about  it. 

Dinner  came:  the  meat,  and  then  the  pudding.  It  looked  round  and 
plump.  She  cut  and  laid  a large  slice  on  the  plate.  The  crust,  alas, 
was  still  dough.  We  took  it  in  silence.  There  was  hope  of  the  apple. 
Ah,  no,  it  was  hard  and  uncooked.  “ This  business  jow  ought  to  look 
into,  Mary,”  said  the  husband  in  a tone  not  to  be  gainsayed. 

“ I have  no  knack  for  puddings,”  rejoined  Mary,  blushing  and  morti- 
fied. “There  are  so  many  troublesome  and  contrary  things  in  house- 
keeping,” said  she,  as  we  became  more  confidential. 

“Somehow  or  other  I do  not  get  along  very  well  in  housekeeping,” 
she  said,  sadly,  one  day;  “I  know  George  is  not  satisfied.  You  know 
how  notable  his  mother  was.  I have  no  tact  for  it.  Nothing  is  ever 
done,  George  says.”  She  seemed  perplexed  and  sorrowful.  “Can  you 
give  me  a few  ideas  ?”  she  asked. 

“Perhaps  I can.  Will  you  listen  and  profit,  Mary?”  I asked  earnest- 
ly, for  I saw  breakers  ahead.  “ Mary,  the  time  was  when  household  du- 
ties were  all  new  to  me,  and  distasteful  as  new.  Unused  to  them  and 
unskilled  in  them,  I shrank  from  them,  dreading  and  avoiding  them.  My 
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servants  left  me— as  every  housekeeper  knows  how  unceremoniotisly 
they  sometimes  do—and  I was  sole  mistress  of  my  kitchen,  pantry, 
sink,  cooking-stove,  and  alL  ‘ What  shall  I do  V was  the  pitiful  and  bit- 
ter cry.  I contrived  to  get  along  easy,  so  be  it  I could  get  early  released 
from  household  duty.  In  a word,  I was  a shirk.  My  husband,  punctual, 
exact,  particular,  did  not  relish  my  regime,  as  I too  clearly  saw.  ‘ I hate  ^ 
and  ‘ I dread  ^ premised  every  kitchen  duty,  until  at  length  dishes,  plates, 
pots,  and  pans,  in  a most  untoward  state,  began  to  accumulate  frightfully 
upon  my  hands.  My  husband  was  silent  and  cold ; fretful  and  fault' 
finding.  A sad  pass. 

“ ‘ This  will  never,  never  do ! ’ I exclaimed  one  cold,  gray  morning,  when 
every  thing  looked  grayer  and  more  cheerless  than  ever.  My  closets, 
store-room,  drawers ; ah,  me,  this  wont  do,  I said,  gazing  on  th|ir  peril- 
ous confusion.  From  beneath  a small  shelf  I drew  out  two  stew-pans, 
first  one,  then  the  other,  with  apple  burnt  and  baked  and  crusted  on 
them.  I had  stowed  them  away  without  courage  to  enforce  the  scraping 
and  scrubbing  necessary  to  their  restoration  to  the  upper  shelf.  Every 
day  for  a week  they  had  peeped  out,  and  every  day  had  I tried  to  push 
them  further  under ; but  no,  not  they  : and  now  they  stood  out  as  large 
as  life,  with  a dozen  plates  in  a similar  condition.  How  I loathed  the 
sight  of  those  two  stew-pans,  with  cold  greasy  water  standing  in  their 
bottoms.  What  shall  I do  ? At  this  point  a sense  of  my  cowardly  ineffi- 
ciency flashed  across  my  mind.  There  was  I,  shrinking  and  shivering 
before  two  stew-pans. 

“ ‘ This  shall  no  longer  be  !’  I instantly  resolved.  Taking  off  my  rings — 
and  rings  are  wonderfully  in  the  way  of  washing  up  dishes — and  tying 
on  a checked  apron,  I heroically  seized  a stew-pan  by  the  brim.  Scrape, 
scrape,  scrape,  washing,  rinsing,  and  the  cleaning  was  achieved.  Two 
round,  nice,  well-favored  stew-pans  stared  me  in  the  face.  I turned  them 
over ; not  a speck  or  flaw  could  be  detected.  It  was  done.  I smiled 
complacently  upon  them,  and  they  reflected  my  smiles. 

“ From  that  moment  I took  courage  and  resolved  to  do;  then  an  inward 
strength  rose  up  within  me.  From  that  moment,  Mary,  I never  suffer- 
ed myself  to  shrink  from,  or  shun,  or  put  off  things.  Whatever  was  to 
be  done,  was  to  be  done  in  the  right  time;  and  from  that  time,  too,  diffi- 
culties began  to  vanish.  If  ever  my  courage  flagged,  away  I ran  to 
the  stew-pans.  The  sight  of  them  encouraged  and  strengthened  me. 
Those  dear  old  stew-pans,  with  faces  so  clean  and  round,  from  them  I 
date  all  the  housekeeping  skill  and  efficiency  I have.  Yes,  Mary,  the 
secret  of  it  is,  after  long  misrloing,  we  must  have  a starting-point,  a 
something  on  which  to  begin  in  good  earnest,  seriously  and  honestly. 
One  thing  faithfully  done,  and  we  take  courage  for 'the  next.  Now, 
Mary,  what  lesson  do  you  learn  from  this  ?”  “ That  I must  instantly  see 
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if The  door  closed  after  her,  in  her  dispatchful  haste  to  the 

kitchen. 

Ah,  yes,  young  housekeeper,  prompt  achievement  is  the  very  soul  of 
housekeeping.  If  you  have  been  a busy  idler  in  your  father’s  house  dur- 
ing the  years  of  maidenhood,  you  have  lost  much  precious  time  ; for,  de- 
pend upon  it,  you  have  little  prospect  of  usefulness,  prosperity,  or  enjo}^- 
ment,  as  a wife,-a  mother,  or  a housekeeper,  unless  yOu  are  willing  to  see 
with  your  own  eyes,  to  work  with  your  own  hands,  and  to  become  the 
ubiquitous  mistress  of  your  own  home.  c.  k. 


THE  BEE  AND  THE  CUCKOO. 


‘‘Stop,  Cuckoo,”  said  the  bee; 

“ With  my  labor  interferes 
That  unpleasant  voice  of  thine, 
Always  ringing  in  my  ears. 

“There  is  no  bird  in  song 
So  monotonous  as  thou  ; 

It  is  cuckoo  all  day  long. 

And  nothing  but  cuckoo!” 

“Wearies  you  iny  monotone?” 
Cuckoo  straight  rejoined ; 

“ So,  too,  one  shape  alone 
In  thy  waxen  cells  I find. 


“ If  in  the  self-same  way 

You  make  a hundred  as  each  one : 
If  I nothing  new  can  say. 

Nothing  new  by  you  is  done.” 

This  was  the  bee’s  reply: 

‘ ‘ A work  of  usefulness 
May  lack  variety, 

And  be  valued  none  the  less. 

“ But  in  a work  designed 
To  gratify  the  taste. 

If  we  no  invention  find. 

All  else  is  tedious  waste.” 


GIVING  — SAVING. 

Systematic  giving  must,  in  a great  measure,  come  from  saving.  Lav- 
ish living,  thoughtless  purchases,  selfish  indulgences,  must  necessarily 
abridge  the  purse  for  religious  charities.  Where  can  we  retrench? 
What  purchase,  what  new  style  can  we  forego,  for  Christ’s  sake?  We 
need  not  spend  our  time  in  vainly  wishing  for  more  to  do  with,  or  cheat 
ourselves  out  of  present  duty  by  thinking  what  could  be  done  under 
more  favoring  circumstances,  but  may  graduate  what  we  have  to  give 
by  this  strictly  personal  question:  “If  I have  been  bought  with  a price, 
and  redeemed  from  sin  and  death  by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  how 
much  shall  I give,  rather,  how  much  shall  I not  give,  to  make  known  re- 
deeming love  to  others  ? 

Difficulty  is  the  element,  and  resistance  the  true  work  of  man.  Self- 
culture never  goes  on  so  fast  as  when  embarrassed  circumstances,  the 
opposition  of  the  elements  or  man,  unexpected  changes  of  the  times,  or 
other  forms  of  suffering,  instead  of  disheartening,  throw  us  on  our  inward 
resources,  turn  us  for  strength  to  God,  clear  up  to  us  the  great  purposes 
of  life,  and  inspire  calm  resolution. 
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A DIVERSION  THAT  NEVER  TIRES. 

‘‘You  ask  me,  my  children,”  writes  Margaret  duchess  of  Aien9on,  the 
favorite  sister  of  Francis  I.  of  France,  and  a devoted  Christian  woman, 
“ to  do  a very  difficult  thing — to  invent  a diversion  that  will  drive  away 
your  ennui.  I have  been  seeking  all  my  life  to  effect  this ; but  I have 
found  only  one  remedy,  which  is  reading  the  holy  Scriptures.  In  perusing 
them  my  mind  experiences  its  true  and  perfect  joy,  and  from  this  pleas- 
ure of  the  mind  proceed  the  repose  and  health  of  the  body. 

“If  you  desire  me  to  tell  you  what  I do,  to  be  so  gay  and  well  at  my 
advanced  age,  it  is  because  as  soon  as  I get  up  I read  these  sacred  books. 
There  I see  and  contemplate  the  will  of  Cod,  who  sent  his  Son  to  us  on 
earth  to  preach  that  holy  word,  and  to  announce  the  sweet  tidings  that 
he  promises  to  pardon  our  sins  and  extinguish  our  debts,  by  giving  us 
his  Son,  who  loved  us,  and  who  suffered  and  died  for  our  sakes.  This 
idea  so  delights  me,  that  I take  up  the  Psalms  and  sing  them  with  my 
heart,  and  pronounce  with  my  tongue  as  humbly  as  possible  the  fine 
hymns  with  which  the  Holy  Spirit  inspired  David  and  the  sacred  authors. 
The  pleasure  I receive  from  this  exercise  so  transports  me,  that  I con- 
sider all  the  evils  which  may  happen  to  me  through  the  day  to  be  real 
blessings ; for  I place  Him  in  my  heart  by  faith,  who  endured  more  mis- 
ery for  me.  Before  I sup,  I retire  in  the  same  manner,  to  give  my  soul 
a congenial  lesson.  At  night  I review  all  that  I have  done  in  the  day. 
I implore  pardon  for  my  faults ; I thank  my  God  for  his  favors  ; and  I lie 
down  in  his  love,  in  his  fear,  and  in  his  peace,  free  from  every  worldly 
anxiety.” 

Conquered  Winter. — A man  dear  to  the  Swedish  heart  has  said,  that 
“ the  grand  natural  feature  of  a northern  life  is  a conquered  winter  ;”  and 
this  equally  applies  to  family,  social,  and  individual  life.  It  so  readily 
freezes  and  grows  stiff;  snow  is  so  apt  to  fall  upon  the  heart,  and  winter 
may  be  felt  as  much  within  as  without  the  house.  In  order  to  keep  it 
warm  within,  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  fire  ever  burning.  Love  must 
not  turn  to  ashes  and  die  out.  It  must  be  kept  alive  with  heavenly  fuel ; 
then  will  house  and  heart  be  warm ; life  will  bloom  continually,  and  cares 
be  turned  to  rich  sources  of  joy.  Then  what  matters  snow  without  ; 
winter  may  do  its  worst. 

The  Drama. — All  great  amusements  are  dangerous  Jor  the  Christian 
life ; but  among  all  those  that  the  world  has  invented,  there  is  none  more 
to  be  feared  than  the  drama.  It  is  a representation  of  the  passions,  so 
delicate  and  so  natural,  that  it  rouses  them  in  the  heart ; and  the  more 
innocent  they  are  made  to  appear  to  innocent  minds,  the  more  they  are 
capable  of  being  moved  by  them.  Pascal. 
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FOOD  IN  THE  DESERT. 

How  could  a people  so  large  as  the  Israelites  were — for  their  armed 
men  were  600,000— have  been  able  to  live  for  nearly  forty  years  in  a 
country  so  inhospitable  as  the  wilderness  of  Sinai  ? is  a question  often 
asked  by  travellers  visiting  this  dreary  region. 

Miracles  supplied  them  with  manna,  water,  quails.  Apart  from  a 
miraculous  supply,  Stanley,  an  English  traveller,  suggests  that  they  had 
flocks  and  herds  of  their  own,  and  that  they  spread  far  and  wide,  seek- 
ing food  from  different  and  distant  points.  There  are  likewise  indica- 
tions that  the  wilderness  through  which  they  passed  must  have  afforded 
more  abundant  resources'  than  now.  The  vegetation  of  the  valleys  has 
evidently  declined.  This,  in  part,  is  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  winter 
torrents,  which  in  earlier  times  produced  great  devastations ; in  part  to 
the  recklessness  of  the  Bedouin  Arabs,  which  destroy  and  never  repair. 
A fire,  a pipe  lighted  under  a grove  of  the  desert  trees,  may  destroy 
the  verdure  of  a whole  valley.  The  acacia-trees  have  of  late  years  been 
ruthlessly  destroyed  by  them,  in  order  to  make  charcoal. 

How  much  may  be  done  by  the  careful  use  of  such  water  and  soil  as 
the  desert  supplies,  may  be  seen  at  the  only  two  spots  where  there  is 
any  thing  like  a careful  cultivation  of  the  land ; one  of  these  are  the  gar- 
dens at  the  wells  of  Moses,  under  the  care  of  the  French  and  English 
agents  living  at  Suez ; and  the  other  under  the  charge  of  the  convent  of 
St.  Catharine,  at  mount  Sinai.  These  bear  the  fruits  of  the  tropics  in 
abundance ; islands  are  they  of  the  richest  verdure  in  an  ocean  of  sand 
and  rocks.  In  ancient  times  there  was  a larger  population  to  till  the 
soil.  The  ruined  cities  of  Edom  and  Petraea  disclose  a people  and  a traffic 
in  those  times  almost  inconceivable.  Even  in  later  times,  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  centuries  of  the  Christian  era,  the  writings  of  pious  pilgrims  on  the 
rocks,  the  numerous  remains  of  cells,  gardens,  houses,  chapels,  and 
churches,  all  show  that  the  desert  was  not  always  the  dreary  waste  it 
now  is. 


The  conditions  the  easiest  to  live  in  according  to  the  world,  are  the 
most  difficult  according  to  God ; and  vice  versa.  Nothing  is  so  difficult, 
according  to  the  world,  as  the  religious  life ; nothing  is  easier,  according 
to  God.  Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  live  in  a high  position,  and  to 
have  great  wealth,  according  to  the  world ; nothing  is  more  difficult  than 
to  live  in  them,  according  to  God,  without  taking  part  and  pleasure  in 
them.  Pascal. 

We  are  not  weary  of  eating  and  sleeping  every  day,  for  hunger  and 
sleep  revive ; without  this  we  should  weary  of  them.  Thus,  without  the 
hunger  after  spiritual  things,  we  weary  of  them. 
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THE  PATHWAYS  OF  THE  HOLY  LAND. 

The  pathways  of  thy  land  are  little  changed 
Since  thou  wert  there  ; 

The  busy  world  through  other  ways  has  ranged 
And  left  these  bare. 

The  rocky  path  still  climbs  the  glowing  steep 
Of  Olivet ; 

Though  rains  of  two  millenniums  wear  it  deep, 

Men  tread  it  yet. 

Still  to  the  garden  o’er  the  brook  it  leads, 

Quiet  and  low ; 

Before  his  sheep  the  shepherd  on  it  treads — 

His  voice  they  know. 

The  wild  fig  throws  broad  shadows  o’er  it  still, 

As  once  o’er  thee ; 

Peasants  go  home  at  evening  up  that  hill 
To  Bethany. 

And  as,  when  gazing,  thou  did’st  weep  o’er  them, 
From  height  to  height 

The  white  roofs  of  discrowned  Jerusalem 
Burst  on  our  sight. 

These  ways  were  strewn  with  garments  once,  and  palm 
Which  we  tread  thus  ; 

Here  through  thy  triumph  on  thou  passedst,  calm, 

On  to  thy  cross. 

The  waves  have  washed  fresh  sands  upon  the  shore 
Of  Galilee ; 

But  chiselled  on  the  hill-sides  ever  more 
Thy  paths  we  see. 

Man  has  not  changed  them  in  that  slumb’ring  land, 
Nor  time  elfaced ; 

Where  thy  feet  trod  to  bless,  we  still  may  stand  : 

All  can  be  traced. 

Yet  we  have  traces  of  thy  footsteps  far 
Truer  than  these ; 

Where’er  the  poor  and  tried  and  suffering  are. 

Thy  steps  faith  sees. 

Nor  with  fond,  sad  regrets  thy  steps  we  trace ; 

Thou  art  not  dead : 

Our  path  is  onward,  till  we  see  thy  face 
And  hear  thy  tread. 

And  now,  wherever  meet  thy  lowliest  band 
In  praise  and  prayer. 

There  is  thy  presence,  there  thy  Holy  Land ; 

Thou,  thou  art  there. 
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Quit. — “ George  Lincoln  is  among  the  converts!”  “ George  Lincoln 
is  reformed!”  ^‘What  a change  in  George  Lincoln;  it  is  like  life 'from 
the  dead !”  These  were  the  kind  of  remarks  uttered  by  surprised  and 
thankful  friends  at  the  marked  change  which  came  over  a young  man  in 
our  community  during  a religious  interest  a few  years  ago.  He  was  the 
son  of  pious  parents,  but  drifting  far  from  his  privileges,  became  corrupt 
and  the  corrupter  of  others.  There  was  a universal  sigh  over  so  much 
promise  and  so  much  beauty  fallen ; so  that  when  we  saw  him  arrested 
by  the.  Spirit  of  God,  heard  his  penitent  confessions,  beheld  him  in  the 
place  of  prayer,  read  the  grateful  joy  which  beamed  in  every  feature  of 
his  father’s  face,  it  seemed  like  a new  revelation  of  the  power  and  mercy 
of  God.  George  united  himself  with  the  church,  and  for  a time  all  things 
seemed  “ well  ” with  the  young  man. 

“ There  is  one  thing  I do  not  quite  like  to  see  in  George,”  said  a gen- 
tleman. 

“What?”  asked  a friend,  jealous  of  the  slightest  suspicion  cast  upon 
his  new  life. 

“ I am  afraid  he  is  too  much  with  his  old  associates ; only  to-day  I 
met  him  with  two  of  them — all  smoking.” 

“ He  keeps  their  company  to  gain  an  influence  over  them,  in  order  to 
do  them  good.  I hear  he  always  carries  a Bible  in  his  pocket,  and  is 
often  heard  arguing  with  them  and  reading  to  them.” 

“ They  are  far  more  likely  to  regain  their  influence  over  him,”  said 
the  gentleman,  shaking  his  head.  “A  young  Christian  should  never  try 
to  meet  his  foes  single-handed.  Associates  he  must  have,  but  they  must 
be  such  as  will  improve  and  back  him  up.” 

We  thought  the  criticism  harsh;  but  time  proved  its  correctness. 
George  went  back.  “ My  old  associates  were  too  strong  for  me,”  said 
the  wretched  young  man,  on  the  eve  of  flying  from  every  reminder  of 
what  he  had  been.  “If  I had  only  quit,  quit,  quit — quit  every  sinful 
indulgence:  it  should  have  been  all  quit'^ 

The  quit-principle  is  a life-principle.  “ Come  out  from  among  them,  and 
he  ye  separate,” 

“ The  great  want  of  California,”  says  a recent  traveller,  “ is  virtuous, 
educated,  energetic  women ; one  hundred  thousand  of  these  would  find 
homes  and  be  useful  there.  No  woman  should  go  without  the  protec- 
tion of  relatives  or  trusted  friends ; but  women  who  can  teach,  manage 
a dairy,  keep  house,  and  do  not  think  any  useful  work  degrading,  will 
find  California  a fine  country  to  emigrate  to.” 


Ours  is  an  age  neither  of  composure  nor  of  faith.  It  urges  speedy 
results  ; it  desires  effective,  rather  than  simple,  truthful  w6rk. 
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OUR  CISTERN  ALMOST  FULL. 

There  is  in  our  house  a central  cistern,  supplied  from  a spring  yon- 
der. From  that  cistern  go  many  pipes,  leading  to  all  parts  of  the  house, 
carrying  water  to  supply  all  the  family  wants.  If  it  be  nearly  full,  and 
yet  not  filled  to  the  top  so  as  to  cover  the  mouth  of  the  pipes,  the  pipes 
will  remain  dry,  and  none  of  the  inmates  will  get  any  water.  The  cistern 
is  almost  full — a little  more  would  make  it  overflow — but  for  all  practical 
purposes  almost  full  is  as  bad  as  having  it  empty.  Almost  full,  yet  the 
family  get  none  of  it.  It  is  not  full  enough  to  flow  into  the  branching 
pipes  and  gurgle  along  to  the  most  distant  extremities,  ready  at  a touch 
to  pour  forth  its  liquid  treasures. 

In  this  image  we  see  why  many  a Christian  is  useless  in  the  world. 
He  is  almost  full,  but  not  overflowing.  He  is  concerned  about  the  great 
things  of  eternity ; but  he  is  not  so  completely  filled  by  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  that  it  flows  into  all  the  little  channels  of  his  daily  life.  These, 
alas,  are  dry.  And  yet  it  is  through  these  he  chiefly  touches  others — 
through  these  that  the  currents  of  his  influence  overflow  into  the  hands 
and  hearts  of  those  around  him.  Therefore,  real  Christian  as  he  may  be, 
he  does  very  little  good  to  others.  Perhaps  he  does  harm  by  thus  mis- 
representing Christ  and  himself  likewise ; for  he  seems  more  empty  than 
he  really  is.  Though  not  dry,  for  all  practical  results  he  is  so.  Others 
are  not  watered  and  blessed  by  his  influence.  Ah,  Christian,  keep  the 
cistern  full. 

“Where  the  Devil  cannot  Come,  he  will  Send” — A proverb  of  very 
serious  import,  which  excellently  sets  out  to  us  the  penetrative  cliaracter 
of  temptations,  and  the  certainty  that  they  will  follow  and  find  men  out 
in  their  strictest  retreats.  It  rebukes  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  by 
any  outward  arrangements,  cloistered  retirements,  flights  into  the  wilder- 
ness, sin  can  be  kept  at  a distance.  So  far  from  this,  temptations  will 
inevitably  overleap  all  these  outward  and  merely  artificial  barriers  which 
may  be  raised  up  against  them;  for  our  great  enemy  is  as  formidable 
from  a seeming  distance  as  in  close  combat:  where  he  cannot  come,  he  will 
send.  Trench. 


What  strange  servants  some  Christians  are ! always  at  work  for  them- 
selves, and  never  doing  any  thing  for  him  whom  they  call  their  Master. 
And  what  subjects ! ever  desiring  to  take  the  reins  of  government  into 
their  own  hands. 

The  desire  of  showing  little  kindnesses  proceeds  often  merely  from 
an  obliging  disposition;  but  the  habit  of  it  must  be  formed  on  Christian 
motives,  and  on  an  habitual  course  of  self-denial  and  thoughtfulness. 
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Limits  of  Denominationalism. — The  late  Rev.  Dr.  Johns  of  Baltimore 
said  in  a Colporteur  meeting,  ‘‘  Whenever  denominationalism  goes  be- 
yond love  for  souls,  something  is  wrong.  So  fearful  am  I of  this  spirit, 
that  I have  been  accustomed  for  years,  in  passing  a house  of  worship  of 
some  other  denomination  than  my  own,  to  lift  my  heart  to  God  in  prayer 
for  the  minister  and  his  people.” 

The  chief  cause  of  insanity  in  Norway  is  not  love,  or  licentiousness, 
or  intemperance,  or  disappointment,  but  solitude,  I did  not  understand 
this  at  first,  but  after  being  in  those  vast,  melancholy  solitudes,  and 
seeing  how  utterly  lonely  on  the  great  mountain-sides,  and  by  the  rock- 
bounded  Fiords  of  the  North  thousands  must  live  year  after  year  in 
Norway,  I could  well  believe  that  the  soul  might  become  sick  or  poisoned 
for  want  of  its  atmosphere — the  society  of  other  human  beings. 

Failure  not  Defeat. — If  ever  failure  seemed  to  rest  on  a noble  life, 
it  was  when  the  Son  of  man,  deserted  by  his  friends,  heard  the  cry  which 
proclaimed  that  the  Pharisees  had  drawn  the  net  around  their  Divine 
victim.  Yet  from  that  very  hour  of  defeat  and  death,  there  went  forth 
the  world’s  life;  from  that  very  moment  of  apparent  failure,  there  pro- 
ceeded forth  into  the  ages  the  spirit  of  the  conquering  Cross.  Surely,  if 
the  Cross  says  any  thing,  it  says  that  apparent  defeat  is  often  real  vic- 
tory, and  that  there  is  a heaven  for  those  who  have  nohiy  and  truly  failed 
on  earth.  Robertson. 

There  are  unseen  elements  which  often  frustrate  our  wisest  calcula- 
tions— which  raise  up  the  sufferers  trom  the  edge  of  the  grave,  contra- 
dicting the  prophecies  of  the  clear-sighted  physician,  and  fulfilling  the 
blind,  clinging  hopes  of  affection.  Such  unseen  elements  Mr.  Tryon 
called  the  Divine  will,  filling  up  the  margin  of  ignorance  which  surrounds 
all  our  knowledge  with  the  feelings  of  trust  and  resignation.  Perhaps 
the  profoundest  philosophy  could  hardly  fill  it  up  better. 

Brunel. — ^Brunei  one  day  expressed  to  Robert  Stephenson  great  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  treatment  which  he  thought  he  had  experienced  from 
his  contractors.  You  are  too  suspicious,”  said  Stephenson.  “I  suspect 
all  men  to  be  rogues  until  I find  them  to  be  honest  men,”  said  Brunei. 
^‘For  my  part,”  rejoined  Stephenson,  “I  take  all  men  to  be  honest  till  I 
find  them  to  be  rogues.” 

God,  who  disposes  of  all  things  sweetly,  puts  religion  in  the  mind  by 
reasons,  and  in  the  heart  by  grace.  But  to  undertake  to  put  it  in  the 
mind  and  heart  by  force  or  threats,  is  not  to  put  religion  there,  but 
terror. 
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LIBERTY. 

How  false  is  the  conception,  how  frantic  the  pursuit  of  that  treacher- 
ous phantom  which  men  call  Liberty ! There  is  no  such  thing  in  the 
universe.  There  can  never  be.  The  stars  have  it  not ; the  earth  has  it 
not ; the  sea  ha«  it  not ; and  we  men  have  the  mockery  and  semblance  of 
it  only  for  our  heaviest  punishment. 

You  would  reply,  that  by  liberty  you  mean  the  law  of  liberty.  Then 
why  use  the  single  and  misunderstood  word?  If  by  liberty  you  mean/ 
chastisement  of  the  passions,  discipline  of  the  intellect,  subjection  of  the 
will ; if  you  mean  the  fear  of  inflicting,  the  shame  of  committing  a wrong  ; 
if  you  mean  respect  for  all  who  are  in  authority  and  consideration  of  all 
who  are  in  dependence,  veneration  for  the  good,  mercy  to  the  evil,  sym- 
pathy with  the  weak,  why  do  you  call  it  by  the  same  name  by  which  the 
luxurious  mean  license,  and  the  reckless  mean  change — by  which  the 
rogue  means  rapine,  and  the  malignant  mean  violence  ? Call  it  by  any 
name  rather  than  this ; but  its  best  and  truest  test  is  obedience : that 
principle  to  which  polity  owes  its  stability,  life  its  happiness,  faith  its 
acceptance,  creation  its  continuance,  is  obedience.  Buskin. 


The  Chinese  are  very  fond  of  reading.  Quotations  from  authors  are 
put  up  everywhere,  upon  public  and  private  buildings,  and  upon  sliops 
and  temples.  Enter  the  poorest  house  in  the  most  miserable  village,  and 
though  you  will  often  find  complete  destitution  and  a want  of  the  com- 
monest necessaries  of  life,  you  will  be  sure  to  see  some  beautiful  maxims 
written  upon  scrolls  of  red  paper.  China  might  in  a sense  be  called  one 
enormous  library.  These  maxims  are  often  admirable  for  sagacity  of 
thought  and  felicity  of  expression.  Here  are  some  specimens : 

“ My  books  speak  to  my  mind,  my  friends  to  my  heart,  heaven  to  my 
soul,  and  all  the  rest  to  my  ears.” 

“ He  who  finds  pleasure  in  vice,  and  pain  in  virtue,  is  a novice  in 
both.” 

“We  can  do  without  the  world,  but  we  need  a friend.” 

“ The  dog  in  his  kennel  barks  at  his  fleas ; the  dog  which  hunts  does 
not  feel  them.” 

“ Great  minds  have  purposes  ; others  have  only  wishes.” 

“ One  day  is  worth  three  to  him  who  does  every  thing  in  order.” 


“ I THINK  the  intimacy  which  is  begotten  over  the  wine-bottle,”  says 
Thackeray,  “ has  no  heart.  I never  knew  a good  feeling  come  from  it,  or 
an  honest  friendship  made  by  it:  it  only  entices  men  and  ruins  them ; it  is 
only  a phantom  of  friendship  and  feeling,  called  up  by  the  delirious  blood 
and  the  wicked  spells  of  the  wine.” 
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BOURDALOUE. 

If  you  preach  badly,  or  only  tolerably,  says  Bourdaloue,  people  ease 
their  consciences  by  criticizing  you,  and  the  consequence  of  this  in  their 
minds  is,  that  there  is  no  harm  in  not  profiting  by  a poor  sermon.  If  you 
preach  well,  they  put  themselves  at  ease  by  praising  you;  and  in  order 
not  to  give  God  the  tribute  claimed  by  him,  they  hasten  to  pay  to  the 
minister  that  which  costs  them  the  least  and  binds  them,  to  nothing. 
See,  they  seem  to  say,  what  enthusiasm  I feel  about  a religious  discourse, 
and  for  a man  who  speaks  to  me  of  God  and  my  salvation ; and  content 
with  feeling  this  enthusiasm,  they  stop  there ; their  conscience  is  satis- 
fied. Therefore,  when  one  of  my  audience  comes  to  inform  me  that  I 
have  given  him  pleasure,  (for  you  know  that  is  the  expression,)  there  is 
another,  I say  to  myself,  to  whom  my  sermon  is  lost. 

INTERESTING  TO  WINE-DRINKERS. 

Ten  dollars  a gallon  will  be  given  for  any  quantity  of  wine,  now’  in 
the  hands  of  the  trade,  proved  by  chemical  test  to  be  free  from  the  fol- 
lowing poisons  : sugar  of  lead,  logwood,  green  vitriol,  capsicum,  opium, 
tobacco,  aloes,  alum,  essential  oils,  bitter  oranges,  India  berry,  poke- 
berries,  elder-berries,  Guinea  pepper,  Brazil  wood,  gum  benzoin,  burnt 
sugar,  brandy,  laurel  water,  lamb’s  blood,  dragon’s  blood,  red  sanders, 
salt  of  tartar,  cocculus  indicus,  poison  hemlock,  nux'  vomica,  oil  of  vitriol, 
prussic  acid,  henbane,  or  any  other  foreign  admixture. 

“I  thank  God,”  says  a commentator  on  the  Scriptures,  “for  the 
spiritual  profit  I have  derived  from  the  revision  of  every  book.  I see, 
more  clearly  than  ever  before,  that  each  book  has  its  own  particular  place 
and  office  in  ^all  Scripture,’  ^ given  by  inspiration  of  God,’  and  ^profitable 
for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness,’ 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good 
works.” 

To  be  awakened,  you  need  to  know  your  own  heart;  to  be  saved,  you 
need  to  know  the  heart  of  God  and  Christ. 

It  is  one  of  the  worst  errors,  that  there  is  any  other  path  of  safety 
besides  that  of  duty 

“ Our  expense  is  almost  all  for  conformity,”  says  a shrewd  observer. 
“It  is  for  cake  that  we  run  in  debt;  it  is  not  intellect,  or  the  heart,  or 
culture,  or  our  worship,  that  costs  so  much.  We  dare  not  trust  our  wit 
for  making  our  houses  pleasant  to  our  friends,  and  so  we  buy  ice- 
creams.” 


It  is  easier  to  do  much  mischief  than  to  accomplish  a little  good. 
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STATISTICAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Congress  assembles  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  each  year.  The  Senate  consists 
of  63  members,  two  from  each  state.  The  House  of  Representatives  consists  at  present  of 
237  members,  and  five  non-voting  delegates.  Compensation  $3,000  per  annum,  and  $8 
for  each  20  miles’  travel  in  going  and  returning. 


The  Supreme  Court. — Chief  Justice,  Roger  B.  Taney  of  Maryland,  salary  $6,500. 
Associate  Justices,  John  McLean,  Ohio;  James  M.  Wayne,  Georgia;  John  Catron,  Tennes- 
see; Peter  Y.  Daniel,  Virginia;  Samuel  Helson,  Hew  York;  Robert  C.  G-rier,  Pennsyl- 
vania; John  A.  Campbell,  Alabama;  Hathan  Clifford,  Maine:  salary  $6,000.  This  Court 
is  held  in  Washington,  and  has  but  one  session  annually,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday 
in  December. 

Circuit  Courts. — The  United  States  are  divided  into  te?i  judicial  circuits,  in  each  of 
which  a Circuit  Co  irt  is  held  at  least  twice  a year  for  each  state  within  the  circuit,  by  a Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  District  Judge  of  the  state  or  district  in  which  the  court  sits. 

District  Courts. — The  United  States  are  also  divided  into  fifty-one  districts,  in  which 
District  Courts  are  held  by  forty-two  district  judges.  And  in  each  of  the  territories,  there 
is  also  a Judge  and  two  Associate  Judges,  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 


Intercourse  with  Foreign  Hations. — The  pay  of  Envoys  Extraordinary,  and  Minis- 
ters Plenipotentiary,  (from  $10,000  to  $17,500,)  and  so  of  Ministers  Resident,  Secretaries 
of  Legation,  and  Charges,  varies  with  the  country  to  which  they  are  commissioned.  The 
United  States  are  represented  by  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  at  the  courts  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Spain,  Russia,  Prussia,  Mexico,  Brazil,  Chili,  Peru,  and  China;  and  by  Charges 
d’ Affaires  or  Ministers  Resident,  at  the  courts  of  most  of  the  other  foreign  powers  with 
which  this  country  is  connected  by  commercial  intercourse.  There  were  also,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1859,  224  consuls  and  commercial  agents  from  the  United  States  residing  in  foreign 
countries;  and  23  ministers  and  charges,  and  517  consuls  and  commercial  agents  for  foreign 
countries  in  the  United  States — though  some  of  these  are  enumerated  for  several  different 
countries. 


The  Army. — The  authorized  strength  of  the  United  States  army  is  18,165.  officers  and 
men;  the  actual  strength,  July  1,  1859,  was  17,493;  of  whom  only  about  11,000  are  avuiil- 
able  for  active  service  in  the  field.  This  force  is  divided  into  19  regiments,  garrisoning  68 
permanent  forts,  and  70  military  posts  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  The  wliole  territory 
of  the  United  States,  embracing  an  area  of  three  millions  of  square  miles,  is  divided  into  6 
great  departments,  in  which  there  are4’25  arsenals  and  armories,  be.sides  the  camps  and  forts 
abovementioned.  The  whole  support  of  the  army  proper  cost  $13,998,726. 

The  militia  force  of  the  United  States  consists  in  all  of  about  2,700,000  men. 


The  Militia. — The  militia  force  of  the  United  States,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained 
from  official  reports,  consists  of  53,589  commissioned  officers,  and  2,036,520  non-commission- 
ed officers,  musicians,  artificers,  and  privates ; making  a total  of  2,727,486  men. 


The  Navy. — The  navy  of  the  United  States  has,  (I860,)  captains — active  list  80,  re- 
served list  20;  commanders — active  list  114,  reserved  list  16;  lieutenants,  362;  masters, 
34;  surgeons  of  various  grades,  149;  pursers,  64,  chaplains,  23;  teachers,  etc.,  11;  mid- 
shipmen, engineers,  and  other  subordinate  officers,  601.  Ten  ships  of  the  line,  10  frigates, 
21  sloops  of  war,  3 brigs,  1 schooner,  30  screw-steamers  and  tenders,  9 sidewheel  steamers, 
3 store-vessels,  6 permanent  store  and  receiving  ships,  (in  all,  94  vessels,)  a naval  asylum, 
a naval  academy,  and  8 navy-yards. 
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United  States  Post-office  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859 Number  of  post-offices, 

28,539;  increase  during  the  year,  562;  there  have  been  established,  1,455;  discontinued, 
893  ; mail  routes,  8,723 ; aggregate  length,  260,052  miles ; annual  transportation,  82,308,- 
402  miles;  ©f  which  by  railroads,  26,010  miles — total,  27,268,384  miles,  at  11.9  cents  per 
mile;  by  steam-boats,  19,209  miles,  total  4,569,962,  at  25.3  cents  per  mile;  by  coaches, 
63,041  miles,  total  23,448,498  miles,  at  13.3  cents  per  mile;  by  inferior  modes,  151,792 
miles;  total  27,021,658,  at  7.1  cents  per  mile.  Expenditures  of  the  department  for  1859, 
$14,964,493;  revenue,  $7,968,484;  deficiency,  $6,996,009. 


Dead  Letters. — Nearly  2,000,000  annually  of  letters  forwarded  through  the  Post-office, 
fail  to  find  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  directed,  and  go  to  the  dead-letter  office  at  Wash- 
ington. More  than  half  of  these  fail  through  misdirection.  During  the  past  year  9,726  let- 
ters, containing  money  to  the  amount  of  $45,718,  were  sent  back  addressed  to  their  writers; 
8,574  of  these  were  claimed,  containing  $41,143.  Of  letters  containing  valuable  enclo- 
sures other  than  money,  8,647  were  returned  from  the  office,  containing  $2,502,298;  and 
of  these,  7,738  reached  their  owners.  To  foreign  lands  139,981  dead  letters  were  returned 
unopened. 

The  Marine  Corps. — The  Marine  corps  has  the  organization  of  a brigade,  and  consists, 
(I860,)  besides  staff  officers,  of  1 lieutenant-colonel,  7 majors,  14  captains,  20  first  and  20 
second  lieutenants,  and  about  1,500  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  men,  etc. 


Revenue  and  Expenditures  of  the  United  States  (government,  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1859. 

RECEIPTS 


From  Customs $19,565,824 

From  Public  Lands  l,756,68?i 

Miscellaneous  sources — 2,082,559 

Loan  of  June  14,  1858  18,620.000 

Treasury  notes  issued - 9,667,400 

Balance  in  Treasury  July  1,  1858 — 6,398,316 


Total  means - $88,090,787 

Expenditures 83,751,511 


Balance  in  Treasury,  July  1, 1859-  -$4,339,276 


EXPENDITURES. 

Civil  List,  Miscellaneous,  and  For- 
eign intercourse  - - - -$23,635,821 

Department  of  Interior 4,753,973 

“ of  War  23,243,822 

“ of  Navy 14,712,610 

Public  Debt ----  17.105,285 


Total- 


-$83,751,511 


United  States  Debt  outstanding  July  1,  1859,  $45,155,977;  exclusive  of  treasury 
notes  unredeemed,  $15,046^800. 

Mint. — The  mint  establishment  of  the  United  States  consists  of  the  principal  mint  at 
Philadelphia  and  five  branches.  The  following  table  gives  the  localities  of  the  several 
mints,  the  dates  of  their  establishment,  and  the  coinage  of  each  during  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1859 : 


MINTS. 

Coinage 

commenced. 

Silver  coinage, 
1858-9. 

Total^coinage, 

Philadelphia -, 

New  Orleans 

■^hsirlottc  IST  0 - 

1793 

1838 

1838 

1838 

1854 

1854 

$2,660,647 
530.000 
202;  735 
65,582 
13,906,272 
13,044,718 

$3,009,241 

3,22.3,996 

$307,000 

$5,976,888 

3,753,996 

202,735 

65,582 

14,234:242 

13,317;i42 

San  Francisco,  Cal.  — - 

New  York,  (Assay-office) 

Total 

327,970 
27?, 424 

----- 

$30,409,954 

$6,83.3,631 

$307, MOO 

$37,, 550, .585 

The  aggregate  coinage  of  the  mints,  from  1793  to  June  30,  1859,  has  been  $689,189,- 
679  95.  Of  this  amount,  $470,341,478  46  of  gold,  and  $3,290,368  33  of  silver,  was  derived 
from  mines  of  the  United  States. 

The  standard  of  fineness  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  is  900-1000ths, 
equivalent  to  21  6-lOths  carats.  The  new  cent  is  composed  of  88  per  cent,  copper  and  12 
per  cent,  nickel.  The  alloy  of  silver  coins  is  copper,  and  of  gold  coins  copper  and  silver. 
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A silver  dollar  weighs  4V2  1-2  grains,  of  which  371 1-4  grains  are  pure  silver.  A gold  dol- 
lar weighs  25  8-lOth  grains,  of  which  23  22- 100th  grains  are  pure  gold.  A British  sove- 
reign of  the  legal  standard  weighs  123  1-2  grains,  of  which  113  grains  are  pure  gold. 


Foreign  Coins. — The  value  of  foreign  coins  depends  upon  the  amount  of  pure  gold  or 
silver  which  they  contain.  As  changes  of  weight  and  fineness  are  occasionally  made  by 
the  different  governments  in  their  coins,  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  commercial  world  to  be 
kept  informed  of  what  these  changes  are.  In  the  United  States,  the  Director  of  the  Mint  is 
required  by  law  to  cause  assays  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  of  foreign  coins,  and  report 
their  value  annually  to  Congress.  The  following  table  is  compiled  from  his  report  of  No- 
vember 5,  1859 : 


COUNTRY 


Austria 

Belgium 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chili 

Denmark 

England 

(( 

France - - - 

Germany,  north - 
“ sou*h- 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

New  Granada  — 

Peru 

Portugal 

Rome 

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden 

Turkey 

Tn«canv 


GOLD  COINS. 

Denomination. 

Value. 

$ cts.  m 

Ducat - 

2 28 

25  Francs  

4 72 

Doubloon - - 

15  58 

20,000  Reis 

10  90  5 

1 0 Pesos 

9 15  3 

10  Thaler 

7 90 

Sovereign,  new 

4 86  3 

“ average  - - 

4 84  8 

20  Francs,  average  - 

3 84  5 

10  Thaler 

7 90 

Ducat 

2 28  3 

Doubloon,  average  — 

15  53  4 

10  Guilders 

3 99 

10  Pesos,  new- 

9 67  5 

Doubloon,  old - 

L5  56 

Crown 

5 81  3 

2i  Scudi,  new 

2 60 

3 Roubles 

3 97  C 

LOO  Reals - 

4 96  3 

Ducat 

2 26  : 

100  Piastres - - 

4 37  4 

Sequin - - - • 

2 30 

SiLVEK  COINS. 

Denomination. 

Value. 

$ cts,  m. 

Scudo 

1 01  5 

5 Francs 

96  8 

Dollar 

1 05  4 

2,000  Reis  

1 01  3 

New  Dollar - 

97 

2 Rigsdaler 

1 09  4 

Shilling,  new 

22  7 

“ average 

22  2 

5 Francs,  average  - - - 

96  8 

Thaler 

71  7 

Guilder  or  Florin  - - 

41  2 

Dollar,  average 

1 04  9 

2d  Guilders 

1 02  3 

Dollar,  1857 

93  8 

Dollar,  1855  

93  6 

Crown 

1 16  6 

Scudo 

1 04  7 

Rouble 

78  4 

Pistareen,  new 

20  1 

Rix  dollar 

1 10  1 

20  Piastres 

86  5 

Florin  - - - - 

‘>7  4 

N.  B.  The  above  values  are  computed  at  the  Mint  rate  of  $18  60  per  ounce  standard 
(9-10  fine)  for  gold,  and  $1  21  per  ounce  standard  for  silver.  If  the  gold  coins  are  deposit- 
ed for  recoinage,  however,  at  any  of  the  United  States  mints,  a deduction  of  ^ per  cent,  is 
made  on  the  above  values. 

The  Spanish  and  Mexican  quarters^  eighths^  and  sixteenths  of  a dollar,  formerly  in 
general  circulation  in  the  United  States,  are  now  seldom  seen.  The  act  of  Congress  of 
Feb.  21,  1857,  has  had  the  effect  of  driving  them  to  our  mints  for  recoinage.  The  amount 
received  at  the  several  mints,  to  June  30,  1859,  Avas  $1,620,997.  It  is  to  be  lioped  that 
the  practice  of  stating  prices  in  shillings  and  sixpences^  levies  and  fips^  hits  and  jnea- 
yunes^  or  any  other  terms  than  dollars  and  cents^  will  soon  cease. 


United  Sta.tes  Imports  and  Exports  during  the  fiscal  year  1859: 


IMPORTS. 

Dutiable  goods - $259,047,014 

Free  goods 72,2ci0,327 

Specie  and  bullion 7,434,780 


Total  imports  for  the  year $338,768,130 


EXPORTS. 

Dome.stic  produce $278,392  080 

Foreign  produce  and  merchandise- - 14,509,971 

Domestic  specie  and  bullion 57,502,305 

Foreign  “ ••  6,385,106 


Total  exports  for  the  year $356,789,462 

Excess  of  exports 18,021,332 


Items  of  Domestic  Produce  exported : 


Cotton $161,431,923 

Manufactured  articles 33,853,060 

Vegetable  food 24,016,7.52 

Tobacco 21,074,038 


Animal  products $15,.549,817 

Products  of  the  forest 14,489,406 

Products  of  the  sea 4,462,974 
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Items  of  Imports  to  the  United  States  during  1859: 


Wool  and  woollens 

Cottons 

Silks  

Flax  and  linens  - - 

Tea 

Coffee 

Raw  hides 


^37,966,910 
29,830,364 
■ 29,487,513 
10,487,891 
7,388,741 
25,085,696 
13,011,326 


Tin  plates  

Molasses 

Sugars,  brown 

Tobacco  and  segars 

Iron 

Steel  

Brandy,  wine,  etc.  - 


5,331,147 

5,06v»,850 

30,471,302 

6,267,855 

9,088,239 

3,091,135 

8,919,885 


Public  Lands. — During  the  five  quarters  ending  Sept.  30,  1859,  16,618,183  acres  of  the 
public  lands  were  disposed  of;  4,970,500  acres  were  sold  for  cash,  yielding  $2,107,470; 
3,617,440  acres  were  located  with  bounty  land- warrants ; 1,712,040  acres  were  approved 
to  the  several  states  entitled  to  them,  under  the  swamp  grants  of  March  2,  1849,  and  Sept. 
28,  1850;  and  6,318,203  acres  certified  to  states,  as  flailing  to  them  under  the  grants  for 
railroad  purposes ; 13,817,221  acres  were  surveyed  and  prepared  for  market,  and  16,783,553 
acres  proclaimed  and  offered  at  public  sale. 


Pensioners The  whole  number  of  pensioners  of  all  classes  now  on  the  rolls  is  11,585; 

and  the  aggregate  amount  required  per  annum  for  their  payment  is  $1,183,141.  Of  revo- 
lutionary soldiers,  165  only  are  now  on  the  rolls. 


Effective  Naval  Force  of  the  United  States  compared  with  that  of  five  Euro- 
pean nations : 


According  to  this  estimate,  the  United  States  have  but  18  available  vessels  of 

war  of  all  sorts;  while  Spain  has  17,  Holland  47,  France  390,  and  England  427.  Sir  John 
Pakington  declared  in  Parliament  that  the  French  naval  force  existing  or  in  construction, 
was  actually  superior  to  that  of  England. 


Shipping  and  Ship  Building  in  the  United  States. — The  total  tonnage  of  the  United 
States,  June  33,  1859,  was  5,145,037  tons;  of  which  registered  for  foreign  trade,  2,507,401 ; 
enrolled  and  licensed,  2,637,635;  steam  navigation,  768,752.  Increase  for  the  year,  95,229 
tons. 

There  have  been  built  during  the  year  89  ships  and  barks,  28  brigs,  172  steamers ; 
schooners,  297 ; sloops,  etc.,  284;  making  in  all  870  vessels,  of  192,520  tons. 


Population  of  the  Gtlobe. — Professor  C.  F.  W,  Dietrich  of  the  University  of  Berlin  has 
furnished  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  that  city  with  the  most  recent  and  reliable  tables  on 
this  subject,  giving  the  following  results,  with  his  grounds  for  them: 

Population  of  Australia,  etc. 2,000,000 


Population  of  Europe 272.000.000 

“ “ Asia 75.5,000,000 

“ America 200,000,000 

“ “ Africa 59,000,000 


Total  - 


-1,288,000,000 


or  more  than  twelve  hundred  millions.  Reckoning  the  average  death  as  about  one  in  every 
forty  inhabitants,  32,000,033  die  in  a year;  87,671  in  a day;  3,6-33  in  an  hour;  and  61  in  a 
minute.  Thus  one  human  being  dies  on  an  average  every  second,  and  more  than  one  is 
born. 
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The  entire  population  is  thus  divided  in  point  of  religion : 


Christians — Protestants - 89,000.000 

Romish  church 170,000,000 

Greek  church - 76,000,000 


Jews 5,000,000 

Mohammedans 160,000,000 

Heathen 788,000,000 


Total 335,000,000 

Dietrich  thus  distributes  the  population  of  the  globe  according  to  races. 

Caucasian  race 369,000,000 

Mongolian  “ 522,000.000 

Ethiopian  “ 196,000,000 

American  “ 1,000,000 


Malay  race 
Total  • 


200,000.0(0 


- 1,288,000,000 


M.  D’Halloy,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Belgian  Academy,  reckoning  the  population  of 
the  globe  at  1,000,000,000,  thus  divides  them  as  to  races: 

( European  branch 239,586,000 

White  Race,  < Aramean  “ 50.390,000 

< Scythian  “ 30,747,000 

370,723,000 

( Hyperborean  branch 160,00Q 

Yellow  Race,  < Mongolian  “ 7,000,000 

( Sinic — Chinese  “ 333,300,000 

345,460,000 

(Hindoo  branch 171,100,000 

Beown  Race,  (Ethiopian'*  8'300,000 

( Malay  “ 25,610,000 


Red  Race, 
Black  Race, 


f Southern  branch  9,2(K),000 

\ Northern  “ 400,000 

f Western  branch 56,000,000 

(Eastern  *‘  1,000.000 


205,000,000 


9.600,000 


Hybrids  — Mulattoes,  Zambos,  etc.  -- 
Total 


57,000,000 

1*2,217,000 

1,000,000,000 


Crime  in  New  York. — During  the  year  18*59,  fifteen  murders  were  committed  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  forty-four  homicides,  and  seventy-seven  suicides:  total  13G,  being  29 
more  than  in  1858. 


Victoria  Tubular  Bridge This  bridge,  across  the  St.  Lawrence  near  Montreal,  for 

the  use  of  the  Grand  Trunk  railroad  from  Portland  to  Canada,  is  one  of  the  greatest  engi- 
neering works  of  the  day.  The  river  here  is  wide  and  rapid ; and  in  spring  its  waters 
sometimes  rise  20  feet,  and  are  full  of  ice  from  3 to  5 feet  thick.  To  meet  this  tremendous 
pressure,  the  massive  stone  piers  on  which  the  bridge  rests  have  large  and  solid  stone  cut- 
waters, like  the  snow-ploughs  on  our  engines.  These  sloping  and  wedge-like  cut-waters 
break  up  the  masses  of  ice  which  are  forced  against  and  upon  them.  The  entire  bridge 
with  its  approaches  is  two  miles  long,  less  GO  yards,  being  five  and  one-half  times  longer 
than  the  Britannia  bridge  over  the  Menai  straits.  It  consists  of  24  spans  of  242  feet  each, 
and  one  in  the  centre  of  the  river  of  300  feet,  an  immense  bridge  in  itself.  The  iron  tubes 
through  which  the  road  runs,  are  G9  feet  above  high  water.  The  iron  employed  weighs 
over  100,000  tons. 

Fires  in  the  United  States. — During  the  year  18*59,  208  fires  were  reported,  at 
each  of  which  the  loss  was  $20,000  or  more;  total  loss,  $1G,05S,000.  By  smaller  fires,  an 
additional  loss  of  perhaps  five  millions  was  incurred.  Lives  were  l^t  at  51  fires,  112 
in  all. 

Telegraphic  Weather-reports  are  daily  sent  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at 
Washington,  from  almost  all  parts  of  the  Union;  and  the  state  of  the  weather  being  indi- 
cated on  a large  map  in  the  public  hall,  by  cards  of  different  colors,  the  spectator  can 
observe  where  storms^  are  occurring,  and  trace  their  progress  usually  towards  the  east. 
Thus,  from  the  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis  reports,  the  state  of  the  weather  at  Washington 
may  be  foretold  twelve  hours  in  advance. 
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Railway  Accidents,  79  in  number,  occurred  in  the  United  States,  during  the  year 
1859,  at  which  129  persons  were  killed  and  411  injured.  Total  in  7 years,  903  accidents, 
1,109  killed,  3,611  injured. 

By  21  inland  Steam-boat  accidents  during  the  year,  242  lives  were  lost  and  146  persons 
injured.  Total  in  7 years,  213  accidents,  2,304  killed,  956  injured.  It  thus  appears  that 
while  the  accidents  and  injuries  by  railroads  are  about  four  times  as  numerous  as  those  by 
steam-boat,  the  deaths  are  but  half  as  many. 


Centenarians. — Twenty-six  persons  are  known  to  have  died  in  the  United  States  dur- 
ing 1859,  100  years  old  or  more.  Of  these,  9 wer&  colored  persons,  and  one  is  said  to  have 
been  138  years  old,  another  129. 


Artesian  Wells. — The  well  at  Loidsville^  Ry*»  is  2,086  feet  deep;  diameter,  3 
inches;  flow  of  water  per  minute,  230  gallons;  rise  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  170 
feet.  The  boring  occupied  16  months.  The  temperature  of  the  water  is  invariably  762°, 
both  summer  and  winter. 

The  well  at  Columhcs^  Ohio,  had  reached  the  depth  of  1,858  feet,  in  January,  1859, 
and  has  since  been  carried  several  hundred  feet  further,  making  it  the  deepest  well  in  ex- 
istence. 

Fever  and  Ague. — Lieut.  Maury  maintains  that  the  miasma  occasioning  this  disease 
may  be  rendered  harmless,  by  cultivating,  between  the  marsh  and  the  dwelling,  a belt  of 
sunflowers,  hops,  or  any  other  high*  plant  which  will  be  growing  vigorously  at  the  season 
when  the  vegetable  decay  in  the  low  grounds  commences,  and  thus  absorb  and  utilize  the 
poison. 

Amount  of  Rain-fall. — The  registrar-general  of  England  reported,  in  June  1859, 
“The  deficiency  of  rain  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  is  an  inch  and  three-fourths.  The 
deficiency  in  the  years  1854-8  amounting  to  the  average  fall  of  one  year,  25  inches.  From 
a careful  examination  of  the  fall  of  rain  year  by  year  from  1815,  it  would  seem  that  the 
annual  fall  is  becoming  smaller,  and  that  there  is  little  probability  that  the  large  deficiency 
will  be  made  up  by  excess  in  future  years.”  This  concurs  with  a popular  belief  in  England, 
that  springs  of  water  are  drying  up  or  diminishing.  In  the  United  States,  near  New  York, 
the  average  annual  fall  of  rain  for  33  years  was  43^  inches;  the  lowest  amounts  were  in 
1845  and  1849,  when  it  was  32. 14  and  32.47  inches. 


Explorers  in  Africa  and  Asia. — At  least  fourteen  different  expeditions,  of  single 
travellers  or  more  than  one,  are  now  exploring  the  interior  of  Africa  from  many  points. 
Kriel  has  been  sent  into  Asiatic  Turkey  by  the  Vienna  Academy,  and  Rey  is  exploring 
some  neglected  portions  of  Syria  and  Palestine. 

Planet  between  Mercury  and  the  Sun. — "Within  a century  and  a half,  twejity-one 
reliable  observations  have  been  had  of  transits  of  Mercury  over  the  sun’s  disk.  In  these  a 
progressive  error  of  small  amount  was  noted,  which  led  astronomers  to  conclude  there  must 
be  some  small  planetary  body  within  the  orbit  of  Mercury.  Studying  therefore  attentively 
the  small  spots  upon  the  sun,  an  observer  fifty  miles  from  Paris,  named  Lescarbault,  has 
discovered  the  planet  in  question 

Time  and  Photography. — Sun-pictures  may  be  taken  in  various  modes  some  requir- 
ing several  minutes,  and  others  only  an  instant.  Photographs  of  rapidly-moving  objects,  as 
race-horses,  the  waves  of  the  sea,  etc.,  are  taken  in  the  hundredth  part  of  a second.  In 
English  experiments  an  image  was  taken  in  the  ten-thousandth  part  of  a second ; and  a 
rapidly  revolving  wheel  was  taken  in  so  brief  a space  that  it  seemed  perfectly  well-defined 
and  stationary,  being  illuminated  by  a single  discharge  of  an  electric  battery,  occupying, 
according  to  Wheatstone,  only  the  millionth  part  of  a second. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  SOCIETIES,  ETC. 

BOSTON. — Am.  Board  for  For.  Missions,  1st  Tues.  in  Oct.;  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Selah  B.  Treat,  Sec’s;  J.  M.  Gordon,  Treas.,  Miss. -house,  33  Pemberton-square ; Rev.  Geo. 
W.  Wood,  Sec.,  A.  Merwin,  Agent  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues. 
in  May  ; Rev.  Jos.  G.  Warren,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  33  Somerset-st.  Am.  Educa.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  I.  N. 
Tarbox,  Sec. ; S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Cornhill.  Am.  Tract  Sqc.  (national)  N.  E.  Branch, 
G.  Punchard,  Sec.,  C.  E.  Converse,  Treas.,  78  Washington-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  at  Boston,  last 
Wed.  in  May;  Rev.  J.  W.  Alvord,  Rev.  J.  P.  Warren,  Sec’s;  Henry  Hill,  Treas.,  28  Cornhill. 
Mass.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  Cong’l  Lib.  Mass.  S.-S.  Soc.,  Rev.  A. 
Bullard,  Sec.,  M.  H.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Agt.,  141  Wash- 
ington-st. South.  Aid  Soc.,  Rev.  L.  H.  Farnham,  ‘’ec.  and  Treas. 

NEW  YORK. — Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  ""-ay;  Rev.  John  C.  Brigham,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jos. 
Holdich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jas.  H.  McNeill,  Sec’s ; Caleb  T.  Rowe,  Esq.,  Gen.  Agt.,  Henry  Fisher,  Esq., 
Assist.  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-place.  Am.  and  For.  Bib.  Soc.,  Rev.  D.  C.  Haynes,  Cor.  Sec. 
Geo.  Gault,  Treas.,  U.  D.  Ward,  Dep.  Agt.,  115  Nassau-st.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm.  H.  Wyckoff, 
LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  Rev.  C.  A.  Buckbee,  Assist.  Treas., 350  Broome-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  Wed.  pre- 
ced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hallock,  D.  D.,  Rev.  0.  Eastman,  Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson, 
D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s ; 0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home  Miss.  Soc.. 
Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May ; Rev.  Milton  Badger,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Daniel 
P.  Noyes,  Sec’s;  C.  R.  Robert,  Treas.;  Benj.  G.  Talbert,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible-house, Astor-place. 
Am.  Bap.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  Benj.  M.  Hill,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  115  Nassau-st.  Board  of  For.  Miss. 
OF  Pres.  Church,  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  Rev.  John  C.  Lowrie,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  L.  Wilson,  D.  D., 
Cor.  Sec’s ; Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas.,  23  Centre-st.  Am.  and  For.  Chris.  Union,  Tues.  preced.  2d 
Thurs.  in  May ; Rev.  E.  R.  Fairchild,  D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  E.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s,  Edward  Ver- 
non, Gen.  Ag.  and  Assist.  Treas.,  156  Chambers-st.  Am.  Seamen’s  Friend  Soc.,  Mond.  preced. 
2d  I'hurs.  in  May;  Rev.  H.  Loomis,  Rev.  S.  B.  S.  Bissell,  Sec’s.  S.  Brown,  Assist.  Treas,  80 
Wall-st.  Am.  Temp.  Union,  2d  Thurs.  in  May,  evening;  Rev.  J.  Marsh,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  No.  10 
Park  bank.  Prot.  Epis.  Church  Miss. — Domestic  Com.,  Rev.  R.  B.  Van  Kleeck,  D.  D.,  Sec. 
and  Gen.  Ag.,  17  Bible-house;  For.  Com.,  Rev.  S.  D.  Denison,  Sec.,  No.  19  Bible-house.  Evan. 
Knowledge  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  Dyer,  D.  D.,  11  Bible-house.  Meth. — Book  Concern,  Rev.  T.  Carl- 
ton and  Rev.  J.  Porter,  Agents,  200  Mulberry;  Mission.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  Cor.  Sec.,  Rev. 
T.  Carlton,  Treas.,  200  Mulberry-st. ; S.*S. Union,  Rev.  D.  Wise,  Cor.  Sec. ; Tract  Soc.,  M.  E.  Ch., 
J.  B.  Edwards,  Treas.;  Rev.  J.  Floy,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  200  Mulberry-st.  Ref.  Dutch — Dom. 
Mission,  Rev.  A.  Du  Bois,  Cor.  Sec. ; Board  of  pub.,  Wm.  Ferris,  Agent,  61  Franklin-st.,  Jno.  I. 
Brower,  Treas.;  Foreign  Mission,  Rev.  Philip  Peltz,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  Cor.  Sec. ; E.  A.  Hayt,  363 
Broadway,  Treas.  Soc.  for  Coll,  and  Theol.  Educ.  at  West,  Rev.  T.  Baldwin,  Sec.,  80  Wall- 
st.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Jocelyn,  Sec’s ; L.  Tappan,  Treas., 
48  Beekman-st.  Am.  and  For.  Anti-Slavery  Soc.,  L.  Tappan,  Cor.  Sec.,  48  Beekman-st.  N. 
Y.  State  Colon.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  27  Bible-house,  Astor-place.  South. 
Aid  Soc.,  Rev.  RoWt  Baird,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  G.  Hallock,  Treas.,  91  Wall-st.  N.  Y.  S.-S. 
Union,  R.  G.  Pardee,  Agt.,  599  Broadway;  and  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  Rev.  J.  H.  Burtis,  Sec.,  G.  S. 
Scofield,  Agent.  599  Broadway.  New  York  Sab.  Com.,  Rev.  R.  S.  Cook,  21  Bible-house. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc., 929  Chestnut-st.,  Rev.  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Agt.  and  Supt.  Colp. ; Am.  S.-S.  Union,  F.  A.  Packard,  Esq.,  Rec.  Sec.,  1122  Chestnut-st.  Gen. 
Assem.  Boards — Domestic  Missions,  910  Arch-st.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Musgrave,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; Rev. 
R.  Happersett,  D.  D.,  Coord.  Sec.,  S.  D.  Powel,  Esq.,  Treas.  Board  of  Education,  821  Chestnut- 
st.,  Rev.  C.  VanRensselaer,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  Wm.  Chester,  D.  D.,  Asso.  Sec.;  William  Main, 
Treas.  Board  of  Publica.,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Schencl^  Cor.  Sec. ; Rev.  W.  M.  Engles, 
D.  D.,  Editor;  Jos.  P.  Engles,  Publish.  Agt.;  Jas.  Dunlap,  Esq., Treas.  Am.  Bap.  Publica.  Soc., 
530  Arch-st. ; Rev.  B.  Griffiths,  Sec.,  Rev.  J.  N.  Brown,  Ed.  Sec.,  Jas.  S.  Dickinson,  Dep.  Agt. 
and  Assis.  Treas.  Penn.  Bible  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st.,  Jos.  H.  Dulles,  Sec.  Phila.  Educa.  Soc., 
3d  Tuesday  in  March  ; Chas.  Brown,  Sec.;  Wm.  Purves,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Phila.  Home 
Miss.  Soc.,  4th  Tues.  in  April;  Rev.  Robert  Adair,  Sec.,  H.  Perkins,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st. 
Luth.  Board  of  Pub.,  first  Tues.  each  month,  42  North  ninth-st.  Pres.  Pub.  Com.,  1364  Chest- 
nut-st., Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  Sec.;  William  Purves,  Treas. 

PITTSBURGH.— Gen.  Synod  of  Luth.  Church,  in  United  States,  3d  Thurs.  in  May. 
General  Lutheran  Societies  at  the  same  time  and  place : Parent  Educa.,  Home  Miss.,  For. 
Miss.,  Church  Extension,  Histor.,  and  Publication  Soc’s. 

WASHINGTON.— American  Colonization  Society,  3d  Tues.  in  Jan. ; Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor. 
Sec.;  Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  Fin.  Sec. 

RICHMOND. — Sou.  Bap.  Conv. — For.  Miss.  Board,  Rev.  J.  B.  Taylor,  Rev.  A.  M.  Poindexter, 
Sec’s;  Dom.  Miss.  Board,  Rev.  J.  Walker,  Sec. ; Bible  Board,  W.  C.  Buck,  Sec.,  Nashville. 
CHARLESTON.— Southern  Baptist  Publication  Soc.  Rev.  I.  P.  Tustin,  Sec. 
MINISTERS’  MEETINGS. — Gen.  Conference  in  Maine,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
New  Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  Aug.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  As- 
sociA.,  Mass.,  4th  Tues.  in  June.  Evan.  Conso.,  R.  I.,  2d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  Conn..  3d 
Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven. Prot.  Epis.  Ch.,  1st  Wed. 
in  Oct.  Gen.  Assembly  Pres.  Church,  3d  Thurs.  in  May.  Gen.  Confer.  M.  E.  Church, 
May  every  4th  year  from  1860.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Dutch  Church,  on  the  1st  Wed.  in  June. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS.— New  Eng.,  Newport,  R.  I.  Second  day  after  2d  Sixth 
day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  York,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third  Second  day 
in  Fourth  mo.  Balti.,  last  Second  day  but  one  in  Tenth  mo.  North  Carolina,  New  Garden, 
Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Eleventh  mo.  Ohio,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Second  day  after 
first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana,  Whitewater,  on  Fifth  day  preced.  first  First  day  in  Tenth  mo. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE,  with  Chronological  Tables,  5 Maps,  and  250  En- 
gravings, large  12mo ; 80  cts.  cloth,  $1  gilt,  $2  25  morocco. 

SKETCHES  FROM  LIFE,  Series  IL,  Illustrated;  60  cts.  cloth,  SO  cts.  gilt. 

MEMOIR  OF  PHILIP  DODDRIDGE,  D.  D. ; ^80  pp.  12mo;  55  cts.  cloth,  75  cts.  gilt. 

HASTE  TO  THE  RESCUE,  324  pp.  18mo;  45  cts.  cloth,  60  gilt. 

EARNEST  THOUGHTS  of  Rev.  James  Hamilton,  190  pp.  18mo;  20  cts.  cloth,  30  cts.  gilt. 

FAITH  AND  THE  ASSURANCE  OF  FAITH,  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Erskine,  173  pp.  18mo; 
15  cts.  cloth,  25  cts.  gilt. 

POCKET  CARDS ; Seventy-two  enamelled  Cards  in  a packet , 25  cts. 

FOR  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH,  ILLUSTRATED. 

YOUTH’S  BIBLE  STUDIES,  complete  in  six  parts;  175  Engravings;  in  a case,  $1  50  the 
set,  or  $2  gilt. 

BUD  OF  PROMISE,  and  other  Stories;  20  cts.  cloth,  25  cts.  gilt. 

SWEDISH  NURSE-MAID,  etc.;  CHARLES  ATWELL,  etc.;  and  COTTAGER’S 
WIFE,  etc. ; each  15  cts.  cloth,  25  cts.  gilt. 

YOUNG  HOP-PICKERS;  RUSSIAN  TAILOR,  etc.;  and  THE  DAIRYMAN,  etc. ; each 
15  cts.  cloth,  20  cts.  gilt. 

A packet  of  FIFTY-FOUR  HYMN-CARDS  for  Children  ; 20  cts. 

THE  ISLAND,  OR  LEARNING  WITHOUT  BOOKS,  square  size ; 5 cts. 

INFANT’S  PRIMER,  32mo.;  Sets. 

HIGHLY  VALUABLE  BOOKS  FOB  THE  FAMILY. 

THE  FAMILY  BIBLE,  with  Notes,  Instructions,  Maps,  and  Tables.  One  volume  com- 
plete, $2  25  sheep,  $3  gilt,  $4  25  morocco.  In  a set  of  three  volumes;  $2  cloth,  ^2  75  gilt. 

THE  FAMILY  TESTAMENT  AND  PSALMS;  price,  70  cfs.  plain,  95  cts.  gilt. 

CRUDEN^S  CONDENSED  CONCORDANCE,  $1  sheep. 

LOCKE’S  COMMONPLACE-BOOK  TO  THE  HOLY  BIBLE;  60  cts.  cloth,  85  cts.  gilt. 

BIBLE  TEXT-BOOK,  with  Maps;  25  cts.,  or  35  cts  gilt. 

RELIGIOUS,  OR  PASTOR’S  LIBRARY,  25  volumes ; $10. 

EVANGELICAL  FAMILY  LIBRARY,  16  volumes;  $5  50. 

Continuation  of  the  above,  bound  to  match  ; 21  volumes,  $7  50. 

THE  YOUTH’S  LIBR  ARY,  useful  and  beautiful  books  for  Children,  70  vols. ; $10. 

The  CHILDREN’S  LIBRARY,  containing  one  hundred  books,  neatly  bound  with  red  and 
blue  backs,  in  fifty  volumes ; each  32  pages,  $2  50  the  set. 

The  AMERICAN  MESSENGER  is  issued  monthly,  at  25  cts.  a single  copy;  six  copies  to 
one  address,  $1 ; twenty  copies,  $3;  forty  copies,  $5:  circulation  about  165,000. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER,  a monthly  sheet,  with  beautiful  engravings ; ten  copies,  $1;  fifty 
copies,  $4  50 ; one  hundred  copies,  $8 : circulation  over  250,000. 


FORM  OF  A BEQUEST. 

I bequeath  to  my  Executors  the  sum  of Dollars,  in  trusty  to  pay  over  the  same 

in after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same  is  payable,  shall  act  as  Treasurer 

of  the Society,  formed  in in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 

to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses  and  purposes  of  said  Society,  and  under  its  direction. 


TABLE  OF  SIMPLE  INTEREST  AT  SIX  PER  CENT. 


Principal. 

One  Mo’th 

One  Year. 

PrincipaL 

One  Month. 

One  Year. 

Principal. 

One  Month. 

One  Year. 

D. 

c. 

D. 

D. 

c. 

M. 

D. 

0. 

U 

Cents  10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Dolls. 

6 

0 

3 

0 

0 

36 

0 

Dolls.  40 

0 

20 

0 

o 

40 

d 

“ 50 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

u 

7 

0 

3 

5 

0 

42 

0 

“ 50 

0 

25 

0 

3 

00 

0 

Dolls.  1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

6 

0 

a 

8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

48 

0 

“ 60 

0 

30 

0 

3 

60 

0 

“ 2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

12 

0 

a 

9 

0 

4 

5 

0 

54 

0 

“ 70 

0 

35 

0 

4 

20 

0 

“ 3 

0 

1 

5 

0 

18 

0 

u 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

60 

0 

“ 80 

0 

40 

0 

4 

80 

0 

“ 4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

24 

0 

ti 

21 

0 

10 

0 

1 

20 

0 

“ 90 

0 

45 

0 

5 

40 

0 

5 

0 

3 

5 

0 

30 

0 

C( 

30 

0 

15 

0 

1 

80 

0 

» 100 

0 

50 

0 

6 

00 

0 

The  interest  of  any  sum  in  dollars  for  6 days,  is  the  sarhe  sum  in  mills : viz.  of  $100,  100  mills 
or  10  cents  ; of , $6, 600,  6,600  mills,  or  $6  60,  etc.  Money  at  compound  interest  will  double  itself 
in  11  years,  10  months,  and  22  days. 
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tt3r  Entered  according  to^Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1861,  by  O.  R.  Kingsscry,  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  Soutliern  District  of  New  York. 

ECIilPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1863. 

There  will  be  five  Eclipses  this  year,  as  follows : 

I.  A total  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  just  before  , and  after  midnight  of  June  11. 
Size,  14.4  digits.  See  the  table  below.. 

II.  A partial  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  June  27,  in  the  morning.  Invisible  in  Amer- 
ica, but  visible  in  the  Indian  ocean. 

III.  A partial  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  November  21.  Invisible  in  America,  but  seen 
in  the  great  Southern  ocean. 

IV.  A total  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  early  in  the  morning  of  December  6.  Visible. 
Size  16.98  digits.  See  the  table  below. 

V.  A partial  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  December  20.  Invisible  in  America,  but  visi- 
ble in  Asia  generally. 

TABLE  OF  THE  ECLIPSES  OF  THE  MOON. 


Eclijise  of  June 

Eclipse  of 

Eclipse  of  Juue 

Eclipse  of 

11-12. 

December  6. 

11-12. 

December  6. 

PRINCIPAL  PLACES. 

PRINCIPAL  PLACES. 

Be 

gins. 

Ends. 

Begins. 

Ends. 

Begins. 

Ends. 

Begins. 

Ends. 

H. 

M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H. 

M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.M. 

Halifax,  N.  S. 

0 ‘28m 

3 46 

1 31 

4 12 

Panama,  N.  G. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. ) 

11 

‘25ev 

2 42 

0 28 

4 17 

Augusta,  Me. 1 

0 

3 

3 21 

1 6 

4 56 

11 

22 

2 39 

0 25 

4 14 

Brunswick,  Me.  - - - ) 

Charleston,  S.  C.-  - > 

Portland,  Me.  

0 

1 

3 19 

1 4 

4 54 

Chagres,  N.  G.---  ) 

Boston,  Mass. ) 

Cambridge,  Mass.  • S 

11 

58ev 

3 16 

1 i 

4 51 

Savannah,  Ga.  — ) 
Columbia,  S.  C.  - - ) 
St.  Augustine,  Fa.-- 

11 

18 

2 35 

0 21 

4 10 

Quebec,  C.  E. I 

11 

16 

2 33 

0 19 

4 8 

Providence,  R.  I.  - - ! 

57 

3 15 

4 50 

11 

13 

2 30 

0 16 

4 5 

1 J 

1 0 

Lowell,  Mass. j 

Newport,  R.  I.  - - - J 
Concord,  N.  H. 

11 

0 59 

Detroit,' Mich. ) 

Columbus,  Ohio  - - j 
Cincinnati,  Ohio-  - j 

J1 

10 

2 27 

0 13 

4 2 

3 14 

56 

4 49 

Montpelier,  Yi.  - - - 1 

3 10 

Lansing,  Mich.--  - > 

11 

5 

2 22 

0 8 

3 57 

Hartford,  Conn.  - - > 
Springfield,  Mass.  - ) 

11 

52 

0 55 
0 53 

4 45 

Lexington,  Ky.---  ) 
Tallahassee,  Fa.-  - ) 
Frankfort,  Ky.  — ) 

n 

4 

2 21 

0 7 

3 56 

New  Haven,  Conn.  - - 

11 

50 

3 8 

4 43 

Montreal,  C.  E.  - - ) 
Troy,  N.  Y. } 

11 

48 

3 6 

0 51 

4 41 

Louisville,  Ky. 

1 Indianapolis,  Ind.  - - - 

11 

10 

0 

58 

2 17 
2 15 

0 3 
0 1 

3 52 
3 50 

Albany,  N.  Y. ) 

Hudson,N.  Y.----I 

11 

47 

3 5 

0 50 

4 40 

Nashville,  Tenn.  - --j 

.0 

55 

2 12 

eve  5th 

11  58 

3 47 

New  York,  N.  Y.-l 

Chicago,  111. 1 

10 

52 

2 9 

11  55 

3 44 

Schenectady,N.  Y.  [ 
Newburg,  N.  Y.  - - [ 

11 

46 

3 4 

0 49 

4 39 

Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 1 

10 

51 

2 8 

11  54 

3 43 

Mobile,  Ala. 

10 

49 

2 6 

11  52 

3 41 

Po’keepsie,  N.  Y.-  J 
Trenton,  N.  J 

11 

44 

3 2 

0 47 

4 37 

Madison,  Wis.  - - - ) ! 
Springfield,  Wis.  - ) j 
New  Orleans,  La.  - ) i 
Jackson,  Miss. j j 

10 

44 

2 1 

11  47 

3 36 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  - ) 
Utica,  N.  Y. ) 

11 

42 

3 0 

0 45 

4 35 

10 

42 

1 59 

11  45 

3 34 

Baltimore,  Md.  - - - ) 

2 54 

St.  Louis,  Mo. ) ' 

10 

40 

1 57 

11  43 

3 32 

Auburn,  N.  Y.  - - - > 

11 

36 

0 39 

4 29 

Galena,  111. j | 

Annapolis,  Md.  - - - ) 

Natchez,  Miss. ) ' 

10 

37 

1 54 

11  40 

3 29 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  - * - ) 

11 

35 

2 53 

0 38 

4 28 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  - j j 

Kingston,  C.  W.-  - ) 

Iowa  City,  Iowa----| 

10 

35 

1 52 

11  38 

3 27 

Washington,  D.  C. ) 

34 

0 37 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.  ^ i 

10 

34 

1 51 

11  37 

3 26 

Dundee,  N.  Y.  - --  [ 

11 

2 52 

4 27 

Little  Rock,  Ark.-  J 

Geneva,  N.  Y. ) 

Canandaigua, N.Y.  j 

2 50 

0 36 

Vera  Cruz,  Texas-- - 
Metamoros,.Tex.  - / 

10 

10 

28 

21 

1 45 
1 38 

11  31 
11  24 

3 20 
3 13 

Frederickton,  Va.-  > 
Petersburg,  Va.  - - - ) 

11 

33 

4 25 

Austin,  Texas \ 

10 

16 

1 33 

11  19 

3 8 

Richmond,  Va. 

11 

32 

2 49 

0 35 

4 24 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  - - - 
1 Oregon  City,  Oregon 

9 

48 

1 5 

10  51 

2 40 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

11 

31 

2 48 

0 34 

4 ‘23 

8 

48 

0 5 

9 51 

1 40 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.----  ^ 
Raleigh,  N.  C.----  i 

11 

27 

2 44 

0 30 

4 19 

jMonterey,  Cal. 

8 

45 

0 2 
11th. 

9 48 

1 37 

Toronto,  C.  W. 

11 

25 

2 42 

0 ‘28 

4 17 

iSan  Francisco,  Cal,- 

8 

42 

11  59 

9 45 

1 34 

G-eorgetown,  S.  C.  -- 

11 

25 

2 42 

0 28 

4 17 

[Astoria,  Oregon 

8 

37 

11  54 

9 40 

1 ‘29 

Total  Eclipse  begins  1 hour  and  7 minutes  after  beginning,  and  lasts  Ih.  3m. 
Total  duration,  3h.  17m. 

The  Eclipse  of  December  6 becomes  total  Ih.  9m.  after  the  beginning,  and  lasts 
Ih.  32m.  Total  duration,  3h.  49m, 
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CHRONOLOGIC  AI.  CYCLES. 

Dominical  Letter,  E ; Golden  Number,  1 ; Jewish  Lunar  Cycle,  17 ; Epact  — ; 
Solar  Cycle,  23 ; Roman  Indiction,  5 ; Julian  Period,  6,575. 

MORNING  AND  EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  will  be  Evening  Star  until  February  25,  then  Morning  Star  until  Decem- 
ber 10.  • Mars  wiU  be  Morning  Star  until  October  5.  Jupiter  will  be  Morning  Star 
until  March  13,  then  Evening  Star  until  October  1.  Saturn  will  be  Morning  Star 
until  March  9,  then  Evening  Star  until  September  18,  then  Morning  Star. 


3IERCURY. 

This  Planet  will  be  visible  in  the  west  soon  after  sunset,  about  February  7, 
June  3,  and  September  30 ; and  in  the  east  before  sunrise,  about  March  29,  July 
29,  and  November  15. 


EQUINOXES  AND  SOLSTICES  FOR  1863. 

D.  H.  M.  D.  H.  M. 

Vernal  Equinox  • • • -March  20  3 37  ev.  | Autumnal  Equinox  - - Sept.  23  2 20  mo. 

Summer  Solstice- ••  June  21  0 12  ev.  | Winter  Solstice Dec.  21  8 12  ev. 


PHENOMENA  FOR  1863. 

January  2,  stationary ; 10,  ])  apogee ; 11,  ^ sup.  (5  0;  13,  ])  high ; 21,  9 
brightest;  25,  ])  perigee  and  lowest.  Feb.  1,  rings  reappear;  6,  D apogee; 
D high ; 11,  ? gr.  elong.  E. ; 12,  9 (5  ^ ; 17,  9 slat. ; 19,  ])  perigee ; 22,  D lowest ; 
25,  9 inf.  conj. ; 26,  9 i^f.  J Q.  March  6,  D apogee;  8,  ])  highest;  9,  8 O', 

11,  ^ stationary ; 13,  2J  § 0 ; 18,  D perigee ; 20,  Spring  begins ; 21,  I)  lowest ; 
25,  9 gi’-  elong.  W.  April  2,  9 brightest ; 3,  ])  apogee ; 4,  D highest ; 16,  ])  per- 
igee ; 17,  D lowest.  May  1,  ])  apogee  ; 6,  9 gi‘-  elong.  W ; 13,  j)  perigee ; 14,  2_C 
stat. ; 15,  D lowest ; 27,  c5'  □ 0 ; 28,  ])  apogee ; 30,  D high.  June  6,  ^ gr.  elong. 
E. ; 7,  ^ □ 0 ; 9,  2J  □ 0 ; 11,  ])  perigee;  19,  9 stat. ; 21,  Summer  begins;  24, 
])  apogee ; 25,  ])  highest.  July  1,  0 in  apogee ; 3,  9 inf.  ci  0 ; 9,  D perigee ; 

14,  9 stat. ; 21,  ])  apogee ; 22,  D highest ; 24,  9 gr-  elong.  W.  Aug.  5,  ])  lowest ; 

6,  ])  perigee;  13,  reappearance  of  ^’s  ring;  18,  ])  apogee  and  highest;  19,  9 
sup.  (5  0.  Sept.  1,  5 perigee  and  lowest;  2,  $ stat.;  3,  6 ^ ; 9,  2/  (5  9 ; 

15,  D in  apogee  and  highest ; 18,  <5  0 ; 23,  Autumn  begins ; 27,  D perigee ; 25, 

X)  lowest.  Oct.  1,  2J  (5  0 ; 3,  9 gr.  elong.  E. ; 5,  (5'  5*  0 ; 7,  T7  <5  9 ; 13,  J)  apo- 
gee ; 15,  9 stat. ; 18,  2J  d 9 ; 24,  ])  perigee ; 25,  D low ; 27,  9 inf*.  c5  0 ; 31,  9 d 
^ . Nov.  4,  9 stat ; 7,  $ stat. ; 8,  D highest ; 10,  ])  apogee ; 12,  gr.  elong.  W. ; 
22,  D perigee  and  lowest.  Dec.  5,  ])  high ; 7,  ])  apogee ; 9,  2^  in  aphehon ; 10,  9 
sup.  (5  0;  16,  9 aphelion ; 19,  ])  perigee  and  lowest ; 22,  ^ sup.  d 0 ; 26,  □ 0 ; 

30,  9 c5 


CH ARACT  ERS. 

© 0 Sun ; 1)  Moon ; 9 Mercury ; 9 Venus ; 0 Earth ; ^ Mars ; 1(.  Jupiter ; 
^ Saturn;  Uranus;  d same  longitude,  or  near  each  other;  □ 90^  apart;  8 
opposition,  or  180°  apart. 

Signs  of  the  Zodiac.— T Aries;  d Taurus;  n Gemini;  Cancer;  £l  Leo; 
Virgo;  Libra;  Scorpio;  / Sagittarius;  V3  Capricorn;  Aquarius; 
^ Pisces. 

Aspects  and  Nodes.—  d Conjunction ; ^ Sextile,  60  degrees ; □ Quartile,  90 
degrees ; A Trine,  120  degrees ; 8 Opposition ; Q,  Ascending  Node ; ^ Descend- 
ing Node. 


Note.— The  Sun’s  declination  in  the  tables  for  each  month,  for  the  instant  his 
centre  is  on  the  meridian  of  Washington. 
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DURATION  OF  THE  SEASONS,  ETC. 


D.  H.  M.  D,  H.  M- 


Sun  in  Winter  Signs 

...89 

1 

10 

Tropical  Year 

. . . 365 

5 

45 

Sun  in  Spring  Signs 

...92 

20 

35 

Sun  north  of  Equator  . . . 

. . . 186 

10 

43 

Sun  in  Summer  Signs  .... 

...93 

14 

8 

Sun  south  of  Equator  . . . 

. . . 178 

19 

2 

Sun  in  Autumnal  Signs  . . . 

...89 

17 

52 

Difference 

...  7 

15 

41 

TRUE  TIME. 

Two  kinds  of  time  are  used  in  Almanacs ; clock  or  mean-time  in  some,  and 
apparent  or  sun-time  in  others.  Clock-time  is  always  7nght,  while  .s?m-time  varies 
every  day.  People  generally  suppose  it  is  twelve  o’clock  when  the  sun  is  due 
south,  or  at  a properly  made  noon-mark.  But  this  is  a mistake.  The  sun  is  sel- 
dom on  the  meridian  at  twelve  o'clock  ; indeed,  this  is  the  case  only  on  four  days  of 
the  year : namely,  April  15,  June  15,  September  1,  and  December  24.  In  this  Alma- 
nac, as  in  most  other  Almanacs,  the  time  used  is  clock-time.  The  time  when  the 
sun  is  on  the  meridian  or  at  the  noon-mark,  is  also  given  for  the  1st,  9th,  17th, 
and  25th  days  of  each  month,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  toj)  of  each  calendar  page. 
This  affords  a ready  means  of  obtaining  correct  time  and  for  setting  a clock  by 
using  a noon-mark,  adding  or  subtracting  as  the  sun  is  slow  or  fast. 

Old-fashioned  Almanacs,  which  use  aj^parent  time,  give  the  rising  and  setting 
of  the  sun’s  centre,  and  make  no  allowance  for  the  effect  of  the  refraction  of  the 
sun’s  rays  by  the  atmosphere.  The  more  modern  and  improved  Almanacs,  which 
use  clock-time,  give  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun’s  upper  limb,  and  duly  allow 
for  refraction. 


THE  SOLAR  SYSTEM. 

The  Sun  is  the  source  of  light  and  heat  to  our  system.  Its  true  diameter  is 
upwards  of  887,000  miles ; its  bulk  is  1,384,000  times  greater  than  the  Earth,  and 
700  times  greater  than  that  of  all  the  planets  and  satellites  together.  It  revolves 
on  its  axis  in  about  25  days  7 hours  and  48  minutes. 

Mercury  is  the  nearest  planet  to  the  Sun,  being  about  30,890,000  miles  from  it. 
It  performs  its  revolution  round  the  Sun  in  87  days  23  hours,  which  is  the  length  of 
its  year.  The  diameter  of  Mercury  is  about  2,950  miles ; its  bulk  l-16th  of  the  Earth. 

Fem«s.— Distance  from  the  Sun  68,000,000  miles ; the  length  of  its  year  is  224 
days  16  hours ; the  rotation  on  its  axis  is  23  hours  21  minutes.  Its  diameter  is 
about  7,800  miles ; its  bulk  is  about  9-lOths  that  of  the  Earth. 

The  Earth  is  also  one  of  the  planets  that  revolve  about  the  Sun.  Its  mean 
distance  is,  about  95,000,000  miles,  and  its  diameter  about  7,912  miles. 

Distance  from  the  Sun  145,205,000  miles;  the  length  of  its  year  is  686 
days  235  hours ; its  true  diameter  is  about  4,500  miles,  which  is  rather  more  than 
half  the  diameter  of  the  Earth. 

The  Asteroids.— Nevy  small  planets  between  the  orbits  of  Mars  and  Jupiter. 
Up  to  this  time  62  have  been  discovered,  of  which  Yeska,  Juno,  Ceres,  and  Pallas 
are  the  largest ; but  all  are  invisible  to  the  naked  eye.  They  revolve  at  the  dis- 
tance of  two  or  three  hundred  millions  of  miles  from  the  Sun,  and  in  periods  of 
from  three  to  five  years. 

Jupiter. — Mean  distance  from  the  Sun  495,917,000  miles ; performs  its  revolu- 
tion ill  4,334  days  15  hours ; its  true  diameter  is  88,000  miles,  and  its  bulk  is  1,281 
times  that  of  the  Earth.  Length  of  its  day,  9 hours  and  56  minutes,  Jupiter  has 
four  satellites  or  moons. 

Saturn. — Distance  from  the  Sun  above  909,000,000  miles ; the  length  of  its  year 
is  10,755  days ; its  true  diameter  is  73,000  miles ; its  bulk  is  995  times  that  of  the 
Earth.  Saturn  has  eight  satellites,  and  is  also  surrounded  with  a double  ring. 

Urarwi.s.— Mean  distance  from  the  Sun  about  1,829,000,000  miles ; it  perfonns 
its  revolution  in  about  84  years.  This  planet  has  six  satellites. 

Neptune,  the  most  remote  and  latest  discovered  planet,  is  2,864,000,000  of  miles 
from  the  Sun.  It  is  35,000  miles  in  diameter;  revolves  around  the  Sun  in  16^ 
years ; and  has  at  least  one  satellite. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

1 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES'N. 

Sun  on  Merul, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

II  M.  S 

First  Quarter  • ■ • 

8 

0 37  ev. 

0 25  ev. 

0 13  ev. 

0 2 ev. 

1 

12  12  32 

Full  Moon 

16 

0 33  mo. 

0 21  mo. 

0 9 mo. 

11  58  ev. 

9 

12  10  42 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

22 

5 5 ev. 

4 53  ev. 

4 41  ev. 

4 30  ev. 

17 

12  8 28 

; New  Mt)on 

30 

3 1 mo. 

2 49  mo. 

2 37  mo. 

2 26  mo. 

25 

12  6 2 

3d  MONTH. 


MARCH,  1862. 


31  DAYS, 
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4:tli  MONTH. 

APRIL,  1862. 

30  DAYS. 

MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH'TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun 

on  Meri<l. 

4>r  noon  mark.  ; 

». 

H M. 

H.  M. 

K.  M. 

H.  M. 

D 

H.  M.  B. 

First  Quarter  • - • • 

7 

7 28  mo. 

7 16  mo. 

7 4 mo. 

6 53  mo. 

1 

12  3 54 

Full  Moon 

14 

10  18  mo. 

10  6 mo. 

9 54  mo. 

9 43  mo. 

9 

12  1 34 

Third  Quarter 

21 

1 19  mo. 

1 7 mo. 

0 55  mo. 

0 44  mo. 

17 

11  59  29 

2S 

6 42  ev. 

6 30  ev. 

6 19  ev. 

6 8 ev. 

25 

; 11  57  50 
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5tli  MONTH. 


MAY,  1862. 


31  DATS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES'N. 

5?uii  on  Merid, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M.  * 

H.  M. 
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H.  M.  S 

First  Quarter  • • • • 
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10  40  ev. 

10  28  ev. 

10  16  ev. 

10  5 ev. 
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11  56  56 

Full  Moon 
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6 16  ev. 

6 4 ev. 

5 52  ev. 

5 41  ev. 
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11  56  14 

Third  Quarter  - • • - 

20 

10  54  mo. 

10  42  mo. 

10  31  mo. 

10  20  mo. 

17 

11  56  8 

New  Moon 
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10  42  mo. 

10  30  mo. 

10  IS  mo. 

10  7 mo. 

25 

11  56  38 
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THK  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


6tu  MONTH,  JUNE,  1862.  30  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merid, 
or  noon  mark. . 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

5 

9 59  mo. 

9 47  mo. 

9 35  mo. 

9 24  mo. 

1 

11  57  31 

Full  Moon 

12 

1 33  mo, . 

1 21  mo. 

1 9 mo. 

0 58  mo. 

9 

11  58  54 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

18 

10  28  ev. 

10  16  ev. 

10  4 ev. 

9 53  ev. 

17 

12  0 33 

New  Moon 

27 

2 10  mo. 

1 58  mo. 

1 46  ino'. 

1 35  mo. 

25 

12  2 17 

pS 

. • * 
3-  O 

s 00(MQO  ai^OiiOOOOCMCMCSiCOO'^t'COC'^OL-^CM^l'-O— lOCOSCM'iCOCO 
oc':)gcMT-i,->r-i(MC'j(M’--.,-(  lO'rrcocN  lO'^rrcor-.iOTj'O)  -rr 

a'oo^  gO’-i<Mcorr‘n)coi>ooa5aiO^  ^thoc^jc^ttocooc-odoo 

li 

i H.  M 
10  12 

10  48 

11  21 
11  52 
morn. 

0 24 

0 57 

1 33 
i 2 15 

3 3 
3 59 

^8^3 
9 29 
10  8 

10  42 

11  13 
11  43 
morn. 

0 15 

0 47 

1 21 

2 0 

2 42 

3 27 

4 7 
sets. 

8 12 
8 50 
: 9 24 

ii 

s«-i^c^(Moororj<TrovQco«:)i--t>ooc»a5a5  00o»-HT-i,-HT-ii-i.-ir-iT-iT^ 

i!li 

ii 

H.  M. 

10  24 

10  56 

11  27 
11  54 
morn. 

0 23 

0 52 

1 25 

2 3 

2 48 

3 40 
rises. 

8 58 

9 40 
10  15 

10  46 

11  14 
11  40 
morn. 

0 8 
0/38 
1 9 
1 45 
.2  25 

3 10 

4 0 
sets. 

8 24 
i 9 0 
' 9 30 

If 

I -t  -W  -f/t  M'  ^ Tt  TT  ..J  .T 

•MiuoMjox^a  1 

CALENDAR  FOR 

N.YOKKCITY;  PHI- 

H.  W. 
N.Yobk 

ai  gOr-iCQCOTS<»OOl>CX)C500^  t^rHC'JCOCOrJ^OCpl'-l^OOOiOC: 

li 

sSoSJS^f? 

^00^1^  pOo^i-HC'jco.gcjcsoo^T-i  gOOi^i-icNiro'^t^'^oooio^ 

n 

n 

S C-  l>*  1>  I''  l'^  !>•  l>  t-  I''  1>  l>  l>*  !>•  I''  !>• 

= « S ^ § ?5  S S S S S ^ ^ 8S¥S~^ 

CALENDAR  FOR 

Iowa,  and  Oregon. 

5| 

a;  r-((>}C0C0'^O5Dl'-00C5O^  >^(^}:^}COr^^LOCOl>GOOOCiO^^^ 

li 

H.  M. 

10  31 

11  3 
11  30 
11  55 
morn. 

0 22 

0 49 

1 19 

1 55 

2 38 

3 31 
rises. 

9 7 
9 47 
10  20 

10  48 

11  14 
11  39 
morn. 

0 4 

0 32 

1 1 

1 35 

2 15 
2 59 
3.49 

sets. 

8 33 

9 6 
i 9 35 

Bi 

1 a !>.  i>.  t-  i>  t'*  t-  !>•  t>.  <>•  i>> 

S| 

1 iSs:J5SSS5  Si  ?S  §!?!?!  SI  S56iSSJ?!?5SSS?3?^^^SSS8?5 

•M  -pap 

';5Slt;'^!5‘'”J^§IS^§22K2”g?32S;2SS?'°SgS22g 
’'‘■’2a?5;?:^^;?3K”'“2:^S2SJ55'(3^KS;SSS?SS2i^2:2 
° Si  Si  Si  S SI  Si  SI  Si  S3  ?5  S5  S5  S S5  S ?5  ?!  S3'?5  ?5  ?5  ?.  S3  S5  ?5  S ?5  S5  ?5 

•^99Ai  JO 

•MiuojMjoA^a  1 
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T.li  MONTH. 


JULY,  1862. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTOxX. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHAKLES’N. 

Sun 

on  xMerid. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M 

D. 

H.  M.  8 

First  Quarter  • - - • 

4 

6 6 ev. 

5 54  ev. 

5 42  ev. 

5 31  ev. 

1 

12  3 30 

Full  Moon 

11 

8 54  mo. 

8 42  mo. 

8 30  mo. 

8 19  mo. 

9 

12  4 53 

Third  Quarter  - • • - 

18 

0 29  ev. 

0 17  ev. 

0 5 ev. 

11  54  mo. 

17 

12  5 49 

New  Moon 

26 

4 21  ev. 

4 9ev. 

3 .57  ev. 

3 46  ev. 

25 

12  6 12 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


8tfe  MONTH.  A U G U S T , 1 8 6 2 . si  days. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

1 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merld, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H . M 

H.  M. 

H.  M 

D 

H.  M.  S. 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

2 

0 12  mo. 

12  0 ev. 

11  48  ev. 

11  37  ev. 

1 

12  6 3 

Full  Moon 

9 

5 19  ev. 

4 57  ev. 

4 45  ev. 

4 34  ev. 

9 

12  5 15 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

17 

5 13  mo. 

4 51  mo. 

4 39  mo. 

4 28  mo. 

17 

12  3 50 

New  Moon 

25 

4 56  mo. 

4 44  mo. 

4 32  mo. 

4 21  mo. 

25 

12  1 53 

5S  fjt  . 

* « s 

or  s 

Z JtJ  S s 
.2  ^ ^ 

^ * s' 

o i«  - 

, • a 
< o 

— a 

.“^9 

sJ^  c^C3g3r-ioot^tap-HOOiOOcoo(rooooO(-co(?o^05Cir-o(?Pi-'PJ  ^ 

C'J^ojcvcoo  "^cocv  corH  iO'trcococococ^'-i'TCV--iiccoT-Hr-i£ 

si'-''  ^Or-iCMCOioO'iOl^OOOlOO^’-i  fc.'r-iC'JCO'^OCOCOl-OOQOCiO’-i  2 

'— 'C  T— ( 1,— 103  ,— (r— (C 

z aj 

a ^ 
os  « 

Z u 

' 5 

.00— iTtOOOOOO  ^voOCiO-rO)  CO— lCO(^J6oo: 

s— lOCO  gCOCO-^O^w  ■>^— 1-rCV‘OCO— 1 g O-^rf-rrrf  ^ CO— lOCOCV 

sOOhh  2o— iCQC0.“l^l^000003C53O— 1 cOO— (C^COTj^vt-'t^OOOOOSO 

.— 1.— (.-iC ^ w _■  — 

s 1?!  ^ o'uo"-^  co'o)  — H o 03  00  i-’T5"vo co  • P'<03  oo  co' 

UO  VC  eo  O O eo  eo  o >0  TT  '■T'  -rr  tT  rr  'a'  OO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  cv  OJ 

*OCOCOOCOtOOQO''OOCC>OCO?0?OCOOCOCOCOCOCO^OOCOOtOCD30<X)CD 
• CO  Tt  V.C  O CO  QC' 00  O O O O)  COpf^Tc'coT- V'^Qo'Oi' 03  o "P  c>'c)  co'P 

a VC  »0  VC  VC  VC  VC  VC  VC  IQ  VC  VC  VO  VC  vc  vC  vc  vc  UC  vc  vc  vc  vC  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vC  vc  vc  vc 

» Z 

X T 

*-  S-i 

^ s 

z . 
§1 

.C^— H— IC30CO— 1— too  •C3-TTCOCOVC  CJrHrrOCOCO 

•*  O0(^^g— (— (OJrOOTr-HTTi— ICO— ITJ<(0}  TfgCOCOCOCOCO^  C^^  'iJ’CV— 1 

gO— v(0JC0.5e-l>00  00  C3C3O^^  gOrHC0JC0'^J^'St--t^00Q0O3O 

“ 

^CV— ^303Q0l9c0TtC0rHOC^00('-vC-rC0CVOa300C0VCC00J^-C300O'rt<C0 
.,_h,-(t-h  vcvcVCiCiCvCvCvC'V'Vrj’Tj<-TrfTfC0C0C0O3C0 

ai>t>'t>l''l''*t'Hl>-{>-l>.l>.t>.cOCCOCOCOCOCOCOOOCOCOCOCOOCOCDCOCOO 

a ? 
m 1 

• O— iCQCQC0-tlCC0t^00C3O— iGv)0'rt'COL'^00030— 1— lOCOTjUCCOt.-OO 
I vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vC  »C  vC  >C  vc  vC  vc  vc  vc  O vc  »C  vc  vc  vc  vc  iC  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc 

•3198^  J0XlB(l| 

•uiuoTviOiC-Kn-l  ’-^c^'^Tt<‘Ooi>oociOrHc^co-^iocDi>-ooa50r-HO)cortocot>ooa50— < 

4IL 

pH  : ..s 

<r*  n s = . 

KS.a 

• z 

*»r  Si 
^ O 

S dkT:7:?^*^'~"^Ol''VC^Oa300COOCOOOOOl-COCO  — <03C3’-^OCOt^  -O' 

b^CSfO^COVC  ^COCJ  CO— 1 VC-^COCOCOCOCV— I^C^— ^VCCO— 1£— 1 

a pO>-^CJeO'^CDt^l>000300  — >0— iO}COr}^vcOf-l^OOC3030— < cO 

Z 5g 

O S 
s « 

H.  M. 

9 57 

10  34 

11  18 
morn. 

0 9 

1 11 

2 19 

3 32 
rises. 

7 13 

7 41 

8 10 

8 37 

9 7 
9 39 

10  16 

10  56 

11  42 
morn. 

0 33 

1 29 

2 28 

3 30 

4 33 
sets. 

7 1 

7 30 

8 1 

8 36 

9 18 
10  8 

'/-  « 
“S 

1 •CDVC'-rCOCV— i00300CDVCCOCN003QOe-‘Crf'CO— I003t^»cc0— lOOOCO-^ 
a,— IT— itH  — T-)^rH  vcvCvCvCvcvCvcvC'V’C'^'T'iT'T'iCOCOCO 

1 3C0t^G0C^Or-HC^'c0TTiVCCDt-*00  03  O — TcO^'cO  vc  CC  t-  00  03  O — O?  CO  -T  v.C  CO 

-*  >C  >C  vc  vc  T-l  rH  — 1 t-H  rH  T-^  — ^ t-h  T-l  r-l  CPJ  CJ  10?  Ci  CV 

1 S ”T  -t  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  'C  vc  vc  vc  >C 

a * . 
o255s 

t- 

X c 
cn 

1 . 0)  — 00  OO  CO  vc  — 1 03  vc  CO  O t--  rr  1"  C?  C0>  — 1 t"  vc  OO  CO  ^ vc  — CO 

Svc-rfCOTTVC  t-It-i  t^^cOCOVCCO— i VCVCVCVC'C»'COrHVCTj'gCV  -^COO? 

xC^'^'=^^^Q0030-3,-(  >— I— iO?COTjvrfvCCOl>000300— ^ i— KNCO 

1 T— li-Hr-IOJ  1— ir-lT-HC 

S5 

0 £ 

1 S 

.'ifOCO  ^Tjvco-^roo  .TtiC^C3iC-^vC— 1— •OO'rfTti^O  T-P  00.03  CO  CO  CO 

SvcCOr-(g  rHO)M-HTT  CO  CO— ivCCOgC^CCiCJCVCO  . 0?VCCO— 1 

a030^  §0— iCi»C0.2t-L'-0000030300^  |o— iCNC0Tt'^l>l'H.l>00C3O 

z oi 
a §- 

'■  w 

5;oa30covc-!:^c0T-Hoa300  t^vcTi'0J—iO00c0vc-^0f—i03  00c0'^0)—iO3c- 

'‘OJ— IrH— 1— It— (t-I— It— 1 VClCVClCVCVCrf'^rTTf-^TtCOCO 

at^t'-i>.i>.|>.i>.i>.t^t',t--t^t^t^i'-i>.i>.t',ocococDcoco>coi:ccC)isococococc 

a ^ 
c«| 

. O?' CO  -r  vc  CD  I'-  00  03  O — 1“  CV  CO  'I^  vc  CO  00  03  O — 1 O?  -it  vc  CO  00  03  O — ^ CJ  CO 

Sicvcvcvcvcvcvcvc  T-^T-^,-^T-lT-HT-l,-lT-l— if??0?GVC} 

a r^i  rf  rf  rjv  Tf  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  vc  O vc  vc  vc  vc 

•M  'Pap  s^«nS 

17  59  10 
17  43  51 
17  28  15 
17  12  22 
16  56  12 
16  39  46 
16  23  4 
16  6 6 
15  48  53 
15  31  24 
15  13  41 
14  55  42 
14  37  29 
14  19  3 
14  0 22 
13  41  28 
13  22  21 
13  3 1 
12  43  28 
12  23  43 
12  3 47 
11  43  38 
11  23  19 
11  2 49 
10  42  8 
10  21  17 
10  0 16 
9 39  6 
9 17  47 
8 56  18 
8 34  42, 

•M,uowjoi^a  1 '-"^”'^‘^'®"'“®S;::2iS23"PSS22g5!?iS5^S^SgSS^?; 
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9th  MONTH.  SEPTEMBER,  1862,  30  days. 


MOON’S  PHASES, 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES  N. 

Sun 

on  Merlvl, 

D. 

H 

M. 

H. 

M. 

H. 

M. 

H. 

M 

D. 

H. 

U. 

s. 

First  Quarter  - • • • 

1 

5 

33 

mo. 

5 

21 

mo. 

5 

9 

mo. 

4 

58 

mo. 

1 

11 

59 

50 

Full  Moon 

8 

3 

13 

mo. 

3 

1 

mo. 

2 

50 

mo. 

2 

39 

mo. 

9 

11 

57 

12 

Third  Quarter-  • • - 

15 

11 

38 

ev. 

11 

26 

ev. 

11 

14 

ev. 

11 

3 

ev. 

17 

11 

54 

24 

New  Moon 

23 

4 

13 

GV. 

4 

1 

ev. 

3 

49 

ev. 

3 

38 

ev. 

25 

11 

51 

37 

First  Quarter 

30 

11 

26 

mo. 

11 

14 

mo. 

11 
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mo. 

10 
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mo. 
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THE  NEW  YEAR. 

A WELCOME  would  I givo  thee,  new-born  year, 

A bright,  glad  welcome  to  this  world  of  ours, 

And  crown  each  day  of  this  brief  life  of  thine 
With  a rich  chaplet  of  immortal  flowers — 

A chaplet  of  good  deeds,  that  brighter  far 

Shine  on  the  Christian’s  brow^  than  crowns  that  monarchs  wear. 

The  deeds  emblazoned  on  the  warrior’s  shield 
Are  in  the  records  of  his  country's  fame: 

The  hungry  fed,  the  naked  clothed  and  blessed, 

From  love  to  God,  and  in  the  Saviour's  name. 

These  on  imperishable  tablets  stand ; 

Those  on  the  fleeting  mist,  or  ever-changing  sand. 

Then  haste  thee,  new-born  year ; thy  scroll  unfold ; 

Each  hour  will  have  its  history  for  thee ; ^ 

Thy  page,  unwritten  now,  erelong  shall  bear 
Its  crowded  records  for  eternity. 

Then  gird  thee,  Christian,  for  the  conflict  now. 

Trusting  in  God  for  aid,  his  seal  upon  thy  brow.  e.  w.  b. 


WILL  COME. 

There  is  nothing  which  impresses  me  with  so  much  aw^e,  the  older  I 
grow,  as  the  sure  on-coming  of  what  we  call  future  events.  I remember 
when  my  father  died,  and  the  dear  old  homestead  had  to  be  sold,  and  the 
day  of  the  sale  fixed,  how  much  of  the  intervening  time  was  spent  in 
wild  wishes  and  vain  attempts  to  save  it — at  least,  to  postpone  tlie  sale. 
Would  not  friends  come  forward?  Would  not  sometliing  turn  up? 
Would  not  that  uncle  whose  “missing  ship”  never  came  back  to  port, 
now  return  to  our  rescue  ? Could  we  not  bid  it  in,  and  give  our  “ prom- 
ise to  pay?”  No,  the  march  of  the  on-coming  sorrow  knew  no  remission, 
trampling  down  every  project,  blighting  every  hope,  deaf  to  our  cries, 
blind  to  our  tears.  There  was  no  warding  it  off.  So  swiftly  runs  the 
distant  joy  and  future  loss.  They  will  come.  How  inexorably  life  fulfils 
itself! 

And  middle  life  will  come,  and  old  age  will  come,  and  the  dying  bed 
will  come ; yes,  and  the  day  of  last  reckoning  will  come,  and  Christ  on 
the  judgment-seat  will  come,  and  the  opening  of  the  books  will  come, 
and  the  final  verdicts  will  come,  and  the  sentence  which  will  fix  our  des- 
tinies for  ever  will  come — will  come ! 


Over  every  daj^’s  life  let  us  write  the  twofold  inscription,  ^‘Not  sloth- 
ful in  business;”  and,  “Continuing  instant  in  prayer.” 
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FATHER  WARD. 

‘‘  Father  Ward  ” was  a dear  old  minister  in  our  parts,  who,  long  after 
he  was  too  infirm  for  a regular  charge,  used  to  go  around  and  preach  as 
he  had  strength  and  opportunity.  I never  saw  his  tall,  venerable  figure 
and  benignant  face  without  thinking  of  the  good  old  men  of  Bible  times. 
I used  to  fancy  it  was  Moses,  or  Jacob,  or  Elijah  come  back,  for  he 
seemed  to  have  the  kind  of  faith  they  had — Scripture  faith,  that  took  God 
at  his  word.  He  gave  himself  to  God’s  work,  and  he  never  doubted 
God  would  give  him  all  he  ought  to  have.  When  Scott’s  Bible  first 
oamc,  that  treasure  of  a commentary  as  our  fathers  regarded  it,  it  was 
naturally  much  coveted  in  the  minister’s  study.  But  the  price!  The 
cheapest  edition  was  seventeen  or  eighteen  dollars,  and  the  minister’s 
pocket  was  nearl}^  bare.  You  must  have  it,”  said  his  wife.  *‘Don’t  be 
anxious,”  said  he ; “if  it ’s  best,  the  Lord  will  provide  the  means.”  Sad- 
dling his  horse  one  day  to  go  to  Hallowell,  his  wife  asked  if  there  was  no 
possible  way  to  “afford  buying  Scott.”  “If  it  is  best,  we  shall  have  it;” 
and  the  poor  minister  trotted  off  with  a trusting  heart.  Nor  had  he 
been  gone  long  before  a man  came  in,  and  without  introducing  himself, 
left  fifteen  dollars  on  the  poor  parsonage  table.  The  next  visit  to  Hal- 
lowell added  the  new  commentary  to  the  minister’s  library. 

On  another  occasion,  a debt  became  due,  which  all  the  saving  hus- 
bandry and  frugal  economies  of  the  parsonage  could  not  pay.  After 
praying  it  over  and  over,  the  poor  minister  concluded  to  ride  over  to  a 
neighboring  village,  and  try  what  borrowing  could  do.  On  reaching  the 
outskirts,  a man  hailed  him,  saying,  “There  is  a letter  in  our  post-office 
for  you,  sir.”  Surprised  to  find  a letter  where  he  should  never  have 
thought  of  going  for  one,  he  hastened  to  the  office  and  took  it  out.  The 
letter  was  without  date,  name,  or  word,  but  it  contained  just  the  money 
he  needed  for  his  debt. 

God’s  people  are  apt  to  forget  how  rich  he  is.  The  silver  and  the 
gold  are  his,  and  the  cattle  on  a thousand  hills ; yet  they  worry  over 
losses,  and  complain  if  ^hey  are  not  doing  as  well  as  their  neighbors, 
and  put  aside  God’s  work  to  do  their  own  work,  and  think  not  of  the 
lilies  which  Christ  bids  them  “consider,”  until  they  forget  God  alto- 
gether, and  do  not  believe  in  his  fatherly  care  and  goodness.  We  have 
a rich  heavenly  Father.  Rich  earthly  fathers  are  sometimes  hard  and 
grinding ; but  our  Father  in  heaven  is  as  kind  and  compassionate  as  he 
is  rich.  King  David,  whose  long  and  tried  experience  upon  this  subject 
is  worth  something — King  David  says,  “Trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good ; 
verily  thou  shalt  be  fed.”  “Commit  thy  way  to  the  Lord,  and  he  shall 
bring  it  to  pass.”  k. 


“All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God.”  Rom.‘ 
8*:  28. 
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BLESSED  ARE  THE  PEACEMAKERS. 

A gentleman  walking  through  a street  in  London  met  a little  girl 
weeping  bitterly.  On  inquiring  what  her  trouble  was,  she  frankly  told 
him  she  had  disobeyed  her  mother,  who  was  very  angry  with  her,  and 
that  her  father  would  punish  her  severely  when  he  came  home.  The 
gentleman  talked  with  the  child,  and  tried  to  make  her  feel  how  wrong 
her  conduct  had  been,  and  at  length  persuaded  her  to  go  at  once  to  her 
mother,  confess  her  fault,  and  beg  her  forgiveness.  On  his  return  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  he  saw  the  little  creature  at  the  same  place,  full  of 
happiness.  She  ran  towards  him,  and  exclaimed  with  delight,  “Oh,  sir, 
it’s  all  made  up  ; mother  has  forgiven  me!” 

How  many  joyous  recognitions  like  this  there  will  be  in  heaven,  be- 
tween sinners  who  confessed  to  God  their  sins  and  found  peace,  and  the 
Christian  friends  who  turned  them  from  the  error  of  their  way,  and  thus 
saved  their  souls  from  deatji. 
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THE  ONLY  ANCHOR. 

A beautiful  young  woman  seemed  to  be  fading  like  a leaf;  but  with 
the  devoted  love  of  father,  mother,  sisters,  brother,  and  lover,  and  all  the 
comforts  which  ample  means  could  command,  sickness  lost  its  harsher 
features,  and  any  intruding  sense  of  its  presence  was  carefully  banished 
by  the  fond  assiduities  of  family  affection. 

Yet  Jane  was  ill  at  ease,  and  her  restless  eye,  while  answering  every 
token  of  their  love,  looked  beyond  with  an  anxious  and  questioning  glance. 
Friends  in  turn  praised  and  petted  her.  All  she  had  been  and  all  she 
was  to  them,  if  not  paraded  before  her,  was  recalled  with  indulgent  pride. 
The  idol  had  its  worshippers  ; but  the  worship — the  poor  girl  put  it  all 
back  with  a sorrowful  smile.  ^‘Mother,”  she  said,  “how  do  I know  God 
will  accept  me?  So  good!  Mother,  if  I have  nothing  but  my  goodness 
to  enter  heaven  by,  I shall  never  go  there,  never,  never.  I have  no  good- 
ness to  offer.” 

“God  is  good  and  kind,  my  child.” 

“Yes,  mother,  but  to  the  guilty  and  offending — ” 

“ He  is  merciful,”  replied  the  mother. 

“He  just  too;  my  soul  tells  me  he  is  just.  I am  afraid,  mother.  I 
have  no  peace.  I am  afraid,  mother.  I cannot  die  50.” 

Neither  her  minister  or  physician,  friend  or  lover  could  quiet  the 
alarm  of  her  soul.  “ I cannot  die  .so,  I cannot  die  50,”  was  the  bitter 
plaint ; and  nothing  they  could  offer  met  her  case. 

At  last  her  father,  unwilling,  yet  urged  by  the  presence  of  despairing 
affection,  called  on  a humble  minister  in  the  neighborhood,  stated  his 
daughter’s  case,  and  begged  his  help.  He  we»t  to  see  her. 

“ My  dear  young  friend,”  said  the  minister,  “ ‘ herein  is  love  ; not  that 
we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitia- 
tion for  our  sins,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life.’  He  is  ‘ the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the 
sin  of  the  world.’  We  are  ‘redeemed  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ, 
as  of  a lamb  without  blemish  and  without  spot.’  ‘In  him  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  according  to  the 
riches  of  his  grace.’  ” 

“I  throw  myself  on  Jesus  Christ,”  gasped  the  poor  invalid,  a new 
light  kindling  in  her  face.  “ Tell  me  more.” 

And  while  the  good  man  unfolded  more  and  more  of  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation through  a crucified  Redeemer,  keeping  very  closely  to  the  Scrip- 
ture words,  he  saw  that  her  soul  wai  drinking  in  the  waters  of  life. 

“ Redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  justified  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
reconciled  by  the  blood  of  Christ ; he  is  our  peace,”  he  repeated  ear^ 
nestly.  “Yes,  that  is  it.  I have  found  it;  I see  it.” 

After  a season  of  prayer,  in  which  she  devoutly  joined,  the  minister 
left.  The  next  morning,  the  father  of  the  invalid  called  again.  “ Come 
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sir,  to-daj.  You  have  a mesmeric  power  none  of  us  have.  Jane  is 
better ; but  come  again.  She  begins  to  look  like  herself.” 

She  grasped  his  hand  as  the  minister  approached  her  couch.  ‘‘Jus- 
tified by  the  blood  of  Christ;  yes,  saved  by  the  blood  of  Christ;  yes, 
cleansed  by  the  blood  of  Christ ; yes,  that  is  all  I want — all — all.” 

And  it  proved  all-sufficient.  The  infinite  want  of  the  guilty  soul  was 
met,  not  by  natural  goodness,  not  by  domestic  virtues,  not  by  the  treach- 
erous counsels  of  a false  peace,  not  by  the  adulations  and  hopes  of  friends  ; 
the  sin-sick  soul  turns  from  all  these,  and  the  momentous  question,  “ How 
can  I make  my  peace  with  God?”  finds  its  only  answer  in  “ being  justified 
freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.”  Rom. 
3:24.  Here  she  found  an  anchor  sure  and  steadfast  to  her  soul,  the  only 
anchor  which  entereth  within  the  veil  of  the  great  hereafter. 


THE  CHERRY-BUD. 

God  sometimes  seems  a great  way  off,  and  we  wonder  if  he  cares  for 
us.  I know  Jesus  told  us  to  say,  “Our  Father,”  and  the  Bible  teaches 

tliat  “ He  is  nigh  to  all  them 
that  call  upon  him ;”  and  yet 
we  cannot  help  sometimes 
feeling  that  he  is  too  great 
to  mind  our  small  affairs,  and 
has  larger  interests  to  over- 
look than  ours.  This  is  not 
a happy  feeling.  Oh  no ; it 
is  unhappy.  While  I was 
feeling  so  one  day,  I walked 
out  on  the  piazza,  and  pulled 
a bud  from  the  cherry-tree. 
It  was  in  the  early  spring, 
and  the  trees  looked  bare  as 
winter.  It  seemed  as  if 
spring,  like  hope,  was  fro- 
zen up. 

The  bud  was  not  a spring 
bud  then.  No.  It  was  made 
last  summer ; for  summer  is 
at  work,  not  only  to  make  leaves  and  flowers  and  fruit  for  its  own  year, 
but  it  begins  a bud — it  begins  millions  of  buds  for  the  next  year.  What 
a forethought  this ! 

But  a bud  is  a tender  thing.  Are  they  not  running  a great  risk  to 
come  so  long  beforehand ; for  how  can  they  weather  the  winter  storms, 
frost  and  ice,  and  wind  and  snow  ? The  little  cherry-bud  which  I held  in 
my  hand  survived  all  this. 
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^‘How  did  you  live,  little  bud?’’  I said,  carrying  it  into  the  house. 
Then  I began  to  uncover  it,  and  that  let  me  into  the  secret.  How  much 
do  you  think  that  one  cherry-bud  had  on?  First,  I took  off  thirteen  lit- 
tle chippy  coverings,  hugging  it  round  like  the  coats  of  a'pine  cone.  That 
showed  as  if  somebody  cared  for  it.  Then  I found  three  larger,  finer, 
thicker  ones ; and  under  these  three  more,  woolier  and  warmer.  Here 
were  six  blankets,  besides  thirteen  coverlids. 

What  do  you  suppose  I found  between  two  of  the  blankets?  The 
smallest  insect  you  ever  saw,  no  bigger  than  a hair’s  breadth,  but  with 
legs  to  run  away  fast  enough,  when  I waked  him  up.  “ Did  your  mother 
put  you  in  this  warm  cradle?”  I asked.  “Have  you  slept  sweetly  here 
all  winter?”  It  did  not  answer,  and  seemed  impatient  to  go. 

“ What  did  you  find  inside  the  blankets  ?”  Three  little  buds — blossoms 
to  be,  and  cherries  in  July.  They  looked  like  three  tiny  babies  fast 
asleep,  and  not  yet  ready  to  get  up.  They  were  not  ready,  for  I was  not 
the  one  to  rouse  them.  It  belonged  to  that  good  nurse  the  sun,  who  was 
fast  warming  up  for  the  work.  Now  I was  about  it,  however,  I thought 
I would  look  a little  farther. 

“Is  the  flower  all  there  inside  you,  little  bud?”  I peeped  in,  and 
found  atoms  of  the  most  delicate  white  leaves  you  ever  saw,  all  beauti- 
fully grained ; and  Oh,  had  I lighted  on  a mine?  for  here  was  a nest  of 
gold — golden  specks,  moulded  and  rounded  with  the  rarest  skill.  How 
many?  Thirty-five.  Here  indeed  was  the  blossom,  and  these  were  the 
pollen-boxes  of  the  stamens,  for  I found  each  gold  speck  perched  on  a 
little  stalk ; and  all  these  grouping  round  the  heart  of  the  blossom,  the 
future  cherry. 

Who  would  have  thought  of  finding  this  little  world  of  life  and 
beauty  here  ? such  delicate  painting,  such  exquisite  workmanship,  part 
fitting  part,  many  parts  forming  a perfect  whole,  and  not  only  one,  but 
hundreds,  thousands,  millions  clinging  to  the  dry,  black  branches  of  the 
garden  trees.  I looked  out  of  the  window  and  thought  of  all  these,  liv- 
ing, growing,  perfecting,  with  no  haste — noiseless,  hid  from  all  eyes,  all 
eyes  but  One.  He  knows  them  all,  counts  them  all,  watches  them  all, 
loves  them  all  as  they  strengthen  and  ripen,  bearing  another  life  in  their 
warm,  white  bosoms,  the  full  fruit,  the  rich,  ripe,  delicious  “White- 
Hearts  ” of  July.  Ah,  the  garden  trees  looked  no  longer  bare. 

Will  the  great  God  have  such  care  and  love  f6r  a bud,  and  not  care 
for  you  and  for  me  ? Then  God  seemed  no  longer  afar  off.  He  was  near, 
very  near.  A sweet  sense  of  his  love  and  care  folded  me  round,  and  I 
was  happy,  very  happy.  h.  c.  k. 


What  a serious  task  it  is  to  confront  one’s  self  with  faithful  truth, 
and  see  one’s  self  by  a light  that  will  not  flatter ; but  it  must  be  done, 
and  the  earliest  season  is  the  best  for  it.  Foster. 
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OAK  HILL. 

From  the  western  side  of  our  liouse  an  extensive  prospect  opened 
before  us,  field  and  forest,  river  and  slope,  and  wliat  to  my  childish  eyes 
was  an  object  of  marvellous  interest  and  beauty,  a wood-capped  hill, 
with  a stately  stepping  towards  the  sk}^  Often  my  mother  allowed  me 
to  eat  my  bread  and  milk  sitting  in  the  garden  door  ; but  breakfast  had 
little  share  of  my  thoughts,  for  they  were  rising  with  the  morning  mist 
from  the  valley,  wreathing  round  the  hill-sides,  creeping  up  the  gorges, 
lighting  upon  the  tree-tops,  or  mysteriously  passing  away,  I know  not 
where.  At  night,  when  the  sun  sank  behind  it,  leaving  its  summit  set  in 
purple  and  gold,  how  often  did  I steal  out  of  bed  to  pillow  my  head  on 
the  window,  and  wander  over  the  beautiful  land  beyond,  on  the  other 
side,  with  windows  of  heaven,  and  golden  curtains  and  stairways  in  the 
sky,  and  where  no  night  was  ; for  was  not  the  sun  shining  there  ? 

The  hill  was  called  Oak  hill.  In  the  hot  and  sultry  noons  I panted  for 
refuge  in  its  shady  groves.  Were  there  no  cool  breezes  blowing  through 
our  trees?  They  were  fanning  the  brow  of  Oak  hill.  Could  I find  no 
fresh  flowers  in  the  woods  ? They  were  growing  in  social  sweetness 
among  the  hollows  of  Oak  hill.  Was  I blamed  or  misunderstood?  I 
was  sure  peace  and  love  nestled  on  the  sunlit  banks  of  beautiful  Oak 
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hill.  Fairy  life  was  there,  peopling  it  with  all  forms  of  grace  and  beauty. 
Angel  life  was  there,  descending  in  cloud-ladders  from  the  blue  above. 
Sometimes  it  seemed  far  off ; sometimes  very  near.  I longed  to  be  there  ; 
and  when  I grew  up,  my  first  flitting,  I was  sure,  should  b'e  to  dear,  beau- 
tiful Oak  hill. 

One  summer  my  father  took  me  in  the  chaise  to  visit  a distant  rela- 
tive. Towards  noon,  as  we  journeyed,  it  grew  h^ot  and  sultry.  My  morn- 
ing joy  had  exhaled  with  the  morning  dew,  and  I grew  tired  and  sleepy. 
We  were  ascending  high  land,  over  a rocky,  zigzag  road.  My  father 
arranged  his  coat  for  me  to  sleep  upon;  but  a sudden  jolt  every  now  and 
then  rudely  shortened  my  slumbers,  bringing  clouds  on  my  spirits  and 
drops  in  my  eyes. 

“This  dreadful  way!”  I muttered,  “so  awfully  hot,  and  such  torment- 
ing musquitoes ; and  the  ugly  tall  trees  keeping  all  the  air  off!”  My 
father,  who  was  walking  beside  the  horse,  invited  me  cheerfully  to  jump 
out  and  run  along  with  him.  “ Nothing  but  scraggy  trees  and  bare  rocks, 
and  every  thing  so  lonesome,”  I said,  taking  a feverish  survey  outside. 
“ Father,  when  shall  we  get  out  of  this  place,  where  it  is  beautiful  again?” 

“My  daughter,”  he  said,  “ this  is  Oak  hill.” 

“ This  Oak  hill !” 

Are  there  not  Oak  hills  all  around  us  ? The  children  descry  them  in 
the  distance,  and  long  to  climb  their  airy  summits.  How  impatient  are 
they  under  the  restraints  of  home  and  the  tasks  of  school.  They  look 
up  to  the  strength  and  beauty  of  manhood,  and  see  nothing  that  strong 
hands  and  stout  hearts  cannot  achieve.  They  are  successful  merchants 
and  cunning  craftsmen.  They  brave  seas,  and  battle  resistant  forces,  and 
return  home  laden  with  honors.  They  fill  high  posts,  and  their  fellows 
do  them  reverence.  Their  eyes  dilate  and  their  cheeks  flush  as  they 
look  up  to  the  heights  of  life,  longing  to  explore  their  royal  passes,  and 
unlock  their  hid  treasure.  Ah,  the  way  is  as  narrow  there  as  you  find 
it  now  ; there  are  steep  slides,  rough  jolts,  and  impassable  barriers.  Do 
not  console  yourself  under  present  crosses,  or  cheat  yourself  out  of  in- 
nocent enjoyments,  by  false  promises  of  future  ease  and  pleasure.  Every 
step  you  take  in  life  has  both  its  crosses  and  its  comforts,  the  one  against 
the  other ; and  your  true  way  is  to  extract  improvement  from  the  one, 
and  heart’s  ease  from  the  other:  then  will  you  rise,  not  to  experience 
bitter  disappointment,  but  to  find  the  path  to  a higher  good. 

Men  of  business  cast  many  a wistful  look  towards  the  Oak  hills  which 
skirt  their  dusty  horizon.  How  coveted  are  those  shady  retreats  and 
that  peaceful  repose.  What  flowers  of  genial  affections  and  what  fruits 
of  beneficent  labors  grow  there.  There  shall  all  wrongs  be  recompensed, 
habits  be  reformed,  and  time  redeemed.  There  are  the  beautiful  and 
good.  There  is  the  breath  of  heaven. 

Ah,  trust  no  future,  however  pleasant,  for  there  too  are  biting  annoy- 
ances and  discontent,  remorseful  memories,  and  repining.  Weariness  and 
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wants  and  the  dusty  travel  of  life  are  there.  For  we  take  self  there ; and 
the  good  which  we  now  withhold,  the  sins  we  now  cherish,  the  amend- 
ments which  we  now  defer,  we  shall  as  surely  withhold,  cherish,  and 
defer  there.  It  is  a fatal  mistake  to  try  to  support  ourselves  under  pres- 
ent burdens,  or  to  repudiate  present  obligations  by  promised  ease  or  the 
hope  of  future  well-doing.  It  is  a poor  cheat  to  refuse  the  cup  of  pres- 
ent blessing  which  God  gives  us  to  drink  for  our  refreshment  and  com- 
fort to-day,  for  pleasures  pictured  on  a distant  prospect.  Distance 
heightens  the  illusion ; but  we  go  to  find  only  what  we  have  left  behind. 
And  so  are  we  deceived,  and  deceive  ourselves,  and  life  seems  toilsome 
and  dull  and  dusty,  until  we  find  our  true  ground  of  happiness  in  what  we 
are,  and  not  where  we  are.  ii.  c.  k. 


A POOR  soldier  in  the  Crimean  war,  footsore  and  faint,  threw  himself 
on  the  ground, perhaps  to  die.  “One  drop,  one  drop  !’’  he  murmured. 

“Not  a drop  of  grog  in  my  canteen,”  said  his  comrade.  “What  can  I 
do  for  you?” 

“ There  is  one  that  is  never  dry,”  said  the  poor  fellow ; “ it  is  full  of 
the  water  of  life.  I want  a drop  of  that.  Bill,  open  my  knapsack  and 
get  it — my  Bible,  and  let  me  have  a drop.” 

Bill  obeyed,  found  the  Bible,  and  began  to  read.  “That’s  it,”  said  the 
poor  soldier.  “ Blood ! but  ’t  is  the  blood  of  Christ,  which  heals  our 
smarts.  The  blood  of  Christ  makes  peace  between  God  and  us  poor 
sinners.  I shall  never  get  home  to  old  England  again;  but,  blessed  be 
God,  I shall  get  to  a better  one  through  Christ  the  living  way.  Ah,  Bill, 
if  ever  the  Bible  was  writ  for  any  man,  it  was  writ  for  the  soldier." 

Yes,  and  the  sailor  feels  it  was  writ  for  him,  and  the  farmer  for  him, 
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and  the  widow  for  her,  and  the  orphaned  for  them.  It  suits  every  class 
and  condition  of  life,  because  it  everywhere  addresses  itself  to  sinners 
and  sufferers,  and  presents  a Redeemer  mighty  to  save  all  who  believe 
and  put  their  trust  in  him. 


THE  FINAL  ESTIMATE. 

He  was  a dying  man.  He  had  riches,  he  had  honors,  both  public  and 
private  offices  he  had  held  with  integrity,  and  all  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  life  he  had  fulfilled  as  a Christian  gentleman.  All  men  spoke 
well  of  him,  and  both  the  church  and  the  world  mourned  his  approach- 
ing death. 

But  now,  as  the  fifty  years  of  his  life  were  closing  up  their  accounts, 
what  entry  in  the  long  retrospect  gave  him  most  satisfaction?  Not  his 
stocks,  not  his  official  or  professional  labors,  not  his  literary  acquisitions 
or  his  books.  These  were  my  delight  once,”  he  said,  pointing  to  them, 
“ but  they  are  nothing  to  me  now;”  no,  but  an  event  in  his  college  days 
when  in  the  zeal  and  ardor  of  his  “ first  love  ” he  had  sought  out  a fellow- 
student  in  his  impenitence  and  worldliness,  and  had  led  him  to  a cruci- 
fied Saviour.  The  young  man  afterwards  became  a minister  of  Christ, 
and  was  greatly  blessed  as  a missionary  in  the  far  lands  of  the  East. 

“I  look  back  now,”  said  the  dying  man,  “upon  this  as  the  happiest 
remembrance  in  my  whole  life.  To  save  a soul  from  death.  Oh  what  a 
privilege ! ” and  then  with  deep  emotion  he  added,  “ but  Oh,  how  little  of 
such  work  as  this  have  I ever  done.” 

Christian  friend,  how  much  have  you  and  I done  of  it? 


What  is  the  Proof  of  our  Immortality? — Not  the  analogies  of  na- 
ture— the  resurrection  of  nature  from  a winter  grave,  or  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  butterfly.  Not  even  the  testimony  to  the  fact  of  risen  dead; 
for  whu  does  not  know  how  shadowy  and  unsubstantial  these  intellect- 
ual proofs  become  in  unspiritual  frames  of  mind.  No,  the  life  of  the 
spirit  is  the  evidence.  Heaven  begun  is  the  living  proof  that  makes  the 
heaven  to  come  credible.  “ Christ  in  you  ” is  “ the  hope  of  glory.  ” It 
is  the  eagle  eye  of  faith  which  penetrates  the  grave,  and  sees  far  into 
the  tranquil  things  of  death.  He  alone  can  believe  in  immortality  who 
feels  the  resurrection  in  him.  Kobertson. 


Never  at  any  other  time  were  so  many  Bibles  translated  into  so  many 
of  the  tongues  of  man ; never  so  many  soldiers  of  the  cross ; never  so 
many  tents  pitched  in  the  enemy’s  country;  never  so  much  musketry 
and  ammunition ; never  so  many  prayers ; never  so  many  tracts  ; never 
so  much  truth ; never  so  much  of  God’s  grace  and  the  Holy  Ghost  as 
now ; never  so  many  openings  on  all  sides  to  pour  in  that  salvation  which 
is  to  save  a lost  world. 
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A CALL  ON  THE  BRIDE. 

Our  young  friend  married.  What  sort  of  a wife  has  Harry?  Ah, 
that ’s  the  question.  Ilis  future  depends  upon  it.  Ilis  Christian  useful- 
ness, his  success  in  business,  his  true  enjoyment  of  life,  are  all  pending 
upon  what  sort  of  a wife  he  has.  A woman’s  temper  and  economies  are 
the  woof  in  that  delicate  fabric,  domestic  happiness,  subject  to  such 
strains,  liable  to  so  many  stains,  so  brittle  and  yet  so  tough,  so  pliant  and 
yet  so  firm.  Of  course  we  longed  to  see  her.  She  was  fair ; she  was 
finely  educated.  Her  house  was  becomingly  furnished.  There  were 
pictures,  a piano,  books,  and  bijoux.  Every  thing  indicated  the  presence 
of  a woman  of  refined  tastes  and  elegant  antecedents. 

But  the  young  couple  were  beginners.  She  had  left  her  ample  home 
for  his  humbler  one.  All  was  well  now ; but  would  careless  extravagance 
or  thoughtful  thrift  rule  the  manifold  husbandries  of  kitchen  and  parlor  ? 
Who  holds  “ the  keys  ” is  quite  as  important  in  the  domestic  as  the  eccle- 
siastical polity.  How  many  hopes  and  fears  are  perched  on  the  house- 
top of  a new  home.  Which  would  fly  away?  which  stay  and  nestle  in 
its  nooks,  croaking  with  the  November  wind,  or  ever  hymning  songs  of 
thankful  joy? 

There  were  several  callers,  and  the  attention  of  the  beautiful  hostess, 
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necessarily  divided  among  several  guests,  left  us  the  pauses  for  hasty 
sketches  of  the  may-bes  and  might-bes  opening  in  long  perspective  before 
the  happy  young  pair.  At  last  all  went,  and  in  her  own  sweet  way  the 
young  bride  said,  playfully,  ‘‘Now  come  up  stairs  and  see  my  work and 
taking  my  hand,  she  led  the  way.  “Some  splendid  embroidery,”  I 
thought,  owing  a slight  grudge  to  the  everlasting  worsted  which  has 
spoiled  so  many  fine  eyes.  “New  style  of  pincushion,  or  elegant  pocket- 
handkerchief,  left  unhemmed  for  show;”  for  show-work,  of  course,  it 
must  be ; what  else  would  a bride  do?  Nothing  of  the  least  consequence, 
I was  quite  sure.  We  approached  a large  window.  There  was  her  sew- 
ing-machine. The  work  was  not  on  that.  Two  chairs : “ That  is  Harry’s,” 
she  said,  pointing  to  a cosey  rocking-chair;  “you  shall  sit  in  it.”  Her 
work-basket,  and  her  work,  which  she  presently  resumed.  What  was 
it?  It  looked  heavy  for  a June  day.  What  was  it?  Relining  her  hus- 
band’s coat,  sleeves  and  skirts!  A job!  Even  I should  have  reckoned  it 
such.  Quite  likely  I looked  astonished,  for  she  laughed  and  said,  “ Harry 
has  lived  so  long  a bachelor,  even  his  best  wardrobe  needs  looking  after. 
You  see  I am  beginning  in  earnest.  Good  prose,  isn’t  it?”  and  away 
flew  her  needle  as  swift  as  a shuttle. 

A bride  lining  her  husband’s  coat  in  these  days ! I was  completely 
reassured  Harry  will  get  along.  If  this  was  her  first  brief,  I am  sure  his 
law-office  will  be  amply  remunerative.  Harry  has  got  a true  wife,  not 
afraid  or  ashamed  of  the  humble  industries  and  simple  arithmetic  which 
takes  “a  stitch  in  time  to  save  nine,”  as  the  true  basis  of  comfort  and 
competence.”  h.  c.  k. 


DOES  NOT  CHRIST  KNOW? 

“In  my  early  childhood,  after  a severe  but  silent  struggle,”  says  a 
sceptical  writer,  “I  made  way  with  the  ghostly  doctrine  of  eternal  dam- 
nation and  a wrathful  God.  From  my  seventh  year  I have  had  no  fear  oF 
God.” 

Jesus  Christ  said,  Him  who  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul  and 

body  in  hell.”  Did  not  Christ  know  God,  and  love  and  trust  him? 

When  Jesus  introduces  God  as  his  Father,  in  that  high  and  solemn 
scene  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  his  glory,  he  represents  himself 
as  saying  to  those  on  his  right  hand,  “Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father ;” 
and  to  those  on  the  left  hand,  “Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlast- 
ing fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.”  Did  not  Christ  know 
whereof  he  affirmed,  and  did  he  not  mean  what  he  said  ? 


Life  is  no  pilgrimage  of  pleasure,  but  a scene  of  toil,  of  effort,  of 
appointed  work,  of  grand  purposes  to  be  striven  for,  of  vast  ends  to  be 
achieved,  of  fearful  evils  to  be  uprooted  or  trampled  down,  of  sacred 
and  mighty  principles  to  be  asserted  and  carried  out. 
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LUXOR,  (A  PART  OF  ANCIENT  THEBES,)  FROM  THE  NILE. 

Thebes,  the  ancient  and  renowned  capital  of  Upper  Egypt,  was 
described  by  Homer  as 

“The  world’s  great  empress  on  the  Egyptian  plains, 

That  spreads  her  conquests  o’er  a thousand  states, 

And  pours  her  heroes  through  a hundred  gates. 

The  Hebrew  prophets  not  only  recognized  its  grandeur  and  power,  but 

denounced  it  with  ruin  for  its  stu- 
pendous idolatries,  Jer.  4G  : 25  ; 
Ezek.  30:14-10;  Nah.  3:8;  and  the 
massive  remains  of  its  temples  and 
towers  that  still  look  down  on  the 
silent  dust  of  countless  generations 
attest  its  ancient  eminence  in  pow- 
er and  in  guilt,  and  the  accomplish- 
ment of  all  God’s  threatenings. 

Among  the  idolatrous  and  his- 
torical sculptures  on  its  walls  and 
columns,  there  is  one  portion  which 
is  thought  to  be  a record  of  the 
exploits  of  Shishak  king  of  Egypt 
against  Jerusalem  in  the  fifth  year 
of  Rehoboam,  1 Kings  14  : 25.  See 
Shishak  in  Bible  Dictionary.  There 
is  a supposed  likeness  of  Shishak ; 
and  among  the  captive  princes  he 
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is  dragging  in  triumph  before  the  three  chief  gods  of  Thebes,  is  a figure 
with  Jewish  features  and  an  inscription  which  Champollion  interprets 
^‘the  kingdom  of  Judah.”  There  are  also  several  other  symbols,  which 
are  thought  to  denote  walled  towns  of  Judah  captured  by  Shishak. 


OUR  DUMB  FELLOW-CREATURES. 

Let  us  ever  look  with  especial  sympathy  and  regard  at  any  inferior 
animal  on  which  the  doom  of  man  has  fallen,  and  which  must  eat  its  food, 
if  not  in  the  sweat  of  its  brow,  then  in  that  of  its  sides.  Curious  that  a 
creature  should  be  called  all  through  life  to  labor,  for  which  there  yet 
remains  no  rest.  As  for  us  human  beings,  we  can  understand  and  we 
can  bear  with  much  evil,  and  many  trials  and  sorrows  here,  because  we 
are  taught  all  these  form  the  discipline  which  shall  prepare  us  for  another 
world — a world  that  shall  set  all  right ; but  for  you,  my  poor  horse,  there 
remains  no  such  immortality  as  remains  for  me.  What  a difference  be- 
tween us!  You  look  to  your  sixteen  or  eighteen  years  here,  and  then 
oblivion  ; I to  my  threescore  and  ten,  and  then  eternity.  The  difference 
is  immense ; and  it  touches  me  to  think  of  your  life  and  mine,  of  your 
doom  and  mine. 

I know  a house  where,  at  morning  and  evening  prayer,  when  the 
household  assembles,  among  the  servants  there  always  walks  in  a shaggy 
little  dog,  who  listens  with  deep  silence  and  the  most  solemn  gravity 
to  all  that  is  said,  and  then,  when  the  prayers  are  over,  goes  out  with 
his  friends.  I cannot  witness  that  silent  procedure  without  being  much 
moved  by  the  sight.  Ah,  my  fellow-creature,  this  is  something  in  which 
you  have  no  part.  Made  by  the  same  Hand,  breathing  the  same  air, 
sustained  like  us  by  food  and  drink,  you  are  witnessing  an  act  of  ours 
which  relates  to  interests  that  do  not  concern  you,  and  of  which  you  have 
no  idea. 

And  so  here  we  are,  old  horse,  you  standing  at  the  manger  and  I sit- 
ting upon  it,  the  mortal  and  the  immortal,  close  together,  your  nose  on 
my  knee,  yet  with  something  between  us  broader  than  the  broad  Atlantic. 
As  for  you,  if  you  suffer  here,  there  is  no  other  life  to  make  up  for  it; 
yet  it  would  be  well  if  many  of  those  who  are  your  betters  in  the  scale 
of  creation,  fulfilled  their  Creator’s  purposes  as  well  as  you.  a.  k.  h.  b. 


Does  death  appear  dark?  Sin  makes  it  dark.  Has  the  future  terror? 
Sin  makes  us  afraid.  In  Jesus  alone  is  light  and  peace.  Commit  your 
soul  in  faith  to  him,  and  you  will  be  able  to  say  with  Paul,  ^‘I  know 
whom  I have  believed.”  Your  life  of  faith  and  holy  obedience  being 
hid  with  Christ  in  God,  when  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  then 
shall  ye  also  appear  with  him  in  glory.” 


The  animosities  are  mortal,  but  the  humanities  live  for  ever. 
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Could  the  prevailing  type  of  human  character  and  condition  in  every 
age  of  the  world  be  personified  in  the  aspect,  dress,  and  surroundings 
of  a representative  man,  what  an  illustration  the  series  would  furnish  of 
the  gradual  elevation  of  fallen  man,  to  be  perfected  only  when  the  gospel 
has  done  its  work  in  all  the  earth.  Time  was  when  a savage,  half-naked, 
grasping  his  weapon  of  death,  and  watching  for  his  enemy  or  his  victim, 
would  have  been  a fair  impersonation  of  man.  That  time  has  passed. 
The  savage  is  now  unknown  in  large  sections  of  the  globe,  and  the  dark 
regions  where  he  still  is  found  are  penetrated  more  and  more  every  year 
by  the  light  of  Christian  civilization.  It  was  one  object  of  our  forefathers 
in  coming  to  this  country,  to  enlighten  the  heathen  who  then  held  it  in 
possession,  and  make  them  partakers  of  the  blessings  which  Christ  has 
furnished  in  the  gospel.  So  soon  as  they  could  learn  the  Indian  lan- 
guages, they  commenced  instructing  them  in  Bible  truth,  and  many  tro- 
phies for  Christ  have  been  won  from  that  perishing  race.  The  good 
work  ought  to  go  steadily  on.  The  Indian  tribes  are  a special  hereditary 
charge  of  the  United  States ; and  they  claim  the  gospel  at  our  hands,  in 
view  not  only  of  the  pious  designs  of  our  ancestors,  but  of  the  cruelty 
and  injustice  to  which  they  are  often  subject. 


The  Contrast. — ‘‘  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Cursed  be  the  man  that  trust- 
eth  in  man,  and  maketh  flesh  his  arm,  and  whose  heart  departeth  from  the 
Lord ; for  he  shall  be  like  the  heath  in  the  desert,  and  shall  not  see  when 
good  cometh ; but  shall  inhabit  the  parched  places  in  the  wilderness,  in 
a salt  land  and  not  inhabited.” 

“ Blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  the  Lord,  and  whose  hope  the  Lord 
is ; for  he  shall  be  as  a tree  planted  by  the  waters,  and  that  spreadeth 
out  her  roots  by  the  river,  and  shall  not  see  when  heat  cometh,  but  her 
leaf  shall  be  green;  and  shall  not  be  careful  in  the  year  of  drought, 
neither  shall  cease  from  yielding  fruit.” 


As  converting  work  doth  cease,  so  religion  doth  die  awa}%  though  more 
insensibly,  yet  more  irrecoverably. 
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SPIRITUAL  GROWTH. 

It  is  the  grain  of  mustard-seed  sprouting,  springing  up,  growing  in 
girth  and  altitude,  expanding  itself  into  a great  tree,  upon  whose  leafy 
branches  the  birds  of  heaven  may  come  down  and  rest  Hiemselves,  and 
sit  and  sing.  It  is  the  little  leaven  diffusing  its  subtle  but  irresistible 
energy,  extending  the  circle  of  its  influence,  permeating  the  whole  mass, 
leavening  the  whole  lump,  assimilating  every  constituent  particle  to 
itself.  These  are  the  symbols  of  Christian  growth. 

What  these  are  in  their  proper  relations  in  the  natural  w^orld,  that 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  in  the  hearts  of  men.  Planted  there  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  an  agency  secured  for  poor  guilty  and  dying  sinners  by  the  pre- 
cious blood  and  the  surrendered  life  cf  Him  who  hung  upon  the  tree,  its 
vitality  and  increase  are  guarded  and  fostered  by  the  same  power  to 
which  it  owed  its  beginning.  Its  central  object  is  Christ,  radiating  the 
life  of  purity  and  love,  as  the  sun  radiates  the  light.  The  manifestation 
and  exercise  of  that  life  is  the  outbreathing  of  the  soul  after  God  on  the 
one  hand,  and  a strenuous  conflict  with  the  powers  of  sin  on  the  other. 
Its  aspect  towards  holiness  and  God  is  loyalty  and  love.  Its  aspect  tow- 
ards sin  and  Satan  is  war  and  battle.  Its  march  is  onward.  Its  expan- 
sion is  conquest,  the  trophies  of  victory  wrested  by  the  Holy  Ghost  Lorn 
the  prince  of  darkness.  rrinceton  Review. 


Would  YOU  MAKE  Men  Trustworthy?  Trwsf  them.  Would  you  make 
them  true  ? Believe  them.  This  was  the  real  force  of  that  sublime  battle- 
cry,  which  no  Englishman  hears  without  emotion.  When  the  crews  of 
the  fleet  of  Britain  knew  that  they  were  expected  to  do  their  duty,  they 
did  their  duty.  They  felt  in  that  spirit-stirring  sentence  that  they  were 
trusted ; and  the  simultaneous  cheer  which  rose  from  every  ship  was  a 
forerunner  of  victory ; the  battle  was  already  half  won.  They  w’ent  to 
serve  a country  w^hich  expected  of  them  great  things ; and  they  did 
great  things. 

And  it  is  on  this  principle  that  Christ  wins  the  heart  of  his  redeemed. 
He  trusted  the  doubting  Thomas ; and  Thomas  arose  with  a faith  worthy 
of  “his  Lord  and  his  God.”  He  would  not  suffer  even  the  lie  of  Peter 
to  shake  his  conviction  that  Peter  might  love  him  yet;  and  Peter  an- 
swered to  that  sublime  forgiveness.  His  last  prayer  was  extenuation 
and  hope  for  the  race  who  had  rejected  him ; and  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  are  becoming  his  own. 

He  loved  us ; God  knows  why,  I do  not ; and  we,  all  unworthy  though 
we  be,  respond  faintly  to  that  love,  and  try  to  be  what  he  would  have 
us.  Robertson. 

‘‘So,”  as  used  in  the  passage,  “God  so  loved  the  world,”  etc.,  is  the 
most  omnipotent  monosyllable  in  the  English  language. 
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Rachel,  the  celebrated  French  tragic  actress,  was  the  daughter  of  a 
Jewish  peddler,  and  born  in  Switzerland  in  1820.  At  the  age  of  ten  she 
was  singing  and  begging  her  bread  in  tlie  streets  of  Paris,  when  a stran- 
ger discovered  beneath  her  rags  the  genius  which  afterwards  won  her 
fame  and  fortune.  lie  took  measures  to  secure  her  an  education  and 
training  suited  to  her  rare  gifts.  Tlie  girl  rewarded  her  benefactor  by 
the  most  assiduous  study.  Success  crowned  her  earliest  appearances  on 
the  French  stage,  and  she  was  speedily  acknowledged  “The  Queen  of 
Tragedy.”  Kings  and  lords  and  critics  did  her  homage,  and  wealth 
flooded  her  with  all  the  luxuries  and  elegances  of  life.  The  brilliant 
intellect,  however,  \vas  not  blended  with  the  virtues  and  graces  of  a true 
womanhood. 

In  the  height  of  her  popularity,  Rachel  visited  America,  and  appeared 
in  several  of  our  cities.  The  severity  of  our  winter  seriously  impaired 
her  health.  She  took  a cold  which  never  left  her.  The  mild  climate  of 
Cuba  failed  to  restore  her,  and  she  returned  to  France  to  die,  which  she 
did  in  January,  1858. 

It  was  a mournful  and  desolate  sick-bed.  Of  true  friends  she  had 
but  few.  Clinging  to  life  with  a desperate  hold,  she  begged,  even  in 
dying,  to  behold  the  splendid  jewels  which  had  been  the  trophies  of  her 
triumph.  “Why  part  with  these  so  soon?”  she  exclaimed  bitterly, 
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clutching  them  with  her  thin  hands.  Alas,  the  pearl  of  great  price  ” 
was  not  there,  which  can  alone  transmute  our  earthly  losses  into  eternal 
gains.  The  ornament  of  a meek  and  quiet  spirit  is,  in  the  sight  of  God, 
of  great  price.” 


A WORLD’S  CONVERSION. 

If  we  have  the  heart  of  Christ,  the  will  of  Christ,  we  shall  do  all  we 
can  for  the  salvation  of  a world.  That  was  his  work,  and  his  life  was 
given  to  it.  Did  you  never  think  how  he  has  made  it  the  burden  of  our 
prayers:  “Thy  kingdom  come  ; Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in 
heaven;”  not  in  my  heart  only,  not  among  kindred  and  neighborhood 
onl}^,  but  on  earth,  over  the  teeming  millions  of  lost  men.  And  when 
you  think  how  this  prayer  has  floated  from  the  lip  of  childhood  and  old 
age,  from  the  sanctuary,  the  family  altar,  and  the  closet,  these  eighteen 
hundred  years,  you  see  how  vital  the  subject  is.  It  is  the  unconscious 
breathing  of  Christianity,  as  well  as  its  conscious  work  to  be  done. 
When  Christ  left  the  world  it  was  the  burden  of  his  farewell — a world  to 
he  saved.  And  the  last  words  of  a friend  are  weighty  words.  Our  affec- 
tions and  toils  are  not  to  be  narrowed  by  streets  and  town  limits  and 
state  boundaries,  but  a world  demands  our  sympathies  and  efforts: 
“ every  creature  ” are  his  words. 


A Model  Reformer. — Wilberforce  was  the  very  model  of  a reformer, 
because  he  united  an  earnestness  which  never  flagged  with  a sweetness 
which  never  failed.  There  are  good  men  who  have  nothing  of  this  last 
trait.  Amid  the  best  intentions  there  is  sometimes,  in  the  benevolent 
projects  of  even  this  day,  a species  of  Jack  Cadeism,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
the  expression,  enlisted  in  the  service  of  reform.  It  seems  the  very 
opposite  of  the  character  of  Wilberforce,  nourishes  an  acridity  and  vio- 
lence of  temper  that  appears  to  delight  in  repelling,  and  seeks  to  enkin- 
dle feeling  by  wild  exaggeration  and  personal  denunciation;  raves  in 
behalf  of  good  with  the  very  spirit  of  evil,  and  where  it  cannot  convince 
assent,  would  extort  submission.  • Williams. 


The  Final  Verdict. — Chevalier  Bunsen,  the  scholar  and  the  states- 
man, said  at  the  close  of  his  long  and  brilliant  career  on  his  death-bed, 
“My  richest  experience  is  the  having  known  Jesus  Christ.  All  the  rest 
is  nothing.  We  live  eternal  life  in  proportion  as  we  live  in  God.  Christ 
is  the  Son  of  God,  and  we  ai^e  his  children  only  when  the  spirit  of  love 
which  was  in  Christ  is  in  us.” 


A WORLDLY  orthodoxy  in  Protestantism  will  never  avail  to  subdue  a 
devout  superstition  in  Romanism,  because  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  Beel- 
zebub to  cast  out  Beelzebub,  as  our  Saviour  hath  told  us. 
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BEAVERS  BUILDING  A DAM. 

The  beaver,  like  the  Indian,  has  almost  disapi)eared  from  the  states, 
but  large  towns  of  them  are  still  found  by  hunters  in  the  vast  wilds  of 
the  Canadian  forests.  When  a party  go  out  to  form  a new  settlement,  a 
good  i^^a^er-privilege  is  the  first  consideration  to  a beaver’s  mind ; there- 
fore they  pitch  upon  a site  by  a pond  or  a stream,  which  can  be  dammed 
up  to  make  one. 

If  it  be  a stream,  the  next  business  is  to  build  the  dam ; and  no  body 
of  practical  mechanics  seem  to  go  to  work  with  more  intelligence, 
skill,  and  industry.  Their  building  materials  are  wood  and  earth ; their 
tools  are  their  tails  and  their  teeth.  First  they  pick  out  a tree,  which 
they  cut  down,  so  that  it  falls  across  the  stream.  While  some  are  gnaw- 
ing at  this  job,  others  are  up  the  stream  at  w^ork  getting  stakes  from 
smaller  trees ; another  gang  is  dragging  them  to  the  water  to  float  them ; 
others  are  driving  the  stakes  down,  and  others  fastening  their  upper  ends 
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with  withes ; while  the  masons  stand  ready  to  plaster  up  the  openings. 
Whether  it  shall  be  a slanting  dam,  or  straight,  or  criss-cross,  depends 
upon  the  site,  which  they  always  have  sagacity  to  determine.  The  side 
against  the  current  is  made  slanting,  the  other  upright,  consequently  the 
bottom  is  wider  than  the  top.  Sometimes  they  have  been  found  twelve 
feet  wide,  two  or  three  at  the  top,  and  a hundred  feet  long.  To  guard 
against  freshets,  sluices  are  made  to  let  the  surplus  water  off. 

The  public  welfare  is  first  provided  for.  They  are  firm  believers  in 
union,  and  that  union  is  strength ; and  I have  no  doubt  their  town-meet- 
ings are  models  of  good  order. 

When  the  public  work  is  done,  home  matters  come  up,  and  beaver 
families  pair  off  to  build  their  cabins.  These  are  built  on  piles  sunk  in 
the  water,  two  or  three  stories  high,  oval  at  the  top  like  a bee-hive, 
rough  outside  and  rain-proof,  but  smooth  and  snug  within.  Each  cabin 
has  two  doors,  one  on  the  land,  the  other  to  the  water  ; for  you  know  they 
are  amphibious  animals,  living  in  both  land  and  water.  Beavers  stick  to 
peace  principles  even  when  the  public  welfare  is  threatened ; for  if  an 
enemy  heaves  in  sight,  the  beaver  who  perceives  it  sounds  the  alarm  by 
striking  his  tail  on  the  water,  and  the  whole  community  disappear  under 
the  water  in  a trice.  Discretion,  they  think,  is  the  better  part  of  valor. 

In  September,  they  store  in  bark  and  twigs  for  winter  supply,  and 
spend  the  winter  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  home ; nor  do  thieves,  or  bur- 
glars, or  rowdies  ever  disgrace  the  beaver  name.  A fine  beaver  may 
sometimes  cover  a bad  head  among  men  ; but  in  its  native  wilds  we  may 
be  sure  it  never  tries  to  keep  up  appearances,  or  hide  bad  principles 
under  its  hat. 

The  young  are  born  towards  spring,  and  as  soon  as  the  spring  opens, 
the  fathers  go  off  in  quest  of  fresh  food,  while  the  mothers  stay  at  home, 
caring  most  tenderly  for  their  little  ones.  Sometimes  a household  con- 
sists of  grandparents,  parents,  and  a goodly  number  of  grandchildren. 

They  are  not  only  excellent  citizens,  but  the  virtues  which  make  them 
good  citizens  make  them  good  parents,  good  husbands  and  wives,  and 
good  children — forethought,  peaceableness,  industry,  frugality,  and  affec- 
tion. 


Restraint  upon  appetite,  discerning  and  discriminating  judgment, 
strict  economy,  system  in  minute  details,  uncompromising  integrity — 
these  are  not  fashionable  accomplishments,  we  know,  or  favorite  virtues 
in  this  day,  but  they  are  none  the  less  pillars  of  strength  to  every  man 
who  builds  upon  them. 

‘‘  This  one  thing  I must  testify,”  says  Dr.  Alexander,  “ that  I never 
knew  the  most  pungent  convictions  of  sin  to  terminate  in  insanity ; and 
as  to  the  affections  of  love  to  God  and  the  lively  hope  of  everlasting  life 
producing  insanity,  it  is  too  absurd  for  any  one  to  believe  it.” 
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THE  PENITENT  SAILOR. 

On  board  a ship  returning  to  England,  a wicked  sailor,  with  whom  the 
men  had  refused  to  associate,  was  seized  with  a fever,  and  lay  danger- 
ously ill.  His  bodily  wants  were  neglected,  and  no  one  cared  for  his 
soul.  No  one  showed  him  any  kindness  except  a cabin-boy,  nicknamed 
by  the  sailors  “ Pious  Jack,’'  whom  he  had  often  abused,  and  a negress 
from  the  Wes^  Indies,  who  was  bringing  over  a little  Creole  to  its  rela- 
tives in  England.  This  woman,  called  Cleo,  nursed  him  with  the  greatest 
care,  while  Jack  watched  his  opportunity  to  read  to  him  from  the  word 
of  God.  Cleo  used  to  sit  with  devout  attention  listening  to  every  word 
that  fell  from  his  lips — sometimes  the  Scriptures,  and  sometimes  his  sim- 
ple commentaries  on  what  it  meant.  Very  precious  did  it  become  to 
her,  disclosing  Christ,  the  poor  man’s  Friend,  the  sinner’s  Saviour.  The 
sailor  was  soon  seen  engaged  in  prayer;  by  degrees  he  began  to  talk 
less  of  i\\Q  justice  of  God,  which  at  first  had  filled  him  with  inconceivable 
alarm,  and  more  of  his  love.  At  length  he  could  say,  with  the  triumph 
of  one  deeply  conscious  to  whom  the  glory  was  due,  “I  am  a conqueror, 
through  Him  that  loved  me  and  gave  himself  for  me.  Oh  that  wonder- 
ful love!” 


The  first  teachers  said  nothing  about  Christianity ; and  for  an  abstract 
Christianity,  it  is  doubtful  if  they  would  ever  have  faced  martyrdom. 
But  “Christ  crucified”  and  the  “resurrection”  they  could  preach  in  jails 
and  synagogues,  turn  the  world  upside  down  for,  and  die  for,  counting  it 
all  joy. 
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GOD  NOT  IN  HASTE. 

Providence  makes  no  short  cuts,  and  by  the  whole  course  of  history 
has  taught  us  that,  if  we  attempt  them,  failure  and  disappointment  must 
be  the  inevitable  issue.  “Patient,  because  eternal;”  acting  by  grand 
and  immutable  laws,  which  it  is  the  province  of  science  to  discover,  and 
the  part  of  wisdom  to  obey;  silent,  steady,  and  unswerving;  “without 
haste,  but  without  rest ;”  the  great  Ruler  of  humanity  leads  us  onwards 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  our  destiny,  in  a progress  which  we 
cannot  quicken,  but  may  retard,  by  endeavoring  to  withdraw  ourselves 
from  his  ordinances  or  to  accelerate  his  march.  Greg. 


When  Carlyle  scornfully  asked,  “'What  has  America  ever  done?” 
“ She  has  produced  a deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  girl,  who  has  earned  corn  to 

send  to  your  starving  countrymen,” 
was  the  rejoinder. 

Whether  Laura  Bridgman,  thus 
unexpectedly  pitted  against  the  phi- 
losopher, made  a favorable  impres- 
sion in  behalf  of  her  countrymen, 
we  do  not  know ; but  certain  it  is, 
Laura  is  quite  a marvel  in  her  way, 
belonging  to  any  age  or  country. 
Deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  from  birth, 
what  could  she  ever  know  even  of 
the  outward  world  into  which  she 
was  born,  except  a few  letters  of 
its  alphabet  from  touch,  taste,  and 
smell?  Laura  does,  however,  know  far  more.  Patient  and  skilful  labor 
has  established  communications  between  her  imprisoned  mind  and  its 
teachers,  and  she  has  gained  a surprising  knowledge,  not  only  of  some 
of  the  physical  sciences,  but  of  moral  and  religious  truth.  Her  senses 
ai;e  exquisitely  keen.  She  knows  all  her  associates  in  the  asylum  by 
touch  and  smell,  and  can  select  her  garments  and  theirs  when  fresh  from 
the  wash.  The  presence  of  a stranger  she  instantly  detects,  and  makes 
his  acquaintance  by  passing  her  hand  over  his  face  and  clothing ; and 
seldom  does  she  forget.  In  arithmetic  she  solves  questions  that  often 
puzzle  pupils  in  their  full  senses.  Her  books  are  those  prepared  for  the 
blind,  with  raised  letters,  and  she  reads  them  with  the  tips  of  her  fingers. 

Laura  is  useful  and  happy — a beautiful  instance  of  the  growth  of 
mind  and  character  under  the  greatest  natural  obstacles. 


It  is  said  there  are  seventy  thousand  persons  in  the  city  of  London 
who  rise  every  morning  without  the  slightest  knowledge  where  they 
shall  lay  their  heads  at  night. 
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The  robin-redbreast  is  a favorite  bird  in  England,  and  birds  of  the 
same  class  and  habits  are  found  in  our  own  land,  and  are  loved  and  pro- 
tected by  all.  In  the  winter,  when  the  berries  are  gone,  and  the  insects 
dead,  and  the  worms  out  of  reach,  poor  robin  comes  to  man  for  food  and 
shelter.  It  is  very  amusing  to  see  the  half-trusting,  half-fearful  look 
with  which  he  hops  to  the  window-sill  for  the  first  time,  leaving  pretty 
marks  of  his  feet  in  the  snow,  peeping  through  the  pane  with  his  dark 
bright  eye,  and  asking  as  well  as  he  can  for  food.  After  a while  he  be- 
comes more  bold,  and  taps  at  the  window  if  the  expected  crumbs  are 
not  thrown  out.  Then  he  ventures  into  the  room,  hops  about  on  the 
table,  and  claims  as  his  right  what  was  first  a mere  favor ; he  will  not 
allow  any  other  bird  to  come  poaching  on  his  manor.  If  you  leave  a 
shovel  standing  in  the  snow,  he  sometimes  mounts  the  handle,  and  sings 
away  as  though  all  seasons  were  alike  to  him.  Nor  does  the  robin-red- 
breast ungratefully  fly  away  from  the  abode  of  man  in  summer ; for  it  is 
never  far  off  or  out  of  sight,  unless  when  building  its  nest  or  rearing  its 
young.  And  then  what  havoc  it  makes  among  the  insects  and  grubs ! 
Farmers  should  never  kill  a little  bird. 


EVERY  CHRISTIAN  A MISSIONARY. 

Under  the  law  of  discipleship,  the  Christian  is  not  only  bound  to 
carry  the  light  of  Christianity  wherever  he  goes,  but  he  is  bound  to  go 
wherever  he  can  carry  the  light  of  Christianity  to  the  best  advantage. 
In  laying  out  his  plans  for  life,  in  choosing  his  occupation  and  residence, 
every  Christian  should  ask  himself.  Where  can  I do  the  most  in  my  life- 
time for  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  salvation  of  a world?  If  the  answer 
to  that  question  should  lead  him  to  Minnesota,  California,  Oregon,  or  to 
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Africa,  to  India,  to  Japan,  he  need  not  wait  to  qualify  himself  as  a mis- 
sionary in  the  technical  sense.  He  need  not  seek  the  sanction  of  any 
board  or  church  whatever.  Let  him  go  as  a mechanic,  a-merchant,  as  a 
physician ; in  whatever  calling  he  would  remain  at  home.  Let  him  go 
on  his  own  responsibility  as  a disciple  of  Christ,  or  with  the  help  of 
friends  who  may  privately  assist  him.  Let  him  go  to  support  himself 
by  honest  labor,  and  to  let  his  light  shine  by  good  works.  His  commis- 
sion is  given  in  the  fact  that  he  is  a Christian ; his  authority  comes  from 
Christ  himself.  Why  should  not  scores  of  young  men  now  go  to  Japan 
as  citizens,  as  merchants,  as  manufacturers,  as  physicians,  there  to  set 
the  example  of  a Christian  life,  and  to  diffuse  the  light  of  Christian 
knowledge,  without  asking  the  sanction  of  any  ecclesiastical  or  mission- 
ary organization  ? and  that  because  a real,  living  Christian  is  the  true 
source  of  power.  New  Englander. 


THE  SABBATH  REST. 

Macaulay  says  of  Sabbath  rest,  “ While  industry  is  suspended,  while 
the  plough  rests  in  the  furrow,  while  the  Exchange  is  silent,  while  no 
smoke  ascends  from  the  factory,  a process  is  going  on  quite  as  important 
to  the  wealth  of  nations  as  any  that  is  performed  on  busier  days.  Man, 
the  machine  of  machines,  compared  with  which  all  the  contrivances  of 
the  Watts  and  Arkwrights  are  worthless,  is  repairing  and  winding  up; 
so  that  he  returns  to  his  labor  on  Monday  with  clearer  intellect,  with 
livelier  spirits,  with  renewed  bodily  vigor.”  This  money-making  view 
of  Sabbath-keeping  ought  not  to  be  lost  in  our  “ close  calculations.”  It 
should  have  its  true  place  in  our  thrifty  economies.  The  law  of  Sab- 
bath rest  covers  ground  which  shows  it  to  have  been  made  by  the  most 
sagacious  of  Legislators. 

“ There  may  be  a cloud  without  a rainbow,  but  there  cannot  be  a 
rainbow  without  a cloud.” 

My  soul  were  dark, 

But  for  the  golden  light  and  rainbow  hue 
That,  sweeping  heaven  with  their  triumphal  arc, 

Break  on  the  view. 

Enough  to  feel. 

That  God  indeed  is  good ; enough  to  know. 

Without  the  gloomy  clouds  he  could  reveal 
No  beauteous  bow. 


Contentment. — Growth  is,  in  fact,  the  great  law  of  contentment.  The 
soul  must  feel  itself  satisfying  its  immortal  wants,  answering  the  con- 
ditions of  its  higher  life,  and  filling  the  ever-widening  sphere  of  its  activ- 
ities. It  can  only  feel  at  home  on  the  way  by  making  progress  on  its 
way  home. 
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THE  CAPTAIN’S  WIFE. 

A pious  woman,  laid  aside  by  infirmity,  brooded  over  her  past  life, 
and  saw  nothing  but  unfruitfulness.  A sense  of  short-coming  and  ill- 
desert  settled  like  a cloud  upon  her  soul.  The  persuasions  of  friends 
and  the  promises  of  God  alike  failed  to  dispel  it.  “Unprofitable  ser- 
vant ” seemed  written  on  all  the  past. 

One  day  her  husband  entered  her  chamber.  “ Wife,”  he  said  cheer- 
fully, “I  Ve  got  something  that  will  make  you  cry  now,  but  it  will  be  a 
good  cry,”  at  the  same  moment  handing  l^er  a letter.  She  took  and  read 
it ; a flush  of  surprise  and  joy  mantled  her  cheek,  and  the  tears  brimmed 
her  eyes  ; but  they  were  tears  of  gratitude. 

Her  husband  had  been  a shipmaster,  and  in  their  early  days  she  was 
often  the  companion  of  his  voyages.  Twenty  years  before,  a bright, 
unsophisticated  boy  from  the  country  was  among  their  crew.  The  cap- 
tain’s wife,  whose  influence  blessed  the  forecastle  as  well  as  the  cabin, 
watched  over  the  young  sailor  with  almost  a mother’s  care.  She  talked 
to  him  of  home,  supplied  him  with  books  to  read,  faithfully  warned  him 
of  the  temptations  and  dangers  of  foreign  ports,  and  mingled  in  all  her 
talk  the  gentle  persuasions  of  Christian  love.  The  voyage  over,  the 
youth  left  the  ship.  She  took  his  hand  at  parting,  again  feelingly  repeat- 
ed her  wise  and  afiectionate  counsel,  and  he  went  on  his  way.  Time 
passed  on,  and  soon  he  was  out  of  sight. 

Years  went  by,  and  the  young  sailor  became  a distinguished  Christian 
shipmaster.  Amid  all  the  press  of  his  business,  and  the  whirl  of  a life 
of  unwonted  activity,  what  memory  of  his  struggling  boyhood  oftenest 
presented  itself?  What  experience  of  the  past  did  he  most  love  to  dwell 
upon  and  rehearse  to  a circle  of  listening  friends  ? What  light  shone 
steadiest  in  his  moral  sky?  It  was  the  pious  counsel  and  tender  concern 
of  this  Christian  woman.  And  now,  one  night  alone  in  his  cabin,  without 
knowing  where  she  lived,  if  living  at  all,  he  was  constrained  to  sit  down, 
and  out  of  a full  heart  express  his  gratitude  for  her  faithful  and  friendly 
care  over  the  young  sailor-boy  of  twenty  years  before.  On  arriving  at 
New  York,  he  took  measures  to  ascertain  where  the  old  captain  had 
finally  moored  his  bark,  and  dispatched  the  letter.  Neither  could  dis- 
tinctly recall  him  to  mind.  Indeed,  he  was  probably  only  one  among  the 
many  whom  the  good  woman  had  sought  to  steer  into  the  sure  currents 
of  eternal  life.  Now  weather-bound  and  in  the  fog,  the  great  Master 
graciously  directed  this  ray  through  the  rift,  to  give  her  a clear  obser- 
vation of  that  most  precious  promise,  “ He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth, 
bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bring- 
ing his  sheaves  with  him.”  k. 


Wealth,  as  a power,  is  a tremendous  power;  as  a means,  it  is  a tre- 
mendous means ; as  an  end,  it  is  good  for  nothing. 
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CHARITY. 

There  are  some  ways  in  this  matter  of  charity  which  proceed,  I think, 
upon  false  principles  and  feelings — charity  dinners,  charity  balls,  charity 
bazaars,  and  so  forth  ; devices — not  even  once  blessed — for  getting  rid  of 
distress  without  calling  out  any  compassionate  feeling  in  those  who  give, 
or  any  grateful  feeling  in  those  who  receive.  God  sends  misery  and 
misfortune  into  the  world  for  a purpose : they  are  to  be  a discipline  for 
his  creatures  who  endure,  and  also  for  his  creatures  who  behold  them. 
In  those  they  are  to  give  occasion  for  patience,  resignation,  the  spiritual 
hopes  and  aspirations  which  spring  from  pain  when  there  comes  no 
earthly  relief,  or  the  love  and  gratitude  which  earthly  ministrations  of 
relief  are  powerful  to  promote.  In  these  they  are  to  give  occasions  for 
pity,  self-sacrifice,  and  devout  and  dutiful  thought,  subduing,  for  the 
moment  at  least,  the  light,  vain,  and  pleasure-loving  motions  of  our 
nature.  If  distress  be  sent  into  the  world  for  these  ends,  it  is  not  well 
that  it  should  be  shuffled  out  of  the  world  without  any  of  thes^  ends 
being  accomplished;  and  still  less,  that  it  should  be  made  the  occasion 
of  furthering  ends  in  some  measure  opposite  to  these  ; that  it  should  be 
danced  away  in  a ball,  or  feasted  away  in  a dinner,  or  dissipated  at  a 
bazaar.  Better  were  it,  to  my  mind,  that  misery  should  run  its  course 
with  nothing  but  the  mercy  of  God  to  stay  it,  than  that  we  should  thus 
corrupt  our  charities.  Taylor. 

Growing  Old. — In  the  thought  that  growing  old  implies  at  last  a 
decay,  both  mental  and  bodily,  there  is  comfort  in  remembering  that  as 
regards  the  best  and  noblest  of  all  characteristics,  the  old  may  be  advanc- 
ing to  the  last.  In  all  those  beautiful  qualities  which  most  attract  the 
love  and  reverence  of  those  around,  and  which  fit  for  purer  and  happier 
company  than  can  be  found  in  this  world,  the  aged  may  be  growing 
still.  In  the  last  days  indeed  it  may  be  ripening  rather  than  growing — 
mellowing,  not  expanding ; but  to  do  that,  is  to  “ grow  in  grace.”  Doubt- 
less the  yellow  harvest-field  in  September  is  an  advance  upon  the  fresh 
green  blades  of  June.  You  may  like  better  to  look  on  wheat  that  is 
advancing  towards  ripe.ness  ; but  the  wheat  that  has  reached  ripeness  is 
not  a falling  off*.  The  stalks  will  not  bend  now  without  breaking ; you 
rub  the  heads,  and  the  yellow  chaff*  that  wraps  the  grain  crumbles  off*  in 
dust.  But  it  is  beyond  question  that  there  you  see  wheat  that  is  best. 


No  wisdom  availeth,  if  God  cease  to  guide. 

No  courage  helpeth,  if  God  leave  off  to  defend. 

No  chastity  is  secure,  if  God  do  not  protect  it. 

No  custody  of  our  own  availeth,  if  His  sacred  watchfulness  be  not 
present  with  us. 


Use  temporal  things,  and  desire  eternal. 
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ONE  BY  ONE. 

One  by  one  the  sands  are  flowing, 

One  by  one  the  moments  fall : 

Some  are  coming,  some  are  going ; 

Do  not  strive  to  grasp  them  all. 

One  by  one  thy  duties  wait  thee  ; 

Let  thy  whole  strength  go  to  each  ; 
Let  no  future  dreams  elate  thee ; 

Learn  thou  first  what  these  can  teach. 

One  by  one — bright  gifts  from  heaven — 
Joys  are  sent  thee  here  below  ; 

Take  them  readil)^  when  given, 

Ready  too  to  let  them  go. 

One  by  one  thy  griefs  shall  meet  thee  ; 

Do  not  fear  an  armed  band  ; 

One  will  fade  as  others  greet  thee — 
Shadows  passing  through  the  land. 

Do  not  look  at  life’s  long  sorrow  ; 

See  how  small  each  moment’s  pain ; 
God  will  help  thee  for  to-morrow ; 

Every  day  begin  again. 

Every  hour  that  flits  so  slowly 
Has  its  task  to  do  or  bear ; 

Luminous  the  crown,  and  holy. 

If  thou  set  each  gem  with  care. 

Do  not  linger  with  regretting. 

Or  for  passing  hours  despond  ; 

Nor  the  daily  toil  forgetting. 

Look  too  eagerly  beyond. 

Hours  are  golden  links,  God’s  token. 
Reaching  heaven  ; but  one  by  one 
Take  them,  lest  the  chain  be  broken 
Ere  thy  pilgrimage  be  done. 


THE  MADE-UP  QUARREL. 

Two  men,  members  of  the  same  church,  quarrelled  about  their  min- 
ister: one  thought  he  ought  to  go,  tli,e  other  advised  him  to  sta}^ ; ai.d 
though  most  of  the  parish  took  part  in  these  differences  of  opinion,  the 
tongues  of  these  two  men  perhaps  were  sharpest.  The  minister  left; 
but  his  going  did  not  heal  the  breach.  The  two  farmers  never  spoke  to 
each  other.  In  the  highway  they  were  strangers ; in  the  sanctuary,  at 
the  prayer-meeting,  round  the  table  of  the  Lord,  they  were  strangers 
still ; nor  could  friends  effect  a reconciliation.  Some  time  after,  a politi- 
cal convention  was  held  at  the  capital.  These  two  with  others  were 
appointed  delegates.  They  went,  and  were  sent  to  partake  of  the  hospi- 
talities of  the  same  house.  They  sat  at  the  same  table,  strangers  still. 
At  night  they  were  directed  to  the  same  chamber,  and  met  to  occupy  the 
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same  bed.  They  were  Christian  men,  and  were  in  the  habit  of  both  fam- 
ily and  closet  prayer.  Could  they  kneel  down  and  pray,  strangers  yet? 
Could  the  unforgiving  spirit  crave  forgiveness  ? And  would  the  Father 
of  mercy  grant  petitions  offered  so  ? Had  not  their  Lord  plainly  said  to 
each  of  them,  “ If  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there  remember- 
est  that  thy  brother  has  aught  against  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before 
the  altar,  and  go  thy  way ; first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then 
come  and  offer  thy  gift?”  Each  felt  the  searching  language.  It  seemed 
to  confront  them  like  letters  of  fire.  They  looked  each  other  in  the  face, 
drew  near,  hand  clasped  hand,  tears  of  penitence  were  on  their  sunburnt 
cheeks,  and  words  of  forgiveness  on  their  lips.  Side  by  side  they  knelt 
and  prayed,  and  their  hearts  flow^ed  out  in  contrition  and  love.  They 
arose,  brothers  in  Christ,  strangers  never  more. 

The  church,  a few  weeks  later,  heard  their  penitent  confessions,  and 
witnessed  henceforth  their  Christian  fellowship.  Grace  may  sometimes 
smoulder  in  the  heart ; but  if  it  is  really  there,  it  will  kindle  and  flame, 
and  show  itself  a spark  of  that  true  Life  which  is  the  ^Gight  of  the 
world.”  K. 


Oh,  what  a load  of  struggle  and  distress 
Falls  off  before  the  cross  ! The  feverish  care  ; 

The  wish  that  we  were  other  than  we  are  ; 

The  sick  regrets ; the  yearnings  numberless ; 

The  thought,  “ this  might  have  been,”  so  apt  to  press 
On  the  reluctant  soul ; even  past  despair. 

Past  sin  itself — all,  all  is  turned  to  fair, 

Aye,  to  a scheme  of  ordered  happiness. 

So  soon  as  we  love  God,  or  rather,  know 

That  God  loves  us ! . . . . accepting  the  great  pledge 

Of  his  concern  for  all  our  wants  and  woe. 

We  cease  to  tremble  upon  danger’s  edge  ; 

While  varying  troubles  form  and  burst  anew. 

Safe  in  a Father’s  arms,  we  smile  as  infants  do.  Townshend. 


Ten  ways  to  commit  Suicide. — Wearing  thin  shoes  and  stockings  and 
insufficient  clothing  in  rainy  w’^eather.  Leading  a lazy,  excited,  theatre- 
going, dancing  life.  Sleeping  on  feathers  in  a close  room.  Eating  hot 
stimulating  food  too  fast  and  at  improper  times.  Beginning  with  tea 
and  coffee  in  childhood,  and  ending  in  tobacco  and  liquors.  Marrying  in 
haste,  and  living  in  continual  ferment  afterwards.  Following  unhealthy 
occupations  to  make  money.  Taking  bitters  and  confectionery.  Giving 
way  to  passion,  or  keeping  in  a perpetual  worry.  Going  to  bed  at  mid- 
night, getting  up  at  noon,  and  eating  when  you  please. 


Remember,  if  religion  has  nothing  to  do  with  your  temper,  it  has  done 
little  for  your  soul.  See  then  that  your  temper  be  always  kind,  cheerful, 
affectionate,  meek,  and  merciful.  Rom.  13  10;  Jas.  l:26j  1 Pet.  3:8-11- 
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MORNING. 

True  Sun,  upon  our  souls  arise, 

Shining  in  beauty  evermore  ; 

And  through  each  sense  the  quickening  beam 
Of  the  eternal  Spirit  pour. 

Thee  too,  0 Father,  we  entreat. 

Father  of  might  and  grace  divine ! 

Father  of  glorious  majesty. 

Thy  pitying  eye  on  us  incline. 

Confirm  us  in  each  good  resolve  ; 

The  tempter’s  envious  rage  subdue ; 

Turn  each  misfortune  to  our  good  ; 

Direct  us  right  in  all  we  do. 

Rule  thou  our  inmost  thoughts ; let  no 
Impurity  our  hearts  defile  ; 

G rant  us  a true  and  fervent  fiiith  ; 

Grant  us  a spirit  free  from  guile. 

May  Christ  himself  be  our  true  food. 

And  faith  our  daily  cup  supply  ; 

While  from  the  Spirit’s  tranquil  depth 
We  drink  unfailing  draughts  of  joy. 

Still  ever  with  the  peep  of  morn 
May  saintly  modesty  attend  ; 

Faith  sanctify  the  mid-day  hours ; 

Upon  the  soul  no  night  descend. 

Fast  breaks  the  dawn.  Each  whole  in  each. 

Come,  Father  blest ! come.  Son  most  high ! 

Shine  in  our  souls,  anxl  be  to  them 
The  dawn  of  immortality  ! 


THE  HOUSE  OF  POVERTY. 

Should  you  like  to  visit  “ the  House  of  Poverty,”  a London  charity 
too  humble  for  fame,  yet  none  the  less  beneficent  in  its  simple  aims.  Its 
object  is  to  afford  nightly  shelter  to  the  houseless  during  rough  weather, 
and  food  enough  to  sustain  the  commonest  wants  of  nature.  No  ticket 
or  passport  is  necessary  to  gain*  admittance  but  want,  pressing  want. 
Slipping  over  greasy  pavements,  and  struggling  through  a vast  amount 
of  squalid  life,  you  come  to  a forlorn  thoroughfare.  Playhouse-yard, 
where  you  are  not  long  finding  the  Refuge,  by  the  light  of  a lamp  cov- 
ered with  a wire  screen,  and  the  name  of  the  asylum  painted  on  it.  A 
crowd  of  cowering  creatures,  men,  women,  and  children,  stand  at  the 
door  patiently  waiting  for  their  turn  to  enter. 

You  first  go  to  the  office,  where  there  are  huge  baskets  filled  with 
yneces  of  bread,  and  where  an  official  sits  at  a desk  recording  in  a ledger 
the  applicants  for  admission.  They  come  one  by  one  as  they  are  sum- 
moned from  the  circle  outside.  Now  it  was  a young  sailor-boy;  now  a 
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travel-worn  laborer  from  the  country ; now  a wan  mechanic ; now  a 
v/eary,  ragged  woman  with  a troop  of  children  r now,  most  pitiable  of 
all,  a woe-begone  needle-woman,  young,  but  a hundred  years  old  in 
misery,  absolutely  seamed  and  scarred  by  famine. 

The  answers  were  about  the  same:  come  from  the  country  to  get 
work ; or,  London  born,  and  could  not  get  work  ; no  money,  nothing  to 
eat,  and  nowhere  to  go : all  said  with  no  ejaculations  or  complaints,  but 
wearily,  briefly,  reluctantly.  Poor  creatures,  what  else  had  they  to  tell? 
The  clerk  took  down  each  name,  age,  and  birthplace,  business,  cause  of 
coming  there,  and  where  he  slept  the^night  before.  The  ledger  was 
divided  into  columns  for  this  purpose.  To  the  causes  of  coming  there, 
there  was  one  unvarying  answer, Destitution.”  In  the  Where  slept 
previous  night?”  “In  the  streets,”  “in  the  streets,”  occurs  with  almost 
sickening  frequency.  The  shelter  is  limited  to  three  nights  to  London- 
ers, and  seven  to  country  people.  Exceptions  are  made,  however,  in 
special  cases.  Eight  ounces  of  bread  are  given  on  entrance,  and  as  much 
the  next  morning. 

Let  us  look  at  the  dormitories,  the  men’s  first.  Passing  a range  of 
lavoratories,  where  each  inmate  is  required  to  wash  his  face,  neck,  and 
arms,  hot  water  being  provided  for  the  purpose,  we  mount  a wooden 
staircase,  and  come  into  a range  of  long,  lofty,  barn-like  looking  rooms, 
divided  into  sections  by  wooden  pillars.  An  immense  stove  stands  in 
the  centre,  fenced  with  stakes.  Ranged  on  either  side  were  long  rows 
of  bed-places,  trough-like,  grave-like,  each  holding  a sleeper.  In  the 
earlier  days  of  the  society  they  slept  on  straw  ; but  how  they  have  hay- 
stuffed  mattresses,  covered  with  water-proofing,  and  instead  of  woolen 
blankets,  which  harbor  vermin,  large  coverlids  of  Basil  leather,  warm 
and  substantial.  Thus,  with  the  ration  of  bread  and  the  genial  warmth, 
the  objects  sought  for  are  attained. 

It  is  not  a hotel  that  is  required.  The  refuge  competes  with  no  lodg- 
ing-house, no  thieves’  kitchen,  no  tramp’s  boozing  cellar ; but  it  is  a 
place  for  a dire  bodily  necessity  to  be  administered  to  by  the  simplest 
requisites — a roof  to  shelter,  a bed  to  lie  on,  a fire  to  warm,  a crust  to 
eat ; and  these  are  offered  to  those  who  literally  have  nothing.  The  beds 
are  rapidly  filling.  Many  of  the  tired-out  wayfarers  have  sunk  into  sleep, 
others  are  mending  their  poor  rags.  Many  lie  awake,  but  perfectly  mute 
and  still,  with  eyes  frigid,  brooding,  hopeless.  The  surgeon  is  at  a desk 
by  the  fire.  He  had  just  been  called  to  a bad  case,  wdiich  is,  alas,  a too 
common  case.  The  poor  creature  was  ill — dying,  not  with  cholera,  or 
fever,  or  dysentery,  but  starvation ; drunk  with  hunger,  surfeited  with 
cold,  faint  with  fatigue.  The  medicine  needful  was  a little  brandy  and 
gruel,  some  warmth,  a supper,  and  a bed.  But  these  often  come  too  late. 

Are  the  inmates  ever  disorderly  or  refractory?  Oh  no;  they  are  too 
weary.  They  seldom  make  friends  with  each  other.  They  come,  eat, 
are  warmed,  and  go  away  the  next  morning  alone.  There  is  a depth  of 
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misery  too  great  for  companionship.  The  house  is  open  after  five  in  the 
evening,  and  a porter  is  on  duty  all  night  to  admit  urgent  cases.  The 
fire  and  gas  are  kept  burning,  and  a male  and  female  superintendent  sit 
up  in  case  of  need.  . The  women’s  wards  present  the  same  general  fea- 
tures ; and  what  strikes  you  painfully  in  both  is  the  mournful,  weary, 
wakeful  silence  pervading  everywhere.  Those  who  come  in  on  Saturday 
can  remain  over  the  Sabbath,  when  they  have  an  extra  ration  of  bread, 
three  ounces  of  cheese, nnd  divine  service  morning  and  afternoon.  There 
are  many  Sabbaths  kept  in  London,  but  perhaps  few  Sabbaths  can  equal 
this  in  wretched  Playhouse-yard,  as  a Sabbath  of  rest  and  mercy. 

The  average  number  admitted  nightly  into  this  asylum  is  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  sometimes  six  hundred ; and  this  is  done  at  a yearly 
expense  of  less  than  five  thousand  dollars.  c. 

HOLD  ON— HOLD  IN  — HOLD  OUT. 

Hold  on,  my  heart,  in  thy  believing  ; 

The  steadfast  only  win  the  crown. 

He  who,  when  stormy  waves  are  heaving, 

Parts  with  his  anchor,  shall  go  down ; 

But  he  whom  Jesus  holds  through  all, 

Shall  stand,  though  heaven  and  earth  should  fall. 

Hold  in  thy  murmurs,  heaven  arraigning ! 

The  patient  see  God’s  loving  face. 

Who  bear  their  burdens  uncomplaining, 

’Tis  they  that  win  the  Father’s  grace. 

He  wounds  himself  who  braves  the  rod, 

And  sets  himself  to  fight  with  God. 

Hold  out.  Iherc  comes  an  end  to  sorrow ; 

Hope  from  the  dust  shall  conquering  rise  ; 

The  storm  foretells  a summer  morrow  ; 

The  cross  points  on  to  Paradise. 

The  Father  reigneth  ; cease  all  doubt ; 

Plold  on,  my  heart,  hold  in,  hold  out. 


HOW  TO  TREAT  THE  SKELETONS  IN  OUR  CLOSETS. 

People  often  have  tangles  in  their  life  and  affairs  that  cannot  be 
unravelled,  and  must  be  left  alone — sorrowful  things,  which  they  think 
cannot  be  helped.  But  it  is  inexpedient  to  view  them  so;  it  ought  to  be 
resisted  as  far  as  it  possibly  can.  The  very  w^orst  thing  you  can  do  with 
a skeleton  is  to  lock  the  closet  door  upon  it,  and  try  to  think  no  more  of 
it.  No,  open  the  door;  let  in  air  and  light;  bring  the  skeleton  out  and 
set  it  manfully  up : perhaps  it  may  prove  to  be  only  the  skeleton  of  a 
cat,  or  even  no  skeleton  at  all.  There  is  many  a house  and  many  a fam- 
ily in  which  there  is  a skeleton,  and  it  is  made  the  distressing  nightmare 
it  is  mainly  by  trying  to  ignore  it.  There  is  some  fretting  disagreement, 
some  painful  estrangement,  made  a thousand  times  worse  by  ill-judged 
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endeavors  to  go  on  just  as  if  it  were  not  there.  If  you  wish  to  get  rid 
of  it,  you  must  recognize  its  existence,  and  treat  it  withYrankness,  and 
seek  manfully  to  set  it  right.  It  is  wonderful  how  few  evils  are  remedi- 
less, if  you  fairly  face  them,  and  honestly  try  to  remove  them.  a.  k.  h.  b. 


PICTURES  IN  A SICK-ROOM. 

Nothing  perhaps  undergoes  a minuter  inspection,  or  subserves  such 
manifold  uses,  as  the  furniture  and  four  walls  of  a sick-room  to  its  willing 
or  unwilling  occupant.  Geometry  is  revived  in  the  window  panes ; 
cubes  and  conic  sections  in  opposite  corners.  All  forms  of  life  people 
the  paper ; and  the  slant  sunbeams,  reaching  out  to  us  from  the  shining 
land,  break  our  content,  or  bear  the  buds  of  hope  and  health.  Then  the 
sense  of  sameness  and  isolation,  and  the  tossings  to  and  fro  of  the  weary 
body,  when  imagination  angles  in  vain  for  pleasing  fancies,  and  a leaden 
monotony  vivifies  our  pain. 

There  are  things,  however,  which,  in  the  long  experience  of  a sick- 
chamber,  never  tire — pictures.  A simple  Swiss  scene  hung  near  our  bed, 
of  mountain  heights  and  peasant  life  in  the  sunny  hollows.  Imagination 
never  flagged  climbing  up  its  peaks  and  looking  over  on  the  other  side. 
Sometimes  a peak  was  Sinai ; sometimes  Pisgah ; sometimes  Carmel. 
Sometimes  it  was  Hannibal,  sometimes  the  storm-met  Bonapartists  I saw 
crossing  their  passes.  Then  we  sat  on  the  panniers  of  the  peasants, 
drove  the  cows  to  their  pasture  slopes,  or  strayed  to  the  little  church 
hid  coyly  among  the  trees. 

We  turned  to  a face  of  Arnold,  Arnold  of  Rugby,  and  saw  in  his  eye 
at  once  the  insight  and  the  mastery  of  the  man.  With  him  we  visited 
Wight  and  Laleham  and  Rugby  and  Fox  How  and  Oxford.  We  review- 
ed his  track  of  thought,  studied  the  growth  of  his  character,  measured 
its  symmetrical  ripeness,  and  more  and  more  warmed  ourselves  with  the 
glow  of  his  earnest  piety. 

But  why  enumerate  the  manifold  life  which  dwelt  with  such  unspeak- 
able quiet  in  my  sick-room ; nor  had  there  to  be  a startling  ring,  or  swing- 
ing door,  or  heavy  tread  to  give  it  entrance : it  came  and  went  noiseless- 
ly as  a sunbeam,  with  nothing  to  jar  the  nerves  or  flush  the  spirit ; mute, 
and  yet  full  of  speech ; a presence,  yet  long  past  or  far  away,  wooing  us 
from  our  pain,  and  brightening  the  darkened  sanctities  of  the  sick- 
chamber. 

Hang  pictures  in  the  sick-room.  h.  c.  k. 


Except  you  “ set  your  house  in  order  ” by  the  religion  of  Christ,  you 
throw  it  open  to  an  inevitable  anarchy  of  passions. 


That  no  worthiness  in  us  recommends  us  to  God,  is  no  argument  that 
nothing  in  us  is  a sign  of  interest  in  his  favor. 
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EJACULATORY  PRAYER. 

We  miss  much  devotional  joy  by  the  neglect  of  fragmentary  prayer. 
In  the  intervals  which  separate  periodical  seasons  of  devotion,  we  need 
a habit  of  offering  up  brief  ejaculatory  expressions  of  devout  feeling. 
The  morning  and  the  evening  sacrifice  depend  very  much  upon  these 
interspersed  offerings,  as  these  in  return  are  dependent  on  those. 
Communion  with  Ood  in  both  is  assisted  by  linking  the  “ set  times  ” 
together  by  a chain  of  heavenward  thoughts  and  aspirations,  in  the 
breaks  which  occur  in  our  labors  and  amusements.  Sunrise  and  sunset 
may  attract  our  attention  more  strongly  than  the  succession  of  golden 
rays  between  them  ; but  who  can  say  that  they  are  more  cheering  ? It 
is  not  often  that  a day  wholly  clouded  lies  between  two  clear  twilights. 

Prof.  Phelps. 


‘ ‘ He  always  wins  who  sides  with  God  ; 

To  him  no  chance  is  lost ; 

God’s  will  is  sweetest  to  him  when 
It  triumphs  at  his  cost. 

“ 111  that  He  blesses  is  our  good, 

And  unblest  good  is  ill ; 

And  all  is  right  that  seems  most  wrong, 
If  it  be  his  sweet  will.” 


Sunday  Shoes. — Strange  that  all  kinds  of  leather  are  too  poor  to  go 
to  church  in  on  a wet  Sunday.  What  is  the  matter  with  all  our  tanners, 
that  shoes  cannot  be  made  which  are  proof  against  Sunday  mud  and  wet? 
Multitudes  of  people  run  around  all  the  week  in  ordinary  leather,  and  no 
harm  comes  to  them  ; but  if  the  pavement  be  the  least  wet  on  a Sunday 
morning,  they  are  certain  that  they  shall  get  their  feet  soaking  wet,  and 
they  might  as  weU  order  dieir  coffins  at  once  as  to  go  out  in  such  shoes 
as  they  have.  What  is  the  mystery  that  makes  leather  which  is  so  im- 
penetrable all  the  other  days  of  the  week,  not  much  better  than  brown 
paper  on  Sunday  morning?  Who  will  make  his  fortune  by  providing  the 
vast  army  of  stay-at-homes  with  a patent  improved  church-going  shoe, 
warranted  water-proof  on  Sunday? 


An  artist  wanted  to  take  Queen  Victoria’s  picture  for  the  people. 
She  consented,  and  came  before  him  in  a plain  dress,  unadorned  by  a 
single  ornament.  The  artist  ventured  to  criticise  and  hint  the  impor- 
tance of  her  jewels.  No;  Victoria  preferred  the  woman  to  the  queen. 
She  had  rather  dwell  in  the  homes  and  hearts  of  her  subjects  in  the  sim- 
ple dignity  of  a Christian  wife  and  mother,  than  with  all  the  investiture 
of  royalty. 


He  that  avoideth  not  small  faults,  by  little  and  little  falleth  into  greater. 
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Gold  Dust. — It  is  a mistake  to  suppose  the  miners  and  the  mints 
have  all  the  gold.  You  have  some  of  infinitely  greater  value  than  the 
richest  mines  can  yield — the  seconds  and  the  minutes,  the  gold-dust  of 
time ; specks  and  particles  of  time  which  we  are  so  apt  to  waste  and 
throw  away.  God  does  not  give  it  to  us  in  gold  bars,  a day,  a month,  a 
year  long ; nobody  can  be  trusted  with  so  much  time  all  at  once ; but 
God  wisely  deals  it  out  in  seconds  and  minutes,  so  that  we  can  make  the 
most  of  it.  If  you  are  robbed  of  one,  or  lose  it,  the  loss  is  compara- 
tively small.  It  cannot,  to  be  sure,  ever  be  made  up ; the  v/hole  world 
cannot  make  up  for  a minute  lost;  but  if  it  teach  us  to  be  thoughtful 
and  careful  for  the  rest,  we  may  become  rich  wdth  golden  years  of  a use- 
ful and  happy  life. 

Let  no  good  man  overlook  a child.  The  man  who  loves  his  country 
let  him  live  for  the  children.  The  Christian  who  loves  the  church,  let 
him  love  those  of  whom  it  was  said,  “ Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 
If  the  church  would  secure  and  consecrate  the  great  future  to  Christ  and 
his  glory,  let  her  gather  in  the  children  ; let  the  Sabbath-school  teacher, 
the  preacher,  the  parent  go  to  his  work,  every  time  rising  higher  and 
higher,  and  blessing  God  for  the  privilege. 


One  Cent. — I was  once  told  of  a poor,  aged,  infirm  Christian  who  used 
to  give  one  cent  to  five  different  religious  objects,  making  the  sum  of  five 
cents  a year  for  her  Christian  charities.  ‘‘When  I first  suggested  it  to 
her,”  said  her  pastor,  “ she  could  see  no  way  of  getting  the  sum ; but  I 
told  her  to  trust  God  for  it.  It  came,  and  never  shall  I forget  the  look 
of  gratitude  and  joy  which  shone  in  her  face  as  she  handed  it  to  me  ; and 
now  there  is  not  a member  in  my  church  that  'prays  so  for  these  objects 
as  she  does.” 

If  giving  follows  prayer,  it  is  quite  certain  prayer  will  follow  the  gift ; 
and  who  can  tell  what  a blessing  it  can  bring  with  it  ? 


Wakefulness  is  one  of  the  most  constant  symptoms  of  some  types 
of  incipient  brain  disease,  and  in  many  cases  a certain  forerunner  of 
insanity.  • 

If  woman  was  first  in  the  world  to  sin,  it  was  on  her  breast  also  that 
its  Redeemer  was  nourished,  who  has  atoned  for  sin. 


Let  not  the  old  year  go  without  solemn  and  searching  self-examina- 
tion. Let  us  never  forget,  in  the  hurry  and  excitement  of  this  busy, 
blinding,  sinful,  dazzling,  trying,  sorrowful,  joyous  world,  that  we  are 
steadily  treading  the  road  either  to  heaven  or  to  hell ; and  the  one  ques- 
tion of  profoundest  interest  to  us  is.  Where  are  we? 
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CENSUS  FOR  1860. 


ORDER  OF  THE  STATES. 


States. 

Free. 

Slaves. 

Total. 

Reps 

Alabama — 

529.164 

4.35,132 

961,296 

6 

Arkansas  - - 

324,32:3 

111,104 

435,427 

3 

California- 

380,015 

3^0.015 

3 

Connectrcut 

460,151 

460,151 

4 

Delaware  - - 

110,420 

1,798 

112,218 

1 

Florida 

78,6.86 

61 ,753 

140.439 

1 

(jieorgia 

595,097 

462,230 

1,057,.327 

7 

Illinois 

1.711,753 

1,711,753 

13 

Indiana  - - - 

1 ,350,479 

« — 

1,. 3.50.479 

11 

673  91b 

674.948 

5 

Kansas 

107,110 

107,110 

1 

Kentucky  - - 

930,223 

225,490 

1,155,713 

8 

Louisiana  - 

376.913 

332,520 

’^09.4:33 

5 

628,276 

628  276 

5 

Maryland  - - 

599,846 

87,188 

687|o:34 

5j 

Massachn’ts 

1,231,065 

1.231,065 

10, 

Mississippi- 

.354,699 

4.36, 6£  6 

'791, .395 

5; 

Missouri  — 

1,058,352 

1 14,965 

1,173,317 

9. 

Michigan  - - 

749.112 

749,112 

6 

Minnesota  ■ 

162,022 

162,022 

11 

New  Hamp. 

326,072 

326,072 

New  Jersey 

672,031 

672,031 

5' 

New  York 

3,887,542 

3.887,542 

31 1 

N.  Carolina 

661,586 

a31,081 

992,667 

"'I 

Ohio 

2,339.599 



2,.339.599 

is! 

Oregon 

52,464 



52;464 

1 

Pennsylv’ia 

2.906,370 

2,906.370 

2:3^ 

Rhode  Isl.  - - 

174.621 

174,621 

l| 

S,  Carolina 

301  >271 

402,541 

703  812 

4 

Tennessee- - 

834,863 

275,784 

1,109,847 

8 

Texas 

420,651 

180,388 

601,0.39 

4! 

Vermont  - - 

315,116 

315,116 

-i 

Virginia  — 

1,105,196 

490,887 

I,59‘',08.3 

IP 

Wisconsin 

775,873 

775,873 

6 

Pop.  States 

27,1  b5, 109 

3,949,557 

;3i,i;34,6(i0 

233 

Territories. 

Colorado  - - - 

34,197 

34.197 

Dakotah  - - 

4,839 

4,b39 

Nebraska  - - 

28,832 

10 

28,842 

Nevada 

6,857 

6,857 

New  Mexico 

93,5171 

21 

93,541 

Utah 

40,266  j 

29 

40,295 

Washington 

11,578! 

1 1 .578 

Dist.  of  Col. 

71,895 

3,181 

75,076 

Total  Pop. 

27,477,090  3,952,801 

31 .429.891 

The  following  table  is  intended  to  show 
the  rank  of  the  various  states,  in  point 
of  population,  at  several  periods  in  the 
national  history — by  the  census  of  1790, 
of  1830,  1850,  and  1860.  In  a table  pre- 
senting the  average  population  for  each 
square  mile,  the  states  would  rank  very 
differently. 


No 

1790. 

1830. 

1850. 

I860. 

1 

Virginia  - - 

New  York 

New  York 

New  York. 

2 

Mass. 

Penn. 

Penn. 

Penn. 

3 

Penn. 

Virginia  - - 

Ohio 

Ohio. 

4 

N.  Car.--- 

Ohio 

Virginia  - - 

Illinois. 

5 

New  York 

N.  Car.--- 

Tennessee 

Virginia. 

6 

Maryland 

Kentucky 

.Mass. 

Indiana. 

7 

S.  Car.  - -- 

Tennessee 

Indiana  - -- 

Mass. 

8 

Conn. 

Mass. 

Kentucky 

Missouri. 

9 

N.  Jersey 

S.  Car.--- 

Georgia  - -- 

Tennessee 

10 

N.  Hamp. 

Georgia  - 

N.  Car.  -- 

Kentucky. 

11 

Vermont  - - 

Maryland - 

Illinois  - - - 

Georgia. 

12 

Georgia  - 

iMaine 

Alabama 

North  Car. 

13 

Kentucky 

Indiana  - - 

Missouri  - - 

Alabama. 

14 

Rhode  Isl. 

N.  Jersey 

S.  Car.  - -- 

Mississippi 

15 

Delaware 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Wisconsin 

16 

Tennessee 

Conn.  

Maine 

Michigan. 

17 

Vermont  - 

.Maryland- 

Maryland. 

18 

N.  Hamp. 

Louisiana 

South  Car. 

19 

Louisiana 

N.  Jersey 

Iowa. 

20 

Illinois  - - 

Michigan 

N.  Jersey. 

21 



Missouri  - 

Conn. 

Louisiana. 

22 



Mississippi  N.  Hamp. 

.Maine. 

23 

Rhode  Isl. 

Vermont-- 

Texas. 

24 

Delaware 

Wisconsin 

Conn. 

25 

Florida  - - - 

Texas 

Arkan.^as. 

26 

Michigan 

Arkansas  - 

California. 

27 

Arkansas  - 

iV  tluTip 

25 

Rhode  Isl. 

Vermont. 

29 

California 

Rhode  Isl. 

30 

Delaware 

Minnesota 

31 



Florida  - - - 

Florida. 

32 

Minnesota 

Kansas. 

■33 

Delaware. 

34 

Oregon. 

Population  of  the  Cities  of  the  United  States. — The  figures  for  the  census 
of  1860  may  be  slightly  changed  by  the  official  reports,  though  nearly  correct. 


CITIES. 

1850. 

1860. 

Actual 

increase. 

Increase 
p«r  c»nt.  1 

CITIES. 

1850. 

1860. 

1 

Actual  i 
increase.  { 

Increase  : 
per  cent,  j 

New  York  

515,647 

313,668 

297,021 

58 

Detroit 

21,019 

46,834 

25,815 

123 

Philadelphia 

408;762 

568,034 

159,27u- 

34 

Milwaukee 

20,061 

45,:i23 

25,262 

126 

Brooklyn 

96,828 

273,425 

176,587 

182 

Cleveland 

17,034 

43,550 

26,516 

156 

R.iltimore 

If  9, 054 

214,037 

44,983 

27 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

42,985 

40,194 

loss  2,791 

loss  6 

Boston 

136,881 

177,902 

41,021 

30 

Troy 

28,785 

39,653 

10,868 

36 

New  Orleans 

1 1 6,375 

170,76(5 

54,:39l 

47 

New  Haven- 

20,345 

:39,277 

18,932 

90 

St.  Louis 

77,860 

162,179 

84,319 

10b 

Richmond 

27,570 

37,958 

10,388 

37 

Cincinnati - 

114,435 

160,060 

44,625 

29 

Lowell  - - 

33,3b3 

37,069 

3,686 

11 

Chicago 

29.963 

109,420 

79,457 

265 

Jersey  City 

6,856 

29,256 

22,400 

327 

Buffalo 

42;261 

84,000 

41,739 

99 

Cambridge 

15,215 

26,074 

10,859 

71 

Louisville 

4:3,194 

75,196 

32,002 

74 

Roxbury 

18,:364 

25.137 

6,773 

37 

Newark,  N.  J. 

38,894 

72,055 

33,161 

85 

Cha’stown,Mass. 

17,216 

25;  120 

7,904 

46 

San  Francisco 

34,870 

66.000 

31,130 

89 

Worcester 

17,049 

24,963 

7,914 

46 

Washington 

40,001 

61,400 

21,399 

53 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

10,165 

2:3,715 

13,55(J 

133 

Providence 

41,513 

50,669 

9,156 

22 

Reading,  Pa. 

15,743 

23,171 

7,428 

47 

Rochester 

36.403 

48,§96 

11.693 

32 

Salem 

20,264 

22,486 

2,222 

11 
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Revenue  and  Expenditures  of  the  United  States  Government  for  the 
Year  ending  June  30,  1860.  / 

RECEIPTS.  EXPENDITURES. 


From  Customs $53,187,512 

From  Public  Lands  1,778,558 

Miscella,neous  sources 1,010,764 

Treasury  notes,  acc’t  of  Dec.  23, 1857  19,395,200 

Loan,  acc’t  of  June  14,  1858 1,380,000 

Balance  in  Treasury,  July  1,  1859  --  4,339,275 


Total  means $31,091,309 

Expenditures 77.462,102 


Balance  in  Treasury,  July  1, 1860-  $3,629,207 


Civil  List  and  Foreign  intercourse  - - $7,311,863 


Miscellaneous 2U  658,008 

Department  of  Interior 3,955,687 

“ “ War 16.409,767 

“ “ Navy 11,51 3,ir)0 

For  Public  Debt  - 1 7,61 3,628 


Total  Expenditures $77,462,102 


The  Public  Debt  of  the  United  States,  January  1,  1861,  was  $63,709,322;  of 
which  $11,900,462  were  treasury-notes. 


Post-office  Department. — The  gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1860,  was  $8,518,067.  The  payments  for  the  year  were  $14,874,773.  Excess  of  pay- 
ments over  revenue,  $-3,356,706.  Number  of  Post-offices,  28,498. 


Public  Lands.— During  the  five  quarters  ending  September  30,  1860, 16,385,361 
acres  of  the  public  lands  were  disposed  of;  3,977,620  acres  were  sold  for  cash, 
yielding  $2,021,426;  3,379,040  acres  were  located  with  bounty  land-warrants; 
2,037,771  acres  were  approved  to  the  several  states  entitled  to  them,  under  the 
swamp  grants  of  March  2,  1849,  and  September  28,  1850;  and  2,665,625  acres  cer- 
tified to  states,  as  falling  to  them  under  the  grants  for  railroad  purposes ; 12,060,- 
054  acres  were  surveyed  and  prepared  for  market,  and  16,385,361  acres  proclaimed 
and  offered  at  public  sale. 


Pensioners. — The  whole  number  of  pensioners  of  all  classes  now  on  the  rolls 
is  11,284,  and  the  amount  required  for  their  payment  was  $1,103,562. 


Patent  Office. — The  income  of  this  office  for  the  three  quarters  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1860,  was  $197,648 ; and  its  expenditure,  $189,672.  Apphcations  for  pat- 
ents, 5,638;  caveats  filed,  841;  applications  rejected,  3,612;  applications  of  all 
sorts  accepted,  3,896.  Also  49  applications  for  extensions,  and  28  patents  extend- 
ed from  the  close  of  their  first  term. 


United  States  Imports  and  Exports  during  the  Fiscal  Year  1860. 


IMPORTS. 

Dutiable  goods $279,872,327 

Free  goods  - 73,741,479 

Specie  and  bullion 8,550,135 


Total  imports  for  the  year $362,163,941 


EXPORTS. 

Domestic  produce  ^316,242,423 

Foreign  produce  and  merchandise  - - 17,333,634 

Domestic  specie  and  bullion 56,946.851 

Foreign  “ “ “ 9,599,388 


Total  exports  for  the  year $400,122,296 

Excess  of  exports 37,958,355 


Items  of  Domestic  Produce  exported : 

Cotton $191, 806, 555 1 Manufactures $39,803,0801 

Specie  and  bullion  - 56,916,851  Tobacco 15,906  547 

Agriculture 48,551 ,894  \ From  the  forest 13,738,559  I 

Items  of  Imports  : 


Wonl  and  woollens -$12,779,097 


Cottons 35,297,885 

Silks 34,286,650 

Flax  and  linens  - - - 1 1,550,022 
Tea 8,803,771 


Coffee 

Raw  hides- 

Tins 

Iron 

Steel  


521,883.797 

10.524,706 

5,862,254 

12,231,206 

4,330;S34 


From  the  sea $4,156,480 

Raw  Produce 2,279,308 


China  and  earthen-  ^4.387,838 
Wine,  brandy,  etc.  - il, 236, 733 

Molasses 5,16,327 

Sugars,  brown 30,959,985 

Tobacco  and  cigars  5,947,184 


Five  New  Asteroids  were  discovered  in  1860,  making  the  whole  number  now 
known  sixty- two. 
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Foreign  Coins,  with  their  Value  in  American  Money. 


COUNTRY. 


Austria 

Belgium 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chili  

Denmark 

England 

u . 

France 

Germany,  north 
“ sou‘h 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

New  Granada  - - 

Peru  

Portugal 

Rome  

Russia 

Spain 

Sweden  

Turkey  

Tuscany 


GOLD  COINS. 

Denomination. 

Value. 

^ cts.  ni 

Ducat 

2 -28 

•25  Francs 

4 72 

Doubloon 

15  58 

•20,UUU  Reis 

10  90  5 

10  Pesos 

9 15  3 

10  Thaler 

7 90 

Sovereign,  new 

4 80  3 

“ average  - - 

4 84  8 

■20  Francs,  average  - - 

3 84  -5 

10  Thaler 

7 90 

Ducat  

2 28  3 

Doubloon,  average  — 

15  53  4 

1 0 Guilders  

3 99 

10  Pesos,  new 

9 07  5 

Doubloon,  old - 

15  56 

Crown  

5 81  3 

2^  Scudi,  new 

2 60 

5 Roubles 

3 97  6 

100  Reals 

4 90  :: 

Ducat  

2 26  7 

1 00  Piastres - 

4 37  4 

Sequin - - 

2 30 

SILVER  COINS. 


Denomination. 

Val  ue. 

cts.  in. 

Scudo - 

1 01  5 

5 Fran«s 

96  8 

Dollar 

1 05  4 

2.000  Reis  - 

1 01  3 

New  Dollar 

97 

2 Rigsdaler 

1 09  4 

Shilling,  new  

“ average 

22  7 

22  2 

5 Francs,  average  - - - 

90  8 

Thaler 

71  7 

Guilder  or  Florin 

41  2 

Dollar,  average 

1 04  9 

2j  Guilders  

1 02  3 

Dollar,  1857 

90  8 

Dollar,  1855 

93  6 

Crown 

1 16  6 

Scudo  

1 04  7 

Rouble 

78  4 

Pistareen,  new 

20  1 

Rix  dollar 

1 10  1 

10  Piastres 

8(»  5 

Florin  - - 1 

27  4 

England’s  National  Debt. — The  foundation  of  the  immense  debt  of  England 
was  laid  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  two  hundred  j^ears  ago;  In  1763,  it  had  risen 
to  £139,000,000.  At  the  close  of  the  French  Revolution  in  1802,  it  was  £571,000,- 
000.  In  the  twelve  years  of  the  wars  of  Napoleon  it  increased  to  £865,000,000, 
which  was  its  maximum.  From  this  point  it  rapidly  decreased  for  thirty  years, 
having  been  reduced  in  1845  to  £768,789,241.  At  the  close  of  the  Russian  war  in 
1856,  it  had  increased  to  £800,000,000 ; and  in  consequence  of  the  Indian  niutinjg 
the  Chinese  war,  and  the  distrust  of  France,  can  hardly  have  diminished  since. 
The  interest  on  the  present  debt,  at  the  rate  of  31  per  cent.,  is  $134,400,000  per 
year,  or  $368,000  a day,  $15,333  an  hour,  $255  a minute,  or  $4  24  a second. 


Romanism  Waning  in  Ireland.— Tlie  Irish  Times  estimates  the  present  popu- 
lation of  Ireland  at  5,950,000  souls,  and  says  that  on  the  fairest  calculation  not 
more  than  3,450,000  are  Roman-catholics,  the  remaining  2,500,000  being  Protes- 
tants. From  various  causes,  the  emigration  has  been  chiefly  from  the  Roman- 
catholic  portion,  and  the  number  of  those  professing  that  creed  has  annually 
diminished. 


California  Trees. — There  are  two  large  groves  of  mammoth  trees  in  Califor- 
nia, one  near  Mariposa,  the  other  in  Calaveras  county.  Tlie  latter,  the  smaller 
of  the  two,  covers  as  much  space  as  Boston  common,  and  encloses  a hotel.  At 
the  entrance  stand  two  sentinel  trees,  25  feet  apart,  60  feet  in  circumference,  and 
300  feet  high.  One  tree  is  93  feet  in  circumference,  another  73  feet,  and  310  feet 
high.  A third  is  327  feet  high.  In  the  Mariposa  grove  there  are  650  giant  trees 
in  less  than  a square  mile,  more  than  100  of  them  measuring  50  feet  or  more  in 
circumference,  two  measuring  100  each,  and  one  102.  This  latter  raises  its  crown 
80  feet  higher  than  Bunker-hill  monument.  There  is  a petrified  cedar  near  Honey 
Lake,  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Sierras,  which  measures  42  feet  in  diameter  at 
the  butt,  (about  120  feet  in  circumference,)  and  is  over  660  feet  long,  besides  an 
unknown  length  buried  in  the  soil ; for  at  the  point  where  it  is  lost  from  sight  it 
is  still  four  feet  in  diameter.  These  trees  are  found,  by  actual  count  of  the  rings 
of  some,  to  be  over  one  thousand  years  old. 


Poisoning  by  Friction  Matches. — The  best  antidote  for  poison  by  phosphorus 
is  calcined  magnesia.  It  should  be  mixed  in  water  that  has  been  boiled^  to  exclude 
the  air  it  contains,  and  should  be  administered  largely. 
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Railkoads  in  the  United  States,  with  the  length  in  miles  actually  in  opera- 
tion in  1850  and  1860. 


STATES. 

1859. 

1860. 

118 

476 

New  Hampshire  

171 

537 

Vermont — 

235 

564 

Massachusetts - - 

1 ,125 

1.4694 

Rhode  Island 

50 

167 

Connecticut 

235 

591 

New  York - 

1 ,208 

2,852 

New  Jersey 

240 

'616 

Pennsylvania 

1,159 

1,958 

Maryland  - - 

318 

368 

Delaware 

17 

128 

Virginia 

354 

1,587 

North  Carolina 

312 

029 

South  Carolina - - - 

270 

748 

Georgia 

066 

1,111 

Florida 

54 

109 

Alabama - - - - 

114 

504 

Mississippi 

118 

921 

STATES. 

1850. 

ISCO. 

250 

152 

386 

832 

706 

51 

exas 

56 

33 

en  tic  y 

380 

86 

105 

379 

3,080 

1,950 

2,820 

687 

735 

361 

____________ 

Indiana 

' f'  * 

r 



iVJLlTiri6S0tct  - - — - — - - 

22 

urBgon - — - 

1 

7,861 

27,1864 

X ULcii  - --- 

Fires  in  the  United  States. — During  the  year  1860,  290  fires  were  reported, 
at  each  of  which  the  loss  was  $10,000  or  more  ; total  loss,  $13,211,000.  By  smaller 
fires,  an  additional  loss  of  perhaps  five  millions  was  incurred. 


New  York  City. — This  city  was  settled  in  1612,  and  in  1731  ha(J  a population  of 
but  8,628;  in  1800,  60,489;  in  1820,  123,706;  in  1840,  312,710;  in  1850,  515,647;  in 
1860,  813,668.  Number  of  dwellings,  58,338;  of  families,  155,707. 

Arvwals  of  all  sorts  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports  during  1860,  4,451 ; in  1859, 
4,027.  Passengers  in  1860,  266,627. 

Immigrants  in  1860,  103,621 ; in  1859,  79,322. 

Churches  in  1850,  214 ; in  1860,  253 ; number  of  seats,  253,133 ; value  of  church 
property,  $11,813,400. 


Crime  in  I860.— During  this  year  seventeen  murders  were  committed  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  forty-two  homicides,  and  fifty-seven  suicides : total,  116 ; being 
20  less  than  in  1859. 


Australia.— The  annual  shipments  of  gold  from  Melbourne  average  at  least 
$45,000,000. 


The  Atmospheric  Telegraph  is  an  American  device  for  transmitting  small 
packages  to  a considerable  distance  through  air-tight  tubes,  by  atmospheric  press- 
ure. The  system  is  in  successful  operation  at  the  International  Telegraph  Com- 
pany in  London,  their  office  being  connected  by  tubes  with  the  Stock  Exchange, 
and  with  all  the  chief  stations  in  the  suburbs.  The  tubes  are  of  metal,  and  there 
is  an  air-pump  at  each  end.  A whistle  gives  notice  that  a message  is  deposited  a 
mile  off : you  close  the  mouth  of  the  tube,  turn  a cock,  and  the  steam  air-pump 
begins  to  exhaust  the  air  from  your  end  of  the  tube,  while  it  is  open  at  the  other ; 
in  a few  seconds  you  hear  a soft  thud  at  the  end  of  the  tube,  and  opening  it  find 
your  message  in  a little  gutta  percha  cylinder  four  inches  long,  inclosed  in  flannel, 
and  fitting  the  tube  somewhat  loosely.  The  Pneumatic  Company  are  preparing 
larger  apparatus,  for  conveying  books  and  large  parcels  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles 
an  hour. 

Bitumenized  Paper,  or  paper  hardened  by  admixing  bitumen  under  hydraulic 
pressure,  is  now  used  in  making  pipes  instead  of  iron.  These  bitumenized  paper 
tubes  are  found  to  have  the  tenacity  of  iron,  with  one  half  its  weight ; and  to  be 
twice  as  strong  as  stoneware,  Avithout  its  liability  to  fracture.  The  cost  is  about 
half  that  of  iroii. 
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REIGNING  SOVEREIGNS  AND  STATISTICS  OF  THEIR 
DOMINIONS. 


Country. 


Austria  andHungary 

Baden  - 

Bavaria 

Belgium 

Brazil 

China 

Denmark 

Egypt 

France - - - 

GermanStates,Mmox 

Brunswick 

Hesse  Cassel 

Hesse  Darmstadt  - - 

Hanover 

Homburg 

Mecklen.  Schwerin 
Mecklen.  Strelitz-  - 

Nassau 

Saxe  Coburg 

Saxe  Meiningen  - - - 

Saxe  Weimar 

Great  Britain 

Greece - - 

Kingdom  of  Italy. 

Two  Sicilies ' 

Modena 

Parma 

Sardinia 

Tuscany  & Lucca 
Romagna  and  the 

Marches- 

Papal  States 

Morocco 

Netherlands 

Portugal - 

Prussia 

Russia  - - - 

Saxony 

Spain - 

Sweden  and  Norway 

Switzerland - - - 

Turkey  - - - - 

United  States 

Wirtemburg  - 


Francis  Joseph,  Emp. 
Frederick  - - Grand  D. 

Maximilian  II. K. 

Leopold  I. K. 

Pedro  II. Emp. 

Hien-Fung Emp. 

Frederick  VII. K. 

Said  Pasha Pasha 

Napoleon  III.  - - Emp 


Population  of  the  German  Confederation 


Sovereign. 


Dec.  2,  1848 -■ 
Sept.  5j  1856- 
March  21,1848 
luly  21,  1831  - 
April  7,  1831- 
Feb.  1850---- 
Jan.  20, 1843- 
July,  1854  - - - 
Dec.  2,  1852 


William  - Duke 

Fred’k  William  - Elec. 
Louis  III.  - - Grand  D. 

George  V. K. 

Frederick Prince 

Fred’k  Francis  G.  D 
Fred’k  William  G.  D. 

Adolphus Duke 

Ernest  II. Duke 

Bernard Duke 

Chas.  Alexan.  - Gr.  D. 

Victoria Queen 

Othol. --K. 


VictorEmanuel  II.  K. 


April  25,  1831 
Nov.  20,  1847 
June  16,  1848 
Nov.  18,  1851 
Sept.  1848  - - - 
March  7,  1842 
Sept.  7,  1860 
Aug.  20,  1838 
Jan.  29,  1844 
Dec.  24,  1803' 
July  S,  1853-  ■ 
June  20,  1837 
Jan.  25,1833 


Pius  IX. Pope 

Sidi  Mohammed  ■ Em. 

William  III. K. 

Pedro  V. K. 

William  III.  - ■ - - -X. 
Alexander  II.  - -Emp 

John  I. K. 

Isabella  II.  - - Q. 

Charles  XV. K. 

Paul  Migy Pres. 

Abdul  Medjid  Sw/Zan 
Ab’rn  Lincoln  - - Pres. 
William  I. K. 


March  23,1 849 


June  16,  1846 
Sept.  1859 
March  17.1849 
Nov.  15,  1853 
Sept.  1858 
March  2,  1855 
Aug.  9,  1854 
Sept.  29,  1833 
July,  1859 

1857 

July  2,1839-  - 
March  4,  1861 
Oct.  30,  1816 


Population. 


37,000,000 
1 ,356.943 
4,541 ;556 
5,294,461 
7,677,800 
400.000,000 
2;468,713 

3.350.000 
37,000,000 
43,000;000 

27L943 
736,392 
854,314 
1,819,778 
ai,937 
541,091 
99,628 
431 ,549 
150,878 
165,530 
263,755 

27.674.352 
1 ,043,153 

9,117,050 

4,512,600 

499,835 

5.167,542 

i;796,07 

2,000.000 
1 ,000.000 
8,400'000 
3,238,753 
3,499,121 
17,202,831 
68,931 ,726 
2,039.075 

15.807.353 
5,131,647 
2,392,740 

35.350.000 
31,429;891 

1,788,720 


Extent  in 
sq.  miles. 

Capital. 

243,472 

Vienna. 

5j85i 

Carlsruhe. 

29.000 

Munich. 

12,569 

Brussels. 

3,100.104 

Rio  Janeiro. 

5,350;000 

Pekin. 

22,680 

Copenhagen. 

11,000 

Cairo. 

204,000 

Paris. 

1.531 

4;439 

3,761 

14,600 

206 

4,485 

767 

>■  Frankfort. 

1,751 

799 

971 

1.418 

122,091 

London. 

15,000 

Athens. 

42,693 

Naples. 

2,073 

Modena. 

2,1  h 4 

Parma. 

28,830 

Turin. 

8,442 

Florence. 

Bologna. 

16,155 

Rome, 

100,000 

Fez. 

12,008 

Amsterdam. 

35,400 

Lisbon. 

107,526 

Berlin. 

2.041,809 

St. Petersburg 

5,707 

Dresden. 

177,781 

Madrid. 

84,530 

Stockholm. 

15,400 

Berne. 

626,920 

Ccnstanti’ople 

2,872,800 

Washington. 

7,508 

Stuttgard. 

^ Diamonds.  —The  Duke  of  Brunswick  has  $3,000,000  worth  of  diamonds,  and  his 
printed  catalogue  has  268  quarto  pages.  The  most  valuable  diamond  in  the  world, 
in  the  possession  of  an  East  Indian  prince,  he  values  at  $2,500,000.  Then  the 
Koh-i-noor,  $1,383,840;  that  of  a Rajah  in  Borneo,  $1,339,455;  and  the  Great  Mo- 
gul, which  is  of  a beautiful  rose  color,  and  of  the  shape  and  size  of  half  a hen’s 
egg,  $784,000.  The  duke’s  diamonds  are  kept  in  a safe  of  granite  and  iron,  built 
into  a thick  wall,  on  one  side  of  his  bedroom.  This  room,  and  the  whole  house, 
are  made  burglar-proof  by  iron  plating,  combination  locks,  alarm  beUs,  and  con- 
cealed firearms. 


Effect  of  Smoking  on  the  Intellect.— In  the  September  number  of  the 
London  Pharmaceutic  Journal  for  1860,  it  is  stated  that  on  dividing  the  pupils  of 
the  Polytechnic  school  in  Paris  into  smokers  and  non-smokers,  it  is  shown  that 
the  smokers  have  proved  themselves,  in  the  various  competitive  examinations,  far 
inferior  to  the  others.  Not  only  in  the  examinations  on  entering  the  school  are 
the  smokers  in  a lower  rank,  but  in  the  various  ordeals  they  have  to  pass  through 
in  a year,  the  average  rank  of  the  smokers  had  constantly  fallen,  and  not  incon- 
siderably, when  the  men  who  did  not  smoke  enjoyed  a cerebral  atmosphere  of  the 
clearest  kind. 
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WEIGHTS  AIVD  MEASURES. 


MEASURE  OF  LENGTH. 

12  inches  make  1 foot. 

3  feet  “ 1 yard. 

5A  yards  “ 1 rod  or  pole. 

40  poles  “ 1 furlong. 

8 furlongs  “ 1 mile. 

69  miles  “ 1 degree. 

A nail  is  equal  to  2q;  inches. 

Ell  5 quarters. 

Hand  “ 4 inches. 

Fathom  “ 6 feet. 

An  English  mile  is  1,760  yards. 

A Russian  mile  is  1,100  yards. 

Irish  or  Scotch  mile,  2,‘20U  yards. 

Italian  mile,  1,467  yards. 

Spanish  mile,  5,02i  yards. 

German  mile,  5,866  yards. 

Swedish  or  Danish  mile,  7,233  yards. 
Hungarian  mile,  8,800  yards. 

In  France  they  measure  by  the  mean  league 
of  3,666  yards. 

A sea  mile  is  6,078  feet. 


MEASURE  OF  SURFACE. 


144  square  inches  are  equal  to  1 square  foot. 


9 square  feet 
30;^  square  yards 
40  square  poles 
4 roods 
640  acres 


“ 1 squjire  yard. 

“ 1 square  pole. 

“ 1 rood. 

‘‘  1 acre. 

1 square  mile. 


MEASURES  OF  CAPACITY. 

4  gills  make  1 pint. 


2 pints 
4 quarts 
9 gallons 
2 firkins 
2 kilderkins 
1^  barrel 
2 gallons 

4 pecks 

8 bushels 

5 quarters 
The  last  four  are  us( 


‘‘  1 quart. 

“ 1 gallon. 

“ 1 firkin. 

‘‘  1 kilderkin. 

“ 1 barrel. 

“ 1 hogshead. 

1 peck. 

“ 1 bushel. 

“ 1 quarter. 

“ 1 load. 

[ for  dry  goods  only. 


MEASURES  OF  WEIGHT. 
Apothecaries'  Weight. 

20  grains  make  1 scruple. 

3 scruples  I dram. 

8 drams  “ 1 ounce. 

The  ounce  and  pound  being  the  same  as  in 
Troy  weight. 


Avoirdupois  Weight. 
grains  make  1 dram,  equal  27^.|  grains. 
J 6 drams  1 ounce  ‘‘  437|  “ 

16  ounces  “ 1 pound  (lb.)  or  7,000  “ 

14  pounds  “ 1 stone 

28  pounds  1 quarter  (qr.) 

4 quarters  ‘‘  1 hundredweight  (cwt.) 

20  cwt.  ‘‘  1 ton. 

This  weight  is  used  in  trade  and  commerce. 


Troy  Weight. 

24  grains  make  1 pennyweight,  equal  24  gr. 
20  pennywts.  *•  1 ounce  ‘‘  480  ‘‘ 

12  ounces  “ 1 pound  ‘‘  5,760  “ 

The  foregoing  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  pre- 
cious metals.  Diamonds  are  weighed  by  carats; 
151 4 carats  make  one  ounce  Troy,  equal  to  3 l-(i 
Troy  grains. 


Wool  Trade.  cwt. 

14  pounds  make  1 stone,  equal  to  0 
2 stone  “ 1 tod  “ 0 

64  tod  “ 1 wey  “ 1 

2 weys  “ 1 sack  “ 3 

12  sacks  *’  1 last  39 


qr.  lb. 

0 14 

1 0 
2 14 
1 0 
0 0 


MEASURE  OF  TIME. 

60  seconds  make  I minute. 

60  minutes  1 hour. 

24  hours  “ 1 day. 

7 days  “ 1 week. 

27  days,  7 hours,  43" 

min.,  5 sec.  “ 1 lunar  month. 

28,  29,  30,  or  31  days  1 calendar  month. 
12  calendar  months  “ 1 year. 

365  days  “ 1 common  year. 

366  days  “ 1 leap-year. 

In  400  years,  97  are  leap-years  and  303  com- 


Mint. — The  mint  establishment  of  the  United  States  consists  of  the  principal 
mint  at  Philadelphia  and  five  branches.  The  following  table  gives  the  localities 
of  the  several  mints,  the  dates  of  their  estabhshment,  and  the  coinage  of  each 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1860.  • 


MINTS. 

Coinage 

commenced. 

Gold, 

1859—60, 

Silver, 

1859—60. 

Copper, 

1859—60. 

Total, 

1859—60. 

Philadelphia 

New  Orleans 

Charlotte,  N C - 

1793 

1838 

1838 

1338 

1854 

1854 

$4,354,577 

169,000 

133,697 

69,477 

11,889,000 

6,831,532 

$857,076 

1,598,422 

$342,010 

$5,553,653 

1,767.422 

133,697 

69,477 

12.461.911 

7,053,758 

Dahlonega  Ga  ------------ 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

New  York,  (Assay-office) 

Total 

572,911 

222,226 

$23,447,283 

$3,250,635 

$342,000 

$27,039,918 

The  aggregate  coinage  of  the  mints,  from  1793  to  June  30,  1859,  has  been 
$716,229,594  56.  Of  this  amount,  $489,312,520  21  of  gold,  and  $3,584,165  38  of  sil- 
ver, were  derived  from  mines  of  the  United  States. 

The  standard  of  fineness  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United  States,  is 
900-1000ths,  equivalent  to  21  6-lOths  carats.  The  new  cent  is  composed  of  88  per 
cent,  copper  and  12  per  cent,  nickel.  The  alloy  of  silver  coins  is  copper,  and  of 
gold  coins  copper  and  silver. 
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The  Work  of  Missions.— The  labors  of  modern  missionaries  have  given  to 
20,000,000  of  people  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  America  the  benefit  of  a written  langu-age, 
through  which  they  have  diffused  a knowledge  of  Christ  and  his  word.  Fifteen 
unwritten  languages  have  been  reduced  to  wi’iting,  and  the  Bible  has  been  trans- 
lated, in  whole  or  in  part,  into  more  than  twenty,  and  its  truths  taught  in  at  least 
thirty,  by  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Board  alone.  In  Africa,  twenty  dia- 
lects have  been  reduced  to  writing,  in  one  of  which,  the  language  of  three  mill- 
ions of  men,  a newspaper  is  published,  printed  by  the  natives,  and  circulating 
among  3,000  readers.  The  word  of  God  has  been  translated  and  a Christian  lit- 
erature commenced  for  five-sixths  of  the  heathen  population  of  the  w’orld.  In 
Africa,  about  one  hundred  churches  have  been  organized,  into  which  over  10,000 
converts  have  been  gathered.  In  India,  1,170  missionaries,  native  preachers,  and 
catechists  are  employed ; 75,000  scholars,  including  15,000  Hindoo  girls,  are  taught 
in  the  mission  schools ; and  125,000  converts  are  now  living.  In  China,  about  90 
missionaries  are  laboring  at  14  stations.  Throughout  the  whole  missionary  field, 
nearly  3,000  European  and  American  missionaries  and  their  assistants,  and  more 
than  6,000  native  helpers  are  engaged,  through  whom  about  500,000  have  been 
brought  under  the  influence  of  the  truth. 


Lightning  invariably  follows  the  hest  continuous  conductor ; but  no  conductor 
is  good,  unless  it  is  continuous.  Our  thunder-storms  usually  come  from  the  north- 
west, preceded  by  an  electric  atmosphere,  and  lightning-rods  should  be  erected  so 
as  to  protect  those  parts  of  buildings  most  exposed.  A wu’e  one-fourth  of  an  inch 
thick  is  sufficient,  provided  there  be  a stiff  metallic  point  on  every  prominent  part 
of  the  building,  with  as  many  outlets  in  the  ground  as  there  are  points  in  the  air, 
and  all  the  points  connected  with  the  main  wure  by  cross  ^vires.  Galvanized  wire 
is  preferable,  as  it  does  not  rust. 


Oreide. — This  is  a new  metallic  alloy,  extensively  used  as  a cheap  substitute 
for  gold,  which  it  closely  resembles.  It  is  composed  of  pure  copper  100  parts, 
zinc  or  tin  17  parts,  magnesia  G,  sal-ammoniac  3 3-5,  quicklime  1 4-5,  tartar  of 
commerce  9.  it  is  fine-grained,  ductile,  malleable ; can  be  cast,  rolled,  drawn, 
stamped,  chased,  beaten  into  a powder,  and  used  in  all  respects  like  gold.  Its  dis- 
covery will  place  within  the  reach  of  the  multitude  many  works  of  art  heretofore 
confined  to  the  rich.  Immense  quantities  of  jewelry  are  now  made  of  it. 


Atlantic  Cable.— Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  recover  this  cable  at 
the  American  end ; but  in  every  instance  in  which  it  was  hooked,  it  parted  and 
again  sunk,  cither  before  reaching  the  surface  or  after  a small  portion  had  been 
drawn  in.  The  recovered  portions  varied  exceedingly  in  condition,  but  in  general 
the  iron  wires  and  the  sewing  had  become  worthless,  while  the  gutta  percha  and 
copper  wire  enclosed  were  still  in  good  condition. 


Sewing  Machines.— It  was  shown,  before  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  at 
Washington,  that  the  annual  sewing  labor  on  ladies’  and  misses’  gaiter  boots  and 
shoes  made  in  Massachusetts  costs  $2,500,000 ; and  that  it  would  cost  $10,000,000 
to  do  the  same  work  by  hand.  In  the  single  article  of  shirts,  were  all  that  are 
worn  in  the  United  States  made  by  machines,  the  annual  saving  would  be  over 
$12,000,000 ; and  in  ready-made  clothing  $75,000,000. 


Himalaya  Mountains.— The  summit  of  one  of  these  named  Ibiganuri  has 
been  reached  by  two  brothers,  22,260  feet  above  the  sea  level.  The  peak  now 
called  Mt.  Everest  is  the  highest  known  summit  in  the  world,  being  considerably 
over  29,000  feet  high.  It  is  called  by  the  Nepaulese  Gorishauta,  and  by  the  Thib- 
etians  Chingofanmara.  • 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  SOCIETIES,  ETC. 

BOSTON. — AxM.  Board  for  For.  Missio.ns,  1st  Tues.  in  Oct. ; Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Seiah  B.  Treat,  Sec's;  J.  M.  Gordon,  Treas.,  Miss. -house,  33  Pemberton-square ; Rev.  Geo. 
W.  Wood,  Sec.,  A.  Merwin,  Agent  m New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues. 
in  May  ; Rev.  Jos.  G.  Warren,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  33  Somerset-st.  Am.  Educa.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  J.  N. 
Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Cornhill.  Am.  Tract  Soc  (national)  N.  E.  Branch, 
G.  Punchard,  Sec.,  C.  E.  Converse,  Treas.,  78  Washington-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  at  Boston,  last 
Wed.  in  May;  Rev.  J.  W.  Alvord,  Rev.  J.  P.  Warren,  Sec’s;  Henry  HjU,  Treas.,  28  Cornhill. 
Mass.  Ho.me  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.D.,  Sec.,  Cong’i  Lib.  Mass.  S.-S.  Soc.,  Rev.  A. 
Bullard,  Sec.,  M.  H.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Agt.,  141  Wasli- 
ingtori-st.  South.  Aid  Soc.,  Rev.  L.  H.  Farnham,  Sec.  and  Treas. 

NEW  YORK. — Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  John  C.  Brigham,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jos. 
Holdich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jas.  H.  McNeill,  Sec’s ; Caleb  T.  Rowe,  Esq.,  Gen.  Agt.,  Henry  P’isher,  Esq., 
Assist.  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-place.  Am.  and  For.  Bib.  Soc.,  Rev.  D.  C.  Haynes,  Cor.  Sec. 
Geo.  Gault,  Treas.,  U.  D.  Ward,  Dep.  Agt.,  115  Nassau-st.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm.  H.  WyckofF, 
LL.  D..  Cor.  Sec.,  Rev.  C.  A.  Buckbee,  Assist.  Treas. ,350  Broome-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  Wed.  pie- 
ced. 2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hallock,  D.  D.,  Rev.  0.  Eastman,  Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson, 
D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; 0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home  Miss.  Soc.j 
Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev,  Milton  Badger,  D D.,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Daniel 
P.  Noyes,  Sec’s;  C.  R.  Robert,  Treas.,  Benj.  G.  Talb«rt,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible-house,  A.stor-place. 
Am.  Bap.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  Benj.  M Hill,  D.  D , Sec.,  115  Nassau-st.  Board  of  For.  Miss. 
of  Pres.  Church,  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  Rev.' John  C.  Lowrie,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  L.  Wilson,  D.  D., 
Cor.  Sec’s;  Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas.,  23  Centre-st.  Am.  and  For.  Chris.  Union,  Tues.  preced.  2d 
Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Robert  Baird,  D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  E.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s,  Edward  Ver- 
non, Gen.  Ag.  and  Assist.  Treas.,  156  Chambers-st.  Am.  Seamen’s  Friend  Soc.,  Mond.  preced. 
2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  H.  Loomis,  Rev.  S.  B.  S.  Bissell,  Sec’s.  S.  Brown,  Assist.  Treas,  80 
Wall-st.  Am.  Temp.  Union,  2d  Thurs.  in  May,  evening;  Rev.  J.  Marsh,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  No.  10 
Park  bank.  Prot.  Epis.  Church  Miss. — Domestic  Com.,  Rev.  R.  B.  Van  Kleeck,  D.  D.,  Sec. 
and  Gen.  Ag.,  17  Bible-house;  For.  Com.,  Rev.  S.  D.  Denison,  Sec.,  No.  19  Bible-house.  Evan. 
Knowledge  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  Dyer,  D.  D.,  11  Bible-house.  Meth. — Book  Concern,  Rev.  T.  Carl- 
ton and  Rev.  J.  Porter,  Agents,  200  Mulberry;  Mission.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  Cor.  Sec.,  Rev. 
T.  Carlton,  Treas.,  200  Mulberry-st. ; S.-S. Union,  Rev.  D.  Wise,  Cor.  Sec. ; Tract  Soc.,  M.  E . Ch., 
J.  B.  Edwards,  Treas. ; Rev.  J.  Floy,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  200  Mulberry-st.  Ref.  Dutch — Dom. 
Mission,  Rev.  A.  Du  Bois,  Cor.  Sec. ; Board  of  pub.,  Wm.  Ferris,  Agent,  61  Franklin-st.,  Jno.  I. 
Brower,  Treas. ; Foreign  Mission,  Rev.  Philip  Peltz,  Paterson.,  N.  J.,  Cor.  Sec. ; E.  A.  Flayt.  863 
Broadway,  Treas.  Soc.  for  Coll,  and  Theol.  Educ.  at  West,  Rev.  T.  Baldwin,  Sec.,  80  Wall- 
st.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Jocelyn,  Sec’s;  L.  Tappan,  Treas., 
48  Beekman-st.  Am.  and  For.  Anti-Slavery  Soc.,  L.  Tappan,  Cor.  Sec.,  48  Beekman-st.  N. 
Y.  State.Colon.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  27  Bible-house,  Astor-place.  South. 
Aid  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; G.  Hallock,  Treas.,  91  Wall-st.  N.  Y.  S.-S. 
Union,  R.  G.  Pardee.  Agt.,  599  Broadway;  and.AM.  S.-S.  Union,  Rev.  J.  H.  Burtis,  Sec.,  G.  S. 
Scofield,  Agent.  599  Broadway.  New  York  Sab.  Com.,  Rev,  R.  S.  Cook,  21  Bible-house. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  929  Chestnut-sU,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Agt.  and  Supt.  Colp. ; Am.  S.-S.  Union,  F.  A.  Packard,  Esq.,  Rec.  Sec.,  1122 ’®hestnut-st.  Gen. 
Assem.  Boards — Domestic  Missions,  910  Arch-st.,  Rev.  G.  MusgraA^,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; Rev. 
R.  Happersett,  D.  D.,  Coord.  Sec.,  S.  D.  Powel,  Esq.,  Treas.  Board  of  Education,  821  Chestnut- 

st..  Rev. , Cor.  Sec.;  Wm.  Chester,  D.  D.,  Asso.  Sec-;  William  Main,  Treas. 

Board  of  Publication,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  Cor.  Sec. ; Rev.  W.  M.  Engles, 
D.  D.,  Editor;  Jos.  P.  Engles,  Publish.  Agt. ; Jas.  Dunlap,  Esq.,  Treas.  Am.  Bap.  Publica.  Soc., 
530  Arch-st. ; Rev.  B.  Griffiths,  Sec.,  Rev.  J.  N.  Brown,  Ed.  Sec.,  Jas.  S.  Dickinson,  Dep.  Agt. 
and  Assis.  Treas.  Penn.  Bjble  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st.,  Jos.  H.  Dulles,  Sec.  Phila.  Educa.  Soc., 
3d  Tuesdayin  March;  Chas.  Brown,  Sec.;  Wm.  Purves,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Phila.  Home 
Miss.  Soc.,  4th  Tues.  in  April;  Rev.  Robert  Adair,  Sec.,  H.  Perkins,  Treas  , 1334  Chestnut-st. 
Luth.  Board  op  Pub.,  first  Tues.  each  month,  42  North  ninth-st.  Pres.  Pub.  Com.,  1364  Chest- 
nut-st., Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  Sec. ; William  Purves,  Treas. 

PITTSBURGH.— Gen.  Synod  of  Luth.  Church,  in  United  States,  3d  Thurs.  in  May. 
General  Lutheran  Societies  at  the  same  time  and  place:  Parent  Educa.,  Home  Miss.,  For. 
Miss.,  Church  Extension,  Histor.,  and  Publication  Soc’s. 

WASHINGTON. — American  Colonization  Society,  3d  Tues.  in  Jan. ; Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor. 
Sec. ; Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  Fin.  Sec. 

RICHMOND. — Sou.  Bap.  Conv. — For.  Miss.  Board,  Rev.  J.  B.  Taylor,  Rev.  A.  M.  Poindexter, 
Sec’s;  Dom.  Miss.  Board,  Rev.  J.  Walker,  Sec. ; Bible  Board,  W.  C.  Buck,  Sec.,  Nashville. 
CHARLESTON. — Southern  Baptist  Publication  Soc.  Rev.  I.  P.  Tustin,  Sec. 
MINISTERS’  MEETINGS. — Gen.  Conference  in  Maine,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
New  Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  Aug.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  As- 
sociA.,  Mass.,  4th  Tues.  in  June.  Evan  Conso.,  R L,  2d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  Conn.,  3d 
Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.'Conven.  Prot.  Epis.  Ch.,  1st  Wed. 
in  Oct.  Gen.  Assembly  Pres.  Church,  3d  Thurs.  in  May.  Gen.  Confer.  M.  E.  Church, 
May  every  4th  year  from  1860.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Dutch  Church,  on  the  Jst  Wed.  in  June. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS.— New  E\g.,  Newport,  R.  I.  Second  day  after  2d  Sixth 
day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  York,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third  Second  day 
in  Fourth  mo.  Balti.,  last  Second  day  but  one  in  Tenth  mo.  North  Carolina,  New  Garden, 
Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Eleventh  mo.  Ohio,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Second  day  after 
first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana,  Whitewater,  on  Fifth  day  preced.  first  First  day  in  Tenth  mo. 
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NEW  AND  BEAUTIFUL  BOOKS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

FLOWERS  OF  SPRING-TIME,  a richly-illustrated  quarto,  with  colored  front- 
ispiece, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  choice  engravings ; $2,  of  $2  50  gilt. 

BLIND  BARTIMEUS,  or  the  Story  of  a Sightless  Sinner  and  his  great  Physi- 
cian, by  Rev.  Dr.  Whlliam  J.  Hoge  of  New  York;  35c.,  or  45c.  gilt. 

LIFE  OF  REV.  RICHARD  KNILL,  the  mdin  on  fire  for  the  conversion  of  souls, 
in  India,  in  St.  Petersburg,  in  England;  40c.,  or  55c.  gilt. 

HASTE  TO  THE  RESCUE — wonderful  success  of  a Lady’s  efforts  for  the  ref- 
ormation and  conversion  of  Intemperate  Husbands  and  their  AVives ; 30c.,  or 
40c.  gilt. 

THE  REVIVAL  AND  ITS  LESSONS,  by  Rev.  Dr.  James  W.  Alexander ; 25c., 
or  35c.  gilt. 

SEAMEN’S  NARRATIVES,  with  ten  engravings  ; 30c.,  or  40c.  gilt. 

TO  THE  POOR  THE  GOSPEL  IS  PREACHED,  by  Rev.  John  M.  Mason, 
D.  D. ; 10c.,  or  15c.  gilt. 

MRS.  LIZZIE  G.  CALDERW^OOD,  a self-sacrificing  Missionary  in  Northern 
India;  10c.,  or  15c.  gilt. 

LIFE  ILLUSTRATED. 

MOST  ATTRACTIVE  BOOKS  FOR  THE  YOUNG,  WITH  ENGRAVINGS. 

THE  BLUE  FLAG;  adapted  to  the  Sailor  and  all  who  care  for  him;  30c.,  or 
40c.  gilt. 

AMY  AND  HER  BROTHERS ; waywardness  in  contrast  with  industry,  econ- 
omy, and  fidelity;  25c.,  or  35c.  gilt. 

EMILY  AND  UNCLE  HANSE ; showing  how  happy  and  useful  a little  girl  may 
be ; 25c.,  or  35c.  gilt. 

THE  ROCKET,  or  History  of  George  Stephenson,  by  Mrs.  H.  C.  Knight;  25c., 
or  35c.  gilt. 

MARCIA  AND  ELLEN,  children  of  an  intemperate  Lawyer;  20c.,  or  30c.  gilt. 

THE  GOLD  BRACELET,  or  tne  Bhnd  Basket-maker’s  Children ; 20c.,  or  30c. 
gilt. 

THE  FLOWER-BOY  OF  THE  PRAIRIE ; a poor  Boy  raised  to  be  a prosper- 
ous Merchant;  20c.,  or  30c.  gilt. 

THE  FISHERMAN’S  BOY,  under  ^reat  disadvantages  becoming  successful 
and  useful;  20c.,  or  30c.  gilt, 

SKETCHES  FOR  THE  YOUNG,  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Belcher;  facts  contain- 
ing useful  and  instructive  lessons;  20c.,  or  30c.  gilt. 

MAY  COVERLY,  the  trials  and  success  of  a young  Dressmaker;  30c.,  or  40c. 
gilt. 

ABEL  GREY,  a poor  Boy  raised  to  be  a distinguished  Musician ; 30c.,  or  40c.  gilt. 

HANNAH  LEE,  the  faithful  Domestic;  30c.,  or 40c.  gilt. 

MACKEREL  WILL,  a neglected  child  of  poverty  elevated  to  citizenship  and 
worth;  20c.,  or  30c.  gilt. 

SQUARE  SIZE,  FINELY  ILLUSTRATED. 

CHILD’S  HISTORY  OF  THE  APOSTLE  PAUL,  by  the  author  of  “That 
Sweet  Story  of  Old;”  25c.,  or  35c.  gilt. 

SKETCHES  FROM  THE  HISTORY  OF  JERICHO,  iUustrating  the  power  of 
faith  ; 30c.  cloth  gilt,  paper  gilt  20c. 

STRANGERS  IN  GREENLAND,  the  Danish  Missionary  Hans  and  his  wife 
Egede;  cloth  gilt  25c.,  paper  gilt  15c. 

THE  YOUNG  HOP-PICKERS ; Swedish  Nurse-maid ; Charles  Atwell ; Cotta- 
ger’s Wife  ; Russian  Tailor  ; Dairyman  ; Lucy’s  Pet ; and  New  Parasol ; each  15c. 

THE  JAIL-BIRD,  and  the  ORE-BANK,  each  20c. 

THE  YOUTH’S  CABINET. 

Seventy-six  Volumes  of  beautiful  Narratives,  in  a case ; $5. 
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CHILDEEN’S  LIBRAEY. 

One  hundred  Stories  bound  in  fifty  Volumes,  in  a case ; $2  50. 

LITTLE  CHILDEEN;S  LIBRARY. 

Twenty-four  Volumes,  largely  ilkistrated,  in  a case ; $1  25. 

BIBLE  HELPS. 

FAMILY  BIBLE,  with  Notes,  Instructions,  Maps,  and  Tables.  In  one  volume, 
$2  25  sheep,  S3  gilt,  S4  25  morocco.  In  a set  of  three  volumes,  $2  cloth,  $2  75  gilt. 

NEW  TESTAMENT  AND  PSALMS,  with  Notes ; 70c.  cloth,  95c.  gilt. 

DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE,  with  Chronological  Table,  five  Maps, 
and  250  engravings ; 80c.  cloth,  or  SI  gilt,  $1  25  sheep,  $2  25  morocco. 

CRUDEN’S  CONDENSED  CONCORDANCE  ; $1  sheep. 

LOCKE’S  COMMONPLACE-BOOK  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE ; 60c.  or  85c.  gilt. 

YOUTH’S  BIBLE  STUDIES,  complete  in  six  parts ; in  a case,  $1  50,  or  $2  gilt. 

GALLAUDET’S  YOUTH’S  SCRIPTURE  BIOGRAPHY,  complete  in  eleven  vol- 
umes, with  49  engravings  ; in  a case,  $2  75. 

BEAUTIFULLY  ILLUSTRATED  VOLUMES. 

BUNYAN’S  PILGRIM’S  PROGRESS,  in  large  type,  including  his  “Grace 
Abounding  to  the  chief  of  Sinners $1  cloth,  $1  50  gilt,  $2  morocco. 

SKETCHES  FROM  LIFE,  Series  I.  and  II.  These  two  volumes  comprise  more 
than  three  hundred  and  fifty  interesting  and  impressive  narratives,  with  many 
engravings  ; each  60c.,  or  80c.  gilt. 

LADY  HUNTINGTON  AND  HER  FRIENDS,  with  four  steel  Portraits;  50c., 
or  70c.  gilt. 

LIFE  OF  REV.  GEORGE  WHITEFIELD,  with  steel  Portrait  and  Engravings ; 
55c.,  or  75c.  gilt. 

THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGER. 

Solid  religious  instruction  and  interesting  narrative.  Issued  monthly  at  25 
cents  a single  copy ; 6 copies  to  one  address  $1 ; 20  copies  $3 ; 40  copies  $5. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER, 

A monthly  sheet  of  surpassing  interest  for  the  young,  with  beautiful  engravings. 
Ten  copies  for  the  year  to  one  address  $1 ; 50  copies  $4  50 ; 100  copies  $8. 

FULL  CATALOGUES  of  the  Society’s  books,  with  price  of  each  and  cost  of 
postage;  also  descriptive  Catalogues  of  its  publications,  will  be  forwarded  on 
application  to  the  Depositary,  or  to  any  of  the  Society’s  Agencies. 


FORM  OF  A BEQUEST. 

I bequeath  to  my  Executors  the  sum  of dollars,  in  trust,  to  pay 

over  the  same  in after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same  is 

payable,  shall  act  as  Treasurer  of  the Society,  formed  in 

in  the  "year to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses  and  purposes  of  said 

Society,  and  under  its  direction. 


TABLE  OF  SIMPLE  INTEREST  AT  SIX  PER  CENT. 
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The  interest  of  any  sum  in  dollars  for  6 days,  is  the  same  sum  in  mills : viz.  of 
$100,  100  mills  or  10  cents ; of  $6,600  mills,  or  $6  60,  etc.  Money  at  compound 
interest  will  double  itself  in  11  years,  10  months,  and  22  days. 


HINTS  FOR  EMERGENCIES. 

House  on  Fire.— On  being  awakened  at  night  by  an  alarm  of  fire,  it  is  partic- 
ularly important  to  preserve  presence  of  mind,  and  not  to  act  till  a moment  has 
been  taken  for  reflection.  Preservation  maj^  dejiend  on  the  choice  made  of  going 
up  or  down  stairs,  or  on  some  selection  of  movement  equally  unimportant  in  ordi- 
nary circumstances.  In  making  way  through  a burning  house,  it  is  best  to  creep 
along  on  hands  and  knees,  the  freest  air  being  to  be  had  close  to  the  floor. 

Chimney  on  Fire. — Should  a fire  break  out  in  a chimney,  a blanket  wetted 
should  be  nailed  above  the  fireplace,  and  snsj^ended  so  as  to  cover  the  opening 
entirely ; the  fire  will  then  commonly  go  out  of  itself.  A solution  of  pearlash  in 
water  thrown  upon  a fire  extinguishes  it  instantly.  Dissolve  a quarter  of  a pound 
in  hot  water,  and  pour  into  a bucket  of  water. 

Escape  fro3I  Fire. — In  case  of  a person’s  clothes  being  set  on  fire,  instead  of 
throwing  open  the  door  and  running  into  the  road,  let  the  person,  particularly  if 
a female,  whose  dress  ignites  rapidly,  fall  on  the  ground,  and  roll  in  a carpet,  rug, 
blanket,  curtain,  cloak,  or  whatever  thick  woollen  article  may  be  at  hand.  If  any 
other  persons  are  present,  they  should  assist  in  doing  this,  and  be  particularly 
careful  to  keep  doors  and  windows  shut,  as  every  draught  of  air  feeds  the  flames, 
which  it  is  the  object  to  suppress. 

To  Restore  Persons  apparently  Drowned. — Send  quickly  for  medical  assist- 
ance. Cautions : Avoid  aU  rough  usage.  Never  hold  up  the  body  by  the  feet, 
nor  rub  it  with  salt  or  spirits.  Convey  the  body  carefully,  with  the  head  and 
shoulders  supported  in  a raised  position,  to  the  nearest  house.  Strip  the  body 
and  rub  it  dry ; then  wrap  it  in  hot  blankets,  and  place  it  in  a warm  bed  in  a 
warm  chamber  free  from  smoke.  To  restore  the  warmth  of  the  body,  carefully 
move  a heated  covered  warming-pan  over  the  back  and  spine.  Put  bladders  or 
bottles  of  hot  water  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  the  armpits,  and  to  the  soles  of  the 
feet.  Foment  the  body  with  hot  flannels.  Rub  the  body  briskly  but  not  roughly 
with  the  hand,  but  do  not  suspend  the  use  of  the  other  means.  If  possible, 
immerse  the  body  in  a warm  bat/u 

How  TO  Prolong  Life..— The  difference  between  rising  in  the  morning  at  six 
o’clock  and  at  eight,  for  forty  yeai’s,  amounts  to  29,200  hours ; or  ten  years,  reck- 
oning eight  working  hours  to  a day.  Thus  by  gaining  two  hours  a day  from 
unnecessary  sleep,  or  from  idle  and  misspent  time,  ten  years  of  active  life  may  be 
added  to  a hfe  of  forty  years. 

HOW  TO  AID  THE  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

1.  First  of  all,  with  your  whole  heart  take  Christ  for  your  Saviour,  and  the 
spreading  of  his  salvation  for  your  business  in  life. 

2.  Supply  yourself  with  its  tracts  and  cards  for  all  classes,  and  distribute  them 
freely  and  discreetly  to  lead  men  to  Christ — by  letters,  Avith  a friendly  word,  and 
in  passing  to  and  fro. 

3.  Secure  a monthly  visitation  of  every  family  in  your  neighborhood  with  a 
monthly  tract,  and  Avith  personal  efforts  for  their  temporal  and  eternal  salvation. 

4.  Secure  a colporteur  to  canvass  the  county  in  Avhich  you  live,  and  provide  for 
his  salary,  expenses,  and  donations. 

5.  Loan  or  give  the  best  volumes  of  tlie  Society  AAdiere  they  Avlll  be  most  use- 
ful, Avith  special  commendation  and  requests  to  read  them. 

G.  Procure  subscribers  to  the  Messenger  and  Child’s  Paper. 

7.  Secure  an  annual  collection  for  the  Society  in  your  church  and  congregation. 

8.  Gain  donations  and  legacies  from  friends. 

9.  Contribute  to  its  funds  as  the  Lord  prospers  you. 

10.  Remember  it  in  your  Avill. 

11.  Pray  that  it  may  be  preeminently  Christlike  in  its  teachings,  its  spirit,  and 
its  labors,  and  that  God’s  bless  ng  may  rest  richly  upon  it. 

12.  Write,  if  so  enabled  by  God,  something  Avorthy  to  be  ])crpetuated  among 
its  publications,  and  save  souls  long  after  you  are  gone  to  your  rcAvard. 


3IEMORANDA  FOR  1863. 

Jax  1.  Circum. ; 5,  ‘2d  S.  aft.  Cliri>tmas;  6,  Epiph  ; 1‘2,  Jsl  S.  aft.  Epiph.* 

10,  *2d  S.  aft.  Epiph.;  ‘25,  Conv.  of  St.  Paul;  ‘2(i,  3d  S.  aft.  Epiph.  Feb.  ‘j’ 

4th  S.  aft.  Epiph.,  and  Purif.  of  Vir.  Mary;  9,  5th  S.  aft.  Epiph.;  10,  Septuageeima ; ‘23,  Sexa- 
gesima;  ‘24,  St.  Matthias.  March  *2,  (^ujuquagesima  S. ; 5,  Ash-Wednesday  ; if,  Isl  S.  in  Lent; 
10,  2d  S.  in  Lent;  23,  3d  S.  iii  Lent;  25,  Annun.  of  Vir.  Mary;  30,  4ih  S.  in  Lent.  April  0,  5th 
S.  in  Lent.;  13,  OCh  S.  in  Lent;  IS,  Good-Friday;  20,  Easter  S. ; 21,  Easter  Mon.;  ‘22,  iiaster 
Tues.  ; 25,  St.  Mark  ; 27,  1st  S.  aft.  Easter.  May  1,  Sts.  Philip  and  James;  4,  ‘2d  S.  aft  Easter; 
11,3d  S.  aft.  Easter;  18,4th  S.  aft.  Easter;  ‘25,  5th  S.  aft.  Easter,  ‘29,  Ascension.  June  l.S.  aft. 
Ascen.;  8,  Whit-Sunday  ; 11,  St.  Barnabas;  15,  Trinity-Sunday  ; ‘22,  1st  S.  aft.  Trim;  ‘24,  John 
the  Baptist;  29,  St.  Peter,  and  2d  S.  aft.  Trin.  July  0,  3d  S.  aft.  Trim;  13,  4th  S.  aft.  Trim; 
•20,  5th  S.  aft.  Trill.;  *25,  St  James;  ‘27,  Gth  S.  aft.  Trin.  Aug.  3,  7th  S.  aft.  3'rin.;  10,  Sth  s! 
aft.  Trin.;  17,  9th  S.  aft.  Trin.  ; ‘24,  St.  Bartholomew,  10th  S.  aft.  Trin.  ; 31,  11th  S.  aft.  Trim 
Sept.  7,  12th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  14,  13th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  ‘21,  14th  S.  aft.  Trin.,  and  St.  Matthew;  ‘28,' 
15th  S.  aft.  Trim;  ‘29,  St.  Michael  and  All-Angels.  Oct.  5,  IGth  S.  aft.  Trim;  12,  17th  S aft. 
Trim;  18,  St.  Luke;  19,  Isth  S.  alt.  Trin.;  20,  19th  S.  aft.  Trim;  28,  Sts  Simon  and  Jude. 
Nov.  1,  All-Saints;  2,  ‘20th  S.  aft.  Trim;  9,  21st  S.  aft.  Trin.;  10,  ‘22d  S.  aft.  Trim;  ‘23,  23d  S. 
aft.  Trin.;  30,  Advent  S.,  and  St.  Andrew.'  Dec.  7,  2d  S.  in  Advent;  14, -3d  S.  in  Advent;  21  j 
4th  S.  in  Advent,  and  St.  Thomas;  *25,  Christmas;  20,  St.  Stephen;  27,  St.  John  Evan.;  ‘28, 
Holy  Innocents;  ‘29,  1st  S.  aft.  Christmas. 


RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

Letters,  within  the  United  States  not  over  3,000  miles,  3 cents  each  ^ cz, ; over  3.000  miles, 
10  cents:  must  be  prepaid.  To  the  British  N.  A.  Provinces,  under  3,000  miles,  10  cts. ; over 
3,000,  15  cts..  prepaid  or  not.  Drop  letters  I ct.  prepaid  or  not;  advertised  letters  1 ct.  Letters 
to  two  or  more  persons  in  one  envelope  are  illegal.  Ship-letters  to  any  United  States  port,  0 cts  ; 
if  forwarded  inland,  2 cts.  and  the  usual  United  States  postage. 

'Weekly  Papers  to  subscribers  in  the  county,  free,  ^'^'^pers  and  periodicals  not  over  L^  oz. 
within  the  state,  \ ct.,  out  of  the  state  g ct.,  if  paid  quarterly  in  advance.  Small  papers,  monthky 
or  oftener,  and  pamphlets  not  over  10  pp.  8vo.  in  packages  weighing  ^ pound  or  more,  if  prepaid 
by  stamps  to  one  address,  .g  ct.  per  oz.  Papers  not  prepaid,  double  the  above  rates.  Books  not 
over  4 pounds,  1 ct.  per  oz.  under  3,000  miles;  if  over,  2 cts.  Papers,  etc.,  closely  sealed,  or  with 
additional  printing  or  writ.ng  on  them  or  the  wrappers,  pay  letter  postage.  PCiblishers  of  period- 
icals exchange  one  copy  free;  and  may  enclose  bills  and  receipts  to  sub.scribers. 

Foreign  Postage.  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
each  half  ounce:  To  England.  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  ‘24  cts.  ; to  France  and  Algeria  by  French 
mails,  15  cts.  quarter  ounce.  By  the  Bremen  or  Hamburg  mails  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Ham- 
burg is  10  cts.  ; to  Frankfort  and  Wurtemburg.  ‘22  cts.  ; to  the  German  states,  Prussia,  Austria 
and  its  states,  and  l^ombardy,  15  cts.  ; to  the  Sardinian  states,  30  cts.  ; to  Papal  states.  ‘28  cts  ; 
to  the  Two  Sicilies,  ‘22  cts. ; to  Denmark,  ‘25  cts. ; to  Sweden,  33  cts.  ; to  Norway,  38  cts. ; to  Rus- 
sia. ‘29  cts.  By  the  Prussian  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail,  the  postage  to  these  countries  is 
higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  to  them,  excepting  to  the  Two  Sicilies,  is  optional ; as  also 
to  Canada  and  the  British  North  American  states,  where  the  postage  is  10  cents  under  3.000 
miles,  and  15  cents  over.  To  the  following,  postage  must  be  prepaid  : To  British  West  Indies, 
Aspinwall,  Panama,  New  Granada,  and  Mexico,  10  cts.  under  2,500  miles,  ‘20  cts.  over;  to  Peru. 
22  cts.;  to  Ecuador.  Bolivia,  and  Chili,  34-'Cts.  ; to  Sandwich  Islands,  New  South  Wales,  and 
China,  by  mail  to  San  Francisco,  thence  by  private  ship,  10  cts.  ; to  China  and  Australia  via 
England,  33  cts. ; via  Marseilles,  45  cents. 
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ASTROJVOMICAIi  ITEMS. 


On  July  11,  18G1,  a meteorite  fell  at  Dhurmsalla  in  India,  accompanied 
and  loud  explosions.  The  most  curious  fact  connected  with  it  was,  that  the  fr^| 
ments  picked  up  at  once  after  they  fell  were  so  cold  as  to  benumb  the  fingers, 
wliile  the  surface  appeared  as  if  it  had  been  in  a state  of  fusion  just  before  fall- 
ing. If  so,  the  rapid  ignition  of  the  surface  did  not  reach  the  interior ; which  thus 
brought  to  human  senses  the  first  recorded  recognition  of  the  intense  cold  of  the 
interplanetary  regions. 

The  great  comet  of  1861  made  its  appearance  in  the  northern  hemisphere  very 
suddenly.  It  was  seen  at  the  Sidney  Observatory  in  Australia  on  May  13.  On 
June  29,  it  was  not  detected  at  the  Cambridge  Observatory,  but  on  the  30th  it 
was  the  most  conspicuous  object  in  the  north-western  sky.  On  the  second  of 
July  the  head  appeared  to  the  naked  eye  brighter  than  a star  of  the  first  magni- 
tude, nearly  equal  to  the  great  comet  of  1858  about  October  1.  Its  train  was  a 
narrow  straight  ray,  15,000,000  of  miles  long,  and  extending  over  106^ ; while  the 
great  comet  of  Donati  was  above  50,000,000  of  miles  long,  though  it  covered  only 
about  60^ — the  apparent  length  of  a comet’s  train  de^Dending  not  only  on  its  real 
length,  but  on  its  distance,  its  position  as  to  the  line  of  view,  and  the  clearness  of 
the  atmosphere.  The  comet  of  1861  moved  in  a parabolic  orbit,  and  probably 
never  before  visited  our  solar  system,  and  never  will  return.  AU  attempts  to  pho- 
tograph it  were  in  vain. 

Mr.  Bond  of  the  Cambridge  Observatory,,  by  careful  experiments,  finds  the 
average  light  of  the  San,  compared  with  that  of  the  mean  full  Moon,  to  be  as 
470,980  to  one.  Compared  with  Venus  at  its  greatest  brilliancy,  as  622,600,000  to 
one.  To  Jupiter,  as  3,028,350,006  to -one.  To  Sirius,  as  5,970,500,000  to  one.  To 
Alpha  Centauri,  as  18,924,000,000  to -one.  To  Bigel,  as  25,586.500,000  to  one.  And 
to  Spica  Yirginis,  as  52,001,000,000  to  one.  Thus  the  light  of  Venus  is  nearly  five 
times  that  of  Jupiter,  and  that  of  the  Moon  6,430  times. 

The  star  Sirius  has  long  been  known  to  have  certain  slight  anomalies  in 
motion,  which  Mr.  Safibrd  of  Cambridge  has  studied  with  care.  He  thinks  they 
can  only  be  explained  on  the  hypothesis  that  Sirius  revolves  around  an  invisible 
companion  at  a very  considerable  distance,  in  a period  probably  of  about  fifty 
years. 

Messrs.  Bout  and  Mannheim,  sent  by  the  French  government  to  Algeria,  to 
observe  the  great  solar  eclipse  of  July,  1860,  both  saw  a luminous  point  on  the 
Moon’s  disc,  one  with  a telescoi>e  and:  the  other  with  the  naked  eye.  This  phe- 
nomenon was  observed  in  1776  by  Admiral  XJlloa  and  his  companions,  and  in  1842 
by  M.  Valz  at  Marseilles ; but  has  hitherto  been  considered  an  illusion.  Mann- 
heim, however,  saw  it  so  unmistakably  as  to  have  no  doubt  of  its  reality.  Should 
it  prove  to  have  been  seen  always  at  the  same  spot,  the  only  explanation  would 
be  that  the  Moon  is  pierced  with  a hole. 

Diligent  search  was  made  at  Cambridge  Observatory,  from  January  18  to  April 
12,  for  the  small  planet  announced  by  Dr.  Lescarbault  between  Mercury  and  the 
Sun ; the  search  being  made  at  intervals  of  one  or  two  hours,  from  9 a.  m.  to  4 
r.  M.  No  testimony,  however,  has  been  gained,  either  there  or  elsewhere,  in  con- 
fii’mation  of  Dr.  Lescarbault’s  observations. 


Vitality  of  Toads. — ^Experiments  made  by  M.  Legrip  in  France,  show  that 
toads  placed  on  tiles  covered  with  pots,  sixteen  inches  under  ground,  lived  with- 
out food  an  average  of  23  months ; while  of  those  wholly  embedded  in  a mixed 
plaster,  some  were  found  living  at  the  end  of  28  months.  M.  Legrip  states  the  t 
toads  are  not  only  inoffensive,  but  exceedingly  useful  in  gardens,  destroying 
great  quantities  of  worms,  caterpillars,  and  insects  great  and  small,  and  thus 
protecting  many  useful  and  ornamental  plants.  [ 

Pure  water,  as  it  exists  in  nature,  is  not  colorless,  but  of  a blue  tint,  which  is' 
not  altered  by  the  mineral  ingredients  in  solution.  Any  variation  from  the  blue 
tint  in  pure  water  is  caused  by  ulmic  acids,  held  in  solution  by  alkalies. 
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ECL.IPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 86  3. 

There  will  be  four  Eclipses  this  year,  as  follows  : 

I.  A partial  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  May  17.  Invisible  in  the  United  States,  except  . 
in  California  and  Oregon.  At  San  Francisco  it  begins  at  6h.  57m.,  morning,  and 
ends  at  7h.  53m. 

II.  A total  Eclipse  of  the  Moon,  June  1,  in  the  evening.  Yisible  in  part  of  the 
United  States,  but  generally  as  a partial  eclipse.  The  shadow  will  appear  upon 
the  Moon  at  the  time  it  rises,  covering  about  two-thirds  of  its  surface,  and  passing 
off  in  about  45  minutes. 

HI.  An  annular  Echpse  of  the  Sun,  November  11.  Invisible  in  America. 

lY.  A partial  Echpse  of  the  Moon  in  the  morning  of  November  25.  Digits 
11.47.  Yisible  generally  throughout  the  United  States.  See  the  following  table. 

TABLE  OF  THE  LUNAR  ECLIPSE  OF  NOVEMBER  25. 


PLACES. 


Augusta,  Me. 

Portland 

Boston 

Lowell 

Concord 

Montpelier  -- 

Hartford 

New  Haven  - - 

Albany 

New  York--- 

Trenton 

Philadelphia - 
Baltimore  - - - 

Auburn 

Harrisburg  -- 
Washington  - 
Richmond  — 
Rochester  — 

Buffalo 

Raleigh 

Pittsburg 


Begins. 

Largest. 

Ends. 

PLACES. 

Begins.  | 

Largest. 

Ends. 

H.  M. 

2 36 

H.  M. 

4 17 

H.  M, 

5 57 

Charleston  — ^ 

H.  M.  i 

1 55  i 

H M. 

3 36 

11.  M. 

5 16 

2 34 

4 15 

5 55 

Savannah  

1 51  1 

3 32 

5 12 

2 31 

4 12 

5 52  i 

[Havana,  Cuba 

1 46 

3 27 

5 7 

2 30 

4 11 

5 51 

i Detroit 

1 43 

3 24 

5 4 

2 29 

4 10 

5 50 

|Cincinnati 

1 33 

3 19 

4 59 

2 25 

4 6 

5 46 

i Lansing 

1 38 

3 19 

4 59 

2 25 

4 6 

5 46 

iLexington 

1 Tallahassee 

1 38 

3 19 

4 59 

2 23 

4 4 

5 44 

1 37 

3 18 

4 58 

2 20 

4 1 

5 41 

1 Louisville 

1 33 

3 14 

4 54 

2 19 

4 0 

5 40 

i Indianapolis 

1 31 

3 12 

4 52 

2 17 

3 58 

5 38 

Nashville 

1 28 

3 9 

4 49 

2 15 

3 56 

5 36 

IChicago 

1 25 

3 6 

4 46 

2 9 

3 50 

5 30 

Mobile 

1 22 

3 3 

4 43 

2 9 

3 50 

5 30 

Madison 

1 17 

2 58 

4 38 

2 8 

3 49 

5 29 

New  Orleans ^ 

1 15 

2 56 

4 36 

2 7 

3 48 

5 23 

St.  Louis 

1.  13 

2 54 

4 34 

2 5 

3 46 

5 26 

jlowa  City 

1 8 

2 49 

4 28 

2 4 

3 45 

5 25 

■Austin ^ 

0 44 

2 25 

4 5 

2 0 

3 41 

5 21 

i Oregon  City pq 

*11  21 

0 52 

2 32 

2 0 

3 41 

5 21 

I San  Francisco 

*11  6 

0 46 

2 27 

1 55 

3 36 

5 16 

[Astoria 

*11  10 

0 51 

2 31 

CHRONOLOGIC  AE  CYCLES. 

Dominical  Letter,  D ; Golden  Number,  2 ; Jewish  Lunar  Cycle,  18 ; Epact,  11 ; 
Solar  Cycle,  24;  Roman  Indiction,  6;  Dionysian  Period,  192;  Julian  Period, 
6,576. 


MORNING  AND  EVENING  STARS. 

Yenus  will  be  Evening  Star  until  September  28,  then  Morning  Star  the  rest  of 
the  year.  Mars  will  be  Evening  Star  until  October  2,  then  Morning  Star  the  rest 
of  the  year.  Jupiter  will  be  Morning  Star  until  April  12,  Evening  Star  until 
October  31,  then  Morning  Star  the  rest  of  the  year.  Saturn  wiU  be  Morning  Star 
until  March  23,  Evening  Star  until  October  2,  then  Morning  Star  the  rest  of  the 
year.  • 


MERCURY. 

This  planet  wiU  be  visible  in  the  west  soon  after  sunset,  about  January  22,<ii 
May  16,  and  September  12;  also  in  the  morning  in  the  east  just  before  sunrise, 
about  March  11,  July  9,  and  October  29. 
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V E U S . 

Tilia  planet  will  be  brightest  on  the  22d  of  August,  being  at  that  time  an  Even- 
ing Star  in  the  west ; and  again,  while  Morning  Star,  on  the  5th  of  November. 

EQUINOXES  AND  SOJL.STICES. 

P.  H.  M-  H*  M- 

Vernal  Equinox [March  20  9 22  ev.  | Autumnal  Equinox-  -Sept.  23  8 8 mo. 

Summer  Solstice-- -June  21  5 54  ev.  | Winter  Solstice Dec.  22  1 58  mo. 


PHENOMENA  FOR  18G3. 

jAyvxdY  1,  o perigee;  2,  ])  highest;  3,  D apogee;  16,  □ O,  D lowest;  18, 

])  perigee ; 25,  ^ gr.  elong.  E. ; 26,  □ O ; 29,  ])  highest ; 30,  ])  ajjogee.  Feb.  2, 

$ (5  ? ; 12,  i)  lowest ; 15,  ])  perigee ; 27,  D apogee.  8,  ^ gr.  elong.  W. ; 

12,  D lowest;  14,  D perigee;  23,  6*  O ; 2-5,  D highest;  27,  D apogee.  Apkil  8, 

D perigee  and  lowest;  12,  U 8 d)  ; 21,  D highest.  May  o,  9 d D lowest;  6, 
])  perigee;  18,  D highest;  19,  ^ gr.  elong.  E.«!  21,  D apogee ; 31,  D lowest.  June 
2,  9 d ^ ^ perigee ; 15,  D highest ; 18,  ])  apogee ; 20,  □ O ; 29,  D lowest. 

July  1,  D perigee;  3,  O apogee;  6,  ^ gr.  elong.  W. ; 11, 1/:  □ O ; 12,  D highest ; 
15,  D apogee ; 20,  9 gr.  elong.  E. ; 26,  D lowest ; 29,  D xxjrigee.  Aug.  8,  D high- 
est ; 11,  D apogee ; 17,  9 d ^ ; 23,  D lowest,  D perigee.  Sept.  5,  ])  highest ; 8, 
9 d D apogee;  1-5,  ^ gr.  elong.  E. ; 17,  9 d ^ ; 19,  ])  lowest;  24,  })  i>erigee. 
Oct.  2,  ])  liighest ; 5,  j)  apogee ; 16,  D lowest ; 20,  ])  perigee ; 26,  ^ gr.  elong.  W. ; 29, 
D highest.  Nov.  2,  ])  apogee ; 9,  ^ d *5^  ; 13,  ^ 6 U,l)  lowest ; 14,  D perigee ; 21, 
1C  d d‘;  23,  9 d ^ ; 26,  })  highest ; 30,  ])  aixjgee.  Deo.  9,  9 gr.  elong.  W. ; 10,  D 
lowest;  12,  ])  perigee  ; 23,  ]) highest ; 26,  9 d 1C  i ^8,  D apogee  ; 31,  O in  perigee. 


C II  A R A C T E R S . 


Q O 5 ^ Moon;  ^ Mercury;  9 Venus;  0 Earth;  Mars;  1C  Jupiter; 
^ ^ Saturn ; 1^1  Uranus ; d -same  longitude,  or  near  each  other ; □ 90-^  apart ; S 

opposition,  or  180"  apart. 

Signs  of  the  Zoi>l\c.— T Aries ; d Taurus ; n Gemini ; ^ Cancer ; £l  Leo ; 
Virgo;  ^ Libra;  tlX  Scorpio;  ^ Sagittarius;  Capricorn;  Aquarius; 
I 3^  Pisces. 

A.SPECTS  AND  Nodes. — d Conjunction ; Sextile,  60  degrees ; □ Quartile,  90 
I degrees ; A Trine,  120  degrees ; § Opxiosition ; Q,  Ascending  Node ; ^ De.scend- 
I ing  Node. 


DURATION  OF  THE  .SEASONS,  ETC. 


JO 


D,  H.  M. 


Sun  in  Winter  Signs 89  1 10  Tropical  Year .365  5 46 

Sun  in  Spring  Signs 92  20  .32  Sun  north  of  Equator 186  10  46 

Sun  in  Summer  Signs 93  14  14  Sun  srmth  of  Equator 178  19  0 

Sun  in  Autumnal  Signs 89  17  50  Difference 7 15  46 


Diffebence  of  Time. — When  it  is  12  o’ckxjk  at  noon  in  New  York  city,  it  is 
forenoon  at  aU  places  west  of  New  York,  and  afternoon  with  all  places  east ; as  in 
tins  table : 

A.  M.  ! p.  M, 

Philadelphia 11  -So  5r2  Lnbec,  Me. 12  28W 

BaShiio,  N.  y. 11  .56  32  St.  Helena 4 '<i  40 

Charleston,  S.  C. 11  36  40  I>^ndon.  Eng. 4 ->5  42 

Cincinnati,  Ohio - 11  16  18  Rome,  Italy - - — 5 46  01 

New  Orleans,  La. 10  55  40  Jemsalern  - 7 17  2l 

Oregon  Citv 8 46  40  Calcntta - 10  40  .56 

Honolnlu,  Sandwich  Islands 6 24  08  ' Montreal 12  01  44 


( 


Note, — The  Sun’s  declination  in  the  tables  for  each  month,  marks  the  instant 
his  centre  is  on  the  meridian  of  Wasliington. 
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TRUE  TIME. 

Two  kinds  of  time  are  used  in  Almanacs ; clock  or  mecin-time  in  some,  and 
apparent  or  sun-time  in  others.  CZocA-time  is  always  right,  while  swn-time  varies 
every  day.  People  generally  suppose  it  is  twelve  o’clock  when  the  sun  is  due 
south,  or  at  a properly  made  noon-mark.  But  this  is  a mistake.  The  sun  is  sel- 
dom on  the  meiidian  at  twelve  o^clock  / indeed,  this  is  the  case  only  on  four  days  of 
the  year : namely,  AprU  15,  June  15,  September  1,  and  December  24.  In  this  Alma- 
nac, as  in  most  other  Almanacs,  the  time  used  is  clock-time.  The  time  when  the 
sun  is  on  the  meridian  or  at  the  noon-mark,  is  also  given  for  the  1st,  9th,  17th, 
and  25th  days  of  each  month,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  top  of  each  calendar  page! 
This  affords  a ready  means  of  obtaining  correct  time  and  for  setting  a clock  by 
using  a noon-mark,  adding  or  subtracting  as  the  sun  is  slow  or  fast. 

Old-fashioned  Almanacs,  which  use  apparent  time,  give  the  rising  and  setting 
of  the  sun’s  centre,  and  make  no  allowance  for  the  effect  of  the  refraction  of  the 
sun’s  rays  by  the  atmosphere.  The  more  modern  and  improved  Almanacs,  which 
use  clock-iimQ,  give  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun’s  uppei-  limb,  and  duly  allow 
for  refraction. 


Ten  additional  asteroids  were  discovered  in  1861,  making  the  whole  number  at 
the  close  of  the  year  seventy- two. 

Leverrier  the  French  astronomer,  from  studying  the  irregularities  of  Mercury 
and  Mars,  with  other  data,  concludes  that  there  is  a belt  of  minute  asteroids 
revolving  witliin  the  orbit  of  Mercuiy,  whose  mass  is  comparable  to  that  of  Mer- 
cury ; also  a belt  of  asteroids  at  the  distance  of  the  Earth  from  the  Sun,  whose 
mass  is  not  greater  than  a tenth  part  of  the  Earth’s ; and  that  the  total  mass  of 
asteroids  between  Mars  and  Jupiter  is  not  greater  than  the  third  part  of  the  mass 
of  the  Earth.  The  second  of  these  belts,  moving  in  a different  plane  from  the 
Earth,  and  intersecting  it  at  most  only  twice  a year,  may  give  us  some  clue  to  the 
origin  of  the  aerolites.  These  falling  masses  are  now  generally  believed  to  be  of 
the  nature  of  planetary  bodies,  and  may  be  presumed  to  be  stragglers  from  such 
an  elliptical  belt  of  stones  revolving  around  the  Sun,  and  coming  within  the 
Earth’s  reach. 

The  emperor  of  Eussia  has  placed  $25,000  in  the  hands  of  Struve,  the  celebrated 
astronomer,  to  build  an  observatory  on  the  summit  of  mount  Ararat.  It  is  hoped 
that  under  the  remarkably  clear  sky  of  Armenia  important  astronomical  results 
will  be  obtained. 

A British  and  a French  commission  are  now  employed  in  connecting  the  trian- 
gulation of  England  and  the  continent,  with  a view  to  the  final  substitution  of  a 
single  meridional  line  for  all  countries,  instead  of  those  now  in  use — Greenwich, 
Paris,  and  St.  Petersburg. 

Uriah  A.  Boyden,  Esq.,  has  deposited  with  the  Franldin  Institute  of  Philadel- 
phia $1,000,  to  be  awarded  as  a premium  to  “ any  resident  of  North  America  who 
shall  determine  by  experiment  whether  aU  rays  of  light,  and  other  physical  rays, 
are  or  are  not  transmitted  with  the  same  velocity.” 


To  find  the  time  of  high-water  at  any  of  the  following  places,  add  to  or  sub- 
tract from  the  time  of  high-water  at  New  York  in  the  calendar  pages,  the  time 
affixed  in  this  table. 


Albany 

---Add 

II . 
6 

M. 

34 

Hellgate 

-.--Add 

H. 

1 

M. 

41 

Portland 

-Add 

H. 

1 

M. 

39 

Annapolis,  Md.  -• 

---Sub. 

1 

51 

Marblehead 

----Add 

1 

49 

Portsmouth 

-Add 

2 

9 

Annapolis,  N.  S.-  ■ 
Amboy 

---Add 

1 

40 

Machias  

----Add 

1 

54 

Providence 

Sub. 

0 

41 

-Snb. 

0 

39 

Mobile  Pojint  -- 

----Add 

I 

54 

Quebec 

Add 

8 

49 

Bob  irnore  

--Add 

5 

7 

New  Bedford 

Sub. 

1 

40 

Richmond 

-Sub. 

2 

25 

Bridgeport  : 

---Add 

2 

0 

New  Haven 

----Add 

2 

4 

Salem 

-Add 

2 

19 

Cape  Split 

- - Add 

2 

0 

New  London 

Sub, 

0 

21 

Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.- 

-Sub 

2 

45 

E astport 

---Add 

2 

9 

Newport 

1 

55 

St.  John,  N.B.  ---- 
Sunbury 

-Add 

2 

49 

Halifax,  N.S.---- 

--Snb. 

2 

15 

Norfolk  

--  Sub. 

0 

41 

•Add 

0 

19 

Holmes’  Hole 

---Add 

1 

4 

Plymouth 

2 

19 

Windsor 

-Add 

2 

49 
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31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTOX. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merid, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

K.  M. 

H.  M 

D. 

]I.  M.  6. 

Full  Moon 

4 

10  48  ev. 

10  36  ev. 

10  24  ev. 

10  12  ev. 

1 

12  3 51 

Third  Quarter*  • • ■ 

1*3 

7 23  ev. 

7 11  ev. 

6 59  ev. 

6 47  ev. 

9 

12  7 24 

New  Moon 

19 

11  18  mo. 

11  6 mo. 

10  54  mo. 

10  4*  mo. 

17 

12  10  23 

First  Quarter  • - • ■ 

26 

0 10  mo. 

11  58  m©. 

11  46  mo. 

11  34  mo. 

25 

12  12  51 
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23  0 40 
22  55  27 
22  49  47 
22  43  39 
22  37  5 
22  30  4 
22  22  36 
22  14  41 
22  6 21 
21  57  34 
21  48  21 
21  38  44 
21  28  41 
21  18  13 
21  7 20 
20  56  3 
20  44  22 
20  32  18 
20  19  50 
20  6 59 
19  53  46 
19  40  10 
19  26  13 
19  11  54 
18  57  14 
18  42  14 
18  26  53 
18  11  12 
17  55  12 
17  38  53 
17  22  151 
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2d  MONTH. 


FEBRUARY,  1863. 


28  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASE 

.s. 

BOSTON. 

NE\7  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merltl. 
or  noon  murk. 

D. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

1) 

K.  M.  8. 

Full  Moon 

3 

5 41  ev. 

5 29  ev. 

5 17  ev. 

5 5 ev. 

J 

12  13  52 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

11. 

6 3 mo. 

5 51  mo. 

5 39  mo. 

5 27  mo. 

9 

12  14  3) 

New  Moon 

17 

10  22  ev. 

10  10  ev. 

9 58  ev. 

9 47  ev. 

17 

12  14  17 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

2-3 

7 50  mo. 

7 38  mo. 

7 26  mo. 

7 14  mo. 

25 

12  13  18 

p4  2 I 
[i,  ® s 

.. 

S OD 
M W 

53 


s s 
3 « 


« 2 3 

^ 5 ^ 

a 1-3 

»'  'd 

« ,5  s 

5 *1 

® 0 g 

U O *3 


i CO  o CO  r 

i O O QO  00  O C 


COC^rr'^OOOJOlOOOOJO‘0)'' 
O T-iCviC^c^r-iOCOC'i  rrc 

^'CMCOTj^OCOt-t-OOCiOO- 


: (0?  (Oi  c\j 

H O rH  OJ  CO 


§?5  I 


r-i  o 

o o . 


3 t-  CO  CO  C2 
D OJ  C-J  Ci  OJ 

• 00  C5  O T-I 


:^cocoi-i  ^Tr-Tpoo 

hOJCOtPO'Soc-OOO 


O £ 

2=1 


TP  CO  c^^ 

O 1-H  CO 


DtPOCOI'-OOCSO- 
D CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  tP  ' 

^ >0  O 'O  >-0  '0>  »0  '.O'  'O  'O  'O  >0  »0  'O  'O  >0  'O  'O  >0  lO  VjO  1.0  >.o  ' 


PTP'^TpTj'TpTp-rU 


D'O'OiO'O'OTPTPT^TprT'TpTprr^-rtCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

3COOCOCOCOCOCOCOOCOCOCOOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 


o 'a  I a 

crj  H r 5 j: 

“ » " I 5 

o g ^ = 

H S " “ 

I— 1 ^ !5  O - 

^ ^ ^ a 


J.  , ! «•  >0  CO  . 00  C5  00  — ' O r 00  -P  00  CO  VO  C5 

S « j « cj  M oi  cv  oi  CO  CO  TP  g TP  o »o  >o  TP  oi 

i M a o o CO  I-  00  C5  o 2 o t-'  CJ  CO  Tp-  'o  ■ 


a ».o  >o  ».o  '.o  >o  »o  'o  ‘O  'o  'O  >o  t.o  >o  'o  'o  >o  >o  >o  1.0  >0  >0  o >0  >0  <0  >0  >0  *0 


^ CO  IQ  TP  CO  OJ 

a t^c^t-t^r^t^i^coocococoocoococococooococococoococo 


jO  AV.(J 


OgH^HfSraSiaH^HfSc/laSH^Hfe^OBH^HfSc 


•quioi\[  JOjC-bq 


p r-t  CC)  Oi  (CJ  (N  0 Cl  Ci  (N  c 


M J ,2  . 

^ ^ 5 *® 

^ r i « 2 

W 5 tT  2 

1-3  2 ^ S 

^ ^ M « s 

^ ^ -5  H 

. a 
a 

X 

a 00  Cl  CJ  0 i-H  ‘C  tP  CO  0 Cl  CO  CJ  TP  -p  00  0 0 'Q  CO  C?  0 '.Q  • -P  -P  — i 
^^^Cl  TPCiOCOrH  00  r-l(0JCICirHlQC0CI  TPgCOClCICiCi 

WcOU'OOXCiOO^^  ^T-HCOrflQCOt^OOOOCiO^^  |Or-iOICOTp 

% 03 
£ ^ 
0 u 
S M 

C5  t-  t-  00^  CM-  ■.'O  •CIOCOl/JO  CC  Cf  C5  CO  CO  : CO  TT  ».Q  CO  t- 

s Cl  W Cl  Ci^l  CO  CO  TP  £ >Q  0 IQ  Ct)  ^ TP  0 VQ  g IQ  Tp  Cl 

.jVQCO.I^t^COOOi^  gOCICOCOTP'Q’^COl'-COOrH  |orHT-nMCO 

a M 
“ « 

1 . uo  05  0 T- 1 -T  0 CO  OJ  OJ  0 C'  CO  '-p  »Q  CO  ( - ‘.7J  05  T-t  (CJ  CO  >Q  CO  1 - IX.  05  0. 

a (CVCiCICIClCICiCiCOCOCOCOCO-.OCOCOCO'T’-rp'^rjtTpTrTp'^-Ti 

1 a 10  '-T  t-T  IQ  IQ  >Q  >Q  >Q  IQ  »Q  >Q  IQ  IQ  IQ  IQ  IQ  IQ  IQ  _Q  IQ  IQ  IQ  IQ  IQ  IQ 

•O05G0l--C0iQ'^C0CIO05^yjC0i.Q'TC0r- iO05«.'-C0TpC0r-iCJX;(-C0 
S ^ ^ IQ  IQ  0 0 ‘Q  IQ  »Q  IQ  TP  Tp  Tp  -rt  rr  -Tp  CO  00  c:)  CO 

a CO  CO  COCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

CALENDAR  FOR 

BOSTON;  NEW  ENG- 
lund)  New  A'ork  State, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
Iowa,  and  Oregon. 

H.  W. 

BOSTON. 

• Cl  CO  CO  -p  'Q  05  GO  P CO  t'-  CO  -P  00  Cl  CO  -P  ^ <35  Cl  CO  tP  05  Cr  -h  00  ».Q  i.Q 

SiQCJt-iUQCO  tPCItH  t-iCICOtPCOCM  £ IQCOi-tiQtPtPCOCOCO 

a<350'-i3-l  ^rHi-lCiCOTpVQCOt-OOOO^^  gOOrH  Cl  Cl  COtP  IQ  CO  i- 

MOON 

SETS. 

, TP  IQ  (/)  <35  TP  05  1-  ^ r-  IQ  00  CO  ^ CO  Cl  Cl  CO  O = r-  <35  T-,  00  ci' 

a CO  T-i  M c(  d Cl  CO  CO  Tp  £ IQ  o co  ^ tp  o ^ ^ 

j^iQO.^C0t-Q0<35O^  |oCICOTpTptQ'S«C>t^C52^^  gOrHdCICO 

SUN 

SETS. 

.;tpiQ(.-X)05t— (d*-p  IQ  C0t-(3503—I  Cl  C0'-r0(-<350'—  C0-T‘Q  CO  f -00 
S IrHrHddClddddCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOTpTp'Q'TpTpTpTpTP 

a 'Q  '.Q  'Q  'Q  '.Q  'Q  'Q  'Q  O 'Q  'Q  'Q  'Q  'Q  iQ  *C  iQ  'Q  'Q  'C  'Q  'C  'Q  'Q  'Q  'C  'C  'Q 

SUN  1 
RISES,  i 

. ^ ci  1—1  O <0>  00  CO  IQ  CO  d 3—1  O Xj  1—  I.Q  —f'  Cl  <05  X;  t-  I.Q  CO  Cl  <35  ) - 

O'QiQ'Q'QIQtPtPtptPtptPtPCOCO 

ac-t-iQt-r-t-iQC-r-t-t-t^i-cococococococococococociicococo 

•g  -pap  spng 

0 ' II 

17  5 18 
16  48  4 
16  30  33 
16  12  44 
15  54  33 
15  36  16 
15  17  37 
14  58  44 
14  39  35 
14  20  11 
14  0 33 
13  40  40 
13  20  35 
13^0  16 
12  39  45 
12  19  1 
11  58  6 
11  36  59 
11  15  42 
10  54  14 
10  32  35 
10  10  48 
9 48  51 
9 26  45 
9 4 31 
8 42  9 
8 19  ’39 
1 7 57  2 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES  N. 

Sun  on  Merid, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H. 

M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  8. 

Full  Moon 

5 

10  2 mo. 

9 50  mo. 

9 

38  mo. 

9 16  mo. 

1 

12  12  35 

Third  Quarter  - • • - 

12 

2 12  ev. 

2 0 ev. 

1 

48  ev. 

1 36  ev. 

9 

12  10  44 

New  Moon 

19 

9 53  mo. 

9 41  mo. 

9 

29  mo. 

9 17  mo. 

17 

12  8 32 

First  Quarter  • • • 

27 

4 13  mo. 

4 1 mo. 

3 

49  mo. 

3 38  mo. 

25 

12  6 7 

3d  MONTH. 


MARCH,  1863. 


31  DAYS, 


. Ih  ^ e 4 

DhS  J « s 

£|i«l 

goD 

^^0  ri 

<5  <<  - © S' 
s ".S' 

II. 

Ch  TON 

-•'TO^COOC3’-^!^>(MCOC5COCOCOOOOOOr-OCi^O>lOrJ'Tt  •QO'T'-'-ft- 

•iocOt-it^COt-iO'^CO'^O  OCOt-h 

a'^^OiOOt-t^OOClOO^  >T-lCOrtiO:001>OOOOCiO’-ir-<  §OrHCNCO'^ 

Moon 

SETS. 

(XD-rOCO  .Ci  — rroo^  •'rrCMTTiCQCOCOCS  LOOCOOIO  •-roco^l'-'^ 

2tT(M  (^0M^HC^^(^}(^iC0gC0C0(^0r-HOC0.  ^COCOCOCOCMgr-!  TfCNOCO 

aCOTfOiC.gt-OOCiO-^  gO^(MCO(r5-^OoC-OOCiO^  |or-iT-iCl(MCO 

03  S 

st-OOOCiOT— .-iC}C0tt'''^v:)O1:-Q0C:>O— tTHC'ICO'rf'-^OOOl^l-OOOOcj 

'*»0‘0  10  0 T-lr-l,-lrHT-l,-(,-I^T-(r-i,-lT-*l-l,-lr-! 

^OOECUf-OCOOOCOOOOOOCOOOCOOOOOOOCOOOCOCOOCO 

Sun  1 

RISES. 

.G0C-O»0tS<C0C'I— iOOOt^O-t'-O^OCiOO«OOCOCMr-HC5QOCOO'^COOJ— ' 
aoiC^iCMCNCMCMOICMCM’-i'-i’-i'-ir-if-H^  10  0 000000 

aicOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCDOOOOOOOO 

a 

Sg|i= 

StAi 

Moon 

SETS. 

„•  O 'O  00  . CO  00  -rf  O O • O GO  00  CO  (M  O OI  O O O -H  ^ O O t-  Olt-  t- 

■*  CO  C0wCVCMC0ttI'!T£O'^'^CV  CO^j^-^TT'^'^rf'gCOr-iOCO  CO 

S'^^OO.“t-00C5Or-i  goi-<OICOr}'ri<Ot3t-CX)C10— 1 gorHrHOJCOCO 

U.  1— (r-HC  M t-it-HC 

Sun 

SETS. 

• (MCOrrOOt-OOCiOrHO.(COTrOC£>t--0000— ‘(OJCO'Tt'OCDl'-OOOiOr-^CM 
20  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1-H  r-<  Tl  t-H  ,-1  rH  rH  ^ r-l  ,-1  CNCM  OJ 

aOOOOOOO‘.0!OOCOOOOCOOCDOOOOCOOOCOOCOOOCOCD 

Sun 

RISKS. 

■ CO— <OC5t^OOr3iOJOOOl^«.'0'^COr-^OOOCOOCO(MT-lC5l'-*0-tCOOIOOO 

S CO  CO  CO  CM  CN  Oi  (M  CV  GN  (M  rH  ^ t-H  rH  t-H  ,-H  rH  O O O O O O O 'd' 

lOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOtOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

'2138AV  JO 

asH^HfS^asH^Hicoa  SH^HfamasH^HpS^asH 

•i[?uoi\[jojC-b(]; 

T-HCMCOTtOCOI>XC50T-iCMCOTfOOIc-OOC50T-HO)COrfOOC-OOCir5^ 

^.-(._,^r-i.-i.-it-lr-iT-iCMCM{MCMCMCMCMCMCMCMCOCO 

M ^ 0 . 

cd  “ "SjS 

0 ^ < 3 
wSjs  -S 

j ^ a,  s 

^2«ll 

H.  W. 
N.  York 

sOO>-iCOOC:)— lOIOCOCSCOCOCOOOOOOt-OO'-'OO  •'^-rOO'T^-t't- 

oco— i-^coT-HOTrcovro  t^cm  ocot-hC  ott'^'^cocm 

aiOOOt-OOOOOOO'-^  >T-tC'}':J'OOl>l''00OCiO^  2oOi-H(MCOTfO 

r-l  1 r-l  4)  T-l  t— 1 t: 

Moon  | 

SETS. 

•OOOOC3  .Ti«OQOO-H-OCOCOj-OCir^  -TfCiOOCO^'-OOr-iCOOCl 

a COi-iCOwGMCOCOttio£OOOCM  CO’-i^rtirrOO-^C'^CM  CO  CO 

3;'^'-fOO.|c-OOC50— 1 pOi-tCMCO-^TtOti^t-OOCiOr-i  gOrHCICMCOCO 

Sun  j Sun 

RISES.  1 SETS. 

• O— iCO-rOOOOOOi-iCMCO'g’OOl.'^OOCSOCfCO-rOOt-'OOCiO— 'CMCO 
a o O O O O O 0>  O rH  —1  t-H  T-I  rH  r-<  T-1  T-.  T-(  CM  CM  CM  CM 

aoooooooooco«ooooooooo?D?ooccocoocDcocD'X>'yc 
5 'O;  CO  o)  o C3 o rH  asT^o^ rj^r^cTi'-'o" co  cm  o o^oo  co  o oj  ^ a 

®COCOCOCOCMCMCMCMCMCMr-i,-H,-(r-H,-iT-(  OOOU'OOOO'^rj' 

ffic0cocc)0000c000000000c00':0000  0 0 00000  00 

^ ® s 

p:l^aS  . 
0 

S V 

“|iii 

PQ 

1 II.  w. 
Boston 

. C3  C5  O r CM  O O O (-  CO  u-  c-  c>  o>  — ^ o co  O O Cl  oo  oo  cm  oo  o o> 

aCM^  ■«g*CM  TtCM  OOO  1-hCMCMCM  'O'gCM  ttCMt-i  OO'^Tf 

aiXCSOO’-'  !>OrHCMCMCOTtOC^OOCiO’-i’-'  SorHT-HCMCO-r^OOOt^OO 

1-H  .-H  (U  , ^ 

Moon  | 
sets. 

. C5  OI  CO  t-H  . O O)  T-H  Ci  O * O 00  I--  O ^ ’-H  CO  -r  -H  • O O O 03  (M  O 

a '^»-HTi<aiCMcorai'<^0)£  «ooco  TjirH  .■«croooo£''rcM  coi-i'':^' 

g;-tTr'0  0.|t-00030i^  |i-ii-iCMC0Tj<rfO'^l>00a3O;^  gOi-iCMCMCOCO 

S5  M 
P E* 

M 

sO'HCO-tOc000030r-iCMC0  0 0 1.^00030'-tCOrj'Ol^OOC30’-<C'ICO-:fO 

^OOOOOOOO  i-Hr-(rH^^^^.-iCMCMCMv.NCMCM 

a'.'OOOOOOOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

SB  g 

“i 

. O CO  OI  O 03  CO  -r  CO  t— 1 03  1-  O 'T'  OI  O 03  C—  O CO  CM  O 03  O CO  O)  — ^ 03  o 

acOCOCOCOCMCMCMCMCMCM~>T-(T-i-H,-ir-H  0 0 00  00'=t'^Tj' 

acocococococococococococococococococococococoooooooooo 

•g  -pap  sprivv 

^OO  03  OI  t-i  CO  ^ -r*  cn  QO  O 03  -t-  GO  03  03  O O)  03  O O O tc>  I''  O 03  CO  03  1-  e> 

■ tHCMCOCOCMi-iUOCO  TT  COOr-iCOOi-iCO'Cf  COt-iOCO  Tt  coo^—co 

5 —I  00  >0)  CM  03  tO>  0>  03  UO  0>  GO  -f  — 1 t-  CO  O CO  fC)  03  GO  r-H  »0  03  CM  CO  03  (C>  CO  03 

COi-ht^CM  CO^OCM  -<^'t-,OCO  TfCMOCO.  T-HCO  CMTfr-iCOOCM'^ 

ot-  l>OCOCOUOO-^'-fTi'COCOCMCMCMi-Ht-ioOO^OrH»-^,-iCMCMCMcOCOTj< 

JO 

asH^HimasH&HiimasHisH^^aBH^Hiimase 

•illuo]A[joliea 
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4:tli  MONTH.  APRIL,  1863,  30  DAYS. 

MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Mcrid, 
or  noon  mark. 

Full  Moon 

Third  Quarter  - - ■ • 

New  Moon 

First  Quarter 

D. 

3 

10 

17 

25 

H M. 

11  25  ev. 
8 39  ev. 

10  21  ev. 

11  24  ev. 

H.  M. 

11  13  ev. 
8 27  ev. 

10  9 ev. 

11  12  ev. 

H.  M. 

11  1 ev. 

8 15  ev. 

9 57  ev. 

11  0 ev. 

H.  M. 

10  49  ev. 

8 3 ev. 

9 45  ev. 
10  48  ev. 

D 

1 

9 

17 

25 

a.  M.  6. 

12  3 58 
12  1 37 
11  59  33 
11  57  53 

® «is  . 

£*1^.1 
0^1*  «| 

goD  .-fins 

gtf©  r-f 

Om  « 

o 

-•  COOOOC50‘r5  0CQO}COOOt-'C'JCOCi(35^<^0500'clHCO  -^OJOQOOCO 
^T-dCTfrH  OTrcococo-^-^rj'-ci^cor-^iO'Troi  Trco(^i£1-t  OTt^rro 

a ut)O?oi''00  00C5O’-H  >T-HGvjco-^io«ocot^ooc5a50^  ®Oi-i^o}co-^ 

= t 

o 5 
S « 

1 H.  M 

4 2 
4 35 
rises. 

7 12 

8 16 
9 22 

10  26 
11  27 
morn. 
0 21 
1 9 

1 53 

2 31 

3 7 

3 42 

4 17 
sets. 

7 21 

8 38 

9 14 
10  6 

10  54 

11  38 
morn. 

0 17 

0 53 

1 28 

1 59 

2 31 

3 5 

^ i 

<n  S 

S O— i(>J0JC0Tt^rr'OC0COt'-CX)00O5O^-HCQC0C0'?f».0O': 
~ c^Jc^(^i(r}Cvc^eiCs>CNic^o}oic\»G\fcocococo.ccococococ 

5!  co?OOOOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO?OOCOOOOCOCOOCOC 

o 00  05  C5  o 

O CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  MT 

O CO  CO  CO  O CO  o 
i-h'o~05  QO"  CoAoT  Tt 

O'}  r-(  t-H  ^ rl 

O vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo 

is  S 

w-<  5 

. c5t^?oiocoojoo500«oo-i<coo)^od^c»o»o-rc6c')' 
a ^TTTf^Tjir^T:HCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOC')C^O{G\fC^JGVCNJ( 

a O O O VO  O VO  VO  VO  VO  »0  VO  VO  VO  »0  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  V 

CALENDAR FOR 

WASHINGTON; 
Maryl’d,  Vlrg’a, 
Keii’y,  MlsHourl, 
and  California. 

* tA 

o £ 

° H 

S “ 

.OOOO'-HCO  'CO-^COC^O^CO  COtMOCv)C5CO  ’CiCOVOCOO^O} 

S CO^C^OJCO-rfTl^gcOC^  COrH'^rH^fOCOCMCQ  Vo£c^  CO  CO 

gO^C^C<JC0C0'^  'St>00OO|^^J  |O’-i’-i(0}0)C0 

^ i 

W 

. 0JC0-rrOv0C0l'^0005O'-H0JC0'ct‘OOl''0005Or-i0>C0'-tiV0Ol^00ClO 
SC'JOJC'JOIOJC^CiOJCOiC'OCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO-^rjirjH'g^-^rr'-^'qHTfr^^vO 

a COCDCOCOOOCDCOCOOOOOOOOtDOOOOOCT'OOOOCOOO 

ic  M 
u 2 
M 5 

.co-rcoT-HC500«-iocoT-(ajooi'^vo-tco^oof-iOTtTo<— •oo5L'-ottco 

a Tr^^'TTCOcocococococ'ioJOiC^OicoiGvJGN)— irHr-.rHrHT-HT-i 

I VO  VO  VO  VO  O VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  vo  vo  vO  VO  vO  VO  vo  vO  vo  vo  lO  UO  vO  vo  »0  »0  VO  vO  vo 

•3[88jV\.  jo  iCiea; 

•qjuojvjoXiBQ; 

rHC'}CO'^VOCOt-(X)OiOrH(0}COTtiVOCO!>-OOCOOrHC')COTi<lOOt^OQC^O 

CALENDAR  FOR 

N.  YORK  CITY  ; PHI- 
ladeiphli!.  Conn.,  New- 
Jersey,  Penn’la,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

. M 

^ 1 
® 55 

s coooocscoiooojcjoocot^ojcoascu'-it^cioo-t^  rcO'-HC^‘Ooooco 

^t-ivOtTi-H'  VOTfCOCOCOTf'c^^rfTtCOT-tvOTfCO)  TtCOgCVi-i  vo-^-^CO 

ajOOt^XOiOOr-i  ^iT-^c^}COr^^VO<Dl>l'^CX)C500r-l  2oi-h0}C^C0^‘0 

^ ,-H  4)  T-H  ,-H  r-l  G 

o 2 
o 5 
S « 

H.  M. 

4 6 
4 32 
rises. 
7 23 
i 8 32 
9 41 

10  47 

11  48 
morn. 

0 41 

1 26 
2 6 

2 39 

3 11 

3 41 

4 12 
sets. 

7 37 

8 36 

9 54 

10  27 

11  14 
11  57 
morn. 

0 34 

1 5 

1 37 

2 4 

2 33 

3 2 

§ s 

» S 

• -:f'VOOl'-0005Oi-i0}C0-rtciOC0l^CX)05OrH0)--J*v0Ol^G005O’-iC'}C0'-fH 

S(^^(^^(^^C^}O^C^ICOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO'>:3<T^■^':^TtVT^l'^r^-^vO^OVOVOVO 
a COOO?O^DO^OCOOCOO?OCOCOCD^OOCDOCOOCOCOCOOCOCOCOOO 

D S 
“ 5 

„*iO(0}T-iCTit-^V0C0T-iO00«0iOri<0?rHO00CDV0C0r-iO05t^C0i0C0(0iT-iO 
* »g<rfTtco60COCOCOOOCV'C'JCNiCVCQCVGVr--T-iT-it-Hi-ir-i 

a vo  uo  vo  vo  vo  >0  vo  »0  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  »0  vO  UO  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  *0  vo  vo  vO  vo  vO  vo  vo 

§ - 

® 8*  3 

gSziif* 

llil 

. ' * 
1-*  H 
S o 
ca 

. 1-  ^^rt^CSOOrj^TtCOOrJcO*— iCOt^COCSVO  ^•r-iCOCQOO«'-voOC5CQ'^«^ 
aC'J^vOCOC?^  vori^rj'iovo  VOTTCOT-HTTigTfC^  rj'COC^’-l  VO-^ 

X >-^’-‘C'JCOrtiOl>OOOOaiO^^  |OrHC^J(MCOTivvoOl'-t^OO 

* rA 

o 2 
5 W 

S ca 

.i.-C'j  .covocoojco^cooic::— 'C^oo  0'-HC5C'?o*on^oc75voco— i 

a COwC'JCOTj^vOVOg-c^^O}  rif^'-^i-l^rrrj'COCOCMS  CO  CO  CO 

a'^'^.^SC-OOCJO^  gOi-HCQ(MCOCOT}’"£t-OOOd^J  IoOt-Ii-hOJOJCO 

2 oi 

5 H 

1 s COf^OOCSOi-iCVJCO-tvoOt-OOasOr-iO}COTT<Ol-G005'HC2CO'^Ol;;>QO 
* OJCQOJC'JCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOTf-^-'^tVTjcTi-Tj'-r^^-r'^v-'^vOOvOVOvOVO 

1 a OOOCOOOOCOOOCOOCOOCOOOOOtOCOCOOOCOCOOCDO  o_ 

§ i 

05  « 

• COi-'OOOCO'rrO}OC5l-vO'^OJ'— 'Oil-«OVOCO(0}OCX)0'^COC-fr->g5t;:-0  ■ 
S-'TTi-T^COCOCOCOCOOJC^C?v<CQC^OJr-(r-(rH^t-lrHr-l  VO  VO  VO 

a vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  O vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  vo  rf 

*N  -P^P  s^ung 

o " / 

4 32  42 

4 55  47 

5 18  47 

5 41  41 

6 4 29 
6 27  12 

6 49  47 

7 12  11 
7 34  38 

7 56  52 

8 18  53 

8 40  56 

9 2 45 
9 24  25 
9 45  56 

10  17  18 
10  28  29 

10  49  30 

11  10  21 
11  31  0 

11  51  28 
.2  11  44 

12  31  48 

12  51  40 

13  11  19 
13  30  45 

13  49  58 

14  8 57 
14  27  42 
14  46  13 

‘hsqjw  jo 

I ^ H FL  M fl  ^ Eh  ^ H ClJ  c«  P ^ H ^ H M ^ H ^ H pH  Q ^ H ^ H 

•muoHjoi^a  1 

THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


9 


5th  MONTH. 


MAY,  1863. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES'N. 

Sun  on  Merid, 
or  noon  mark. 
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H M. 

H.  M. 
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H.  M. 
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}{.  M.  e. 
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1 56  mo. 
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JUNE,  1863. 
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3100N’S  PHASES. 

BOSTOX. 

XEW  YORK. 

WASH’TOX. 

CHARLESN. 

Siiii  on  Mei*i<], 
01*  noon  mark. 

u. 

a M. 

H.  M. 

fl.  M. 

H.  M. 

D 

H.  M.  S. 

Full  Moon 

1 

6 4G  ev. 

C 34  ev. 

6 22  ev. 

6 10  ev 

1 

11  57  29 

Third  Quarter  - • - - 

8 

9 8 mo. 

8 56  mo. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES  N. 

Sun 

on  Me  rid. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

ri.  M. 

H.  M 

D I 

H.  M.  6. 

F ull  Moon 

1 

2 2 mo. 

1 50  mo. 

1 38  mo. 

1 26  mo. 

1 1 

12  3 28 

Third  Quarter  - • ■ • 

7 

5 45  ev. 

5 33  ev. 

5 21  ev. 

5 9 ev. 

91 

12  4 50 

New  Moon 

15 

6 9 ev. 

5 57  ev. 

5 45  ev. 

5 23  ev. 

17 

12  5 48 

First  Quarter  • • • ■ 

23 

4 48  ev. 

4 36  ev. 

4 24  ev. 

4 13  ev. 

25 

12  6 13 

Full  Moon 

30 

8 50  mo. 

8 33  mo. 

8 25  mo. 

8 14  mo. 

7tlx  MONTH. 


JULY,  18G3. 


31  DAYS. 


S , 

gSlII 

02  OfiH  S 

^ -5  = i 

052 

SS.5  = 

-i. 

{ H.  W. 
[Ch'ton 

_,■  GO  CO  0 0 0 05  r-i  0 C)  ’-1  0 C^)  C)  0 C)  0 C)  i-H  »0  O)  0 O)  -•  >0  CO  CO  CO  O)  CO  0 0 
^T-lr-l  irOCOC')CSfr-iT-i.-l  OCOr-HOCOr-HTTO)  V0g'CfT3<O  10 

at^ooc5c:50i-i  ^i-iocoTfioocoir-r-cxfoasO’-iT-i  §OT-HO)rtio?oL'-t^ 

Z 01 
c u 
0 eg 

s 2 

. 0 CO  '-H  »0  , • <35  0 CO  0 VD  05  CO  eo  0 00  — 05  O (0)  O)  O -f  CO  . <05 

2mO  ttOOCoS  '^CO'-i  ‘O^CN)  CO  CO  rj^T-ig  lOOeO  wCO 

2. “00050500— I cOOr-i(:0)C0C0'Sl:^00  00  05<05OO^  §OOrHC?)'<e*.“£^ 

E«  T— t —1  1—1  s c/2  T— t 1— i C >-4 

& f 

w a, 

• rH  t-h  — i — I-  T-^  r-i  — 1 0 0 0 0 <05  <05  CO  00  00  60  i.--  C-  CO  0 0 0 CO  CO  O')  1-t  0 0 05 

'=^1-11-11— ir-li-Hr-lr-(T-ii-lT-lrH  O 

o2  33 

S-'®* 

J5  H 
£)  M 

“5 

.u'0ococot-t^ooooo50o«-i— (OcocO'^Truo‘ocot^t^Q6oo<050T-<i-icrco’ 

a 10  0 VO  0 0 0 0 0 0 1— 1 1-H  1— 1 T-i  1— 1 

a rr  ''sT  VO  VO  10  0 VO  0 UO  0 0 VO  0 VO  0 VO  VO  VO  V5  VO  0 0 VO  V-0 

ZH-  iTSS 

a « 

5 

I Moon 

RISES. 

-•  . V.O  CO  t- 0 0 rt  00  0 VO  VO  1-1  0 0 05  0 0 CO  VO  CO  CO  05  <35  VO  0 0 .-H 

«(/jCOT-iT:PCVVOO)VO£cOi-i  VO^^COi-*^  CO  CO  TjigcOCOCOVOw'i^* 

aj.g00<35<3500^^  gOrHO)G')CO^t-0000(35<3500^^  |OrHCQCO.“t- 

W « 

.05<35<3500Q0XQ0l-^t^l'-OC3>V0V0';fTfC0C0C)(0)-HO<3500t-C0V0'it^TrC0 

SOO)OfO)OCO)000)<0)C)0(0)OC')(0)CN{0)0)OCO)CNr-(r-tT-lr-l— <r-Hi-Hi-(r-( 

Sun 

RISKS. 

.t-f'>Q0000500— H(0)CO)CO^VOVOcoi--00<3500-HO)COCOr3HOCOCOiL'-QO<35 
a <C0  CO  CO  CO  CO  rji  Tji  rji  'cr  Tji  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO 

•3[98^Vi  JO 

•qmoHJO^TBO: 

'"””'»‘-'’'®‘"”®2c!£J23":2SSS2gc3SIS3J5SSS§S§i8« 

M 4 0 . 
PnUfl  1*242 
02^^^^  0 
P ..  r •■." 

[ H.  W. 
|N.York 

. 00  CO  0 0 <35  <35  r-t  VO  (0)  1-1  VO  (0)  CO)  CD  (0)  t-O  O')  —t  VO  O)  1 VO  O)  VO  CO  CO  CO  (0>  CO  VO  CD 

a 1— t —(  VO  CO  (?)  O)  1—t  ^ 1— 1 VO  CO  1— 1 VO  CO  T-(  T3*  o)  g vo  'cr  vo  i— 1 1— i vo 

asG0<35OOi-i  >-^(?)C0^V0C0CO^:^(20(X)C5OO— 1 2oOt-h(?)C0V0C01>(X>00 

— Ir-t— IQ}  —1— 1— iq 

ccj^ 

<;H  0 3 — 

«3»J| 

I Moon 

RISES. 

r . (20  VO  00  0 <35  Of  VO  • 0 0 CO  rf  VO  (?)  (?)  1-^  VO  r-i  r-.  VO  rf<  CO  <35  -t*  CO  .CO 

awCOrH'gH(?)r3<(?)VOgCOr-iVOTr<CO^Tj<T-iTr  CO  CO  rjigC0<?)CO'crw'^ 

a.g(X)C5<3500^H^  g0i-ti-ic)c0'^l>0000050500^]^  |or-0)CO.^t- 

= i 

O'  M 

.VO  VO  VO  -C  -r  CO  CO  CO  (?)(?)—•  —1  0 <35  <35  00  1'-  CO  VO  -cf  CO  (?)  (?)  — • 0 <35QOC- 

acocococococococococo  CO  cocococo(?)c)(?)c)  (?)(?)(?)  (?)(?)(?)(?)c?)(?)i-ii-trH 
a t--  r-  )>•  i>_i>  I-- 

Pelt'S 

3=  S 

» M 

“ S 

«—<<?)(?)  CO  CO  0 CO  (20  <35  <35  0 —<  (00  CO  CO  "O’  VO  CO  1-  CO  <35  <35  C —I  (?)  CO  ^ VO 

^COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO'Cf'r^TtrjiTrTrrJirjiTji-li'ia’TaiVOVOVOVOVOVO 

ej  ® . 

I H W. 
Boston 

1 . (?)  0 0 '1'  CO  CO  VO  <35  CO  VO  <35  CO  CO  0 CO  <35  CO  »0  <35  CO  <35  CO  <35  O I>  t"  CO  t'-  <35  O 

acoco(?)  vO'<tco(?)(?)(?)r-ii-i  vo(?)g  t3i(?)vocoi-i  vo  i-*(?)(?)i-it-t 

X-H  >i-i(?)(?)C0'ct^V0C0t-00  05OOi-i  §OOi-H^C)CO'T)'TfCOt^(0<350T-i  tsi 

1— IQ}  — 11— It— IC  1— It— IQ} 

Sw.®£l 

rH  u. 

wpP 

^|lil 

1 Moon  ] 

RISES. 

. .i-Ht^<35O00<35(?)*COV0rH<35— 1 V0V0<?)C^'^c5X'(?)Oc;(0*TO(?) 

a«j'rji--i'cj<(?)TTi— logc)  vococo  .Tj^r-ii-^  CO  (?)  'crg(?)0)co'<3<M'cr 

X.2(005<3500i-I^  go— lrH(?)C0'^I>(0(O<35<35OO-H'-t  go— t(?)CO,“l-- 

*1-.  1— It— I1— 11— IC  c/2  1— 11— 11— 11— IC  1-1 

Z 01 
U H 

pOoo<35<35<35<35(OQOOOr-»''COcovo-r*'-rco(?).o)  — o<35(or:'CO‘q'i‘^"(?)i— 

*“'ct<'crrrcocococococococococococococococococo;o(?)(?)(?)(?)(?)(?)c?)(?)(?) 

g M 
tn  2 

.COCOl^l-(20<35<350— i-HO)CO-t'VOCOI^(0<35<350— <(?)C0-:r'V0C0l-'(0<35O— ' 
a<?)(?)(?)(?)(^)<^)(^)cocococococococococococo•^fr^<'CI1'^Tf^r31T3^r^Trv:)vo 

--[oap  SjUng 


CO  CO  o CO  as  CO  o r-  urj  ao  ea  QD  CQ  OD  -r  o 50  1.-^ 

T3<coooc0'^coo‘ocoo'^’— ic^  0)0}  0)0)0»H  Tr‘Oio:coTf'«tO)'rf 

at^COCr)COXO)COOSO)lOL-^aSi-lO>COCOCOCOO)’-'OSOOCOCOOr^Tt<OCDO)C'- 
iooTf^coo)0)T-i  looTrcoo)—!  OTfO)!-*  O'^o)>-i  '^cco-^ 

oco  coo)o)o>o)0)o>o)^')o>— i—i-^-HT-4^r^oooooasasascscsQOOooo 

O)  0>  0>  Of  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  O)  0>  O)  ’-H  ^ 


•3i.3As.joi*a  I 


•inuojAiJoAiea 


THO)CO'^OCOt-CX)asOT-iO)COTt^lOCOt^00050'' 


12 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


3100^^’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON'. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES'N. 

Sun  on  Mcritl, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D.  1 

H.  M.  8. 

Third  Quarter 
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5 21  mo. 

5 9 mo. 

4 57  mo. 

4 46  mo. 

1 

12  6 3 

New’  Moon  
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9 7 mo. 

8 55  mo. 

8 43  mo. 
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12  5 16 
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17 
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Full  Moon 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES'N. 

Sun  on  Merid, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

II.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  8. 

Third  Quarter  - • - • 

4 

8 25  ev. 

8 13  ev. 

8 1 ev. 

7 50  ev. 

1 

11  59  54 

New  Moon 
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11  58  ev. 

11  46  ev. 

11  34  ev. 

11  22  ev. 
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11  57  16 

First  Quarter 
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8 13  mo. 

17 

11  54  29 

Full  Moon 
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25 

11  51  41 

9tii.  MONTH.  SEPTEMBER,  1863,  30  days. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK, 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES  N. 

Sun  on  Mcrid, 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

II.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  8. 

Third  Quarter  - • ■ - 
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2 37^ ev. 

2 25  ev. 

2 13  ev. 

2 2ev. 
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11  49  42 

New  Moon 
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1 58  ev. 

1 46  ev. 

1 34  ev. 

1 23  ev. 
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First  Quarter  • • • • 

19 
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17 
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Full  Moon 
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25 
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lotii  MONTH.  OCTOBER,  18G3. 


31  DAYS. 
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CALENDAR  FOR 
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mix  MONTH.  NOVEMBER,  1863. 


•30  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 


Third  Quarter  - • • ■ 

New  Moon 

First  Quarter  • • • 
Full  Moon 


7 30  mo. 
3 39  mo. 
7 2 ev. 

10  G mo. 


i\EW  YORK. 


7 18  mo. 
3 27  mo. 
6 50  ev. 
9 54  mo. 
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CHARLES’N. 
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9 30  rno. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 
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To  you  this  night  is  born  a child 
Of  Mary,  chosen  mother  mild. 

This  little  child  of  lowly  birth 
Shall  be  the  joy  of  all  your  earth. 

’T  is  Christ  our  God,  who  far  on  high 
Hath  heard  your  sad  and  bitter  cry ; 
Himself  will  your  salvation  be. 

Himself  from  sin  will  make  you  free. 

He  brings  those  blessings  long  ago 
Prepared  by  God  for  all  below ; 
Henceforth  his  kingdom  open  stands, 

To  you  as  to  the  angel  bands. 

These  are  the  tokens  ye  shall  mark — 
The  swaddling  clothes  and  manger  dark  ; 
There  shall  ye  find  the  young  child  laid. 
By  whom  the  heavens  and  earth  are  made. 

Now  let  us  all  with  gladsome  cheer 
Follow  the  shepherds,  and  draw  near 
To  see  this  wondrous  gift  of  God, 

Who  hath  his  only  Son  bestowed. 

Give  heed,  my  heart ; lift  up  thine  eyes  : 

Who  is  it  in  yon  manger  lies  V 

Who  is  this  child  so  young  and  fair  ? 

The  blessed  Christ-child  lieth  there. 


Welcome  to  earth,  thou  noble  guest, 
Through  whom  e’en  wicked  men  are  blest. 
Thou  com’st  to  share  our  misery. 

What  can  w^e  render.  Lord,  to  thee  ? 

\h.  Lord,  wdio  hast  created  all. 

How  hast  thou  made  thee  weak  and  small. 
That  thou  must  choose  thy  infant  bed 
Where  ass  and  ox  but  lately  fed ! 

Thus  hath  it  pleased  thee  to  make  plain 
The  truth  to  us,  poor  fools  and  vain. 
That  this  w orld’s  honor,  wealth,  and  might 
Are  naught  and  worthless  in  thy  sight. 

All,  dearest  Jesus,  holy  child. 

Make  thee  a bed,  soft,  undefiled. 

Within  my  heart,  that  it  may  be 
A quiet  chamber  kept  for  thee. 

My  heart  for  very  joy  doth  leap. 

My  lips  no  more  can  silence  keep  ; 

I too  must  sing  with  joyful  tongue 
That  sweetest  ancient  cradle-song — 

Glory  to  God  in  highest  heaven. 

Who  unto  man  his  8011  hath  given  ; 
While  angels  sing  with  pious  mirth 
A glad  New-year  to  all  the  earth! 


Every  year  is  a ?iew  year,  every  day  a new  day,  every  life  a new  life — 
like  nothing  that  ever  went  before,  or  can  ever  follow  after.  The  rocks 
and  quicksands  are  shifting.  He  who  enters  upon  the  ocean  of  existence 
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arches  his  sails  to  an  untried  breeze.  No  books,  no  systems,  no  forecast 
set  of  rules  can  provide  for  every  case,  for  every  case  is  a new  case. 

And  we  must  meet  life’s  unforeseen  difficulties  and  unexpected  disas- 
ters by  that  inexhaustible  fertility  of  invention  which  belongs  to  those 
who  live  to  Qfodi first-hand, 

A VERY  LITTLE  WAY. 

What  a world  of  mystery  s this  in  which  we  live.  I strain  my  eyes, 
and  yet  the  sight  reaches  but  a very  little  way;  but  within  the  com- 
pass of  that  little,  I see  God  working  in  every  thing  for  the  good  of  them 
that  love  him.  I see  a purpose  winding  round  and  embracing  all  our 
friends  and  all  our  comforts,  constantly  shifting  and  changing  the  scenes 
as  they  move  before  the  eye ; it  crosses  my  path,  takes  my  precious 
things,  and  fills  the  heart  with  sorrow ; yet  when  I say,  “ Let  me  talk 
with  Thee  of  thy  judgments,”  I only  hear,  Be  still ; what  I do  thou 
Imowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter.”  Shall  I be  satisfied, 
and  rejoice ; or  shall  I be  cast  down  and  despairing  ? 

From  an  unpublished  letter. 


“REFORM 

Is  not  joyous,  but  grievous.  No  single  man  can  reform  himself  with- 
out stern  suffering  and  stern  working;  how  much  less  can  a nation  of 
men.  The  serpent  sheds  not  its  old  skin  without  writhings ; he  is  not 
happy,  but  miserable.  Reforming  a nation  is  tremendous  business.” 
So  says  Carlyle.  And  there  is  no  royal  road  to  reform  any  more  than  in 
other  noble  and  beneficent  careers ; the  imperial  or  the  kingly  philan- 
thropist must  take  up  his  cross,  like  any  peasant  or  beggar.  Whoever 
will  dare  be  just,  wise,  humane,  conscientious  beyond  the  average  of  his 
contemporaries,  will  soon  discover  that  he  has  brought  not  peace  on  the 
earth  but  a sword,  and  must,  like  the  great  Captain  of  our  salvation,  be 
made  perfect  through  suffering. 

THE  QUALITY  OF  OUR  READING. 

So  much  news-reading,  story-reading,  and  reading  for  the  mere  luxury 
of  feeling,  as  is  practised  by  our  people,  is  about  as  bad  as  no  reading  at 
all.  It  is  distracting,  dissipating,  and  enervating  to  the  mind.  It  is  like 
a tree  growing  all  to  bark,  or  all  to  leaves,  to  insure  its  toppling  over  by 
its  own  weight,  for  the  lack  of  solid  timber  to  give  it  support. 


“ Thy  Marahs  as  well  as  thy  Elims  are  appointed  by  God.  A gracious 
pillar-cloud  is  before  thee.  He  may  ‘ lead  thee  about,’  but  he  will  not 
lead  thee  wrong.  ^Blessed  be  his  name,’  said  a tried  believer,  ‘He 
maketh  my  feet  like  hinds’  feet,’  (literally,  ‘ equalleth  them.’)  He  equal- 
leth  them  for  every  precipice,  every  ascent,  every  leap.” 
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THE  DRINKING  FOUNTAIN. 

A few  years  ago,  a young  man  in  Liverpool,  passing  and  repassing  a 
stand  where  the  horses  and  donkeys  of  the  market-men  were  in  the  habit 
of  stopping,  was  much  struck  with  their  appearance ; they  looked  thirsty, 
and  no  water  was  gurgling  anywhere  in  the  dry  and  dusty  thorough- 
fares of  the  busy  city.  If  the  beasts  thus  suffer,  so  their  masters ; so 
hundreds  of  working-men ; so  children,  and  so  the  dogs.  A drink  of 
cold  water  is  a simple  want,  and  yet  how  pressing. 

Mr.  Melly  asked  if  the  want  could  not  be  supplied ; nay,  ought  it  not 
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to  be  ? He  often  spoke  of  it  to  one  and  another,  and  at  last  petitioned 
the  city  authorities,  who,  of  course,  laid  the  matter  on  the  table.  Not 
damped,  for  Mr.  Melly  had  counted  the  cost,  he  renewed  his  exertions, 
and  after  many  delays  got  leave  to  open  a public  fountain  at  his  own 
expense.  It  was  a small  affair,  if  the  supply  of  pure  cold  water  to  man 
and  beast  choking  with  thirst  can  ever  be  accounted  small;  but  it  proved 
the  reality  of  the  want  beyond  a doubt ; the  dipper  was  seldom  idle ; 
men,  women,  and  children  waited  their  turn  at  the  refreshing  draught. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  drinking-fountain  movement  in  England, 
which  experience  has  shown  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  sanitary 
measures  of  the  times. 

The  thing  almost  immediately  commended  itself  to  public  favor. 
Fountains  began  to  be  erected  on  suitable  sites  in  all  the  large  cities. 
Eighty-five  have  been  built  in  London,  and  two  hundred  at  least  are 
needed ; and  to  show  how  largely  they  meet  a great  public  want,  a foun- 
tain having  lately  been  opened  next  the  Royal  Exchange,  it  is  estimated 
that  six  thousand  people  daily  get  water  there. 

Sometimes  they  are  built  by  individual  beneficence.  Miss  Burdet 
Coutts  has  erected  one.  Sometimes  by  the  town  corporation,  like  that  in 
the  picture,  at  Salford.  Sometimes  by  the  subscriptions  of  working-men, 
who  have  a feeling  sense  of  their  benefit,  for  they  save  many  a brother 
from  the  beer-pot  and  the  ale-house. 

Earl  Russell  has  just  opened  one,  inscribed,  “ Earl  RusselFs  Drinking 
Fountain nor  can  that  be  an  empty  distinction  which  links  itself  to  the 
family  welfare  and  daily  comforts  of  humble  life. 


A FOUNTAIN  overflowing  with  sparkling  water,  pure,  free,  constant, 
priceless ; no  wonder  the  prophet  Zechariah  likened  the  best  thing  the 
world  ever  had  to  one.  The  salvation  brought  us  by  Christ  is  called  a 
^‘fountain  opened  for  sin  and  all  uncleanness” — a ‘‘fountain  of  living 
waters.”  Oh,  may  we  bathe  in  it  and  be  cleansed ; may  we  drinic  of  it 
and  never  thirst. 

A FAMOUS  DRINKING  CLUB, 

Which  once  had  great  influence  at  the  local  elections,  says  the  Liverpool 
Albion,  is  broken  up.  Two  of  its  members  were  sent  to  a lunatic  asy- 
lum, one  jumped  from  a window  and  killed  himself,  one  walked  or  fell 
into  the  water  at  night  and  was  drowned,  one  was  found  dead  in  a public- 
house,  one  died  of  delirium  tremens,  upwards  of  ten  became  bankrupt, 
four  died  ere  they  had  lived  half  their  days.  One,  who  was  a bailie 
when  connected  with  this  club,  is  at  present  keeping  a low  public-house. 
The  end  thereof  is  death. 


Hasty  people  drink  the  wine  of  life  scalding  hot. 
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Among  the  hills  of  New  Hampshire  there  was  a noble  farm,  whose 
thriving  cornfields  were  the  pride  of  the  neighborhood.  The  farmer  was 
a rich  man,  and  his  fine  barns,  granaries,  wood-piles,  and  well-kept 
fences  showed  that  he  looked  well  to  his  business : he  was  rich  also  in 
a warm  heart ; for,  having  no  children  of  his  own,  he  and  his  excellent 
wife  took  one  little  motherless  child  after  another  to  their  hearts  and 
home,  until  six  adopted  children  sat  at  their  table  and  filled  their  house 
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with  gladness.  Nor  did  their  riches  end  here.  He  had  a treasure  laid 
up  in  heaven.  The  farmer  was  rich  in  faith,  and  his  pious  example  shone 
with  a beautiful  light  all  around.  The  little  church  not  far  off  loved  and 
honored  him,  and  made  him  one  of  its  officers.  The  people  loved  and 
honored  him,  and  appointed  him  selectman  of  the  village.  A useful  and 
happy  life  was  his. 

Time  went  by  with  its  changes,  and  some  it  brought  to  the  deacon. 
His  children  one  by  one  raurried  and  settled.  At  last  his  wife  died,  the 
companion  of  forty  years,  and  he  was  left  alone.  Old  age  had  crept  on, 
and  he  began  to  need  the  affectionate  care  which,  in  other  days,  he  had 
so  freely  given  to  others.  A son  invited  him  to  make  his  house  his 
home ; and  friends  invited  him  to  go  and  spend  the  rest  of  his  days  in 
that  ease  and  comfort  which  he  could  so  well  afford.  It  was  hard  to  sell 
“the  old  place;”  but  he  could  do  wdiat  seemed  best,  since,  loving  it  as 
he  did,  he  looked  forward  to  that  sweeter  rest  which  remains  for  the 
people  of  God  beyond  the  grave.  It  was  a sorrowful  day  to  the  little 
church  when  the  good  man  took  his  leave,  and  his  seat  was  empty  in  the 
pew. 

In  a few  years  the  son  failed  in  business,  and  the  failure  swept  away 
the  largest  half  of  the  old  man’s  property.  Other  losses  followed  in  its 
wake,  and  like  Job,  he  was  well-nigh  stripped  of  every  thing.  Scarcely 
enough  was  left  for  his  daily  bread.  Unwilling  to  be  a burden,  he  yearned 
for  his  early  home,  and  only  wished  he  might  end  his  days  there.  Back 
he  travelled  to  his  native  village.  He  knocked  at  the  old  farm  gate,  and 
begged  for  lodgings  beneath  the  old  farm  roof.  The  young  farmer  bade 
him  welcome.  A bargain  was  struck,  and  the  old  man  became  a hired 
servant  where  he  was  once  the  master.  But  no  complaint  of  a “ hard 
lot”  ever  fell  from  his  lips.  A sweet  content  filled  his  soul.  Morning, 
midday,  and  evening  snatches  of  prayer  and  praise  floated  from  his  bed- 
room into  the  kitchen  and  over  the  green,  catching  the  ears  of  the  young 
farmer  and  his  wife,  who  often  stopped  and  hearkened  to  the  strain. 

But  what  could  the  old  man  do  ? 'He  could  no  longer  swing  the  axe, 
handle  the  hoe,  or  turn  the  furrow  as  he  once  had.  The  hard,  rough 
work  of  life  must  be  done  by  stronger  hands  than  his.  Ah,  there  was 
work  to  be  done,  precious  work,  that  he  could  do.  There  were  little  chiU 
dren  to  be  watched  and  tended,  and  a burdened  mother  to  relieve.  And 
before  many  months  it  was  plain  how  their  little  hands  and  hearts  were 
stretched  lovingly  towards  him,  and  even  baby  chirped  more  cheerily  in 
his  arms.  It  was  a touching  sight  to  see  him  on  the  log  under  the  old 
beech-tree,  one  in  his  bosom,  another  hugging  his  knees,  a third  kneeling 
at  his  side,  listening  with  eager  face  to  “ little  Moses  hid  in  the  bulrush- 
es,” or  “Samuel  hearkening  to  God,”  or  the  “mocking  children  ate  up  by 
bears,”  or  that  “sweet  story  of  old,”  the  infant  Jesus  in  the  manger,  their 
own  blessed  Saviour.  The  old  man  was  never  tired  of  these  labors  of 
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love.  And  do  you  think  the  father  and  mother  could  help  hearing  what 
pleased  their  children  so?  No,  no.  His  good  words,  and  simple  godly 
talk  sunk  into  their  hearts  as  well  as  the  children’s,  like  small  seeds  into 
the  bosom  of  the  earth. 

“ Oh,”  sighed  the  young  mother  in  her  innermost  heart,  I want  to  be 
like  that  good  man.” 

That ’s  the  religion  for  me,”  said  the  strong  farmer,  thinking  of  it 
over  his  plough.  Then  they  asked  him  to  come  and  pray  with  them. 
And  the  good  deacon  fetched  out  his  old  family  Bible,  and  set  up  the 
family  altar  once  more,  as  it  used  to  be  under  the  old  roof  in  his  day. 

And  this  pleased  God,  and  he  sent  his  Holy  Spirit  down  into  the  little 
household:  Jesus  was  there  ; and  the  young  farmer  and  his  wife  sought 
Jesus,  and  found  him  ; and  by  and  by  they  united  with  the  little  church 
hard  by.  Then  they  called  the  old  man  “father,”  and  the  little  ones 
called  him  “dear  grandfather,”  and  he  had  the  best  seat  in  the  chimney 
corner,  and  nothing  was  too  good  for  him  to  have. 

Because,  you  observe,  when  “hard  times”  came  to  him,  as  they  have 
come  to  hundreds  and  thousands  in  our  land  this  year,  he  did  not  grum- 
ble and  complain,  or  lose  faith  and  get  discouraged ; he  did  just  what 
David  tells  us  to  do,  “ Trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good,  so  shalt  thou  dwell 
in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  he  fed'’  And  did  n’t  he  find  it  true  ? 

II.  c.  K. 


HOW  TO  DO  GOOD. 

It  is  not  by  a few,  fragmentary,  or  occasionally  great  and  brilliant 
efforts  that  Christ’s  work  is  to  be  done,  but  by  those  influences,  indirect 
as  well  as  positive,  which  distil  from  a life.  Patient,  earnest  Christian 
labor  never  fails.  Its  results  may  be  unostentatious,  moulding,  reforming, 
vitalizing  the  character,  unrecognized  perhaps  by  the  dim  spiritual  eye 
of  the  world,  but  not  unseen  or  unblest  by  Christ  himself,  for  whose 
d^ar  sake  it  had  been  wrought. 


THE  TRUE  END. 

Whoever  aspires  after  being  so  united  to  God  as  to  be  one  spirit 
with  him,  must  resolve  to  do  all  things  with  this  solo  view — to  please 
God.  This  I purpose,  this  I forbear,  this  I undertake,  this  I do,  this  I 
suffer,  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  God.  This  should  be  our  express  pur- 
pose at  all  times  when  we  have  time  to  nmke  it,  and  should  be  often 
renewed,  lest  our  own  will  come  to  be  the  rule  of  our  actions.  If  I am 
careful  to  do  this,  I shall  always  have  my  end,  whether  I succeed  or  be 
disappointed,  being  convinced  it  is  God’s  will.  Wilson. 

Grace  is  the  seed  of  glory  in  the  heart,  and  therefore  the  earnest  of 
the  future  inheritance. 
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HOW  TO  BEGIN  LIFE. 

A young  man  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  and  had  partly  paid  for 
his  first  piece  of  land  on  the  Vermont  hills.  Early  one  spring  morning 
he  shouldered  his  axe,  and  went  forth  to  his  first  hard  day’s  work  at 
clearing  it.  On  ascending  a rise  in  the  land,  and  looking  abroad  over  the 
far-reaching  and  beautiful  landscape,  the  green  below,  the  winding  Con- 
necticut, and  the  blue  above,  a deep  sense  of  accountability  to  God  pen- 
etrated his  soul.  He  was  alone.  He  glanced  back  over  his  forlorn  and 
hard-working  life,  and  beheld  restraining  mercy.  He  surveyed  his  pres- 
ent. Among  his  few  small  gains  he  saw  health,  strength,  hope,  and  an 
almighty  Saviour,  the  giver  of  all. 

“ I am  beginning  life,”  he  thought.  “ The  future  is  all  dark.  I must 
begin  it  with  God.” 

Leaning  his  axe  against  a birch,  and  kneeling  down  on  the  dewy 
ground,  he  prayed  for  the  forgiveness  of  his  sins,  and  for  grace  to  keep 
him  in  days  to  come ; he  prayed  for  guidance  in  the  choice  of  a fitting 
help- meet  for  the  trials  and  duties  of  life  ; he  prayed  to  be  kept  from  the 
clutches  of  a sheriff’s  hand;  and  for  a disposition  ever  ready  to  bring 
the  first-fruits  of  his  field,  and  the  firstlings  of  his  flocks  and  his  herds 
as  an  offering  to  the  Lord,  according  as  the  Lord  should  prosper  him. 
He  dedicated  his  soul  and  body  and  his  little  spot  of  land  to  the  Lord,  to 
be  His  in  a covenant  well-ordered  and  sure. 

It  was  a solemn  hour,  that  silent,  early  morning  hour,  to  the  young 
man  wrestling  with  his  first  great  consciousness  of  want,  and  reaching 
out  after  something  mightier  than  flesh  and  blood  to  lean  on. 

Half  a century  went  by,  and  an  aged  man  stood  upon  that  selfsame 
spot,  the  centre  of  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Vermont,  and  recalled  the 
memories  of  the  past.  “ There  failed  not,”  he  said  feelingly,  ‘‘  aught  of 
any  good  thing  which  tlie  Lord  had  promised.  Every  thing  came  to 
pass  that  I then  prayed  for.” 

And  to  know  him  is  to  know  one  who  has  been  a builder  and 
upholder  of  every  good  thing  in  the  town  where  he  lives.  He  is  the 
minister’s  friend  and  the  poor  man’s  adviser.  The  church  leans  on  his 
wise  counsel ; and  every  Christian  charity  receives  his  warm  support. 
Sons  and  daughters  were  born  to  him,  who  have  grown  up  and  gone  out 
bearing  their  father’s  imprint.  And  now  that  the  old  man  has  done  with 
the  rough  work  of  the  farm,  he  finds  more  time  for  the  no  less  arduous 
labors  of  Christian  love.  As  president  of  a local  Bible  Society,  quite 
likely  you  might  meet  him  in  the  byw^ays  of  that  snowy  and  rigorous 
region,  with  his  sleigh  full  of  Bibles  and  Testaments,  supplying  destitute 
homes  with  the  word  of  God,  and  feeding  hungry  souls  with  the  bread 
of  life.  c. 


Death  is  the  only  master  wdio  takes  his  servants  wdtliout  a character. 
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The  rude  Esquimaux  in  his  icy  solitudes  measures  life  by  winters,  as 
the  Indian  does  by  the  summers,  and  for  the  same  reason ; for  winter  is 
to  him  the  great  dominant  period  of  the  year.  He  calls  it  “ okipok,”  the 
season  of  fast  ice. 

When  the  day  has  come  again,  and  the  first  thawing  begins  to  show 
itself  in  the  sunshine,  he  tells  you  that  it  is  ‘‘ upernasak,”  the  time  of 
water-drops.  It  is  then  the  snow-bird  comes  back,  and  the  heath  is 
green  again  under  the  snow. 

About  the  end  of  May  comes  “upernak,”  the  season  of  thaws.  It  is 
his  true  summer.  Animal  and  vegetable  life  are  now  back  again  ; snow 
is  disappearing  from  the  hill-tops,  the  floes  drift  in  ice-rafts,  and  the 
water  torrents  pour  down  from  the  long-sealed  valleys. 

By  the  middle  of  August  the  upernak  has  passed  into  the  season  of 
no  ice,  ‘‘  aosak.”  It  is  really  never  iceless  ; but  the  floes  have  now  drift- 
ed to  the  south,  and  the  sea  along  the  coast  is  more  open  than  at  any 
other  period. 

The  fifth  is  a later  fall,  the  okiakut,”  w^hen  the  water  torrents  begin 
to  freeze  in  the  fiords,  and  there  is  no  thawing  but  at  noon-day,  and  win- 
ter returns  with  its  long  reign  of  cold  and  darkness. 

Can  the  children  of  this  frost-bitten  region  be  as  sportive  and  playful 
as  elsewhere?  one  involuntarily  asks.  “Yes,”  Dr.  Kane  replies,  who 
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once  came  upon  a merry  playground  directly  under  the  face  of  a glacier. 
The  children  each  had  a walrus-rib  for  a shinny-stick,  and  they  were  try- 
ing to  drive  a hurley,  made  out  of  the  round  knob  of  a flipper-joint,  up 
a bank  of  frozen  snow.  Roars  of  laughter  greeted  the  striker  as  he 
missed  his  blow,  and  eager  cries  told  how  close  the  match  was  drawing 
to  the  end. 

Strange — the  thought  intruded  itself,  but  there  was  no  wisdom  in  it — 
strange  that  these  famine-pinched  wanderers  of  the  ice  should  rejoice  in 
sports  and  playthings  like  the  children  of  our  own  smiling  sky!  How 
strange  this  joyous  merriment  under  the  monitory  shadow  of  these  jag- 
ged ice  cliffs  1 But  it  was  the  ordinary  life  of  these  children  of  the  same 
Creator,  and  they  were  playing  as  unconcerned  as  the  birds  that  circled 
above  our  heads.  “Fear  not,  therefore  ; ye  are  of  more  value  than  many 
sparrows.” 


A RICH  EXPERIENCE. 

The  world  in  its  eager  search  after  pleasure,  seeking  but  never  find- 
ing, might  well  turn  to  behold  the  joy  with  which  God  can  satisfy  the 
souls  of  those  who  seek  Him. 

“ I cannot  find  language  to  express  how  certain  the  everlasting  love 
of  God  appeared;  the  everlasting  hills  were  but  shadows  of  it,”  says 
Mrs.  Edwards,  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Edwards.  “Melted  and  overcome 
by  the  sweetness  of  this  assurance,  I fell  into  a great  flow  of  tears.  The 
presence  of  God  was  so  near  and  so  real,  that  I seemed  scarcely  con- 
scious of  any  thing  else.  I seemed  to  be  taken  under  the  care  and  charge 
of  my  God  and  Saviour  in  an  inexpressibly  endearing  manner.  The 
peace  and  happiness  which  I hereafter  felt  were  altogether  inexpressi- 
ble. The  whole  world,  with  all  its  enjoyments  and  troubles,  seemed  to  - 
be  nothing ; my  God  was  my  all  and  my  only  portion.  No  possible  suf- 
fering appeared  to  be  worth  regarding ; all  persecutions  and  torments 
were  a mere  nothing. 

“I  seemed  to  perceive  a flow  of  divine  love  come  down  from  the 
heart  of  Christ  in  heaven  into  my  heart  in  a constant  stream,  like  a stream 
or  pencil  of  sweet  light.  At  the  same  time  my  heart  and  soul  all  flowed 
out  in  love  to  Christ,  so  that  there  seemed  to  be  a constant  flowing  and 
reflowing  of  heavenly  love  from  Christ’s  heart  to  mine.  It  was  a pure 
delight  which  fed  and  satisfied  my  soul.  In  the  house  of  God  so  con- 
scious was  I of  the  joyful  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  I could 
scarcely  refrain  from  leaping  with  joy.  My  soul  was  filled  with  light  and 
love  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  this  exaltation  at  last  subsided 
into  a heavenly  calm,  and  a rest  of  soul  in  God,  which  was  even  sweeter 
than  what  preceded  it.” 


Repent,  or  wrath  to  come  is  the  alternative. 
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OLD  CHAIRS  AT  INTEREST. 

There  was  an  old  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  who  never  forgot, 
among  his  Thanksgiving  and  New-year’s  bestowments,  a poor  widow 
and  her  daughter  living  in  humble  lodgings  at  the  further  end  of  the 
town.  Whether  he  had  much  or  little  to  give,  few  or  many  to  give  to, 
they  were  never  stinted  or  forgotten.  To  whomever  else  his  purse- 
strings were  shut,  the  strings  were  always  open  to  them  ; and  so  often 
did  he  eke  out  their  scanty  income,  that  the  widow’s  last  days  seemed 
to  those  who  only  knew  her  then  to  be  her  best  days.  W/ii/  did  he 
have  this  friendly  look-out?  Tlicy  were  neither  of  his  parish  or  kin. 
One  day  he  began  to  rehearse  the  past,  and  tell  us  how  it  fared  with 
him  in  his  young  days.  “Ah,  when  Mary  and  I married,”  he  said,  “we 
were  young  and  foolish,  so  we  married  with  nothing  ahead.  We  rented 
a small  room,  bought  a bed,  a table,  a couple  of  platters,  and  so  and  so, 
when  our  money  gave  out,  and  we  found  we  had  no  chairs.  I was  not 
going  to  run  in  debt,  so  I told  Mary  to  turn  up  a tub.  A rich  lady  with 
a friendly  heart  found  us  out,  and  she  gave  us  half  a dozen  old  chairs, 
and  they  put  a new  look  on  our  little  establishment.  The  tables  arc 
turned  with  her  and  me  now;  she  is  poor.  You  know  her;  it  is  poor 
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Mrs.  M ; but  she  will  never  want  while  I live.  I never  forgot  those 

old  chairs.” 

The  secret  was  out.  It  was  the  interest  on  those  old  chairs  then 
which  maintained  the  poor  widow  and  her  daughter.  She  was  living 
upon  an  income  accruing  from  the  interest  and  compound  interest  of  a 
little  friendly  act  done  fifty  years  before. 

Do  we  not  sometimes  see  people  blest  in  unexpected  channels,  by 
ways  they  thought  not  of,  and  at  times  when  the  blessing  comes  like  an 
angel  unawares  ? We  wonder,  for  we  know  not  why  or  v/hence  it 
comes.  To  us  there  may  seem  no  natural  connection  between  the  spring 
and  the  stream,  the  giver  and  the  gift,  the  good  and  our  own  desert. 
Could  we  look  deeper,  we  might  possibly  find  it  the  compound  interest 
of  some  long-forgotten  kindness  or  earnest  counsel — of  some  self-denying 
act  or  secret  prayer.  To  us  they  had  as  it  were  ceased  to  be ; but  only 
as  the  seed  hidden  in  the  earth,  which  afterwards  sprang  up  and  spread 
our  table  with  its  wholesome  fruit.  . c. 


HALF-DAY  HEARERS. 

There  is  nothing  more  disheartening  to  the  minister  of  the  gospel 
than  half-day  hearers,  especially  if  they  are  members  of  his  church.  If 
he  is  chosen  to  be  their  teacher,  ought  they  not  to  come  and  hear  his 
instructions  ? If  he  is  appointed  to  lead  their  devotions,  ought  they  not 
to  bring  their  offerings  of  prayer  and  praise  ? If  he  is  put  into  the  pul- 
pit, should  not  they  be  in  their  pews,  to  uphold  him  by  their  attention, 
sympathy,  and  interest?  But  the  worst  of  it  is,  half-day  hearers  are 
losing  Christians.  They  are  losing  their  relish  for  divine  things.  They 
are  losing  their  sense  of  covenant  obligations.  They  are  losing  the 
power  of  prevailing  prayer.  Soon  they  are  lost  to  the  prayer-meeting, 
if  indeed  the  loss  did  not  begin  there.  Soon  too,  lost  in  worldly  conform- 
ity, they  become  the  heaviest  drags  on  the  moral  power  of  the  church, 
and  the  cases  which  weigh  with  most  sorrowful  solicitude  on  the  heart 
of  the  faithful  pastor. 


THE  PREACHER  AND  HIS  BIBLE. 

The  preacher  should  place  himself  in  relation  to  the  Bible,  not  as  a 
teacher,  but  as  a disciple ; not  as  a man  wdio  is  going  to  speak  to  others 
in  order  to  reproach  them  for  their  faults,  but  as  a sinner  who  feels  his 
own,  and  desires  to  feel  them  more  and  more ; in  fine,  not  as  a soldier 
who  comes  to  seek  for  weapons,  but  as  a criminal  who  comes  to  deliver 
himself  up  to  the  regenerating  hand  of  grace.  He  will  find  those  weap- 
ons for  which  he  has  not  sought  only  the  better  ; and  after  he  shall  him- 
self have  received  some  salutary  wounds  from  them,  he  will  only  use 
them  with  the  more  strength  and  intelligence. 
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THE  PERILS  OF  THE  WHALE  FISHERY. 

A New  Bedford  ship,  cruising  in  the  Soutli  Pacific,  after  capturing 
several  whales,  made  an  onslaught  one  morning  on  a fine  fat  fellow,  who 
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quite  unexpectedly  resented  the  insult.  Two  boats  were  engaged  in  the 
attack,  one  commanded  by  the  captain,  the  other  by  the  first  mate.  The 
w’hale  on  being  harpooned  by  the  mate  turned  upon  its  pursuers,  and 
rushing  towards  them  with  open  mouth,  gulped  the  boat  in,  and 
craunched  it  to  atoms  with  his  tremendous  jaws.  The  captain  instantly 
struck  for  the  scene  of  action,  and  rescued  the  imperilled  crew,  nine  in 
number.  The  ship  also,  six  miles  distant,  witnessing  the  frightful  spec- 
tacle, despatched  a boat  to  their  relief.  The  men  divided,  determined  to 
renew  the  attack.  As  before,  the  first  mate  led  the  advance.  The  whale 
perceiving  their  object,  made  a second  onset,  barely  allowing  the  men 
time  to  make  good  their  escape  into  the  sea. 

Captain  Deblois  a second  time  picked  them  up,  and  straightway  put 
for  the  ship.  The  monster  pursued  them.  Escape  seemed  impossible ; 
but  the  boat,  dodging  its  relentless  enemy,  reached  the  ship  in  safety, 
and  the  whalers  determined  to  follow  their  prey  to  the  bitter  end.  The 
conflict  was  carried  on  with  spirit  until  sundown,  when  the  Avhale  disap- 
pearing below  the  surface  of  the  sea,  the  whalers  were  not  sorry  to 
accept  it  as  a sign  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  at  least  for  the  present. 
Not  so  the  whale.  Suddenly  reappearing,  he  struck  the  ship  a blow  that 
set  her  quivering  from  stem  to  stern.  Nor  was  it  long  before  the  hapless 
crew  discovered  that  a large  hole  was  made  in  her  bottom,  and  she  was 
rapidly  sinking,  with  scarcely  time  to  save  a few  quarts  of  water  and  as 
much  wet  bread  from  the  wreck. 

The  boats,  containing  eleven  men  each,  were  leaky  and  unsafe — a 
poor  shelter  on  the  shelterless  ocean.  A dreary  prospect  opened  before 
them  on  the  morrow.  With  but  faint  hope  of  rescue,  they  directed  their 
perilous  course  northward,  and  the  second  day,  to  their  indescribable 
joy,  a sail  was  discovered  in  the  distance. 

The  unfortunate  men  were  picked  up,  well  cared  for,  and  landed  at 
Paita,  whence  in  due  time  they  found  their  way  home,  quite  satisfied 
that  they  had  met  the  prince  of  whales. 


BE  MASTER,  AND  NOT  BE  MASTERED. 

It  is  not  by  regretting  what  is  irreparable  that  true  work  is  to  be 
done,  but  by  making  the  best  of  what  we  are.  It  is  not  by  complaining 
that  we  have  not  the  right  tools,  but  by  using  well  the  tools  we  have. 
Where  we  are,  and  what  we  are,  is  God’s  providential  arrangement ; and 
the  wise  and  manly  way  is  to  look  our  disadvantages  in  the  face,  and  see 
what  can  be  made  out  of  them.  Life,  like  war,  is  a series  of  mistakes, 
and  he  is  not  the  best  Christian  nor  the  best  general  who  makes  the  few- 
est false  steps.  Poor  mediocrity  may  do  that;  but  he  is  the  best  who 
wins  the  most  splendid  victories  by  the  retrieval  of  mistakes.  Forget 
mistakes  ; organize  victory  out  of  mistakes.  Robertson. 
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WHAT  PREACHING  WILL  CONVERT  MEN? 

“ Brethren,”  said  Johannes,  a North  American  Indian,  a Moravian  con- 
vert, “ I have  been  a heathen,  and  have  grown  old  among  them,  therefore 
I know  very  well  how  it  is  with  the  heathen,  and  how  they  think.  A 
preacher  once  came  to  ns,  desiring  to  instruct  us,  and  he  began  by  prov- 
ing there  was  a God.  On  which  we  said  to  him,  ‘Well,  and  dost  thou 
think  we  are  ignorant  of  that?  Now  go  back  again  to  the  place  whence 
thou  comest.’ 

“ Soon  after,  another  preacher  came,  and  began  to  teach  us,  saying, 
‘You  must  not  swear,  nor  drink  too  much,  nor  lie,  nor  lead  wicked  lives.’ 
And  we  answered  him,  ‘ Fool  that  thou  art,  dost  thou  think  that  we  do 
not  know  that?  Go  and  learn  it  first  thyself,  and  teach  the  people  whom 
thou  belongest  to  not  to  do  those  things.’  Thus  we  sent  him  away. 

“ But  some  time  after,  Christian  Henry,  one  of  the  brethren,  came  to 
my  hut  and  sat  down  beside  me.  His  discourse  was  nearly  in  these 
words:  ‘I  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth. 
He  sends  me  to  acquaint  thee  that  he  would  gladly  save  thee,  and  make 
thee  happy,  and  deliver  thee  from  the  miserable  state  in  which  thou  best 
at  present.  To  this  end  he  became  a man,  gave  his  life  a ransom  for 
men,  and  shed  his  life  for  men.  All  that  believe  in  the  name  of  this 
Jesus  obtain  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  To  all  those  who  receive  him  by 
faith,  he  gives  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God.  The  Holy  Spirit 
dwelleth  in  their  hearts,  and  they  are  made  free,  through  the  blood  of 
Christ,  from  the  slavery  and  dominion  of  sin.  And  though  thou  art  the 
chief  of  sinners,  yet  if  thou  prayest  to  the  Father  in  his  name,-  and 
believest  in  him  as  a sacrifice  for  thy  sins,  thou  shalt  be  heard  and  saved, 
and  he  will  give  thee  a crown  of  life,  and  thou  shalt  live  with  him  in 
heaven  for  ever.’ 
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When  he  had  finished  his  discourse,  he  lay  down  upon  a board  in 
my  hut,  fatigued  by  his  journey,  and  fell  asleep. 

“ But  I could  never  forget  his  words.  They  constantly  recurred  to 
my  mind.  Even  though  I went  to  sleep,  I dreamed  of  the  blood  which 
Christ  had  shed  for  us.  I thought,  ‘ This  is  very  strange,  and  quite  dif- 
ferent from  what  I have  ever  heal’d.’  So  I went  and  told  Christian 
Henry’s  words  to  the  other  Indians;  and  thus,  through  the  grace  of 
God,  an  awakening  took  place  among  us. 

‘‘  I tell  you  therefore,  brethren,  preach  to  men  Christ,  his  blood,  liis 
sufferings,  and  his  death,  if  you  would  have  your  words  gain  an  entrance 
among  them,  if  you  wish  to  confer  a blessing  upon  them.” 

WHOM  DOES  THE  LORD  TRY  ? 

“ The  Lord  trieth  the  righteousJ^  The  furnace  in  which  God  places  his 
people  is  not  the  same  by  which  the  ungodly  world  is  tried.  He  has  the 
crucible  for  gold  and  the  crucible  for  earth — the  fire  of  love  and  the  fire 
of  wrath ; and  in '•nothing  will  he  more  distinguish  his  own  people  from 
the  ungodly — the  gold  from  the  ‘‘reprobate  silver” — than  in  the  mode 
by  which  both  are  thus  dealt  with.  He  tries  the  righteous  because  they 
are  righteous;  he  chastens  his  sons  because  they  are  his  sons.  He 
reproves,  rebukes,  afflicts  them,  because  he  loves  them,  having  chosen 
them  “ in  the  furnace  of  affliction.”  What  touching  words  of  Christ  are 
these:  ‘“As  many  as  I love  I rebuke  and  chasten.”  Thus  it  is  his  own 
people  on  whom  his  afflictive  hand  is  often  the  most  sorely  and  heavily 
laid.  “ The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous^ 

TOEING  THE  MARK. 

“ Brother,”  said  a man  to  his  neighbor,  “ we  miss  you  from  the  prayer- 
meeting. Do  n’t  let  us  see  your  seat  vacant  any  more.” 

“ I shall  go  where  I am  appreciated,"'  growled  the  brother,  in  resentful 
memory  of  some  fancied  or  real  slight. 

“ Did  Christ  go  where  he  was  appreciated  ? Did  Paul  ? The  blessing 
is  not  on  those  who  go  where  they  are  appreciated,  brother,”  rejoined 
his  friend.  “The  good  book  says,  ‘Blessed  are  the  meek;  blessed  are 
ye  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and  say  all  manner  of 
evil  against  you  falsely,  for  my  sake.’  If  we  are  Christ’s  followers,  we 
must  be  careful  to  toe  his  mark,  or  we  shall  lose  his  blessing.” 

The  Scriptures  place  much  of  religion  in  godly  fear ; so  much,  that  it 
is  often  spoken  of  as  the  character  of  those  who  are  truly  religious,  that 
they  tremble  at  the  word  of  God ; that  they  fear  before  him ; that  they 
are  afraid  of  his  judgments;  that  his  excellency  makes  them  afraid. 
The  saints  are  distinguished  by  the  term,  they  that  fear  the  Lord  ; and  true 
godliness  is  often  called  the  “ fear  of  God.”  Edwards. 
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It  is  computed  that  the  coal-beds  of  England  will  last  at  least  seven 
hundred  years  longer.  These  beds  are  deep  in  the  earth.  One  pit  in 
Cheshire  is  2,504  feet  in  depth ; another,  near  Manchester,  2,135.  The 
Durham  collieries  are  equally  deep,  and  are  worked  far  out  under  the 
bed  of  the  ocean.  In  some  of  the  copper-mines,  man  is  pursuing  his 
daily  labors  beneath  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  half  a mile  from  the 
shore.  To  aid  the  miner  in  these  severe  tasks,  gigantic  steam-engines 
are  employed  in  pumping  olf  the  water  from  these  vast  depths.  Wind- 
ing-engines, which  are  masterpieces  of  mechanical  skill,  are  ever  at 
work  raising  the  minerals  from  their  dark  abyss ; and  man-engines,  to 
save  the  tired  miner  the  toil  of  climbing  up  perpendicular  ladders  to  tho 
light  of  day. 

English  coals  cost  annually  a thousand  lives.  By  the  industry  of  its 
mining  population  there  is  yearly  added  to  thp  national  wealth  of  Eng- 
land more  than  thirty  millions  sterling,  which,  when  developed  by  the 
process  of  manufacture,  is  increased  in  value  ten-fold.  While  thus 
drawing  on  the  “ hoarded  treasure  ” embowelled  in  the  earth,  we  must 
not  forget  how  much  mental  labor  and  muscular  power  are  expended, 
and  how  large  a x^ercentage  of  human  life  is  annually  sacrificed  in  the 
struggle.  Comforts  cost  more  than  we  think. 


When  you  send  your  letters — for  so  Matthew  Henry  calls  our  pray- 
ers— be  sure  and  direct  them  to  the  care  of  the  Redeemer,  and  then  they 
will  never  miscarry. 
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THE  FIRST  LOAF. 

A change  at  last  came  in  my  kitchen  cabinet.  An  excellent  cook  left, 
and  her  place  was  supplied  by  one  with  a willing  heart  but  inexperi- 
enced hand.  She  stood  demurely  awaiting  my  instructions. 

“You  can  make  bread,  Nancy?  Sift  the  flour  and  set  some  rising  to- 
night.” “ That  was  never  my  work,  ma’am  ; but  you  tell  me  how,  and  I 
can  learn  quick.”  Heavily  did  the  answer  fall  on  my  ear.  How?  Yes, 
that  was  the  question ; and  what  a world  of  knowledge  seemed  pent  up 
in  that  short  monosyllable.  I remembered  my  mother  used  to 'talk  about 
“setting  the  sponge,”  “raising,”  “moulding,”  “baking  at  the  right  time:” 
snatches  these  of  information;  but  the  right  quantity,  quality,  or  even 
number  of  ingredients,  with  the  just  how  they  should  be  put  together, 
were  dark  as  night.  There  stood  Nancy. 

“Upon  the  whole,”  I said,  after  a moment’s  pause,  “as  there  is  enough 
else  to  do,  we  will  put  this  off,  and  use  baker’s  bread  for  the  present,” 
and  I felt  thankful  for  the  respite. 

Days  passed  on.  “Cannot  Nancy  make  bread?”  asked  my  husband 
at  last ; “ I am  getting  tired  of  the  baker.”  “ Oh,  certainly,”  I answered, 
quite  at  random ; “ but  this  is  about  as  nice  as  home-made  bread,”  in  a 
commending  tone,  and  taking  another  slice,  which  I did  not  want.  “ There 
is  nothing  like  good  home-made  bread,  such  as  my  mother  used  to  make.” 
His  mother ! The  standard  sent  a cold  chill  through  me.  Sometimes  I 
thought  of  confessing  our  dilemma,  and  asking  counsel.  An  inexperi- 
enced bride  is  not  in  bad  taste,  but  an  inefficient  wife — ah,  that  is  quite 
a different  sort  of  article. 

But  the  bread.  I rose  one  morning  cool  and  courageous,  determined 
to  try  my  hand  at  it.  “I  will  begin  with  pearl-ash  bread,”  I said;  “it 
will  be  the  safest  and  easiest.”  It  was  just  before  the  soda  and  cream  of 
tartar  recipe  came  into  vogue  to  help  poor  housekeepers  patch  up  their 
ignorance.  With  what  profound  interest  were  the  flour,  milk,  salt,  and 
pearl-ash  prepared  for  action.  “ Pearl-ash  enough,”  I said ; “ it  shall  be 
light;”  and  more  was  added.  Nancy  stirred,  the  pans  were  ready,  the 
fire  was  hot,  and  at  last. the  dough  was  deposited  in  the  well-heated 
oven.  I took  my  seat  beside  the  stove  to  watch  the  progress  of  the 
bake.  How  anxiously  did  I wait  for  it  to  rise.  The  plump  look  of  my 
mother’s  loaves  loomed  up  before  me.  Time  passed  on,  and  in  spite  of 
waiting,  wishing,  or  watching,  there  mine  lay,  beautifully  brown,  but — 
insuperably  flat. 

Dinner  came,  ana  George  walked  in  with  a friend  picked  up  to  dine. 
The  discomposed  flush  on  the  cheek  must,  I think,  have  given  the  lie  to 
my  welcome.  We  sat  down  at  table.  The  fish  was  nicely  browned, 
potatoes  and  other  side  dishes  were  well  served ; but  the  bread — upon 
which,  I well  knew,  George  staked  the  domestic  reputation  of  poor 
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wives.  It  was  passed  around.  He  took  a slice.  It  certainly  looked  like 
any  thing  but  bread,  studded  as  it  was  with  little  brown  spots  of  undis- 
solved pearl-ash.  And  then,  how  it  tasted ! An  odd  mixture  of  salt  and 
bitter,  more  fit  for  a dose  of  medicine  than  an  article  of  food.  My  hus- 
band looked  surprised  and  mortified.  “Is  there  no  other?”  he  asked  by 
his  glance.  I shook  my  head,  and  he  removed  the  unpalatable  morsel 
from  his  plate.  Ah  me  ! 

“Had  you  not  better  attend  to  the  bread-making  yourself,”  said 
George  when  we  were  alone,  “and  not  leave  the  most  important  part  of 
cooking  to  such  miserably  inexperienced  hands?”  It  was  said  pretty 
decidedly,  and  it  was  small  consolation  that  the  failure  was  saddled  on 
Nancy. 

I went  by  myself,  every  feather  in  my  cap  trailing  to  the  very  dust. 
There  stood  my  piano.  What  availed  all  the  time  and  industry  spent 
upon  thrumming  a few  tunes  ? Handsome  worsted  work  adorned  the 
parlor.  Here  and  there  a drawing  grinned  at  me  from  the  parlor  walls. 
Years  of  study,  books  without  number  read,  and  yet  miserably  ignorant 
of  the  very  A,  B,  C of  family  comfort  and  domestic  knowledge.  Has  not 
a man  a right  to  expect  his  wife  to  be  as  well  versed  in  her  department  as 
he  is  supposed  to  be  in  his  ? And  is  it  just  to  inflict  upon  him  and  his 
establishment  the  waste,  the  thriftless  labor,  the  crude  products  of  inex- 
perience and  ignorance  ? I believe  not. 

Let  every  young  woman  who  expects  to  become  a wife — and  who 
does  not? — look  well  to  these  things  before  she  leaves  the  maternal  wing. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  such  knowledge  “comes  to  you”  just  when  it  is 
needed.  Do  not  flatter  yourself  that  any  knowledge  is  endued  with  such 
gratuitous  generosity.  It  will  not  come  so.  The  fruit  of  knowledge  is 
only  gained  by  hard  work.  And  if  a woman  would  save  herself  much 
mortification,  anxiety,  and  waste,  let  her  not  enter  upon  housekeeping 
ignorant  of  the  duties  and  labors  which  a wife  must  preside  over  and 
engage  in  if  she  would  make  a true  “help-meet.”  k. 

Never  think,  parents,  who  have  seen  your  children  die,  that  after  they 
left  you  they  had  to  traverse  a dark,  solitary  way,  along  which  you  would 
have  liked,  had  it  been  possible,  to  have  led  them  by  the  hand  into  the 
presence  of  God.  You  did  so,  if  you  stood  by  them  till  the  last  breath 
was  drawn.  You  did  bear  them  company  into  God’s  very  presence,  if 
you  only  stayed  beside  them  till  they  died.  The  moment  they  left  you 
they  were  with  him.  The  slight  pressure  of  the  cold  fingers  lingered 
with  you  yet,  but  the  little  child  was  with  its  Saviour. 

Let  me  never  murmur,  be  dejected,  or  impatient  under  any  of  the  trou- 
bles of  this  life,  but  ever  find  rest  and  comfort  in  this:  This  is  the  will  of 
my  Father  and  of  my  God. 
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EARTHLY  AND  HEAVENLY  INTEREST. 

Ben  Adem  had  a golden  coin  one  day, 

Which  he  put  out  at  interest  with  a Jew: 

Year  after  year  awaiTing  him  it  lay, 

Until  the  doubled  coin  two  pieces  grew, 

And  these  two,  four ; so  on,  till  people  said, 

‘ ‘ How  rich  Ben  Adem  is ! ” and  bowed  the  servile  head. 
Ben  Salim  had  a golden  coin  that  day, 

Which  to  a stranger  asking  alms  he  gave. 

Who  went  rejoicing  on  his  unknown  way. 

Ben  Salim  died,  too  poor  to  own  a grave ; 

But  when  his  soul  reached  heaven,  angels  with  pride 

Showed  him  the  wealth  to  which  his  coin  had  multiplied. 


THE  FAMILY  DAY. 

“ Talking  of  ^ family  ties  ’ and  ‘ family  love  ’ and  ‘ family  gatherings,’ 
where  would  they  all  be  if  it  were  not  for  a ‘ family  day  ?’  ” said  a work- 
ing-man. 

“What  do  you  mean?”  I asked. 

“ I mean,”  he  replied,  “ that  the  Lord’s  day  is  the  ^ family  day.’  Why, 
I and  thousands  of  working-men  would  hardly  know  our  own  children,  if 
it  were  not  for  that  blessed  day  which  brings  us  all  together.  We  are  off 
in  the  morning  before  the  little  ones  are  up,  and  when  we  get  home  at 
night  they  are  mostly  gone  to  bed,  or  they  are  tired,  and  so  are  we,  and 
it ’s  not  very  much  we  can  know  of  one  another  at  the  fag  end  of  the 
week ; but  when  that  best  day  comes  that ’s  all  our  own,  then  we  can 
gather  together  round  the  table  or  fireside,  and  talk  to  one  another,  and 
we  can  go  to  the  house  of  God  together,  and  thank  him  that  he  has  given 
us  one  day  in  seven  as  a holy,  blessed  ' family  day.’  ” 

COMFORT  IN  AFFLICTION. 

On  visiting  a mother  at  the  death  of  her  little  daughter,  “Oh,”  she 
cried,  “ I would  give  a thousand  worlds  to  have  Mary  back.  I never, 
never  consented  to  give  her  up.”  And  a mother  on  the  loss  of  a son,  “ It 
is  so  hard  in  God  to  take  him  from  us.”  And  a wife  over  her  departed 
husband,  “ Why  could  he  not  have  been  spared,  and  useless  lives  taken  ?” 
Then  I came  to  the  house  of  one  who  had  lost  father,  mother,  brother, 
sister,  husband ; and  now  her  child,  her  only  child,  was  about  to  be  put 
in  the  grave ; and  what  did  she  say  ? “ The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord 

hath  taken  away ; blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  She  needed  no 
words  of  consolation  from  me.  A childlike  acquiescence  in  the  divine  will 
robs  affliction  of  its  bitterness,  and  turns  our  grief,  if  not  into  joy,  into  a 
means  of  reaching  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give  or  take  away. 


A TRUE  Christian  is  neither  fond  of  life  nor  weary  of  it. 
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One  line  of  peace  was  drawn  amid  the  tumult  of  war,  one  cord  ot 
union  was  thrown  across  the  continent  amid  the  distractions  of  I8G1 — 
the  Pacific  telegraph.  A bill  for  this  great  enterprise  passed  Congress 
in  June,  1860.  A survey  of  the  route  was  commenced  in  November  of 
the  same  year  by  Mr.  Edward  Creighton,  who  travelled  over  the  whole 
distance  on  mule-back,  much  of  the  time  alone,  visiting  and  conciliating 
the  Indians,  and  making  a thorough  examination  of  the  resources  of  the 
country  through  which  it  was  to  pass. 

The  California  State  Telegraph  Company  agreed  to  build  the  route 
from  San  Francisco  to  Salt  Lake.  The  party  this  side  of  the  mountains 
started  from  Omaha,  Kansas,  and  erected  their  first  post  on  the  fourth  of 
July,  1861.  It  consisted  of  four  hundred  men,  with  tents,  tools,  rifles, 
one  hundred  head  of  cattle,  one  hundred  wagons,  and  seven  hundred 
oxen  and  mules.  They  travelled  ten  miles  a day,  setting  up  thirty  posts 
to  a mile.  The  whole  line  is  on  posts  made  of  red  cedar  or  pine.  In 
parts  of  the  country  destitute  of  wood,  these  often  had  to  be  drxiwn  two 
hundred  and  forty  miles.  The  wire  used  is  galvanized  iron  \vire,  made 
at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  a mile. 
It  is  insulated  with  “ Wade’s  Insulators,”  consisting  of  glass  fastened  to 
a bracket  at  the  top  of  the  pole,  and  covered  with  a wooden  shield,  both 
bracket  and  shield  being  saturated  with  hot  coal  tar.  On  the  mountains, 
where  the  snows  arc  of  kuch  fabulous  depths,  the  posts  are  extra  large, 
high  enough  to  keep  the  wire  above  the  highest  drifts,  and  near  enough 
to  prevent  its  breaking  by  clogs  of  sleet  and  snow.  The  average  cost  is 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a mile.  They  reached  Salt  Lake  on  the 
18th  of  October,  and  the  California  party  six  days  after. 

The  reach  of  wire  across  the  continent  from  Cape  Race  to  San  Fran- 
cisco is  five  thougand  miles,  making  a difference  in  time  of  more  than 
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four  hours  and  a half.  A dispatch  from  New  York  at  the  busy  hour  of 
half-past  ten  would  hardly  find  the  California  merchant  out  of  bed.  The 
little  solitary  line  stretching  over  the  hills  and  far  away,  bearing  on  its 
airy  flight  joys  and  sorrows,  eager  hopes  and  crushing  disappointments, 
is  not  without  its  dangers  from  winter  storms  and  prairie  fires,  from  the 
stampede  of  the  buffalo,  and  the  treachery  of  the  Indian.  Yet  we 
believe  it  will  stand ; and  in  time  it  will  wind  along  the  Pacific  shore, 
cross  the  rough  waters  of  Behring’s  Straits,  span  the  Orient,  and  at  last 
beat  with  the  mighty  pulse  of  European  life,  binding  the  continent  in  a 
bond  of  commercial  amity  and  Christian  fellowship. 

TIME  AND  PATIENCE. 

Virgil  wrote  his  Georgies  at  the  rate  of  one  line  a day.  We  see 
Petrarch  returning  day  after  day  to  his  sonnets  to  alter  some  single 
word,  or  make  some  trifling  change  in  the  arrangement  of  a line.  The 
comparison  between  the  first  and  last  draught  of  Pope’s  Iliad  is  a lite- 
rary curiosity.  In  writing  his  Reflections  upon  the  French  Revolution, 
Edmund  Burke  had  sometimes  more  than  twelve  proofs  worked  off  and 
destroyed  before  he  could  satisfy  himself.  Massillon  sometimes  rewrote 
a single  sermon  fifteen  or  twenty  times.  A distinguished  scholar  in  our 
own  land  rewrote  the  most  useful  of  his  sermons  thirteen  or  fourteen 
times,  and  labored  with  a literary  friend  two  whole  days  on  as  many  sen- 
tences. A living  divine,  who  has  been  called  the  prince  of  our  pulpit 
orators,  spent  a fortnight  on  a single  paragraph  in  one  of  his  published 
sermons ; and  three  months  in  elaborating  another  discourse,  which  has 
probably  accomplished  more  good  .than  the  four  thousand  sermons 
which  were  written  by  another  pastor  at  the  rate  of  two  a week. 


THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  an  admirable  master-workman.  He  fills  a fisher- 
man, and  makes  a preacher  of  him.  He  fills  a persecutor,  and  transforms 
him  into  a teacher  of  the  GentileSo  He  fills  a publican,  and  makes  of 
him  an  evangelist.  Who  is  this  master-workman  ? He  needs  not  time 
for  his  teachings.  By  whatever  means  he  chooses,  so  soon  as  he  has 

touched  the  soul,  he  has  taught  it,  and  his  mere  touch  is  his  teaching. 

Gregory. 

“When  will  the  Sabbath  be  gone,  that  we  may  sell  wheat?”  Amos 
8:4.  Deliver  us,  gracious  God,  from  this  sin  of  covetousness — from 
being  weary  of  thy  Sabbaths,  which  are  ordained  to  preserve  in  our 
hearts  the  knowledge  of  thee  and  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

Temptation  to  Wrong-doing. — How  often  the  sight  of  means  to  do  ill 
deeds  makes  ill  deeds  done. 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


39 


Another  little  wave 
Upon  the  sea  of  life  ; 

Another  soul  to  save 
Amid  the  toil  and  strife. 

Two  more  little  feet 

To  walk  the  dusty  road — 

To  choose  where  two  paths  meet, 
The  narrow  and  the  broad. 


Two  more  little  hands 
To  work  for  good  or  ill 
Two  more  little  eyes  ; 
Another  little  will. 

Another  heart  to  love, 
Receiving  love  again ; 
And  so  the  baby  came, 

A thing  of  joy  and  pain. 


“DOMESTICS.” 

A ^‘grievous  necessity,”  Mrs.  May  calls  it ; and  in  many  families  the 
cause  of  how  much  waste,  ill-humor,  fault-finding,  and  discomfort ; be- 
sides affording  a fruitful  theme  of  abuse  and  backbiting  from  women  of 
whom  we  might  justly  expect  better  things.  Is  this  the  true  way? 

The  young  women  who  enter  our  families  to  help  us  in  our  domestic 
work  have,  it  seems  to  us,  a far  higher  claim  upon  our  sympathies  and 
our  affections  than  is  commonly  granted  them ; and  if  we  acquitted  our- 
selves Christianly  towards  them,  there  would  be  small  reason  for  com- 
plaint. You  have  taken  a young  girl  into  your  family.  Perhaps  she  has 
come  from  a comfortable  farmer’s  home,  and  left  a circle  of  brothers  and 
sisters,  loving  and  beloved.  Perhaps  she  is  homeless,  the  forlorn  frag- 
ment of  some  broken  household ; perhaps  a stranger  in  a strange  land. 
Now,  are  your  mutual  claims  cancelled  when  she  gets  through  her  weekly 
task,  no  matter  how,  and  you  have  paid  the  stipulated  wages  ? Shall 
you  be  selfish  and  exacting  ? Shall  she  be  careless  and  improvident  ? 
Shall  the  chief  object  of  each  be  to  get  out  of  each  other  as  much  as  pos- 
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sible,  regardless  of  any  higher  or  better  considerations  ? No,  no.  Do 
not  allow  yourself  to  settle  down  on  so  low  a platform. 

Feel  a genuine  interest  in  your  servants,  and  show  them  that  you  do 
so.  Make  their  chambers  comfortable  and  cheerful — a pleasant  spot  to 
retire  to ; give  them  every  necessary  facility  for  doing  their  work  well ; 
and  let  them  see  how  order,  tidiness,  and  thrift  have  a value  all  their 
own.  They  will  have  faults,  of  course ; that  you  must  expect ; and  what 
you  have  to  do,  is  to  help  them  to  amend.  Give  them  the  full  benefit 
of  coming  in  contact  with  a well-educated  Christian  woman.  It  must 
be  your  aim  to  improve  their  character  as  well  as  to  secure  their  labor. 
You  must  be  patient  and  kind  and  firm,  and  never  regard  as  hopeless  any 
efforts  for  their  good.  Do  not  expect  any  sudden  growth  of  excellences, 
for  you  know  that  growth  in  the  moral  as  in  the  physical  world  is  the 
result  of  time  and  labor ; and  as  disappointment  begets  discouragement, 
guard  against  it  oy  considering  the  unfavorable  influences  hitherto  sur- 
rounding them,  and  do  your  part  with  cheerful  courage.  There  are  many 
hours  of  loneliness  to  a single  servant.  You  know  not  the  void  in  her 
heart,  or  the  tares  that  may  fall  into  it  unawares.  Place  in  her  hands 
useful  books,  and  talk  with  her  about  their  contents.  If  she  is  alto- 
gether a stranger  in  your  town,  provide  her  with  a place  of  worship, 
introduce  her  to  the  pastor,  place  het  in  a Bible  class,  and  let  her  inter- 
ests all  take  root  in  a favorable  soil.  She  must  have  companions  of 
some  kind.  See  that  they  are  of  the  right  sort,  such  as  a good  mother 
would  desire  for  her  child.  If  you  find  she  has  formed  habits  and  con- 
nections which  you  cannot  approve,  do  not  arbitrarily  sunder  them ; 
win  her  confidence  and  secure  her  respect.  The  way  to  influence  her 
thus  is  not  difficult. 

And  while  you,  as  a Christian  woman,  are  solicitous  yourself  to 
improve  the  means  of  grace,  and  feel  a tender  anxiety  for  your  kindred 
and  friends ; while  you  give  your  money  and  your  personal  attention  to 
many  an  out-door  charity,  do  not  overlook  the  spiritual  welfare  of  any 
within  your  house  ; feel  that  the  soul  of  your  handmaid  is  committed  to 
your  care  ; pray  for  her  and  with  her,  and  labor  with  affectionate  ear- 
nestness to  bring  her  to  the  Redeemer  of  a lost  world. 

Believe  in  a warm,  hearty,  genuine  sympathy  between  employers  and 
the  employed.  We  have  no  right  to  expect  faithfulness  only  on  one  side- 
We  must  be  true  and  faithful  each  to  each.  And  the  relation  which  so 
many  heads  of  families  suffer  annoyances  from,  grumble  over,  and  only 
endure,  may  be,  and  can  be,  and  ought  to  be  not  only  a relief  from  care 
and  labor,  but  occasion  for  mutual  profit,  and  a bond  of  sincere  attach- 
ment. H.  c.  K. 

Let  our  motto  ever  be,  “None  hat  Christ,”  and  our  ever-increasing 
aspiration,  “ More  of  Christ.” 
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THE  CHRISTIAN  HOUSEHOLD. 

Oh,  happy  house,  where  thou  art  loved  the  best, 

Dear  Friend  and  Saviour  of  our  race, 

Where  never  comes  such  welcomed,  honored  Guest, 
Where  none  can  ever  fill  thy  place ; 

Where  every  heart  goes  forth  to  meet  thee, 

Where  every  ear  attends  thy  word. 

Where  every  lip  with  blessing  greets  thee. 

Where  all  are  waiting  on  their  Lord. 

Oh,  happy  house,  where  two  are  one  in  heart. 

In  faith  and  hope  are  one. 

Whom  death  can  only  for  a little  i^art, 

Not  end  the  union  here  begun ; 

Who  share  together  one  salvation. 

Who  would  be  with  thee.  Lord,  always, 

In  gladness  or  in  tribulation. 

In  happy  or  in  evil  days. 

Oh,  happy  house,  whose  little  ones  are  given 
Early  to  thee  in  earnest  prayer — 

To  thee  their  Friend,  who  from  the  heights  of  heaven 
Guardest  with  more  than  mother’s  care. 

Oh,  happy  house,  where  little  voices 
Their  glad  hosannas  love  to  raise. 

And  childhood’s  lisping  tongue  rejoices 
To  bring  new  songs  of  love  and  praise. 

Oh,  happy  house  and  happy  servitude. 

Where  all  alike  one  Master  own ; 

Where  daily  duty,  in  thy  strength  pursued. 

Is  never  hard  or  toilsome  known  ; 

Adhere  each  one  serves  thee,  meek  and  lowly, 
Whatever  thine  appointments  be, 

Till  common  tasks  seem  great  and  holy. 

When  they  are  done  as  unto  thee. 

Oh,  happy  house,  where  Thou  art  not  forgot 
When  joy  is  flowing  full  and  free. 

Oh,  happy  house,  where  every  wound  is  brought 
Physician,  Comforter,  to  thee: 

Until  at  last,  , earth’s  day’s  work  ended. 

All  meet  thee  in  that  home  above 
From  whence  thou  comest,  where  thou  hast  ascended, 
Thy  heaven  of  glory  and  of  love. 


“ TEMPERANCE,’^ 

Says  Dr.  Franklin,  “ puts  wood  on  the  fire,  flour  in  the  barrel,  meal  in  the 
chest,  money  in  the  purse,  credit  in  the  country,  contentment  in  the 
house,  clothes  on  the  children,  vigor  in  the  body,  intelligence  in  the 
brain,  and  spirit  in  the  whole  constitution.” 
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THE  STATESMAN  OF  TO-DAY 
Cannot  decide  upon  his  principles  and  purposes,  and  carry  them  out  by 
the  mere  force  of  his  high  position.  He  cannot,  like  Peter,  systematize 
the  civilization  of  a barbarous  empire ; he  cannot,  like  Colbert,  recon- 
struct the  finances  and  commerce  of  a great  kingdom ; he  cannot,  like 
Stein,  by  an  overpowering  fiat  raise  a whole  nation  out  of  serfdom  to 
civil  possessions  and  civil  rights.  He  is  powerless,  except  so  far  as  he 
can  induce  others  to  agree  with  him.  He  has  not  only  to  conceive  apd 
mature  wise  schemes,  but  he  has  to  undergo  the  far  more  painful  and 
vexatious  labor  of  jjersuading  others  of  their  excellence. 

Though  modern  statesmanship  may  call  for  other  qualities  than  those 
needed  in  former  days,  the  qualities  are  neither  fewer,  less  lofty,  nor  less 
rare.  A thorough  mastery  of  facts,  a clear  purpose,  a patient  temper,  a 
persevering  will ; a profound  knowledge  of  men,  the  motives  which 
actuate  them,  and  the  influences  which  sway  them ; skill  to  purchase  the 
maximum  of  support  by  the  minimum  of  concession ; tact  to  discern  the 
present  temper  and  the  probable  direction  of  popular  feeling  ; sagacity 
to  distinguish  between  the  intelligent  and  the  unintelligent  public  opin- 
ion— between  the  noisy  clamor  of  the  unimportant  few,  and  the  silent 
convictions  of  the  influential  many — between  the  outcry  which  may 
be  safely  disregarded,  and  the  expression  of  the  mind  of  the  country 
which  it  would  be  wrong  to  withstand : these  are  qualifications  surely 
which  demand  no  ordinary  combination  of  moral  and  intellectual  endow- 
ments. The  statesman  of  to-day  requires  as  comprehensive  a vision  and 
as  profound  a wisdom  as  those  in  former  times,  with  intenser  labor  and 
a far  wider  range  of  knowledge:  but  he  requires  other  gifts  once  scarcely 
needed ; for  he  has  not  only  to  decide  what  ought  to  be  done,  and  the 
wisest  way  of  doing  it,  but  he  has  to  do  it,  or  as  much  of  it  as  he  can,  in 
the  face  of  obstacles  which  would  have  baffled  Mazarin,  and  before  which 
Chatham  and  Walpole  might  well  have  stood  aghast.  To  be  useful  and 
great,  he  must  carry  the  nation  along  with  him,  and  be  the  representative 
and  embodiment  of  its  soberest  and  maturest  wisdom.  Greg. 


HARDNESS  OF  CHARACTER. 

Hardness  is  a want  of  minute  attention  to  the  feelings  of  others.  It 
does  not  proceed  from  malignity  or  a carelessness  of  inflicting  pain,  but 
from  a want  of  delicate  perception  of  those  little  things  by  which  pleas- 
ure is  conferred  or  pain  excited.  A hard  person  thinks  he  has  done 
enough  if  he  does  not  speak  ill  of  your  relations,  your  children,  or  your 
country ; and  then,  with  the  greatest  good-humor  and  volubility,  and 
with  a total  inattention  to  your  individual  state  and  position,  gallops 
over  a thousand  fine  feelings,  and  leaves  in  every  step  the  mark  of  his 
hoof  upon  your  heart.  Sidney  Smith. 
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THE  MURDERER  TOUCHED. 

A pious  physician  once  had  under  his  care  in  prison  a man  who  had 
murdered  his  wife,  and  was  sentenced  to  he  hung.  His  frequent  visits 
gave  him  many  opportunities  of  conversing  with  the  offender,  urging 
him  to  repentance,  warning  him  of  the  dreadful  perdition  awaiting  the 
ungodly,  and  presenting  the  Saviour’s  willingness  to  receive  even  the 
most  abandoned.  No  impression  could  be  made  on  him.  He  did  not 
feel  that  he  had  any  thing  to  repent  of,  and  often  quoted  Scripture  in  a 
most  scoffing  tone.  His  case  seemed  desperate. 

The  doctor  then  asked  a good  old  man  of  his  acquaintance  to  call  at 
the  cell.  When  he  again  visited  his  patient,  “Doctor,”  he  said,  “you 
do  n’t  understand  your  business.  You  come  here  to  benefit  the  souls  of 
us  poor  prisoners,  but  you  do  n’t  go  about  it  right.  That  dear  old  Qua- 
ker friend  of  yours  understood  how.  He  came  in  and  sat  down  right  by 
my  side.  With  a feeling  look  he  said  to  me,  ^ John,  wasn’t  it  gracious 
goodness  on  the  part  of  the  Almighty  that  he  should  have  loved  us  so 
much  as  to  send  his  only  begotten  and  well-beloved  Son  into  the  world  to 
save  such  sinners  as  thou  and  I ?’  Why,  doctor,  that  word  I killed  me. 
It  killed  me  dead.  I could  not  get  over  it.  That  that  good  man  should 
put  himself  on  the  same  level  with  me,  a vile  murderer,  neither  fit  to  live 
nor  to  die ! I cannot  keep  it  out  of  my  thoughts.” 

And  he  did  not.  The  hard  heart  melted.  The  poor  fellow  became  a 
true  penitent,  and  died  relying  on  his  Redeemer’s  blood  for  pardon  and 
peace  beyond  the  grave. 

THE  CORNER-STONE. 

I am  one  of  those  who  believe  firmly,  as  much  as  a man  can  believe 
any  thing,  that  the  greatest  resource  a nation  can  possess,  the  surest  prin- 
ciple of  power,  is  strict  attention  to  the  principles  of  justice.  The  com- 
mon proverb,  ‘ Honesty  is  the  best  policy,’  is  as  applicable  to  nations  as 
to  individuals.  Justice  is  not  only  the  best  foundation  of  all  public  pol- 
icy, the  surest  pledge  of  peace,  but  the  corner-stone  of  stability  in  gov- 
ernment. The  nation  deficient  in  justice  is  deficient  in  wisdom.  Fox. 

^THREE  WHATS. 

What  from?  Believers  are  redeemed  from  hell  and  destruction. 
What  by?  By  the  precious  blood  of  Christ.  What  to?  To  an  inherit- 
ance incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away.  Never  forget 
the  three  whats. 

“Mother,”  asked  a little  boy,  “what  made  father  such  a great  and 
good  man?”  ^ 

“ God’s  grace,  and  try,”  replied  the  mother. 

“That  all?”  said  the  little  boy.  Together  they  are  all-powerful. 
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HOW  TO  GET  RID  OF  DOUBTS. 

DAubigne,  after  having  come  to  a saving  knowledge  of  Christ,  was 
distressed  by  many  doubts  concerning  the  true  meaning  of  certain 
important  passages  of  Scripture.  Travelling  with  two  friends,  believ- 
ers like  himself,  he  proposed  stopping  at  Kiel,  at  that  time  the  home  of 
Kleuker,  who  had  for  forty  years  defended  Christianity  against  the 
attacks  of  infidel  theologians,  and  asking  that  able  and  excellent  divine 
to  elucidate  them.  They  accordingly  did  so,  and  D’Aubigne  waited  on 
Kleuker,  and  made  known  the  object  of  his  visit. 

“ Were  I to  succeed  in  ridding  you  of  them,”  replied  the  experienced 
man  of  God,  “ others  would  soon  arise.  There  is  a shorter,  deeper,  more 
complete  way  of  annihilating  them.  Let  Christ  be  really  to  you  the  Son 
of  God,  the  Saviour,  the  Author  of  eternal  life;  only  be  firmly  settled 
in  his  grace,  and  these  difficulties  of  detail  will  never  stop  you ; the  light 
which  proceeds  from  Christ  will  disperse  all  your  darkness.” 

The  young  man  felt  that  the  old  divine  had  showed  him  the  right  way. 
He  gave  himself  to  a more  prayerful  study  of  the  Bible,  and  with  his  two 
friends  was  searching  the  hid  treasures  of  the  epistle  to  the  Ephesians, 
when  these  words  in  the  third  chapter,  “Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to 
do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  can  ask  or  think,  according 
to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  him  be  glory,”  etc.,  fell  upon  him 
like  a mighty  revelation  from  God.  “ He  can  do  by  his  power  exceeding 
abundantly, repeated  DAubigne,  giving  himself  up  to  Christ  with  a full 
trust  for  the  work  to  be  done.  The  friends  knelt  down,  and  though  he 
had  never  fully  disclosed  his  inward  struggles  to  them,  the  prayer  of 
one  was  filled  with  the  utterances  of  his  own  wants  and  desires. 

“ When  I arose,”  said  DAubigne,  “ I felt  as  if  my  wings  were  renewed 
as  the  eagle’s.  From  that  time  forward  I felt  that  my  own  syllogisms 
were  of  no  avail,  that  Christ  was  able  to  do  it  by  his  power  working  in 
us,  and  the  habitual  attitude  of  my  soul  was  to  lie  at  the  foot  of  the  cross, 
crying  to  him  who  would  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  I could 
ask  or  think.  All  my  doubts  were  soon  dispelled ; and  not  only  was  I 
delivered  from  inward  anguish,  but  the  Lord  extended  to  me  peace  like 
a river.” 


When  our  Lord  bids  us  take  no  thought  for  the  morrow,  he  intends  to 
hinder  those  cares  and  /mrs  which  are  apt  to  distract  our  devotions,  and 
which  are  the  more  unreasonable,  because  they  can  never  change  the 
state  of  things. 

“ Those  who  attempt  to  preach  the  gospel  without  its  threatenings, 
do  not  preach  the  whole  gospel,  or  half  the  gospel,  or  any  part  of  the 
gospel  but  that  which  is  subversive  of  the  whole  gospel.” 
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FRESH  AIR. 

A distinguished  physician,  in  urging  the  importance  of  exercise  in 
the  open  air,  says,  “Every  possible  expedient  seems  to  be  adopted  in 
modern  houses  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  the  ‘ breath  of  life  ’ in  such 
exact  proportions  of  hydrogen  and  oxygen  as  our  Creator  intended  for 
the  growth  and  repair  of  the  human  system.  For  the  first  time  since 
men  began  to  live  in  houses,  we  have  no  fireplaces.  The  shrine  of  the 
Lares  has  been  removed,  and  our  houses  have  been  robbed  of  the 
domestic  hearth,  which  in  all  ages  has  been  regarded  as  the  symbol  of 
home,  with  ail  its  social  comforts  and  delights.” 

The  inmates  of  such  houses,  like  the  hot-house  plant,  are  unfitted  to 
endure  the  storms  of  winter.  It  was  a remark  of  the  venerable  Bede, 
that  w^hen  men  lived  in  houses  of  willow,  they  were  men  of  oak;  but 
when  they  lived  in  houses  of  oak,  they  were  willow.  Unwelcome  as  the 
truth  may  be,  we  accustom  ourselves  to  moderate  cold  within  doors 
before  we  can  successfully  resist  extreme  cold  without.  Halls  and 
sleeping  rooms  at  least  should  be  kept  cool,  that  the  inmates  during  a 
part  of  the  day  may  enjoy  its  invigorating  and  acclimating  influences. 
Men  must  be  made  to  understand  that  the  laws  of  God  in  regard  to 
health  are  inviolable,  and  that  they  cannot  be  broken  with  impunity  any 
more  than  the  laws  relating  to  the  planetary  system  can  be  disturbed 
without  interrupting  the  harmony  of  the  universe. 


“MANY  MEET  THE  GODS,  BUT  FEW  SALUTE  THEM.^ 

How  often  do  the  gods — keeping  to  the  language  of  this  old  proverb — 
meet  man  in  the  shape  of  a sorrow  which  might  be  a purifying  one,  or  a 
joy  which  might  elevate  their  hearts  to  thankfulness  and  praise,  in  a sick- 
ness or  a recovery,  a disappointment  or  a success ; and  yet  how  few,  it 
must  be  sadly  owned,  salute  them  ; how  few  recognize  their  august  pres- 
ences in  this  joy  or  this  sorrow,  this  blessing  added  or  this  blessing 
taken  away ! 

This  proverb  has  reference  to  man’s  failing  to  see  the  divine  presence. 
The  French  have  a like  proverb  as  to  our  failing  to  hear  the  divine  voice, 
being  drowned  by  the  deafening  hubbub  of  the  world:  The  noise  is  so 
great,  one  cannot  hear  God  thunder.  Trench. 


“ I CANNOT  desire,  as  some  people  do,  the  dismemberment  of  America,” 
says  De  Tocqueville.  “Such  an  event  would  inflict  a great  wound  on  the 
whole  human  race,  for  it  would  introduce  war  on  a great  continent,  from 
whence  it  has  been  banished  for  more  than  half  a century.  The  break- 
ing up  of  the  American  Union  will  be  a solemn  moment  in  the  history  of 
the  world.  I never  met  an  American  who  did  not  feel  this,  and  I believe 
it  will  not  be  rashly  undertaken.” 
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A DUCAL  SLAVE. 

The  Duke  of  Brunswick  has  three  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  dia- 
monds, a catalogue  of  which  embraces  258  quarto  pages.  One  is  valued 
at  $80,000;  another,  $70,000;  and  a number  at  $30,000  and  $20,000.  Some 
of  these  have  adorned  the  highest  places,  and  possess  a curious  and 
capricious  history.  Their  possession  holds  the  noble  duke  in  a strange 
captivity.  He  lives  in  a house  built  not  for  comfort  but  safety.  It  is 
burglar-proof ; surrounded  by  a high  w^all,  surmounted  by  a lofty  iron 
railing,  and  defended  by  innumerable  sharp  spear-heads,  which  are  so 
contrived  that  if  a person  touches  one  of  them,  a chime  of  bells  instantly 
ring  an  alarm.  The  diamonds  are  kept  in  a safe  built  in  a thick  wall.  It 
is  lined  with  granite  and  iron.  Its  locks  have  a secret  which  must  be 
known  before  they  are  opened ; if  opened  by  violence,  a discharge  of 
firearms  takes  place,  which  will  kill  the  robber,  and  at  the  same  time  set 
a chime  of  bells  ringing  in  every  room.  The  entrance  to  the  safe  is 
through  his  bedroom,  which  has  but  one  window  in  it,  whose  sash  is  of 
the  stoutest  iron ; its  shutters  are  iron,  and  cannot  be  opened  unless  one 
is  master  of  the  lock.  The  duke  sleeps  by  the  safe  with  a dozen  six- 
barrelled  revolvers,  loaded  and  capped,  beside  him  on  the  table.  He 
dares  not  sleep  from  home  a single  night,  and  of  course  remains  chained 
in  Paris  through  all  the  year.  True,  it  is  only  a chain  of  diamonds ; but 
what  more  galling  bondage,  both  of  mind  and  body,  could  a man  really 
have  ? It  is  the  spectacle  of  a soul  voluntarily  fettered  to  a miserable 
idolatry.  Who  would  be  in  his  place? 


Tiiou  must  hy  trial  know  what  bitter  fare 
Is  bread  of  others  ; and  the  way,  how  hard, 
That  leadeth  up  and  down  another’s  stair. 


MORAL  decay  IN  THE  FAMILY 
Is  the  invariable  j)relude  to  public  corruption.  It  is  a false  distinction 
which  we  make  between  public  integrity  and  private  honor.  The  man 
whom  you  cannot  admit  into  your  family,  whose  morals  are  corrupt,  can- 
not be  a pure  statesman.  Whoever  studies  history  will  be  profoundly 
convinced  that  a nation  stands  or  falls  with  the  sanctity  of  its  domestic 
ties. 

When  one  of  Dr.  Emmons’  students  had  finished  his  theological  stud- 
ies, and  had  taken  leave  of  his  instructor,  the  doctor  called  him  back, 
saying,  “ I have  omitted  one  very  important  caution.”  “ What  is  that?” 
asked  the  young  preacher.  “ In  all  your  public  services,”  said  the  doc- 
tor, ‘‘remember  to  leave  off  when  you  have  done.” 

Jane  Taylor  says,  “Preserve  me  from  affrontahle  people.” 
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“AS  MANY  AS  I LOVE  I CHASTEN.’^  Rev.  3:19. 

As  a father  ne’er  withdraws 
From  a child  his  all  of  love, 

Though  it  often  break  his  laws, 

Though  it  careless,  wilful  prove  ; 

Even  so  my  loving  Lord 
Doth  my  faults  with  pity  see  ; 

With  his  rod  he  chasteneth  me. 

Not  avenging  with  his  sword. 

All  things  else  have  hut  their  day ; 
God’s  love  only  lasts  for  aye. 

When  his  strokes  upon  me  light, 

Bitterly  I feel  their  smart ; 

Yet  are  they,  if  seen  aright. 

Tokens  that  my  Father’s  heart 
Yearns  to  bring  me  back  again 
Through  these  crosses  to  his  fold. 

From  the  world  that  fain  would  hold 
Soul  and  body  in  its  chain. 

All  things  else  have  but  their  day  ; 
God’s  love  only  lasts  for  aye. 

All  my  life  I still  have  found. 

And  I will  forget  it  never, 

Every  sorrow  hath  its  hound. 

And  no  cross  endures  for  ever. 

After  all  the  winter  snows 

Comes  sweet  summer  back  again. 
Patient  souls  ne’er  wait  in  vain  ; 

Joy  is  given  for  all  our  woes. 

All  things  else  have  but  their  day  ; 
God’s  love  only  lasts  for  aye. 

Since  then  neither  change  nor  end 
In  thy  love  can  e’er  have  place. 

Father,  I beseech  thee  send 
Unto  me  thy  loving  grace ; 

Help  thy  feeble  child,  and  give 
Strength  to  serve  thee  day  and  night, 
Loving  thee  with  all  my  might. 

While  on  earth  I yet  must  live  ; 

So  shall  I,  when  time  is  o’er. 

Praise  and  love  thee  evermore. 


Are  not  many  Christians  practical  atheists  with  regard  to  the  weath- 
er ? How  many  have  contracted  a habit  of  what  we  might  call  decent 
blasphemy  against  rain  and  cold,  fog  and  damp,  as  though  Providence 
had  no  concern  in  them,  or  as  though  the  check  they  offer  to  our  plans 
and  pleasures  were  the  designs  of  the  evil  one ! 
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TAKE  CARE  OF  YOUR  EYES. 

It  is  a good  rule  to  do  with,  the  eyes  as  you  should  not  do  with  chil- 
dren— humor  them.  When  it  is  time  to  use  glasses,  and  the  time  varies 
in  different  persons,  let  not  vanity  induce  you  to  postpone  them.  Injured 
vanity  may  possibly  be  healed,  injured  eyes  may  not.  Straining  the  eyes 
is  more  detrimental  to  them  than  using  glasses.  Never  fatigue  the  eyes ; 
never  read  while  riding  or  walking,  or  by  a waning  or  too  brilliant  light. 
One  should  never  hazard  so  delicate  and  so  invaluable  a sense.  Remem- 
ber, nature  never  forgives  an  injury.  The  exact  law  of  justice  is  the 
only  law  she  knows.  It  is  wicked  therefore  to  offend  her.  When  we 
reflect  upon  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  eyes,  their  constant  use,  their 
too  frequent  abuse,  it  is  wonderful  how  long-suffering  they  are.  Yet 
they  are  not  equal  to  charity  : they  will  not  endure  all  things.  They 
cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded ; they  cannot  be  too  kindly  treated. 


HINTS  ON  TALKING. 

A stories  must  be  told  in  conversation,  it  is  almost  a universal  and 
infallible  rule  that  they  cannot  be  too  short. 

Command  of  appropriate  language  is  as  indispensable  to  a colloquial 
speaker  as  to  an  orator  or  author.  Use  no  fine  phrases  or  rhetorical 
flourishes.  The  dialect  of  conversation  should  be  pure,  simple,  and  idio- 
matic. The  most  distinctive  quality  of  a genuine  talker  is  unpremedi- 
tated freshness. 

A stream  of  talk  is  always  toilsome,  for  conversation  ought  to  bubble 
up  in  unforeseen  succession  from  distinct  and  copious  springs. 


The  Bible  recognizes  but  two  specific  and  distinctive  characters — the 
sinner  and  the  Saviour,  and  all  others  are  but  modifications  of  these.  The 
saint  is  but  the  sinner  converted,  justified,  pardoned,  adopted,  sanctified, 
saved,  glorified.  And  all  the  official  relations  sustained  by  Christ  in  the, 
economy  of  salvation,  are  but  so  many  varied  and  beautiful  forms  of  the 
one  Saviour,  of  whom  it  is  said,  ‘‘  Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other  ; 
for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby 
we  must  be  saved.”  Dr.  Winslow. 

Well  might  Coleridge  say  that  the  fairest  flower  he  ever  saw  climb- 
ing round  a poor  man’s  window,  was  not  so  beautiful  in  his  eyes  as  the 
Bible  which  he  saw  lying  within. 

Though  ignorance  may  be  the  mother  of  devotion,  it  cannot  be  the 
mother  of  piety. 

The  less  Christians  conform  to  the  world,  the  more  the  world  will 
conform  to  them. 
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THE  YALIJE  OF  UNION. 

Union  in  states  cannot  be  too  highly  prized.  Thrifty  commerce,  pro- 
ductive agriculture,  skilful  arts,  enterprising  manufactures,  internal 
improvements,  facilities  for  learning,  the  activities  of  philanthropy,  seem 
to  have  their  life  and  health  and  power  almost  entirely  in  a large  union 
of  minds,  hearts,  and  hands.  The  wheels  and  cylinders  and  shafts  and 
bands  and  boilers  and  furnaces  and  pipes  of  a vast  and  complicated 
machinery,  when  lying  on  the  bank  of  a stream  which  is  to  put  them  in 
motion,  are  capable  of  no  achievement;  united,  adjusted,  and  moving 
together,  they  will  work  wonders,  and  perform  the  service  of  more  than 
a thousand  men. 

A man-of-war  with  its  ribs  and  planks  and  spars  and  guns  and  car- 
riages wrecked  or  stranded  on  the  shore,  is  an  unsightly  and  powerless 
thing.  The  same  ship  with  hull  and  masts  and  rigging  and  rudder  and 
compass  and  its  munitions  of  war  sound,  fast,  compact,  quietly  holding 
its  stern  thunder  for  the  coming  exigency,  has  majestic  power.  Here  are 
images  of  a great  nation  divided  and  united.  White. 


The  union  of  lakes,  the  union  of  lands, 
The  union  of  states  none  can  sever ; 
The  union  of  hearts,  the  union  of  hands, 
And  the  flag  of  our  Union  for  ever ! 


THE  ART  OF  LIVING  EASILY, 

As  to  money,  is  to  pitch  your  scale  of  living  one  degree  below  your 
means.  Comfort  and  enjoyment  are  more  dependent  upon  easiness  in 
the  detail  of  expenditure,  than  upon  one  degree’s  difference  in  the  scale. 

Let  yourself  feel  a want  before  you  provide  against  it.  You  are 
more  assured  that  it  is  a real  want;  and  it  is  worth  while  to  feel  it  a lit- 
tle, in  order  to  feel  the  relief  from  it. 

When  you  are  undecided  as  to  which  of  two  courses  you  like  best, 
choose  the  cheapest.  This  rule  will  not  only  save  money,  but  save  also 
a good  deal  of  trifling  indecision. 

GOOD  BREEDING. 

I think  that  none  can  do  so  much  good  in  the  world,  who  are  not 
well  bred,  as  those  who  are.  In  truth,  it  is  only  a modern  phase  for  that 
“ charity  ” which  St.  Paul  emphatically  says,  “ doth  not  behave  itself  un- 
seemly, and  is  not  easily  provoked ; which  vaunteth  not  itself,  and  is  not 
puffed  up ; which  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind.” 

I MORE  and  more  believe,”  says  Dr.  J.  W.  Alexander,  “ that,  first,  con- 
stant Bible  study,  using  Scripture  to  explain  itself,  and,  second,  the  cul- 
ture of  the  heart  by  prayer,  etc.,  are  the  great  preparations  for  the  pulpit.” 
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THE  THREE  FACES. 

We  are  now,  if  we  have  reached  middle  life,  very  much  what  we 
shall  be  to  the  end.  Not  much  more  will  be  made  of  us  here  ; but  who 
shall  estimate  what  may  be  made  of  us  in  immortality  I Think  of  a 
‘‘spiritual  body;”  think  of  a xjerfectly  pure  and  happy  soul.  I thought 
of  this  one  summer  evening  while  walking  through  a grand  ducal 
domain.  In  front  of  a noble  sepulchre,  there  are  sculptured  by  some 
great  artist  three  colossal  faces,  which  are  meant  to  represent  Life, 
Death,  and  Immortality.  It  was  easy  to  represent  Death.  The  face  was 
one  of  solemn  rest,  v.dth  closed  eyes  ; and  the  sculptor’s  skill  was  mainly 
shown  in  distinguishing  Life  from  Immortality.  He  had  done  it  well. 
There  was  Life,  a careworn,  anxious,  weary  face,  that  seemed  to  look  at 
you  earnestly,  and  with  a vague  inquiry  for  something — the  something 
which  is  lacking  in  all  things  here.  And  there  was  Immortality,  life-like, 
but  Oh,  how  different  from  mortahlife.  There  was  the  beautiful  face — 
calm,  satisfied,  and  self-possessed,  and  with  eyes  looking  far  away. 
Yes,  there  was  Immortality,  and  you  felt,  as  you  looked  at  it,  how  sub- 
lime a thing  it  was.  Boyd. 

THE  SUM  OF  TRAVEL. 

My  reigning  sentiment,  after  hurrying  and  exciting  travel  among  the 
thousands  of  this  unspeakably  teeming  ]population  of  Europe,  is  an 
impressiou  that  men  and  generations  pass  away  like  the  herb  of  the 
field,  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  abideth  for  ever.  His  kingdom  is  com- 
ing ; his  house  is  going  up  ; his  plan  is  unfolding ; old  traditionary 
things,  which  vain  man  calls  eternal,  are  crumbling  ; new  things  predict- 
ed, but  not  expected,  are  rolling  in  like  a flood ; our  life  and  that  of  our 
children  is  but  a link  in  the  great  chain.  I trust  I can  sometimes  add, 
“ Thy  kingdom  come  ; thy  will  be  done.”  Dr.  J.  W.  Alexander. 

QUERIES. 

Whether  we  do  not  err  in  ciphering  too  much  about  the  time,  men, 
and  money  it  will  take  to  convert  the  world  ? Whether  God’s  plan  is 
not  to  work  upon,  in,  and  by  a peculiar  people,  elect  and  called  ? Wheth- 
er his  plan  may  not  be  doing,  even  though  in  a “ little  flock  ?”  And 
whether,  consequently,  both  hopes  and  fears  do  not  mislead  us  as  to  the 
extensiveness  of  visible  success  ? 

A WORLD  from  which  solitude  is  excluded  is  a very  poor  ideal.  Soli- 
tude, in  the  sense  of  being  often  alone,  is  essential  to  any  depths  of  med- 
itation or  of  character ; and  solitude  in  the  presence  of  natural  beauty 
and  grandeur,  is  the  cradle  of  thoughts  and  aspirations  which  are  not 
only  good  for  the  individual,  but  which  society  could  ill  afford  to  do 
without. 
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THAT  HOOK. 

Two  young  clergymen  calling  on  Dr.  Emmons  in  his  study,  he  said  to 
them,  “ Do  you  see  that  hook  ? Both  of  you  are  young,  and  if  you  have 
not  such  hooks  on  your  study  doors,  I advise  you  to  put  them  on  with- 
out delay,  for  I am  more  indebted  to  that  hook  than  to  any  man  on  earth ; 
it  has  kept  me  free  from  many  interruptions.”  On  being  told  that  some 
ministers  might  need  the  hook  on  the  outside  of  the  door,  he  replied, 
Then  let  them  put  the  hook  on  both  sides  ; for  if  they  need  to  be  fastened 
in,  they  will  surely  need  to  fasten  the  world  out,^' 

MARTIAL  VIRTUES. 

We  are  apt  to  associate  a great  deal  of  'svickedness  with  a soldier’s 
life  ; but  it  need  not  be  so — it  should  not  be  so.  Army  discipline  edu- 
cates us  to  some  almost  forgotten  virtues — obedience  to  law,  self-denial, 
fidelity,  patriotism — the  hard  wood  of  character.  The  difficulty  is,  we 
have  built  up  our  boys  too  much  on  soft  wood.  We  want  more  ^^hearts 
of  oak.”  We  want  a national  character  which  will  stand  the  storm. 


Once  upon  a time  David  Hume  kindly  sent  Rousseau  a present  of  a 
dish  of  beefsteaks.  Rousseau  fired  at  this.  He  discerned  in  it  a deep- 
laid  insult.  He  put  it  that  Hume,  by  sending  the  steaks,  meant  to  insin- 
uate that  he,  Ptousseau,  could  not  afford  to  buy  proper  food  for  himself. 
Ah,  how  many  Rousseaus ! They  have  not  the  genius  indeed,  but  they 
have  all  the  wrong-headedness. 

A Quaker  once  called  on  a belligerent  debtor,  who,  hearing  his  voice, 
angrily  exclaimed  to  his  porter,  “ Tell  the  rascal  I am  not  at  home.” 
“Friend,  may  God  put  thee  in  better  temper,”  pleasantly  rejoined  the 
Quaker  as  he  departed.  Not  long  after,  the  penitent  debtor  sought  him 
out,  and  feelingly  asked  how  he  had  succeeded  in  governing  his  temjjer. 
“ By  never,  under  any  provocation,  allowing  my  voice  to  be  raised  above 
a gentle  tone,”  was  the  reply. 

No  conviction  gains  more  strength  than  that  our  great  study  should 
be  the  Bible.  Oh,  how  shall  we  check  the  waste  of  mind  upon  the  ever- 
increasing  frivolities  of  literature  ? Is  God  about  to  banish  our  imperti- 
nent rivalry  of  his  book  by  war,  discord,  or  other  calamities?  I hope 
not.  Let  me  begin  reform  at  home.  Alexander. 

“ Washington  is  the  only  man,”  said  Lord  Erskine,  “whose  character 
I cannot  contemplate  without  awe  and  wonder.” 


Dying  men  speak  little  of  Christianity,  and  less  of  any  system  of 
truth  or  laws  of  nature.  They  say,  Christ. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOV^ERNMENT. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

President  of  the  United  States  ....  ABKAHAM  LINCOLN,  of  Illinois. 
Vice-president  of  the  United  States  HANNIBAL  HAMLIN,  of  Maine. 

CABINET. 

Secretary  of  State WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED,  of  New  York. 

“ OF  THE  Treasury SALMON  B.  CHASE,  of  Ohio. 

“ “ Interior CALEB  B.  SMITH,  of  Indiana. 

“ “ Navy GIDEON  WELLES,  of  Connecticut. 

“ OF  War EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Attorney-General EDWAED  BATES,  of  Missouri. 

Postmaster-General MONTGOMEEY  BLAIE,  of  Maryland. 

JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  TTATES. 

Chief-Justice EOGEE  B.  TANEY,  of  Maryland. 

Associate  Justice SAMUEL  NELSON,  of  New  York. 

“ “ EOBEET  C.  GEIEE,  of  Pennsylvania. 

“ “ JOHN  M.  WAYNE,  of  Georgia. 

“ “ JOHN  CATEON,  of  Tennessee. 

“ “ NATHAN  SWAYNE,  of  Ohio. 


United  States  Military  Force. — At  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion, 
inaugurated  by  the  attack  on  fort  Sumter,  the  entire  military  force  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  government  was  16,000  regulars,  employed  in  the  AVest  to  hold  in  check 
marauding  Indians.  In  April,  75,000  volunteers  were  called  upon  to  enlist  for 
three  months’  service,  and  responded  with  such  alacrity  that  77,875  were  imme- 
diately obtained.  Under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  22,  1861,  the 
States  were  asked  to  furnish  500,000  volunteers  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war ; and  by  the  act  approved  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  the  addition  of 
25,000  men  to  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States  was  authorized.  The  result 
is  that  we  have  now  an  army  of  upwards  of  600,000  men.  If  we  add  to  this  the 
number  of  the  discharged  three  months’  volunteers,  the  aggregate  force  furnished 
to  the  government  since  April,  1861,  exceeds  700,000  men. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  there  were  86  officers  of  the  rank  of  major 
and  upwards  who  were  able  to  do  duty.  Of  these,  62  remained  loyal  in  the 
United  States  service,  though  many  of  them  were  natives  of  Southern  states. 
Only  17  are  known  to  have  been  in  the  rebel  army.  Ten  of  the  eleven  general 
officers  of  the  United  States  army  in  1862,  and  182  out  of  the  204  field  officers,  were 
graduates  of  West  Point,  or  veterans  in  the  service. 


United  States  Naval  Force. — On  the  fourth  of  March,  1861,  there  were  in 
commission  and  at  the  service  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  only  42  vessels,  carry- 
ing 555  guns  and  7,600  men.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  in  commission 
264  vessels,  carrying  2,557  guns  and  over  22,000  men.  To  these,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  were  soon  afterwards  to  be  added  52  new^  steamers  pecul- 
iarly adapted  to  coast-guard  duty,  three  of  them  iron-clad : the  Monitor,  Galena, 
and  New  Ironsides. 


Post-office  Department. — The  gross  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1861,  was  $8,349,296.  The  expenditures  for  the  year  were  $13,606,759.  Number  of 
Post-offices,  28,586. 

Kansas  was  admitted  as  a state  during  the  second  session  of  the  thirty- sixth  ^ 
Congress,  making  the  whole  number  thirty-four;  also  three  territories  were 
organized : Colorado,  Nevada,  and  Dakota. 
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Mercantile  Failures. — In  1857,  there  were  reported  in  the  Northern  states 
4,257  failures,  involving  an  indebtedness  of  $265,818,000.  In  1861,  5,935  failures, 
with  an  indebtedness  of  $178,632,130.  During  the  first  four  months  of  1861  the 
reported  failures  in  the  Southern  states  were  1,058,  with  an  indebtedness  of 
$28,578,257.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  mercantile  indebtedness  of  the  South  to 
the  North  was  reckoned  at  $211,000,000. 


Port  of  New  York.— The  arrivals  from  foreign  ports  in  1861  were  5,122;  an 
increase  of  571  over  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  passen- 
gers was  185,837;  the  whole  number  being  80,790,  against  266,627  in  1860.  The 
Cahfornia  steamers  made  35  trips,  and  brought  gold  to  the  amount  of  $34,379,547. 


Losses  by  Fire  in  1861. — The  total  number  of  reported  fires,  at  each  of  wliich 
the  loss  exceeded  $20,000,  was  183.  Entire  loss,  $18,020,000.  Add  to  this  the  loss 
by  less  destructive  fires,  and  by  the  burning  of  bridges  and  other  property  in 
war,  and  the  total  for  the  year  would  exceed  $45,000,000.  At  47  of  the  fires,  102 
lives  were  lost. 


Railroad  accidents  in  1861  were  63,  in  which  101  were  Idlled  and  459  injured. 


Steajviboat  accidents  were  19,  in  -which  fi9  were  kiUed  and  80  wounded.  These 
reports  are  incomplete. 


Revolutionary  Pensioners.— Only  63  names  remained  on  the  Pension  Rolls  at 
Washington  July  1,  1861.  Probably  not  50  no-'V  remain. 


Earthquakes  in  1861. — The  most  serious  of  these  occurred  on  the  night  of 
March  20,  at  Mendoza  in  the  Argentine  Rcpublio,  S.  A.  Mendoza  lies  some  2,900 
feet  above  the  sea-level,  on  the  eastern  slope  of  tlie  Andes.  The  shock  lasted  but 
about  five  seconds;  but  nearly  the  -\vhole  town  wus  in  this  brief  time  laid  waste, 
and  more  than  8,000  lives  were  lost.  Deep  caverns  were  opened  into  the  moun- 
tains, the  summits  parted  asunder,  and  in  many  places  the  earth  opened  like  a 
bomb-shell,  ejecting  -water  and  enormous  stones. 


"Volcanic  Eruptions  in  1861. — The  most  important  cmption  of  the  year  took 
place  from  a heretofore  ujiknown  volcano  at  Djebel  l)ubbeh,  on  the  east  coast  of 
Africa,  in  lat.  13°  5T  N.  and  long.  41°  20^  E.  It  comnnmced  May  7,  and  continued 
at  intervals  three  or  four  days ; accompanied  with  loud  shocks  like  hea\y  artil- 
lery, heard  at  places  nearly  400  miles  apart,  and  by  clouds  of  dust  which  were 
borne  to  immense  distances.  At  Edd,  a day’s  journey  off,  on  the  Abyssinian 
coast,  the  dust  was  knee-deep,  and  its  fall  on  the  first  day  caused  almost  total 
darkness. 


Interior  of  Australia. — The  whole  of  this  vast  islai  id-cxmtinent,  except  a 
border  of  100  miles  or  more  on  the  surrounding  ocean,  ha  s been  supposed  to  bo 
an  uninhabitable  desert,  rocky,  sandy,  and  inaccessible.  B ut  recent  explorations 
have  proved  that  an  immense  territory  of  good  land  exists  in  the  interior.  The 
four  men  who  made  this  discovery,  ivith  one  exception,  perisiied  with  fatigue  and 
starvation  on  their  return. 


Falls  of  Zambesi,  South  Africa. — Dr.  Livingston  in  a recent  letter  states  that 
in  his  book  of  Travels  ho  greatly  underestimated  the  magnitude  of  the  Victoria 
falls  in  the  Zambesi  river,  which  are  probably  the  most  Avonderful  in  the  world. 
Their  breadth,  aaRIcIi  he  estimated  at  1,000  yards,  is  noAV  ascertained  to  be  at 
least  1,86D  yards,  with  a sheer  fall  of  310  feet. 
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TELEGRAPHY. 

Tlie  most  notable  recent  telegraph  item  is,  the  completion  of  the  Pacific  line, 
connecting  the  Mississippi  valley  with  San  Francisco,  and  furnishing  the  last  link 
needed  for  telegraphic  communication  across  the  whole  continent  from  Cape  Race 
to  the  Pacific,  a stretch  of  about  5,000  miles.  Its  route  is  by  forts  Kearney,  Lar- 
amie, and  Bridger,  through  the  South  Pass  in  the  Rocky  mountains.  Salt  Lake 
City,  fort  Crittenden,  the  Simpson  route  to  fort  Churchill,  Carson  valley,  and  over 
the  Sierra  Nevada  to  Placerville  and  San  Francisco.  The  cost  of  the  line  is  about 
$250  j)er  mile,  or  some  $500,000.  It  is  worked  by  Morse’s  instruments,  and  the 
charge  on  ten  words  from  New  York  through  is  about  $6. 

There  is  now  in  operation  a telegraph  line  2,000  miles  long,  from  Los  Angelos, 
south  of  San  Francisco,  to  Yreka  in  the  north.  This  has  probably  been  extended 
ere  this  to  Vancouver,  whence  Mr.  Collins  proposes  to  carry  it  along  the  north- 
west coast  of  America  and  over  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Asia.  In  this  plan  the 
Russian  government  will  cooperate,  being  already  far  advanced  in  a line  of  tele- 
graphs across  the  Ural  mountains  to  Irkutsh ; so  that  in  1864  it  is  expected  the 
route  will  be  completed  from  St.  Petersburg  to  the  Pacific.  The  transit  from  Asia 
to  America  must  probably  be  made  by  the  range  of  Aleutian  islands. 

In  land  telegraphy  the  chief  difficulties  have  been  well  surmounted,  but  in  sub- 
marine telegraphy  much  remains  to  be  accomplished.  Out  of  12,000  miles  of  sub- 
marine cable  laid  since  1851,  only  3,000  miles  are  now  in  working  order.  Three 
things  are  essential  to  success : perfect  insulation  of  the  conducting  wire,  exter- 
nal protection,  and  means  of  laying  the  covered  wire  or  cable  in  the  bed  of  the 
ocean  uninjured.  In  regard  to  the  best  material  for  conductors,  much  experi- 
menting has  not  discovered  any  substance  superior  to  pure  copper.  The  best 
insulating  material  is  supposed  to  be  india-rubber,  which  was  first  used,  and  then 
for  a time  superseded  by  gutta-percha,  but  is  now  regaining  the  preference.  It  is 
tough,  highly  elastic,  of  less  specific  gravity  than  water,  easily  manipulated, 
extremely  durable  under  water,  and  nearly  impervious  to  moisture.  - Both  this 
and  gutta-percha,  however,  are  porous  under  the  great  pressure  they  are  subject 
to  in  deep  water  ; and  this  seems  to  be  the  great  difficulty  to  overcome,  to  render 
them  more  perfect  insulators.  Much  study  has  been  given  to  the  best  mode  of 
depositing  the  cable  vdthout  injury;  but  whether  any  form  of  cable  can  be  ren- 
dered perfectly  serviceable  in  the  ocean’s  bed,  is  yet  an  open  question. 

Private  telegraphs  have  begun  to  be  established  both  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe.  In  London,  a “Private  Telegraph  Company”  has  been  instituted,  and 
furnishes  a person  with  the  use  of  a private  wire  for  £4  a mile  per  annum.  A rope 
containing  30  to  50  wires  is  suspended  from  a pole,  all  insulated,  and  branching 
off  where  wanted.  Their  apparatus  is  remarkably  simple,  easily  managed,  and 
always  in  order.  The  cur.rent  is  produced  by  turning  a piece  of  soft  iron  near  a 
magnet ; and  to  send  a message,  it  is  only  necessary  to  press  in  succession  the 
keys  to  which  are  affixed  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  you  wish  to  use,  and  to  turn 
a little  handle,  upon  which  the  message  is  at  once  transferred  to  a similar  instru- 
ment at  the  other  end. 


Mineral  Products  of  Great  Britain. — The  yearly  mineral  production  of 
England  is  stated  by  Sir  R.  I.  Murchison  at  80,000,000  tons  of  coal ; 8,000,000  tons 
of  iron  ore,  yielding  3,826,000  tons  of  pig  iron  ; 236,696  tons  copper  ore,  yielding 
15,968  tons  of  copper  ; 6,695  tons  of  tin,  63,525  tons  lead,  and  4,357  of  zinc.  Total 
value  of  metals  and  coals,  $185,000,000. 


Steam  on  Common  Roads. — So  much  attention  has  recently  been  given  to  this 
subject  in  England,  that  Parhament  has  taken  some  measures  for  the  regulation 
of  the  expected  tr  avel — limiting  the  weight  of  the  locomotives  and  their  burdens, 
the  number  of  miles’  travel  per  hour,  the  number  of  attendants,  width  of 
wheels,  etc. 
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THE  USE  OF  IRON. 

This  is  rapidly  increasing,  for  a great  variety  of  constructions.  Stores  and 
PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  ill  great  numbers  are  now  erected,  the  entire  frame-work  being 
of  cast  iron.  Our  city  streets  are  now  adorned  with  many  an  elegant  front  of  this 
material,  the  ornamental  work  of  which  could  be  executed  in  marble  only  at  an 
immense  cost.  A new  era  too  has  opened  in  the  construction  of  bridges,  result- 
ing from  the  use  of  iron ; witness  the  tubular  bridge  over  the  Menai  straits,  and 
the  great  suspension  bridge  at  Niagara.  Stone  bridges  do  not  exceed  150  feet 
span,  nor  cast-iron  250  feet ; but  modern  science  crosses  rivers  400  or  500  feet  in 
width  without  any  support  in  the  middle  of  the  stream.  Even  spans  greatly 
exceeding  this  may  be  bridged  with  safety,  up  to  1,800  or  2,000  feet,  when  the 
structure  would  fall  by  its  own  weight.  In  the  use  of  iron  'wire,  it  is  found  neces- 
sary to  regard  the  fact  that  great  tension  combined  with  vibration  rapidly  injures 
the  elasticity  and  cohesion  of  the  wire,  Avithout  changing  its  fibrous  texture  to  a 
crystalhne.  Yet  it  is  believed  that  good  iron,  not  overtaxed  in  this  way,  wiU 
prove  one  of  the  most  desirable  building  materials  at  our  disposal.  The  cables 
of  the  Niagara  bridge  are  free  from  vibration,  and  ought  to  last  hundreds  of  years. 

In  SHIP-BUILDING  the  use  of  iron  has  largely  increased;  witness  the  Persia 
and  Great  Eastern ; and  many  think  it  is  destined  almost  wholly  to  supersede 
Avood — especially  in  vessels  of  Avar,  in  which  recent  events  liaA^e  roused  so  intense 
and  universal  an  interest  throughout  the  world.  A complete  revolution  in  naval 
affairs  has  taken  place,  the  full  extent  of  which  is  not  yet  learned.  Wooden  ships, 
even  “hearts  of  oak,”  are  found  utterly  unable  to  sustain  a conflict  Avith  iron-clad 
ships,  anned  with  rifled  cannon,  and  cannon  of  a calibre  heretofore  unattempt- 
ed— Avith  solid  shot  and  shells  of  various  kinds,  AATOught  iron  shot,  steel-pointed 
bolts,  and  many  other  devices  for  reaching  an  enemy  at  a distance,  and  penetrat- 
ing or  crushing  his  defences.  The  boasted  naAues  of  the  old  Avorld  Avere  largely 
reduced  byAhe  application  of  steam  to  navigation,  Avhen  a small  steam  corvette 
AA'as  found  more  effective  than  a heavy  sailing  three-decked  man-of-Avar.  More 
recently  even  steam- vessels  have  been  in  like  manner  proved  of  little  value,  unless 
their  ^sides  Avere  rendered  impenetrable  to  modern  artillery.  It  is  still  an  open 
question  Avhether  any  iron-plating  that  Avill  float  can  Avithstand  the  crushing  and 
boring  assaults  that  may  be  made  upon  it ; the  hmits  of  offensive  and  defensive 
Xiower  and  skill  are  not  yet  reached.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a Avell-directed  round 
shot  from  the  fifteen-inch  Ptodman  guns  recently  constructed  by  the  United  States 
government  Avould  crush  its  Avay  through  the  sides  of  the  Warrior  in  England,  the 
La  Gloire  in  France,  or  any  other  iron-clad  a'osscI  afloat,  unless  it  be  the  Monitor. 

TXIE  MONITOR. 

This  famous  little  vessel,  also  called  Ericsson’s  Floating  Battery,  was  con- 
tracted for,  October  5,  18G1,  to  be  built  by  Capt.  Ericsson  in  one  hundred  days,  and 
tested  under  fire  before  its  acceptance  by  government.  On  the  night  before  March 
9, 1862,  it  reached  Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  and  on  the  next  day  fought  the  memorable 
battle  Avith  the  iron-xflated  Merrimac  and  several  gunboats,  which  Avas  the  first 
experiment  Avith  iron-plated  vessels  in  actual  combat.  The  Merrimac  had  destroy- 
ed the  United  States  ships  Cumberland  and  Congress  with  all  ease,  her  OAvn  armor 
still  invulnerable  ; but  the  Monitor  stayed  her  further  ravages,  and  forced  her  to 
retreat  for  repairs.  A brief  description  Avill  be  of  general  interest. 

The  Monitor  has  first  a flat-bottomed  hull  of  three-eighth  inch  iron,  six  and  a 
half  feet  deex>  and  sharp  at  both  ends ; 124  feet  long  and  34  feet  AATde  at  the  toxi. 

;On  this  rests  another  flat  hull,  Avitli  perpendicular  sides  five  feet  high — composed 
of  an  inner  guard  of  iron,  a wall  of  Avhite  oak  thirty  inches  thick,  and  an  outer 
coat  of  iron  armor  six  inches  thick.  This  upper  hull  is  174  feet  long  and  over  41 
feet  Avide,  thus  projecting  beyond  the  loAver  hull  25  feet  at  each  end  and  three  feet 
seven  inches  on  the  sides.  In  battle,  the  loAver  hull  is  submerged,  and  all  of  the 
upper  hull  but  some  18  inches.  Tiic  deck  is  bomb-proof,  and  level  fore  and  aft ; 
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nothing  appearing  above  it  but  the  flag-staff,  the  smoke-stack,  the  pilot-house, 
and  the  round  tower.  The  pilot-house  is  in  front  of  the  tower,  and  is  very  strong. 
The  tower  is  twenty  feet  in  diameter  and  nine  feet  high.  It  stands  in  the  centre 
of  the  deck,  is  built  wholly  of  iron  plates  an  inch  thick,  nine  of  these  plates  cov- 
ering each  other,  and  is  pierced  for  two  11-inch  Dahlgren  guns.  The  whole  tower 
rests  on  a solid  bed,  and  can  be  made  to  revolve  at  pleasure,  directing  the  guns 
at  any  point  of  the  compass,  whatever  the  position  of  the  deck.  The  Avhole  ves- 
sel seems  almost  absolutely  invulnerable,  and  its  brilliant  success  has  won  the 
admiration  of  the  world. 

Meanwhile  it  is  also  proposed  to  build  steam-rams,  of  immense  size  and  great 
speed,  capable  of  running  down  with  ease  any  ordinary  vessel  of  war,  and  of  dash- 
ing in  the  side  of  the  most  powerful  armor-clad  antagonist  by  the  stroke  of  the 
sharp  and  strong  beak. 


The  Pneumatic  Dispatch  Company  in  London  finding  their  system  of  tubes— 
for  sending  small  parcels  over  town  by  atmospheric  pressure— to  work  well,  have 
decided  to  enlarge  their  tubes  to  a height  of  two  feet  nine  inches,  and  a width  of 
two  feet  six  inches,  and  a semi-circular  top.  The  tube  is  made  of  cast  iron,  in 
segments  19  feet  long,  fitted  into  each  other  with  a common  socket  joint  packed 
with  lead.  The  trucks  run  on  ledges  in  each  lower  corner  of  the  tube,  an  inch 
high  and  two  inches  wide.  They  have  four  flanged  wheels  20  inches  in  diameter, 
and  are  made  of  a frame  seven  or  eight  feet  long  enclosed  in  sheet  iron.  Light 
india-rubber  flanges  are  applied  at  each  end  of  the  truck ; but  even  these  do  not 
fit  the  tube  tightly.  Yet  the  slight  windage  that  is  left  does  not  interfere  with  the 
speed  of  transit.  A fourth  of  a mile  of  the  tube  was  laid  down,  with  various  curves 
and  gradients,  as  an  experiment ; and  through  this  a ton  of  cement  in  bags  was 
sent  in  a carriage  in  fifty  seconds,  then  two  tons  in  eighty  seconds,  and  then  one 
ton  and  a living  dog.  Afterwards  two  gentlemen  took  their  places  in  the  carriage, 
lying  on  their  backs  upon  mattresses,  and  were  passed  through  with  equal  celerity, 
without  inconvenience.  The  speed  of  25  to  50  miles  iier  hour  may  be  obtained 
with  this  mode  of  conveyance. 


Photography. — On  the  Chicago  and  Milwaukie  railroad,  when  a person  applies 
for  a commutation  or  season  ticket,  he  encloses  his  photograph,  taken  on  a small 
gummed  label,  and  this  is  afiixed  to  the  ticket  he  receives.  The  conductor  is  thus 
enabled  to  see  at  a glance  whether  the  bearer  of  a pass  is  its  true  owner  or  not. 

In  the  famous  Mettray  colony  in  France  for  young  convicts,  every  urchin  has 
his  photograph  taken  on  his  arrival,  and  again  when  discharged.  The  first  shows 
the  rags,  dirt,  and  degradation — the  careworn,  timid,  crafty,  and  defiant  look  of 
the  young  thief ; the  second  shows  the  same  boy  transformed  by  good  training — 
healthy,  clean,  contented,  energetic,  and  honest. 

Many  new  modes  and  applications  of  the  photographic  art  are  invented.  Thus 
in  Munich  a Photographic  Atlas  of  the  Nervous  System  of  the  Human  Frame  is  in 
the  course  of  pubheation.  Photographs  are  transferred  by  a new  process  to  wood, 
to  be  engraved  for  printing.  A process  has  also  been  discovered  for  producing 
photographic  and  other  pictures  on  glass  in  enamel  colors. 


Steam  Farming. — Small  locomotives,  mo  inted  on  four  w'heels,  travel  from  vil- 
lage to  village  in  England,  with  attendant  threshing  machines,  performing  the 
whole  work  of  threshing,  winnowing,  and  cleaning  at  less  than  half  the  cost  of 
hand  labor.  It  is  hoped  that  ploughing  may  yet  be  profitably  done  by  steam  ; but 
at  a twelve-day  trial  with  steam-ploughs  at  Leeds,  England,  the  results  were 
unsatisfactory.  Two  only  of  the  engines  passed  over  the  ground;  the  others 
were  stationary,  and  drew  the  ploughs  by  long  ropes.  The  fastest  work  was  about 
three  acres  in  four  hours,  and  the  cost  ranged  from  $1  38  to  $2  10  per  acre.  The 
engines  cost  from  $2,500  to  $4,000  each. 
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Petroleum  or  Rock  Oil. — There  are  various  forms  of  bitumen,  some  solid, 
and  others  fluid  at  ordinary  temperatures,  and  sometimes  very  volatile.  For 
many  years  bitumen  in  the  solid  form  has  been  used  for  paying  the  bottoms  of 
ships,  for  pavements,  and  for  gas-maldng ; but  in  the  liquid  form  of  petroleum  it 
was  used  mainly  for  medicinal  purposes.  Its  use  for  lubricating  pui'poses  has  of 
late  much  increased,  and  the  discovery  of  numerous  and  copious  oil  springs  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Virginia,  Canada,  etc.,  has  given  a surprising  impulse  to  its 
use  for  a great  variety  of  purposes.  As  yet,  American  refiners  have  manufactured 
only  burning  fluid,  lubricating  oil,  and  paraftine ; but  Enghsh  manufacturers  have 
derived  from  these  other  and  more  valuable  secondary  products.  The  precise 
mode  by  which  petroleum  is  evolved  from  the  carbonaceous  matters  contained  in 
the  rocks  that  furnish  it,  is  not  yet  fully  kno\vn,  but  is  probably  distillation  at  a 
low  temperature.  It  is  found  at  various  depths  in  the  rocks,  and  is  evidently  the 
accumulation  of  ages.  The  quantity  daily  drawn  from  wells  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  two  years  ago,  was  estimated  at  over  500  barrels.  In  January,  1862,  30,000 
barrels  passed  over  a single  raih'oad — the  Erie  and  Philadelphia.  The  collecting, 
transporting,  manufacturing,  and  vending  this  have  created  a business  of  great 
magnitude  with  unprecedented  rapidity. 


Birds — Do  not  kill  them. — In  1861,  the  harvests  in  France  were  unusually 
poor,  and  a government  commission  to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  failure  made 
an  elaborate  inquiry  into  the  whole  matter  with  the  aid  of  eminent  naturahsts. 
The  chief  cause  was  found  in  the  ravages  of  certain  insects,  whose  habits  were 
carefully  studied,  and  those  of  the  birds  that  feed  upon  them.  One  insect  lays 
2,000  eggs  ; but  a single  tomtit  devours  200,000  eggs  in  a year.  A swallow  devours 
over  500  insects  in  a day,  eggs  and  all.  A sxiarrow’s  nest  in  Paris,  where  other 
food  is  found  in  abundance,  was  found  to  contain  700  pairs  of  the  upper  vangs  of 
cockchafers.  The  value  of  the  wheat  destroyed  by  insects  in  one  dex^artment  of 
Franco  was  fixed  at  four  milhons  of  francs,  whilo  vines,  olives,  and  even  forest- 
trees  were  suffering  severely.  Birds  alone  could  keexi  down  this  excess  of  insect 
life,  and  yet  some  80  millions  of  birds’  eggs,  it  was  estimated,  Averc  destroyed 
every  year  in  ah  France.  The  report  quotes  as  botli  true  and  striking  the  saying 
of  some  xihilosopher,  “ The  bird  can  hve  Avithout  man,  but  man  cannot  hve  Avith- 
out  the  bird.” 


Wide  distribution  of  Gold. — Mr.  Eckfeldt,  assayer  of  the  United  States  Mint 
at  Philadelxfliia,  reports  the  results  of  several  examinations,  Avhich  shoAv  that  gold 
in  minute  quantities  is  very  AAddely  diffused.  Underneath  the  city  of  Philadelxfliia 
hes  a bed  of  clay  xierhaps  three  Ifiiles  square  and  fifteen  feet  deep.  A portion  of 
this  AA^as  taken  from  a depth  of  fourteen  feet,  and  duly  assayed.  It  yielded  one- 
eighth  of  a milligramme  of  gold  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  grammes  of  clay— or 
about  three  cents’  Avorth  of  gold  in  each  cubit  foot.  At  this  rate,  the  bed  of  clay 
alluded  to  contains  $126,000,000  worth  of  gold ; and  al  the  clay  Avitliin  the  corpo- 
rate hmits  of  that  city  contains  more  gold  than  has  yet  been  brought  from  Cali- 
fornia and  Australia.  In  this  latter  country,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  globe, 
experience  proves  that  the  gold-bearing  veins  arc  usually  rich  only  near  tlic  sur- 
face of  the  earth.  They  decrease  in  richness  rapidly  as  they  increase  in  depth. 


Poison  for  Noxious  Animals. — So  many  deaths  have  occurred  from  the  use 
of  arsenic  and  xfliosphorus  for  this  purpose,  that  a French  chemist  was  cmxfloycd 
to  devise  a substitute  safer  and  as  efficacious.  He  recommends  a mixture  con- 
sisting of  talloAV  17  parts,  tartar  emetic  3 parts,  and  euphorbium  1 part.  The 
poison  here  is  easily  detected  by  chemical  analysis,  and  is  not  in  the  form  of  bis- 
cuit, pills,  or  powder ; Avhile  the  mixture  is  distasteful  to  man  and  not  to  animals, 
and  would  produce  vomiting  in  man  if  accidentally  SAvalloAVcd,  but  not  in  rats, 
mice,  or  moles. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  SOCIETIES,  ETC. 

BOSTON.— Am.  Board  for  For.  Missions,  1st  Tues.  in  Oct.;  Rev.  Rnfus  Anderson,  D.  D., 
Rev.  Selah  B.  Treat,  Sec’s;  J.  M.  Gordon,  Treas.,  Miss. -house,  33  Pemberton-square ; Rev.  Geo. 
W.  Wood,  Sec.,  A.  Merwin,  Agent  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues. 
in  May  ; Rev.  Jos.  G.  Warren,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  33  Somerset-st.  Am.  Educa.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  I.  N.  « 
Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farweil,  Treas.,  15  Cornhill.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  (national)  N.  E.  Branch, 

G.  Punchard,  Sec.,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Treas.,  40  Cornhill.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  at  Boston,  last  Wed.  in 
May;  Rev.  J.  W.  Alvord,  Rev.  J.  P.  Warren,  Sec’s;  Henry  Hill,  Treas.,  28  Cornhill.  Mass. 
Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.D.,  Sec.,  Cong’l  Lib.  Mass.  S.-S.  Soc.,  Rev.  A.  Bul- 
lard, Sec.,  M.  H.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  H.  D.  Noyes,  Agt.,  117  Wash- 
ington-st. 

NEW  YORK. — Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  John  C.  Brigham,  D.'D.,  Rev.  Jos. 
Holdrich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  J.  R.  Taylor,  Sec’s ; Caleb  T.  Rowe,  Esq.,  Gen.  Agt.,  Henry  Fisher,  Esq., 
Assist.  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-place.  Am.  and  For.  Bib.  Soc.,  Rev.  D.  C.  Haynes,  Cor.  Sec. 
Geo.  Gault,  Treas.,  U.  D.  Ward,  Dep.  Agt.,  115  Nassau-st.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm.  H.  WyckofF, 
LL.  D.,Cor.  Sec.,  Rev.  C.  A.  Buckbee,  Assist.  Treas., 350  Broome-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  Wed.  pre- 
ced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hallock,  D.  D.,  Rev.  0.  Eastman,  Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson, 

D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; 0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home  Miss.  Soc., 
Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Milton  Badger,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Daniel 
P.  Noyes,  Sec’s;  C.  R.  Robert,  Treas.,  Benj.  G.  Talbert,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible-house, Astor-place. 
Am.  Bap.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  Benj.  M.  Hill,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  115  Nassau-st.  Board  of  For.  Miss, 
of  Pres.  Church,  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  Rev.  John  C.  Lowrie,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s;  Wm.  Rankin, 
Jr.,  Treas.,  23  Centre-st.  Am.  and  For.  Chris.  Union,  Tues.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev. 
Robert  Baird,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  Rev.  A.  E.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  Finan.  Sec.,  15G  Chambers-st.  Am. 
Seamen’s  Friend  Soc.,  Mond.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  H.  Loomis,  Rev.  S.  B.  S.  Bissell, 
Sec's;  S Brown,  Assist.  Treas,  80  Wall-st.  Am.  Temp.  Union,  2d  Thurs.  in  May,  evening;  Rev. 

J.  Marsh,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  No.  10  Park  bank.  Prot.  Epis.  Church  Miss. — Domestic  Com.,  Rev. 

R.  B.  Van  Kleeck,  D.  D.,  Sec.  and  Gen.  Agt.,  17  Bible-house;  For.  Com.,  Rev.  S.  D.  Denison, 
Sec.,  No.  19  Bible-hcuse.  Evan.  Knowl.  Soc;,  Rev.  H.  Dyer,  D.  D.,  11  Bible-house.  Meth. — 
Book  Concern,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D..  and  J.  Porter,  D.  D.,  Agents,  200  Mulberry;  Mission.  Soc.,  J. 

P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D.,  Treas.,  200  Mulberry-st. ; S.  S.  Union,  D.  Wise, 

D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  Tract  Soc.  M.  E.  Ch.,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D.,  Treas.  ; D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec., 
200  Mulberry-st.  Ref.  Dutch — Dom.  Mission,  Rev.  A.  Du  Bois,  Cor.  Sec.;  Board  of  Pub.,  Wm. 
Ferris,  Agent,  103  Fulton-st.,  Jno.  I.  Brower,  Treas.;  Foreign  Mission,  Rev.  Philip  Peltz,  Cor. 
Sec.,  103  Fulton-st. ; J.  W.  Baker,  237  Broadway,  Treas.  Soc.  for  Coll,  and  Theol.  Educa.  at 
West,  Rev,  T.  Baldwin,  Sec.,  80  Wall-st.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  Rev.  S.  S. 
Jocelyn,  Sec’s;  L.  Tappan,  Treas.,  G1  John-st,  Am,  and  For.  Anti-Slav.  Soc.,L.  Tappan,  Cor. 
Sec.,  61  John-st.  N.  Y.  State  Colon.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D,,  Cor.  Sec.,  27  Bible-house, 
Astor-place.  N.  Y.  S.-S.  Union,  R.  G.  Pardee,  Agt,,  599  Broadway;  and  Am,  S.-S.  Union,  Rev. 

J.  H.  Burtis,  Sec.,  G.  S.  Scofield,  Agent,  599  Broadway.  New  York  Sab.  Com..  Rev,  R.  S, 
Cook,  21  Bibie-house. 

PHILADELPHIA.  — Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  929  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Agt.  and  Supt.  Colp.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  F,  A.  Packard,  Esq.,  Rec.  Sec.,  1122  Chestnut-st.  Gen. 
Assem.  Boards — Domestic  Missions,  910  Arch-st.,  T.  L.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; S.  D.  Powel, 
Esq.,  Treas.  Board  of  Education,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Wm.  Chester,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  Rev.  R. 
Watts,  Asst.  Sec.;  Rev.  F.  D.  Ladd,  Cor,  Sec.;  William  Main,  Treas.  Board  of  Publication, 
821  Chestnut-st.,  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; Rev.  W.  M.  Engles,  D.  D.,  Editor;  Win- 
throp  Sargent,  Publish.  Agt. ; Jas.  Dunlap,  Esq.,  Treas.  Am.  JBap.  Publica.  Soc.,  530  Arch-st. ; 
Rev.  B.  Griffiths,  Sec.,  Rev.  J.  N.  Brown,  Ed.  Sec.,  Jas.  S.  Dickinson,  Dep.  Agt.  and  Assis. 
Treas.  Penn.  Bible  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st.,  Jos.  H.  Dulles,  Sec.  'Phila.  Educa.  Soc.,  3fiTues. 
day  in  March;  Chas.  Brown,  Sec.  ; Wm.  Purves,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Phila.  Home  Miss. 
Soc.,  4th  Tues.  in  April;  Rev.  Robert  Adair,  Sec.,  H.  Perkins,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Luth. 
Board  of  Pub.,  first  Mon.  each  month,  42  North  ninth-st.  Pres.  Pub.  Com,,  1364  Chestnut-st., 
Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  Sec.;  William  Purves,  Treas. 

YORK,  PA. — Gen,  Synod  of  Luth,  Church,  in  United  States,  1st  Thurs,  in  May,  1864. 
General  Lutheran  Societies  at  the  same  time  and  place:  Parent  Educa,,  Home  Miss.,  For. 
Miss.,  Church  Extension,  Historical,  and  Publication  Societies. 

WASHINGTON. — American  Colonization  Society,  3d  Tues.  in  Jan. ; Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor. 
Sec. ; Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  Fin.  Sec, 

RICHMOND. — Sou,  Bap.  Conv. — For.  Miss.  Board,  Rev.  J.  B.  Taylor,  Rev.  A.  M.  Poindexter, 
Sec’s;  Dom.  Miss.  Board,  Rev.  J.  Walker,  Sec. ; Bible  Board,  W.  C.  Buck,  Sec.,  Nashville. 
CHARLESTON. — Southern  Baptist  Publication  Soc.  Rev.  I.  P.  Tustin,  Sec. 
MINISTERS’  MEETINGS. — Ge^.  Conference  in  Maine,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso,, 
New  Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  Aug.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  As- 
sociA.,  Mass.,  4th  Tues,  in  June.  Evan.  Conso.,  R.  I.,  2d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  Conn.,  3d 
Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven. Prot.  Epis.  Ch.,  1st  Wed. 
in  Oct,  Gen.  Assembly  Pres,  Church,  3d  Thurs,  in  May.  Gen.  Confer.  M.  E.  Church, 
May  every  4th  year  from  1860,  Gen.  Synod  Ref,  Dutch  Church,  on  the  1st  Wed.  in  June. 
Gen.  Synod  Evang.  Lutheran  Church,  biennially  in  May  of  even  years. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS.— New  Eng.,  Newport,  E . I.  Second  day  after  2d  Sixth 
day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  York,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third  Second  day 
in  Fourth  mo.  Balti.,  last  Second  day  but  ene  in  Tenth  mo.  North  Carolina,  New  Garden,  ^ 
Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Eleventh  mo.  Ohio,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Second  day  after, 
first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana,  Whitewater,  on  Fifth  day  preced.  first  First  day  in  Tenth 
month. 
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FAMILY  BIBLE,  EOYAL  OCTAVO. 

A NEW  EDITION,  witli  enlarged  type  ; tlie  Notes  most  tlioronglily  and  care- 
fully revised  by  able  biblical  scholars.  It  comprises  1,501  large  royal  octavo 
pages,  with  new  Maps  engraved  expressly  for  this  edition  ; a summary  view  of  its 
contents  prefixed  to  each  book ; a Chronological  Index  and  Tables  of  the  Patri- 
archs and  Prophets ; a Synopsis  of  the  Harmony  of  the  Gospels  ; a Family  Kec- 
ord,  etc. 

Price  $3  in  good  leather  binding,  or  in  3 vols.  cloth;  gilt,  S4  ; post.,  $1  12. 

It  is  commended  as  of  inestimable  value  for  use  in  the  Family  and  the  Closet, 
and  by  Bible-class  and  Sabbath-school  Teachers  and  Scholars. 

Also  the  octavo  edition,  in  one  volume  sheep  and  3 vols.  cloth,  $2 ; gilt,  $2  75. 

OTHER  BIBLE  HELPS. 

DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE,  with  250  Engravings,  five  Maps,  and 
Chronological  and  other  Tables — pp.  534,  large  12mo.  80c.,  or  $lgilt;  $1  25 
sheep  ; $2  25  morocco.  A very  popular  and  truly  invaluable  work. 

CRUDEN’S  CONDENSED  CONCORDANCE;  $1  sheep. 

LOCKE’S  COMMONPLACE-BOOK  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE  ; 60c.,  or  85  gilt. 

THE  BIBLE  TEXT-BOOK,  or  the  Principal  Texts  relating  to  the  Persons, 
Places,  and  Subjects  occurring  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  For  the  use  of  ministers, 
teachers,  visitors,  and  all  students  of  the  Bible.  Large  18mo.  25c.,  or  35  gilt. 

YOUTH’S  BIBLE  STUDIES,  complete  in  six  parts ; with  175  engravings.  A 
treasury  of  Bible  knowledge  of  great  interest  and  value.  In  a set  with  case, 
$1  50,  or  $2  gilt. 

GALLAUDET’S  YOUTH’S  SCRIPTURE  BIOGRAPHY,  eleven  volumes,  in  a 
case,  49  engravings,  $2  75. 

NEW  AND  ATTRACTIVE  VOLUMES. 

HISTORICAL  TALES  FOR  YOUNG  PROTESTANTS.  Finely  illustrated. 
Stirring  narratives  of  martyi’s,  and  prominent  events  in  the  progress  of  the  Ref- 
ormation— 223  pp.  18mo.  30c.,  or  40  gilt. 

KITTY  KING.  By  Mrs.  H.  C.  Knight.  Full  of  instruction  for  the  little  ones 
emerging  from  infancy  into  childhood — 80  pp.  18mo.  15c.,  or  20  gilt. 

STORY  TRUTHS.  Twenty  Stories,  bound  in  four  vols.  ISnio.  Vol.  I.  The 
Engine  and  its  Motto  ; II.  The  Hebrew  Captive  ; III.  The  Wonderful  Deliv- 
erance ; IV.  Life  in  Ceylon.  Largely  illustrated,  the  designs  chiefly  by  Chair- 
man. The  set  in  a case,  $1,  or  SI  25  gilt. 

The  same  twenty  Story  Truths  are  enveloped  in  three  packets,  each  20c. 

IN  SQUARE  FORM,  WITH  ENGRAVINGS. 

EVE  AND  HER  DAUGHTERS ; containing  twenty-five  Bible  characters,  de- 
lineated in  chaste,  harmonious  verse.  By  Miss  F.  M.  Caulkins — 144  pp.  25c.,  or 
35  gilt. 

THE  PROMISED  ONE,  as  revealed  in  the  Old  Testament.  By  the  author  of 
The  Blue  Flag,  Amy  and  her  Brothers,  etc. — 64  pp.  Gilt,  25c. 

THE  CATHOLIC  DOCTRINE  OF  A TRINITY ; presenting  the  chief  argu- 
ments in  the  very  words  of  Scripture.  By  Rev.  Wm.  Jones  of  Nayland,  Suffolk, 
England— 142  pp.  18mo.  15c.,  or  25  gilt. 

THE  PRODIGAL  SON,  or  the  Sinner’s  Departure  and  the  Sinner’s  Return. 
By  Ruv.  Dr.  E.  P.  Rogers,  Albany — 151  pp.  18mo.  15c.,  or  25  gilt. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  PHYSICIAN,  or  Reasons  why  the  Physician  should  be  a 
Follower  of  Christ.  By  Wolcott  Richards,  M.  D. — 68  pp.  18mo.  10c.,  or  15  gilt. 

. THE  ENORMITY  OF  THE  SLAVE-TRADE;  and  the  Duty  of  Seelring  the 
Moral  and  Spiritual  Elevation  of  the  Colored  Race— 144  pp.  18mo.  10c.,  or  15  gilt, 
5c.  paper. 


60 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


THE  SEAMEN’S  COMPASS  AND  CHART.  For  daily  use,  afloat  or  ashore. 
By  Rev.  S.  W.  Bonney  of  Canton,  China— 208  pp.  32mo.  15c.,  or  20  gilt. 

FOR  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

THE  SOLDIER’S  CAMP  LIBRARY,  including  Memoirs  of  Gen.  Havelock, 
Capts.  Vicars  and  Hammond,  Young  Man  from  Home,  The  Blue  Flag,  and  twenty 
other  volumes,  of  great  interest  and  value.  18mo.  In  a case,  $3. 

THE  SOLDIER’S  POCKET  LIBRARY,  comprising  25  vols.  32mo,  such  as  Sol- 
dier’s Text-book,  Soldier’s  Hymns,  The  Soldiers  and  Jesus,  and  True  Story  of 
Lucknow ; each  a choice  pocket  companion.  $2  the  set,  in  a case.  Each  volume 
is  sold  separately,  in  flexible  covers,  at  6c. 

CROMWELL’S  SOLDIER’S  POCKET  BIBLE-32  pp.  32mo.  5c.,  pap.  2c. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  CITIZEN  TO  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT.  By  Rev.  William 
Adams,  D.  D.— 64  pp.  32mo.  6c. 

SOLDIER’S  PACKETS. 

TEN  PREMIUM  TRACTS,  32mo,  including  Show  your  Colors,  True  Courage, 
The  Soldier’s  Talisman,  etc.  5c.  The  ten  are  also  bound  in  one  volume— 124  pp. 
Flex,  covers,  10c. 

SIXTEEN  ENVELOPE  TRACTS,  selected  from  those  offered  for  the  Thomp- 
son Premium.  8c.  Also  bound  in  one  volume— The  Grand  Army,  etc.  12c. 

TWENTY-FOUR  POCKET  TRACTS,  32mo,  comprising  Civil  Government, 
The  Great  Slaughter,  etc.  5c.  In  a volume— 128  pp.  10c. 

TWENTY-FOUR  TRACTS  FOR  BEGINNERS,  square  form,  with  cuts,  and 
large  type.  10c. 

TWENTY-EIGHT  POCKET  CARDS,  large  type.  8c. 

FAVORITE  HYMN  CARDS.  A beautiful  packet  of  72  cards,  12mo,  with  144 
Hymns,  in  clear  type,  suited  to  hospitals  and  all  classes.  40c. 

THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGER. 

Solid  religious  instruction  and  interesting  narrative.  Issued  monthly  at  25 
cents  a single  copy ; 6 copies  to  one  address  $1 ; 20  copies  $3 ; 40  copies  $5. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER, 

A monthly  sheet  of  surpassing  interest  for  the  young,  with  beautiful  engravings. 
Ten  copies  for  the  year  to  one  address  $1 ; 50  copies  $4  50 ; 100  copies  $8. 

FULL  CATALOGUES  of  the  Society’s  books,  with  price  of  each  and  cost  of« 
postage;  also  descriptive  Catalogues  of  its  pubhcations,  will  be  forwarded  on 
application  to  the  Depositary,  or  to  any  of  the  Society’s  Agencies. 

FORM  OF  A BEQUEST. 

I bequeath  to  my  Executors  the  sum  of-- dollars,  m trust,  to  pay 

over  the  same  in after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same  is 

payable,  shall  act  as  Treasurer  of  the Society,  formed  in 

in  the  year , to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  uses  and  purposes  of  said 

Society,  and  under  its  direction. 


TABLE  OF  SIMPLE  INTEREST  AT  SIX  PER  CENT. 


Princip:il. 

One  Mo’tli 

One  Year. 
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The  interest  of  any  sum  in  dollars  for  6 days,  is  the  same  sum  in  mills : viz.  of 
$100,  100  mills  or  10  cents ; of  $6,600,  6,600  mills,  or  $6  60,  etc.  Money  at  com- 
pound interest  will  double  itself  in  11  years,  10  months,  and  22  days. 


Writing  ink  may  be  removed  from  paper  by  wetting  it  with  a camel’s-hair 
brush,  dipped  alternately  in  solutions  of  cyanide  of  potassium  and  oxalic  acid, 
and  afterwards  washing  the  spot  with  pure  water. 

One  of  the  best  writing  inks  is  thus  made : Aleppo  galls,  in  coarse  powder,  8 
oz. ; logwood  chips,  4 oz.  ; sulphate  of  iron,  4 oz. ; powdered  gum-arabic,  3 oz. ; 
sulphate  of  copper,  1 oz. ; crystallized  sugar,  1 oz.  Boil  the  galls  and  logAvood 
together  in  twelve  pounds  of  water  till  half  the  water  evaporates ; strain  the 
decoction  through  a hair  sieve,  and  add  the  other  ingredients ; stir  till  the  gum 
is  well  dissolved ; let  the  mixture  stand  24  hours ; pour  it  into  glass  bottles,  and 
carefully  cork  them. 

Artificial  hoofs  may  be  made  of  gutta  percha,  the  only  known  substance 
which  will  retain  the  nails  of  the  shoe  ; unite  perfectly  with  the  hoof ; soften  by 
heat,  to  be  moulded  to  the  right  form ; and  remain  insoluble  by  water.  To  pre- 
pare it,  cut  it  into  fragments  of  the  size  of  a walnut,  soften  these  in  hot  water, 
mix  them  with  half  their  weight  of  powdered  sal-ammoniac,  and  melt  them  in  a 
tin  saucepan  over  a gentle  fire,  stirring  the  mixture  well.  It  should  assume  a 
chocolate  color.  When  it  is  to  be  used,  melt  it  in  a glue-pot,  scrape  clean  the  sur- 
face of  the  hoof,  and  apply  the  gutta  percha,  smoothing  and  pohshing  with  a gla- 
zier’s knife  warmed.  This  process  would  relieve  much  sufiering,  and  save  many 
a useful  horse. 


Bxjnaway  horses  may  be  checked  and  brought  to  stop  without  violence,  by  the 
aid  of  a fan-hke  appendage  to  the  ordinary  blinkers,  which  the  driver  can  draw  by 
a safety  rein  in  front  of  the  horse’s  eyes,  and  either  above  or  below  them.  The 
view  of  the  road  being  thus  cut  off,  the  horse  will  involuntarily  lower  his  head — or 
raise  it,  as  the  case  may  be — in  order  to  see  straight  before  him ; and  thus  he  will 
bring  his  head  into  such  a position  that  the  bit  will  act  upon  him  and  bring  him 
to  a stop. 

Camphor.— The  camphor-tree  is  as  hardy  in  its  habits  as  any  of  our  apple- 
trees,  and  may  probably  be  cultivated  in  this  country.  It  flourishes  in  China,  and 
Tartary  as  far  north  as  the  Amoor  country;  but  is  most  abundant  in  eastern 
China,  between  Amoy  and  Shanghai,  where  it  attains  a vast  size.  The  camphor 
gum  is  obtained  from  the  leaves,  twigs,  and  small  roots,  by  distillation.  The 
seeds,  being  highly  aromatic,  might  lose  their  vitality  in  the  long  passage  to 
America ; but  healthy  plants  may  easily  be  imported  from  Hong  Kong  or  Amoy. 

Perennial  Cotton. — A cotton-bearing  tree  is  found  in  Chili,  South  America, 
capable  of  being  grown  with  profit  wherever  indian  corn  will  ripen.  In  its  native 
condition  it  is  of  the  size  of  our  peach-tree,  and  resembles  in  structure  the  white 
mulberry.  The  leaves  are  of  a glossy  green  ; the  flowers  profuse,  double,  varie- 
gated, and  a third  smaller  than  the  hollyhock.  The  longest  staple,  and  finest 
whitest  fibre  were  found  in  a region  where  snow  lies  three  months  out  of  the 
twelve,  iind  where  the  vicissitudes  of  climate  are  as  great  as  in  New  England. 


Cut  flowers  may  be  surprisingly  jireserved  fresh  by  placing  the  ends  of  the 
stalks  in  finely  powdered,  charcoal  at  the  bottom  of  a vase  of  water.  If  they  have 
been  worn  as  a wreath  or  in  a bouquet  till  they  have  begun  to  fade,  they  may  be 
restored  by  cutting  half  an  inch  from  the  end  of  the  stem,  and  putting  the  stem 
into  boiling,  water.  Colored  flowers  bear  this  treatment  best,  and  carnations 
become  almost  equal  to  fresh-plucked  flowers. 


Fruit  Painting. — Apples,  peaches,  pears,  apricots,  etc.,  may  readily  be  orna- 
mented with  names,  initials,  and  various  designs,  in  the  process  of  growth.  To 
do  this,  select  a fine  fruit  when  it  is  just  beginning  to  turn  to  the  color  of  ripe- 
ness, and  fix  upon  it  napor  cut  in  the  required  form.  When  the  fruit  ripens  and 
is  plucked,  remove  th»,  mper,  and  the  portion  covered  by  it  will  be  found  of  a 
brilliant  white. 


ME3IORANDA  FOR  18G3. 

i Jax  1.  Circum.  ; 4,  ‘2d  S.  aft.  Christmas;  6,  Epiph.;  11,  1st  S.  aft.  Epiph.; 

IS,  ‘2d  S.  aft.  Epiph.;  ‘25,  3d  S.  aft.  Epiph.,  and  Conv.  of  St.  Paul.'  Feb.  1, 
Septuagesima ; 2,  Purif.  of  Vir.  Mary ; 8,  Sexagesima;  15,  Quinquagesima ; 18,  Ash-Wednesday  , 
‘22,  1st  S.  in  Lent;  24,  St.  Matthias.  March  1,  2d  S.  in  Lent;  8.  3d  S.  in  Lent;  15,  4th  S.  in 
I Lent;  *2‘2,  5th  S.  in  Lent.;  ‘25,  Anmm.  of  Vir.  Mary;  ‘29,  S.  before  Easter;  30,  Mon.  bef.  Easter; 
‘ 31,  Tues.  bef.  Easter.  April  1,  Wed.  bef.  Easter;  2,  Thurs.  bef.  Easter;  3,  Good-Friday ; 4, 

Easter-Even;  5,  Easter-Day;  6,  Mon.  in  Easter  week;  7,  Tues.  in  Easter  week  ; 1‘2,  1st  S.  aft. 
Easter;  19,  ‘2d  S.  aft.  Piaster;  ‘25,  St.  Mark;  ‘20,3d  S.  aft.  Easter.  May  1,  Sts.  Philip  and  James; 
! 3,  4th  S.  aft.  Easter;  10,  5th  S.  aft.  Piaster;  14,  Ascension;  17,  S.  aft.  Ascen. ; 24,  Whit-Sunday ; 

. 25,  Mon.  in  Whitsun-week ; 26,  Tues.  in  Whitsun-wk. ; 31.  Trinity-Sunday.  June  1, 1st  S.  aft. 

! Trin. ; 11,  St.  Barnabas;  14,  ‘2d  S.  aft.  Trin.;  21,  3d  S.  aft.  Trin.;  ‘24,  Nativ.  St.  John  Baptist; 

28,  4th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 29,  St.  Peter.  July  5,  5th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 12,  6th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 19.  7th  S. 
, aft.  Trin.;  ‘25,  St.  James;  26,  Sth  S.  aft.  Trin.  Aug.  2.  9th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 9,  10th  S.  aft.  Trin.  ; 
16,  11th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  ‘23,  l‘2th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  ‘24,  St.  Bartholomew*  30,  13th  S.  aft.  Trin.  Sept. 
6,  14th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  13,  15th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  20,  16th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  21,  St.  Matthew;  27, 17th  S. 
aft.  Trill.;  ‘29,  St.  Michael  and  All-Angels.  Oct.  4,  18th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  11,  19th  S.  aft.  Trin.; 
18,  ‘20th  S.  aft.  Trin.,  and  St.  Luke;  ‘25,  21st  S.  aft,  Trin.;  ‘28,  Sts.  Simon  and  Jude.  Nov.  1, 
‘2‘2d  S.  aft.  Trin.,  and  All-Saints;  8,  ‘23d  S.  aft.  Trin.;  15,  24th  S. "aft.  Trin.;  2‘2,  25th  S.  aft. 
Trin. ; ‘29,  1st  S.  in  Advent ; 30,  St.  Andrew.  Dec.  6,  2d  S.  in  Advent ; 13,  3d  S.  in  Advent ; ‘20, 
4th  S.  in  Advent;  ‘21,  St.  Thomas;  ‘25,  Christmas-Day ; 26,  St.  Stephen;  27,1st  S.  aft.  Christ- 
mas, and  St.  John  Evan. ; 28,  Holy  Innocents. 


RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

Letters,  within  the  United  States  not  over  3,000  miles,  3 cents  each  ^ oz. ; over  3.000  QilleV, 
10  cents : must  be  prepaid.  To  the  British  N.  A.  Provinces,  under  3,000  miles,  10  cts. ; over 
3,000,  15  cts.,  prepaid  or  not.  Drop  letters  1 ct.  prepaid  or  not;  advertised  letters  I'lCt.  Letters 
to  two  or  more  persons  in  one  envelope  are  illegal.  Ship-letters  to  any  United  States' port,  6 cts.; 
if  forwarded  inland.  2 cts,  and  the  usual  United  Slates  postage. 

Weekly  Papers  to  subscribers  in  the  county,  free.  Papers  and  periodicals  not  over  1^  oz. 
within  the  state,  ct.,  out  of  the  state  ^ ct.,  if  paid  quarterly  in  advance.  Small  papers,  monthly 
or  oftener,  and  pamphlets  not  over  16  pp.  8vo.  in  packages  weighing  ^ pound  or  more,  if  prepaid 
b>'  stamps  to  one  address,  ^ ct.  per  oz.  Papers  not  prepaid,  double  the  above  rates.  Books  not 
ever  4 pounds,  1 ct.  per  oz.  under  3,000  mi!<»s;  if  over,  2 cts.  Papers,  etc.,  closely  sealed,  or  with 
additional  printing  or  writing  on  them  the  v, 'rappers,  pay  letter  postage.  Publishers  of  period- 
icals exchange  one  copy  free  ; and  may  er.jiose  biUs  and  receipts  to  subscribers. 

Foreign  Postage,  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
each  half  ounce:  To  England.  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  ‘24  cts.;  to  France  and  Algeria  by  French 
mails,  15  cts.  quarter  ounce.  By  the  Bremen  or  Hamburg  mails  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Harn- 
burg  is  10  cts. ; to  Frankfort  and  Wuvternburg.  ‘22  cts. ; co  the  German  states,  Prussia,  Austria 
and  its  states,  and  Lombardy,  15  cts.  ; to  the  Sardinian  states,  30  cts.  ;"to  Papal  states,  28  cts.; 
to  the  Two  Sicilies,  ‘22  cts. ; to  Denmark,  ‘25  cts. ; to  Swe  den,  33  cts.  ; Jo  Norway,  38  cts. ; to  Rus- 
sia, 29  cts.  By' the  Prussian  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail,  the  postage  to  these  countries  is 
higher.  The , 'prepayment  of  letters  to  them,  excepting  to  the  'I’wo  Sicilies,  is  optional;  as  also 
to  Canada  ^d  the  British  North  American  states,  where  the  postage  is  10  cents  under  3,000 
miles,  andr  15  cents  over.  To  the  following,  postage  must  be  prepaid  : To  British  West  Indies, 
Aspinwall,  Panama,  New  Granada,  and  Mexico,  10  cts.  under  2,500  miles,  ‘20  cts.  over;  to  Peru. 
22  cts.;  to  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  and  Chili,  34  cts.;  to  Sandwich  Islands,  New  South  Wales,  and 
' China,  by  mail  to  San  Francisco,  thence  by  private  ship,  10  cts. ; to  China  and  Australia  via 
England,  33  cts. ; via  Marseilles,  45  cents. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 

AND 

OTHER  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY, 

May  be  had  at  150  Nassau-street,  New  York,  S.  W.  Stebbins,  Depositary. 

BOSTON,  40  Cornhill,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Treasurer. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  75  State-st.,  0.  D.  Grosvenor,  Agent. 

PHILADELPHIA,  929  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell,  Agent. 

BALTIMORE,  Maryland  Branch,  73  W.  Fayette-st.,  Rev.  S.  Guiteau,  Secretary. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  1‘26  Camp-st.,  L.  A.  Duncan,  Agent. 

CINCINNATI,  Walnut-st.  near  Fourth,  Seely  Wood,  Agent.  Y . 

ST.  LOUIS,  9 South-Fifth-st.,  J.  W.  McIntyre,  Depositary. 

CHICAGO,  170  South-Clarke-street,  C.  M.  Howard  Agent,  W.  G.  Holmes,  Depositary. 

Also  for  sale  by  booksellers  in  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 

IL7“  The  ALMANAC  is  furnished  at  a low  price  to  those  who  order  it  by  the  100  or  1 ,000. 

The  Board  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embraces  members  of  fourteen  evangelical  denomina 
tions,  united  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  crucified  by  its  publications,  associated  with 
personal  Christian  effort,  at  home  and  abroad.  A donation  of  ^*20  constitutes  a Life 
Member;  $50  a Life  Director. 

William  A Hallock,  0.  Eastman,  and  J.  M.  Stevenson,  Corres  ending 
Sec’s,  0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Treas.,  150  Nassau-street.  New  York. 


mo.,  in  long.  315-  17M,  w lat  33o%7^‘iJ  f becomes  central  first  at  3h.  28m, 

Boon,  at  511.  4.8m.  mo.,  in  long.  253-  18“  1 W ‘ lat  48- 
Earth  at  5h.  48.4m.  mo.,  in  lo^  188- 2' g w lat 

at  /h.  8m.  mo.,  in  long.  200-  12^7  W.,  lat.  460  48^6  N Th^Fr^r  Eclipse  leaves  the  Earth 
part  of  the  engraving.  ’ ’ Eclipse  is  partial  in  the  shaded 

3S30  MU  ^ “o-  in  lo„g. 

long.  10  55/6  .jv  lat.  3GO  17'  8 It  ^vill  be7*’t‘^T”i  ’’®S‘ns  at  7h.  0.5m.  mo., 

Washington  time,  ik  long  30  o' W ™t  46°  30  ,1  >“°- 

Earth  at  9h.  8.7m.  mo.,  in  long.  2490  62'. 2 V lat  670  3'  ^8  “tg  v 
at  lOh.  24.5m.  mo. , in  long.  2560  54'  2 w lat’  46°  00/  1 'c,  Vi  leaves  the  Earth 

Eclipse  is  partial  in  the  darkened  portion ’of  the  engravig;  '' 


IiUI\7AIi  ECIilFSE,  MARCH  30. 


T-w 


I »«u.  sa,  ™ U,r„u,i.  a,,  i.n  i “*° “ *” 


■I  after  two  years  became  invisible,  and  has  remained  so  since. 


oPf-  Trill  • ft  ‘■’th  S aft  Trm  * 15,  l-it  i K.  att.  Trm.;  -ii,  ot,  iviauriew  , o.  ait.  xnn,, 

2?\st  MVchierandAl^^^^^  and  15th  S.  aft.  Trin.’*  Oct,  0 lOth  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 13,  17ih  S. 
afr  Trin. ; IH,  St.  Luke  ; 20,  ISth  S.  aft.  Trm. ; 27,  19th  ^ alt.  I nn. ; 28,  Sts.  Simon  and  JiiJe. 
Nov.  1.  All-Saints;  3,  20tli  S,  aft.  Trin. ; 10,  21st  S.  aft  Tmi  ; 1 -,  22d  S aft.  Trin, ; 24  23d  S. 

. on  Qi-  Dim  1.  Aflvftiit  Sundav  : ^d  b.  Ill  Advent,  lo,  3d  b.  in  Ad\eiit, 


Nov.  1.  All-Saints;  3,  20th  S.  alt.  Trm.;  lU,  ‘.iist  ait.  xr  u.,  w,  -.-u  n ait^.  ^ lu., 

aft  Trin. ; 30,  St.  Andrew.  Dec.  1,  Advent  Sunday  ; S,  .JV 

21,  St.  Thomas;  22,  4th  S.  in  Advent;  25,  Christmas;  iO,  St.  Stephen;  2/,  St.  John  N\an.  , 2t3, 

iloly  innocents;  *9,  1st  S.  aft.  Christmas. 


RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 


Letters,  prepaid  by  stamps,  3 cts,  each  h oz.  or  fraction  thereof  to  all  parts  of  tb.e  conn  try  ^ 
including  Caliloniia  If  the  stamp  is  oinitted,  the  letter  js  forwarded  to  tlie  Dea -letter  office 


and  retu?ned  to  the  writer.  Drop  or  local  letters,  2 cts.  each  ^ oz.  prepaid,  and  all  letters  and  ya- 
Ps  delivered  in  cities  free  of  charge.  Circulars,  unsealed,  2 cts.  for  every  three  circulars  to  one 

to  any  part  of  the  fnited  States,  to  regular  suhsciibers  payable  quarterly  in 
advance,  wea-ly,  not  over  4 oz.,  5 ct.s.  a onarter,  and  5 cts.  for  each  additional  1 oz, ; and  an 
additional  5 cts.  for  each  additional  issue,  dailies  six  times  a v\eek  lemg  30  cU.  a quarter.  All 
of/ier  regular  periodicals  sent  to  subscribers,  1 ct.  for  less  than  4 oz.  Weekly  newspapers  free 
in  the  county  where  issued.  Srnall  periodicals  referred  to  the  Post-master  General. 

Books  not  over  4 oz.  4 cts. ; and  4 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  or  iraction  thereof : prepaid. 
o£XTsceZ,eous  packages,  not  over  4 oz.,  2 cts  and  2 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz. 
prepaid.  The.se  unbound  miscellaneous  packages  include  sitigte 


iiicripFs  for'books,  cards,  samples,  cuttings,  roots,  and  all  similar  articles  allowed  in  the  inails. 
Foreigx  Postage.  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  onJeUers  to  foreigr^c^u^^^ 


each  half  ounce;  To  England.  Irelandrand'  Scotland,  24  cts. ; to  France  and  Algeria  by  French 
mails,  locts.  quarter  ounce.  By  t.he  Bremen  or  Hamburg  mails  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Ham- 
bur<r  is  10  ots.  ; to  Frankfort  and  Wurtemburg,  15  cts. ; to  the  German  states,  Prussia,  ^ustria, 
aiid”its  states,  and  Lombardy,  15  cts.  ; to  the  Sardinian  staters  23  cts  ; to  Papal  states,  28  cts 
to  the  Two  Sicilies,  22  cts. ; to  Denmark.  20  cl's.  ; to  Sweden,  ei3  cts.  ; to  Norway,  38  cts. , to  Rus- 
sia 29  cts.  By  the  Prifssian  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail,  the  postage  to  these  countries  is 
higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  to  them,  excepting  to  the  1 wo  Sicilies,  is  optionaU  as^also 
to  Canada  and  the  British  North 
miles,  and  15  cents  over.  To  the 
Aspinwall,  Panama,  and  Mexico,  10  c 


Asmnwaii,  i anama,  ana  o,  „i.i 

to  Peru,  22  ccs. ; to  Flcuador.  Bolivia,  and  Chili,  34  cts. ; to  4.andwich  Islands,  New  Sou 
and  China,  by  mail  to  San' Francisco,  thence  by  private  ship,  10  cts. ; to  UJ?  -.w. 
via  England,  33  and  45  cts.,  via  Marseilles,  35  and  57  cents. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 

AND  OTHER  PUBE1CATJON8  OF  THE  AIUEIHCJAN  T^^^  SO 

May  be  had  at  150  Naspau-street,  New  York,  S.  W.  S'lEBBINi-,  Deposi. 
BOSTON,  40  Cornhill,  N.  P Kemp,  Treasurer. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  75  State-st.,  0.  D.  Grosvenor,  Agent. 

PHILADELPHIA,  1210  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell,  Agent.  q 

BALTIMORE,  Maryland  Branch,  73  W.  Fayette-st.,  Rev.  S.  Guiteau,  k^ecretary. 
CINCINNATI,  Walnut-st.  near  Fourth,  Seely  Wood.  Agent. 

ST.  LOLTIS.  9South-Fifth-st.,  J.  W.  McIntyre,  Depositary.  „ 

CHICAGO,  170  South-Clark-street,  C.  AI.  Howard,  Agent,  W.  G.  Holmes,  Depo. 


Also  for  sale  by  booksellers  in  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 

, A . ^ . . to  those  who  order  it  by  the  H'l 


The- ALMANAC  is  furnished  at  a low  price 
The  Board  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embraces  mernbers  oMon^rre^^^^ 


nations,  united  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  ® . J 

ciated  whth  personal  Christian  effort,  at  home  and  abroad.  A dona  i 


^ Life  Member;  $50  a Life  Director.  ^ 

AVilliam  a Hallock,  0 Eastman,  and  J-  M.  Stevenson,  Correspo 
0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Treas.,150  Nassau -street,  New  a oik. 


MORNING  AND  EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  will  be  Morning  Star  until  July  18,  then  Evening  Star  the  rest  of  the 
tear.  Mars  will  be  Morning  Star  until  August  18,  then  Evening  Star  the  rest  of 
Jlic  year.  Jupiter  will  be  Morning  Star  until  February  15,  then  Evening  Star 
fintil  November  30,  then  Morning  Star  the  rest  of  the  year.  Saturn  will  be  Morn- 
Rng  Star  until  January  8,  then  Evening  Star  until  October  13,  then  Morning  Star 
I the  rest  of  the  year. 

Note.— The  superior  planets  are  regarded  as  Evening  Stars  from  their  west- 
^u*n  quadrature  to  their  conjunction  with  the  Sun. 


THE  CYCLES. 

Tlie  year  1864  is  Bissextile  or  Leap-year,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  88th  and 
beginning  (July  4)  of  the  89th  year  of  American  Independence ; the  6,577th  of  the 
Julian  Period ; the  7,372-3d  of  the  Byzantine  era ; the  5,624-5th  of  the  Jewish  era  ; 
the  2,617th  of  Rome ; the  2,611th  of  the  era  of  Nabonassar ; the  2,640th  of  the 
Olympiads ; the  2,176th  of  the  Grecian  era  of  the  Beleucidie ; the  1,580th  of  the 
Diocletian ; the  1,281st  of  the  Mohammedan  era,  which  begins  on  the  6th  of  June. 
Dominical  Letters,  C B ; Epact,  22 ; Golden  Number,  3 ; Solar  Cycle,  25 ; Roman 
Indiction,  7.  The  year  5625  of  the  Jews  begins  October  1,  1864. 


DURATION  OF  THE  SEASONS,  ETC. 


Sun  in  Winter  Signs 89 

Sun  in  Spring  Signs 92 

Sun  in  Summer  Signs  . . ; 93 

Sun  in  Autumnal  Signs 89 


D.  H.  M. 


Tropical  Year 365 

Sun  north  of'  Equator 186 

Sun  south  of  Equator 178 

Difference 7 


Vauiable  Stabs. — At  least  70  stars,  most  of  them  telescopic,  have  been  dis- 
covered to  vai'y  in  color  or  in  brightness— some  slowly  and  regularly,  others  'within 
a few  days  or  even  hours.  In  one  case  the  brightness  of  a star  is  increased  200 
fold  for  a few  days,  after  which  it  subsides  again  and  can  hardly  be  seen  by  the 
most  powerful  telescope.  We  have  reports  also  of  still  more  amazing  discover- 
ies—namely,  of  variable  nelmlce.  Imagination  strives  in  vain  to  conceive  the 
changes  in  thousands  or  millions  of  suns  necessary  to  render  perceptible  to  us  a 
variation  in  a nebula. 

Mr.  Alvan  Clark,  on  first  using  the  new  and  grand  refractory  telescope  at 
Cambridge,  Mass. — probably  the  largest  in  the  world— discovered  a faint  compan- 
ion-star by  the  side  of  the  brilliant  Sirius.  This  accounts  for  a slight  circular 
motion  which  had  been  before  observed  in  this  star. 


Spectba  of  the  Sun  and  Stars. — The  recent  researches  into  the  quahties  of 
light  from  the  heavenly  bodies  and  from  chemical  substances  in  a state  of  com- 
bustion, are  full  of  interest.  Professor  Kirchhoff  of  Heidelberg  employed  four 
prisms  of  most  perfect  workmanship,  by  which  the  rays  of  light  were  very  fully 
expanded.  He  then  studied  the  hnes  thus  exhibited  under  a magnifying  power 
of  forty,  and  describes  the  beauty  and  magnificence  of  the  sight  presented  as 
beyond  expression.  It  is  too  early  to  pronounce  on  the  full  value  of  these  analy- 
ses of  light,  and  on  the  rehability  of  any  conclusions  derived  from  them.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  they  will  be  invaluable  aids  in  chemical  investigations,  and 
may  disclose  to  us  the  chemical  composition  of  thedieavenly  bodies.  It  is  found 
that  while  the  light  of  the  sun  has  elements  of  its  own,  which  arc  reproduced  in 
the  light  of  the  moon  and  planets  borro’wing  their  light  from  the  sun,  the  stars 
differ  essentially  in  their  spectra  both  from  one  another  and  from  the  sun.  An 
American  investigator  has  recently  called  attention  to  this  fact,  as  going  to  dis- 
prove the  “nebular  hypothesis  ” — which  involves  the  entire  homogeneity  or  one- 
ness of  the  supposed  nebulous  matter  at  first  diffused  throughout  creation,  and 
afterw^ards  condensed  into  worlds. 


O 


THE 


ILLUSTRATED 

FAMILY  CHRISTIAK  ALMAIAC 

FOR 

THE  UNITED  STATES, 


FOR  THE 

YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  AND  SAVIOUR  JESUS  CHRIST 

1 864, 

BEING  BISSEXTILE  OB  LEAP-YEAR,  AND  DNnL  JULY  4TH,  THE  88TH  YE.AR  OP 
THE  INDEPENDENCE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

CALCULATED  FOR 

BOSTON,  NEW  YORK,  WASHINGTON,  AND  CHARLESTON, 

AND 

FOUR  PARALLELS  OF  LATITUDE. 

ADAPTED  FOR  USE  THROUaHOUT  THE  COUNTRY. 

WITH 

VALUABLE  SCIENTIFIC  AND  USEFUL  INFORMATION. 

ASTRONOMICAL  CALCULATIONS,  IN  EQUAL  OR  CLOCK  TIME, 

BY  SAMUEL  H.  WRIGHT, 

BtrKDBE,  TATES  OOUNTT,  NEW  TOKE. 

BOSTON,  Lat.  42®  21'  N. ; Long.  71®  4'  W. 

NEW  YORK,  Lat.  40®  42'  40"  N.;  Long.  74®  1'  W. 

WASHINGTON,  Lat.  38®  63'  N. ; Long.  77®  W. 

CHARLESTON,  Lat,  32®  47'  N. ; Long.  79®  67'  W. 


PUBLISHED  BY  THE 

AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY, 

150  NASSAU-STREET,  NEW  YORK,  , 

AND  BY  BOOKSELLERS  AND  TRADERS. 


2 


THE  FAM-ILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1SC3,  by  O.  R.  Kihobbtjrt,  in  the  Clerk’s  OiBce  of  the 
Diatnct  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

ECIilPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1864. 

There  will  be  two  Eclipses  this  year,  both  of  the  Sun,  and  neither  of  them  visi- 
ble in  the  Atlantic  states. 

I.  A Central  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  May  5,  in  the  afternoon.  Invisible  in  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  except  a mere  contact  of  limbs  just  at  sunset 
in  Wisconsin  and  the  western  part  of  Illinois,  in  which  regions,  and  in  all  the  states 
west  of  that  river  except  Louisiana,  it  will  be  visible  as  a small  partial  Echpse  just 
at  or  before  sunset. 

In  California  and  Oregon  the  Eclipse  will  be  quite  large,  being  at  San  Fran- 
cisco about  9 digits  in  size,  and  at  Portland  7 digits ; beginning  at  San  Francisco 
at  111.  28m.,  and  ending  at  6h.  49m. 

II.  An  Annular  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  October  30.  Invisible  in  the  United  States, 
except  a mere  contact  of  limbs  in  New  Mexico  and  Texas.  It  will  be  visible  all 
over  Mexico,  the  West  Indies,  and  in  South  America. 


PHENOMENA  FOR  1864, 

January  2,  D 6 ^ ; 5,  ])  6 and  $ ; 6,  ])  lowest ; 8,  ^ □ O ; 9,  D perigee, 
^ gr.  elong.  E. ; 19,  ])  highest ; 24,  ])  apogee,  ? inf.  d © ; 27,  1^  stat. ; 30,  ])  d 
Feb.  1,  ])  d ; 3,  D lowest ; 4,  ])  (5  9 and  d ; 5,  9 d c?  ; 7,  D perigee ; 15,  21  □ © ; 

16,  D highest;  18,  ^ gr.  elong.  W. ; 20,  D apogee:  26,  D d ^ ; 29,  D d 22.  March 

1,  D lowest ; 4,  D d ^ ; 3,  D perigee ; 13,  22  stat. ; 14,  ])  highest ; 19,  ^ apogee ; 24, 
D d ^ i 27,  ])  d 22  ; 28,  D lowest.  April  2,  D d <J  ; 3,  ^ sup.  d 0 ; 4,  D perigee, 
72  5^  © ; 10,  D highest ; 15,  ])  apogee ; 20,  D d ; 23,  ^ d 22  ; 30,  $ gr.  elong.  E. 

May  1,  ])  perigee  ; 8,  D highest ; 13,  ])  apogee,  11  8 Q ; 17,  D d ^2  J 20,  22  d D J 22, 

D lowest;  23,  9 inf.  © ; 26,  ])  perigee;  30,  })  d d'-  June  1,  9 d 9 ; 4,  ])  highest; 
10,  D apogee ; 14,  ])  d ^2  5 13,  D d 22  ; 17,  ^ gr.  elong.  W. ; 18,  D lowest ; 22,  D 
perigee.  July  1,  ])  highest;  2,  © apogee;  3,  ^ □ ©,9d  D;  8,  ])  apogee;  11, 
D d 72 ; 14,  D d 22  ; 15,  22  stat. ; 16,  9 d ^ , D lowest ; 17,  9 sup.  d © ; 18,  9 sup. 
d © ; 20,  ])  perigee ; 25,  D d ^ ; 28,  ])  highest.  Aug.  2,  ])  d $ ; 4,  D apogee ; 7, 
])  d ^ ; 10,  D d 22  ; 11,  22  □ © ; 12,  ])  lowest ; 17,  D perigee ; 18,  (d  □ © ; 23, 

])  d (d  ; 25,  ])  highest ; 28,  9 gr.  elong.  E. ; 31,  ])  apogee.  Sept.  2,  D d 9 ; I, 

Dd  72;  7,  ])d22;  9,  D lowest ; 13,  Q d 9 ; 15,  D perigee ; 21,  ])  d d,  I>  highest ; 
23,  9 d 72  ; 27,  D apogee.  Oct.  1,  D d 72  ; 2,  D d 9 5 1^  d 22  ; 6,  ^ lowest ; 9, 

9 gr.  elong.  W. ; 13,  D perigee,  ^ d © ; 18,  D highest ; 19,  ])  d d ; 23,  d stat. ; 

25,  ])  apogee,  ^ d 9 ; 27,  12  d 9 i 29,  D d 72.  Nov.  1,  D d 22,  D d 9 i 2,  ])  low- 

est ; 10,  9 sup.  d © ; 11,  perigee ; 15,  D d d,  1^  highest ; 21,  9 d 22  ; 22,  ])  apo- 
gee ; 25,  D d 72  ; 28,  D d 22  ; 29,  D lowest ; 30,  22  d ©•  Lec.  1,  d 6^  ©,  D d 9;  3, 
D perigee ; 11,  D d d ; 12,  D highest ; 20,  D apogee ; 22,  9 elong.  E. ; 23, 
])  d 72  ; 26,  D d 22  ; 27,  D lowest  ; 30,  D d 9* 


CH ARACT  ERSo 

0 © Sun ; ])  Moon ; 9 Mercury ; 9 Yenus ; 0 Earth ; Mars ; 22  Jupiter ; 
fp  Saturn;  Uranus. 

Signs  of  the  Zodiac. — T Aries ; d Taurus ; n Gemini ; ^ Cancer ; Leo ; 

Virgo;  Libra;  HI  Scorpio;  / Sagittarius;  V3  Capricorn;  Aquarius; 
Pisces. 

Aspects  and  Nodes. — d Conjunction ; ^ Sextile,  60  degrees ; □ Quartile,  90 
degrees ; A Trine,  120  degrees ; 8 Opposition,  or  180  degrees  apart ; ^ Ascend- 
ing Node  ; ^ Descending  Node. 


THE  ASTEROIDS. 

There  are  now  at  least  seventy-six  of  the  little  anomalous  worlds,  which  have 
been  discovered  between  the  orbits  of  Mars  and  Jupiter. 
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EQUINOXES  AND  SOESTICES. 

D.  H.  M.  D.  H.  M. 

Vernal  Equinox-  • • -March  20,  3 2 mo.  I Autumnal  Equinox-  - Sept.  22,  2 8 ev. 

Summer  Solstice  - - June  20,  11  44  ev.  | Winter  Solstice Dec.  21,  7 55  mo. 


RELATIVE  SIZE  OF  JUPITER,  1864. 

Jupiter  is  the  king  of  planets^  being  about  11.2  the  diameter  of  the  Earth,  and 
having  a bulk  of  1,456  such  worlds  as  ours.  It  appears  larger  and  brighter  at  its 
opposition  to  the  Sun  on  the  13th  of  May.  Figure  2 in  the  engraving  represents 
its  size  at  that  time,  and  fig.  1 its  size  at  the  quadi'atures  on  February  15th  and 
August  11th.  Jupiter  has  four  moons,  each  a good  sized  world ; it  revolves  on 
its  axis  in  less  than  ten  hours,  and  its  year  is  equivalent  to  4,332.58  of  our  days. 

JUPITER. 


SATURN.  MERCURY. 

RELATIVE  SIZE  OP  SATURN,  1864. 

Saturn  shines  with  a pale  light,  and  has  the  appearance,  when  9C  degrees  from 
the  Sun,  on  the  8th  of  January  and  3d  of  July,  shown  at  fig.  1 in  the  engraving. 
It  appears  larger  at  the  opposition  on  the  4th  of  April,  shown  at  fig.  2.  This 
Planet  is  next  beyond  Jupiter,  and  has  seven  moons,  and  anomalous  bodies  termed 
rings,  which  are  visible  through  a good  telescope  the  whole  of  this  year,  their 
northern  surface  being  turned  towards  the  Earth. 

PHASES  OF  MERCURY  AT  GREATEST  ELONGATION. 

This  planet  exhibits  all  the  lunar  phases,  and  on  the  18th  of  Februaiy  this 
yeaf,  the  17th  of  June,  and  the  24th  of  October  it  will  be  at  its  greatest  elongation 
west,  and  appears  as  shown  at  fig.  1 in  the  engraving  ; and  on  the  9th  of  January, 

I the  30th  of  April,  the  28th  of  August,  and  the  22d  of  December  it  will  be  at  its 
I greatest  elongation  east,  and  will  appear  as  seen  in  fig.  2 ; being  a Morning  Star 
^t  the  first-named  dates,  and  Evening  Star  at  the  others.  It  will  be  brightest  and 
slightly  gibbous  and  visible  three  days  after  the  western  elongation,  and  three 
days  before  its  eastern  elongation.  When  within  and  on  this  side  of  its  points  of 
greatest  elongation,  it  presents  to  the  earth  a crescent  form. 
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Mercury  will  be  brightest  and  visible  three  days  before  its  greatest  elonga- 
tion east,  on  the  6th  of  January,  27th  of  April,  25th  of  August,  and  19th  of 
December,  being  then  in  the  west  soon  after  sunset.  It  will  be  visible  also  in  the 
cast  just  before  sunrise,  three  days  after  its  greatest  elongation  west,  on  the  21st 
of  February,  20th  of  June,  and  12th  of  October. 


THE  APPARENT  SIZE  OP  MARS  AND  ITS  PHASES,  1864. 


Mars  is  little  more  than  half  the  size  of  the  Earth.  It  is  one  of  the  superior 
planets,  and  its  distance  from  the  Sun  is  about  145,000,000  miles.  When  it  is  in 
opposition  to  the  Sun,  as  will  be  the  case  December  1,  its  apparent  size  is  great- 
est, because  it  is  then  nearest  the  earth.  Its  configuration  is  that,  of  a perfect 
circle  generally.  When  at  either  quadrature,  it  exhibits  a well-defined  gibbous 
phase,  seen  this  year  on  the  18th  of  August. 


Venus  is  one  of  the  inferior  planets,  and  exliibits  all  the  phases  seen  in  the 
Moon  during  a lunar  month;  but  at  no  time  during ‘this  year  will  Venus  come 
within  the  points  of  greatest  elongation  east  and  west,  and  therefore  it  will  not 
appear  as  a crescent  this  year.  After  the  18th  of  July,  when  it  will  be  in  superior 
conjunction  with  the  Sun,  its  illuminated  limb  changes  from  left  to  right. 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


5 


THE  APPAREIVT  TRACK  OP  JUPITER  AMONG  THE  STARS  DUR- 
ING THE  YEAR  1864:. 

JUPITEB  is 
about  490  mill- 
ions of  miles 
from  the  Sun, 
and  completes 
its  revolution  in 
a little  less  than 
12  years.  Thus 
when  the  Earth 
has  completed 
its  circuit,  Jupi- 
ter has  gone  but 
30  degrees,  and 
the  Earth  will 
overtake  and 
pass  it  in  about 
a month.  At  the 
opening  of  1864 
Jupiter  is  in  the 
constellation  Li- 
bra, on  its  direct 
motion.  From 
March  13  to  Ju- 
ly 15  it  is  on 
its  retrograde 
course,  and  then 
resumes  its  di- 
rect motion  for 
the  rest  of  the 
year,  passing 
through  Scorpio 
into  Sagittarius. 

Saturn,  re- 
mote and  slow- 
moving,  will  be 
in  the  constel- 
lation Virgo 
throughout  the 
year. 

Venus  will  be 
passing  through 
the  part  of  its  or- 
bit most  remote 
from  the  Earth 
during  the  sum- 
mer of  1864,  be- 
ing in  conjunc- 
tion with  the 
Sun  July  18, 
after  which  it 
will  again  be  the 
Evening  Star, 

and  return  slowlv  towards  the  Earth’s  orbit  through  the  rest  of  the  year. 


6 THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 

APPARENT  PATH  OP  MARS  THROUGH  THE  HEAVENS  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1864. 


The  Earth,  in  ite  annual  jour- 
ney around  the  Sun,  traverses  the 
great  plane  of  the  Ecliptic,  which, 
continued  to  the  fixed  stars,  is 
fringed  by  that  belt  of  constella- 
tions forming  the  twelve  signs  ©f 
the  Zodiac.  The  annual  circuit 
of  the  Earth  makes  the  Sun  seem 
to  perform  a complete  circuit 
among  these  stars  each  year. 
Any  one  may  verify  this  by  watch- 
ing the  evening  stars  nearest  the 
Sun’s  setting,  and  seeing  how 
they  successively  disappear  week 
by  week,  and  are  next  seen  rising 
in  the  morning  beforo  dayhght, 
having  passed  the  Sun  and  reced- 
ing from  it  more  and  more. 

To  a spectator  on  the  Earth, 
the  apparent  motion  of  the  p?an- 
ets  among  the  fixed  stars  is  com- 
phcated  by  the  Earth’s  own  mo- 
tion. If  one  of  the  more  remote 
planets,  Saturn  for  instance,  were 
fixed  in  its  present  place,  to  us 
on  the  Earth  it  would  appear  for 
more  than  half  a year  to  move 
among  the  fixed  stars  from  west 
to  east,  and  during  the  rest  of  the 
year  to  retrace  its  path  from  east 
to  west.  As  it  is  not  fixed,  but 
moves  round  the  Sun  in  the  same 
direction  with  the  Earth,  the  pe- 
riod of  both  the  direct  and  the 
retrograde  motion  of  Saturn  are 
thereby  lengthened;  and  so  in- 
creasingly with  Jupiter  and  Mars. 

Mars  is  a Httle  more  than  half 
as  far  again  from  the  Sun  as  the 
Earth  is,  and  its  year  almost  as 
long  as  two  of  our  years.  The 
dii’ect  motion  of  Mars  continues 
most  of  the  year  1864:.  At  Janu- 
ary 1 it  is  a little  north-east  of  the 
brightest  star  in  Scorpio  ; whence 
it  passes  through  Sagittarius, 
Capricornus,  Aquarius,  and  Pis- 
ces, crossing  the  equator  June  2 ; 
thence  through  Aries,  and  near 
the  two  brightest  stars  of  Taurus, 
becoming  stationary  October  23, 
and  then  returning  to  near  the 
Pleiades  Pecember  31. 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


7 


istMONTH.  JANUARY,  1864. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH ’TON. 

CHAKLES’N. 

Sun 

on  ' 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H. 

Third  Quarter-  • • • 

2 

2 55  mo. 

2 43  mo. 

2 31  mo. 

2 19  mo. 

1 

12 

New  Moon. 

9 

3 1 mo. 

2 49  mo. 

2 37  mo. 

2 25  mo. 

9 

12 

First  Quarter  • • • 

15 

6 22  ev. 

6 10  ev. 

5 58  ev. 

5 46  ev. 

17 

12 

Full  Moon 

23 

5 18  ev. 

5 6 ev. 

4 54  ev. 

4 42  ev. 

25 

12 

Third  Quarter  - - - ■ 
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7 9 ev. 
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ad  MONTH.  FEBRUARY,  1864. 


29  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON, 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merld. 
or  iioGii  mark. 

"N"cmy  ]Moon  ----- 

D. 

7 

14 

22 

H.  M. 

1 26  ev. 
8 40  mo. 
0 17  ev. 

H.  M. 

1 14  ev. 
8 28  mo. 
0 5 ev. 

H.  M. 

1 2 ev. 

8 16  mo. 
11  53  mo. 

H.  M. 

0 50  ev. 
8 4 mo. 
11  41  mo. 

D 

1 

9 

17 

25 

H-  U.  8. 

12  13  51 
12  14  30 
12  14  19 
12  13  21 

First  Quarter  • • • • 
Full  !Moon  • •••••• 

^ 1 1 g 
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CALENDAR FOR 

WASHINGTON  ; 
MarylM,  Virg’a, 
Keii’y,  Missouri, 
and  California. 

MOON 

RISE.S. 
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CALENDAR  FOR 

N.  YORK  CITY;  PHI- 
ladelpliia,  Conn.,  New- 
Jersey,  Penn’ia,  Oiiio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

K.  W. 
N.YORK, 
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3d  3IOXTH. 

MARCH, 

18G4. 

31  DAYS. 

MOON’;?  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WaSH’TON. 

CHARLES  N.l 

,Suii  on  Merid. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  U. 

1 D. 

H.  M.  S. 

Third  Quarter  - • - • 

1 

8 28  mo. 

8 16  mo. 

8 4 mo. 

7 52  mo. 

1 

12  12  26 

New  Moon 

7 

11  1-5  ev. 

11  3ev. 

10  51  ev. 

10  39  ev. 

9 

12  10  31 

First  Quarter  • ■ • 

1-5 

1 23  mo. 

Ill  mo. 

0 59  mo. 

0 47  mo. 

17 

12  8 20 

Full  Moon .• 

•23 

5 40  mo. 

5 23  mo. 

5 16  mo. 

5 4 mo. 

25 

12  5 54 

Third  Quarter  - - - • 

30 

5 36  ev. 

5 24  ev. 

5 12  ev. 

5 Oev.  1 

m 
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-:s3  :i!  *1  = 

2i«W 


Oi-H,-iGNJC0T:'^ir5Oi''XC5O'-i— <OJCO-t-fUT'COOt^l^OC'X'0 

ooov-Tcocoocoooogboooo;ccoooocs  ocococoootooo 
^ ^ ^ 2 ^ - 2 crxo  o-co  o. --  O X J2  ;g  ^ 

o o o o o o tc  o o o o c::;  o CO  o 'O  CT5  c:^  o CO  o o ’O  Lt  cT  vr:  o o o 


aii 


ti " 


=S2"523SiS  =^1; 

sO^CQCC'TO'SoXCSO— ' 2o— CQ'MCOCO'Cj^'^t.JSOC^XCiO— • 2o^ 


sSortog!,~Sg  = '-=^"^‘-'^'=^»==2::C2;2S22L:222S5‘)J! 

a >0)  »o  iQ  to  o o LQ  to  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  cc 


i!'i 


:'=S5«ggSSSSSg]S222  22  = 2^-“'-'”=^'-.5t='SS”S3g* 

OCOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOtOtOVO'OLOlOOVO 


■=,aaaijox.a 


•M^uoivtjoXrq  I 


HCSfCOT^lOCOt^XCSO'-HCICO^tOCOC-XO 


22s?!S?5^SSS;SSBS 


iS”25;6!2”S!Sgi^=  c-3G5  2!j  = J52  = ?g2S?S2I222?? 

a^COrtiOcot-XXCiO-^O}  |o^(MCO-cr>Ocot>lr'XXC500’^ 

gSS'-'2g!;SS5^ 

gOi-ioJcO'cf'toj'gt^xcco— I Sor-HOJc^coc'tTrrj^.iScor-xoo^  p^’-' 

a LO  to  to  to  to  to  o o cocococococococococococococo  co  co  o co  co  co  co  o 
S S giS“S  3 g5¥2l?2  2 2^ g-cTtc-o  „ cog  go  g g c - o 
X CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  o CO  CO  o CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  to  CO  to  to  to  tO'  o to  »0 


= S2S'riSg2  £'=g^ggJ2‘"'^”'-5^g3SS‘'2!:I®8;3S^' 

aitocOt-XCJO^  loOT-iOcOTj^tocOt-t-XCiOO^  >Or-iO}(OJCOTtC 


I .cog^oDo  og;c,c-  cgjg|22SSS£?  £?S 


I s i = ^ . 


OiOJCOCO'C^'cf.^cOt^XOO- 


mm 


EMSSo'og;2Sg  = '-'^'”‘''^'^"''"="2a2222:£2§cg;S.?^S 

« I a to  to  t o »o  to  to  to  to  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  o CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  o CO  CO  CO  I j 

liggggSS^5IS35:2  2S:3  22“‘'--'^"^  = «Kl?5?5i^-;2 ; | 

COCOCOCOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOtOtOtOt-OtOtOtOtOtO 


|'l!?  = ogJ?3^'S==S'^SS::S2'-'SgSg2E?S"Sggj;:S2 
•g-pap  v<»si=2^:g-p?;sg=:;;s;=5??i?S‘=^??2'^sg2g^g£?G2”s 


CI>  COCOCOtOtO'c^^rC'^CO^OCO!^^0^^'-^’--^OO^^OOr 


-■  CN  CM  (M  CO  CO  ^ 


■naaAVJoi'^aj  t5  ^ s £ ^ s g H ^ H 2 eg  s S H S g £ s S j3  ^ §5  [£  s B H S h' 


•MIuoiMjoX^a 


HCNC0'cJ<t0C0t^X05O— '0)C0'r^tt0C0t^XC5O— I 


S53gig5^SSS85gIgS 


10 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHAKLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merid. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  Vf. 

H.  U. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

New  Moon 

6 

9 5 mo. 

8 53  mo. 

8 41  mo. 

8 29  mo. 

1 

12  3 45 

First  Quarter  • • • 

13 

7 27  ev. 

7 12  ev. 

7 0 ev. 

6 48  ev. 

9 

12  1 26 

Full  Moon 

21 

8 3-3  ev. 

8 23  ev. 

8 11  ev. 

7 59  ev. 

17 

11  59  24 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

28 

11  50  ev. 

1 1 38  ev. 

11  26  ev. 

11  14  ev. 

25 

11  57  46 

4: til  MONTH. 


APRIL,  18G4. 


30  DAYS. 
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MOOA’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES  N. 

Sun  on  Merul. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

R.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  .S. 

New  Moon 

5 

7 30  ev. 

7 18  ev. 

7 6 ev. 

6 54  ev. 

1 

11  56  53 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

13 

1 36  ev. 

1 24  ev. 

1 12  ev. 

1 0 ev. 

9 

11  56  14 

Full  Moon 

21 

8 40  mo. 

8 28  mo. 

8 16  mo. 

8 4 mo. 

17 

11  56  11 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

28 

4 37  mo. 

4 25  mo. 

4 13  mo. 

4 1 mo. 

25 

11  56  43 

5tli  MONTH. 


MAY,  1864. 


31  DAYS. 
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7tli  MONTH. 


18G4. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTOX. 

XEW  YORK. 

WASH’TOX, 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merid. 
or  noon  murk. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

New  Moon 

3 

7 39  ev. 

7 27  ev. 

7 15  ev. 

7 3 ev. 

1 

12  3 36 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

11 
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10  55  ev. 

10  43  ev. 

10  31  ev. 
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Full  Moon 
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1 28  mo. 

1 16  mo. 

17 
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Third  Quarter  - • • • 
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3 38  ev. 

3 26  ev. 

25 

12  6 12 

i-=^‘ 

oi't»Sa 
..-S-s 
:^h3.5<1  - 

gflll 


a'locot^t^ooocio^'^ 


■ic^c‘0'^0«s>t>.00000r 


•iCJCVC'ir- 

^ CO  ITT;  o 


a'c^co'Si.-ooooocioOT-i  §ooT-l:^}co.“t^QOoociOo.-|  § 

K2 T-lT— l—^G  J Vh  _ _ I I 1—1  G 

S S S oi  od'oo^ooT'-  co~o  uo  o co  co 

^ t.^  tr^  t>  t>.  r-  !>•  t-  t-  t- 

' h'  GNi  CO^CO  rf  1^I<  1.0  lo  O i-  t-”00  'OO  o" 


O O rH  (^^  CO 


i>  ^ o 
o Vh  1-h  oi  co’ 


a -r  Tf  o o o o uo  o o v-O  o o o o wo  wo  uo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo 


^rH-frf'^CVOO'^  GOWOWOtj<  .OOOOi^COr-iO'T^tO 
,;;'^CVWO(NWOC^WO(OiWO£rOr-i  mO<  rfOi  COi-HWOg'^COCOi 

Or-l(0?C0.2t>QOOOOOO^-<^  |OrHC>iCO 


o i.  J _ 

^?t-s's(S5  ajoj  CO  V t>  00  (X)  Ci  C5  o o T-.  ^ 

^ X “ ^ - ^ ^ I 1—1  C 

'<^'^•0:2  _-:l  •CiOiCiQOOOQOOOt-t^l^ 


>*1  •CiOiCiQOOOOOOOt^t^l^CDCOWOWO'rfTl<COCOCJO^— lO 

P I §H  55CVCV(0)(0*(0i(MCvi(0}<0iCVK0JOiC^C'JCV(0i(0iCM6JC'i(0)OJ 
I ^ ^ w w ....  w V.  ....  .. 

s j bC*' 


O 00  t-  CO  wo  rt<  rf  C 


w I a t-»  w-  ir^  t>  i>  t--  >:■»  I- 


05  ( . I-  t-  GO  00  C?i  O O 1-1  OJ(0>  CO  rr  wo  wo  CO  00  o o o 
Ka'acOCOCOCOCO'^J''^'n’'^TjirrT:j<Tr'^'^'^T:’riiWOWO 

s 22  I 

M I a -f 


1J.'  V-;.-  w w --  O)  CO  CO  rr  wo  CO  CO  f-  00  Ci 
Tji  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo 


3199^  jO  X13Q 


HlU0IV[J0iClB(I 


c9  M fc— < !>•  AM  !>■  ^ feH  ^ r'~‘  ^ MM  b— I ^ r*^  ^ MM 

P^02jSl!^H^HPiH02p3l^H^HCxHiX}23^H!>HPw,c42  23i^H;>H!-iHG0p3 


Pi  S ^3  2 

O2,;?;o‘® 
p r ^.z 

Cl  • '^  7 a 
3 V ^ V 5 

p,i*»  = 

i « ?'z: 


CO  l-  00  00  C53  O O T 


H-  O 00  t-H  00  03  CO  O C3  O)  O CO  CO  CO  1-H  r-  07  wo  -f  Ci  L- 
:;  WOC0C0O7CVC0C0C0r-tr-i  '^PC0  07  07i-IO)GV07i-h 

5oOr-(07COTfWOCOt-OOC300'-<  >rHO7C0rrWOCOt' 

2 1— I 1-1  T-1  03 


. 'C7  C7  io  CV  wo  (77  TJ1  1-H  W 
3t^00  00  03  C300i-H- 


^(^7(77.^2t^00  00  C3C3O1■ 


3 CO  CO  CO 

- I'-  I"  t'- 


co  CO 

t-  i- 


i"  i>i  i-  r-  t"  i"  i 


. i- 


rf  rt<  -t<  -t 


CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  C 


07  -O'  G (X)  00  O (03  i-(  Tf  07  wo  (07  CO  00  -r  CO 

-^(O^g  rr(07  CO  (07  WO'!C<Tl<Tr^'^TrCO(07 

*OOrH(07(07COr}(r^liOCOt^OOC30^  > 


® . 

tm 

i|;|5 

-psi 

P3 


.1? 

(03  O 


s::;  s 


r-H(07  (07  C0'!7W0COL-^CXicZ3O 


CO  (07 
07  CO  ^ 


1 00  00  (33  (33  O O 


s 


H(07.22L--0000(33(030r 


O O O 03  C 


- l>  I'-  1>  t-  I"  t>  I-  t:^  tr-  t>- 


_CO  (07t-00O(33Oi:-Oi-i(33':fl^00C0C0Q007Tt<C0C0C0C0C0C0l^00i-'W0Ol;- 
CO  W0COC0(07'!l^C0r-'(07i-iTrW0C0  'cr  r-i0(07  07 

~ rt  O wo  <73  -7*  7"  1-H  r-  (03  1-H  CO  -:f  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  07  -H  (03  CO  -r  1-H  t-  O wo  T-;  CO 

WOTj7rtCOCO(77TH  WO'OCO(77t-h  WO'^CO(77  WO'cfCO’— ' WOCO(77 

OCO  70  07  07  07  07  07  07(77  07  07  ^1^1— I— t^i-HOOOOO(03(0303(03<33(X)(X)CX)(X) 
(7707(77(77  07(77(7707(77  0?(77(77(770?(77(77(77  07  07  07  07(77  i-hi-(i-(i-'i-(— (1— 


Is[  ’logp  S5,ung 


•1,33^4.  JO  Xna  I £i3aSH^Hti:MeQSH&g£,^BaH^Wfer^BSH^Hf£i/1ffl 


•l|lU0I\[J0llBa 


H(77C0r2(W0C0l>(X)(33Oi-H07C0rf'W0C0C-G0(03 


^ O ^ 


i-H(77C0rt‘0C0l''(X)03O’-i 
(77(77(77(77(77(77(77(77  O7C0CO 


14 


THE  FAMILY  CIimSTIAN  ALMANAC. 


8tii  MONTH.  AUGUST,  1 8 G 4 . 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PUxVSES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merit!, 
or  ]ioon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

New  Moon 

2 

9 49  mo. 

9 37  mo. 

9 25  mo. 

9 13  mo. 

1 

12  6 0 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

10 

1 13  ev. 

1 1 ev. 

0 49  ev. 

0 37  ev. 

9 

12  5 10 

FuU  Moon 

17 

8 52  mo. 

8 40  mo. 

8 28  mo. 

8 16  mo. 

17 

12  3 43 

Third  Quarter 

24 

1 20  mo. 

1 8 mo. 

0 56  mo. 

0 44  mo. 

25 

12  1 44 

S « Jc 

■ * s 

os;  s 
5 :* 

5j 

03d  ..’£•3 

Kh^.=  -!5  - 

o- 


aCOt^OOOOOOiO 


fi  o T3<  :^^  c, 

^ ^ ^ o c 

5'^»OCOt-l>QOOiOr 


I >OiCOCO'^OCOCO 


; CT>  c:!  G^^  00  ^ 

: O rH  CQ  CO  rf  .: 


1 t-X  00  05  O O r 


. O CO  CD  05 

i (^^  rH  to 

H oj  CO  'tt 


'St^t>XX0500^H 

5 OD  l-^'’cb  VO ^ o'  o'g 

VO  VO  VO  to  »0  VO  VO  »0  VO  rr  '' 

^CDCDCDCOCDCDCDCDCDCDC 
^CO  -t  vo  ’cD  CD  O C 

a VO  »0  »0  VO  »0  VO  >0  VO  lO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  »0  »0  VO  VO  VO  >0  VO  VO  VO  »0 


'cf  rr  'ci^ 

5CDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCOCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCD 


^ *'  « -T  ! s,  » 

O - o w 

H0  a S I * 
».5i 
P5^-s!2: 

^2 - 


3 S >,>», 


•CO  CDCDVOO?D>-fXX-f<  •05  05C0X  .05l-V0'^l'-^U3 

^(Civoc^OC'ivOC^  VO  gO’O'vO  j«rHVOCOt-HVO'?tC^  gOJ 

ai'ccvr't-xxc5a50.-HT-)  2o*-n(Ci'rj<.^«i>-t-X05a5O— i SorHOjcocO”^ 

«J  .-I  t-H  t-H  C >-  ^ C 

• Of  — t'o  05  X CD^'^CO^  O05Xl'-v0'^C00?O05XCDV0MC^;^q5X^;3J^ 
Sr-HT— lOvOvOvoiOVOiOvO'f'^Tfrf'^'^'^COCOCOCOCO 

I f--  t''  I''  CD  CO  COCDCOCDCDCDCQCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCOCOCO 

.<03T-Hr>^f>JcoT-^incor-..nnc-riO<— io>co^vocDr^xo50’— I — OJCO-^vocDt^x 


HC^CVJC0'^V0C0c-Xa5O'-'0?C0O*v0CDr^X05O;;C  — ^CO^VOCDJ^X 
,-t^r-lr-Vi-lT-lr-)r-HT-lr-HD)(C)OJCV)C'JCVC'?CQCVO) 

VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  »0  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  O VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  »0  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO 


JO  A^a 


•LlJUOIVIJOXiBd 


H(NC0^V0CDt-X05OrH0JC0Ttv0CDlr-X05Or 


oa,;^o  2 

^ ..  r ..= 

!r5 

s"2 

Ci:S-  .-A 
J JS  ^ s 
O-  4»  S 


a X C5  c?5  o o 


■HCC}'^vocDt^XXC50'' 


O VO 

> O .-V  CO  VO  CD  I-  I- 


•.  O X CO  CO  t-h  VO  Tt  T-( 

^ --i  ^ OJ  VO  CCi  VO  OJ  VO  CVJ  VO 

aj'cfv  ■q;t'^t^00XC5C5O’-VT-i 


■V  CO  (- 
H VO  CO 

HCCJ^.^r-i>xo5050r 


at'*r't''l>-l'^t^J>*(^l>.l^l>.t^l>*l>'CDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCDCD 

Tc^i^  00  a50r-t'o}XT:^vocDt-xc50-H(C)  co'^^o~cD  00  05  o ^ ^ ^ >o  o 

a rf  Tt  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  VO  vO  vO  VO  vo  VO  vO  vO  VQ  VO  VO  VQ  VQ  VQ  VQ  vc'ifO  VQ  V-O 


.005  ^Xv0OrtC0(^-rl'05OX-tXC0CDCDC0X-t't-0>rHTtv0’rHV0(^C005 
a cog^voco  r^C^^r-l  _h^0JGV0)»-i  VOCOCC)’-i^t-(t-i.-h,-h  voco 

3;^,-h  2oOrH0}(C}C0TfV0CDl:^XC5O.-i  >0»— iC'JCO'cfvoiCDt>X05a50t-H 


^.25 

S * . 

£“*fi 

g 

SSSjl 

wfzas 


S K 


.a  ^ vo  Gv 


X 05  05  O .■ 


J .2  »>•  1>*  00  05  05  O ^V 


D vo  vo 

Q CO  rf 


a I' 


HOOiXt-VOTTiCSJ 
, t^i^.t:>»OCDOCDCDCDCDCDCDCD 


'o.  -cr  c 

CD  CD  c 


V (OKCJ  C 

:'^'^rtrt^TtTti'!jvvovovovovovovOvOVOVOvOVOvovOVOVOvovOvO  vQ  vQ  v 


05  Tt  (CJ  CO  G 


'WPSP  spng 


CJ>>  I'^f^r^CDCDCOVOVOVOVO'rf'^'rtvCOCOCOlOJC'JOJ’- 


^ O O O 05 


rt  O 
r-l  VO 

X CD 
Of 

05  05 


vo  CO 
Oi 

X X 


•=193^joi^a 


•lHU0I\[J0il2a 


HO)CO^OCOt~00050^J>«2;002C02SCTS^CTS;SCTRCTSB?; 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


15 


■jtu  MONTH.  SEPTEMBER,  18G4,  so  days. 


MOOJN’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON, 

CHARLES  N. 
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9 

1 6 mo. 

0 54  mo. 

0 42  mo. 

0 30  mo. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merhl. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

K.  M.  S. 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

8 

10  53  mo. 

10  41  mo. 

10  29  mo. 

10  17  mo. 

1 

11  49  27 

Full  Moon 

15 

1 31  mo. 

1 19  mo. 

1 7 mo. 

0 55  mo. 

9 

11  47  8 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

22 

6 43  mo. 

6 31  mo. 

6 19  mo. 

6 7 mo. 

17 

11  45  17 

New  Moon 

30 

10  44  mo. 
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10  20  mo. 

10  8 mo. 

25 

11  44  6 

lotii  MONTH.  OCTOBER,  18G4. 


31  DAYS. 
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MOON’S  PKASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YOJJK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHAKLES’N. 

Sun  on  Mcrid. 
or  noon  mark. 

D, 

H M. 

H.  M. 

K.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

6 

7 9 ev. 

6 57  ev. 

6 45  ev. 

6 33  ev. 

1 

IL  43  42 

Full  Moon, 

13 

0 49  ev. 

0 37  ev. 

0 25  ev. 

0 13  ev. 

9 

11  44  2 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

21 

2 32  mo. 

2 20  mo. 

2 8 mo. 

1 56  mo. 

17 

11  45  16 

New  Moon 

29 

2 33  mo. 

2 21  mo. 

2 9 mo. 

1 57  mo. 

25 

11  47  23 

11th  MONTH.  NOVEMBER,  1864.  so  days. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merid. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

K M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

First  Quarter  • • ■ • 

c 

2 50  mo. 

2 38  mo. 

2 26  mo. 

2 14  mo. 

1 

11  49  30 

Full  Moon 

13 

2 28  mo. 

2 16  mo. 

2 4 mo. 

1 52  mo. 

9 

11  52  53 

Third  Quarter  - • • ■ 

20 

0 IS  mo. 

0 6 mo. 

11  54  ev. 

11  42  ev. 

17 

11  56  41 

New  Moon 

28 

4 37  ev. 

4 25  ev. 

4 13  ev. 

4 1 ev. 

25 

12  0 11 

i^tix  MONTH.  DECEMBER,  18G4. 


31  DAYS. 


— 2 4^2  S 

5"-i* 

S?'  5-J 

pac 

ai  s 

S*®* 


? CO  CO 

i o 


CO  O?  r 
Oi  r-t 

O l->  0 


? CO  CO  c 
r CN  ■' 

) OCi  o c 


:>OOCOO»OCOOIOCOQC 

:>'^'^coco(^ir-i  voco 
-iC^COTfiOCOt-CX)GOCi 


i CO  Oi  c 

- 00  Oi  c 


w ^ 
<v 

5 .52  o 


D o o 


rt  rf  -rf 


'cf 

Ci  O 


2 rj'  TT  -tT  '' 

acococococococococo 


'—I  OJ'c\>  ro 

o »C  n 

CO  CO  c 


CO  I- 

CO  co" 

o o 

5 -r 

D UO)  lo 

5 CO  CO 


OJ 

00  Oi 


—t  o £ o ' 

S s® 


o o 

TT» 


- 1--  00  c 


o »c 
'cr 


C'JCO'^O  'Scot^oo 

!5’ 05^0  O co'rr  O 

0 o 


Tj^rJ'Tf-^‘OiO‘0  0 0‘0'00 
iro  CO  t-*  I-  00  00  05  05  O O r-i  r-i  c^> 

IC  o o o o o o o o o 

cocococococococococot^r^  t- 


o Jog 

— : 

gi 

c5  («  2 


a 00  05  o 


■i  CO  . CO  O)  05  O rH 

T-1 

05 

HC0'^O.g'OCOt^0005O 


CO 


n s 


o o ^ 


H OJ  CO  ' 


CO  lo  Tf* 

. — (N 

CO  t-  00 


•005050500000000G 
2 CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  c 

-Ti 


• <050r-(CS{COTtOCO 

so 

I rrcoi^t^t-t-l^c^r- 


L"  00  05  O 

t-  t- 


I'-  !>•  t-  t- 


rr  •q- 

00  <05  (05 


'O'  O lO  CO  CO  00 

t-  t-  r-  I'-  t-  t"  t-  o r-  I 


•3188A\  JO  Avd 


*-<  L.  J ^ ^ V— f ^ ^ ^ fc*  It  i ^ ^ mM  L -<  ^ ^ 


■t^lUOIVIjoX-EQ 


rH0^C0T:tOCOt>-00a5Or 


} CO  O 00  CO  C5  »0  CO  O)  O CO  00 

D r-i  VO  'cr' CO  CO  (0?  T-i  VO  CO 

*r-HO?0}COTj'iOCOC'-OOC5050 


P^s  C‘S  2 
ci,;?;i'o  i 

<;  ri  0 1 

,-a 

ft'^  = 

Po--  «5 
^^.15  = 


c:5  CO 

o 

o o 

I''  00 


O ^ t"  CO  CO  'O  >0  CO  OJ  1-v  CO  CO  c 

Tj<  gCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCNJ'-H 

r-i  gOr-lCVjCO-tVOCOr-00  05  C50r 


CO  CO  T-H  ^ C5  t-  r 

T-l  CO  ^ £ 'T  O r 

coo-— I gO^CO'ct^U 


05  00  CO  o c 

I t— I r-(  ^ T-l 

5 CO  t-  00  05  O r 


-I  00  ‘O  "T  'Tf  ‘O  CO  CJ  (O)  o> 
VOOVOOUO'O  . r-iCV 


f ‘O  CO 

0 uo  'O 

I ^OOt-hOJCOttiO  pcOi>.00 


CO  CO  c 
-f  ^ 
VO  CO 

I" 


t-  00  "05  O ^ OJ  co'  ^rt 


VO  >0  CO 


CO  CO  CO  'CO  CO 
'cr^ -cf 
I-  t-  00  CXD  05 


-t  rr  -rf  TT* 


r rr*  'Tf  Tf 


I-  C'-  I',  1--  I''  t-  I—  t-  t-  t-  I'-  t-'  t"  t-  t- 


05  OJ  O CO  05  O CO 
VO  O -7'  ^ 


o ® = 

£f^*n 

pp'.; 


0^5 


=ii  s 


•g  -pap  spng 


CO  CO  i.-  (05  r 


VO  VO  '' 
} CQ  CO  T 


' 'cr'  VO  VO  -' 
i VO  CO  00  05  O r 


5 CO  CO 

r 

}C0C0'^V0Ot-t-00<05O 


' ^ CO 
- 00  C75 


O —I  c O ' 


h VO  VO  CO  00  <35  C 


H OJ  CO  VO  p VO  I-  X( 


■:  I—  t-  I"  t' 


1 <ac  (.■' 

• I'- 


I- 


O5“o’  _ 
(CJ  CO  CO 

I"  r-  i>-  c-  t''  1-*  t' t'*  1—  1—  I"  I 


^'^T<COCOCOQO'OCOOCOCOl-•<-lGOCO^-(05CO<05l--CO^-0-tOl:^^-GOC? 
H OJ  CQ  VO  VO  CO  CO  CO  VO  VO  — ' ^ «_  ^ - -- 


:5  T— ' <yj  (.'f  c/j  'T'  05 

OJ  O!  CO  ^ ^ct<  VO  VO 
H o>  o>  OJ 


1 - - .>  I.  - — I - ■ ' ' I"  I”  k>  f 1 ’ ■ . 

'Cf  ^ CM  OJ  tH  VO  rH  VO  I VO  r-i  CO  *0 

CO(35t-'COVOCOI'-1--COCO'^COOOO‘0 
— rHOJC')'MOf(C?O}t0}CCJ(CJCC?C^'-''-i 


'-<covococ''«i'^cscc>'^(5Qc::5 

V. '(  >.  ■ J '^r  ».  •;  "i  ^ ' — ' ' — ' ' — I Oi  ^ Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  OQ  Of  Of  ■ — • - ■ ■ ■ 

OfOfOfOfOfOfCOCOCOiC^COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of  Of 


'M^ooi^rjoA-EQ 


H0fc0'cj<v0iot^00<350'-i0fc0'<ti0c0t-00050' 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALxMANAC. 


H) 

THE  NEW  YEAR. 

Sunlight  of  the  heavenly  day, 

Mighty  to  revive  and  cheer, 

Bless  our  yet  untrodden  way, 

Lead  us  through  the  entered  year : 

Where  the  shades  of  death  we  see, 

Let  thy  living  brightness  be  ; 

Let  it  speed  our  lingering  feet, 

Let  it  shine  on  all  we  meet. 

Lord  of  all,  we  cannot  know 

What  our  paths  may  yet  unfold  ; 

But  the  part  that  love  would  show. 

Wise  to  save  us,  thou  hast  told. 

By  our  souls’  unmeasured  price. 

By  thy  life-long  sacrifice. 

By  thy  death  to  set  us  free, 

Lead  us  on  to  joy  in  thee — 

On  to  greet  the  perfect  day. 

Blessed  end  of  toil  and  strife— 

On  through  all  the  narrow  way. 

Brightness  of  our  human  life.  a.  l.  w. 


THE  IDLE  WORD, 

“ I remember  what  you  said.”  It  was  a trivial  thing  which  had  been 
said  and  thus  remembered — remembered  so  many  years.  The  remark 
recoiled  upon  me  with  strange  and  terrible  power.  What,  is  all  we  have 
said  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty  years  remembered?  Have  all  our 
thoughtless  words  been  indelibly  stamped  somewhere?  Are  they  for 
ever  speaking  ? Can  they  never  be  recalled  ? Are  they  registered  for 
the  final  account?  This  gift  of  speech,  how  much  it  is  abused.  I do 
not  now  mean  in  the  way  of  violent,  profane,  malicious,  reproachful,  or 
bitter  language  ; but  in  the  daily  intercourse  of  life,  how  much  we  allow 
the  superficial  to  take  the  place  of  the  genuine,  the  trivial  for  the  earnest, 
the  unmeaning  for  the  true.  What  a stream  of  aimless  talk  flows  from 
the  lips-  whose  chief  fault  is  that  it  is  aimless.  How  many  idle  words 
are  uttered  ; blameworthy,  because  that  moment,  that  occasion  given  but 
once  and  for  ever  gone,  was  not  belter  improved.  IIow  much  that  is 
real  is  left  unsaid,  while  we  sport  with  unmeaning  pleasure  instead ; 
yet  they  are  caught  up  by  deathless  memories,  sow  their  ignoble  har- 
vests, and  will  one  day  confront  us  to  our  shame. 

The  “ idle  word  ” was  not  beneath  the  admonition  of  Christ,  because 
it  not  only  frets  away  all  our  seriousness  and  vigor,  but  shallows  those 
social  intimacies  which  are  meant  to  quicken,  to  improve,  and  to 
bless.  a. 
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HOW  TO  REMOTE  SPIRITUAL  DESTITUTION. 

Churches  are  often  without  pastors,  and  there  is  frequently  a long 
interregnum  between  the  outgoing  and  the  incoming  ministries,  when  a 
church  is  not  inaptly  called  “ destitute.”  Prayer-meetings  flag,  charities 
are  neglected.  Sabbath  services  are  thin,  inquirers  are  scarce,  and  both 
the  general  and  particular  interests  of  godliness  are  at  a low  ebb ; and  all 
this  because  the  church  shifts  its  responsibilities  upon  the  shoulders  of 
a minister,  and  of  course  where  there  are  no  shoulders  to  bear  them, 
they  fall  to  the  ground  and  are  trampled  on. 

When  McCheyne,  that  godly  young  minister  of  Scotland,  was  gone 
many  months  from  his  parish,  on  a mission  to  the  Jews  in  Palestine,  how 
did  he  find  things  on  his  return  ? Did  the  church  let  things  go  till  his 
return  ? “ Many  prayer-meetings  were  formed,”  he  tells  us,  “ some  strict- 
ly private,  and  others,  conducted  by  persons  of  Christian  experience, 
were  open  to  persons  under  concern,  at  one  another’s  houses.  I found 
thirty-nine  such  meetings  held  weekly  in  connection  with  the  congrega- 
tion.” Of  course  such  a church  was  in  vigorous  working  order.  Its 
vitality  was  undiminished.  It  was  fulfilling  its  purpose — bringing  in 
and  setting  up  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  the  world.  We  commend  this 
example  to  every  destitute  church.  If  saints  meet  to  ask,  Lord,  what 
wilt  thou  have  us  to  do  ?”  sinners  will  eagerly  inquire,  “ What  shall  we 
do  to  be  saved  ?”  And  there  will  be  no  destitution  where  this  is  the 
case,  for  God’s  mercy  and  grace  flow  abundantly  at  every  demand. 


A DISTINGUISHED  Frenchman  says,  in  a report  on  Sabbath  observance 
to  the  French  Parliament  of  18G0,  “Witness  that  city,  London,  the  capital 
and  focus  of  the  commerce  of  the  world,  where  Sunday  is  observed  with 
the  most  scrupulous  care,  and  where  two  and  a half  millions  of  people 
are  kept  in  order  by  three  battalions  of  infantry  and  some  troops  of 
guards,  while  Paris  requires  the  presence  of  fifty  thousand  soldiers,” 
And  it  may  be  asked.  How  many  battalions  does  Boston  or  New  York 
require  to  keep  the  public  peace  ? The  answer  is  our  glory  and  oar  joy ; 
for  when  we  say,  “ Not  one ; our  communities  are  self-governed,”  we 
know  that  the  reason  of  this  distinction  is  the  fact  that  we  have  grown 
up  from  infancy  a Sabbath-keeping  people.  Dr.  Hagua 


In  every  community  which  is  called  Christian,  the  Sabbath-keepers  hold 
the  first  place ; they  take  precedence  of  all  other  classes  in  intelligence, 
in  morals,  in  thrift,  and  in  social  position. 


God’s  kingdom  must  be  established  within  the  soul,  before  his  will 
can  be  fulfilled  in  the  life. 
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“ Doing  penance  ” is  an  article  of  faiHi  in  the  Romish  church.  It  is 
seeking  atonement  for  sin  and  the  favor  of  God  by  some  hard  bodily 
service.  When  Liitlier  went  to  Rome,  he  was  desirous  of  doing  any 
thing  which  the  priests  imposed,  for  he  supposed  Rome  was  nearer 
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heaven  than  Germany,  and  of  course  the  pope  and  the  priests  knew  best 
the  way  there.  One  “ good  work  ” to  be  done  by  good  Romanists  was 
climbing  a stone  staircase  in  the  Lateran  church  on  their  knees. 

This  of  course  Luther  was  anxious  to  do,  and  he  began  climbing  with 
the  utmost  devotion,  when  a voice,  as  it  were  from  heaven,  seemed  to 
sound  in  his  soul,  “ The  just  shall  live  by  faith.”  By  the  light  of  it  he 
saw  his  folly.  Could  dragging  his  body  up  stairs  on  his  knees  ease  his 
conscience  or  comfort  his  soul  ? Could  this  be  a ladder  to  heaven  ? Lu- 
ther’s eyes  were  opened.  He  got  up,  shook  off  the  superstitions  of  his 
age,  and  applied  himself  with  renewed  diligence  to  the  word  of  God. 
Here  he  found  the  life  of  faith  a soul-work.  It  receives  and  obeys  the 
Son  of  God  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gospel.  Faith  joins  Christ  and  the 
soul  together,  so  that  the  soul,  warmed  and  filled  with  the  blessed  Spirit, 
blossoms  with  love  and  joy  and  peace,  grows  in  grace  and  divine  know- 
ledge, and  bears  good  fruit,  namely  works ; good  works  being  the  fruit 
and  not  the  root  of  a holy  life. 


A BLESSED  EXPERIENCE. 

“You  are  an  old  man.  Will  you  not  die  soon?”  said  one  to  an  old 
slave  well  stricken  in  years.  “Yes,  I know  I must,”  he  answered. 
“ Where  do  you  expect  to  go  ?”  “ I believe  I shall  go  to  the  good  land,” 

said  the  old  man.  “Why  do  you  think  you  shall  go  there?”  “I  cannot 
tell ; but  the  nearer  I come  to  death,  somehow  Jesus  and  I get  nearer.” 
Blessed  experience.  “ Father,  I will  that  they  whom  thou  hast  given  me, 
be  with  me  where  I am.” 

“I  NEVER  observed,”  says  an  old  practitioner,  “so  many  pallid  faces, 
and  so  many  marks  of  declining  health ; I never  knew  so  many  hectical 
habits  and  consumptive  affections  as  of  late  years  ; and  I trace  this  alarm- 
ing inroad  on  young  constitutions  principally  to  the  pernicious  custom 
of  smoking.’’^ 

I LOOKED  to  the  world  for  enjoyment;  it  failed  me.  I looked  to  a 
prosperous  business  for  wealth,  balanced  loss  and  profit,  and  I had 
nothing.  I looked  to  my  sons  for  pomfort  and  support;  they  died.  I 
looked  to  Jesus,  and  found  comfort,  support,  enjoyment,  riches,  redemp- 
tion, every  thing.  “Looking  to  Jesus,”  I expect  to  reach  heaven  for  my 
last  home,  where  I shall  see  him  in  his  glory. 

An  Old  Man’s  Experience. 

To  have  all,  and  to  die  saying,  “ Is  this  all  is  the  epitaph  of  many  a 
rich  and  wasted  life. 


Grace  is  glory  in  the  bud,  and  glory  is  grace  in  the  blossomc 
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INFLUENCES  GOOD  AND  BAD. 

“ Rufus,”  was  the  agonizing  cry  of  a poor  woman  to  her  misguided 
husband,  why  will  you  go  with  those  vile  men,  who  only  want  to  ruin 
you  ? why  leave  your  wife  and  children  for  the  society  of  a dram-shop  ? 
What  does  it  mean  ? Have  you  lost  the  power  of  judging  and  acting  for 
yourself?  Can  you  not  shake  the  tempter  off,  and  say.  As  for  myself,  I 
will  he\ei  alone?  Where  is  the  resolution  you  once  had?” 

“ Mary,”  answered  the  poor  drunkard,  “ I know  I am  going  to  ruin.  1 
know  the  way  I am  in  takes  hold  on  hell.  I see  it  as  plain  as  you  do  ; but 
I can't  help  it." 

Can't  help  it!  can’t  help  it ! Is  his  fate  sealed  ? Has  he  lost  the  inal- 
ienable right  of  free-agency?  Has  he  lost  the  power  of  choosing!  Alas, 
he  has  chosen.  The  choice  between  good  and  evil,  between  principle  and 
appetite,  between  restraint  and  indulgence,  took  place  perhaps  years  be- 
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fore.  It  was  distinctly  made  then,  and  one  of  the  consequences  of  that 
choice  is  the  difficulty,  nay,  almost  impossibility  of  reconsidering  it.  By 
all  natural  laws  his  fate  is  sealed.  “ Whatsoever  a man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap.”  He  has  parted  with  his  free  agency — bartered  it  away  to 
appetite ; and  the  rule  of  appetite  is  the  rule  of  a despot.  A down-hill 
progress,  as  you  know,  is  one  of  constantly  increasing  speed,  until  at 
last  one  cannot  stop ; he  goes  in  spite  of  himself.  This  is  the  peril  of 
every  self-indulgence.  It  may  so  easily  switch  you  off  on  the  express 
train  to  ruin,  which  makes  no  stops.  Then  you  may  indeed  hopelessly 
cry,  “I  can’t  help  it.”  Grod,  I know,  sometimes  in  mercy  puts  on  the 
brakes  and  lets  off  the  steam,  and  a man  is  rescued  and  brought  back  to 
dutyo  But  our  chief  concern  must  ever  be,  for  ourselves  and  those  we 
love,  to  see  to  it  that  we  start  on  the  right  track  in  the  first  place. 


GOD  WITH  US. 

There  is  nothing  like  the  consciousness  of  Immanuel  for  men  that  are 
fighting  the  battles  of  life.  Give  me,  of  all  mottoes,  “ God  with  me.” 
Oh  that  I might  write  on  my  child’s  cradle,  “ Immanuel — God  with  us.” 
Oh  that  I might  write  it  on  the  threshold  of  every  child’s  entrance  into 
wedded  life  : “ Immanuel — God  with  us.”  Oh  that  I might  write  it  on  the 
garments  that  my  child  wears,  so  they  should  flame  all  over  to  the  eye  of 
faith  the  same  motto,  “Immanuel — God  with  us.”  Oh  that  I might 
write  it  on  every  book  and  task — “ God  with  us.”  Oh  that  it  might  be 
inscribed  on  every  fear  and  sorrow — God  with  us.”  I would  see  gleam- 
ing in  the  first  light  of  the  morning  those  words,  “ God  with  us  and  at 
evening,  when  the  sun  goes  in  glory  to  his  rest,  I would  have  borne  back 
to  my  eyes  upon  its  last  rays  the  same  words,  “ God  with  us.”  And  in 
the  silence  of  the  night  I Avould  still  have  running  through  my  mind  the 
thought  of  “ God  with  us.”  Always  and  everywhere  I would  have  for 
my  motto,  “ Immanuel.”  And  every  man  who  has  this  reality  will  feel, 
“ What  lack  I?”  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ? 


A TOUCHSTONE. 

By  this  one  mark  you  may  know  whether  the  sins  of  }^our  liv^es,  be 
they  great  or  small,  are  certain  proofs  of  an  unconverted  heart  or  not. 
In  every  truly  converted  man,  the  main  bent  of  his  heart  and  life  is  against 
sin,  and  his  chief  desire  and  endeavor  are  to  destroy  it.  In  others  it  is  not 
so.  Whatever  kind  of  sinning  therefore  is  inconsistent  with  such  a 
desire  and  endeavor,  will  prove  that  man  to  be  unconverted  and  grace- 
less who  commits  it.  How  far  a man’s  sin  is  with  or  against  the  pre- 
dominant bent  of  his  own  heart  and  life,  he  may  discern  by  diligent 
observation.  ' Baxter. 


When  the  Lord  Jesus  with  his  disciples  visited  Bethany  for  the  last 
time,  Simon  made  a great  supper,  and  invited  in  Lazarus  and  many  of  the 
Jews  who  wished  to  see  the  wonderful  Life-restorer.  Mary  had  an  ala- 
baster-box of  rare  and  costly  perfume.  While  they  sat  at  supper,  Mary 
brought  in  the  box,  broke  it  open,  and  poured  the  precious  oil  on  the 
head  of  her  Lord.  It  ran  down  to  his  feet,  and  she  wiped  his  feet  with 
her  hair,  while  the  odor  filled  the  house  where  they  were.  Judas  was 
angry  at  this,  and  asked,  “ Why  is  this  waste  ? for  it  could  have  been 
sold  for  so  much  and  given  to  the  poor.”  “The  poor  ye  have  always 
with. you,”  said  our  Lord,  “but  me  ye  have  not  always.”  And  he  added, 
that  wherever  his  gospel  should  be  preached,  what  this  woman  had  done 
unto  him  should  be  told  for  a memorial  of  her.  Here  is  a lesson  of  mo- 
ment to  us  all,  that  the  true  test  of  believing  is  personal  attachment  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  wants  of  the  poor  are  obvious  ; their  sufterings 
and  tears  are  within  sight  of  us,  appealing  to  all  our  natural  sympathies, 
and  a benevolent  activity  in  their  behalf  may  and  does  exist  in  selfish, 
envious,  and  worldly  hearts.  It  was  Judas  who  was  angry  at  the  waste. 
But  while  kindness  to  the  poor  is  everywhere  commended  and  command- 
ed by  the  word  of  God,  it  is  not  proof  in  itself  of  a renewed  and  sancti- 
fied heart ; that  rests  upon  a personal  love  to  the  personal  Christ : and 
the  humblest  acts  of  devotion  and  love  done  in  his  name  and  for  his  sake, 
will  be  held  in  everlasting  remembrance  when  more  renowned  charities 
have  perished.  “Without  il/e,”  as  believers,  “ye  can  do  nothing.” 
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DAVID’S  BIBLE  AND  OURS. 

In  the  days  of  King  David  the  Bible  was  a scanty  book ; yet  he  loved 
it  well,  and  found  daily  wonders  in  it.  Genesis,  with  its  sublime  narra- 
tion of  how  God  made  the  worlds,  with  its  glimpses  of  patriarchal  piety, 
and  dark  disclosures  of  gigantic  sin ; Exodus,  with  its  glorious  marchings 
through  that  great  wilderness,  its  thrilling  memorials  of  Jehovah’s  out- 
stretched arm,  and  the  volume  of  the  written  law;  Leviticus,  through 
whose  flickering  vistas  David’s  eye  discerned  the  shadows  of  better 
things  to  come;  Numbers,  with  its  natural  history  of  the  heart  of  man ; 
Deuteronomy,  with  its  vindication  of  the  ways  of  God ; Joshua  and 
Judges,  with  their  chapters  of  providence,  their  stirring  incidents,  and 
peaceful  episodes;  the  memoir  of  Job,  so  fraught  with  spiritual  experi- 
ence ; and  the  domestic  annals  of  Ruth,  which  told  to  her  grandson  such 
a tale  of  divine  foreknowledge  and  love  and  care,  all  converging  on  him- 
self, or  rather  on  David’s  son  and  David’s  Lord : these  were  David’s 
Bible,  and  he  desired  it  beyond  all  his  riches. 

But  you  have  yet  an  ampler  Bible — a Bible  with  psalms  and  prophets 
in  it — a Bible  with  gospels  and  epistles.  How  do  you  love  that  law  ? 
How  often  have  you  clasped  it  to  your  bosom  as  the  man  of  your  coun- 
sel ? How  often  have  you  dwelt  on  its  promises,  until  they  evolved  a 
sweetness  which  made  you  marvel  ? How  many  times  have  you  praised 
the  Lord  for  the  clearness  of  its  light,  the  sanctity  of  its  truth,  and  the 
sureness  of  its  immortality  ? Dr.  J.  Hamilton. 


ACCEPT  AND  OBEY. 

All  that  the  gospel  demands  of  us,  whether  by  way  of  fact  or  precept, 
lies  within  the  compass  of  two  grand  yet  simple  words — acceptance  and 
obedience  We  must  accept  the  gospel,  inasmuch  as  it  makes  us  aware 
of  all  that  the  Almighty  is  to  us.  We  must  obey  it,  inasmuch  as  it 
declares  to  us  all  that  he  would  have  us  be  to  him. 


In  one  month  there  were  printed  at  the  Bible  House  in  New  York 
over  175,000  volumes,  making  6,500  daily,  or  eleven  volumes  a minute  for 
working  time : 168,000  volumes  were  issued,  many  of  which  were  dis- 
tributed in  the  army,  among  paroled  and  rebel  prisoners,  among  the  sick 
and  wounded  in  hospitals,  and  among  the  colored  people.  There  is  a 
tree  which  “ bore  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and  yielded  her  fruit  every 
month ; and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.” 


“ Read  of  all  men.”  To  one  sinner  who  reads  the  Bible,  there  are 
twenty  who  read  professing  Christians. 
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No  river  is  freighted  with  such  a history  as  the  Jordan,  whose  clear 
and  cooling  waters  are  the  Mecca  of  many  a Christian  pilgrim  both  from 
the  old  world  and  the  new.  The  chief  river  of  Palestine,  it  rises  among 
the  rocky  hill-sides  of  the  north-east,  flows  through  the  basin  of  Tibe- 
rias, and  pursues  its  winding  way  through  the  hot  and  sandy  valley  of 
El-Ghor,  until  it  is  lost  in  the  bitter  waters  of  the  Dead  sea.  Though 
but  sixty  miles  in  a direct  line  from  Tiberias  to  the  Dead  sea,  it  wanders 
a hundred  miles  or  more  on  its  course,  thus  scattering  fertility  on  an 
otherwise  barren  plain.  Willows,  tamarisks,  and  oleanders  mark  its  way, 
affording  a delightful  contrast  to  the  rocky  heights  and  peaks  which 
I ound  the  valley  and  give  a desolate  aspect  to  the  region.  The  current, 
always  strong  and  swift,  is  increased  in  volume  at  different  seasons  and 
from  year  to  year,  and  it  was  during  its  annual  “ swelling”  that  Joshua 
and  his  hosts  marched  over  it  dry-shod.  As  the  last  stage  of  the  mem- 
orable Hebrew  pilgrimage  through  the  wasting  wilderness  to  the  Prom- 
ised Land,  Christian  song  has  ever  idealized  its  gloomy  and  tumultuous 
waters  into  that  “ dim  and  unknown  stream,”  on  whose  stormy  banks  th(? 
believer  stands,  casting  a wishful  eye  to  the  heavenly  Canaan, 

That  fair  and  happy  land. 

Where  his  possessions  lie.’" 

Goethe  tells  of  a tombstone  on  which,  instead  of  the  usual  inscrip- 
tion, Memento  mori — Remember  that  you  must  die  ” — was  the  inscrip- 
tion, Remember  that  you  must  liveP 

3* 
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THE  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  BIBLE  ON  THE  YOUNG. 

All  the  success  I have  attained  in  more  than  twenty  years’  experi- 
ence,” says  a teacher,  “has  been  due  to  the  habitual  use  of  the  Bible  in 
school.  To  the  Bible  all  moral  questions  should  be  referred,  and  by  its 
instructions  decided.  Nor  can  I conceive  how  a school  can  be  at  all 
properly  controlled  without  it.  Christ  our  example,  the  word  of  God 
our  standard  of  morals  and  our  guide — this  is  what  I have  found  suffi- 
cient. And  if  these  do  not  succeed  in  training  pupils  to  energetic, 
healthy  action,  no  others  will.” 


God  liveth  ever ; 

Wherefore,  soul,  despair  thou  never. 

What  though  thou  tread  with  bleeding  feet 
A thorny  path  of  grief  and  gloom  ? 

Thy  God  will  choose  the  way  most  meet 
To  lead  thee  heavenward — lead  thee  home. 
For  this  life’s  long  night  of  sadness. 

He  will  give  thee  peace  and  gladness. 
Soul,  forget  not  in  thy  pains, 

God  o’er  all  for  ever  reigns. 


Some  bad  boys  tried  to  persuade  a good  little  boy  to  play  truant. 
“No,  no;  I cannot,'’  said  he. 

“ Why  ? now  why  ?”  they  asked. 

“ Why  ?”  answered  the  little  boy,  “ ’cause  if  I do,  I shall  have  to  pray 
it  all  out  to  God  by  mother’s  knees  to-night.” 

“ Oh,  well,”  they  said,  “in  that  case  you  had  better  not  go.” 

Bad  boys  expect  of  boys  better  brought  up  than  themselves  better 
things  than  they  practise.  But  you  see  what  a bridle  the  habit  of  prayer 
puts  on  a little  child.  Prayer  acknowledges  God’s  all-seeing  eye,  God’s 
bountiful  hand,  God’s  care,  God’s  goodness,  God’s  pity,  God’s  authority^ 
God’s  right  to  us.  It  is  remembering  God.  The  reason  we  sin  so  is  be- 
cause we  forget  him.  Nobody  can  bring  daily  to  mind  his  adorable 
character,  what  he  wants  us  to  be,  and  what  he  wants  us  to  do,  and  go 
on  doing  wrong ; for  prayer,  like  a chain  let  down  from  heaven,  with  one 
end  in  our  hand,  twitches  us  from  evil  and  draws  us  towards  heaven. 

Oh,  what  golden  moments  are  those  when  a pious  mother  gathers  her 
little  ones  about  her,  and  teaches  them,  not  to  “ say  their  prayers,”  but  to 
open  their  little  hearts  in  penitence  and  trust  and  love  to  the  Redeemer 
who  died  for  them.  Then  is  the  time,  in  earliest  infancy,  for  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  to  enter  in  and  mould  their  souls  into  his  likeness.  Mothers, 
see  to  it  that  His  print  be  there  first. 

“ To  be  spiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace.” 
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‘‘  Being  at  Calais/'  says  a traveller,  “ I climbed  up  into  the  lighthouse 
and  talked  with  the  keeper.  ‘ Suppose,’  I said,  ‘ that  one  of  these  lights 
should  go  out’  ‘Never!  impossible!’  he  cried  with  a sort  of  horror. 
‘Sir,’  said  he,  pointing  to  the  ocean,  ‘yonder,  where  nothing  can  be 
seen,  there  are  ships  going  by  to  every  part  of  the  world.  If  to-night 
one  of  my  burners  were  to  go  out,  within  six  months  would  come  a let- 
ter, perhaps  from  India,  perhaps  from  America,  perhaps  from  some  place 
I never  heard  from,  saying  that  on  such  a night  the  keeper  neglected  his 
post  and  vessels  were  in  peril.  Ah,  sir,  sometimes  in  the  dark  nights 
and  in  stormy  weather,  I look  to  sea,  and  feel  as  if  the  eye  of  the  whole 
world  were  looking  at  my  light.  Go  out?  burn  dim?  Oh  never!”’ 
What  significance  does  this  put  upon  Christ’s  words  to  his  people : 
“ Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world,”  warming,  guiding,  illuminating.  Oh, 
Master,  who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ? 


FOR  EACH  ONE. 

There  is  not  a single  member  of  a single  church,  male  or  female, 
young  or  old,  rich  or  poor,  but  should  be  engaged  in  personal  efforts  for 
the  conversion  of  souls.  Our  army  may  as  rationally  leave  the  battle  to 
be  fought  by  officers  alone,  as  the  church  leave  the  conversion  of  the 
world  to  the  ministers  of  the  gospel.  Indeed,  it  is  a fundamental  error 
to  consider  it  a merely  ministerial  work.  The  work  of  saving  souls  is 
as  truly  and  as  legitimately  within  the  reach  of  the  pious  pauper  in  the 
workhouse,  or  the  godly  child  in  the  Sabbath-school,  or  the  religious 
servant  in  a family,  as  within  the  grasp  of  the  most  eminent  preacher 
The  church  in  its  entire  membership  is  the  “ royal  priesthood,”  proclaim- 
ing salvation  to  a lost  world,  and  winning  back  souls  to  the  bosom  of 
redeeming  Love. 
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HINDERANCES  AS  WELL  AS  HELPS  COME  FROM  THE 

LORD. 

The  wife  of  a minister  in  a humble  parish  was  one  morning  hurrying 
through  her  Monday’s  washing,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  accompany  him 
to  a minister’s  meeting  some  miles  off,  when  an  old  gentleman  from  a 
neighboring  village  knocked  at  the  parsonage  door  and  inquired  for  her 
husbando  He  was  out,  and  there  was  no  fire  in  the  study.  Should  she 
seat  him  there  in  the  cold,  and  let  him  wait  by  himself,  or  invite  him  into 
the  kitchen,  and  hospitably  suffer  the  interruption?  Everybody  knows 
the  urgency  of  washing-day ; but  when  a rare  treat  depends  upon  its 
timely  achievement,  how  is  a woman’s  good-nature  put  to  the  test. 

The  Lord  sends  hinderances  as  well  as  helps,”  said  the  lady,  smoothing 
her  brow,  inviting  the  stranger  into  her  warm  kitchen,  and  making  room 
for  him  beside  her  tubs.  She  pulled  down  her  sleeves,  and  entertained 
him  with  all  the  grace  and  kindness  with  which  she  used  to  delight  her 
friends  in  earlier  days  in  the  city.  The  visit  broke  up  their  plans.  To 
go  at  all,  they  must  now  intersect  the  rajd-road  some  miles  distant,  and 
add  the  expense  of  a rail-road  ride  to  the  little  journeyo  Could  they 
afford  it  ? Ah,  the  calculations  that  must  needs  be  made  over  a scanty 
purse.  They  started,  however,  and  reaching  the  rail-road  before  time, 
turned  out  of  their  way  to  call  upon  two  old  ladies  whom  the  minister 
used  to  knoWo  How  gratified  they  were  to  see  the  good  man  whose 
godly  talk  had  strengthened  their  souls  in  times  past.  Before  leaving, 
one  of  them  went  to  her  bureau,  took  out  a bill,  and  slipped  it  into  his 
hand.  The  other  also  drew  him  aside,  and  did  likewise.  And  the  result 
was,  he  had  enough  for  his  journey,  and  returned  home  richer  than  he 
left  it. 


THE  SIN  OF  THE  CHURCH  TO-DAY. 

If  asked  to  point  out  the  specific  sin  of  the  church  in  the  present  day, 
we  cannot  hesitate  to  say  that  it  is  a pervading  worldliness  of  mind, 
heart,  and  conduct.  It  is  not  only  in  the  way  of  doing  business  that  this 
is  seen,  but  in  the  general  habits  and  tastes  of  professing  Christians. 
Their  style  of  living,  their  associations,  their  amusements,  their  conver- 
sation, show  a minding  of  earthly  things,  a disposition  to  conform  to  pre- 
vailing fashions,  and  an  apparent  desire  to  seek  their  happiness  from 
objects  of  sense  rather  than  from  those  of  faith,  which  prove  the  extent 
to  which  a secular  spirit  is  bearing  down  the  spirit  of  piety,  and  break- 
ing up  those  distinctions  whereby  believers  are  known  as  that  “peculiar 
people  whose  God  is  the  Lord.”  Jay. 


The  truly  'great  are  humble,  as  those  ears  of  corn  and  boughs  of 
trees  that  are  best  laden  bend  lowest. 
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I CAN  always  fight  best  after  a rousing  letter  from  home,”  exclaimed 
a young  officer  to  his  comrades,  his  lip  quivering  and  his  eye  moistening 
with  the  love  and  patriotic  glow  caught  from  the  pages  of  an  open  let- 
ter. Ah,  nothing  cheers  the  soldiers  like  letters  from  home.  Our  sol- 
diers are  not  soldiers  of  fortune,  whose  home  is  in  the  barrack  or  on  the 
field ; but  improvised  for  this  great  occasion  from  the  workshop  and  the 
farm,  from  the  bar  and  the  counting-room,  from  the  bosom  of  affection- 
ate families  and  all  the  sweet  amenities  of  peaceful  and  happy  life.  At 
their  country’s  call  they  have  left  all  these  for  the  perilous  risks  and 
wearing  fatigues  of  war,  and  no  wonder  if  heart  sometimes  fails  them  in 
the  new  and  untried  career.  What  mental  and  moral  stimulus  will  best 
sustain  and  animate  their  drooping  spirits  or  flagging  energies  ? Letters 
from  home.  Not  complaining,  whining,  fault-finding,  discouraging  letters.; 
but  brave,  cheerful,  encouraging  letters,  full  of  love  and  hope  and  noble 
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eentiments ; scraps  of  village  news ; a word  about  the  old  house  dog, 
bossy,  pussy,  the  baby’s  new  tooth ; with  streaks  of  sunshine  enough  to 
dry  up  all  the  dews  and  damps  of  home-sickness,  and  make  them  thank 
God  for  such  a home  and  country  to  live  and  to  die  for. 

What  an  army  of  letters  is  marching  every  week  to  our  lines.  More 
than  commissary  wagons  or  Christian  Commissions,  do  they  bring  the  oil 
and  wine  which  makes  glad  the  heart  of  the  soldier ; and  more  than 
rebel  in  the  rear  or  engulphing  mud,  may  they  weaken  our  ranks  and  put 
back  the  onward  march  of  freedom  and  of  right. 

Let  us  then  who  cannot  fight  write,  and  help  on  the  good  cause  by 
sending  to  the  field  cheerful,  courageous,  patriotic  letterso 


INDIYIDUAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

That  was  a fine  purpose  of  a young  Christian  which  he  entered  on 
his  diary: 

“ Resolved,  that  I will,  the  Lord  being  my  helper,  think,  speak,  and 
act  as  an  individual;  for  as  such  I must  live,  as  such  I must  die,  stand 
before  God,  and  be  damned  or  saved  for  ever  and  ever.  I have  been 
waiting  for  others.  I must  act  as  if  I were  tlie  only  one  to  act,  and  wait 
no  longer.” 

Yes,  God  will  not,  as  regards  eternity,  deal  with  nations,  or  churches, 
or  families,  but  with  individuals.  Bodies  as  such  cannot  be  accountable. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a collective  conscience.  We  must  die  alone; 
we  must  render  up  our  account  each  one  for  himself.  The  final  reckon- 
ing will  be  with  thee  and  me.  “ Thou  art  the  man  ” Follow  thou  me,” 
is  the  omniscient  verdict  and  requirement. 


WHO  SHALL  FILL  OUR  HIGH  OFFICES? 

When  the  news  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen’s  nomination  .to  the  Yice-presi- 
dency  of  the  United  States  reached  New  York,  “ What  do  you  think  of 
the  nomination?”  asked  a gentleman  of  the  editor  of  a leading  paper  of 
the  same  political  party,  It  will  never  do,  never  do,”  he  cried  ; “ he  is 
too  much  mixed  up  with  the  Bible  Society.”  /‘Well,  sir,”  replied  the 
gentleman,  ‘‘  if  it  has  come  to  this,  that  because  a man  is  a Christian  and 
president  of  a Bible  Society,  he  cannot  be  elected  to  high  offices,  it  is 
time  that  we  should  know  it.” 

Is  the  administration  of  the  high  offices  of  our  government  incompat- 
ible with  sound  morality  and  Christian  principle  ? 


‘‘Father,”  wrote  a young  soldier  home,  “I  never  before  re?lized  that 
there  must  be  a God  to  set  things  right.” 
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A bird’s  nest.  Mark  it  well  within,  without. 
No  tool  had  he  who  wrought,  no  knife  to  cut, 
No  nail  to  fix,  no  bodkin  to  insert, 

No  glue  to  join ; his  little  beak  was  all. 

And  yet  how  neatly  finished ! What  nice  hand. 
With  every  implement  and  means  of  art. 

And  tAventy  years  of  apprenticeship  to  boot, 
Could  make  me  such  another  ? 


COMFORTABLE. 

I married  young.  My  husband  was  grave,  sincere,  and  of  few  words ; 
I ardent,  excitable,  and  full  of  rapture.  One  day  some  young  friends 
came  in,  to  whom  I eagerly  showed  the  newly  arrived  parlor  furniture, 
among  which  was  a spring-bottomed  haircloth  mahogany  rocking-chair, 
a rarer  article  than  nowadays.  Every  thing  was  “ splendid,”  “ elegant,” 
^‘charming,”  “magnificent.”  Their  enthusiastic  ejaculations  delighted 
me.  At  last  they  went  away  and  my  husband  came  home.  “ Oh  this 
chair,”  I exclaimed,  throwing  myself  into  it,  “is  it  not  splendid,  magnifi- 
cent, enchanting  ?” 

“It  is  very  comfortable,”  he  answered,  slowly  and  gravely,  after  a 
short  pause.  “Comfortable!”  I inly  said;  “how  cold  I Comfortable) 
and  is  that  all?”  Tears  rushed  to  my  eyes.  “We  can  never  ^ never  sym- 
pathize. Comfortable,”  I repeated  to  myself,  “comfortable!” 

Dinner  came,  but  I could  not  regain  my  spirits.  The  meal  was  unso- 
cial and  soon  over,  when  I escaped  to  my  chamber  to  brood  over  our 
fancied  differences  of  character.  “ Comfortable ! what  coldness.” 

It  was  not  long  before  footsteps  were  heard  on  the  stairs,  and  my  hus- 
band, whom  I had  supposed  gone,  opened  the  door.  Hastily  brushing 
away  my  tears,  I looked  intently  out  the  window.  After  opening  and 
taking  something  from  a drawer  without  speaking,  his  silence  confirming 
my  accusations,  he  approached  me,  and  looking  as  it  were  straight  into 
my  heart,  said  kindly,  “ I do  not  find  in  every-day  life  any  thing  corre- 
sponding to  what  I suppose  ^magnificent,’  ^splendid,’  ^enchanting’  to 
mean ; in  fact,  I do  not  understand  those  words  as  you  are  in  the  habit 
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of  using  them,  for  they  do  not  express  things  as  they  really  are.  In  this 
plain  world,  this  world  of  perplexity,  trouble,  defeated  hopes,  we  can 
expect  little  more  than  to  be  comfortable.  And  how  much  does  that 
sum  up  of  what  is  within  our  reach — freedom  from  ills,  the  absence  of 
annoyances,  case,  rest,  tranquillity.  AVhat  then  is  like  the  sober  cer- 
tainty of  being  comfortable  And  then  he  left  me  to  sober  second 
thoughts,  which,  like  good  angels,  rushed  to  the  rescue.  ^‘How  true  and 
wise  and  sensible,”  they  said.  “With  all  your  magnificent  notions,  you 
are  very  unhappy,  and  are  likely  to  make  your  husband  so.”  After  a 
pretty  uncomfortable  afternoon,  I began  to  think  there  might  be  some- 
thing very  good  and  substantial  in  being  comfortable,  after  all,  and  I was 
determined  to  look  into  it. 

Exaggerated  language  employed  on  trivial  occasions  spoils  that  sim- 
plicity and  singleness  of  mind  so  necessary  to  a right  judgment  of  our- 
selves, ours,  and  others.  c. 


THE  DIFFERENCE. 

“I  once  visited  a plantation  on  the  Mississippi,  ninety  miles  above 
New  Orleans,”  says  Dr.  Barrows,  “whose  master  was  among  the  very 
best  specimens  of  Southern  slaveholders,  humane  and  liberal  in  his  treat- 
ment of  his  slaves.  They  were  all  plump  and  hearty,  giving  unmistak- 
able signs  of  their  good  keeping.  We  went  together  into  the  cotton 
field,  and  there,  in  the  midst  of  a gang  of  some  forty  slaves,  male  and 
female,  stood  the  driver,  himself  a slave,  whip  in  hand.  The  master,  evi- 
dently ashamed  of  the  arrangement,  volunteered  to  say,  ‘ You  see  the 
man  with  the  whip ; it  is  the  custom  in  these  parts.  He  is  mainly  for 
show.’  On  this  plantation  perhaps  he  was  mainly  for  show ; but  not  on 
the  plantations  generally,  as  the  gentleman  himself,  upon  being  question- 
ed, candidly  admitted.  The  driver  and  his  whip  is  a true  exponent  of 
slavery.  It  represents  the  truth  that  it  is  a system  of  fear,  where  men 
must  be  driven  by  penalty,  because  they  cannot  be  drawn  by  reward. 
How  would  it  look  to  see  a man  stationed,  whip  in  hand,  among  a body 
of  free  laborers,  say  in  Winans’  machine-shop  in  Baltimore,  or  in  the 
Pacific  Mills  at  Lawrence,  or  among  a gang  of  laborers  on  a new  rail- 
road, or  on  one  of  our  magnificent  western  farms  in  harvest-time, 
^mainly  for  show?’  Such  an  instrument  is  never  seen  under  the  system 
of  free  labor,  because  pay-day  is  coming,  when  the  faithful  laborer  will  re- 
ceive his  appropriate  reward,  and  the  unfaithful  workman  be  discharged. 


The  aspect  of  things  is  stern,  very  stern.  If  they  be  ruled  by  love,  it 
is  a love  which  does  not  shrink  from  human  agony.  There  is  a law  of 
infinite  mercy  here ; but  there  is  a law  of  boundless  rigor  too.  Sin,  and 
there  must  be  suffering ; that  law  is  not  reversed. 
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TRAVELLERS  ATTACKED  BY  WOLVES. 

Travellers  on  the  snowy  steppes  of  Russia,  in  winters  of  unusual 
rigor,  are  sometimes  followed,  miles  and  miles,  by  packs  of  hungry 
wolves,  who,  gradually  gaining  in  the  terrible  race,  at  last  near  their  ter- 
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rified  victims,  and  make  a savag(3  onset  both  on  horses  and  riders.  A 
more  terrible  battle  can  scarcely  be  imagined. 


ONLY  WAITING. 

Only  waiting  till  the  reapers 

Have  the  last  sheaf  gathered  home, 
For  the  summer-time  is  faded, 

And  the  autumn  winds  have  come. 
Quickly,  reapers,  gather  quickly 
The  last  ripe  hours  of  my  heart, 

For  the  bloom  of  life  is  withered, 

And  I hasten  to  depart. 

Only  waiting  till  the  shadows 
Are  a little  longer  grown  ; 

Only  waiting  till  the  glimmer 
Of  the  day’s  last  beam  is  flown  ; 
Then  from  out  the  gathered  darkness, 
Holy,  deathless  stars  shall  rise, 

By  whose  light  my  soul  shall  gladly 
Tread  its  pathway  to  the  skies. 


“ SAY  SO.” 

When  Dr.  Griffin  was  President  of  Williams  college,  a young  colle- 
gian was  introduced  into  his  august  presence,  and  handed,  with  becom- 
ing diffidence,  his  elegantly  written  theme  for  the  ordeal  of  the  doctor’s 
criticism.  The  discerning  eye  of  the  President  passed  quickly  over  the 
first  sentence,  and  with  a benign  look  he  turned  to  his  pupil,  and  said, 
Murray,  what  do  you  mean  by  this  sentence 

“I  mean  so  and  so,”  blushingly  replied  the  young  student. 

“ Then  say  so,”  replied  his  instructor,  drawing  his  heavy  pen  through 
line  after  line,  striking  out  a third  of  the  long  and  elaborate  paragraph. 
Reading  the  next,  What  do  you  mean  by  this,  Murray  ?”  inquires  the 
critic. 

^‘Doctor,  I mean  so  and  so,”  replies  the  trembling  youth. 

“Then  please  say  so;”  again  drawing  his  inexorable  pen  over  the 
carefully  written  lines. 

And  then  the  soaring  manuscript  came  from  the  doctor’s  hands  with 
clipped  wings.  The  trying  scene  was  not  lost  on  the  embarrassed  young 
man,  who  accepted  the  lesson  to  his  profit ; and  much  that  distinguished 
the  ReVo  Dr.  Murray  as  one  of  our  most  vigorous,  concise,  and  pointed 
preachers  and  writers  may  be  well  attributed  to. Dr.  Griffin’s  “say  so”  of 
his  college  days. 
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A GOLDEN  HOUR 

One  soft  June  morning,  a boj  went  out  into  his  father’s  garden.  It 
was  early,  and  every  thing  was  still  and  fresh  and  beautiful  in  the  morn- 
ing light.  The  syringas  were  in  full  flower,  their  lily-white  faces  bathed 
in  the  cooling  dew;  a honeysuckle  was  unbottling  its  sweetest  scents; 
one  hundred  and  forty  roses  were  blooming  and  blushing  on  a single 
bush.  Beside  it  was  a bed  of  lowly  heart’s-ease  in  their  royal  purple. 
As  the  lad  looked  around  from  the  one  to  the  other,  “ Who  made  these  ?” 
seemed  to  whisper  in  the  air ; and  he  saw  “ God  ” in  answer  written  on 
them  all,  “God,”  “ God.”  He  passed  on  by  the  strawberry-bed,  and  God 
was  putting  his  finishing  touch  on  the  red  berries  hid  under  the  leaves. 
He  lifted  the  limbs  of  a bush,  and  God  was  hanging  his  currants  on  a 
thousand  strings.  He  looked  this  way,  and  a tree  was  nursing  pears  on 
its  rich  bosom  for  God.  He  glanced  upward,  and  God  was  rounding  the 
small  apples  over  his  head.  Higher  up,  and  the  old  cherry-tree  was 
filled  with  bunches  of  ripening  fruit.  God  too  was  there.  Wherever 
his  eye  turned,  it  was  still  God — God — God. 

He  looked  down  on  himself,  his  hands  and  his  feet,  and  “ God  is  mij 
Maker  too,”  he  thought.  He  felt  himself  in  God’s  hands  as  never  before. 
He  walked  up  and  down  the  alleys.  God  everywhere.  Turning  a cor- 
ner at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  he  suddenly  came  upon  a heap  of 
unsightly  weeds — weeds  cut  up,  withered,  worthless,  cast  off.  He  had 
seen  the  heap,  I know  not  how  many  times  before,  and  passed  it  as  often 
without  a thought  or  notice.  Now  it  stopped  him,  and  sent  an  arrow  of 
conviction  to  his  souL  “May  I not  be  a cast-away?”  he  ejaculated; 
and  falling  on  his  knees,  he  lifted  up  his  voice  in  prayer  : “ 0 God,  let  me 
be  a vine  of  thine  own  raising.  Shape  me  according  to  thy  will ; water 
me  with  thy  grace ; warm  me  with  the  Sun  of  thy  righteousnesso  May 
I bear  fruit  to  thy  honor.  Let  me  not  become  worthless,  stubble  cast 
out  from  thy  presence,  fit  only  for  burning.”  Such  was  the  substance  of 
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his  prayer ; and  from  that  hour  a new  life  entered  the  lad’s  soul.  He  had 
opened  his  soul  to  Cod,  and  God  entered  in  and  dwelt  there,  transforming, 
shaping,  moulding,  and  ripening  him  to  a noble  Christian  manhood,  k. 


HOW  TO  FIND  BUSINESS. 

A pious  merchant  failed  in  business.  He  gave  uj)  every  thing,  and 
contented  himself  with  a humbler  position  in  another  firm.  His  fidelity 
won  the  confidence  of  his  employers,  and  they  were  anxious  to  advance 
his  interests.  Besides  this  assiduity  to  his  earthly  employers,  the  mer- 
chant sought  out  every  opportunity  of  furthering  the  kingdom  of  his 
heavenly  Master.  He  visited  the  jails  and  prisons,  and  set  forth  a cruci- 
fied Redeemer  to  their  wretched  occupants.  He  was  the  poor  man’s 
comforter,  the  widow’s  counsellor,  and  a friend  to  the  orphan.  Superin- 
tendents of  Sabbath-schools  welcomed  him,  for  his  direct  and  simple 
instruction  won  the  ear  and  the  heart  of  the  children.  In  steam-boats 
and  cars,  at  the  fireside  and  in  the  street,  in  his  own  quiet  way  he  sowed 
the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom. 

Changes  came  in  the  firm  which  employed  him,  and  he  was  thrown 
out  of  business.  Friends  offered  their  assistance,  and  several  good 
prospects  dawned  ahead.  One  after  another,  however,  unaccountably 
disappointed  him.  His  way  seemed  hedged  up.  Month  after  month 
passed,  and  no  door  opened  for  the  support  of  his  little  family.  At  length 
he  and  his  wife  set  apart  a special  day  for  prayer.  The  whole  day  was 
spent  in  waiting  on  God.  ^‘Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?”  was 
the  burden  of  their  believing  hearts. 

Towards  night,  as  he  stood  looking  out  of  the  window,  a carriage 
drove  up  to  the  door.  A gentleman  alighted,  rang  the  bell,  and  inquired 
for  him.  ^‘1  believe  you  are  the  person,”  said  the  stranger,  “ and  I am 
sent  to  make  a proposal  to  you.” 

A rich  lady,  anxious  to  do  something  for  the  poor  of  her  city,  deter- 
mined to  establish  a mission,  and  was  directed  to  secure  the  services  of 
this  pious  man.  He  had  never  heard  of  her,  for  the  place  was  distant 
from  his,  nor  had  she  ever  known  him;  but  somebody  did,  who  thus 
brought  him  and  his  work  together.  The  offer  w’as  an  unexpected  one, 
the  work,  as  a business,  a new  one ; but  it  suited  his  feelings,  and  the 
pay  was  good.  He  promised  to  take  the  cars  the  next  day  and  visit  the 
lady,  when  the  offer  was  renewed,  and  accepted  ; and  shortly  he  and  his 
family  moved  to  the  scene  of  their  new  and  abundant  labors.  No  man 
was  ever  better  fitted  for  his  work,  or  more  largely  blessed  in  it. 

Such  was  the  commencement  of  the  City  Mission  enterprise  in  Salem, 
Massachusetts.  h.  c.  k. 
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GEORGE  STEPHENSON  AND  HIS  SON  ROBERT. 

George  Stephenson,  the  father  of  railways,  was  a poor  collier’s  son; 
yet  he  was  always  a diligent  student.  As  he  could  not  read,  it  was  not 
hooks  which  he  studied,  but  the  steam-engines  of  the  coal-pits,  wheezy 
old  things  at  best.  The  wliys  and  wherefores  of  every  screw,  tube^ 
wheel  were  carefully  looked  into,  and  his  leisure  moments  employed  in 
thinking  out  improvements.  At  eighteen  he  learned  to  read.  This  defi- 
ciency of  education  of  course  he  never  made  up,  only  as  he  made  it  up 
in  the  education  of  his  son,  whom  he  early  put  to  school.  Robert,  even 
when  a little  boy,  entered  with  interest  into  his  father’s  tastes,  and  they 
used  to  draw,  experiment,  and  study  together.  Mr.  Stephenson’s  old 
kitchen  showed  the  bent  of  his  mind,  for  it  was  hung  round  with  rude 
models  of  machinery,  parts  and  counterparts  of  the  busy  thoughts  which 
peopled  his  brain.  He  was  fifteen  years  studying  his  first  steam-engine, 
“ Puffing  Billy.”  But  it  was  harder  to  get  it  into  notice  than  to  build  it. 
When  people  saw  it,  they  could  scarcely  believe  their  own  eyes.  A 
self-moving  carriage  beating  a stage-coach ! steam  out-running  horse ! 
England  would  not  stand  such  nonsensco 
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At  last  Stephenson  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  his  experiment  on  a 
new  railway  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester.  The  railway  was  built 
before  the  directors  knew  what  to  run  on  it.  The  biggest  part  had  no 
faith  in  steam.  The  rest  said  there  was  no  harm  in  giving  steam  a 
chance  to  try.  Proposals  were  therefore  issued  for  an  engine  that  could 
draw  thirty  tons  ten  miles  an  hour.  The  conditions  were  thought  to  be 
ridiculous ; and  one  gentleman  even  went  so  far  as  to  say  he  would  eat  a 
stewed  whale  for  breakfast  if  it  were  ever  done.  You  see  how  strong 
the  prejudices  of  ignorance  were  against  it. 

George  Stephenson  employed  Robert  to  build  the  new  engine.  What 
long  talks  took  place  between  father  and  son.  The  main  improvement 
W’anted  was  greater  speed.  Greater  speed  depended  upon  more  steam ; so 
how  to  steam  up  was  the  rub.  More  heating  surface  was  necessary  to  do 
it.  Invention  was  put  to  the  test ; and  what  did  it  do  ? It  run  copper 
tubes  through  the  boiler,  through  which  the  heat  passed  from  the  fire  to 
the  chimney,  and  that,  you  see,  caused  the  water  to  boil  and  steam  off 
very  fast.  Boilers  are  made  precisely  so  now.  High  pressure  engines 
sometimes  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  tubes.  Let  the  boys  examine  an 
engine  and  see  this  multitubular  boiler,  as  it  is  called. 

The  engine  w^as  completed,  and  called  the  Rocket.’’  On  the  appoint-  ' 
ed  day  five  engines  offered  themselves.  Thousands  and  thousands  assem- 
bled at  Liverpool  to  witness  the  trial.  Members  of  Parliament,  lords, 
engineers,  mechanics  came  from  far  and  near.  Ah,  what  a proud  day 
was  that  when  the  little  Rocket  snorted  and  panted  and  steamed  over  the 
race  ground  at  the  rate  of  twenty-nine  miles  an  hour.  Spectators  were 
filled  with  wonder.  The  performance  appeared  astonishing.  The  Rocket 
not  only  triumphed  over  the  other  engines,  but  it  cleared  the  track  that 
day  for  steam  all  the  world  over. 

Success  of  any  value  is  only  to  be  purchased  by  immense  labor ; and 
that  price  the  Stephensons  paid  for  it.  . 


PREACHING  LIKE  OLD  HUNDRED. 

On  one  occasion,  when  Dr.  Taylor  was  preaching  at  Worcester,  a gen- 
tleman of  the  congregation,  who  had  been,  as  he  saw,  a most  attentive 
listener,  stopped  after  the  service,  and  offering  him  his  hand,  thanked 
him  with  great  earnestness,  saying,  “Your  preaching  sounded  like  the 
tune  of  Old  Hundred.”  “It  was  the  best  compliment  I ever  received,” 
said  the  doctor.  “ The  preacher  who  has  the  depth  and  sacredness  and 
power  to  move  the  multitude  wRich  that  honored  tune  has,  ought  to  be 
grateful  to  his  Master.”  Yes,  we  need  rich  thoughts  and  earnest  devo- 
tion. Rhetorical  flourishes,  the  superficial  and  the  showy  may  captivate 
at  first,  but  they  will  not  last.  Preach  as  near  as  you  can  to  Old  Hun- 
dred. That  tune  wears. 
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The  war  of  our  glorious  Revolution  had  been  carried  on  for  five  years, 
and  every  loyal  heart  was  doing  its  best  to  keep  up  the  pluck  of  the  peo* 
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pie  and  the  spirits  of  the  soldiers,  when  the  news  of  Arnold’s  treachery 
came  upon  the  nation  like  a thunder-clap.  Arnold,  a brigadier-general ! 
Arnold,  already  scarred  for  his  country ! Arnold,  the  commander  of  West 
Point!  he  gone  over  to  the  enemy?  Yes,  and  he  meant  to  have  carried 
West  Point  with  him  ; but  that  was  not  to  be.  Treachery  is  not  so  easily 
consummated.  Over  head  and  ears  in  debt,  he  did  indeed  mean  to  sell 
his  country  for  British  gold ; but  while  gold  can  buy  men,  it  cannot  con- 
trol the  telegraph  lines  of  that  unseen  Providence  which  brings  to  light 
the  hidden  things  of  darkness. 

New  York  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in 
command.  It  Avas  a dark  time  with  us,  such  times  as  traitors  take  ad- 
vantage of ; and  Arnold  accordingly  wrote  the  English  general  offering 
to  sell  himself,  and  turn  his  command  over  to  the  enemy.  After  a long 
correspondence  under  false  names,  Clinton  put  Major  Andre  on  board 
the  Vulture,  a sloop-of-war,  and  sent  him  up  the  Hudson  to  meet  Arnold 
and  finish  the  bargain.  Andre  was  loath  to  go.  On  leaving,  Clinton 
charged  him  not  to  enter  the  American  lines,  not  change  his  dress,  and 
on  no  account  to  take  any  papers.  Arriving  at  the  spot  specified  by 
Arnold,  the  Vulture  cast  anchor,  and  at  midnight  a boat  with  muffled 
oars  put  off  from  the  shore,  made  for  the  vessel,  took  Andre  in,  and 
landed  him  at  the  foot  of  a dark  woody  hill,  where  Arnold  was  hid  in  the 
bushes  to  receive  him.  Morning  broke  upon  their  conference  before  it 
was  ended,  and  they  adjourned  to  a neighboring  farm-house  to  breakfast. 
Here  the  nefarious  business  was  concluded,  and  in  spite  of  Clinton’s 
orders,  six  papers  in  Arnold’s  bold  writing  were  drawn  up  and  secreted 
in  Andre’s  stockings  for  safe-keeping. 

In  the  forenoon  the  traitor  left  for  West  Point,  leaving  Andre,  who, 
under  cover  of  night,  expected  to  return  to  the  ship.  So  far,  so  good. 
Night  came,  but  by  some  strange  oversight  there  was  no  boat,  and  none 
to  be  had.  As  poor  Andre  strained  his  eyes  towards  the  ship,  who  can 
paint  his  anxiety  to  be  once  more  safely  aboard  her  ? Smith,  the  man  in 
charge  of  him,  offered  to  put  him  through  by  land  to  New  York;  but  to 
do  this,  he  had  to  doff  his  regimentals  and  travel  in  disguise.  They  set 
out  at  sunset  on  horseback,  and  Avent  briskly  on  till  about  nine  o’clock, 
when  they  fell  in  with  a sharp  picket,  who  in  spite  of  their  passports 
took  them  to  his  captain.  Their  evident  hurry  aroused  suspicions,  to 
allay  which  they  had  to  stop  for  the  night.  Andre  never  slept ; and  by 
daylight  he  insisted  upon  going  on.  Having  now  reached  a wild  tract  of 
country  between  the  American  and  British  lines,  infested  by  two  sets  of 
border  ruffians,  the  Cow-boys  and  the  Skinners,  and  hearing  the  Cow- 
boys, who  claimed  to  be  English  refugees,  were  in  tlie  ascendency,  Smith 
left  Andre,  who  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  now  quite  assured  that  all  danger 
was  over,  and  looking  to  a safe  and  cheerful  end  of  his  perilous  journey. 
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But  that  morning  three  men,  on  the  look-out  for  9,  contraband  drove  of 
cattle,  were  hid  in  the  bushes  lining  the  road  which  Andre  took,  and 
seeing  him  coming,  one  of  them  rushed  out,  presented  his  musket,  and 
ordered  the  stranger  to  halt.  “ Gentlemen,”  said  Andre,  losing  his  pres- 
ence of  mind  in  the  sudden  anxiety  of  the  moment,  “ I hope  you  belong 
to  our  party?”  What  party?”  asked  James  Paulding.  “The  lower 
party,”  replied  Andre.  “Yes,”  said  they.  “Then,”  said  Andre,  “I  am 
a British  officer  on  particular  business,  and  I pray  you  not  to  detain  me 
a moment.”  Ah,  that  fatal  sentence  sealed  his  doom,  Paulding  then 
I declared  they  were  Americans,  and  he  their  prisoner  of  war,  Recover- 
I ing  himself,  Andre  tried  to  pass  off  what  he  said  as  a joke,  and  showed 

; them  his  passport  from  General  Arnold.  It  was  of  no  avail  now.  His 

f captors  took  him  into  the  woods,  and  in  spite  of  his  remonstrances,  strip- 
I ped  off  his  clothes.  Nothing  was  found  but  his  watch  and  eighty  dol- 
lars of  continental  money.  They  ordered  him  to  take  off  his  boots. 

I Andre  was  slow  to  obey  ; but  Paulding,  insisting  upon  a thorough  search, 
took  them  off,  and  found  between  his  stockings  and  naked  feet  six  papers, 
indubitable  proofs  of  his  guilt.  “ My  God,”  exclaimed  Paulding,  “ he  is 
a spy  !”  Andre  offered  large  sums  to  his  captors  if  they  would  permit 
him  to  escape.  They  were  poor  men,  and  could  have  made  their  for- 
tunes. No,  no,  they  were  not  to  be  bought.  Loyalty  to  their  country 
was  superior  to  any  personal  consideration.  Their  patriotism  was  not 
in  the  market.  Steadily  refusing  any  terms,  they  took  him  to  the  near- 
est military  post,  and  gave  him  up.  You  know  the  rest. 

In  ten  days  he  was  ignominiously  hung  as  a spy.  Clinton  made  every 
effort  to  save  him.  Even  our  own  officers,  won  by  his  amiability  and 
accomplishments,  appealed  to  Washington  in  his  behalf.  It  could  not 
be.  The  inexorable  laws  of  war  demanded  his  death. 

Arnold,  hearing  of  his  capture  at  breakfast  the  next  morning,  instant- 
ly jumped  on  his  horse,  fled  to  the  nearest  landing,  and  put  off  to  the 
Vulture.  He  saved  his  neck  indeed,  but  he  could  not  save  his  name 
from  the  terrible  prefix  with  which  it  will  bo  for  ever  handed  down  in 
history,  the  traitor  Arnold. 


THINGS  TO  BE  THANKFUL  FOR. 

Our  schools  are  open,  and  little  scholars  throng  the  valleys.  All 
through  the  free  states  there  is  no  sign  of  war  in  the  school-house. 
Academies  are  open,  churches  are  open,  and  their  musical  bell  gives 
consolation  to  the  sorrowful  and  devout.  Papers  fly,  books  are  read, 
business  thrives,  and  the  fields  give  their  bounty.  There  never  was  a 
more  sublime  spectacle  than  that  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  manifest 
in  our  abundant  prosperity  in  the  midst  of  the  tumult,  confusion,  and 
trouble  of  war. 
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SOMETHING  FOR  THEE. 

Something,  my  God,  for  thee, 

' Something  for  thee: 

That  each  day’s  setting  sun  may  bring 
Some  penitential  offering ; 

In  thy  dear  name,  some  kindness  done ; 

To  thy  dear  love  some  wanderer  won — 
Some  trial  meekly  borne  for  thee, 

Dear  Lord,  for  thee. 

Something,  my  God,  for  thee. 
Something  for  thee ; 

That  to  thy  gracious  throne  may  rise 
Sweet  incense  from  some  sacrifice — 
Uplifted  eyes  undimmed  by  tears  ; 

Uplifted  faith  unstained  by  fears. 

Hailing  each  joy  as  light  from  thee, 
Dear  Lord,  from  thee. 

Something,  my  God,  for  thee, 
Something  for  thee. 

For  the  great  love  that  thou  hast  given. 
For  the  dear  hope  of  thee  and  heaven. 

My  soul  her  first  allegiance  brings. 

And  upward  plumes  her  heavenward  wings 
Nearer  to  thee. 


THE  POOR  MAN’S  WIFE. 

How  she  reckons  I cannot  tell ; but  she  keeps  out  of  debt,  lives  in 
cleanliness  and  plenty,  and  has  always  something  to  spare  a sick  neigh- 
bor. She  says,  “My  husband’s  harvest  wages  clothe  himself  and  the 
children ; my  gleaning  pays  the  shoemaker ; the  orchard  pays  my  rent  ; 
the  garden  does  this,  the  flail  procures  that ; the  children’s  hands  ^deld 
so  and  so and,  good  heart,  she  crowns  all  by  saying,  “Bless  the  Lord, 
0 my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits.  He  forgiveth  thine  iniquities, 
and  healeth  all  thy  diseases.  He  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destruction, 
and  crowneth  thee  with  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies.  He  satisfi- 
eth  thy  mouth  with  good  things,  so  that  thy  youth  is  renewed  like  the 
eagle’s.  Bless  the  Lord,  0 my  soul.” 

THE  VALUE  OF  METHOD. 

Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  in  his  ninetieth  year,  his  mind  still  clear  and 
energetic,  on  being  asked  how  he  preserved  his  vigor  and  interest  in 
affairs,  replied  that  “ he  had  always  known  before  he  went  to  sleep  at 
night  what  he  had  to  do  the  next  day thus  testifying  that  a methodi- 
cal and  settled  purpose  steadfastly  pursued  is  an  excellent  means  of 
promoting  health  and  long  life. 
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UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

President  of  the  United  States  ....  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  of  Illinois. 
Vice-president  of  the  United  States,  HANNIBAL  HAMLIN,  of  Maine. 

CABINET. 

Secretary  of  State WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  of  New  York. 

“ OF  THE  Treasury SALMON  B.  CHASE,  of  Ohio. 

“ “ Interior JOHN  P.  USHER,  of  Indiana. 

’ “ “ Navy GIDEON  WELLES,  of  Connecticut. 

“ OF  War EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Attorney-General  EDWARD  BATES,  of  Missouri. 

Postmaster-General MONTGOMERY  BLAIR,  of  Maryland. 

JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 


SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Chief-Justice ROGER  B.  TANEY,  of  Maryland. 

Associate  Justice SAMUEL  NELSON,  of  New  York. 

“ “ ROBERT  C.  GRIER,  of  Pennsylvania. 

“ ‘‘  JAMES  M.  WAYNE,  of  Georgia. 

‘‘  “ JOHN  CATRON,  of  Tennessee. 

“ “ NOAH  H.  SWAYNE,  of  Ohio. 

“ SAMUEL  H.  MILLER,  of  Iowa. 

“ “ DAVID  DAVIS,  of  Illinois. 


United  States  Military  Force. — At  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion, 
Inaugurated  by  the  attack  on  fort  Sumter,  the  entire  military  force  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  government  was  16,000  regulars,  employed  in  the  West  to  hold  in  check 
marauding  Indians.  In  April,  75,000  volunteers  were  called  upon  to  enlist  for 
three  months’  service,  and  responded  with  such  alacrity  that  77,875  were  imme- 
diately obtained.  Under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  22, 1861,  the 
states  were  asked  to  furnish  500,000  volunteers  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war ; and  by  the  act  approved  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  the  addition  of 
25,000  men  to  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States  was  authorized.  At  the 
commencement  of  1863,  over  a million  of  soldiers  of  all  grades  had  become  vol- 
untary members  of  the  army,  for  periods  of  various  lengths.  The  Thirty-seventh 
Congress,  near  the  close  of  its  last  session,  February,  1863,  passed  a National 
Militia  bill,  putting  the  whole  mihtary  strength  of  the  loyal  states  at  the  disposal 
of  the  President. 


United  States  Representatives  Abroad. — The  United  States  government  has 
12  Envoys  Extraordinary  or  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  leading  foreign  gov- 
ernments ; 18  Ministers  resident,  and  3 Commissioners ; 13  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion ; and  263  Consuls  and  Commercial  Agents.  The  number  of  similar  agents  of 
foreign  governments  resident  among  us  is  larger  still. 


Revenue  Cutter  Service. — There  are  22  Captains  attached  to  this  service, 
and  49  Lieutenants  of  three  grades. 


Light-house  Service. — The  United  States  Light-house  Board  has  six  naval 
officers  who  act  as  Inspectors,  and  who  have  under  their  charge  467  light-houses, 
light-ships  and  beacons  : 128  on  the  North-east  coast,  81  on  the  Middle  States 
coast,  91  on  the  Southern  Atlantic  coast,  56  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  16  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  101  on  the  interior  lakes  and  rivers. 


Custom-house  Collection  Districts  in  the  United  States  are  119  in  number. 
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United  States  Naval  Force. — When  the  vessels  under  construction  March  4^ 
1863,  are  completed,  the  navy  will  consist  of — 

STEAM  vessels. 


Description.  No.  Guns.  Tons. 

Screw  frigates  - 5 228  18,272 

Screw  sloops,  1st  class 6 133  11,955 

“ “ 2d  class 21  167  23,992 

‘‘  gunboats,  (new) ---  27  108  14,033 

Iron-clad  vessels 54  261  59,808 

Side-wheel  frigates 4 49  8,003 

“ gun-boats,  (new)  39  296  36,367 
“ “ (old  navy)  5 11  2,190 

SAILING 

Description.  No.  Guns.  Tons. 

Ships  of  the  line  - 6 504  16,094 

Frigates 6 300  10,237 

Sloops  of  war 16  289  14,305 

Brigs- 4 20  999 

Ships,  store-ships,  and  \ 03  139  iq  037 

receiving  vessels j ’ ‘ 

In  all,  427  vessels,  3,268  guns,  340,036 


Description.  ' No.  Guns.  Tons. 

Screw-steamers,  (purch’d)  53  215  2J,4v0 
Side-wheel  “ “ 63  250  38,617 

Screw -steamers,  (old  navy)  6 27  2,590 

Gun  boats,  transports,  etc.  ) 
transferred  from  other  V 40  108  26,544 
departments - j 

Total  steam-vessels 323  1853  265,861 

VESSELS. 

Description.  No.  Guns.  Tons. 

Schooners 29  69  5,821 

Barks  - 18  92  8,432 

Yachts 2 2 200 

Total  sailing  vessels  - 104  1,415  74,175 

tons. 


Naval  Officers.— By  a law  passed  in  Congress  July  16, 1862,  the  active  list  of 
line  officers  in  the  United  States  Navy  are  divided  into  nine  grades,  each  officer 
taking  rank  in  his  own  grade  according  to  the  date  of  his  commission,  as  follows : 


1.  R.  Admirals,  to  rank  with  Maj.  Generals. 

2.  Commodores  “ “ Brig.  Generals. 

3.  Captains  “ ‘i  Colonels. 

4.  Commanders  “ Lt.  Colonels. 

6.  Lt. Commanders  “ “ Majors. 


6.  Lieutenants  to  rank  with  Captains. 

7.  Masters  “ “ 1st  Lieutenants. 

8.  Ensigns  “ “ 2d  “ 

9.  Midshipmen. 


United  States  Marine  Corps.— This  force  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Navy, 
except  when  detached  by  the  President  to  cooperate  with  the  Army.  It  has  one 
Colonel  Commandant,  91  commissioned  officers,  and  about  1,650  non-commission- 
ed officers,  musicians,  and  privates. 


Congress. — The  apportionment  made  by  Congress  March  4,  1862,  under  the 
census  of  1860,  increases  the  number  of  Representatives  to  241.  The  Senators 
are  70  in  number,  since  the  admission  of  Western  Virginia  as  a state,  April,  1863. 
Each  Senator  and  Representative  is  allowed  $6,000  compensation  for  each  Con- 
gress, (two  years,)  deducting  for  absence  ; and  $8  for  every  20  miles  estimated 
distance  from  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress,  allowed  once  a year  only.  The 
Thirty-seventh  Congress  terminated  March  3,  1863. 


The  Excise  Tax.— The  tax  law  of  July  1,  1862,  levies  a heavy  excise  duty  on 
the  manufacture  of  spirits,  ale,  beer,  and  porter  ; exacts  licenses  varying  from  $10 
to  $200  for  most  kinds  of  business  ; levies  specific  or  ad  r^alorem  duties  on  manu- 
factures generally ; fixes  taxes  on  yachts,  carriages,  billiard-tables,  gold  and  silver 
l^late,  slaughtered  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep,  advertisements,  patent  medicines,  per- 
fumery, and  playing  cards  ; exacts  a fixed  per  centage  on  the  gross  receipts  of  all 
railroads,  steam-boats,  and  ferry-boats ; and  a three  per  cent,  duty  on  the  divi- 
dends and  interest  of  railroad  bonds,  bank  stock,  stock  of  insurance  and  trust 
companies,  and  deposits  of  savings-banks ; taxes  passports,  and  the  salaries  of 
United  States  officers ; lays  a duty  of  three  per  cent,  on  all  incomes  of  over  $600  a 
year ; and  requires  stamps  of  different  amounts  to  be  affixed  to  all  checks,  drafts, 
bills  of  lading,  bills  of  exchange,  notes,  bonds,  mortgages,  telegrams,  express 
packages,  insurance  policies,  leases,  powers  of  attorney,  protests,  probates  of 
will,  warehouse  receipts,  etc.  Legacies  and  inheritances  are  also  taxed  according 
to  the  degrees  of  consanguinity  of  the  heirs. 
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Post-office  Depaetment. — 


Years.  Revenues.  Expenditures.  Deficit. 

I860 $9,218,097  . $14,874,772  $5,656,705 

1861- 9,049,296  13,606,759  4,557,462 

1862 9,012,549  11,125,364  2,112,815 


The  whole  number  of  Post-offices  remaining  established  in  the  United  States 
June  30,  1862,  was  28,875 ; of  which  the  loyal  states  had  19,973,  the  insurrection- 
ary states  8,902.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  loss  of  revenue  since  the  Post-office 
service  was  interrupted,  is  small  compared  with  the  decrease  of  expenditure. 


United  States  Census,  1800,  1830,  1840,  1850,  and  1860. — 


STATES  AND 
TERRITORIES. 

Date  o 
admis 
sion. 

Area 
in  square 
miles. 

POPULATION. 

1800. 

1830. 

1840. 

18.50. 

I860. 

Maine 

1820 

31,766 

151.719 

399,455 

501.793 

583.169 

628  279 

New  Hampshire* 

1788 

9.280 

183.762 

269,328 

284.574 

317.976 

326.073 

Vermont 

1791 

9,056 

154.465 

280.652 

291.948 

314.120 

315,098 

Massachusetts* 

1788 

7,800 

423.245 

610.408 

737.69 

994.514 

1,231.066 

Khode  Island* 

1790 

1.046 

69.122 

97.199 

108.830 

147  545 

174.620 

Connecticut* - 

1788 

4.730 

251.002 

297.675 

309.978 

370.792 

460.147 

New  York* 

1788 

50,519 

586  756 

1,918.608 

2.428  291 

3,097.394 

3.880.735 

New  Jersey* 

1787 

8.320 

211.949 

320.823 

373.306 

489.555 

672,035 

Pennsylvania* 

1787 

46,000 

602  361 

1,348:233 

1,724,033 

2,311.786 

2.906.115 

Delaware* 

1787 

2,120 

64.273 

76.748 

78.085 

91  532 

112  216 

Maryland* 

1788 

11,124 

341.548 

447.040 

470,019 

683  034 

687,049 

District  of  Columbia 

1790 

60 

14.093 

39.834 

43.712 

51  687 

75.080 

Virginia* 

1788 

61352 

880.200 

1.211  405 

1.239.797 

1,421.661 

1.596  318 

North  Carolina* 

1789 

45.000 

478103 

737.987 

753  419 

861,039 

992,622 

South  Carolina* 

1788 

30,213 

345  591 

581.185 

594.398 

668.507 

703,708 

Georgia* - - 

1788 

58.000 

162.101 

616,823 

691.392 

906185 

1,057,286 

Florida 

1845 

59.268 

— 

34,730 

54  477 

87.445 

140  425 

Alabama 

1819 

50.722 

— 

300.527 

590.756 

771,623 

964,201 

Mississippi 

1817 

47.456 

8,850 

136.621 

375  651 

606.526 

791.305 

Louisiana 

1812 

41.255 

— 

215,739 

352,411 

517,762 

708,002 

Texas 

1845 

237.504 

— 

— 

— 

212  592 

604  215 

Arkansas 

1836 

52.198 

— 

30.388 

97.574 

209.897 

435,450 

Tennessee 

1796 

45,600 

105.602 

681.904 

829  210 

1,002.717 

1.109,801 

Kentucky 

1792 

37.680 

220.955 

687,917 

779.828 

982,405 

1,155,684 

Ohio  

1802 

39.964 

45,365 

937.903 

1,519  467 

1,980.329 

2,339,502 

Michigan 

1837 

56  243 

— 

31.639 

212  267 

397.654 

749,113 

Indiana 

1816 

33.809 

4,875 

343.031 

685  866 

988  416 

1,350.428 

Illinois  

1818 

55.405 

— 

157,445 

476,183 

851,470 

1,711,951 

Wisconsin 

1818 

53  924 

— 

— 

30,945 

305,391 

775.881 

Minnesota 

1858 

81.259 

— 

— 

— 

6.077 

173,855 

Iowa  - - 

1846 

50  914 

— 

— 

43  112 

192,214 

674,948 

Missouri 

1821 

67,380 

— 

140,455 

383,702 

682,044 

1.182,012 

Kansas  

1861 

78  418 

— 

— 

— 

— 

107,206 

Calilornia 

1850 

155,500 

— 

— 

— 

92.597 

379,994 

Oregon 

1859 

80,000 

— 

— 

— 

13,294 

52  465 

Washington 

1853 

176,141 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11.594 

Nevada 

1861 

45.812 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6,857 

Utah 

1850 

131  320 

— 

— 

11.380 

40  273 

New  Mexico 

1850 

220.000 

— 

— 

61,547 

93  516 

Colorado 

1861 

105,818 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34  277 

Nebraska 

1854 

122  007 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28.841 

Dakota--- 

1861 

318,128 

---- 

.... 

.... 

.... 

4,837 

Total--- 

2,819,811 

5,305,937 

12,866,020 

17,069,453 

23,191,876 

31,445,080 

* The  thirteen  original  states.  The  dates  given  are  those  of  their  ratification  of  the 
Federal  Constitution. 


Coleeges,  etc. — There  were  in  the  United  States  in  1862,  221  chartered  Colle- 
ges, 89  Theological  Seminaries,  54  Medical  schools,  18  Law  schools,  and  15  Normal 
schools  for  the  training  of  teachers. 
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Increasing  Care  for  the  Deaf  and  Duimb.— At  the  beginning  of  the  century 
there  were  hardly  half  a dozen  schools  for  this  unfortunate  class.  Ten  years  ago 
there  were  180,  with  6,000  pupils ; of  these  about  80  were  in  Germany,  45  in 
France,  and  22  in  the  British  Isles.  There  are  22  institutions  in  the  United  States, 
with  130  teachers,  about  50  of  whom  are  educated  deaf-mutes,  and  2,000  pupils. 
Those  at  Hartford  and  New  York  are  the  oldest,  having  been  established  in  1817. 
The  annual  support  of  the  22  institutions  requires  about  $350,000,  of  which  about 
$300,000  is  appropriated  by  the  legislatures  of  29  states. 


The  Largest  Pork-packing  City.— During  the  last  two  years  Chicago  has 
secured  the  position  of  the  largest  pork-packing  city  of  the  world,  which  till  then 
belonged  to  Cincinnati.  In  the  season  of  1861-2,  there  were  40,000  more  hogs 
packed  in  Chicago  than  in  Cincinnati.  In  the  last  season,  while  562,582  hogs  were 
packed  in  Cincinnati,  there  were  no  less  than  970,360  packed  in  Chicago. 


Cotton,  Rice,  and  Tobacco.— The  value  of  these  articles  exported  from  the 
United  States  in  1860,  1861,  and  in  the  41  years  ending  with  1861,  was  as  follows : 


Article.  1860.  1861.  41  years. 

Cotton- $191,806,535  $34,051,483  $2,608,885,574 

Rice 2,567,399  1,382,178  89,236.689 

Tobacco 15,906,547  13,784,710  368,965,777 


The  other  exports  for  1860  and  1861  are  thus  summed  up : 


I860. 

Products  of  the  sea-  $4,156,480 
Prod,  of  the  forest  - - 13,738,559 
Prod,  of  agriculture  45,884,495 
Manufactures 39,803,080 


1861. 

$4,451,515 

10,260,809 

100,273,655 

36,418,254 


I860. 

Raw  produce 2,279,308 

Specie  and  bullion  - 56,946,851 

Total  val.  of  exports  373,189,274 


1861. 

3,543,695 

23,799,870 

227,966,169 


Alien  Passengers  to  the  United  States  by  Sea. — In  the  ten  years  previous 
to  June  1,  1840,  552,000.  In  the  ten  years  previous  to  June  1,  1850,  1,558,300.  In 
the  ten  years  previous  to  June  1,  1860,  2,707,624.  • 


Total  VAiiiiE  of  Real  Estate  in  the  United  States. — By  the  Seventh  Cen- 
sus, 1850,  $7,135,780,228.  By  the  Eighth  Census,  1860,  $16,159,616,068.  Increase, 
$8,925,481,011 ; or  126.45  per  cent. 


Wealth  of  the  United  States  in  1860. — An  approximate  estimate,  made  with 
care  for  Hunt’s  Merchant’s  Magazine,  sums  up  as  follows  : 

Houses  - - - - $3 .466 .984 .000  Shipping , 5 ,049 ,808  tons 252 .491 ,000 

Lands - 9,317,692  261  

Stock  investments 2,301,189,077  Total - $16,588,356,338 

Goods  insured 1,250,000,000 


National  Income  in  1800  and  1860. — From  the  same  reliable  source  we  obtain 


the  following  tables : 

1800. 


I860. 


Value.  Income. 

Lands $279,249,636  $33  547,474 

Houses- 140.683.984  14.088,398 

Stocks  --- 70.500,000  4,200,000 

Manufactures- 62.766,385  31,383,191 

Exports 29,263,464  3,083,219 


Value.  Income. 

Lands $9 ,31 7 . 692  261  $465 . 884  613 

Houses 3,466  984.000  346.698  400 

Stocks 2,301.189.077  110  564  500 

Manufactures---  1,981.211,201  990  605  100 

Exports 276,679,988  55.335,997 


. Total  income --$86,303,282 


Total  income - $1,969,088,610 


It  thus  appears  that  in  the  first  sixty  years  of  this  century  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  national  income  from  86  millions  to  nearly  2,000  millions ; the  power 
of  production  having  been  rapidly  increased  by  the  various  uses  of  steam  in  man- 
ufacture and  transportation,  and  by  the  invention  of  labor-saving  machines. 
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Thikty-seventh  Congress. — Among  the  important  public  measures  passed  by 
the  Thirty-seventh  Congress,  whose  session  was  one  of  ihe  most  eventful  in  our 
history,  was  the  Free  Homestead  act,  offering  the  public  lands  in  quarter  sections 
to  those  who  will  settle  and  cultivate  them  at  the  cost  of  survey  and  transfer ; the 
Pacific  Railroad  act,  authorizing  the  construction  of  a railroad  connecting  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts ; financial  measures  appropriating  $2,277,000,000  for 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion ; a National  Mihtia  bill,  putting  the  whole  military 
strength  of  the  loyal  states  at  the  command  of  the  President ; a Letter  of  Marque 
bill,  enabhng  the  President  to  cover  every  sea  woth  privateers ; and  a bill  of  indem- 
nity, relieving  the  President  from  any  legal  consequences  arising  from  false  arrest 
or  imprisonment,  and  authorizing  him  to  suspend  the  right  of  habeas  corpus  at 
his  pleasure  in  every  state  of  the  Union. 


Census  of  1860. — The  total  population  of  the  United  States  by  the  eighth  cen- 
sus was  31,445,080 ; an  increase  of  35^  per  cent,  from  the  census  of  1850.  The 
number  of  slaves  was  3,953,760.  There  were  15,077  deaf  and  dumb  persons; 
12,635  blind ; 23,999  insane ; 18,865  idiotic. 


Population  of  the  Principal  Cities. — 


cities. 

c 

ft. 

d 

C rH 

CU 

Actual 

increase. 

Increase 
per  cent. 

CITIES. 

Pop.  in 
1850. 

Pop.  in 

I 1&60. 

Actual 

increase. 

Increase 
per  cent. 

New  York 

515,547 

805.651 

290,104 

56.27 

Detroit 

21,019 

45.619 

24  600 

117.03 

Philadelphia  -- 

340,045 

562  529 

222,484 

65.43 

Milwaukie 

20.061 

45  246 

25,185 

125.54 

Brooklyn 

96,838 

266,661 

169. 8-3 

175.37 

Cleveland 

17,034 

43.417 

26,383 

154.88 

Baltimore 

169.054 

212  418 

43.364 

25  65 

Charleston 

42,985 

40.578 

— 

*5.60 

Boston 

136.881 

177.812 

40:931 

29.90 

New  Haven--- 

20.345 

39.267 

18.922 

93.00 

New  Orleans  - - 

116;375 

168  675 

52  300 

44.94 

Troy 

28,785 

39,232 

10.447 

36.29 

Cincinnati 

115  436 

161  044 

45.608 

39  51 

Richmond 

27,570 

37  910 

10,340 

37.50 

St.  Louis 

77,860 

160,773 

82.913 

106  49 

Lowell 

33.383 

36  827 

3.444 

10.31 

Chicago - 

29,963 

109  260 

79  297 

264.65 

Montgomery- - 

4 935 

35,902 

30  967 

627.49 

Buffalo 

42  261 

81,129 

38.868 

91.97 

Mobile - 

20.515 

29.258 

8.743 

42  61 

Newark 

38  894 

71  914 

33.020 

84  89 

Jersey  City  --- 

6 856 

29  226 

22.370 

326.28 

Louisville 

43  194 

68,033 

24,839 

57  50 

Hartford 

13  555 

29.154 

15,599 

115  08 

Albany 

50.763 

62.367 

11.604 

22  86 

Alleghany  City 

21.261 

28.702 

7.441 

35.00 

Washington  - - - 

40,001 

61.122 

21.121 

52.78 

Syracuse 

22,271 

28  119 

5 848 

26.26 

San  Francisco 

34.776 

56  802 

22  026 

63.34 

Portland - 

20.815 

26  341 

5 5.  6 

26  54 

Providence 

41  513 

50  666 

9 153 

22.04 

Cambridge 

15.215 

26  060 

10,845 

71.28 

Pittsburg 

46  601 

49.217 

2 616 

5.61 

Roxbury 

18  364 

25  137 

6 773 

36  88 

Rochester 

36.403 

48  204 

11  801 

32  42 

Charlestown  -- 

17.216 

25  063 

7 847 

45  58 

* Loss. 


Facts  from  the  Census. — Thus  far  in  the  history  of  the  country,  no  state  has 
declined  in  population.  The  increase  in  some  of  the  slates  has  been  small.  That 
of  Vermont  for  the  last  ten  years  was  but  one-t^jird  of  one  per  cent. ; New  Hamp- 
shire, per  cent. ; South  Carolina,  5]  per  cent. ; Maine,  71  per  cent. ; Tennessee, 
10]  per  cent.  ; Virginia,  121  per  cent.  Illinois  presents  the  most  w'onderful  exam- 
ple of  great,  continuous,  and  healthful  increase.  In  1830,  its  population  was 
157,445;  in  1840,  476,183;  in  1850,  851,470;  in  1860,  1,711,951;  a gain  for  the  last 
ten  years  of  over  101  per  cent.  The  fifteen  slave  states  contain  12,240,000  inhab- 
itants, of  whom  8,039,000  are  whites,  251,000  free  blacks,  and  3,950,000  slaves.  The 
gain  of  the  whole  population  of  these  states,  from  1850  to  1860,  was  2,627,000,  or 
27]  per  cent.  The  increase  of  slaves  was  749,931,  or  23]  per  cent.  The  nineteen 
free  states  and  seven  territories,  with  the  District  of  Columbia,  contain  19,201,456 
inhabitants,  of  whom  18,936,579  were  whites,  and  237,218  free  colored.  The  in- 
crease was  5,598,603,  or  41]  per  cent. 
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Agricultural  Products  of  the  United  States  during  the  Years  ending 
June  1,  1850,  and  June  1,  18G0. — 


Productions. 


Cash  val.  of  farms 
Improved  land  in 
farms,  acres  - -- 
Unimproved  do.- 
Farming  imple’ts 

Horses  - 

Asses  and  mules  - 

Milch  cows 

Working  oxen--- 

Other  cattle 

Sheep - 

Swine  

Val.  of  live  stock 
Animals  slaught. 

Wheat,  bu. 

Rye,  bu 

Indian  corn,  bu. 

Oats,  bu. 

Rice,  lbs.  - 

Tobacco,  lbs. 

Gin’d  cotton,  bal. 

Wool,  lbs. - 

Peas  & beans,  bu. 
Irish  potatoes, bu. 
Sweet  “ “ 

Barley,  bu. 

Buckwheat,  bu.  - 


1850. 

I860. 

Productions. 

1850. 

$3,271,575,426 

$6,650,872,507 

Orchard  products 

$7,723,186 

113  032,614 

163,261,389 

Wine,  gall. 

From  market  gar. 

221,249 

$5,280,030 

180,528,800 

246,608,244 

$247,027,496 

Butter,  lbs. 

313,345,30( 

$151,587,638 

Cheese,  lbs. - 

105,535,893 

4,336,719 

6,115,458 

Hay,  tons 

13,838,642 

559,331 

1,129,553 

Clover  seed,  bu. 

468,978 

6,385,094 

8,728,862 

Other  grass sdSjbu 

416,831 

1,700,694 

10,293,069 

2,240,075 

Hops,  lbs. - 

3,497,029 

14,671,400 

Dew-rot.  hemp,  t. 

33,193 

21,723,220 

23,317,756 

Water-rot.  “ 

1,678 

30,354,213 

32,555,267 

Other  hemp,  tons 

$544,180,516 

$111,703,142 

$1,107,490,216 

Flax,  lbs. 

7,709,676 

$212,871,653 

Flaxseed,  bu. 

562,312 

100,485,944 

171,183,381 

Silk  cocoons,  lbs. 

10,843 

14,188,813 

20,976,286 

Maple  sugar,  lbs. 

34,253,436 

592,071,104 

830,451,707 

Cane  sugar,  hhds. 

146,584,179 

172,554,688 

of  1,000  lbs.  --- 

237,-!  33 

215,313.497 

187,140,173 

Molasses,  gall.-  - - 

12,700,991 

199,752,655 

429,390,771 

M ap  le  molasses  ,g. 
Cane  “ 

2,469,493 

6.198,077 

52,516,959 

9,219,901 

60,511,343 

Sorghum  “ 

15,188,013 

Beeswax  and  ho- 

65,797,896 

110,571,201 

ney,  lbs. 

14,853,790 

38,268,148 

41,606,302 

Beeswax,  lbs.  --- 

5,167,015 

15,635,119 

Honey,  lbs. 

8,956,912 

17,664,914 

Home  manufac.  - 

$27,493,644 

$19,759,3P1 

1,8G0,008 

$15,541,027 

460,509,854 

105,875,135 

19,129,128 

929,010 

900,386 

11,010,012 

83,247 

3,943 

17,300 

3,783,079 

611,927 

6,562 

38,863,884 

302,205 

25,516,699 

1,944.594 

16,337,080 

7,235,026 

26,386,855 

1,357,864 

25,028,991 

$24,358,222 


Leading  Manufactures  of  the  United  States. — 


Value  of  products  in  round 

No. 

LEADING  manufactures. 

num  beis. 

In  1850. 

In  1.'60, 

1 

Flour  and  meal - - 

$136,000,000 

$224,000,000 

2 

Cotton  goods - 

65,500,000 

115,000,000 

3 

LunibGr  ■ _ 

58,500,000 

96,000,000 

4 

Boots  and  shoes 

54.000,000 

90.000,000 

5 

Leather,  including  morocco  and  patent  leather- 

38,000,000 

72.000,000 

6 

Clotliin^ - 

48,000,000 

70,000.000 

7 

W oollen  goods - - 

40,000,000 

69,000,000 

8 

Machinery,  steam  engines,  etc. 

28.000.000 

47,000.000 

9 

Printing:  book,  job,  and  newspaper 

11,000,000 

42,000,000 

10 

Sugar  refining  - -- - 

10.000,000 

38,500,000 

11 

Iron  founding - - 

20,000,000 

28,600.000 

12 

Spirituous  liquors 

16,000,000 

25,000,000 

13 

Cabinet  furniture 

17,500,000 

24.000,000 

14 

Bar  and  other  rolled  iron 

7,000.000 

22,000,000 

15 

Pig  iron 

22,500,000 

19,500,000 

16 

Malt  liquors 

6,000,000 

18,000  000 

17 

Agricultural  implements 

7,000,000 

17,800,000 

18 

10,000  000 

17,500,000 

19 

Soap  and  candles - 

10^000,000 

17’000’000 

Why  such  a Difference  ? — It  has  been  estimated  that  more  than  sixty  mill- 
ion dollars  have  been  given  in  private  bounties  to  the  soldiers  since  the  war  began, 
of  which  about  one-third,  or  twenty  millions,  have  been  contributed  by  members 
of  evangelical  congregations ; a larger  amount  than  has  been  given  to  the  mis- 
sionary cause  in  thirty  years.  When  a similar  spirit  of  consecration  to  the  cause 
of  Christ  animates  his  professed  followers,  how  will  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  ad- 
vance and  triumph  over  all  that  now  hinders  its  progress. 
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Comparative  Prices  in  New  York  Market  on  the  First  of  May  in  the 
Years  1852,  1856,  1857,  1860,  1861,  1862,  and  1863 : 


1852. 

1856. 

1857. 

1860 

1861. 

1862 

1863. 

Breadstuffs — Wheat  flour,  state,  bbl. 

4 

18 

5 

50 

6 

00 

5 

50 

5 

20 

5 

00 

6 

00 

Wheat,  prime  white,  bush. 

1 

11 

1 

80 

1 

85 

1 

65 

1 

65 

1 

42 

1 

80 

Rye,  bush. 

77 

78 

90 

84 

68 

80 

1 

03 

Oats,  state,  bush. 

Corn,  yellow,  bush. 

39 

40 

58 

43 

36 

40 

85 

64 

62 

80 

82 

67 

58 

94 

Candles — Mould,  lb. - - - 

13 

14 

14 

17 

17 

17 

21 

Sperm 

40 

40 

42 

38 

32 

28 

38 

Coal — Anthracite,  ton 

5 

50 

5 

50 

5 

25 

5 

00 

4 

75 

4 

75 

7 

25 

Coffee — Brazil,  lb. 

11] 

11 

131 

13 

19., 

32 

Java,  lb. 

111 

14^ 

15i 

151 

17 

25“ 

37 

Cotton — Middle  Upland,  lb. 

101 

14d 

111 

134 

28‘ 

661 

Fish — Dry  cod,  qtl. 

4 

18 

4 

00 

3 

75 

4 

371 

3 

75 

3 

62 

6 

12^ 

Mackerel,  No.  1,  Mass.,  keg 

11 

00 

20 

75 

21 

00 

17 

25 

14 

50 

15 

50' 

19 

00 

Fruit — M.  R.  raisins,  box 

1 

65 

3 

25 

4 

75 

2 

35 

1 

55 

3 

12 

4 

121 

Dried  apples,  lb. - - 

9 

10^ 

5 

31 

6 

64 

Hay,  hundred - 

75 

80 

75 

95 

80 

65 

80 

Hops,  lb. - 

29 

9 

10 

10 

16 

15 

20 

Indigo,  Manilla,  lb. --- 

70 

75 

75 

75 

60 

1 

00 

1 

121 

Iron — Scotch  pig,  ton - 

20 

00 

32 

00 

36 

00 

24 

00 

21 

00 

24 

00 

38 

00 

Common  English  bar,  ton 

35 

00 

62 

00 

60 

00 

40 

00 

44 

00 

53 

00 

75 

00 

Laths,  M.  

2 

25 

1 

37 

1 

37.1 

1 

75 

1 

20 

1 

15 

1 

45 

Leather,  hemlock  sole,  lb. 

15 

26 

29 

21 

19 

21.’, 

271 

Lime,  common  Rockland,  bbl. 

87 

1 

00 

90 

70 

80 

68 

1 

00 

Liquors — Cognac  brandy,  gall. 

2 

00 

5 

00 

5 

50 

3 

00 

3 

20 

4 

25 

5 

75 

Domestic  whiskey,  gall. 

20.1 

28.' 

29 

221 

18 

23A 

451 

Molasses — New  Orleans,  gall. 

29^ 

47 

75 

49 

32 

45“ 

50 

Cardenas,  gall. - 

19 

30 

54 

27 

17 

21 

33 

Naval  Stores — Spirits  turpentine,  gall. 

49 

40 

48 

47 

80 

1 

45 

3 

371 

Rosin,  common,  bbl. 

1 

25 

1 

67.. 

1 

90 

1 

571 

1 

85 

8 

00 

26 

00 

Oils — Whale,  crude,  gall. - 

75 

75 

73 

42 

40 

47.1 

92 

Sperm,  crude,  gall. - 

1 

25 

1 

80 

1 

45 

1 

30 

1 

37 

1 

36 

1 

68 

Linseed,  gall.  

63 

75 

80 

60 

58 

82 

1 

50 

Provisions — Pork , mess,  bbl. - - - 

18 

75 

19 

00 

23 

00 

17 

75 

17 

87 

12 

62.4 

15 

00 

Pork,  prime,  bbl. 

16 

-75 

15 

50 

18 

90 

14 

25 

13 

25 

10 

00 

13 

00 

Beef,  mess,  country,  bbl. 

10 

00 

8 

50 

13 

50 

5 

25 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

Pickled  hams,  lb. 

9} 

9 

11 

91 

81 

64 

71 

Lard,  lb. 

10 

10 

14i 

114 

91 

81 

104 

Butter,  state,  lb. 

22 

20 

27 

18 

16 

18 

19 

Cheese,  lb. 

8.', 

10 

13 

10 

7 

81 

12 

Rice,  100  lbs. 

Salt,  Liverpool  fine,  sack 

3 

62“ 

4 

25 

5 

00 

4 

12’ 

5 

75 

6 

50 

8 

00 

1 

15 

1 

78 

1 

45 

1 

70 

1 

60 

1 

65 

2 

50 

Seeds — Clover,  lb. 

61 

12 

11 

8.‘ 

8 

71 

81 

Timothy,  tee. 

15 

00“ 

24 

50 

A 

50 

16 

00 

18 

75 

11 

00 

14 

00 

Soap — New  York,  lb. 

6 

6 

6 

5.'. 

51 

81 

Castile,  lb. 

9| 

10 

114 

10 

10“ 

134 

17 

Spices — Pepper,  lb. 

9} 

10 

124 

84 

8 

161 

27 

Nutmegs,  lb. 

87 

92 

85 

44 

40 

65 

821 

Sugars — New  Orleans,  lb. 

4J 

7 

121 

7 

5] 

7i 

101 

Refined , white,  lb. - - - 

7^ 

10 

14 

91 

7:'l 

10 

13 

Tallow,  lb. - 

H 

lo: 

114 

104 

9 

8] 

111 

Teas — Young  Hyson,  lb.- 

55 

35 

45 

40 

50 

70 

1 

00 

Oolong,  lb. 

30 

40 

50 

35 

35 

73 

80 

Tokacco — Kentucky,  lb. 

7 

12 

16 

10 

9 

121 

20 

Manufactured,  lb. - 

19 

28 

32 

20 

17 

30 

65 

Whalebone,  Polar,  lb. 

51 

62 

90 

90 

75 

75 

1 

85 

Wine — Port,  gall. - - 

1 

00 

2 

50 

2 

75 

2 

50 

3 

50 

2 

75 

3 

25 

Madeira,  gall.  - 

1 

62 

2 

50 

3 

00 

2 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

W ooL — Common,  lb. - - - - - - 

26 

32 

39 

35 

32 

42 

70 

Merino,  lb. - 

36 

48 

56 

55 

47 

49 

78 

Paper  Water-proof  Pipes. — The  gas-pipes  in  the  village  of  Wallsend,  Eng- 
land,, are  made  of  bituminizcd  paper.  Paper  pipes  were  shown  at  the  Interna- 
tional Exhibition,  London,  warranted  to  endure  a pressure  of  160  lbs.  to  the 
square  inch,  and  to  be  indestructible  by  ordinary  influences,  either  under  ground 
or  in  the  open  air. 
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TvAil-roads  in  the  United  States. — Number  of  miles  open  January  1,  1852, 
10,900.  Number  of  miles  open  January  1,  1862,  33,222.  Number  of  miles  open 
and  under  construction,  January,  1863,  51,115.  Cost  of  roads  and  equipment, 
$1,192,400,424.  Number  of  accidents  during  1862,  99;  in  which  264  persons  were 
IdUed,  and  877  wounded — besides  numerous  injuries  received  by  individuals  reck- 
lessly 6r  designedly  exposing  themselves  on  the  track  or  otherwise. 


Insanity. — The  reports  of  three  of  our  leading  asylums  for  the  Insane  concur 
in  assigning  to  the  following  ten  causes  four-fifths  of  the  cases  of  insanity  coming 
under  their  care : 111  health,  pecuniary  trouble,  intemperance,  religious  excite- 
ment, domestic  trouble,  puerperal  state,  death  of  friends,  early  vice,  disaj>pointed 
affection,  and  excessive  or  anxious  mental  labor.  The  foundation  of  insanity  is 
very  often  laid  by  errors  in  early  training.  The  most  hopeful  method  of  curing 
insanity  is  that  pursued  in  the  modern  hospitals  for  the  insane.  He  that  would 
preserve  a sound  mind  in  a sound  body,  must  lead  a well-regulated  life,  avoiding 
all  excesses  in  food,  drink,  passions,  and  labors,  and  securing  that  peace  of  con- 
science that  will  enable  him  to  have  the  essential  safeguard  of 
“ Tired  nature’s  sweet  restorer,  balmy  sleep.” 


Our  National  Debt. — One  of  the  results  of  the  wicked  rebellion  against  our 
national  government  is  the  accumulation  of  an  enormous  national  debt,  which  on 
February  1,  1863,  amounted  to  $815,000,000,  and  which  it  is  supposed  will  reach 
$2,000,000,000.  Even  then  it  will  be  but  $63  50  for  each  individual  of  the  nation ; 
while  that  of  Great  Britain,  amounting  to  $4,410,951,476,  is  $137  for  each ; that  of 
Holland  is  $119 ; of  France,  $51 ; of  Spain,  $45 ; and  of  Austria,  $34.  Estimating 
the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  United  States  at  $16,588,356,338,  exclusive  of 
the  value  of  the  products  of  labor  and  of  the  cotton  crop,  the  debt  of  $2,000,000,000 
will  be  but  12}  per  cOIit.  of  that  valuation. 

The  total  annual  interest  on  the  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  $127,131,492,  or 
$4  34  for  each  person;  of  France,  $115,608,191,  or  $3  09  for  each;  while  of  the 
United  States  it  will  be  $13,190,325,  or  40  cents  for  each  person. 

The  total  annual  national  expenditure  of  Great  Britain  is  $351,223,498,  or  $12 
for  each  person;  of  France,  $422,086,108,  or  $11  29  for  each;  of  the  United  States, 
$474,744,778,  or  $14  83  for  each  person. 

The  burden  of  the  debt  of  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  apportioned  equally 
among  the  people,  was  $14  81  to  each.  If  the  present  debt  be  apportioned  equal- 
ly, it  is  $14  83,  or  just  the  same  to  each,  while  our  ability  to  carry  it  is  far  greater. 
A Member  of  Congress,  alluding  to  the  debt  and  the  annual  products  of  our 
dairies,  which  the  census  estimates  at  $125,000,000,  remarked  that  in  ten  years 
our  women  can  churn  this  debt  all  out. 


Port  of  New  York. — The  arrivals  from  foreign  ports  in  1862  were  5,487 ; an 
increase  of  365  over  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total  arrivals,  27  were  war-steam- 
ers, (18  French,  4 English,  etc.,)  2 were  war  vessels,  266  mercantile  steamers, 
1,092  ships,  1,290  barks,  1,566  brigs,  and  1,239  schooners.  Number  of  passengers, 
94,607  ; an  increase  of  13,817  over  the  previous  year.  From  domestic  ports  there 
arrived  in  all  1,776  steamers. 


Charring  Timber. — This  is  done  by  a jet  of  common  coal-gas,  and  is  said  to 
have  the  effect  of  securing  it  from  rot  for  a long  period.  In  ship-building,  gas- 
charring is  recommended  for  all  surfaces  exposed  to  moist  and  stagnant  air ; in 
house-building,  to  beams  and  joists  imbedded  in  walls  or  plaster— to  the  wain- 
scoting of  ground  floors,  etc.  It  is  recommended  for  various  parts  of  stables,  tor 
rail-road  sleepers,  etc. 
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Extraordinaky  Balloon  Ascension. — A most  daring  and  perilous  ascension 
for  scientific  purposes  was  made  from  the  Crystal  Palace  near  London,  September 
8,  by  Messrs.  Glaisher  and  Coxwell,  who  reached  a higher  elevation  in  the  upper 
heavens  than  was  ever  attained  by  man.  They  ascended  in  an  immense  balloon, 
containing  60,000  feet  of  gas,  and  carried  with  them  various  instruments  for  scien- 
tific observations.  Their  ascent  was  so  rapid  that  it  was  impossible  to  photograph 
the  scene  from  the  balloon,  as  was  their  intention.  It  commenced  at  1 P.  M.  ; 
they  reached  the  height  of  two  miles  at  1.21,  three  miles  at  1.28,  four  miles  at 
1.39,  and  five  miles  at  1.50.  At  two  jniles  in  height  the  temperature  had  fallen 
from  59°  to  the  freezing  point ; and  at  the  highest  point  reached,  it  was  20°  below 
zero.  At  the  height  of  five  miles,  Mr.  Glaisher  felt  symptoms  of  blindness,  and 
soon  became  insensible.  Mr.  Coxwell  remained  conscious  for  ten  minutes  longer, 
the  balloon  ascending  with  great  rapidity,  when  his  hands  having  frozen  and 
insensibility  coming  over  him,  he  tried  to  open  the  valve  to  cause  a descent,  but 
his  hands  were  black  and  powerless,  and  he  was  only  able  to  loose  it  by  pulhng 
the  string  with  his  teeth.  Their  register  showed  that  they  reached  a height  of  six 
miles,  about  half  a mile  higher  than  mount  Everest,  the  highest  of  the  Himalayas, 
and  the  highest  mountain  on  the  globe.  At  the  highest  elevation,  the  pressure  of 
the  air  was  less  than  one-third  of  its  pressure  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  which 
is  too  little  to  sustain  life  without  some  artificial  supply.  Yet  a French  savant 
offers  to  ascend  to  the  height  of  eleven  miles,  with  the  help  of  a breathing-bag,  to 
be  replenished  at  intervals  with  condensed  oxygen  gas,  and  with  a supply  of  that 
wonderful  stimulant,  the  Peruvian  coca  leaf. 


The  Mont  Cenis  Tunnel,  for  the  rail-road  between  Piedmont  and  Savoy,  now 
in  process  of  excavation  by  the  Sardinian  government,  is  to  pass  under  the  Fre- 
jus  ridge  near  Mont  Cenis,  and  will  have  an  average  depth  of  a mile  beneath  the 
surface,  and  a length  of  eight  miles.  It  is  worked  from  the  extremities  alone,  the 
two  tunnels  to  meet  in  the  centre.  Air  is  forced  in  through  tubes  to  the  inner- 
most point  of  each  tunnel,  where  it  first  drives  the  machinery  for  boring  the  blast- 
ing-holes, and  then  is  released  and  maintains  an  outward  current  for  ventilation. 
The  tunnel  has  vertical  walls,  of  the  stone  blasted  out,  and  a semicircular  roof  of 
brick.  It  is  26  ft.  3 in.  wide,  and  24  ft.  7 in.  high  in  the  centre.  Five  or  six  years 
more  will  be  requisite  to  complete  this  great  work. 


Cotton  and  its  Substitutes. — The  interruption  of  the  accustoriied  supply  of 
cotton  for  the  last  two  years  has  awakened  general  and  earnest  attention  to  the 
questions.  What  new  fields  for  cotton-culture  can  be  found  ? and.  What  fibrous 
materials  can  be  profitably  substituted  for  cotton  ? As  yet,  little  success  has 
rewarded  these  inquiries.  No  cotton-field  promises  to  rival  the  Southern  states 
when  labor  is  peacefully  resumed ; and  no  substitutes  yet  discovered  threaten  to 
supersede  it.  The  most  valuable  recent  improvements  are  in  the  manufacture 
of  paper  from  straw,  and  of  rugs,  cai-pets,  etc.,  homjute,  which  maybe  imported 
in  large  quantities  from  India.  Straw  is  now  prepared  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  by  boihng  it  in  an  alkaline  lye,  under  a high  pressure  of  steam.  After  this, 
its  sihea  and  other  injurious  constituents  readily  wash  away,  and  leave  its  fibre 
soft,  and  ready  to  bleach.  This  discovery  promises  materially  to  reduce  the  price 
of  paper.  The  ^ax-cotton  scheme  is  found  to  be  economically  impracticable. 


Coal-tar  or  Aniline  Dyes.— A new  era  almost  in  coloring  matter  for  calicoes 
and  silks,  and  in  the  finer  paints,  has  been  introduced  by  the  discovery  of  aniline 
dyes.  Coal-tar,  hitherto  a waste  and  worthless  product,  has  been  made  to  yield 
the  brilliant  and  beautiful  purple,  crimson,  and  blue  tints  known  as  mauve,  ma- 
genta, roseine,  bleu  de  Paris,  azuhne,  etc.,  by  the  mixture  of  which  almost  any 
desired  shade  may  be  produced. 
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Foreign  Coins. — The  following  table  is  compiled  from  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Director  of  the  Mint,  September,  1862 : 


GOLD  COINS. 


SILVER  COINS. 


COUNTRY 


Austria 

Belgium 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chili 

Denmark 

England 

a 

France 

Germany,  north 
south 

Mexico- - 

Netherlands 

New  Granada  -- 

Peru 

Portugal 

Rome 

Russia- 

Spain 

Sweden 

Turkey 

Tuscany 


Denomination 


Value. 


Denomination. 


Value. 


Ducat 

25  1^'rancs 

Doubloon 

20,000  Reis 

10  Pesos - 

10  Thaler 

Sovereign,  new 

“ average 

20  Francs,  average 

10  Thaler 

Ducat 

Doubloon,  average 

10  Guilders - 

10  Pesos,  new 

Doubloon,  old 

Crown - 

2.^  Scudi 

5"^Rouhles 

100  Reals 

Ducat 

100  Ihastres 

Sequin 


$ cts.  m 

2 

28 

2 

4 

72 

15 

59 

2 

10 

90 

5 

9 

15 

3 

7 

90 

4 

86 

3 

4 

84 

4 

3 

84 

7 

7 

90 

2 

28 

3 

15 

53 

3 

99 

5 

9 

67 

5 

15 

55 

6 

5 

80 

6 

2 

60 

4 

3 

97 

6 

4 

96 

4 

2 

23 

7 

4 

36 

9 

2 

31 

3 

Scudo 

5 Francs  - - - - 

Dollar 

2,000  Reis  

New  Dollar 

2 Rigsdaler 

Shilling,  new 

“ average - 

5 Francs,  average 

New  Thaler 

Guilder  or  Florin 
Dollar,  average  -- 

2.^  Guilders 

Dollar,  1857 

Dollar,  1858 

Crown 

Scudo - 

Rouble 

Pistareen,  new--- 

Hix  dollar 

20  Piastres 

Florin 


1 02  6 
98 
79 

1 02  5 
98  1 
1 10  6 
22  9 
22  4 
98 

72  9 
41  6 
1 06  2 
1 03  3 
97  9 
94  7 
1 17 
1 05  8 
79  4 
20  3 
1 11  4 
86  9 
27  7 


“We  believe  in  God.” — There  is  no  recognition  of  God  on  our  national  cur- 
rency. The  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint,  in  his  Annual  Report,  suggests 
that  a simple  inscription,  “ God  our  trust,”  or  some  equally  expressive  motto,  bo 
in  future  placed  upon  our  coins.  We  trust  his  suggestion  may  be  adopted. 


Income,  Expenditure,  Public  Domain,  and  Public  Debt  of  European 
States,  in  Dollars. — 


STATES. 


Revenues. 


France,  1863 

Great  Britain,  1862  - 

Russia,  1862  - 

Austria,  1862 

Prussia,  1862  - 

Belgium,  1862  

Denmark,  1862  

Greece,  1862 

Ionian  Islands,  1862 

Italy 

States  of  the  Church 

Netherlands 

Portugal 

Sweden - 

Norway 

Switzerland 

Spain - 

Turkey , 


346,725,319 

322,184.000 

245,571.150 

136,435,908 

94,201.153 

27,347,771 

11,541.335 

4,229.1831 

792.503 

97,756.440 

6.900,000 

35,072,700 

14.673,600 

7,551.904 

5,003;818 

3,553,408 

107,935,032 

69,000,000 


Expenditures. 

For  peace. 

For  war. 

313.035  883 
192,720,197 
130.569,973 
115,433,370 

100,817,408 

129,463,803 

101,201,177 

56,090,100 

20,137,231 

5,949,642 

2,248,581 

1,362,457 

102,396,617 

53,579,643 

25,090,568 

8,533,132 

3.878.661 

3,419,309 

3,136  325 
1,584,509 

Total  expen- 


Value  of 


State  debt  in 


diture. 


413.853,291 

322,184,000 

231,771,150 

171,523,470 

96,536.803 

26,086,873 

11,379,660 

155,976.268 

792.583 

155,996,260 

6.900.000 


domain. 


358,723.410 

44.553,300 

256,200,000 

113,075.820 

203,151,870 

80,937.000 

30,159,900 


33,623.700 

15,676,800 

7,014,986 

7,003.818 

3.363,520 

97.511,832 

65,182,000 


15,076.500 

55,200,000 

Unknown 

Unknown 

1,873.350 

170,332,020 

Unknown 


dollars. 


1,902  923.400 
3,690.075,357 
1,248.900,000 
1,108,267,239 
186,298,059 

117.300.000 

48.990.000 
53,357,700 

1.380.000 
536,032.422 

69,000,000 
292  460,737 

180.090.000 

13.800.000 

7.245.000 


618,237,009 

165,000,000 


Waste  of  Ammunition. — At  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro’,  Gen.  Rosecrans  esti- 
mates that  728  of  20,000  rounds  of  artillery,  and  13,862  of  2,000,000  rounds  of  mus- 
ketry fired  by  our  troops,  hit  the  enemy.  This  shows  that  it  required  27  cannon 
balls,  weighing  about  225  pounds,  or  one  and  a half  times  the  weight  of  a man,  or 
155  musket  shots,  weighing  but  nine  pounds,  merely  to  hit  an  enemy ; while  only 
about  one-fourth  of  the  wounded  are  killed  or  die  from  their  wounds. 


Doremus’  Compressed  Gunpowder. — This  recent  and  valuable  invention,  by 
Prof.  Doremus  of  New  York,  is  patented  by  the  United  States  and  French  govern- 
ments. A charge  of  powder  is  placed  in  a cylindrical  mould,  and  subjected  to  a 
pressure  which  renders  it  sohd,  so  ^ihat  it  can  be  removed  and  freely  handled. 
By  forming  the  beginning,  middle,  and  end  of  the  cartridge  under  three  different 
degrees  of  pressure,  an  “accelerating”  cartridge  is  produced.  These  compressed 
cartridges  resist  moisture,  and  may  be  rendered  entirely  water-proof  by  a coating 
of  collodion. 


Storms  subject  to  Fixed  Laws.— It  is  stated  that  the  science  of  meteorology 
has  been  so  perfected,  that  every  general  violent  storm  can  be  predicted  with 
almost  absolute  certainty  twenty-four  hours  in  advance,  and  the  information  be 
telegraphed  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  In  England,  the  British  government 
have  established  a department  for  investigating  the  subject,  by  means  of  which 
hundredj^jj  lives  are  annually  saved.  No  great  general  storm  visited  the  coun- 
try the  past  year  that  was  not  heralded  several  hours  in  advance,  and  by  signals 
along  the  coast,  seamen  were  warned  to  keep  off  the  shore,  or  not  to  venture  out 
of  port. 

Artesian  Wells. — The  well  recently  completed  at  Passy,  in  the  suburbs  of 
Paris,  is  1,926  feet  deep,  and  nearly  two  feet  bore.  It  supplies  daily  20,000  cubic 
metres  of  water — the  metre  being  39.37-100  inches — or  enough  for  500,009  inhab- 
itants. 

In  the  desert  of  Sahara  fifty  artesian  w’ells  have  been  sunk,  during  five  years 
terminating  in  1860.  In  connection  with  these  wells,  30,000  palm-trees  and  1,000 
fruit-trees  have  been  planted.  Numerous  oases  have  been  recovered  from  ruin, 
and  two  fresh  villages  established. 

Encke’s  Comet— which  completes  its  circuit  in  a shorter  time  than  any  other — 
reappeared  in  1862,  after  an  absence  of  three  years  and  four  months,  at  almost 
the  precise  spot  predicted  by  Prof.  Encke ; an  interesting  confirmation  of  the 
truth  and  accuracy  of  the  laws  of  gravitation  and  motion  as  applied  to  these  heav- 
enly wanderers.  The  slight  variance  between  its  motions  and  the  calculations  is 
thought  to  indicate  the  existence  in  space  of  some  resisting  medium  of  an  extreme- 
ly subtile  character. 

Gold  of  Australia.— In  the  London  Exhibition,  1862,  the  gold  imported  from 
Australia  in  ten  years,  1851-1861,  was  represented  by  a gilded  truncated  pyramid, 
ten  feet  square  at  the  base  and  forty-two  feet  high.  This  bulk  of  solid  gold  would 
bo  equivalent  to  1520,000,000,  the  amount  actually  transmitted. 

Glazed  Stone-ware  is  increasingly  used  in  England— as  in  large  kegs  and  cis- 
terns—the  latter  being  made  of  hollow  blocks,  glazed  on  both  sides,  and  fitted 
together  by  a double  dovetail  laid  in  fine  water-proof  cement,  thus  forming  a solid 
wall.  Faucets  of  earthen-w’are  are  much  in  favor,  fitting  and  working  well. 

Food  Preserver. — A patent  has  been  granted  in  England  for  preserving  arti- 
cles of  food,  by  introducing  into  the  tin  can  Avhich  contains  them  a substance  for 
which  oxygen  has  a greater  affinity  than  for  the  food,  and  which  shall  at  the  same 
time  be  no  way  detrimental  to  it.  The  agent  chosen  is  the  sulphate  of  soda. 


Chloride  of  lime  is  recommended,  in  a sprinkled  solution,  or  in  a paste  with 
fat,  as  a protection  from  flies  and  other  insects,  in  stables,  on  beds  of  vegetables, 
around  the  trunks  of  fruit-trees,  etc.  Even  rats  and  mice  quit  places  where 
chloride  of  lime  has  been  sprinkled. 

Snyder’s  Bullet  ^L\chine,  now  used  exclusively  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment in  their  arsenals,  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  products  of  American  skill,  and 
during  seven  months  of  1861,  produced  over  a hundred  millions  of  elongated  bullets. 


of  Virgin  Mary;  7,  Q,uinquagesima;  10,  Ash-'^,^nesday ; 14,  1st  S.  in  Lent;  21,  2d  S,  in 
i;  ; 24^  St.  Matthias;  2;^,  Od  S.  in  Lent.  March  6,  4ih  S.  in  Lent;  13,  5th  S.  in  Lent;* 


ME3IORANDA  FOR  1864:. 

Jan  1,  Circum. ; 3,  2d  S.  aft.  Christmas ; 6,  Epiph. ; 10, 1st  S.  aft.  Epiph. ; 17,  2d  * 
*^8.  aft.  Epiph.;  24,  Se^tuagesima;  25,^ Con y..  of  St.  Paul;  31,  Sexagesima.  Feb.  2,  Purif.  ■ 
of  Virgin  Ma 
Lent  ; 24,  I 
■ 20,  S.  bef.  Ea 
bef. 

Mon.  , , 

Easter;  17,  3d  S.  aft.  Easteiij  24.  4th  S.  aft.  Easter;  25,  St.  Mark.  IVf  fv  1, 5th  Easter, 

and  Sts.  Philip  and  James;  5,  Ascension;  8,  S.  aft.  Ascension;  15,  Wl  g-Sunday;‘16,  Mon.  in 
Whitsun-week. ; 17,  Tues.  in  Whitsun-week ; 22,  Trinity  Sunday;  29,  iVt  S.  aft.  Trin.  June  5, 
2d  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 11,  St.  Barnabas  ; 12,  3d  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 19,  4th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 24,  Nativ.  St.  John 
Baptist;  26,  5ch  S.  aft.  Trin.;  29,  St.  Peter.  July  3,  6th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  10,  7th  S.  aft.  Trin.; 
17,  8th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  24,  9th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 25,  St.  James;  31,  10th  S.  aft.  Trin.  Aug.  7,  11th 
S.  aft.  Trin.;  14,  12th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  21,  13th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  24,  St.  Bartholomew;  28,  14th  S. 


11,  3d  S.  in  Advent;  IS,  4 th  S.  in  Advent;  21,  St.  Thomas;  25,  Christmas-day ; 26,  St.  Stephen: 
27,  St.  John  Evan. ; 23,  Holy  Innocents.j^  q 

NEW  RATES  Of"^PO  STAGE,  JUIiY  1,  1863. 

Letters,  prepaid  by  stamps,  3 cts.  each  ^ oz.  or  fraction  thereof,  to  all  parts  of  the  country, 
including  California.  If  the  stamp  is  omitted  by  oversight,  the  letter  is  foirsvarded,  and  double 
postage  charged.  Drop  or  local  letters,  2 cts.  each  ^ oz.  prepaid,  and  all  letters  and  papers  deliv- 
ered ill  cities  free  of  charge.  Circulars,  unsealed,  2 cts.  for  every  three  circulars  to  one  address. 

^Newspapers  to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  regular  subscribers,  payable  quarterly  in 
advance,  weekly-^  not  over  4 oz.,  5 cts.  a quarter,  and  5 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz. ; and  an 
additional  5 cts.  for  each  additional  issue,  dailies  six  times  a week  being  30  cts.  a. quarter.  All 
other  regular  periodicals  sent  to  subscribers,  1 ct.  for  less  than  4 oz.  Weekly  newspapers  free 
in  the  cofihty  where  issued.  Small  periodicals  referred  to  the  Post-master  General. 

Books,  not  over  4 oz.  4 cts. ; and  4 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  or  fraction  thereof;  prepaid. 
Other  miscellaneous  packages,  not  over  4 oz.,  2 cts.,  and  2 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz 
prepaid.  These  unbound  miscellaneous  packages  include  single  transUnt  papers,  proofs,  man- 
uscripts for  books,  cards,  samples,  cuttings,  roots,  and  all  similar  articles  allowed  in  the  mails. 

Foreign  Postage.  The  following-  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
each  half  ounce:  To  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  24  cts. ; to  France  and  Algeria  by  French 
mails,  15  cts.  quarter  ounce.  By  the  Bremen  or  Hamburg  mails  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Ham- 
burg is  10  cts. ; to  Frankfort  and  Wurtemiburg,  15  cts. ; to  the  German  states,  Prussia,  Austria, 
and  its  states,  and  J^ombardy,  15  cts. ; to  the  Sardinian  states,  23  cts. ; to  Papal  states,  28  cts. ; 
to  the  Two  Sicilies,  22  cts.,;  to  Denmark,  20  cts. ; to  Sw^eden,  33 cts. ; to  Norw'ay,  38  cts. ; to  Rus- 
sia, 29  cts.  By  the  Prussian  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail,  the  postage  to  these  countries  is 
higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  to  them,  excepting  to  the  Two  Sicilies,  is  optional;  as  also 
to  Canada  and  the  British  North  American  states,  where  the  postage  is  10  cents  under  3,000 
miles,  and  15  cents  over.  To  the  following,  postage  must  be  prepaid  : To  British  West  Indies, 
Aspinwall,  Panama,  and  Mexico,  1 0 cts.  under  2,500  miles,  26cts.  over ; to  New  Granada,  1 8 cts.  ; 
to  Peru,  22  cts. ; to  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  and  Chili,  34  cts. ; to  Sandwich  Islands,  New  South  Wales, 
and  China,  by  mail  to  San  Francisco,  thence  by  private  ship,  10  cts. ; to  China  and  Australia 
via  England,  33  and  45  cts.,  via  Marseilles,  35  and  57  cents. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 

AND  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY, 

May  be  had  at  L50  Nassau-street,  New  York,  S.  W.  Stebbins,  Depositary. 

BOSTON,  40  Cornhill,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Treasurer. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  75  State-st.,  0.  D.  Grosvexor,  AgeuL. 

PHILADELPHIA,  929  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell,  Agent. 

BALTIMORE,  Maryland  Branch,  73  W.  Fayette-st.,  Rev.  S.  Guiteau,  Secretary. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  126  Camp-st..  L.  A.  Duncan.  Agent. 

CINCINNATI,  Walnut-st.  near  Fourth,  Seely  Wood,  Agent 
ST.  LOUIS,  9 South-Fifth-st.,  J.  W.  McIntyre,  Depositary 

CHICAGO,  170  South-Clarke-street,  C.  M.  Howard,  Agent,  W.  G.  Holmes,  Depositary. 

Also  for  sale  by  booksellers  in  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 

The  ALMANAC  is  furnished  at  a low  price  to  those  who  order  it  by  the  100  or  1,000. 

The  Board  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embraces  members  of  fourteen  evangelical  denom*  • 
nations,  united  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  crucified  by  its  publications,  asso-  . 
? ciated  with  personal  Christian  effort,  at  home  and  abroad.  A donation  of  ^20  constitutes  a ^ 
^ Life  Member  ; $50  a Life  Director. 

William  A.  Hallock,  0.  Eastman,  and  J.  M.  Stevenson,  Corresponding  Sec’s. 

0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Treas,,  150  Nassau-street,  New  York. 


FOREIGN  IRON-TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  FOR 
TEN  YEARS. 


American 

Foreijjn 

Excess  in 

American 

Foreign 

Excess  in 

Years. 

E.xported. 

Consumed. 

F.  consumed. 

Years. 

Exported. 

Consumed. 

F.  consumed. 

1847---- 

-$1,167,434 

$8,717,656 

$7,550,172 

1852---- 

- 2,303,819 

18,823,056 

16,519.237 

1848---- 

- 1,259' 632 

12428,559 

11,168,927 

1853---- 

- 2,499,652 

26,993.082 

24,493,430 

1849---- 

- 1,096,172 

13,722,384 

12,626,212 

1854 

- 4,210,350 

28,545,903 

24,335,553 

1850---- 

- 1.911,320 

16,232,399 

14,321,079 

1855 

- 3,753,472 

21.415,205 

17,661.7.33 

1851---- 

- 2,255,698 

17,206,410 

14,950,712 

1856---- 

- 4,161,008 

21,618,718 

17,457,710 

WOOD  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Production  of  wool  in  the  United  States,  as  ascertained  from  the  census  tables. 


NEW  ENGLAND  STATES. 


Maine 

1840. 

1,465,551 

1850. 

1,364,034 

New  Hampshire  ----  1,260,517 

1,108,476 

Massachusetts 

941,906 

585,136 

Rhode  Island  - 

183,330 

129,692 

Connecticut  - - 

889,870 

487,454 

Vermont 

3,699,235 

3,400,717 

8,440,409  7,075,509 

■ Decrease  from  1840  to  1850,  1,364,900  lbs. 

NORTH-WESTERN  STATES. 

Ohio 3.685.315 

10,194,371 

Indiana 

1.237.919 

2,610,287 

Illinois 

'650,007 

2,150,113 

Missouri 

562,265 

1,427,164 

Michigan 

153,375 

2,043,283 

Wisconsin 

6,777 

253.963 

Iowa  

23,039 

373.893 

6,318,697  19,053,079 

Increase  from  1840  to  1850,  12,734,382  lbs. 

New  York 

MIDDLE  STATES. 

9,845.295 

10,071,301 

Pennsylvania  - 

3,048,564 

4,331,570 

New  Jersey  — 

397,207 

375,396 

Delaware 

64,404 

57,768 

... 

13,355,470 

14,936,035 

Increase  from  1840  to  1850,  1,580,565  lbs. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  STATES  AND  , TERRITORIES. 


Mississippi  - - 

Arkansas 

Louisiana  — 

Texas 

New  Mexico- 

Utah 

California  — 

Oregon 

Minnesota  - - 


1840. 

175,196 

64,943 

49,233 


2S9.422 


18.^0. 

559,«19 

182,593 

109,897 

131.917 

32,901 

9.222 

5,520 

29,676 

85 

1,061,439 


Increase  from  1840  to  1850,  722,017  lbs. 

SOUTHERN  STATES,  (strictly.) 

Maryland 488,201  477,438 

Virginia 2,538,374  2,860.765 

North  Carolina 625.044  970,738 

South  Carolina 299,170  487.233 

Georgia 371,303  - 990,019 

Florida 7,285  23,247 

Alabama-- 220.353  657,118 

Tennessee 1,060.332  1,364,378 

Kentucky 1,736,847  2,297,433 


7,346,909  10,128,369 

Increase  from  1840  to  1850,  2,781,460  lbs. 


POPULATION  OF  THE  WORLD. 

According  to  the  American  Almanac  for  1857,  the  population  of  the  globe  is  as  follows; 


Africa 100,000,000 

America 57,676,882 

Asia  and  islands 626,000,000 

Australia  and  islands 1,245.000 


Europe- 

Polynesia- 


-262,517,521 

1,500,000 


Total - 


-1,050,139,403 


THE  TEA-TRADE. 

The  following  figures  show  the  average  quantity  annually  exported  from  China  for  sev- 
eral years  past. 

Pounds.  1 Pounds. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland 8.000,000  j South  America 650,000 

British  America  and  West  Indies 2,600.000  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Norway 250,000 

Australia,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  etc.---  2,700,000  Belgium 200,000 

British  India 2,200,000  Spain  and  Portugal 100,000 

United  States 13,000,000  Italy - 50.000 

Russia - 6,000,000  Other  places r 550,000 

Holland  and  colonies 1.200,000 

France 550,000 

Germany 500,000 


Total 41,500,000 

CONSUMPTION  OF  SILK  AND  SILK  GOODS  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

In  1847,  the  consumption  of  silk  and  silk  goods  in  the  United  States  amounted  fo 
$11,640,899 ; in  1850,  to  $’7,680,964;  in  1856,  to  $30,636,998. 


)S^  MEMORANDA  FOR  1858. 

Jan.  1,  Circumcision;  3,  2d  S.  aft  Qhristmas ; C,  Epiphany;  10,  1st  S.  aft.  Epiphany;  17, 
2d  S.  aft.  Epiphany;  24,  3d  S.  aft.  Epiphany;  25,  Conv.  of  St.  Paul;  31,  Septuagesima  S.  Feb. 

2,  Purif.  of  Vir.  Mary;  7,  Sexagesima  S ; 14,  Q,uinquagesima  S. ; 17,  Ash-Wednesday  ; 21^  1st  S. 
in  Lent;  24,  St  Matthias;  28,  2d  S.  in  Lent.  March  7,  3d  S.  in  Lent;  14,  4th  S.  in  Lent;  21, 
5th  S in  Lent;  25,  Annun.  of  Vir.  Mary;  28,  S.  before  Easter.  April  2,  GoodrFnday  ; 4,  tiaWr- 
day ; 11,  1st  S.  aft.  Easter;  18,  2d  S.  aft.  Easter;  25,  St.  Mark,  and  3rd  S.  aft.  Easter.  t,  * 

Sts,  Philip  and  James;  2,  4th  S.  aft.  Easter;  9,  5th  S aft.  Easter;  13,  Ascension  ; 16,  S.  5ft.  As- 
cension; 23,  Whit-Sunday ; 30,  Trinity-Sunday.  June  6,  1st  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 11,  St.  Barnabas;  13, 
2d  S.  aft.  Trin  ; 20.  3d  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 24,  Nativ.  of  St.  .b'hii  the  Baptist ; 27,  4th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 29, 
St.  Peter.  July  4,  5th  S.  aft.  Trin  ; 11,  6th  S.  aft,  Tnn.;  18,  7th  S.-aft.  Trin.;  25,^t.  James, 
and  Sth  S.  aft.  Trin.  Aug  1,  9th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 8,  10th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 15,  11th  S.  aft.  TriiK  ; 22, 
12th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  24,  St.  Bartholomew;  29,  13th  S.  aft.  Trin.  Sept.  5,  14th  S.  aft.  Trin.  ; 12, 
15th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 19, 16th  S aft.  Tnn. ; 21,  St.  Matthew;  26, 17th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 29,  St.  Michael 
and  All-Angels  Oct.  3.  18th  S aft.  Trin. ; 10,  19tli  S.  aft.  Trin  ; 17,  20th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 18,  St. 
Luke;  24,  21st  S.  aft.  Trin.  ; 28,  Sts.  Simon  and  Jude;  31,  22d  S.  aft.  Trin.  Nov.  1,  All-Samts; 
7,  23d  S.  aft.  Tnn. ; 14,  24th  S.  aft.  Trin. , 21,  25th  S.  aft  Trin.  ; 28,  Advent  S. ; 30,  St.  Andrew. 
Dec.  5,  2d  S.  in  AdveiJt ; 12,  3d  S.  in  Advent ; 19,  4th  S.  in  Advent ; 21,  St.  Thomas ; 25,  Christ- 
mas ; 26,  St.  Stephen,  and  1st  S.  aft.  Christmas ; 27,  St.  John  ; 28,  Hol^  Innocents. 

TIDE-T  ABLE. 

CHIEFLY  FROM  THE  TABLE  IN  BOWDITCH  S NAVIGATOR. 

The  Calendar  pages  exhibit  the  time  of  high-water  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Charleston. 

To  find  the  time  of  high-water  at  any  of  the  following  places,  add  to  or  subtract  from 
the  time  of  high-water,  morning  or  evening,  at  New  York,  the  quantity-^)!  time  affixed,  to 
such  place  in  this  table.  In  using  the  quantities  m this  table,  observe  that  more  than  12 
hours  and  less  than  24,  from  midnight  or  the  beginningof  morning,  is  afternoon  of  the  same 
day;  and  that  more  than  12  hours  and  less  than  24,  from  noon,  is  in^brningof  the  next  day. 

H M 

3 12 
3 10 
0 12 
8 45 
3 44 
3 00 
0 49 
2 49 
0 19- 
2 49 


Annapolis,  Md.  -■ 
Annapolis,  N.  S.  ■ 


Bridgeport  - 
Cape  Split  - 
Eastport  --- 


Holmes’  Hole Add 


- Sub. 

4 43 

Hellgate 

---Add 

1 22 

- Sub. 

3 35 

Marblehead 

- - - Add 

3 17 

■ Add 

1 49 

Mach  1 as - 

---Add 

1 54 

-Add 

0 02 

Mobile  Point  --- 

---  Add 

1 54 

1 40 

New  Bedford  - - - 

---  Sub. 

0 16 

-Add 

2 58 

New  Haven 

---Add 

3 03 

-Add 

2 00 

iSew  London 

---Add 

1 15 

-Add 

3 17 

Neivport - 

- - - Sub. 

0 58 

- Sub. 

0 43 

Norfolk 

---  Sub. 

0 41 

-Add 

1 04 

Plymouth  

---Add 

2 19 

Portla?id Add 

Portsmoitth- Add 

Providence Add 

(Quebec Add 

Ridunond Sub 

Salem - Add 

Sandy  HooJc,  N.  J.  Sub 

St.  John,  N.  B. Add 

Sun  bury Add 

Windsor Add 


Tides. — La  Place  pronounces  the  formula  for  deducing  the  tides  the  most  difficult  prob- 
lem of  celestial  mechanics.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  tide  comes  in  several  hours 
later  or  earlier  than  the  most  learned  ’calculation  would  determine  ; and  this  in  consequence 
of  the  strength  and  direction  of  the  wind,  which  the  calculator  cannot  reckon  upon. 

The  places'in  italics  in  the  above  table  are  corrected  from  the  official  Tide-table  made 
by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey.  The  others  are  supposed  to  be  nearly  correct. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 

AND 

OTHER  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY, 

May  be  had  at  150  Nassau-street,  New  York,  or  of  N.  P.  Kemp,  28  Cornhill,  Boston  ; William  • 
CoGGESHALL,  Providence ; Charles  Hosmer,  Hartford  \ F.  T.  Jarman,  New  Haven ; PTsk  & 
Little,  82  State-st.,  Albany  ; Meriam,  Moore  & Co.,  9 and  10  Cannon-place,  Troy ; Seward  & 
Thurbur,  137  Genesee-st.,  Utica;  0.  D.  Grosvenor,  120  State-st.,  Rochester;  L Danforiil 
Buffalo;  Goss  & Williams,  Auburn;  H N.  Thissell,  929  Chestnut  street.  Philadelphia;  Rev,  S. 
GuitEau,  73  W.  Fayette-street,  Baltimore  ; E,.  L.  Kerrison,  17  Chalmers-street,  Charleston  ; L.. 
A.  Duncan,  197Camp-st.,  New  Orleans,  W.  H.  Bulkley,  Fourth-street,  Louisville ; Seely  Wood, 
Agent,  Walnut-street,  near  Fourth,  Cincinnati ; Rev  C.  Peabody.  Agent,-?  South-P'ilth-street,  St 
Louis;  Rev  Y Hickey,  69  State-street,  Chicago,  and  of  other  booksellers  and  traders. 

The  ALMANAC  is  furnished  at  a low  price  to  those  who  order  it  by  the  100  or  1,000. 

The  Board  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embraces  members  of  fourteen'evangelical  denomina- 
tions, united  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  crucified  by  its  publications,  associated  with 
personal  Christian  effort,  at  home  and  abroad.  About  500  colporteurs  are  now  laboring  in  the  most 
destitute  parts  of  the  country  A donation  of  ^20  constitutes  a Life  Member ; ^50  a Life  Director. 
The  usual  salary  of  a colporteur  is  ^150,  besides  other  expenses  and  books  granted  Wiluiam  A. 
Hallock,  0 Eastman,  and  J.  M.  Stevenson,  Corresponding  Secretaries,  0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist. 
Treasurer,  150  Nassau-street,  New  York.  Seth  Bliss,  Secretary,  28  Cornhill,  Boston. 


ASTRONOMICAL  ITEMS. 

Venus. — Venus  will  be  morning  star  until  February  25tli,  then  evening  star  until  Dcjlt 
ber  11th,  at  which  time  it  passes  the  inferior  conjunction  with  the  Sun,  and  becomes^BH^ 
ible.  Just  before  this  time  it  exhibits  a long  slender  crescent,  always  convex  towardWK 
Sun,  its  horns  being  turned  back,  and  towards  the  cast;  but  when  seen  again,  it  appears  in 
the  east  before  sunrise,  with  its  long  crescent  bowing  back  towards, the  west.  On  the  5th  of 
November  it  will  be  brightest,  being  then  about  4QO  east  of  the  Sun.  See  diagram. 

Mars. — Mars  will  be  morning  star  until  October  8th,  when  it  is  90°  west  of  the  Sun ; then 
evening  star  the  rest  of  the  year.  On  the  2d  of  December  it  begins  to  retrograde,  or  move 
westward  past  the  stars.  It  will  be  in  the  southern  signs  until  May  7th,  when  it  passes  the 
equator  northward.  On  the  28th  of  March  it  will  be  about  1(P  south  of  the  central  stars  in 
the  Urn;  on  the  20th  of  July  it  will  be  5^  south  of  the  “ Seven  Stars;”  on  the  Gth  of  August 
it  will  be  5^  north  of  Aldebaran;  on  the  29th  of  August  it  will  be  2^  north  of  C Tauri;  Sep- 
tember 14th  it  ^vill  be  between  and  1°  north  of  7}  and  fJi  Geminorum;  October  18th  it  will  be 
94;°  south  of  Castor,  and  on  the  25th,  5=^  37'  south  of  Pollux.  When  a planet  is  north  or  south 
of  a star,  a straight  line  drawn  from  the  North  Star  runs  through  both,  whether  they  be  in  the 
meridian  or  not. 

Jupiter. — Jupiter  Avill  be  morning  star  until  April  21st,  when  it  is  90°  west  of  the  Sun; 
then  evening  star  the  rest  of  the  year.  It  is  in  the  southern  signs  yet,  but  is  moving  north- 
ward. See  the  engraving  of  its  positions  and  path. 

Saturn. — Saturn  Avill  be  morning  star  until  January  31st,  being  then  90®  west  of  the 
Sun;  then  evening  star  until  November  7th,  when  it  is  in  conjunction  with  the  Sun,  and 
invisible ; then  morning  star  the  rest  of  the  year.  It  will  be  in  Libra  this  year.  See  the 
engraving  of  its  path  and  positions. 

Mercury. — Mercury  will  be  visible  in  the  west  soon  after  sunset,  about  March  23d,  July 
20th,  and  November  15th;  also  in  the  east  just  before  sunrise,  about  January  16th,  May  14th, 
September  9th,  and  December  30th,  being  at  those  times  at  its  greatest  brilliancy. 

Notable  Days. — Ash-Wednesday,  February  14;  1st  Sunday  in  Lent,  February  18;  Good 
Friday,  March  30;  Easter  Sunday,  April  1;  Logation,  May  C;  Ascension,  May  10,  Pentecost, 
May  20;  Trinity,  May  27;  Advent,  December  2. 

Shooting  Stars. — Of  shooting  stars,  there  is  an  average  of  from  five  to  seven  visible 
every  hour  on  a clear  night.  They  arc  stray  visitants  in  contradistinction  to  the  prodigious 
swarms  of  November  and  August,  which  observation  during  twenty-five  years  lias  decided 
to  be  accurately  returning  phenomena.  They  are  much  more  numerous  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year,  when  the  earth  is  passing  from  summer  to  winter,  from  aphelion  to  peri- 
helion. The  same  increase  of  number  in  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  is  observable  in  the 
appearance  of  fire-balls  and  aerolites.  Now  by  what  theory  can  we  account  for  this  uniform 
return  of  meteors  in  each  year  ? The  theory  generally  accepted  is,  that  there  is  a ring  or 
annulus  of  small  bodies  revolving  with  planetary  velocity  about  the  sun , that  the  bodies  in 
question  are  distributed  very  unevenly  in  the  ring,  there  being  a small  section  of  the  ring 
where  the  bodies  are  numerous,  with  a few  stragglers  scattered  along  the  rest  of  its  circuit ; 
that  the  earth  passes  through  the  ring  every  year,  and  each  year  in  a new  place-  and  that  it 
passes  through  that  part  of  the  ring  in  which  the  planets  are  most  numerous  once  in  about 
33  years.  When  the  bodies  composing  this  a.ssurned  ring  come  within  the  limits  of  our 
atmosphere,  they  are  rendered  visible  to  us  as  shooting-stars  or  fire-balls.  Prof.  Newton 
and  Mr.  Archibald  Herschel  have  concluded  independently  that  shooting-stars  commence  at 
70  miles  and  disappear  at  50  miles  above  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  velocity  of  their  pas- 
sage through  the  air  is  38.7  miles,  or  nearly  40  miles  per  second.  We  have  reason  to  expect 
a shower  in  1866,  since  the  cycle  of  33.25  years  is  probably  to  be  reckoned  from  some  date 
between  November  in  1832  and  in  1833. 

New  Planets  and  Comets. — The  discovery  of  three  new  asteroidal  planets  has  been 
announced  during  the  year  1864,  making  the  whole  number  now  recognized  eighiy-two.  The 
eightieth  asteroid  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Pogson  of  the  observatory  of  Madi-as,  India.  It  has 
received  the  name  of  Sappho.  The  eighty-fu'st  asteroid  was  discovered  September  30.  by  Air. 
Tempel  of  Marseilles,  France.  It  has  received  the  name  of  Terpsichore.  The  eighty -second 
asteroid  was  discovered  November  27,  by  M.  Luther  of  Bilk,  Germany  It  has  received  the 
name  of  Alcmena.  Five  new  comets  have  been  discovered  during  the  year  1864:  but  none 
of  them  exhibited  any  special  features  of  interest. 

Distance  of  Sirius. — The  absolute  intensity  of  the  light  of  Sirius  has  been  estimated  at 
224  times  that  of  the  sun;  and  its  parallax,  amounting  to  0".23,  gives  lor  its  distance  fiom 
the  earth-  the  probable  number  of  52,000,000,000  of  leagues.  It  follows  that  we  do  not  see 
the  Sirius  of  to-day,  but  of  22  years  ago;  the  ray  of  light  that  we  receive  to-day  fiaving  been 
emitted  by  the  star  about  1844. 
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I.  A partial  eclipse  of  the  Sun  March  16  th.  Invisible  in  the  United  States.  Visible  in 
Siberia,  Behrings  Straits,  and  the  north  Polar  region. 

II.  A total  eclipse  of  the  Moon  in  the  evening  of  March  30th  and  morning  of  March  31st. 
Visible  throughout  the  American  continent.  Size  of  eclipse,  17.04  digits.  For  the  times  of 
its  phases,  see  the  annexed  table. 


TABLE  OF  THE  ECLIPSE  OF  THE  MOON  MABCH  30  AND  31. 


Principal  places. 

Begins 
eve.  30th. 

Total, 
eve.  30th. 

! End  of  total 
eclipse, 
morn.  31st. 

End  of 
eclipse, 
morn.  Slst. 

Principal  places. 

Begins 
eve.  30th. 

1 

Total, 
eve.  30th. 

End  of  total 
eclipse, 
eve.  Soth. 

End  of 
eclipse, 
morn.  3ist. 

Halifax,  N.  S.  ---- 

H.  M. 

10  23 

H.  M. 

11  30 

H.  M. 

1 9 

H.  M. 

2 15 

Chagres,  N.  G.  - - - 

H.  M 

9 17 

II.  M. 

10  24 

H.  M. 

30  th,  ev 

11.  HI. 

1 9 

Brunswick,  Me.  - - 

9 58 

11  5 

D 44 

1 50 

Columbia,  S.  C.  -- 

9 13 

10  20 

11  59 

1 5 

Boston,  Mass. 

9 53 

11  0 

0 39 

1 45 

St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

9 11 

10  18 

11  57 

1 3 

Quebec,  C.  E. 

9 52 

10  59 

0 38 

1 44 

Columbus,  Ohio-- 

9 5 

10  12 

11  51 

0 57 

Newport,  R.  I. 

9 52 

10  59 

0 38 

1 44 

Cincinnati,  Ohio- 

9 0 

10  7 

11  46 

0 52 

Montpelier,  Vt.  - - - 

9 47 

10  54 

0 33 

1 39 

Tallahassee,  Fla.  - 

8 59 

10  6 

11  45 

0 51 

Hartford,  Conn.  - - 

9 47 

10  54 

0 33 

1 39 

Frankfort,  Ky.  - - - 

8 59 

10  6 

11  45 

0 51 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

9 42 

10  49 

0 28 

1 34 

Louisville,  Ky.  - - - 

8 55 

10  2 

11  41 

0 47 

New  York 

9 41 

10  48 

0 27 

1 63 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

8 53 

10  0 

11  39 

0 45 

Trenton,  N.  J. 

9 39 

10  46 

0 25 

1 31 

Nashville,  Tenn.  - - 

8 50 

9 57 

11  36 

0 42 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

9 37 

10  44 

0 23 

1 29 

Chicago,  111.  - 

8 47 

9 54 

11  33 

0 39 

Baltimore,  Md.-  -- 

9 31 

10  38 

0 17 

1 23 

Springfield,  Wis.- 

8 39 

9 46 

11  25 

0 31 

Auburn,  N.  Y. 

9 31 

10  38 

0 17 

1 23 

New  Orleans,  La.  - 

8 37 

9 44 

11  23 

0 29 

Harrisburg,  Pa.-  - 

9 30 

10  37 

0 16 

1 22 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

8 36 

9 43 

11  22 

0 28 

Kingston,  C.  W.  - - 

9 30 

10  37 

0 16 

1 22 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  - 

8 32 

9 39 

11  18 

0 24 

Washington,  D.  C. 

9 29 

10  36 

0 15 

1 21 

Iowa  City,  Iowa  - - 

8 30 

9 37 

11  16 

0 22 

Canandaigua,  N.Y. 

§ 28 

10  35 

0 14 

1 201 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  - 

8 29 

9 36 

11  15 

0 21 

Petersburg,  Va.--- 

9 28 

10  35 

0 14 

1 20 

Vera  Cruz,  Mex.  - - 

8 13 

9 20 

10  59 

0 5 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  - • 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  - - - - 

9 26 
9 22 

10  33 
10  29 

0 12 
0 8 

1 18 
1 14 

Austin,  Texas  - - - - 

8 6 

9 13 

10  52 

cv.30th 
11  58 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

9 22 

10  29 

0 8 

1 14 

Mexico --- 

8 1 

9 8 

10  47 

11  53 

Toronto,  C.  W.  - - - 

9 20 

10  27 

0 6 

1 12 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.  - - 

7 33 

8 40 

10  13 

11  25 

Georgetown,  S.  C. 

9 20 

10  27 

0 6 

1 12| 

Oregon  City,  Or. 

6 33 

7 40 

9 19 

10  25 

Panama,  N.  G.  --- 

9 20 

10  27 

0 6 

1 12! 

Monterey,  Cal.  - - 

6 30 

7 37 

9 16 

10  22 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

9 17 

10  24 

0 6 

1 .9! 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

6 27 

7 34 

9 13 

10  19 

Charleston,  S.  C.  - 

9 17 

10  24 

0 6 

1 91 

Astoria,  Oregon  - - 

6 22 

7 29 

9 8 

10  14 

III.  A partial  eclipse  of  the  Sun  April  15th.  Invisible  in  America,  but  visible  in  the 
Indian  Ocean  and  southern  Australia. 

IV.  A total  eclipse  of  the  Moon  September  24th,  early  in  the  morning.  Invisible  in  the 
United  States  except  along  its  western  boundary.  Size,  19.404  digits.  At  San  Francisco  it 
begins  at  4 o’clock  9m.  morning.  It  becomes  total  at  5h.  9m.  Middle  of  total  eclipse  at 
6h.  57m.  The  moon  sets  totally  eclipsed  about  sunrise. 

V.  A partial  eclipse  of  the  Sun  October  8th,  in  the  morning,  at  the  time  of  new  moon. 
This  will  be  visible  in  British  America  and  New  England,  and  in  New  York  state  except  its 
south-western  portion,  but  its  size  will  be  very  small.  Its  southern  limit  of  visibility  will  be 
a line  running  from  the  straits  of  Mackinaw  to  Toronto,  Owego,  Port  Jervis,  and  Fire  Island. 
Along  this  line  the  eclipse  will  be  a mere  contact  of  limbs,  and  in  New  England  it  will  be 
from  ^ to  I of  a digit  in  size.  At  Boston  it  begins  at  llh.  19m.  morning,  and  ends  at  Oh. 
22m.  p.  M.  At  Portland  it  begins  at  llh.  17m.,  and  ends  at  Oh.  27m.  At  Quebec  it  begins  at 
llh.  3m.,  and  ends  at  Oh.  23m.  p.  m. 


JS^UIXOXGS  AND  SOIiSTIC£S. 

D.  H.  M.  - D.  H.  M. 

Vernal  Equinox March  20,  2 46  eve.  1 Autumnal  Equinox Sept.  23,  1 43  mo. 

Summer  Solstice June  21,  11  26  mo.  I Winter  Solstice Dec.  21,  7 42  eve. 
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This  eclipse  begins  on  the  Earth  at  3h.  42m.  18s.  p.  m.,  Washington  time,  in  long.  1410 
32.4'  W.,  and  lat.  50®  7.1'  N.  Greatest  eclipse  at  4h.  43.1m.  p.  m.,  in  long.  153®  49.1'  W.,  and 
lat  720  7.7/  Eclipse  ends  on  the  earth  at  6h.  43.5m.  p.  m.,  in  long.  140  18.4'  W.,  and  lat. 
850  4o.4f  N.  Magnitude,  2.62  digits. 


MAP  OP  THE  PARTIAIj  SOLAR  ECLIPSE,  APRIL  15. 


This  eclipse  begins  in  the  Indian  Ocean  at  Oh.  3.4m.  a.  m.,  in  long.  2490  32.C'  W.,  lat. 
640  67.5'  S.  Greatest  eclipse  at  Ih.  43.5m.,  Washington  time,  in  long.  14GO  22.2'  W.,  and  lat. 
710  29'  S.  It  ends  in  Australia  and  upon  the  Earth  at  3h.  23.9m.  a.  m.;  at  Washington,  In 
long.  1470  36.7'  W.,  and  lat.  340  13.8' S.  Magnitude,  7.9G8  digits. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 

MAP  OF  THE  PARTIAIi  SOLAR  ECLIPSE,  OCTOBER  8. 


This  eclipse  begins  on  the  Earth  at  9h.  43.7m.  a.  m.,  Washington  mean  time,  in  long. 
430  56.3"  W.,  and  lat.  68°  19.9'  N.  The  eclipse  is  greatest  at  llh.  35.7m.  a.  m.,  in  long.  2850 
47'  W.,  and  lat.  720  2.8'  K It  ends  on  the  Earth  at  Ih.  28.1m.  p.  m.,  in  long.  299°  18.6'  W., 
and  lat.  340  41.6'  N.  Magnitude,  6.84  digits. 


THE  TOTAL  LUNAR  ECLIPSE  OF  MARCH  30;  SHOWING  THE 
POINTS  OP  BEGINNING  AND  END  OF  ECLIPSE. 


The  first  contact  of  the  shadow  with  the  Moon’s  edge  will  be  98C>  from  the  north  point 
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towards  the  east,  and  the  last  contact  towards  the  west.  A line  drawn  from  the  Moon’s 
centre  to  the  North  Star  will  always  run  through  the  north  point  of  the  Moon. 


THE  TOTAIi  I.UNAR  ECLIPSE  OP  SEPTEMBER  34;  SHOWING 
THE  POINTS  OF  INGRESS  AND  EGRESS  OF  THE  SHADOW. 


First  contact  80O  from  north  point  towards  the  east,  and  the  last  1160  from  north  jioint 
towards  the  west. 


PHASES  OF  VENUS,  1866, 


6 THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 


TRACK  OF  JUPITER  FOR  1866;  SHOWING  ITS  OIRECT  AND 
RETROGRADE  MOTIONS,  AND  ITS  CONJUNCTIONS. 


THE  TRACK  OP  SATURN  FOR  1866 ; SHOWING  ITS  DIRECT  AND 
BACKWARD  MOTIONS,  CONJUNCTIONS,  ETC. 


PUANETARY  CONJUNCTIONS  WITH  THE  MOON. 


Month. 

Mercu- 

ry. 

Venus. 

Mars. 

Jupi- 

ter. 

Saturn 

Month. 

Mercu- 

ry. 

Venus. 

Mars. 

J npi- 
ter. 

Saturn. 

D. 

n. 

n. 

T>. 

n. 

D. 

D. 

i>. 

D. 

D. 

January  - - - 

14 

15 

15 

15 

10 

July 

13 

14 

7 

26 

19 

February- 

14 

15 

13 

12 

6 

August 

11 

13 

4 

22 

16 

March 

17  , 

16 

15 

12 

6 

September - 

7 

12 

2 

18 

12 

April 

14 

15 

12 

8 . 

2-29 

October  --- 

8 

12 

1-29 

16 

10 

May--- 

12 

15 

10 

6 

26 

November  - 

8 

10 

25 

13 

7 

June 

12 

14 

8- 

2-29 

22 

December  - 

7 

7 

23 

10 

4 

THE  CY  CUES,  ETC. 

The  year  1866  is  the  second  after  leap-year,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  90th,  and  beginning 
of  the  91st  year  of  American  Independence;  the  6,579th  of  the  Juhan  Period;  the  6,626-7th 
of  the  Jewish  era;  the  2,6l9th  of  Rome;  the  2,642d  of  the  Olympiads;  the  2,I78th  of  the  Se- 
leucidae;  the  1,283d  of  Mohammed,  which  begins  May  16th.  The  Jewish  year  6,627  begins 
September  10.  Dominical  Letter,  O;  Epact,  14;  Golden  Number,  5;  Solar  Cycle,  27;  Roman 
Indiction,  9;  Dionysian  Period,  195. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN.  ALMANAC 


ad  MONTH.  FEBRUARY,  1866. 


as  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merit!, 
or  noon  murk. 

D. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D 

H.  U.  S. 

Third  Quarter  • • • • 

7 

2 55  ev. 

2 43  ev. 

2 31  ev. 

2 19  ev. 

1 

15  l.‘i 

New  Moon 

VT 

5 29  mo. 

5 17  mo. 

5 5 mo. 

4 53  mo. 

9 

12  14  30 

First  Quarter  • • - • 
22d.* 

21 

* 4 mo. 

11  52  ev. 

11  40  ev. 

11  28  ev. 

17 

25 

12  14  16 
12  13  16 

I?  o « 

2 1 1 i 

^ 5 a -3 

5 - H a * 

£3  f a 1 

< 3 5 ->i  1 

o 0 r ••• 

5 *a  0 a 

< a 4)  a 

S u < 

Q 

H.  W. 
ch’tok. 

. T-ii-tcoooi'm-^cocJOc::  vc  ‘o  ocdcmo— iCMf^  •OiOoocDcDt^<T5 

S'^CM‘CCOi-1  TCrj'TT'^COCOCMr--'  -^CM^-t  0£»0  r-i»— >.-h  o 

^OOCiOO^  ^Ot-'cMCOrj'OCOt-CXJOOOO— gOCMCt-^OOCO 

MOON 

SETS. 

.OOOt^r-(  -TCI-CIOO  '-OCX)  OTrC5rrC:C5  ACCCOCMOMO 

SCO'.-CCMt-^t-^S  OrTTCCOCM  -CMCMCMCOCOCOgrrrT-veOCM  m 

gOO*-HCMCOTf<i.'5'^COl>(X)CiO^  |o.-HC'^C0TrO  2 

SUN 

SETS. 

.iCO'TTrOCDl'-CX)050-H(MCOTTVO«Ot^U000050*— CMCO-rOCOt^OO 

* CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  ro  CO  CO  TT  ^ TT  TT  Tt  Tt  ^ O O CT.  o o o o o o 

* o »0  VCO  O '-O'  ‘CO  CO  VO  O 'O  »0  to  »0  to  »0  '.o  O to  VO  to  O 'O  '.o  '.o  o o o o 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


4th  MONTH.  APRIL,  18G6. 


30  DAYS. 
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5tli  MONTH. 
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THE  FAxMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


Oth  MOXTH. 


JU^IE,  1866. 


30  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


loth  MONTH.  OCTOBER,  1866. 
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j nth  MOBTTH.  NOVEMBER,  1866c  30  days.  I 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


lath  MONTH.  DECEMBER,  18G6.  31  days. 


MOOA’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 
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In  the 
early  grey 
of  the  morning  of 
I the  12th  of  Ai)ril, 

1861,  the  roar  of  a mortar  and 
the  shriek  of  a shell,  followed 
by  the  thunder  of  fifty  heavy  cannon, 
warned  the  little  garrison  of  fort  Sumter 
that  their  stay  was  short.  It  was  treason’s 
first  blow  at  the  national  flag.  Charleston  was 
drunk  with  excitement.  Thousands  flocked  to 
her  quays  and  crowded  her  streets  in  proud  exultation  ; the  bells 
pealed  a merry  chime,  and  cheers  rent  the  air.  All  day,  as  the 
bombardment  went  on,  the  city  was  gay  and  festive  as  a holiday. 
Nine  times  the  flag  was  hit ; but  not  a star  went  out.  The  ninth 
time,  and  ‘‘the  flag  is  struck  down.”  A brave  man  dashed  for- 
ward, and  nailing  it  to  the  broken  staff,  boldly  planted  it  upon 
the  ramparts.  The  unequal  contest  could  not  long  hold  out. 
The  incessant  rain  of  red-hot  shot  and  shell  set  fire  to  the  little  for- 
tress. Witliin,  it  glowed  like  a furnace.  Its  brave  defenders,  amid 
the  crashing  of  mortar,  the  crumbhng  of  brick,  and  the  hot  flames, 
scorched,  suffocating,  and  starving,  with  no  hope  of  reinforcement, 
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surrendered  at  last  to  their  rebel  foe.  With  colors  flying,  drums  beat- 
ing, and  a salute  of  fifty  guns,  the  stars  and  stripes  were  lowered, 
and  Major  Anderson  with  his  gallant  band  evacuated  the  fort. 

Who  does  not  remember  the  throbs  and  throes  of  the  nation  when 
the  wires  flashed  the  news  east,  west,  north,  and  south  ? The  gov- 
ernor of  South  Carolina  was  serenaded.  With  words  of  triumphant 
congratulation  he  addressed  the  crowd.  “We  have  humbled  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,”  he  cned,‘“and  it  is  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  country  that  it  has  been  humbled.  It  has  triumphed  for  sev- 
enty years ; but  to-day  it  has  been  humbled,  and  humbled  before  the 
glorious  little  state  of  South  Carolina ; and  under  the  protection  of 
Providence  and  the  orders  of  Gen.  Beauregard,  you  will  have  the 
proud  gratification  of  seeing  the  palmetto  flag  raised  upon  that  fortress, 
and  the  Confederate  flag  of  these  free  and  independent  states  side  by 
side  with  it ; and  they  shall  float  there  for  ever,  in  defiance  of  any  'power 
that  man  can  bring  (gainst  z7.”  The  air  was  filled  with  frenzied  and 
exultant  shouts. 

Wherefore  did  South  Carolina  enter  on  this  bloody  contest  ? Her 
own  answer  is  clear  and  explicit:  For  no  other  purpose  than  to  main- 
tain an  aristocracy  through  the  institution  of  slavery.  But  was  slav- 
ery thus  to  triumph?  was  it  to  split  this  noble  and  beautiful  land  in 
two,  and  set  up  its  hideous  power  over  the  best  and  largest  half  ? No, 
no  ! From  all  the  rivers  and  valleys  of  the  free  states  rang  out.  No, 
no ! From  the  farm  and  the  workshop.  No,  no  ! From  the  fireside 
and  the  hillside,  No,  no  ! From  the  sanctuary  and  the  school.  No,  no  ! 
From  the  legislative  hall  and  the  log-cabin.  No,  no  ! God  forbid  ! 

“To  arms  ! to  arms  !”*  Brave  men,  with  burning  hearts,  hurried 
to  the  call.  Husbands  and  brothers,  fathers  and  sons  left  their  all  to 
rally  around  the  dear  old  flag.  From  chapel  and  closet,  from  homes 
and  hearts,  prayer  like  a cloud  went  up  to  God  for  his  blessing  on  the 
national  cause.  Four  long  years  of  civil  war!  Milhons  mourn  for 
their  slain.  Our  soil  is  red  with  blood.  Towns  and  villages  have  been 
razed,  fruitful  fields  turned  to  deserts,  whole  states  ravaged  by  aveng- 
ing armies;  dark,  breathless,  terrible  days.  But  through  it  all,  the  old 
flag,  blessed  be  God,  slowly  yet  surely  wins  the  day.  City  after  city, 
and  fortress  after  fortress,  robbed  from  the  nation,  faUs  before  its 
steady  advance  ; and  on  the  18th  of  February,  1865,  the  rebel  flag  is 
struck  from  Sumter.  Ah,  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  left  a just 
and  righteous  God  out  of  his  calculations  when  he  proclaimed  that  the 
flag  of  slavery  should  “float  for  ever,  in  defiance  of  any  power  that 
man  could  bring  against  it.  ” 

The  14th  of  April,  the  anniversary  of  Sumter’s  surrender,  comes 
round.  Four  years,  and  what  now  ? Charleston  is  in  ruins  ; desola- 
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tion  is  brooding  over  her  habitations;  dismay  has  come  upon  the 
hearts  of  those  who  plotted  treason  in  her  streets  ; and  the  crowds  who 
rejoiced  in  it  are  peeled  and  scattered  and  dead.  But  there  are  sounds 
of  jubilee  in  the  air.  The  harbor  is  full  of  vessels  in  gay  attire ; gun- 
boats and  monitors  are  dressed  in  bunting ; thousands,  with  glowing 
hearts,  are  standing  on  the  crumbled  and  demolished  parapets  of  Sum- 
ter— to  witness  what  ? The  restoration  to  its  old  place  on  the  fort  of 
the  very  flag  which  the  gallant  Anderson  lowered  before  the  traitorous 
foe.  He  had  well  kept  the  seamed  and  seared  charge.  It  was  now 
dear  to  him  as  life  and  honor.  “And  now  I am  privileged,”  he  said, 
“to  fulfil  this  wish  of  my  heart  cherished  through  four  years  of  bloody 
war.  Thank  God,  I have  hved  to  see  this  day.  My  heart  is  filled  with 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  signal  blessings  which  he  has  given 
us— blessings  beyond  number.  May  aU  the  world  proclaim,  ‘ Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  on  earth  peace,  good-will  towards  men  ” and  seiz- 
ing the  halliards,  Gen.  Anderson  ran  up  the  flag.  As  its  crimson  folds 
kissed  the  breeze,  tears  of  joy  brimmed  all  eyes,  shouts  of  joy  rent  the 
air — the  dear  old  flag,  tattered  and  battered,  but  not  dishonored,  only 
consecrated  anew  with  the  blood  of  hberty.  As  it  reached  its  heights, 
Sumter  fired  a salute  of  a hundred  guns,  while  Moultrie,  Putnam,  and 
Johnson  boomed  their  joy  over  the  dethroned  rebellion. 

“When  our  flag  came  down,”  said  the  distinguished  orator  of  the 
day,  ‘ ‘ four  years  it  lay  brooding  in  darkness.  In  that  seclusion  it  ded- 
icated itself  to  liberty.  When  it  went  down,  four  millions  of  people  had 
no  flag.  To-day  it  rises,  and  four  millions  of  people  cry  out,  ‘ Behold 
our  flag  !’  It  is  a gospel  to  the  poor ; it  heals  our  broken  hearts  ; it 
preaches  deliverance  to  the  captive  ; it  gives  sight  to  the  bhnd  ; it  sets 
at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised.  No  more  disunion,  no  more  seces- 
sion, no  more  slaveiy.” 

In  the  name  of  God,  we  lift  up  our  banner  and  dedicate  it  to  peace, 
reunion,  and  liberty,  now  and  for  evermore.  And  let  all  the  people 
say.  Amen. 

Never  let  me  forget  that  there  is  nothing  really  desirable  but  the 
favor  of  God  and  true  holiness.  Every  thing  else  brings  cares,  trouble, 
and  dangers.  Woe  is  me.  I never  went  into  vain  company,  but  I fell 
into  sin,  either  by  conformity  to  the  world,  or  by  want  of  charity,  or 
by  a carnal  mind.  Mrs.  Fry. 

Let  the  Christian  learn  to  make  a distinction  between  cheerfulness 
and  levity.  Remember  we  are  commanded  to  avoid  foolish  talking  and 
jesting,  and  that  it  is  possible  to  be  happy,  cheerful,  affable,  and  kind, 
without  any  trifling  or  levity. 
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Come  and  look  at  a map  of  the  world,  and, see  what  a tale  it  teUs. 
Which  are  the  countries  where  the  greatest  amount  of  ignorance,  super- 
stition, immorality,  and  tyranny  is  to  be  found  at  this  very  moment  V 
The  countries  in  which  the  Bible  is  a forbidden  or  neglected  book ; 
such  countries  as  Italy  and  Spain  and  the  South  American  states. 
Which  are  the  countries  where  liberty  and  public  and  private  morality 
have  attained  the  highest  pitch  ? The  countries  where  the  Bible  is  free 
to  all,  like  England,  Scotland,  and  the  United  States.  Yes,  when  you 
know  how  a nation  deals  with  the  Bible,  you  may  generally  know  what 
a nation  is.  Oh  that  the  rulers  of  some  nations  did  but  know  that  a 
free  Bible  is  the  grand  secret  of  national  prosperity,  and  that  the  surest 
way  to  make  subjects  orderly  and  obedient,  is  to  allow  a free  passage  to 
the  living  waters  of  God’s  word.  Oh  that  the  people  of  some  countries 
did  but  see  that  a free  Bible  is  the  beginning  of  all  real  freedom,  and 
that  the  first  liberty  they  should  seek  after  is  liberty  for  the  apostles 
and  prophets — liberty  to  have  a Bible  in  every  house  and  a Bible  in 
every  hand.  Well  said  Hooper,  God  in  heaven  and  the  king  on  earth 
have  no  gi’eater  friend  than  the  Bible.  ” It  is  a striking  fact,  that  when 
British  sovereigns  are  crowned,  they  are  publicly  presented  with  the 
Bible,  and  told,  “This  book  is  the  most  valuable  thing  this  world 
affords.” 


“As  I grow  older,”  says  a distinguished  preacher,  “I  do  not  recede 
from  a sense  of  the  need  of  theology,  but  I intensify  in  my  conception 
of  the  need  of  the  simple  virtues,  as  they  are  called,  and  of  no  one  more 
than  that  of  truth,  not  only  in  the  inward  parts,  but  outwardly  in  the 
work.  The  habit  of  yea,  yea,  and  nay,  nay,  is  but  very  poorly  formed 
in  this  country.  All  throughout  the  national  character  the  habit  of  not 
waiting  to  think  before  using  words,  the  habit  of  saying  one  thing  and 
meaning  another,  the  habit  of  equivocation,  of  half-speaking,  of  exag- 
geration, of  suppression,  is  fearfully  prevalent.  And  I hold  that  among 
the  things  that  should  occupy  the  attention  of  Sabbath-schools  and 
common  schools  and  pulpits,  is  the  indoctrination  of  this  people  in  the 
necessity  and  simplicity  and  beauty  of  speaking  the  truth  always^ 


We  all  of  us  have  two  educations,  one  of  which  we  receive  from 
others ; another,  and  the  most  valuable,  which  we  give  ourselves.  It  is 
this  last  which  fixes  our  grade  in  society,  and  eventually  our  actual 
value  in  this  life,  and  perhaps  our  fate  hereafter. 


Many  are  fond  of  ministers  who  are  not  fond  of  Christ.  McCheyne. 
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Nor  is  fire  tlie  least  of  ocean  perils.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  hor- 
rors  of  a ship  on  fire.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  August, 
1848,  that  the  ship  New  World,  Capt.  E.  Knight,  weighed  anchor  in 
the  Mersey,  off  Liverpool,  and  went  down  the  river.  A few  moments 
after,  the  Ocean  Monarch,  commanded  by  Capt.  Murdock,  bound  to 
Boston,  also  weighed  anchor,  and  proceeded  a little  in  advance  of  the 
New  World  down  the  channel.  They  were  two  of  the  finest  and  largest 
ships  afloat,  both  having  able  commanders,  efficient  officers  and  crews, 
and  filled  with  emigrants.  Evidently  there  was  to  be  a trial  between 
them  this  voyage,  to  determine  which  of  the  two  could  beat ; the  ships 
were  so  nearly  ahke  in  build  and  tonnage,  that  only  some  favoring  cir- 
cumstances could  make  one  a victor. 

It  was  about  12  o’clock  when  one  of  the  passengers  on  the  New 
World  discovered  the  Ocean  Monarch  several  miles  on  the  larboard 
quarter,  apparently  enveloped  in  smoke.  Could  she  he  on  fire?  Pres- 
ently Capt.  Knight  and  his  officers  examined  her  with  a glass.  ‘ ‘ Is 
the  Ocean  Monarch  on  fire  ?”  ^‘It  is  nothing  else,”  replied  the  cap- 
tain. Horrible  ! On  fire,  with  more  than  three  hundred  souls  on 
board  ! By  this  time  the  whole  aft  was  enveloped  in  smoke  and  flame, 
and  the  flames  were  advancing  forward  with  awful  rapidity. 

The  New  World  stood  for  the  burning  wreck.  “Never  while  mem- 
ory lasts  can  I forget  that  awful  hour,”  exclaims  a passenger  on  the 
New  World.  “As  our  ship  neared  the  burning  vessel,  we  could  dis- 
tinctly see  the  flames  approaching  the  bow,  and  crowding  the  horrified 
passengers  forward,  until  they  were  huddled  together  in  heaps,  like 
sheep  for  the  slaughter.  As  soon  as  we  were  near  enough  the  scene  of 
disaster,  Capt.  Knight  sent  his  boats,  one  a life-boat,  with  orders  not 
to  return  while  there  was  a living  being  on  the  burning  ship.  Though 
we  had  been  out  so  short  a time,  the  captain  an  hour  before  had  had 
the  boats  put  in  perfect  order.  The  oars  were  all  in  the  boats  and 
fastened,  and  the  india-rubber  buoys  of  the  life-boat  freshly  inflated ; 
every  thing  in  readiness  for  immediate  use.  The  captain  afterwards 
said  he  hardly  knew  how  it  was  that  he  attended  to  this  business  so 
directly  on  leaving  port.  But  the  great  All-Father  knew ; for  these 
boats,  manned  by  brave  seamen,  saved  scores  of  human  beings  from 
inevitable  death  both  by  fire  and  water.  Beneath  the  decks  the  fire 
spread  like  a raging  volcano,  while  the  flames  leaped  and  roared 
through  the  rigging.  The  wheel-house  being  soon  destroyed,  access 
to  the  rudder  was  cut  off,  and  in  consequence  the  ship  became  unman- 
ageable. Under  these  circumstances  they  let  go  her  anchor,  which 
held  her  fast  in  one  position.  But  so  intense  was  the  heat,  that  the 
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huge  iron  cable  was  red  hot  for  some  feet ; and  there  being  a heavy 
sea,  it  was  extremely  dangerous  for  the  boats  to  go  near  her.  When 
the  mainmast  and  foremast  fell,  carrying  away  the  rigging  connected 
with  the  bowsprit,  many  poor  creatures  fell  into  the  ocean,  like  apples 
from  the  Hmb  of  a tree  when  shaken,  most  of  whom  perished.  Such 
was  the  progress  of  the  flames,  that  others  who  stood  upon  the  forecas- 
tle were  suddenly  precipitated  into  the  burning  mass  beneath  them, 
and  consumed.  ” 

The  fire,  it  was  thought,  originated  from  a pipe.  There  had  been 
smoking  among  the  emigrants,  which  as  soon  as  known  was  strictly 
forbidden.  And  it  was  instantaneous.  Five  minutes  after  it  was  dis- 
covered, the  whole  stern  of  the  ship  was  in  flames.  One  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  persons  perished.  Two  hundred  and  eighteen  were 
saved  by  the  heroic  and  timely  efforts  of  tiie  boats  and  other  craft 
which  came  to  the  rescue. 


We  stopped  at  Buffalo.  A good  man  had  just  died  there,  whose 
generous  devotion  to  the  cause  of  temperance  three  of  our  large  cities 
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wiU  not  soon  forget ; liis  piety  all  men  honored,  and  his  death-bed  had 
been  the  opening  door  of  heaven.  He  had  gone  out  in  early  life  from 
“the  old  church  at  home.’' 

In  the  next  large  city,  we  unexpectedly  met  a young  man  who  for 
several  years  had  been  a serious  hearer  of  the  word  of  God  in  ‘ ‘ the  old 
church  at  home,”  and  for  the  few  last  months  of  his  stay  that  word  had 
seemed  to  lay  hold  of  his  conscience  with  unusual  power.  He  went 
west.  What  of  you  now  ? we  asked  ; and  we  learned  with  a glad  sur- 
prise that  he  was  the  newly-elected  deacon  of  a church,  and  one  of  five 
in  building  a new  house  of  worship.  The  stamp  of  our  church  must 
have  been  on  his  religious  character.  What  is  it  ? is  the  startling 
question.  The  young  are  going  out  from  us,  bearing  our  impress,  and 
restamping  it  upon  other  communities.  Is  it  that  of  sound,  scriptural 
piety  ? 

We  next  found  ourselves  in  the  cottage  home  of  a toiling  mission- 
ary in  the  service  of  the  Sunday-school  Union,  and  in  part  supported 
by  our  children  of  “the  old  church  at  home.”  We  accepted  a seat  in 
his  wagon  to  visit  his  log-cabin  Sabbath -schools  among  the  timber. 
And  when  we  saw  how  he  was  scattering  Bibles  in  godless  neighbor- 
hoods, setting  up  libraries  in  booldess  clearings,  stirring  up  the  con- 
sciences of  stray  and  almost  gi’aceless  Christians,  gathering  great  fami- 
lies of  children  under  Sabbath  influences,  we  felt  there  was  power  in 
the  pennies  from  “the  old  church  at  home ;”  and  we  wish  all  the  chil- 
dren could  see  how  the  rills  of  their  little  charities  are  gurgling  over 
the  prairies  in  streams  of  healing  and  redeeming  power. 

Hundreds  of  miles  further  west,  and  we  worshipped  on  the  Sabbath 
in  a large  and  flourishing  church.  Tarrying  at  the  services  of  the 
school,  we  recognized  in  the  superintendent  the  fervent  tones  and  illu- 
minated countenance  of  a Christian  friend  who  once  sat  by  our  side  in 
“the  old  church  at  home.”  He  too  was  planted  in  a young  western 
city,  the  active  and  untiring  upholder  of  the  sanctuary,  the  Sabbath- 
school,  the  prayer-meeting,  and  aU  the  rehgious  associations  which  fol- 
low in  their  wake  to  bless  and  elevate  the  world. 

We  find  ourselves  in  the  interior  of  Wisconsin,  on  one  of  the  great 
wheat  tracts  of  the  west.  A little  church  had  been  gathered  on  the 
borders  of  the  prairie,  of  fourteen  members.  Eight  belong  to  one  fam- 
ily— brothers,  sisters,  father,  and  mother.  We  went  to  the  house  of 
one  of  these  brothers,  a log-cabin  of  one  room,  with  a chimney  of 
stones  outside,  and  in  the  sturdy  proprietor  we  beheld  a Sabbath-school 
teacher,  a subscriber  to  some  of  the  best  journals  in  the  country,  a 
tract-distributer,  and  a Christian  who  does  not  shrink  from  walking 
five  miles  in  bad  weather  to  a little  prayer-meeting.  He  too  went  out 
from  our  “old  church  at  home.”  And  thus  the  churches  in  the  east 
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are  scattering  broadcast  over  the  west,  men,  Christian  men  and  Chris- 
tian women,  to  be  representatives  of  their  piety  and  doctrines  to  new 
communities,  towns,  and  cities — scions  of  the  parent  stock  taking  root 
in  new  soils,  to  bear  fruit  of  its  kind,  to  enrich  or  to  imbitter  the  land. 

In  the  Hght  of  this  great  fact,  how  anxious  should  we  be  to  main- 
tain uncorrupted  doctrine,  scriptural  piety,  and  intelligent  zeal  in  ‘ ‘ the 
old  churches  at  home.” 


Harry  was  the  only  son  of  his  mother,  and  she  was'  a widow.  In- 
deed he  was  her  all,  and  aU  that  a dutiful  and  loving  son  could  be. 
When  the  war  broke  out,  Harry  did  not  answer  the  President’s  call ; 
but  his  soul  was  stirred  to  its  very  depths,  for  his  country  was  his  pride 
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and  joy.  He  had  travelled  far  and  wide — in  the  western  clearings, 
among  the  pineries  of  the  north,  the  gold  diggings  of  California,  and 
the  coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania.  He  rejoiced  in  what  his  country  was, 
and  was  yet  to  be  under  the  noble  government  founded  by  our  fathers. 
But  now  slavery  was  striking  it  a death-blow  ; and  when  defeat  seemed 
for  a while  to  befaU  our  arms  in  this  great  conflict,  Harry  felt  that  he 
could  no  longer  sit  in  ease  at  home.  He  took  his  rifle  and  began  to 
practise  at  long  range.  His  mother  knew  what  it  meant.  Harry  must 
go.  She  could  not  plead  a need  for  his  help,  for  they  had  enough  and 
to  spare ; nor  could  she  forbid  his  going.  Dear  as  his  life  was  to  her, 
it  was  no  dearer  than  the  hves  of  other  sons  to  other  tender  mothers. 

Harry  joined  the  sharp-shooters,  and  was  sent  to  the  army  of  the 
Potomac.  A truer  patriot  it  had  not.  Harry  wrote  often.  After  every 
battle,  tidings  came  at  the  earliest  date  to  assure  his  mother  of  his 
safety. 

At  last  came  that  dark  and  perilous  hour  when  the  rebel  general 
Robert  Lee,  flushed  with  hope,  headed  his  army  for  the  north.  He 
entered  Pennsylvania,  and  began  his  work  of  ruin.  The  army  of  the 
Potomac  followed  hard  after.  They  met  at  Gettysburg,  and  for  three 
days  the  battle  raged  and  blood  flowed  like  rivers.  Harry  was  shot  and 
taken  captive.  A day  and  a half  he  was  in  the  rebel  lines,  wounded, 
bleeding,  weak,  and  worn.  How  did  it  fare  with  him  ? Only  one  thing 
is  known.  Amid  the  carnage  and  confusion,  the  shock  and  strife  of  the 
battle-field,  Harry  found  one  to  administer  to  his  needs.  A friendly 
hand  gave  a cuj)  of  cold  water  to  cool  his  parched  lips  and  hot  tongue. 
It  was  all  he  wanted,  asked  for,  and  hardest  to  get  on  that  dry  and 
dusty  day  when  thousands  of  wounded  men  were  gasping  for  “water, 
water.”  They  too,  who  a few  moments  before  were  eager  to  destroy 
each  other,  now  met  as  brothers,  pitying  and  tender  as  women. 

In  the  changing  fortunes  of  the  battle-field,  Harry  was  recaptured 
and  among  his  comrades  again.  Beneath  the  shade  of  a large  tree,  in 
a field  hospital  tent,  his  leg  was  amputated,  and  he  died  in  the  opera- 
tion ; another  noble  Hfe  on  the  altar  of  his  country.  Thank  God,  they 
have  not  been  an  unavailing  sacrifice.  A little  book  which  he  kept  in 
his  pocket  for  daily  reading — a verse  of  Scripture  for  every  day — was 
sent  home  to  his  mother.  His  last  reading,  the  day  before  the  battle, 
was  marked.  What  was  it  ? 

“Whosoever  shall  give  to  drink  unto  one  of  these  little  ones  a cup 
of  cold  water  only,  in  the  name  of  a disciple,  verily  I say  unto  you,  he 
shall  in  no  wise  lose  his  reward.” 

Ah,  did  not  that  little  deed  of  kindness  amid  the  cruel  hostihties  of 
the  battle-field  float  down  from  heaven  with  the  sweet  assurance  of  a 
love  that  “never  faileth  ?” 


mil  hp  iffttP/' 

We  watched  beside  her  little  couch 

With  tearful  eyes  and  struggling  breath, 
And  vainly,  in  our  wild  despair, 

We  strove  with  death. 

* In  agony  we  prayed  to  God, 

“Oh  spare,  Oh  spare  our  little  one 
And  then  by  faith  we  tried  to  say, 

‘ ‘ Thy  will  be  done. 

Our  breaking  hearts  would  scarce  consent, 
Our  quivering  lips  could  scarce  repeat ; 

At  last  we  bowed  submissively 
At  Jesus’  feet. 

Then,  as  we  watched,  a heavenly  light 
Beamed  from  her  large  and  lustrous  eyes, 
Through  which  the  soul  serenely  passed 
Beyond  the  skies, 

God  took  the  little  sufferer  home ; 

A year  of  her  sweet  life  was  given 
To  us  on  earth,  and  now  she  dwells 

With  Christ  in  heaven. 
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We  laid  her  wan  and  wasted  form 
Beneath  the  whispering  leaves  to  rest ; 
The  angels  gently  placed  her  soul 
On  Jesus’  breast. 


We  love  her  still,  and  fondly  keep 
The  little  clothes  she  used  to  wear, 
Her  pretty  playthings,  and  a lock 
Of  silken  hair. 

We  love  her  still  with  hallowed  love, 
Eefined  and  purified  by  grief — 

By  sorrow  that  alone  in  prayer 
Can  find  relief. 

God  help  us  in  these  bitter  hours  ; 

We  cannot  bear  our  grief  alone  ; 
Help  us,  though  stricken,  still  to  say, 

‘ ‘ Thy  will  be  done.  ” 


( 


The  ancient  art  of  talking  is  falling  into  decay.  People  now-a-days 
have  something  else  to  do  than  talk ; not  only  do  they  live  in  such  a 
hurry  that  there  is  only  leisure  for  just  comparing  ideas  as  to  the  weath- 
er, but  they  have  each  and  all  a gross  quantity  to  do,  which  puts  talk- 
ing out  of  the  question.  If  persons  remain  at  home,  they  read  ; if  they 
journey  by  rail,  they  read ; if  they  go  to  the  sea-side,  they  read:  young 
folks  are  seen  stretched  underneath  trees,  and  upon  the  banks  of  riv- 
ers, poring  over  pages ; on  the  tops  of  mountains,  in  the  desert,  or 
within  forests — everywhere  men  now  pull  printed  sheets  from  their 
pockets,  and  in  the  earliest,  latest,  highest  occupations  of  life,  they 
read.  The  fact  is  incontestably  true,  that  modern  men  and  women  are 
reading  themselves  into  a comparatively  silent  race.  Reading  is  the 
great  delusion  of  the  present  time  ; it  has  become  a sort  of  lay  piety  ; 
according  to  which  the  perusal  of  volumes  reckons  as  good  works.  It 
is,  in  a word,  the  superstition  of  the  nineteenth  century.  chambers. 

Popular  opinions  are  often  true,  but  seldom  or  never  the  whole 
truth.  They  are  a part  of  the  truth  ; sometimes  a greater,  sometimes 
a smaller  part ; but  exaggerated,  distorted,  and  disjointed  from  the 
truths  by  which  they  ought  to  be  accompanied  or  limited.  Heretical 
opinions,  on  the  other  hand,  are  generally  some  of  these  suppressed  or 
neglected  truths,  bursting  the  bonds  which  kept  them  down,  and  either 
seeking  reconcihation  with  the  truth  contained  in  the  common  opinion, 
or  fronting  it  as  enemies,  and  setting  themselves  up  with  similar  exclu- 
siveness as  the  whole  truth. 
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larla  and  Ba^i|, 

‘‘C0me,  Carlo,  come  and  take  the  baby  out  to  ride.’^  Carlo  jumps 
up  and  wags  liis  tail.  Carlo  is  a great  wag.  He  loves  the  baby  dearly. 
I believe  he  thinks  the  baby  came  for  him  to  take  care  of.  George  has 
made  a harness  for  Carlo,  and  he  contrives  somehow  or  other  to  tackle 
him  on  to  the  baby’s  basket-carriage,  and  off  Carlo  trots,  basket,  baby, 
and  all.  It  is  hard  to  tell  which  is  happiest,  Carlo,  Willie,  George, 
or  I. 

Wlien  we  stop,  he  goes  round  to  the  side  of  the  carriage,  puts  up 
his  paws  and  looks  in,  as  much  as  to  say,  “ How  do  you  like  that,  little 
Master  Willie?”  Willie  pats  him,  and  answers,  “Good  Carlo,  dear 
Carlo  and  this  pleases  him  mightily. 

Sometimes  Willie  is  left  altogether  in  his  care,  out  on  the  green, 
and  it  is  curious  to  see  what  care  he  takes.  If  any  strange  person 
comes  uj)  to  speak  to  Willie,  Carlo  starts  up  and  keeps  his  eye  on  him. 
If  somebody  he  does  not  like  the  looks  of — dogs,  you  know,  have  their 
hkes  and  dislikes  pretty  strong — comes  near  the  baby,  he  utters  a low 
growl,  as  much  as  to  say,  “ Hands  off,  sir.” 

Carlo  is  so  trusty.  Indeed,  he  always  tries  to  do  the  best  he  knows 
how.  He  looks  and  looks,  if  he  does  not  quite  understand;  “looks 
asking,”  George  says;  and  when  he  finds  out  what  you  want  him  to 
do,  how  quickly  he  minds,  and  seems  so  pleased  to  mind. 

I wish  some  boys  and  girls  would  take  pattern  of  Carlo. 


I lingo's  laughtfj?, 

A poor  but  very  pious  woman  once  called  to  see  two  rich  young 
ladies.  They  too  loved  the  Lord.  Without  regard  to  her  mean  appear- 
ance, they  received  her  with  great  kindness  into  their  splendid  draw- 
ing-room, and  sat  down  to  converse  with  her  upon  religious  subjects. 
While  thus  engaged  their  brother  entered  the  room.  He  was  a gay, 
proud,  thoughtless  youth,  and  looked  much  astonished  at  their  unusual 
guest.  One  of  them  rose  up  with  dignity,  and  said,  “Brother,  don’t 
be  surprised ; this  is  a king’s  daughter,  only  she  has  not  got  her  fine 
clothes  on.” 


Bemembek  Christ’svtime  of  love : when  thou  wast  naked,  then  he 
chose  thee.  Canst  thou  ever  have  a proud  heart  ? 

Visit  sick  beds  and  deserted  souls  much ; they  are  excellent  teach- 
ers in  experience. 

Humility  without  firmness  is  cowardice ; but  courage  without  hu- 
mihty  is  presumption. 


Pascal. 
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^ gegleded  gcraldi, 

A man,  at  work  one  day,  happened  to  get  a slight  scratch  on  the 
back  of  his  hand.  A moment’s  attention  to  it  might  have  healed  it  in 
a day  or  two.  It  was,  however,  neglected.  A slight  inflammation 
appeared,  which  a single  poultice  might  have  reduced,  but  it  was  neg- 
lected. The  whole  hand  became  inflamed,  and  should  have  had  the 
best  medical  care,  but  it  was  neglected.  The  arm  and  shoulder  and 
back  were  seized  with  pain,  and  now  all  was  alarm  and  confusion.  The 
most  skilful  physicians  were  sent  for,  and  the  only  question  now  was, 
whether  amputating  the  limb  would  save  the  man’s  life.  The  verdict 
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was,  Too  late.  The  disease  had  gained  a mortal  hold,  and  no  human 
skill  could  arrest  it. 

Ah,  is  it  not  but  too  true  also,  that  a bosom  sin,  a neglected  duty, 
a small  self-indulgence,  easily  eradicated  and  amended  if  taken  in  sea- 
son, gets  beyond  control  if  neglected,  and  proves  at  last  our  ruin  ? 
Never  did  I feel  this  so  forcibly  as  a few  months  since. 

Sarah was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  girls  at  our school. 

Her  parents  were  well  to  do.  She  married  young,  and  to  the  man  of 
her  choice.  But  for  every  little  trouble,  for  low  spirits,  for  small  ill- 
nesses, she  sipped  gin.  The  best  bomrbon  was  in  her  private  closeL  It 
seemed  a small  matter — only  a medicine.  No  danger  surely  could  lurk 
there.  At  any  moment  it  was  within  her  control  to  dispense  with  it. 
But  the  taste  gained,  the  habit  grew ; the  inflammation  extended  un- 
awares. At  last — yes,  at  last  it  bit  like  a serpent,  and  stung  like  an 
adder. 

And  the  last  I heard  of  Sarah , she  was  a common  sot. 


Consider  this  fact : "What  if  you  have  only  an  7^owr  in  a week  which 
you  could  devote  to  doing  good  in  your  neighborhood  ? In  that  one 
hour  you  could  visit  a sick  neighbor,  or  throw  yourself  in  the  way  of 
some  careless  neighbor,  to  whom  you  might  speak  a word  in  season ; 
and  thus  at  the  end  of  the  year  you  would  have  left  fifiy-two  testimo- 
nies for  God  in  that  circle  where  God  has  placed  you,  and  by  the  claims 
of  which  he  v/ill  judge  you.  Now  let  conscience  say,  in  j)rospect  of 
that  judgment,  could  you  redeem  an  hour  for  that  purpose  ? Do  not 
say  No,  until  you  have  duly  considered  how  that  negative  will  look  in 
the  light  of  eternity,  and  how  it  would  sound  in  heaven.  It  is  sure  to 
recur  to  your  immortal  memory  there,  and  to  be  sifted  to  the  bottom 
by  your  perfect  conscience.  Unless  therefore  you  are  quite  sure  that 
they  will  confirm  the  negative,  when  they  decide  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  saved,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  all  the  lost,  do  not  utter  or  whis- 
per it  now. 


When  Whateley,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  was  near  his  end,  “It  is  a 
great  mercy,”  said  a clerical  friend  who  sat  beside  him — “it  is  a great 
mercy,  my  lord,  that,  though  your  body  be  weak,  your  intellect  is  vig- 
orous stiU.”  “Don’t  talk  to  me  any  more  about  my  intellect,”  cried 
the  dying  prelate  ; “there  is  nothing  now  for  me  except  Christ.” 


Half  of  the  unhappiness  in  the  world  proceeds  from  little  stoppa- 
ges— from  a duct  stopped  up,  or  from  food  pressing  in  the  wrong  place. 
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An  English  consul,  fifteen  hundred  miles  up  the  Nile,  hunting  one 
day,  came  suddenly  upon  a flock  of  these  strange  birds.  Of  course  he 
xvas  anxious  to  obtain  a live  specimen.  They  refused,  hov/ever,  to  be 
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cauglit  alive,  and  he  gave  orders  to  liis  Arab  hunters  to  procure  some 
of  their  eggs.  The  hens  hafched  them  ; but  ah,  the  poor  hens  were 
sadly  puzzled  by  the  outlandish  ways  of  their  ugly  brood.  As  they 
grew,  a boy  was  detailed  to  look  after  them  ; and  the  boy  and  the  birds 
had  fine  fun  together,  they  enjoying  a scamper  at  his  heels,  rattling 
their  huge  bills  with  the  liveliest  demonstrations  of  enjoyment.  Two 
birds  only  out  of  five  reached  England,  where  they  were  placed  in  the 
Zoological  Gardens  for  the  study  of  the  ornithologists,  whose  duty  it 
became  to  give  them  a name  and  assign  their  locality  among  the  tribes 
of  the  air.  Henceforth  they  are  known  as  Baleeniceps  rex,  certainly  a 
hard  name  to  go  by,  which,  interpreted,  means  “the  whale-headed 
king;”  suggested  by  the  upper  bill,  which  looks  like  the  head  of  a 
whale,  or  rather  more  like  a fisherman’s  boat  bottom  up. 


iw  a prait  ? 

It  is  possible  that  you  are  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  a present  dif- 
ficulty, to  the  unravelment  of  which  no  clue  presents  itself,  and  from 
which  there  appears  no  way  of  escape.  Human  ingenuity  is  baffled, 
creature  strength  fails,  all  earthly  means  are  exhausted,  and  you  are  at 
your  wit’s  end.  Behold  your  remedy;  how  near,  how  simple — Go  and 
tell  Jesus.  Take  your  difficulty  and  spread  it  before  the  Lord.  Your 
appeal  to  his  compassion,  and  your  believing  reliance  upon  his  prom- 
ise, will  secure  on  your  behalf  infinite  wisdom  and  omnipotent  strength. 
Listen  to  the  divine  declaration,  simple  faith  in  which  wiU  raise  you 
above  your  circumstances,  “Behold,  I am  the  Lord,  the  God  of  all 
flesh  ; is  any  thing  too  hard  for  me  Then  what  is  your  present  entan- 
glement, great  though  it  be,  to  Him  “with  whom  nothing  is  impossi- 
ble ?”  In  a moment,  and  by  a way  transcending  all  your  thoughts  and 
conceptions,  he  can  “pluck  your  feet  out  of  the  net,”  and  bring  you 
into  a “large  place  where  there  is  no  straitness.”  Pore  not  despond- 
ingly  over  your  obstacles  ; faint  not  under  your  adversity  ; sit  not  down 
stunned  and  paralyzed  upon  the  stone  of  difficulty,  asking,  ‘ ‘ Who  will 
roll  it  away  ?”  Here  is  your  effectual  remedy  ; adopt  it  in  faith,  and 
you  shall  be  delivered — Go  and  tell  Jesus.  Winslow. 


A Great  Truth  for  the  Edification  of  Idlers. — No  man  is  born 
into  the  world  whose  work  is  not  born  with  him.  There  is  always 
work,  and  tools  to  work  withal,  for  those  who  will. 


Children  can  assist  learned  men  by  observing  the  habits  of  birds 
and  insects,  and  making  their  various  discoveries  known. 
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]|IiappI  anil  |aw^  at  Fr^ailinpn^s  iUUage, 

A vast  work  is  thrown  upon  the  nation  in  the  education  and  train- 
ing for  Christian  citizenship  of  four  millions  of  freedmen.  Happily 
there  is  no  backwardness  in  the  work.  It  is  even  one  of  the  humors  of 
fashion,  so  often  at  variance  with  good  sense,  good  judgment,  and  hon- 
est labor,  to  teach  the  freedmen ; and  many  a highly  educated  young 
woman,  whose  life  might  otherwise  have  been  Avasted  in  parlor  ease,  is 
ennobling  herself  by  engaging  in  it.  If  teachers  at  the  North  are  will- 
ing, there  seems  to  be  no  less  readiness  among  the  women  at  the  South 
to  volunteer  their  services,  as  we  learn  from  the  statistics  of  the  South- 
western Freedmen ’s  Society. 

And  indeed  the  alacrity  and  earnestness  of  the  pupils  might  well 
make  the  business  an  agreeable  one.  We  have  known  old  men  sweat 
over  their  speUing-books  Avith  unfaltering  purpose.  We  have  seen  a 
regiment,  whose  rough  benches,  streAvn  with  slates,  primers,  and  Bibles, 
gave  proof  of  hard-Avon  mastery  over  these  neAv  tools  of  freedom. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  fullest  carried  out  and  most  systematic  agencies 
in  this  work  is  that  of  the  American  Tract  Society  at  Fkeedmen’s  Yin- 
liAGE,  on  Arlington  Heights,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac,  oppo- 
site Washington.  The  village  numbers  nearly  three  thousand  souls. 

• Comfortable  houses  have  been  built  by  the  government,  each  capable 
of  holding  four  families.  Here  is  a ground-plan  and  section  of  the 
house.  The  chimney  is  in  the  middle.  The  rooms  are  of  good  size, 
whitewashed,  and  comfortably  furnished. 


The  picture  furnishes  a view  of  the  chapel,  Avhich  is  used  both  for 
school  and  Sabbath  Avorship.  Five  hundred  children  can  be  well 
accommodated,  though  sixty  more  are  sometimes  crowded  in.  On  the 
left  is  the  ‘‘ProAudence  Home,’’  for  aged  and  infirm  negroes.  Many 
such  came  into  our  hues,  and  were  in  great  suffering.  Christian  hearts 
in  Providence,  Bhode  Island,  devised  this  charity.  It  has  forty  or  fifty 
inmates.  The  government  provides  rations  and  nurses,  and  the  Tract 
Society  exercises  care  for  their  religious  welfare.  Mrs.  H.  E.  Simmons 
of  ProAudence  is  matron.  The  school  is  under  the  faithful  and  effi- 
cient management  of  Mr.  Simmons,  Avdiose  heart  is  in  the  good  work. 
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Make  use  of  me,  my  God  ; 

Let  me  not  be  forgot — ■ 

A broken  vessel  cast  aside, 

One  whom  thou  needest  not. 

I am  thy  creature.  Lord, 

And  made  by  hands  divine  ; 
And  I am  part,  however  mean, 

Of  this  great  world  of  thine. 

All  things  do  serve  thee  here. 

All  creatures,  great  and  small ; 
Make  use  of  me,  of  me,  my  God, 
The  weakest  of  them  all. 


Ilf  tli^  Firpsidpttf  5 gpatB  itt  «tti{  Billagp, 

A heavy,  hurried  tread  on  the  stair,  and  a friend  entered.  Never 
can  we  forget  he^'  look  of  horror.  “Dreadful  news  !”  she  ejaculated. 
About  our  own  it  could  not  be.  If  of  hers,  why  here  ? We  stood  still 
gazing,  nor  dared  ask. 

“President  Lincoln  is  dead — assassinated  last  night  at  Washing- 
ton !”  Dead  ! A strange  dull,  leaden  sound.  Dead  ! A vague,  be- 
wildered, stunning  feeling.  Dead  ! Not  dead.  The  pure  morning  air 
still  freighted  with  the  echoes  of  victory ; peace  yearning  and  throb- 
bing in  every  heart ; and  Lincoln  dead  ! No ; it  is  a hoax,  a canard. 
Sopaebody  has  been  dreaming  of  Persian  perfidies,  of  Italian  treachery 
and  stilettoes  ; too  much  history  has  made  him  mad. 

Assassination  at  the  capital ! Assassination  of  our  great-hearted 
leader  and  his  prime-minister,  in  this  country  and  age  ! Never,  never ! 

We  went  out  into  the  streets  to  learn  what  it  meant.  The  rumor 
had  just  got  wind  in  every  direction.  The  lawyer  left  his  brief,  the 
minister  his  sermon,  the  doctor  his  patients,  the  drayman  his  cart,  the 
clerk  his  counter,  with,  “What  does  it  mean  ?”  agitating,  confounding, 
shocking  every  countenance.  Men  were  crouching  together  by  threes 
and  by  fours,  with  brimming  eyes,  aghast  and  speechless. 

The  morning  papers  came  in.  It  was  so.  The  bells  tolled  ; flags 
at  half-mast.  We  began  faintly  to  comprehend  it.  President  Lincoln 
was  dead  ! with  millions  ready  to  defend  him,  yet  dead.  Looking 
into  the  promised  land  of  peace,  and  dead  ! Just  entering  his  new 
career  of  statesmanship,  and  dead  ! Abraham  Lincoln,  the  emancipa- 
tor, the  wise,  the  true,  the  trusting,  the  sagacious,  the  good. 

Never  did  death  seem  so  stern,  so  pitiless,  so  crushing.  What  sor- 
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row  filled  our  little  town.  Everybody  felt  that  a heavy,  personal  be- 
reavement had  suddenly  fallen  upon  him.  Strong  men  wept. 

“The  first  time  I looked  into  Ids  kind,  honest  face,  I loved  him,” 
exclaimed  a gentleman.  ‘ ‘ I have  had  three  interviews  with  him  since, 
and  each  time  I loved  him  more.  He  has  a big  heart.” 

“I  thought  I knew'  what  sorrow  was  when  I lost  my  mother,”  said 
an  adopted  citizen  ; “I  thought  I knew  what  sorrow  was  when  I lost 
my  child ; I thought  I knew  what  sorrow  was  wdien  I lost  my  wife ; but 
/7^^s,”  he  said,  with  the  tears  streaming  down  his  cheeks,  “this  is  the 
heaviest  of  aU.  ” 

How  sober  were  our  streets  all  that  day.  There  was  no  joldng  at 
the  corners ; men  spoke  in  low  tones,  or  were  silent ; the  boys  forsook 
their  plays  ; all  pleasime  made  a solemn  pause.  Friends  clasped  each 
others’  hands  in  tearful  sympathy.  At  home  httle  was  said ; one  feel- 
ing absorbed  the  heart,  and  every  thing  else  was  stale,  intrusive,  and 
jarring. 

‘ ‘ All  that  are  about  him  bemoan  him  ; and  all  that  Imow  his  name 
say,  How  is  the  strong  staff  broken,  and  the  beautiful  rod  !” 

■ ♦ 

Open  your  heart  as  you  open  your  book,  and  say,  “Speak,  Lord; 
for  thy  servant  heareth.”  Resolve  to  beheve  implicitly  whatever  you 
find  there,  however  much  it  may  run  counter  to  your  prejudices.  Re- 
solve to  receive  heartily  every  statement  of  truth,  whether  you  hke  it 
or  not.  Beware  of  that  miserable  habit  of  mind  into  which  some  read- 
ers of  the  Bible  fall.  They  receive  some  doctrines  because  they  like 
them  ; they  reject  others  because  they  are  condemning  to  themselves, 
or  to  some  lover,  relation,  or  friend.  At  this  rate  the  Bible  is  useless. 
Are  we  to  be  judges  of  what  ought  to  be  in  the  word  ? Do  we  know 
better  than  God  ? Settle  it  down  in  your  mind  that  you  will  receive 
aU  and  believe  all,  and  that  what  you  cannot  understand  you  will  take 
on  trust.  Remember,  when  you  pray,  you  are  speaking  to  God,  and 
God  hears  you ; but  remember,  when  you  read,  God  is  speaking  to 
you,  and  you  are  not  to  answer  again,  but  to  listen.  Eyie. 


The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  not  a league,  confederacy,  or 
compact  between  the  j)eople  of  the  different  states  in  their  sovereign 
capacities ; but  a government  proper,  founded  on  the  adoption  of  the 
people,  creating  a direct  relation  between  itself  and  individuals. 

Daniel  Webster. 

The  word  of  God  is  like  a river  whose  water  is  shallow  enough  for 
a lamb  to  wade,  and  deep  enough  for  an  elephant  to  swim. 
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Who  can  count  the  tears  or  compute  the  sorrows  of  a life-long 
bondage  ; that  unutterable  yearning  for  liberty  which  all  history  proves 
to  be  an  instinct,  and  which  we  have  declared  an  inalienable  right?  No 
disclosures  of  the  war  are  more  affecting  than  the  universal  welcome 
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given  to  our  armies  by  the  poor  slaves  : “We  prayed  for  yer.’*  “Wo 
expected  yer.”  “Is  dis  yer  ? Blessed  Jesus  !”  with  songs  of  joy  and 
thanksgiving  gushing  from  hearts  which  have  been  penetrated  by  a 
longing  such  as  we  shall  never  be  able  in  any  circumstances  to  conceive. 

When  the  war  began,  there  was  from  the  beginning  an  element  of 
success  which  we  were  slow  to  perceive  or  reckon  on — the  silent  prayers, 
the  eager  looking  for,  the  hearty  sympathy  of  four  millions  of  bond- 
men — a sympathy  proved,  on  every  possible  occasion,  by  acts  of  fidel- 
ity, and  aid  in  every  form  to  our  wounded,  suffering,  beleaguered,  and 
captive  soldiers. 

Poor  hunted,  heart-broken  Milly,  thy  prayers  are  heard.  The  sac- 
rificial blood  of  thousands  has  flowed  to  purchase  the  redemption  of 
thy  people ; and  thy  last-left  little  one  is  thine  own  by  all  the  sacred 
rights  of  motherhood.  It  can  never  be  torn  from  J;hy  side  like  the 
rest,  to  be  sold  and  bought  on  the  auction-block 


a iHauwjlpd 

Time  heals  all  things  ; yet  it  depends  much  on  us  in  our  suffering, 
whether  time  shall  send  us  forth  healed  indeed,  but  maimed  and  crip- 
pled and  callous ; or  whether,  looking  to  the  great  Physician  of  sor- 
rows, and  coworking  with  him,  we  come  forth  stronger  and  fairer  even 
for  our  wounds. 

One  orphan  child  taken  in,  to  be  fed,  clothed,  and  nurtured,  may 
save  a heart  from  freezing  to  death  ; and  God  knows  the  war  has  made 
but  too  many  orphans. 

It  is  easy  to  subscribe  to  an  orphan  asylum,  and  go  on  in  one’s 
despair  and  loneliness.  One  destitute  child  housed,  taught,  and  cared 
for,  and  tended  personally,  will  bring  more  solace  to  a suffering  heart 
than  a dozen  maintained  in  an  asylum.  The  child  may  not  appreciate 
what  is  done  for  him ; and  yet  it  is  a fact,  that  to  redeem  one  human 
being  from  destitution  and  ruin,  even  in  some  homely  every-day  course 
of  ministrations,  is  one  of  the  best  tonics  and  alteratives  to  a sick  and 
wounded  spirit. 

One  soul  redeemed  will  do  more  to  Hft  the  burden  of  sorrow  than 
all  the  blandishments  and  diversions  of  art,  all  the  alleviations  of  lux- 
ury, all  the  sympathy  of  friends. 

In  pohtics,  a party  of  order  or  stability,  and  a party  of  progress  or 
reform,  are  both  necessary  elements  of  a healthy  state  of  political  life  ; 
until  the  one  or  the  other  shall  have  so  enlarged  its  mental  grasp  as  to 
be  a party  equally  of  order  and  of  progress,  knowing  and  distinguish- 
ing which  is  fit  to  be  preserved  from  what  ought  to  be  swept  away. 
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I Barrpl  a lar^  laji  |arraitt, 

A lady  had  long  been  by  her  husband’s  side,  he  an  invalid  needing 
her  conversation  and  care.  At  last  he  died,  and  a void  was  left  in  her 
heart  and  home  known  only  to  those  who  have  experienced  it.  She 
had  the  loving  attentions  of  children,  the  attractions  of  friends,  and 
competence  ; yet  all  these  had  their  own  places  in  her  heart,  and  could 
not  therefore  fill  the  vacancy  made  by  this  loss.  She  mourned,  and 
could  not  be  comforted. 

By  and  by  it  became  a sad  duty  to  make  some  disposal  of  her  hus- 
band’s ample  wardrobe.  What  disposal  ? None  in  the  family  circle 
needed  it ; nor  were  there  remoter  friends  to  whom  it  could  be  offered. 
To  sell  the  laid-off  garments  could  not  be  thought  of.  What  needy 
ones  were  there  to  whom  they  might  prove  a welcome  supply  ? Her 
Lord  knew,  and  he  answered  her  question. 

A distant  missionary  cast  himself  upon  the  promise  of  his  Lord. 
His  hard  and  scant-paid  labors  had  sadly  told  upon  his  pockets,  and  it 
was  no  fault  of  his  coat  if  the  prairie  cold  had  not  frozen  the  warm  cur- 
rent of  his  pious  zeal.  They  did  not,  however,  for  he  trusted.  And 
what  trusting  heart  has  ever  the  Lord  betrayed  ? Through  the  hidden 
telegraphs  of  his  providence  the  widow  learned  the  need. 

“I  see,”  she  said  ; “ the  way  is  plain.  ” A new  interest  was  excited. 
The  monotony  of  her  grief  was  broken  in  upon.  Sympathy  for  another 
proved  a solace  to  her  wound.  She  set  herself  at  work  preparing  a box 
of  clothing  for  the  far-off  home,  happy  in  believing  how  the  appropri- 
ation would  have  pleased  her  lost  one.  The  box  was  sent,  stocked  with 
much  that  would  suit  a refined  taste,  as  well  as  clothe  and  warm  and 
supply  immediate  needs. 

And  did  not  its  reception  and  the  reply  fill  her  heart  with  a new- 
found comfort  ? It  almost  seemed  as  if  a fresh  life  dawned  upon  her 
soul.  She  felt  as  if  she  might  and  must  live  for  others  as  she  had 
never  felt  before.  Her  children,  grown  up  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, no  longer  needed  her  mother-care  ; but  there  teas  work  for  her 
to  do.  How  precious  was  the  thought ; for  old  truths,  and  even  accus- 
tomed duties,  viewed  from  new  stand-points,  are  often  clothed  with  a 
power  and  beauty  unseen  before. 

Nor  was  she  satisfied  with  once  doing.  What  had  proved  so  timely 
in  one  case  might  in  another.  Another  need  presented,  and  another 
box  was  sent.  And  thus,  finding  her  work,  she  has  sent  away  a barrel 
a month  during  the  last  six  years. 

Think  of  the  missionary  families  blessed  and  benefited  by  the  bene- 
faction ; and  yet  it  would  be  hard  perhaps  to  tell  who  were  most  blest, 
for  in  these  labors  of  love  her  heart  has  found  its  true  healing. 
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A barrel  a month,  for  four,  five,  or  six  years,  sent  by  one  Christian 
woman  to  God’s  needy  ones  ! We  thought  the  Centre  church  in  New 
Haven  wrought  marvellously  when  it  sent,  as  the  Home  Missionary 
tells  us,  a barrel  a month.  But  that  was  a church,  and  this  a woman. 
She  represented  no  church  ; only  her  barrel,  I suppose,  was  often  fed 
by  those  smaller  currents  of  charity  which  might  otherwise  have 
dried  up. 

Is  not  this  enough  to  quicken  our  tardy  benevolence  ? A whole 
church  sometimes  finds  it  tough  work  to  fill  one  barrel.  How  much 
conferring  and  contriving  and  begging  and  planning  is  necessary  by 
those  engaged  in  doing  it.  When  we  love  Christ’s  work  as  we  love  our- 
selves, I suppose  it  will  not  be  so.  But  when  will  that  be  ? It  is  the 
‘‘good  time  coming.” 


Peter  Cooper  and  his  wife  celebrated  their  “golden  wedding” — 
fifty  years  of  happy  married  life — on  the  22d  of  December,  1863 ; and 
most  nobly  commemorated  it  by  funding  $10,000,  the  yearly  interest 
of  which  is  to  be  divided,  on  the  anniversary  of  their  wedding,  among 
the  boys’  and  girls’  lodging-houses  and  the  industrial  schools  of  New 
York,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  in  every  sense  be  a “golden  bounty,” 
by  keeping  in  the  mind  of  every  boy  and  girl  who  shares  in  the  gift 
that  golden  rule  which  our  blessed  Lord  has  made  the  guide  of  true 
life : ‘‘Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to 
ihemy 

Nor  may  it  be  amiss  to  repeat,  what  cannot  indeed  be  too  deeply 
imprinted  upon  our  generation,  that  the  generous  donors  especially 
desire  that  this  rule  be  conscientiously  applied  to  home  life,  and  that 
children  should  begin  early  to  be  just  and  kind  to  each  other  and  to 
their  parents  and  teachers,  that  the  foundations  of  a good  character, 
which  is  the  only  guarantee  of  a useful  and  happy  life,  shall  be  laid 
upon  the  immovable  basis  of  mutual  love  and  charity.  Thus  habits  of 
self-indulgence,  leading  only  to  miseries  which  increase  with  years,  will 
be  avoided,  and  toil  and  frugality  will  be  made  sweet  by  the  reward  of 
a good  conscience  and  the  respect  of  mankind. 


Uncle  Nick  was  a good  man,  but  he  found  a great  deal  of  fault,  and 
especially  with  the  current  religion  of  the  day. 

“I  want,”  says  Uncle  Nick,  “and  we  all  want,  a religion  that  not 
only  bears  on  the  sinfulness  of  sin,  but  on  the  rascality  of  lying  and 
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stealing — a religion  that  banishes  all  small  measures  from  the  counters, 
small  baskets  from  the  stalls,  pebbles  from  cotton  bags,  sand  from  sugar, 
chickory  from  coffee,  alum  from  bread,  lard  from  butter,  strychnine 
from  wine,  and  water  from  milk-cans.” 

“ The  religion  that  is  to  advance  the  world,”  says  Uncle  Nick,  “will 
not  put  all  the  big  strawberries  and  peaches  on  top,  and  all  the  bad 
ones  at  the  bottom.  It  wiU  not  offer  more  baskets  of  foreign  wines  than 
the  vineyards  ever  produced  bottles.” 

“I  tell  you,”  says  Uncle  Nick,  “the  religion  that  is  to  sanctify  the^ 
world  pays  its  debts.  It  does  not  consider  forty  cents  returned  for  one 
hundred  given  according  to  gospel,  even  if  it  should  be  according  to 
law.  It  looks  upon  a man  who  has  failed  in  trade,  and  who  continues 
to  hve  in  luxury,  as  a thief.  It  looks  upon  a man  who  promises  to  pay, 
and  who  fails  to  pay  on  demand,  with  or  without  interest,  as  a liar.” 

Is  not  Uncle  Nick  pretty  nearly  right  ? 


Since  trifles  make  the  sum  of  human  things, 

And  half  our  misery  from  our  foibles  springs ; 

Since  life’s  best  joys  consist  in  peace  and  ease, 

And  few  can  save  or  serve,  but  all  can  please  ; 

Oh  let  the  ungentle  spirit  learn  from  hence, 

A small  unkindness  is  a great  offence,  h.  More. 


It  is  said  of  an  excellent  man,  whose  ministry  extended  over  twenty- 
eight  years  to  one  people,  that  the  secret  of  his  marked  acceptableness 
as  a preacher  lay  in  the  following  things:  “ The  transparent  simplicity 
of  his  motive,  the  earnestness  and  vivacity  of  his  manner,  the  evangel- 
ical substance,  and  the  judicious  brevity  of  his  discourses.  Almost 
invariably  he  brought  his  discourse  within  the  half-hour.” 


Augustine  was  so  careful  not  to  speak  evil  of  the  absent,  and  not  to 
encourage  others  in  doing  so,  that  he  had  the  following  distitch  en- 
graven on  his  table: 

“Far  from  this  table  be  the  worthless  guest 
Who  wounds  another’s  fame,  though  but  in  jest.” 

mbat  »5  a **  Eduaiiott  V 

Said  Edward  Everett^  ‘ ‘ I hold  that  to  read  the  English  language  well, 
to  wTite  with  dispatch  a neat,  legible  hand,  and  to  be  master  of  the  first 
four  rules  of  arithmetic,  so  as  to  dispose  at  once  with  accuracy  every 
question  of  figures  which  comes  up  in  practice — I say,  I call  this  a good 
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education.  And  if  you  add  the  ability  to  write  pure,  gi'ammatical  Eng- 
lish, I regard  it  as  an  excellent  education.  These  are  the  tools.  You 
can  do  much  with  them,  but  you  are  helpless  without  them.  They  are 
the  foundation  ; and  unless  you  begin  with  these,  aU  your  fleshly  attain- 
ments, a little  natural  philosophy,  a little  physiology,  and  a little  geol- 
ogy, and  aU  the  other  ologies  and  osophies  are  ostentatious  rubbish.  ” Is 
it  not  a fact  that,  in  many  of  our  common  schools,  reading,  writing, 
geography,  and  grammar,  combining  with  it  the  art  of  composition, 
are  neglected  in  order  to  study  these  ologies  and  osophies  ? 


|i»fs  k IdttSpEppppps, 

In  my  tours  about  the  country  I have  often  had  a virulent  ill-vdll 
excited  towards  those  works  of  culinary  supererogation,  cakes,  pies, 
sweetmeats,  etc.,  because  I thought  their  excellence  was  attained  by 
treading  under  foot  and  disregarding  the  flve  grand  essentials,  bread, 
butter,  meat,  vegetables,  and  tea.  I have  sat  at  many  a table  garnished 
with  three  or  four  kinds  of  well-made  cake,  compounded  with  citron 
and  spices  and  all  imaginable  good  things,  where  the  meat  was  tough 
and  greasy,  the  bread  some  hot  preparation  of  flour,  lard,  salseratus, 
and  acid,  and  the  butter  unutterably  detestable.  At  such  tables  I have 
thought  that  if  the  mistress  of  the  feast  had  given  the  care,  time,  and 
labor  to  xDreparing  the  simple  items  of  bread,  butter,  and  meat,  that 
she  evidently  had  given  to  the  preparation  of  these  extras,  the  lot  of 
a traveller  might  be  much  more  comfortable.  Evidently  she  had  never 
thought  of  these  common  articles  as  constituting  a good  table.  So 
long  as  she  had  puff  pastry,  rich  black  cake,  clear  jelly  and  preserves, 
she  seemed  to  consider  that  such  unimportant  matters  as  bread,  butter, 
and  meat  could  take  care  of  themselves. 

It  seems  impossible  to  get  the  idea  into  the  minds  of  people,  that 
what  is  called  common  food,  carefully  prepared,  becomes,  in  virtue  of 
that  very  care  and  attention,  a delicacy,  superseding  the  necessity  of 
artiflciaUy  compounded  dainties. 

The  struggle  after  so-called  delicacies  comes  from  the  poorness  of 
common  things.  Perfect  bread  and  butter  would  soon  drive  cake  out 
the  field.  Mrs.  Stowe. 

John  Wilks  was  once  asked  by  a Roman-catholic  gentleman,  in  a 
warm  dispute  on  religion,  “'WTiere  was  your  church  before  Luther?” 
‘‘Did  you  wash  your  face  this  morning  ?”  inquired  the  facetious  aider- 
man.  “I  did,  sir.”  “ Then  pray  where  was  your  face  before  it  was 
washed  ?” 


Tkuth  can  never  be  bought  dear  or  sold  cheap. 
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Banjul  laOuFiic^  |aUdag5. 

I cannot  share  in  the  regrets  of  those  persons  who  lament  the 
absence  of  festivals  and  amusements  in  our  country,  says  President  Pel- 
ton.  What  I have  seen  of  their  effects  in  Europe,  east  and  west,  has 
given  me  a strong  distaste  for  them,  and  the  worst  possible  opinion  of 
their  influence  upon  the  moral,  mental,  and  physical  well-being  of  peo- 
ple. In  the  next  place,  the  waste  of  money,  in  small  sums  to  be  sure, 
but  swelling  in  the  aggregate  to  immense  amounts,  helps  to  keep  the 
people  poor,  and  make  them  poorer.  And  finally,  the  frivolity,  dissi- 
pation, and  low  habits  everywhere  encouraged  by  these  festivals,  crown 
the  climax  of  grave  objections  to  their  observance,  which,  I think, 
must  strike  every  reflecting  person  who  travels  with  his  eyes  open 
through  these  countries.  You  will  never  again  hear  me  lamenting  the 
want  of  amusements  in  America,  or  finding  fault  vith  the  serious 
countenances  of  our  iVmerican  people.  The  weekly  rest  of  Sunday, 
Christmas,  Thanksgiving,  the  anniversary  of  our  Independence,  and 
one  or  two  other  holidays,  for  the  interchange  of  friendly  salutations 
and  the  reunion  of  scattered  families,  are  infinitely  better  than  all  the 
festivals  in  the  calendars  of  the  Catholic  and  Oriental  countries. 


Ktparittg  Ijjpftadps, 

Persons  living  in  cities  begin  to  wear  glasses  earher  than  country 
people,  from  the  want  of  opportunities  of  looking  at  things  at  a dis- 
tance. Those  who  wish  to  j^ut  ofi*  the  evil  day  of  wearing  spectacles 
should  accustom  themselves  to  long  views.  The  eye  is  always  relieved 
and  sees  better,  if,  after  reading  a while,  we  direct  the  sight  to  some 
distant  object,  even  for  a minute.  Great  travellers  or  hunters  are  sel- 
dom near-sighted.  Humboldt  at  eighty-seven  could  read  unaided. 
Sailors  can  discern  objects  at  a considerable  distance  with  much  dis- 
tinctness, when  a common  eye  sees  nothing  at  all. 


“The  crowning  feat,  the  kingliest  act 
Of  freedom,  is  i\iG  freeman' s vote." 


Time  is  the  only  gift  in  which  God  has  stinted  us ; for  he  never 
intrusts  us  with  a second  moment  until  he  has  taken  away  the  first,  and 
never  leaves  us  certain  of  a third. 


Believing  on  Christ  is  the  most  wonderful  thing  in  the  world.  Put 
any  thing  of  thine  own  to  it,  and  thou  spoilest  it.  Christ  will  not 
esteem  it  beheving. 
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The  spirit  of  man  often  groans  beneath  the  weight  of  its  own  free- 
dom. We  want  guidance ; and  if  we  find  a man  nobler  and  wiser  than 
ourselves,  we  prostrate  our  affections  before  him.  This  hero-worship, 
as  it  is  called,  is  almost  a universal  instinct.  And  Christ  is  the  answer 
to  it.  Man  will  not  do.  We  go  through  life  finding  guides,  and  reject- 
ing them  one  after  another,  turning  from  them  often  with  a recoil  of 
disappointment.  There  is  no  disappointment  in  Christ.  Christ  can 
be  our  soul’s  sovereign.  Christ  can  be  our  guide.  Christ  can  absorb 
all  the  admiration  which  our  hearts  long  to  give.  We  want  to  worship 
man  ; but  in  the  roll  of  ages,  there  has  been  but  one  man  whom  we 
can  adore  without  idolatry — the  man  Christ  J esus. 


Keep  a careful  account  of  your  personal  and  family  expenses.  It 
will  help  the  household  economies,  and  better  enable  you  to  be  both 
just  and  generous.  Above  all,  keep  a daily  account  with  God,  lest  at 
the  final  reckoning  you  have  nothing  to  cover  an  eternal  loss ; for  “ what 
shall  it  profit  a man,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul  ?” 


The  storm  of  conflict  is  over.  The  troubled  waters  have  subsided, 
and  peace  is  again  arching  our  skies.  Peace  ! Is  not  the  word  charged 
with  a deeper  meaning  than  it  ever  had  before  ? The  burden  of  how 
many  sighs,  the  aim  of  how  much  prayer,  the  end  of  what  a conflict ! 

Peace  ! the  “unity  of  peace” — the  entire  body,  with  not  a member 
wrenched  off.  Our  whole  country — not  a remnant  of  the  whole  ; not  a 
part,  not  a portion.  Not  dismembered,  divided,  sundered,  but  one 
nation ; unlike  in  parts — for  without  unlikeness  there  could  be  no 
unity — and  yet  one. 

Peace — a “living  peace.”  Not  the  peace  of  despotism,  where  every 
thing  is  stagnant  and  blighted  under  an  iron  rule  ; not  the  peace  of 
despair,  where  foes  lie  side  by  side  with  all  their  animosities  hushed  as 
in  death  ; not  the  peace  of  indifference  and  of  moral  torpor  ; but  a liv- 
ing peace — the  peace  which  springs  from  moral  conflict  and  renovation  ; 
the  peace  of  obedience  to  wholesome  laws ; the  peace  which  comes  from 
equal  rights  and  true  freedom ; the  jieace  which  righteousness  kisses, 
whereby  a nation  is  exalted  ; the  peace  which  blesses  a people  who 
shall  make  wisdom  and  knowledge  the  stability  of  its  times  and  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  its  treasure. 

Then  will  the  Lord  give  us  that  which  is  good,  and  our  land  shall 
yield  her  increase. 
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EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

President  of  the  United  States ANDREW  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee. 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States -LAFAYETTE  S.  FOSTER,  of  Connecticut. 

CABINET. 

Secretary  of  State -WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  of  New  York. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury - HUGH  McCULLOCH,  of  Indiana, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior - JAMES  HARLAN,  of  Iowa. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy GIDEON  WELLES,  of  Connecticut. 

Secretary  of  War EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Attorney-General JAMES  SPEED,  of  Kentucky. 

Postmaster-General WILLIAM  DENNISON,  of  Ohio. 

JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 
supreme  court  of  the  united  states. 

Chief-Justice --SALMON  P.  CHASE,  of  Ohio. 

Associate  Justice SAMUEL  NELSON,  of  New  York. 

“ “ - - ROBERT  C.  GRIER,  of  Pennsylvania. 

“ “ JAMES  M.  WAYNE,  of  Georgia. 

“ “ - - NOAH  H.  SWAYNE,  of  Ohio. 

“ “ SAMUEL  H.  MILLER,  of  Iowa. 

“ “ - --  -- DAVID  DAVIS,  of  Illinois. 

“ “ - - - - - NATHAN  CLIFFORD,  of  Maine. 

“ « - STEPHEN  J.  FIELD,  of  California. 


The  Supreme  Court  holds  one  session  annually  at  Washington,  commencing  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December. 

Congress. —The  apportionment  made  by  Congress  March  4,  18G2,  under  the  census  of 
1860,  increases  the  number  of  Representatives  to  241.  There  are  also  9 Delegates  from  the 
Territories,  who  deliberate,  but  have  no  vote.  The  Senators  are  72  in  number,  since  the 
admission  of  Nevada  as  a state,  Oct.  31,  1864.  Each  Senator  and  Representative  is  allowed 
$6,000  compensation  for  each  Congress,  (two  years,)  deducting  for  absence;  and  $8  for  every 
20  miles  estimated  distance  from  residence  to  the  seat  of  Congress,  allowed  once  a year  only. 
The  Thirty-ninth  Congress  terminates  March  3,  1867. 

United  States  Representatives  Abroad. — The  United  States  government  has  12  En- 
voys Extraordinary  or  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  leading  foreign  governments;  20 
Ministers  resident,  and  2 Commissioners;  12  Secretaries  of  Legation;  and  over  250  Consuls 
and  Commercial  Agents.  The  number  of  similar  agents  of  foreign  governments  resident 
among  us  is  larger  still. 

Public  Debt  of  the  United  States. — This  is  estimated  in  round  numbers  at  $3,000,- 
000,000 — three  thousand  millions  of  dollars.  This  immense  sum,  with  interest,  can  all  bo 
paid  off  in  25  years,  without  oppressive  or  burdensome  taxation.  Many  financial  schemers 
have  proposed  methods  for  its  speedy  extinguishment;  while  others  of  high  authority  con- 
tend that  such  a debt  is  a positive  advantage  to  a nation.  In  any  case  it  is  not  to  be  feared, 
so  vast  is  the  extent  of  our  favored  country,  so  boundless  its  agricultural  and  mineral 
resources,  so  rapidly  increasing  its  population  and  development. 

The  public  debt  of  Great  Britain  is  about  $4,000,000,000;  having  been  reduced  only 
$250,000,000  during  the  last  40  years. 


Pneumatic  Railway. — During  the  past  year,  the  directors  of  the  Crystal  Palace,  near 
London,  have  constructed  a pneumatic  railway,  consisting  of  a brick-work  tunnel  or  tube, 
about  GOO  yards  long,  10  feet  high,  and  9 feet  wide.  This  tube,  which  is  capable  of  admitting 
an  ordinary  size  railway  carriage,  is  laid  with  a single  line  of  rails,  fitted  with  opening  and 
closing  valves  at  both  extremities,  and  supplied  with  all  the  other  requisite  apparatus  for 
propelling  passenger  trains  on  the  pneumatic  principle.  The  train  may  be  said  in  fact  to  be 
blown  through  the  tube  on  the  down  journey,  and  sucked  through  it  on  the  return  journey. 
The  motion  is  throughout  smooth,  easy,  and  agreeable,  and  the  stoppages  are  effected  gently 
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and  gradually.  One  great  incidental  advantage  of  this  species  of  locomotion  is,  that  fi 
excludes  all  risk  of  the  collisions  occasionally  attendant  on  railway  travelling;  for  it  is  plain 
that  no  two  trains  could  ever  run  full  tilt  against  each  other  where  all  the  propelling  force  is 
expended  in  one  direction  at  one  time. 

The  train  used  consisted  of  one  very  long,  roomy,  and  comfortable  carriage,  resembling 
an  elongated  omnibus,  and  capable  of  accommodating  some  30  or  35  passengers.  Passen- 
gers enter  this  carriage  at  either  end,  and  the  entrances  are  closed  with  sliding  glass  doors. 
Fixed  behind  the  carriage  there  is  a framework  of  the  same  form  and  nearly  the  same  dimen- 
sions as  the  sectional  area  of  the  tunnel;  and  attached  to  the  outer  edge  of  this  frame  is  a 
fringe  of  bristles,  forming  a thick  brush.  As  the  carriage  moves  along  through  the  tunnel, 
the  brush  comes  into  close  contact  with  the  arched  brick- work,  so  as  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  air.  With  this  elastic  collar  round  it,  the  carriage  forms  a close-fitting  piston,  against 
which  the  propulsive  force  is  directed.  The  motive  power  is  supplied  at  the  departure  sta- 
tion by  a large  fan-wheel,  made  to  revolve  by  the  aid  of  a small  stationary  engine  at  such 
speed  as  may  be  required,  the  pressure  of  the  air  increasing  of  course  according  to  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  revolutions,  and  thus  generating  the  force  necessary  to  send  the  heavy  carriage 
up  a steeper  incline  than  is  to  be  found  upon  any  existing  railway. 

Proposed  great  Iron  Bridge. — A gigantic  iron  girder  bridge,  sur]xissing  in  dimensions 
the  great  Britannia  bridge  over  the  Menai  straits,  is  proposed  to  be  constructed  across  the 
Frith  of  Forth,  about  seventeen  miles  from  Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Its  length  will  be  3,887 
yards,  or  more  than  two  miles,  with  four  spans  of  500  feet  each,  over  the  navigable  channel. 
The  clear  height  of  the  bridge  in  the  channel  will  be  195  feet  at  high  Avater  of  spring  tides ; 
thus  giving  ample  height  beneath  for  the  tallest  masts.  The  span  of  the  Britannia  bridge  is 
460  feet;  height  104  feet.  The  cost  of  the  proposed  bridge  will  reach  nearly  $3,000,000. 

Preservation  of  Wood. — The  following  composition  is  recommended  to  protect  the 
bottom  of  posts,  palings,  and  tubs  set  in  the  earth : 40  i)artS  of  chalk  are  added  to  50  parts  of 
resin,  and  four  parts  of  linseed  oil,  melted  together  in  an  iron  pot.  One  part  of  native  oxide 
of  copper  is  then  added,  and  one  part  of  sulphuric  acid  is  cautiously  stirred  in.  The  mix- 
ture is  applied  hot  with  a strong  brush,  and  forms  when  dry  a varnish  as  hard  as  stone. 

The  Preservation  of  Meat. — A low  temperature  is  most  favorable  to  the  preservation 
of  flesh  and  other  animal  substances,  and  under  that  condition  they  will  not  enter  into  putre- 
faction ; the  best  proof  of  which  is,  that  elephants  in  a perfect  state  of  preservation  have 
been  found  in  Siberia  buried  in  ice,  where  they  have  doubtless  existed  for  thousands  of  years. 

A high  state  of  desiccation  or  dryness  also  contributes  powerfully  to  the  prevention  of 
decay.  Thus  in  Buenos  Ayres  meat  is  cut  into  thin  slices,  covered  with  maize  flour,  dried 
in  the  sun,  and  it  is  consumed  largely  under  the  name  of  tasago  or  dharke,  by  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  interior,  and  also  by  the  black  population  in  Brazil  and  the  West  Indies.  Fur- 
ther, dried  meat  reduced  to  powder  is  used  by  travellers  in  Tartary  and  adjacent  countries. 

As  the  presence  of  oxygen  or  air  is  an  essential  condition  of  putrefaction,  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  many  methods  have  been  invented  to  exclude  that  agent,  or  rather  the  spor- 
ules  or  germs  of  cryptogamic  plants  or  animals,  which  are  the  true  microscopic  source  of 
fermentation  and  putrefaction.  One  of  the  best  processes  for  excluding  air  consists  in 
introducing  the  meat  or  other  animal  substance,  with  some  water,  into  vessels  which  are 
nearly  closed;  these  are  then  placed  in  a large  boiler  with  salt,  which  raises  the  boiling 
point  of  the  liquor,  and  the  contents  of  the  vessels  are  kept  boiling  for  about  an  hour,  so  as 
to  exclude  all  air,  and  destroy  all  the  sporules  or  germs  of  putrefaction  they  may  contain, 
when  they  are  hermetically  sealed.  Some  add  a small  quantity  of  sulphate  of  soda,  well 
known  to  be  a powerful  antiseptic. 

The  same  object  is  also  effected  by  other  methods  than  those  above  described  ; for 
instance,  by  embedding  in  oil,  or  in  glycerine,  or  in  saccharine  syrups;  also  by  covering 
with  coatings  impermeable  to  air. 

Beef  and  Pork  Packing  is  now  done  in  Chicago  by  circular  saws  and  steam  power.  Two 
large  saws  have  been  erected,  which  are  driven  by  steam,  and  these  saws  are  made  to  do  the 
work  of  upwards  of  twenty  men  Avith  handsaws,  and  in  a much  neater  and  better  manner 
than  formerly.  The  clogging  of  the  saws  with  the  meat  is  prevented  by  having,  besides  the 
main  table  on  Avhich  the  saws  are  placed,  a false  table  running  on  rollers,  so  constructed  that 
when  the  saAv  passes  through  the  quarter  of  beef,  the  divisions  of  the  table  gradually  spread, 
and  this  keeps  the  meat  from  interfering  Avith  the  progress  of  the  saw. 

To  test  the  labor-saving  qualities  of  this  improvement,  the  product  of  ten  head  of  oxen 
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■Was  placed  on  tbc  tabic,  to  be  ent  into  mess  beef.  The  manager  took  his  watch  in  his  hand, 
and  gave  the  order  to  start.  Away  went  the  saws  whirring,  and  quarter  alter  quarter  of  the 
beef  disappeared  after  having  been  cut  into  small  pieces ; and  in  exactly  six  minutes  from 
the  time  of  starting,  the  whole  ten  head  of  oxen  were  cut.  With  ordinary  running,  the  two 
saws  and  six  men  can  more  easily  cut  500  beeves  per  day,  than  could  15  men  200  per  day  by 
the  old  handsaw  process. 

Improvement  in  Illuminating  Gas.  — The  London  Artisan  says,  *‘The  advantages 
resulting  to  gas  consumers  from  the  carburization  of  the  gas  supplied  by  the  companies  has 
now  become  generally  recognized,  and  the  apparatus  for  effecting  the  thorough  mixture  of 
the  benzole  or  naphtha  vapor  with  the  gas  has  now  been  so  simplified,  that  whatever  objec- 
tions may  formerly  have  existed  have  been  entirely  removed.  The  illuminating  power  of 
gas  is  very  much  increased  by  saturating  inferior  qualities,  or  ordinary  coal  gas,  with  naph- 
tha, or  the  spirit  distilled  from  coal  tar,  thus  augmenting  its  illuminating  power  nearly  one- 
half;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  benefits  of  a rich,  pure,  and  economical  light  sfiould 
not  thus  be  generally  diffused. 

Force  of  Gunpowder. — In  the  town  of  Frith,  England,  on  the  1st  of  October,  18G4, 
150,000  pounds  of  gunpowder  were  accidentally  exploded,  causing  a report  heard  at  the  dis- 
tance of  over  90  miles,  and  a shock  which  people  living  25  miles  away  thought  to  be  the  effect 
of  an  earthquake.  The  gunpowder  was  contained  in  two  barges,  and  a large  and  a small 
magazine.  Fortunatelj*  the  loss  of  life  was  small — 12  killed  and  20  wounded ; but  the  dam- 
age to  property  was  very  great.  At  more  than  two  miles  from  the  spot  not  only  were  doors 
and  windows  smashed  in,  but  houses  were  partially  destroyed.  A watchman  at  Gravesend, 
some  miles  off,  one  of  the  very  few  who  sav/  from  a distance  the  great  catastrophe,  as  well 
as  heard  the  awful  thunder  and  felt  the  shock,  says,  “ On  turning  round  I saw  as  it  were  a 
pillar  of  fire  rising  to  the  clouds,  which  it  appeared  to  strike,  and  then  spread  out  like  a huge 
fan,  presenting  a most  beautiful  and  grand  spectacle.” 

The  destruction  of  houses  and  other  material  near  the  scene  of  explosion  was  of  course 
complete.  One  report  says,  ” The  buildings  that  lately  covered  some  acres  are  heaps  of 
tumbled  earth  and  bricks  and  massive  fragments  of  timber;  beams  of  half  a ton’s  weight  have 
been  blown  like  feathers  across  the  adjacent  fields.”  The  proi^erty  destroyed  in  the  sur- 
rounding district  is  estimated  at  $5,000,000.  A clock  in  a house  seven  miles  away  was 
stopped  by  the  explosion.  At  Woolwich,  four  miles  from  the  magazines,  door  and  window 
frames  and  sashes  were  smashed  in,  portions  of  ceihng  and  wall  shaken  down,  many  per- 
sons were  violently  thrown  out  of  their  beds,  and  several  persons  were  injured.  The  people 
of  Soham,  80  miles  from  Frith,  heard  a noise  resembling  thunder,  and  felt  a shoc'.k  which 
they  attributed  to  an  earthquake.  The  sound  of  the  tremendous  report  spread  even  further, 
for  it  was  supposed  to  be  distant  thunder  at  a place  94  miles  away. 

The  most  remarkable  effect  of  the  explosion  was  upon  animals  in  the  large  region  around. 
The  mortality  among  canary  birds  for  miles  around  was  very  great;  they  dropped  from  their 
perches  and  died  of  fright,  or  of  the  concussion.  Parrots  were  badly  frightened,  and  drop- 
ped from  their  perches  to  the  bottoms  of  their  cages,  refusing  to  speak  for  some  hours. 
Dogs,  cats,  and  other  animals  manifested  symptoms  of  the  greatest  alarm.  For  many  miles 
from  Frith  the  cattle  in  the  fields,  at  first  struck  dumb  and  motionless  at  the  stunning  report, 
presently  set  off  in  the  wildest  excitement,  racing  around  the  enclosures,  and  could  not  be 
quieted  for  some  hours.  All  the  churclics  for  15  miles  around,  and  some  of  them  for  20 
miles,  have  suffered  by  broken  windows  and  cracked  walls. 

Machinery  vs.  Man-power. — At  a planing-mill  in  Albany,  the  proprietors  received  orders 
one  morning  to  tongue  and  groove  4,000  boards.  The  demand  being  urgent,  they  put  their 
machines  to  their  highest  speed.  Noticing  the  remarkable  speed  with  which  the  boards  weni 
through  one  of  the  machines,  a spectator  timed  it,  and  found  that  19  boards  passed  througl 
in  two  minutes.  This  would  be  570  in  an  hour,  and  6,270  in  a day,  11  hours  being  the  mill 
day.  A man,  at  a liberal  estimate,  could  not  put  in  a tongue  and  groove  and  plane  more 
than  four  boards  an  hour;  so  that  this  machine,  with  one  man  feeding  and  two  men  taking 
away,  did  as  much  work  as  142  men. 

New  Plan  for  Mural  Decoration.— White  tiles,  such  as  are  used  in  Furope  to  sur- 
round kitchen  fireplaces  and  the  like,  are  placed  upon  the  floor  and  numbered,  according  to 
their  positions,  so  as  to  admit  of  rearrangement.  Upon  the  ground  thus  displayed  tlie  artist 
paints  his  picture,  the  tiles  are  rebaked,  and  the  work  where  it  requires  it  retouched  The 
tiles  may  then  be  placed  upon  a wall,  and  the  work  is  done.  The  result  is  atlurable  picture, 
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wholly  of  the  artist’s  own  production,  on  any  scale,  comparatively  inexpensive,  and  nanf- 
fected  by  a foul,  moist  atmosphere.  It  may  be  cleaned  with  a birch  broom,  and  bo  as  bril- 
liant in  color  as  we  need  have  it. 

Steel  Ships. — Two  large  ships,  built  of  steel  plates,  were  recently  launched  in  the  Mer- 
sey. Though  some  small  vessels  have  been  built  of  the  same  material,  this  is  the  first 
instance  in  which  steel  has  been  used  for  ocean  ships.  The  steel  now  manufactured  for 
ship-building  purposes  is  said  to  have  an  advantage  over  iron,  in  being  more  ductile  and 
malleable,  as  well  as  stronger  and  lighter.  In  one  of  the  newly  launched  vessels,  of  1,27G 
tons  burden,  the  weight  of  steel  used  is  500  tons ; whereas,  if  she  had  been  constructed  of 
iron,  800  tons  of  that  metal  would  have  been  required. 

The  Amekican  Frigate  New  Ironsides.— During  the  service  of  this  vessel  in  1863,  she 
was  struck  by  the  shots  of  the  enemy  241  times,  140  of  which  thundered  against  her  in  the 
short  period  of  two  days;  but  she  passed  through  the  terrible  ordeal  \vithout  having  sus- 
tained any  serious  damage,  and  with  the  loss  of  only  one  man  killed.  This  is  a most  satis- 
factory evidence  of  her  great  powers  of  endurance.  During  the  same  period  she  discharged 
4,561  rounds  against  the  enemy. 

Maple  Sugar. — The  amount  of  maple  sugar  made  in  the  United  States  in  1860  was,  in 
round  numbers,  39,000,000  pounds.  The  product  of  1864,  stimulated  by  the  high  price  of 
cane  sugar,  was  probably  far  in  excess  of  that  of  1860,  or  of  any  former  year. 

The  Metric  or  Decimal  System  of  weights  and  measures,  adopted  j^^rs  ago  in  France, 
is  gaining  ground  in  Europe,  and  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  British  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science  in  1864,  for  universal  adoption;  and  numerous  means  were 
recommended  to  bring  it  to  the  familiar  knowledge  of  the  people.  In  the  debate  on  this 
subject,  it  was  stated  that,  at  a recent  Postal  Congress  at  Paris,  where  sixteen  governments 
of  Europe  and  America  were  represented,  a resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  in  favor  of 
a universal  metric  postal  system;  that  the  discordant  systems  of  weights  and  measures  in 
different  countries  make  the  science  of  one  nation  almost  a sealed  book  to  others ; that  a 
boy,  taught  arithmetic  on  the  metric  system,  could  make  as  much  progress  in  ten  months 
as  in  two  years  and  ten  months  of  study  by  the  old  systems ; that  the  decimal  system  pre- 
vails throughout  China,  and  was  there  beheved  to  be  of  heavenly  origin.  So  strong  are  the 
reasons  for  the  proposed  change,  that  it  will  doubtless  in  time  be  made,  the  new  method 
being  introduced  in  schools  and  in  books,  and  gradually  working  its  way  to  popular  favor  and 
universal  adoption. 

Shadows  and  Images. — If  a wafer  be  laid  on  a surface  of  polished  metal,  which  is  then 
breathed  upon,  and  if,  when  the  moisture  of  the  breath  has  evaporated,  the  wafer  be  shaken 
off,  we  shall  find  that  the  whole  polished  surface  is  not  as  it  was  before;  for  if  we  breathe 
again  upon  it,  the  surface  will  be  moist  everywhere  except  on  the  spot  previously  sheltered 
by  the  wafer,  which  will  now  appear  as  a spectral  image  on  the  surface.  Again  and  again 
we  breathe,  and  the  moisture  evaporates,  but  still  the  spectral  wafer  reappears.  This  exper- 
iment succeeds  after  a lapse  of  many  months,  if  the  metal  be  carefully  put  aside  where  its 
surface  cannot  be  disturbed.  If  a sheet  of  paper  on  which  a key  has  been  laid  be  exposed 
for  some  minutes  to  the  sunshine,  and  then  instantaneously  viewed  in  the  dark,  the  key 
being  removed,  a fading  spectre  of  the  key  wiU  be  visible.  Let  this  paper  bo  put  aside  for 
many  months  where  nothing  can  disturb  it,  and  then  in  darkness  be  laid  on  a plate  of  hot 
metal,  the  spectre  of  the  key  will  again  appear.  A shadow  cannot  rest  long  upon  any  sur- 
face without  leaving  upon  it  an  impression,  which  if  undisturbed  may  frequently,  by  subse- 
quent application  of  proper  chemical  agents,  be  made  visible.  In  many  oases  we  have 
ascertained  what  the  appropriate  agent  is ; our  failure  in  others  is  due  to  the  imperfection  of 
our  knowledge,  and  not  to  any  impossibihty  in  the  operation.  Time  seems  to  have  little 
influence  on  these  effects.  Thus  landscapes  and  architectural  views  taken  in  Mexico,  have 
been  “developed”  months  subsequently;  the  images  coming  out,  after  the  long  voyage,  in 
all  their  proper  forms,  and  in  all  their  contrast  of  light  and  shade.  The  photograph  had  for- 
gotten nothing.  It  had  equally  preserved  the  contour  of  the  everlasting  mountains  and  the 
passing  smoke  of  a bandit  fire. 

The  Telegraph  as  a Meteorological  Indicator. — “ The  electric  telegraph  is  likely  to 
render  us  henceforth  a service  which  it  has  not  until  now  been  known  to  be  capable  of.  A 
line  of  telegraph  wires  itself  constitutes  a better  indicator  of  certain  kinds  of  meteorologi- 
cal changes  than  any  other  we  as  yet  know  of.  All  persons  at  all  familiar  with  electric  tele- 
graphy are  aware  that  currents  other  than  Ihose  proceeding  from  the  batteries  employed  are 
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^qucntly  passing  along  all  lines  of  telegraph  wires.  They  arc  derived  from  either  the 
earth  or  the  atmosphere,  and  arc  called  ‘ earth-currents.’  They  are  subject  to  great  varia- 
tions, and  whenever  the  earth-currents  are  more  irregular  than  ordinary,  bad  weather  inva- 
riably follows,  the  degree  of  the.  irregularity  of  the  earth-currents  bearing  always  an  exact 
relation  to  that  of  the  storminess  of  the  weather  which  they  precede.” 

Tei/Egraphing  by  Magneto-electric  Machines. — The  introductory  report  of  the  Patent 
OflSce  for  1863  stated,  “It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  days  of  telegraphing  by  the  gal- 
vanic battery  are  numbered,  and  that  the  magneto-electric  machine  will  ere  long  take  its 
place  for  this  as  well  as  for  many  other  purposes.”  Since  then  the  Morse  telegraph,  between 
Washington  and  New  York,  has  been  worked  with  one  of  Beardslee’s  little  magneto-electric 
machines,  occupying  space  less  than  a cubic  foot.  The  correspondence  was  kept  up  over 
the  People’s  Line  with  perfect  freedom  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  the  Morse  operator  rat- 
tled off  the  messages  as  if  he  were  perfectly  at  home. 

Another  highly  interesting  development  in  magneto-electric  science  is  the  discovery  and 
application  of  a new  mode  of  ignition  for  purposes  of  blasting  with  powder.  Hitherto  tor- 
pedoes and  other  powder  blasts,  fired  by  electricity,  have  depended  upon  the  ignition  of  a 
very  fine  platinum  wire.  When  this  had  to  be  done  through  long  circuits,  or  at  a great  dis- 
tance, very  large  and  expensive  galvanic  batteries  were  required,  owing  to  the  great  diminu- 
tion of  the  quantity  of  electricity.  Now,  however,  powder  has  been  fired  through  the  dis- 
tance of  100  miles  by  means  of  a little  magneto-electric  machine,  occupying  less  than  a cubic 
foot.  This  astonishing  achievement  has  been  accomplished  by  means  so  simple  that  elec- 
tricians will  wonder  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the  uninitiated.  It  is  done  by  a pencil-mark. 
The  stroke  of  a common  black-lead  pencil  on  a block  of  wood  is  substituted  for  the  platinum 
wire,  and  this  disintegrated  conductor,  as  it  may  be  called,  is  so  intensely  ignited  by  the 
magneto-electric  current  as  to  set  fire  to  the  wood. 

The  application  of  this  ingenious  device  within  a suitably  prepared  cartridge,  will  bo 
hailed  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  to  mining  and  engineering  operations  of  the 
present  day. 

Progress  op  Telegilv.phic  Construction. — TiTiile  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
engaged  upon  the  great  enterprise  of  constructing  a line  of  telegraph  to  Europe  via  Behrings 
straits  and  the  Amoor,  the  British  government  are  pushing  their  great  project  of  connecting 
London  and  Calcutta  with  the  electric  wire,  to  a speedy  conclusion.  Telegraphic  commu- 
nication has  existed  for  two  or  three  years  between  London  and  Constantinople,  and  recent- 
ly a cable  has  been  successfully  submerged  through  the  Persian  gulf,  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  160  miles  of  land  line  between  Diwanyeh  on  the  Euphrates  and  the  Shat-el-Arab,  the 
western  terminus  of  the  Persian  gulf  cable,  completes  the  through  telegraphic  communication 
from  the  Thames  to  the  Ganges. 

Another  route  from  England  to  India,  in  connection  with  the  Persian  gulf  cable,  passes 
through  Kussia  by  way  of  Tiflis  to  Teheran,  thence  to  Ispahan  and  Shiraz,  and  joins  the 
cable  at  Bushire. 

When  the  Atlantic  cable  and  the  Russian  line  arc  successfully  in  operation,  we  shall  have 
two  separate  routes  to  China  and  India — to  the  latter  via  London  and  Constantinople,  via  St. 
Petersburg  and  Teheran;  and  to  the  former  Ada  Russia  line  from  Irkoutsk  in  Siberia  to 
Pekin,  and  via  the  Persian  gulf  cable  and  India. 

The  Microscope. — It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  of  any  instrument  producing  more 
wonderful  results  than  the  microscope,  which,  by  enabhng  us  to  see  better,  develops  the 
extraordinary  powers  that  arc  possessed  by  the  human  eye  for  adding  to  the  facts  which 
constitute  the  basis  of  those  general  laws  which  are  the  sciences  of  natural  history  and  phys- 
iology. In  the  detection  of  minute  forms  of  plants  and  animals,  and  in  the  unravelling  of 
the  minute  structure  of  the  organs  of  animals  and  plants,  the  microscope  has  rendered 
much  service  to  science.  A whole  creation  of  minute  plants  and  animals,  having  distinct 
organs  and  performing  varied  functions,  has  been  added  to  our  knowledge  by  the  aid  of  this 
instrument.  The  observation  of  these  minute  forms  of  hfe  has  led  to  a more  correct  and 
satisfactory  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  forms  of  higher  and  more  visible  creations;  and 
the  views  of  disease,  which  are  modifying  the  practice  of  medicine  every  day,  are  mainly 
owing  to  the  formation  of  more  correct  theories  of  disease  under  the  influence  of  the  micro- 
scope. 

Minute  Magnitudes. — When  we  turn  a screw  once  round  in  a nut  or  hole  fitted  to 
receive  it,  we  at  the  same  time  push  it  forward  to  a distance  equal  to  one  thread  of  the  screAv; 
consequently,  if  the  screw  be  turned  only  one-tenth  round,  it  advances  only  one-tenth  of  the 
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distance  between  one  thread  and  another.  If  there  were  a hundred  threads  to  the  inch, 
the  screw  were  turned  only  one  hundredth  part  of  a circumference,  it  would  advance  only 
ono  ten  thousandth  part  of  an  inch  forward.  Mr.  Whitworth,  an  English  mathematician, 
has  contrived  an  apparatus  which  would  detect  the  difference  between  the  length  of  two 
bars,  even  if  it  were  so  minute  as  one  millionth  part  of  an  inch.  There  is  a screw  with  ten 
threads  to  an  inch,  a tangent-screw  wheel  with  400  teeth  in  its  circumference,  and  a gradu- 
ated circle  with  250  divisions;  these  parts  are  so  connected  that  a movement  equal  to  one 
division  of  the  circle  causes  an  advance  of  the  screw  through  a space  of  only  one-millionth 
of  an  inch.  So  nice  is  the  adjustment,  that  the  standard  yard,  a square  bar  of  steel,  when 
placed  in  the  machine,  is  so  expanded  by  a touch  of  the  finger,  as  to  show  an  appreciable 
lengthening  even  under  the  influence  of  the  small  amount  of  heat  thus  imparted.  The  result 
is  seen  in  many  ways.  Some  years  ago  there  was  a difficulty  in  working  metals  to  one-twen- 
tieth of  an  inch ; but  the  one-thousandth  of  an  inch  is  now  worked  as  accurately  as  the  one- 
twentieth  was  then. 

The  Color  of  Trout.— Put  a living  black  burn  trout  into  a white  basin  of  water,  and  it 
becomes,  within  half  an  liour,  of  a light  color.  Keep  the  fish  living  in  a white  jar  for  some 
days,  and  it  becomes  absolutely  white;  but  put  it  in  a dark-colored  or  black  vessel,  and 
although  on  first  being  placed  there  the  w'hite-colored  fish  shows  most  conspicuously  on  the 
black  ground,  in  a quarter  of  an  hour  it  becomes  as  dark-colored  as  the  bottom  of  the  jar, 
and  consequently  difficult  to  be  seen. 

Photo-sculpture. — The  inventor  of  this  new  process  is  M.  Willt-mc  of  Paris,  and  his 
establishment  in  that  city  devoted  particularly  to  it,  consists  of  a large  circular  room  about 
30  feet  high  and  40  feet  in  diameter,  surmounted  with  a cupola,  all  of  glass,  to  admit  the 
greatest  possible  amount  of  light.  All  romid  the  circular  wall  supporting  the  -cupola  are,  at 
equal  intervals,  24  camerae  obscura),  by  which  24  photographs  of  the  person  standing  in  the 
qentre  of  the  large  round  operating  room  are  to  be  taken  at  the  same  moment;  and  after  a 
few  seconds  in  the  required  fixed  position,  the  person  is  no  more  wanted.  His  statuette  will 
be  finished  without  his  presence,  in  another  part  of  the  estabhshment,  where  the  modelling 
is  performed  by  the  very  ingenious  process  by  which  the  block  of  clay  is  to  take  consecu- 
tively, all  round,  the  various  outhnes  of  each  of  24  photographs.  Photograph  No.  1 is  placed 
in  a magic  lantern,  and  an  enlarged  image  of  it  projected  upon  a screen.  Near  to  this  screen 
is  a small  circular  table,  turning  upon  a pivot,  and  divided  round  its  circumference  into  24 
parts.  Upon  this  little  table  is  placed  a block  of  modeler’s  clay,  of  sufficient  size  to  allow  of 
a bust  or  statuette  of  the  required  dimensions  being  cut  from  it;  and  between  it  and  the 
screen  is  mounted  a large  pantograph,  furnished  at  one  end  with  the  customary  style  or 
tracer,  but  wdth  a sharp  tool  or  cutter  at  the  other  end,  occupying  the  place  of  the  pen  or 
pencil.  Photograph,  pantograph,  and  clay  block  being  adjusted  to  their  proper  positions, 
the  operator  carefully  guides  the  style  over  the  outline  of  the  enlarged  photograph,  and  the 
cutting  tool,  exactly  following  every  motion  of  the  style,  cuts  the  clay  into  a profile  exactly 
corresponding  to  that  of  the  photograph,  and  hence  exactly  similar  to  the  contour  of  the 
original  model  or  sitter  as  seen  from  the  point  occupied  by  camera  No.  1.  When  this  is 
done,  the  next  photograph  is  brought  before  the  magic  lantern,  the  block  of  clay  is  turned 
l-24th  of  the  whole  circle  marked  on  its  stand,  another  profile  is  imparted  by  the  pantograph 
to  the  block  of  clay,  and  so  on  until  the  block  has  received  all  round  the  24  outlines  oi  the 
24  photographs.  The  operation  is  finished  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  employment  of  the  pho- 
tographs. The  bust  or  the  statuette  produced  by  this  means  is  a likeness  which,  although 
in  a somewhat  uneven  state,  no  one  can  mistake.  It  is  now  necessary  to  smooth  by  hand,  or 
by  a tool,  all  the  slight  roughnesses  produced  by  the  various  cuttings,  and  to  soften  down  and 
blend  the  small  intervals  between  the  outlines  or  profiles.  The  bust  or  statuette  once 
obtained  can  be  easily  multiplied  by  the  ordinary  means  in  use  for  producing  plaster  images, 
or  it  may  be  copied  into  marble  or  bronze  to  suit  the  taste  and  purse  of  its  possessor.  By 
varying  the  mechanical  arrangements,  it  may  be  produced  of  colossal  size,  or  diminished  to 
an  inch  in  height. 

Photographic  Ghosts. — A photographer  may  produce  a ghost-like  effect  at  pleasure.  A 
sitter  is  allow’ed  to  remain  in  the  focus  of  the  camera  only  half  the  time  necessary  to  produce 
a complete  photograph;  he  then  slips  quickly  aside,  and  the  persons  or  furniture  imme- 
diately behind  him  are  then  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  light.  As  a consequence,  a taint  or 
imperfectly  developed  photograph  of  the  man  appears,  while  the  furniture  is  visible  appar- 
ently through  his  body.  With  a little  tact,  a really  surprising  effect  may  be  produced  in 
this  w'ay. 
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iltAMOKB  Cameo  Photographs. -This  novelty  is  of  the  size  of  an  ordinary  card,  and 
contains  four  portraits,  each  giving  a difierent  view  of  the  face.  Each  portrait  consists  of  a 
bust  about  an  inch  iong,  and  three-quarters  of  an  inch  wide:  two  are  side  by  side  in  the 
middle  of  the  card)  and  two  at  the  top  and  bottom.  The  top  and  bottom  generally  consist 
of  a front  face  vio\V  and  a three-quarter  face  view!  while  the  others  consist  either  of  two 
entire  profiles,  one  of  the  left  and  one  of  the  right  side  of  the  face,  or  of  a profile  of  one  side 
and  a f view  of  the  other;  but  of  course  much  variety  in  this  respect  is  possible.  But  the 
especial  peculiarity,  and  that  which  gives  the  cameo  effect  of  the  picture,  is  yet  to  bo 
described : the  oval  containing  each  bust  is  punched  into  relief,  so  as  to  have  a convex  sur- 
face. The  eft'ect  of  this  in  giving  the  illusion  of  roundness  and  relief  to  the  whole  image, 
cannot  be  readily  imagined  by  a person  who  has  not  seen  it.  It  is  difficult  at  first  glance  to 
believe  that  the  features  have  not  a special  relief  of  their  own,  and  the  cameo  effect  is  perfect. 

Mikhte  Photographs.  — There  are  little  photographic  pictures,  not  larger  than  a pin’s 
head,  containing  multitudes  of  portraits  of  distinguished  persons;  a focalizing  apparatus 
produced  them,  and  a microscope  is  necessary  to  render  them  visible. 

Unequal  Power  of  the  Organs  op  Hearing.  —It  appears  from  numerous  trials  on  vari- 
ous individuals,  that  the  hearing  is  generally  best  with  the  right  ear.  A similar  difference  in 
the  power  of  the  right  and  left  eye  is  also  more  common  than  is  generally  supposed,  as  the 
impression  made  on  the  weaker  eye  is  absorbed  or  dissipated  by  the  stronger. 

The  great  Indian  Cyclone  of  1864.— On  the  night  of  the  1st  of  November,  1864,  a 
cyclone  or  hurricane  swept  over  the  Bay  of  Bengal'and  the  adjacent  coasts,  which,  as  regards 
power  and  destructive  effect,  was  probably  the  most  remarkable  and  terrific  phenomenon  of 
the  kind  which  history  has  ever  recorded.  Sixty  thousand  persons,  according  to  the  official 
government  reports,  were  destroyed  by  the  immediate  action  of  this  storm,  while  an  equal 
or  greater  number  have  probably  died  through  its  later  and  indirect  influence.  In  the 
island  of  Saugor.  out  of  8,200  persons,  but  1,200  have  been  left.  Up  the  course  of  the  Gan- 
ges the  wave  rushed,  overwhelming  the  villages  on  the  banks,  and  leaving  the  few  who  sur- 
vived the  flood  to  perish  for  want  of  food ; their  grain  rotted  and  their  crops  were  destroyed 
by  the  salt  water,  and  they  had  no  resource  but  to  die.  But  the  scene  of  the  greatest  disas- 
ter appears  to  have  been  Masulipatam,  about  half  way  down  the  coast.  In  the  wet  season  it 
is  overflowed  by  the  freshets  of  the  Kistna,  and  it  requires  at  all  times  to  be  xirotected  from 
the  ocean  by  sea  walls  and  dykes.  The  centre  of  the  hurricane  jiassed  within  a mile  of  the 
devoted  town  at  10  p.  M.,  in  a night  of  utter  darkness.  Amid  the  storm  of  wind  a tidal  wave 
13  feet  liighcr  than  the  highest  tide-mark  surmounted  sea  walls  and  dykes,  and  poured  over 
the  whole  of  the  surrounding  country.  For  an  hour  the  water  rose  and  covered  nearly  800 
square  miles  of  the  plain,  and  when  it  retired  at  11,  the  work  of  destruction  was  done.  The 
plain  for  80  miles  along  the  coast,  and  from  nine  to  ten  miles  inland,  had  been  submerged, 
and  in  one  place  the  storm- wave  had  reached  a spot  17  miles  from  the  shore.  We  can  only 
feebly  picture  to  ourselves  the  desolation  of  the  scene.  The  low-built  houses  of  the  natives 
had  been  washed  away,  and  those  which  might  have  reached  above  the  wave  had  been 
blown  down  by  the  fury  of  the  storm.  Whole  villages  were  entirely  destroyed;  their  inhab- 
itants were  drowned,  their  cattle  were  lost,  their  crops  were  buried  beneath  a thick  deposit 
of  mud  and  sand.  In  fort  and  town  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  had  perished.  One  thou- 
sand were  drowned  in  the  fort,  and  15,000  in  the  town,  and  in  the  surrounding  villages 
20,000  more  had  met  their  death.  The  destruction  of  property  caused  by  this  storm  at  Cal- 
cutta and  other  places  was  immense;  and  effects  of  the  visitation  must  remain  impressed 
upon  the  country  for  years. 

Invisible  Rays  of  Solar  and  Electric  Light.— Sixty-five  years  ago  Sir  William  Her- 
schel,  permitting  a sunbeam  to  i>ass  through  a glass  prism,  formed  the  colored  spectrum  of 
the  solar  light;  and  carrying  a small  thermometer  through  its  various  colors,  he  determined 
their  heating  power.  He  found  this  power  to  augment  gradually  from  the  violet  to  the  red ; 
but  he  also  found  to  his  surprise  that  the  calorific  action  did  not  terminate  where  the  visible 
spectrum  ended.  Placing  his  thermometer  in  the  dark  space  beyond  the  red,  he  found  the 
heating  power  there  to  be  greater  than  in  any  part  of  the  visible  spectrum.  This  result  was 
confirmed  by  others,  and  like  every  natural  truth  that  can  be  brought  to  the  test  of  experi- 
ment, the  verity  of  Sir  William  Herschel’s  announcement  was  soon  completely  established. 

At  various  intervals  during  the  last  ten  years  Prof.  Tyndall  has  occupied  himself  with  the 
invisible  radiation  of  the  electric  light.  The  spectrum  was  formed  by  means  of  lenses  and 
prisms  of  pure  rock-salt.  As  in  the  case  of  the  solar  spectrum,  the  heat  was  found  to  aug- 
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mcnt  from  the  \dolet  to  the  red,  while  in  the  dark  space  beyond  the  red  it  rose  to  a nidki- 
mum.  The  position  of  the  maximum  was  about  as  distant  from  the  extreme  red  in  the  one 
direction  as  the  green  of  the  spectrum  in  the  opposite  one. 

Having  thus  demonstrated  that  a powerful  flux  of  dark  rays  accompanies  the  bright 
ones  of  electric  light,  the  question  arose,  “Can  we  separate  the  one  class  of  rays  from  tho 
other  ?’*  Prof.  Tyndall,  after  various  other  experiments,  tried  a solution  of  iodine  in  bisul- 
phide of  carbon,  and  arrived  at  the  extraordinary  result  that  a quantity  of  dissolved  iodine 
•ufficiently  opaque  to  cut  off  the  light  of  the  mid-day  sun  was,  within  the  limits  of  experi- 
ment, absolutely  transparent  to  invisible  radiant  heat.  Concentrating  by  a small  glass  mir- 
ror, silvered  in  front,  the  rays  emitted  by  the  carbon  points  of  the  electric  lamp,  he  obtained 
a convergent  cone  of  light.  Interposing  in  the  path  of  this  concentrated  beam  a cell  con- 
taining the  opaque  solution  of  iodine,  the  light  of  the  cone  is  utterly  destroyed,  while  its 
invisible  rays  are  scarcely,  if  at  all,  meddled  with.  These  converge  to  a focus,  at.  which, 
though  nothing  can  be  seen  even  in  the  darkest  room,  the  following  effects  may  readily  be 
produced:  When  a piece  of  black  paper  is  placed  in  the  focus,  it  is  pierced  by  the  invisible 
rays  as  if  a white-hot  spear  had  been  suddenly  driven  through  it;  the  paper  instantly 
blazes,  without  any  apparent  contact  with  any  thing  hot.  A pile  of  wood  and  shavings,  on 
which  the  focus  falls,  is  quickly  ignited,  and  thus  a fire  may  be  set  burning  by  the  invisible 
rays.  A strip  of  blackened  zinc-foil  placed  at  the  focus  is  pierced  and  inflamed  by  the  invis- 
ible rays ; by  gradually  drawing  the  strip  through  the  focus,  it  may  be  kept  blazing  with  its 
characteristic  purple  light  for  a considerable  time.  This  experiment  is  particularly  beauti- 
ful. Magnesium  wire,  presented  to  the  focus,  burns  with  almost  intolerable  brilliancy. — 
Annual  of  Set.  Discovery. 

Facts  about  Petroleum.— The  development  of  the  business  of  obtaining  petroleum  in 
this  country  has  progressed  during  the  past  year  with  wonderful  rapidity,  and  the  business 
itself  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  lucrative  branches  of  American 
industry.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  geologists,  that  the  geographical  area  covered  by  oil- 
bearing rocks  on  the  North  American  continent  east  of  the  Mississippi,  cannot  be  less  than 
200,000  square  miles.  Springs  yielding  petroleum  in  immense  quantities  are  also  reported 
by  Prof.  Silliman  and  others,  as  existing  upon  the  Pacific  coast. 

In  the  oil  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  the  average  depth  at  which  oil  is  found  by  boring  is 
from  550  to  600  feet;  in  some  instances,  however,  the  wells  exceed  700  feet  in  depth.  Oil  is 
not  always  obtained  at  onco,  but  some  of  the  best  wells  have  to  be  pumped  for  days  or 
weeks  before  they  commence  flowing.  All  flowing  wells,  moreover,  do  not  flow  continuous- 
ly, and  some  of  the  phenomena  presented  are  highly  interesting.  Thus,  for  example,  tho 
so-called  “ Yankee  ” well,  located  on  Cherry  Hun,  was  sunk  in  July,  1864,  and  is  606  feet 
deep.  After  being  pumped  two  weeks,  the  well  yielded  by  pumping  from  10  to  20  barrels 
I>er  day.  Afterwards,  just  as  the  workmen  had  started  to  pull  the  tubing  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  it,  oil  commenced  to  flow  without  pumping  at  the  rate  of  35  barrels,  increasing  at 
last  to  50  barrels  per  day.  The  flow  is  spasmodic,  lasting  from  five  to  seven  minutes,  then 
ceasing  for  about  twenty  minutes. 

The  “ Brawley  ” well  began  to  flow  in  the  summer  of  1861,  yielding  600  barrels  per  day. 
After  flowing  a year  and  a half,  the  yield  began  to  diminish,  and  speedily  ran  down  to  notliing. 

The  “Van  Slyke  ” well  “ struck  oil  “ in  the  fall  ©f  1861,  at  a depth  of  about  500  feet,  and 
at  first  flowed  at  the  rate  of  600  barrels  per  day.  It  also  gave  out  in  about  a year  and  a half. 

The  “Big  Phillips  ” well  struck  oil  in  October,  1861,  at  a depth  of  480  feet.  The  estimated 
quantity  of  the  original  flow  was  from  3,000  to  4,000  barrels  per  day.  The  rush  of  oil  was  so 
overwhelming,  that  it  was  several  days  before  the  well  could  be  tubed;  40,000  or  50,000  bar- 
rels of  oil  were  lost  in  the  creek  before  the  Workmen  finally  got  control.  The  flow  began  to 
decrease  about  the  latter  part  of  1862. 

The  “ Noble  ” well  struck  oil  in  April,  1863.  Its  maximum  daily  yield  was  between  1,900 
and  2,000  barrels.  It  flowed  six  months  with  undiminished  volume,  when  it  began  to 
decrease.  It  was  flowing  until  the  1st  of  February,  1865,  at  the  rate  of  150  to  200  barrels  per 
day,  when  an  accident  stopped  it.  This  well  is  said  to  have  netted  its  owners  $3,000,000. 

The  large  flowing  wells  have  generally  stopped  after  25  or  30  months’  flow.  Some  few 
have  continued  with  diminished  volume  over  three  years.  The  pumping  wells  have  aver- 
aged about  the  same  duration.  Quite  recently  it  has  been  ascertained  that,  by  using  the  air|p- 
pump,  wells  which  had  ceased  to  produce  oil,  could  be  made  to  resume  their  yield ; and  the 
many  instances  in  which  wells  have  been  resuscitated  after  apparent  failure,  have  led  observ- 
ing oil  producers  to  believe  that  good  ©il  lands  will  yield  the  article  to  an  indefimte  period. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  S.OCIETIES,  ETC 

BOSTON. — Am,  Board  for  For.  Missions,  1st  Tues.  in  Oct.;  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  D.  D., 
Rev,  Selah  B.  Treat,  Sec's;  Langdon  S.  Ward,  Treas.,  Miss. -house,  33  Pemberton-square ; Rev. 
Geo.  W.  Wood,  Sec.,  A.  Merwin,  Agent  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th 
Tues.  in  May;  Rev.  Jos.  G.  Warren,  D.  D,,  Sec. ; F.  A.  Smith,  Treas.,  12  Bedford-st.  Am.  Ed. 
Soc.jin  May;  Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Cornhill.  Am.  Tract  Soc 
(national)  N.  E.  Branch,  G.  Punchard,  Sec.,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Treas.,  40  Cornhill.  Amer.  Tract 
Soc.  AT  Boston,  last  Wed.  in  May;  Rev.  W.  C.  Childs,  D.  D.,  Rev.  I.  P.  Warren,  Sec's;  Henry 
Hill,  Treas.,  28  Cornhill.  Mass.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  Cong’l  Lib. 
Mass  S.-S.  Soc  , Rev.  A.  Bullard,  Sec,,  M.  H.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Am.  S.-S.  Union, 
H.  D.  Noyes,  Agt.,  117  Wa.shington-st. 

I NEW  YORK. — Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Jos.  Holdich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  J.  R. 
Taylor,  D.  D.,  Sec’s;  Caleb  T.  Rowe,  General  Agent,  Henry  Fisher,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible-house, 
Astor-place.  Am.  and  For.  Bib.  Soc.,  U.  D.  Ward,  Cor.  Sec.,  George  Gault,  Treas.,  116  Nzls- 
sau-st.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm,  H.  WyckofF,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  Rev.  C.  A . Buckbee,  Asst.  Treas., 
350  Broome-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May,  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hallock,  D,  D., 
Rev.  0.  Eastman,  Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s;  0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist,  Sec.  and 
Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Milton  Bad- 
ger, D.  D.,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  H.  Clapp,  Cor.  Bee’s;  C.  R.  Robert,  Treas.,  Bible- 
house,  Astor-place.  Am.  Bap.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  S.  Backus,  D.  D.,  Sec. ; J.  M.  White- 
head,  Asst.  Treas.,  132  Nassau-st.  Board  of  For.  Miss,  of  Pres.  Church,  Hon.  Walter  Low- 
rie,Rev  John  C.  Lowrie,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  Irving,  Cor.  Sec’s;  Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas.,  23  Cen- 
tre-st  Amer.  and  For.  Chris.  Union,  Tues.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May ; Rev.  Joseph  Scudder, 
Rev.  A.  E.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s;  C.  C.  North,  Treas  , 156  Chambers-st.  Am.  Seamen’s 
Friend  Soc.,  Monday  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May ; Rev,  H.  Loomis,  Sec. ; S.  Brown,  Assist.  Treas., 
80  Wall-st.  Amer.  Temp.  Union,  2d  Thurs.  in  May,  evening;  Rev.  J.  Marsh,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec., 
No  10  Park  bank.  Protest.  Epis  Church  Miss. — Domestic  Com.,  Rev.  J.  D.  Carder,  D.  D., 
Sec.  and  Gen.  Agent,  17  Bible-house;  For.  Com.,  Rev.  S.  D.  Denison,  Sec.,  No.  19  Bible-house. 
Evan.  Knowl.  Soc,,  Rev.  H.  Dyer,  D.  D.,  3 Bible-house.  Meth.— Book  Concern,  T.  Carlton, 
D.  D.,  and  J.  Porter,  D,  D.,  Agents,  200  Mulberry-st . ; Mission.  Soc.,  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  Cor. 
Sec.,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D.,  Treas.,  200  Mulberry-st. ; S.  S.  Union,  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  Tract 
Soc.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.,  J.  Porter,  D.  D.,  Treas. ; Rev.  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,'200  Mulberry-st. 
Ref.  Dutch — Dom,  Mission,  Rev.  G.  Talmage,  Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st. ; Board  ef  Pub,,  Rev.  T. 
C.  Strong,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  Peter  Duryee,  Treas.,  215  Greenwich-st.;  Foreign  Mission,  Rev. 
Philip  P«ltz,  Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st,,  G.  G.  Smith,  Treas.,  70  Broad-st.  Board  of  Education, 
Rev.  John  L.  See,  Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st.  Soc.  for  Coll,  and  Theol.  Edijca.  at  West,  Rev. 
T.  Baldwin,  Sec.,  80  Wall-st.  Am.  Miss.  A.sso.,  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  Rev.  M.  E.  Strieby, 
Sec’s;  L.  Tappan,  Treas.'  61  John-st  N.  Y.  State  Colon,  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D,,  Cor. 
Sec  , 22  Bible-house,  Astor-place.  N.  Y.  S.-S.  U.nion,  R.  G.  Pardee.  Agent,  599  Broadway;  and 
Am  S.-S  Union,  Rev.  S.  B.  S.  Bissell,  Sec.,  G;  S..  Scofield,  Agent,  599  Broadway.  New  York 
Sab  Com  , Rev  Philip  SchafF,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  5 Bible-hou.se. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  1210  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Agt.  and  Supt.  Colp.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  F.  A,  Packard,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.,  1122  Chestnut-st.  Gen. 
Assem.  Boards — Domestic  Missions,  910  Arch-st.,  T.  L.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; S.  D.  Powel, 
Esq.,  Treas.  Education,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Rev.  Thns.  McCauley,  Sec.;  William  Main,  Treas. 
Publication,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.  and  Editor;  Winthrop  Sargent, 
Super,  of  Colportage,  and  Treas.  Am.  Bap.  Publica.  Soc.,  530  Arch-st. ; Rev.  B.  Griffiths,  Cor. 
Sec.  Penn.  Bible  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st.,  Jos.  H.  Dulles,  Cor.  Sec.  Phila.  Educa.  Soc.,  Chas. 
Brown,  Cor.  Sec.  ; William  Purves,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Phila.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev. 
Robert  Adair,  Sec.,  H.  Perkins,  Treas.,  13:34  Chestnut-st.  Luth.  Boarb  of  Pub.,  42  North 
Ninth-st.,  Rev.  Samuel  Laird,  Cor.  Sec.  Pres.  Pub.  Com.,  1364  Chestnut-st.,  Rev.  John  W. 
Dulles,  Cor.  Sec.;  Wm.  Purves,  Treas.  Dom.  Miss.  Ger.  Ref.  Church,  493  N.  4th-st. ; Rev. 
S.  H.  Giesy,  Cor.  Sec.  For.  Miss.  Ref.  Pres.  Church,  636  N.  17th-st. ; Rev.  S,  0.  Wylie, 
Chairman . 

FORT  WAYNE,  IND. — Gen.  Synod  of  Luth.  Church,  in  United  States,  3d  Thurs.  in 
May,  1866.  General  Lutheran  Societies  at  the  same  time  and  place:  Parent  Educa.,  Home 
Miss.,  For.  Miss.,  Church  Extension,  Historical,  and  Publication  Societies. 

WASHINGTON. — American  Colonization  Society,  3d  Tues.  in  Jan. ; Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Cor. 
Sec  ; Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  Fin.  Sec. 

MINISTERS’  MEETINGS. — Gen.  Conference  in  Maine,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
New  Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  Aug.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  As- 
sociA.,  Mass.,  4th  Tues.  in  June.  Evan.  Conso.,  R I.,  2d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  Conn..  3d 
Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven.  Prot.  Epis.  Ch.,  1st  Wed. 
in  Oct.  Gen.  Assembly  Pres,  Church,  3d  Thurs.  in  May.  Gen.  Confer.  M.  E.  Church, 
May  every  4th  year  from  .1860.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Dutch  Church,  on  the  1st  Wed.  in  June. 
Gen.  Synod  Evano.  Lutheran  Church,  biennially  in  May  of  even  years. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS.— New  Eng.,  Newport,  R.  I.  Second  day  after  2d  Sixth 
day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  York,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third  Second  day 
in  Fourth  mo.  Balti.,  last  Second  day  but  one  in  Tenth  mo.  North  Carolina,  New  Garden, 
Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  m Eleventh  mo.  Ohio,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Second  day  after 
first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana,  Whitewater,  on  Fifth  day  preced.  first  First  day  in  Tenth 
month. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS,  CHIEFLY  ILLUSTRATED. 

HOME  SCENES.  An  elegant  small  quarto  gift-book,  containing  the  choicest  prose  and 
poetical  gems  in  the  English  language  on  Home,  illustrated  by  fourteen  photographic  pic- 
tures, fac-similies  of  fine  engravings.  $3  cloth  gilt;  $5  morocco. 

CHRISTIAN  HOME-LIFE.  A rich  and  valuable  work  for  every  household.  Frontis- 
piece in  tint.  299  pp.  12mo. 

JOHN  VINE  HALL,  or  Hope  for  the  Hopeless.  By  Rev.  Newman  Hall  of  Surrey  chapel, 
London.  Abridged.  Steel  portrait.  264  pp.  12mo.  It  is  one  of  the  best  temperance  works 
ever  issued. 

ALLAN  CAMERON.  The  eventful  life  of  a Scottish  clergyman's  son.  1S4  pp.  ISmo. 

LILIAN,  or  Persecutions  in  England  300  years  ago.  199  pp.  18mo. 

OUR  VILLAGE  IN  WAR-TIME.  Sketches  from  our  recent  struggle  for  the  national  life. 
125  pp.  18mo. 

THE  SWISS  CHILDREN.  Successful  care  for  little  exiles  from  abroad.  120  pp.  18mo. 

MADELINE.  The  true  history  of  a New  England  girl.  96  pp.  18mo. 

A LITTLE  MORE.  Showing  to  the  young  the  value  of  contentment  with  their  lot. 
96pp.  18mo. 

JESUS  IN  BETHANY.  Our  Saviour’s  words  and  deeds  in  the  village  of  Martha  and 
Mary.  80  pp.  18mo. 

THE  COLOR-BEARER.  The  history  of  Sergeant  Clary,  a young  patriot  soldier.  106  pp. 
18mo. 

THE  EMPEROR  ALEXANDER,  of  Russia.  Showing  from  authentic  sources  the  power 
of  the  gospel  in  his  conversion  and  subsequent  life.  44  pp.  18mo. 

THE  LIGHT-HOUSE  BOY.  A story  of  facts,  pleasing  and  instructive.  55  pp.  18mo. 

CHLOE.  An  interesting  narrative  of  a native  African.  32  pp.  18mo.  . 

HOURS  WITH  WORKING  WOMEN.  For  the  use  and  encouragement  of  all  who  are 
laboring  for  the  relief  and  elevation  of  this  interesting  class.  Ill  pp.  18mo. 

THE  THEATRE.  A clear  and  forcible  exhibition  of  its  evils.  39  pp.  18mo. 

HOURS  WITH  MAMMA.  Scripture  talks,  in  quiet  twilight  hours;  for  young  children. 

GLEN  CABIN.  A graphic  story  of  life  in  the  White  mountains.  232  pp.  18mo. 

THE  YOUNG  LADY  OF  PLEASURE.  Free  correspondence  between  a young  lady  and 
her  late  teacher.  316  pp.  12mo. 

ILVERTON  RECTORY.  A book  well  fitted  to  foster  a manly  piety  in  boys.  188  pp. 
18mo. 

EVELYN  PERCrVAL.  The  beauty  of  piety  in  those  blessed  with  social  advantages. 
189  pp.  18mo. 

SAVE  THE  ERRING.  A fine  narration  for  school-boys  and  their  friends.  164  pp.  18mo. 

A FATHER’S  LETTERS  TO  HIS  DAUGHTER. 

THE  HUGUENOTS  OF  FRANCE. 

FOR  SEAMEN. 

CHRIST  AND  THE  SEA.  By  Rev.  John  Spaulding.  Exhibiting  the  scenes  and  truths 
which  endear  the  Bible  and  the  Saviour  to  seamen.  75  pp.  18mo. 

THE  SABBATH  AT  SEA.  By  the  same  author.  Clearly  and  pleasantly  urging  the  claims 
of  the  sailor  on  the  rights  and  blessings  of  the  holy  day.  30  pp.  18mo. 

THE  SAILOR’S  TEXT-BOOK.  A choice  pocket-companion  for  the  sailor.  32mo. 

THE  SEA,  AND  THE  SAILORS  OF  THE  BIBLE.  32mo. 

SHIP,  AHOY ! 32mo. 

SOMETHING  FOR  THE  LOCKER.  32mo. 

Also,  SEAMEN’S  NARRATIVES,  a beautiful  volume,  finely  illustrated,  18mo;  and  THE 
UFE  OF  JOHN  NEWTON,  18mo. 
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NEW  PACKET. 

THE  LEAVES  OF  LIFE  contains  forty  leaflets  of  four  pages  each — a choice  and  beauti- 
ful arrangement,  suited  to  all  classes  of  readers.  25c. 

BIBLE  HELPS. 

FAMILY  BIBLE,  with  Notes,  Instructions,  Maps,  Tables,  etc.  Super-royal  octavo.  In 
one  volume  sheep,  or  three  volumes  cloth,  $5;  gilt,  $6  50;  sheep,  gilt  sides,  $7;  moroc- 
co, $11. 

FAMILY  TESTAMENT  AND  PSALMS,  with  Notes.  Super-royal  octavo.  $1  75  cloth,  or 
$2  25  gilt.  « 

NEW  TESTAMENT,  with  Notes,  etc.  Pocket  Edition,  80c.,  or  $1  05  gilt;  $1  25  sheep.  ■ 

BIBLE  ATLAS  AND  GAZETTEER.  Super-royal  octavo,  with  six  fine  large  Maps,  Tables, 
etc.  90c. 

DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE,  with  250  Engravings,  Maps,  Tables,  etc.  Large 
12mo.  $150  cloth;  $1  75  gilt;  $2  sheep;  $3  50  morocco.  ' . 

CRUDEN’S  CONDENSED  CONCORDANCE.  8vo.  $1  50  cloth;  $2  sheep. 

LOCKE’S  COMMONPLACE-BOOK  TO  THE  HOLY  BIBLE.  Octavo.  $1. 

THE  BIBLE  TEXT-BOOK,  with  Maps,  Index,  and  Tables.  30c. 

YOUTH’S  BIBLE  STUDIES,  complete  in  six  parts,  175  engravings.  In  a set,  mth  case, 
$2  50. 

GALLAUDET’S  YOUTH’S  SCRIPTURE  BIOGRAPHY,  complete  in  eleven  volumes,  With 
49  engravings.  In  a case,  $4. 

VOLUMES  LARGELY  ILLUSTRATED. 

FLOWERS  OF  SPRING-TIME.  A mine  of  richest  gems  for  a household,  and  of  unfad- 
ing interest.  With  colored  frontispiece  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  engravings.  Full  quarta 
$2  50;  gilt,  $3. 

VIEWS  FROM  NATURE.  Forty  scenes  in  nature  and  art  finely  printed  in  tint,  and  with 
charming  descriptions  in  prose  and  poetry.  Small  quarto.  90c. ; gilt,  $1  10. 

SONGS  FOR  THE  IJTTLE  ONES  AT  HOME.  Ever  the  delight  of  parents  and  children. 
60c. ; 75c.  gilt. 

ILLUSTRATED  TRACT  PRIMER.  The  children’s  favorite.  ^5c. 

HOME  PICTURES.  A pleasing  book  for  the  httle  ones;  a cut  on, every  page.  30c. 

MY  PICTURE-BOOK.  A hoUday  gift.  Sixty-one  engravings.  25e. 

FIRST  FOOTSTEPS  IN  THE  WAY  OF  KNOWLEDGE.  40c. 

EVE  AND  HER  DAUGHTERS.  40c.  - 

CHILD’S  HISTORY  OF  THE  APOSTLE  *PAUL.  SJc. 

BETHLEHEM  AND  HER  CHILDREN.  40c. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  JERICHO.  40c. 

EASY  LESSONS  FOR  THE  LITTLE  ONES  AT  HOME.  40c. 

MORNING  STAR,  or  Childhood  of  Jesus.  40c. 

JOSEPH  AND  HIS  BRETHREN,  THAT  SWEET  STORY  OF  OLD,  THE  PROMISED 
ONE,  STRANGERS  IN  GREENLAND.  Each  35c. 

STORY  TRUTHS.  In  a case.  Vol.  1.,  The  Engine  and  its  Motto;  vol.  II.,  The  He- 
brew Captive;  vol.  III.,  Wonderful  Deliverance;  vol.  IV.,  Life  in  Ceylon.  Stories  of 
great  richness  and  beauty,  finely  illustrated.  $1  50;  gilt,  $2. 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  LIBRARY.  Choice  and  attractive  volumes  for  the  young. 
Thirteen  volumes  in  a case,  $9. 

THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGER 

) Is  perhaps  unsurpassed  in  interest  and  value  by  any  similar  periodical.  Issued  monthly  at 
25c.  single;  five  copies  to  one  address,  $1;  twenty  copies,  $3  50;  forty  copies,  $6. 

THE  AMERICANISCHER  BOTSCHAFTER  is  supphed  on  the  same  terms  as  the  English. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER, 

Beautifully  illustrated,  and  ever  a favorite  with  parents  and  children.  Issued  monthly. 
Eight  copies  to  one  address,  for  the  year,  $1;  forty  copies,  $5;  one  hundred  copies,  $12, 

FULL  CATALOGUES  of  the  Society’s  books,  with  price  of  each  and  cost  of  postage;  also 
descriptive  Catalogues  of  its  publications,  will  be  forwarded  free,  on  ai>plicatioa  to  the  De- 
: positarv  or  to  any  of  the  Society’s  agencies, 
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1.  Dowii  the  stream  of  life  they  ghde,  Little  mar-i  - ners  so  frail;  Gently  heaves  the 
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2.  But  the  angry  storrA  may  blow, 

And  the  smiling  heavens  grow  dark; 
And  the  hidden  rocks  below 
Rudely  tear  the  trembling  bark; 

Oft  upon  the  listening  ear 
Falls  the  shriek  of  wild  despair, 

From  the  shipwrecked  mariner 
In  his  shattered  bark. 


3.  Heavenly  Pilot,  be  our  guide, 
Youthful  mariners  defend; 

O’er  the  winds  and  waves  preside. 
In  the  dangerous  hour  befriend; 
Thou  who  bad’st  the  tempest  cease, 
And  from  peril  didst  release. 

Guide  them  to  the  port  of  peace. 
Where  their  fears  shall  end. 


HAPPY  VOICES,  from  which  the  above  tune  is  taken,  is  a new  and  beautiful  collection  of 
Hymns  and  Tunes  for  Sabbath-school  and  Home.  It  has  176  pages,  244  Hymns,  and  160 
Tunes,  a majority  of  them  new,  others  the  gems  of  various  collections,  or  indispensable  pub- 
lic favorites.  It  is  commended  on  every  hand  as  the  best  book  yet  published,  by  musical  pro- 
fessors, Sabbath-school  leaders,  pastors,  etc.,  and  is  gaining  a large  circulation.  **It  pleases 
the  eye,  the  ear,  and  the  heart.”  Price  by  the  quantity  30c.  each,  in  stiff  covers  with  cloth 
backs;  35c.  in  boards.  At  retail,  35c.  and  40c.  Postage  8c. 

SONGS  OF  ZION,  384  pp.  18mo,  containing  over  400  Hymns  and  180  Tunes,  is  believed 
to  be  the  best  book  for  social  meetings  yet  published,  and  in  many  places  the  best  for  public 
Sabbath  services.  It  has  more  valuable  and  available  pieces  than  many  books  of  twice  the 
size.  Price  50  cents. 


GEMS  FOR  THE  PRAYER-MEETING  is  an  admirable  vest-pocket  collection  ot  Hymns 
and  Tunes  all  Christians  love  to  sing.  Every  minister  and  neighborhood  needs  a few 
copies,  for  funerals,  revivals,  and  all  occasional  meetings.  128  pp.  8 cents;  in  cloth  18 
cents. 


ASTRONOMICAL  ITEMS. 

trHE  Fixed  Stars. — Striking  as  are  the  results  obtained  by  spectrum  analysis  when 
bed  to  the  sun,  moon,  and  planets,  they  sink  into  insignificance  when  compared  with  the 
Nations  afforded  us  of  the  constitution  of  those  distant  bodies  the  stars,  and  the  light 
which  is  thus  thrown  upon  their  structure  is  conclusive  as  to  their  being  of  the  same  nature 
as  our  own  sun ; a result  which  analogy  had  previously  indicated,  but  which  had  not  been 
supported  by  any  positive  evidence.  It  might  be  supposed  that  their  distance  offered  insu- 
perable obstacles  to  such  an  inquiry,  but  spectrum  analysis  knows  no  such  limits,  and  as 
long  as  we  can  obtain  light  of  an  incandescent  substance  in  appreciable  quantity,  it  matters 
' not  whether  it  exists  within  a few  inches  of  the  spectroscope,  or  at  a distance  of  unnumbered 
millions  of  miles,  the  result  being  equally  certain.  In  the  spectra  of  aU  the  brighter  stars 
that  have  been  examined,  the  dark  lines  appear  to  be  as  numerous  and  as  fine  as  in  the  solar 
siiectruni.  No  stars  sufiiciently  bright  to  be  observed  are  without  hues,  and  star  differs  from 
star  only  in  the  arrangement  of  the  lines,  and  consequently  in  the  elementary  substances 
present;  but  all  the  stars  are  constructed  on  one  and  the  same  plan.  These  si^ectrum  obser- 
vations on  the  stars  contribute  something  towards  an  experimental  basis,  on  which  a con- 
clusion, hitherto  but  a pure  speculation,  may  rest,  namely,  that  at  least  the  brighter  stars 
are,  like  our  sun,  upholding  and  energizing  centres  of  systems  of  worlds  adapted  to  be  the 
abode  of  living  beings. 

Insolvable  Nebulae.  —Among  the  most  wonderful  and  interesting  recent  discoveries  in 
astronomy  are  those  obtained  by  “ spectrum  analysis,”  bearing  on  the  nature  of  nebulae,  and 
on  theories  as  to  the  origin  of  worlds.  IModern  improvements  in  telescopes  have  so  much 
increased  their  power  as  to  enable  human  sight  to  penetrate  further  and  further  into  space, 
and  to  resolve  one  after  another  most  of  the  known  nebulae.  In  a common  telescope  these 
nebulae  appear  like  faintly  luminous  cloudlets  or  patches  of  light  in  the  remoter  regions  of 
the  sky;  but  in  the  best  telescopes  they  appear  hke  countless  minute  points  of  light,  as 
though  from  distant  groups  of  stars.  Some,  however,  still  retain  their  nebulous  aspect,  with 
lierhaps  a bright  spot  in  the  centre.  Very  recently  the  light  from  some  of  these  latter  neb- 
ulae has  been  analyzed  by  prisms,  etc.,  and  proves  to  be  of  the  kind  emanating  from  substan- 
ces of  a purely  gaseous  nature,  in  distinction  from  the  light  of  the  sun,  iilanets,  and  fixed 
stars,  which  indicates  that  its  source  is  a solid  luminous  body.  In  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  therefore,  we  arc  obliged  to  accept  as  authentic  this  information,  brought  on  tho 
wings  of  light  with  more  than  telegraphic  swiftness  from  the  far  corners  of  the  universe. 
Yet  it  is  not  proved  that  these  nebulae  will  ever  consolidate  into  worlds,  luminous  or  non- 
luminous;  still  less,  that  our  own  globe  and  all  others  were  at  first  mere  nebulous  matter. 


The  IIigiie.st  Mountains  in  the  United  States. — A reconnoisance  of  the  Sierra  range, 
between  the  parallels  of  3G  ^ and  38°,  recently  undertaken,  shows  that  this  portion  of  the  state 
of  California,  previously  unexplored  and  unknown,  contains  the  greatest  mass  of  mountains, 
taking  width  and  average  elevation  into  consideration,  which  has  yet  been  discovered  within 
the  limits  of  tho  United  States,  and  perhaps  on  the  North  American  continent : at  one  point, 
within  the  field  of  view  of  the  explorers,  there  were  observed  five  rnoimtains  of  over  14,000 
feet  elevation;  and  about  50  peaks  which  rose  to  a height  of  over  13,000  feet.  The  culminat- 
ing point  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  in  this  district  was  moreover  believed  to  be  not  short  of  15,000 
feet  above  the  sea  level,  which  is  considerably  higher  than  mount  Shasta,  hitherto  regarded 
as  the  most  lofty  peak  in  the  United  States.  Prof.  Whitney  also  states  that  it  is  by  no  means 
impossible  that  some  other  points  of  the  range  are  even  yet  more  elevated. 

Effect  of  Open-air  Exercise  on  Longevity. — The  greater  longevity  of  persons  living 
in  the  country  appears  almost  wholly  due  to  the  greater  proportion  of  out-door  occupation; 
inasmuch  as  shopkeepers  and  others  following  sedentary  pursuits  in  the  country  have  no 
well-marked  vital  superiority  over  the  same  classes  in  to^^^ls;  whereas  farm-laborers,  though 
exposed  to  the  effects  of  wet,  attain  a greater  longevity  than  any  class  of  mechanics  working 
in  a confined  atmosphere.  Even  scavengers  in  towns,  who  are  exposed  to  very  great  im- 
purities, are  long-lived,  owing  to  the  vital  influence  of  the  open  air  in  which  they  follow  their 
occupation. 

The  largest  described  Snake. — Mr.  Speke,  in  his  work  on  tho  discovery  of  the  source 
of  the  Nile,  thus  describes  the  death  of  a snake  of  the  boa  species,  shot  by  his  travelling 
companion  Capt.  Grant:  “I  shuddered  as  I looked  upon  the  effects  of  his  tremendous  dying 
strength.  For  yards  around  where  he  lay,  grass  and  bushes  and  saplings,  and  in  fact  every 
thing  except  the  more  fully  grown  trees,  were  cut  clean  off,  as  though  they  had  been  trimmed 
with  an  immense  scythe.  This  monster,  when  measured,  was  51  feet  2\  inches  in  extreme 
length,  while  round  the  thickest  portion  of  its  body  the  girth  was  nearly  three  feet;  thus 
Iiroving,  I believe,  to  be  the  largest  serpent  that  was  ever  authentically  heard  of.” 


MEMORANDA  FOR  1866. 

Jan  1,  Circum. ; G,  Epiph. ; 7,  1st  S.  aft.  Epiph.;  14,  2d  S,  aft.  Epiph. 


21,  3d  S. 


aft.  Epiph,.;  25,  Coiiv.  of  St.  Paul;  2S,  Septuagesitna.  Feb.  2,  Purif.  of  Virgin  Mary;  1,  y 
Sexages;.ma;  If,  Q.uiiiquagesima ; 14.  Ash- Wednesday  ; 18,  1st  S.  in  Lent;  21,  St.  Mat-  ^ 
thias,  25,  2d  S.  in  Lent.  March  4,  3d  S.  in  Lent;  11.  4th  S.  in  Lent;  18,  5th  S.  in  Lent; 

25,  S.  bef  Easter  and  Annun.  of  Vir.  Mary;  2ti,  Mon.  bef.  Easter;  27.  Tues.  bef.  Easter;  28, 
Wed.  bef.  Easter;  29,  Thurs.  bef.  Easter:  3U,  Good-Friday;  31,  Easter-even.  April  1,  Easter- 
day;  2,  Mon., in  Easter  week;  3,  Tues.  in  Easter  week;  8,  1st  S.  aft.  Easier;  15,  2d  S.  aft.  Eas- 
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ity  Sunday.  J UXE  y,  1st  S.  aft.  Trinity ; 
l'»,  2d  S.  aft.  Trinj^ll,  St.  Barnabas;  17,3d  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 24,  4th  S.  aft.  Trin.  and  Nativ.  St. 
John  Baptist ; 29,  ^ Peter.  July  1 , 5th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 8,  Gth  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 15,  7th  S.  aft.  'Prin  ; 
22,  8tVi  S.  aft.  Trin.;  25,  St.  Janes;  29,  9th  S.  aft.  Trin.  Aug.  5,  lUth  S.  aft.  Trin.;  12,  11th 
S.  aft.  Trin.;  19,  12th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  24.  St.  Bartholomew;  2(),  13th  S.  aft.  Trin.  Sept.  2,  14th 
S.  aft.  Trin.;  9,  15th  S.  aft.  Trin.  ; IG,  16th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  21,  St.  Matthew;  23,  17th  S.  aft. 
Trin.;  29,  St.  Michael  and  All-Angels;  30,  18th  S.  aft.  Trin.  Oct.  7.  19th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  14, 
20th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 18,  St.  Luke ; 21,  21st  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 28,  22d  S.  aft.  Trin.,  and  Sts.  Simon  and 
Jude.  Nov.  1,  All-Saints;  4,  23d  S.  aft.  Trin.;  II,  21th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  18,  25th  S.  aft.  Tan.; 
25,  26th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 30,  St.  Andrew,  ^ Dec.  2,  Advent  Sunday  ; 9,  2d  S.  in  Advent;  16,  .3d  S. 
in  Advent;  21,  St.  Thomas;  23,  4th  S.  in  Advent;  25,  Christmas;  26,  St.  Stephen;  27,  St.  John 
Evan. ; 28,  Holy  Innocents;  30,  1st  S.  aft.  Christmas. 
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RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

Letters,  prepaid  by  stamps,  Sets,  each  ^ oz.  or  fraction  thereof,  to  all  parts  of  the  country, 
including  California  If  the  stamp  is  omitted,  the  letter  is  forwarded  to  the  Dea  -letter  ofiice, 
and  returned  to  the  writer,  Drop  or  Zorn/  letters,  2cts.  each  h oz.  prepaid,  and  all  letter.s  and  pa- 
pers delivered  in  cities  free  of  charge  Circulars,  unsealed,  2 cts.  for  every  three  circulars  to  one 
address 

Newspapers  to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  regular  subscribers,  payable  quarterly  in 
advance,  weekly,  not  over  4 oz  , 5 cts.  a quarter,  and  5 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  ; and  an 
additional  5 cts.  for  each  additional  issue,  dailies  six  times  a week  being  30  cts.  a quarter.  All 
other  regular  periodicals  sent  to  subscribers.  I ct.  for  less  than  4 oz.  Weekly  new .spapers  free 
in  the  county  where  issued.  Small  periodicals  referred  to  the  Post-master  General, 

Books,  not  over  4 oz.  4 cts. ; and  4 cts  for  each  additional  4 oz,  or  J'raction  thereof:  prepaid. 

Other  miscellaneous  packages,  not  over  4 oz.,  2 cts.,  and  2 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz. 
prepaid.  These  unbound  mi.scellaneous  packages  include  single  transient  papers,  proofs,  man- 
uscripts for  books,  cards,  samples,  cuttings,  roots,  and  ail  similar  articles  allowed  in  the  mails. 

Foreign  Postage  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
each  half  ounce:  To  England.  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  24  cts. ; to  France  and  Algeria  by  French 
mails,  15  cts.  quarter  ounce.  By  the  Bremen  or  Hamburg  mails  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Ham- 
burg is  10  cts.  ; to  Frankfort  and  Wurternburg,  15  cts.  ; to  the  German  states,  Prussia,  Austria, 
and  its  states,  and  Lombardy,  J5  cts.  ; to  the  Sardinian  states,  23  cts.  ; to  Papal  states,  28  cts. ; 
to  the  Two  Sicilies,  22  cts. ; to  Denmark.  20  cts. ; to  Sweden,  33  cts.  ; to  Norway.  38  cts. ; to  Ru.s- 
sia,  29  cts.  By  the  Prussian  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail,  the  postage  to  these  countries  is 
higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  to  them,  excepting  to  the  Two  Sicilies,  is  optional;  as  also 
to  Canada  and  the  British  North  American  states,  where  the  po.stage  is  10  cents  under  3,000 
miles,  and  15  cents  over.  To  the  following,  postage  must  be  prepaid  : To  British  West  Indies, 
Aspinwall,  Panama,  and  Mexico.  1 0 cts.  under  2,500  miles,  20  cts.  over ; to  New  Granada,  1 8 cts. ; 
to  Peru.  22  cts. ; to  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  and  Chili.  34  cts. ; to  Sandw'ich  Islands.  New  South  Wales, 
and  China,  by  mail  to  San  Francisco,  thence  by  private  ship,  10  cts.  ; to  China  and  Australia 
via  England,  33  and  45  cts.,  via  Marseilles,  35  and  57  cents 
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Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1S66,  by  O R.  KincsBusT,  in  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the 
District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 


CON  JUNCTION  OF  THE  PLANETS,  AND  OTHER  PHENOMENA. 


Month. 

Aspect. 

Time. 

Distance  apart. 

Mouth. 

Aspect. 

Time. 

Distance  apart. 

D.  H.  M. 

0 / 

D. 

H.  M. 

0 f 

Jan 

5 near  $ 

3 0 30  m 

? 

0 5S. 

July 

])  near  2f 

20 

5 20  m. 

n 

2 3S. 

5 near  2f 

7 6 34  e. 

n 

4 25  S. 

^ stationary 

22 

5 23  e. 

« 8 @ 

10  3 51  e. 

$ 

180  0 

^ near  9 

29  10  20  e. 

? 

4 33  N. 

D near  d 

19  7 34  m 

■s 

8 58  N. 

Aug. 

3 near  $ 

3 

6 56  m. 

$ 

0 !^1  ^ 

3 near  ^ 

28  4 22  e. 

2 14  S. 

^ near  ^ 

7 

7 24  m. 

2 39  ^ 

6 near  $ 

31  0 54  e 

? 

0 29  S. 

9 near  9 

10 

7 6 m. 

9 

4 37  S. 

Feb. 

n 6 m 

3 0 55  e. 

*00 

10 

5 19  e. 

90  OE. 

2f  near  5 

7 3 56  m 

9 

1 30  S. 

^ near  21 

16 

5 59  m. 

2f 

2 20  S. 

inm 

12  5 29  e. 

90  OW. 

9 gr.  elon.  W. 

21 

2 4 m. 

9 

18  27 W. 

D near  $ 

15  6 36  m. 

S 

8 44  N. 

^ 8 # 

26 

2 17  m. 

2f 

180  0 

5 stationary 

18  5 22  e. 

D near  9 

28 

8 25  e. 

? 

2 53  N. 

? gr  elon.  W 

20  5 28  m. 

9 

46  48  AV. 

])  near  $ 

31 

11  37  e. 

$ 

2 22  S. 

^ near  \ 

25  2 23  m. 

2 15  S. 

Sept. 

])  near  ^ 

3 

5 49  e. 

2 49  S. 

Mar. 

3 near  9 

2 6 28  m. 

9 

2 12  S. 

9 near  9 

10 

3 48  e. 

9 

0 22  N. 

^ stationary 

4 4 47m 

D near  21 

12 

6 45  m. 

n 

2 42  S. , 

])  near  2f 

4 10  21  m. 

3 36  S. 

? sup.  8 ® 

25  11  10  m. 

0 0 J 

5 near  s 

7 1 2o 

9 

2 38  N. 

I)  near  $ 

29 

8 2e. 

$ 

4 7Si 

9 gr.  elon.  E. 

9 9 35  e. 

9 

18  19 E. 

Oct. 

D near  ^ 

1 

7 Im. 

2 57  Sfl 

D near  $ 

14  6 29  e. 

S 

7 54  N. 

D near  21 

9 10  49  m. 

n 

2 49  m 

^ near  ^ 

24  10  26  m 

2 15  S. 

$ near  9 

19 

5 36  e. 

9 

1 55  a 

9 near 

31  3 32  e. 

9 

0 41  N. 

21  stationary 

24 

9 9 m. 

April 

i)  near  if 

1 6 46  m. 

If 

3 10  S. 

^ near  9 

25 

9 47  e. 

9 

4 45  a 

^ near  9 

1 7 59  m. 

9 

2 26  S. 

D near  9 

27  10  32  e. 

? 

4 oM 

5 near  i 

11  4 27  e. 

S 

6 56  N. 

I)  near  $ 

28 

5 30  e. 

$ 

5 13 

s n# 

15  6 24  e. 

S 

90  OW. 

^ near  ^ 

28 

9 14  e. 

2 59  sT 

D near  ^ 

20  3 28  e. 

2 4 S. 

5 near  9 

29 

4 7 m. 

9 

7 52  S. 

9 gr.  elon.  W. 

22  10  35  e. 

9 

27  13  W. 

9 gr.  elon  E. 

31 

6 33  e. 

9 

23  39  E. 

D near 

29  1 15  m. 

2f 

2 42  S. 

Nov. 

D near  21 

5 

7 23  e. 

2f 

2 35  S. 

May 

D near  9 

1 7 39  m. 

9 

0 40  S. 

^ near  9 

7 

8 18  m. 

9 

1 49  S. 

3 near  S 

9 8 31  e. 

5 28  N. 

$ near  9 

14 

6 37  e. 

9 

0 21  N. 

^ 8 m 

11  7 37  e. 

180  0 

9 near  9 

15 

3 35  e. 

9 

1 8 S. 

D near  ^ 

17  6 20  e. 

1 56  S. 

$ near  9 

15  : 

11  2e. 

9 

0 43  S. 

3 near  U 

26  3 55  e. 

2 17  S. 

^ i-m 

19 

6 36  m. 

0 0 

^ n ® 

27  5 40  e. 

21 

90  OW. 

^ n # 

21 

1 It  e. 

n 

90  OE. 

D near  9 

31  4 18  m. 

9 

2 3 N. 

D near  ^ 

25  ; 

10  55  m. 

3 4S. 

June 

3 near  $ 

7 5 16  m. 

s 

3 47  N. 

^ near  $ 

26 

7 2e. 

s 

, 5 37  S. 

3 near  ^ 

13  8 32  e. 

2 OS. 

^ near  9 

27 

9 15  m. 

? 

5 38  S. 

3 near  2f 

23  1 17  m. 

21 

2 IS. 

Dec. 

I)  near  21 

3 

7 46  m. 

u 

2 OS. 

'U  stationary  : 

27  10  7 m. 

9 gr.  elon.  W. 

9 

1 0 e. 

9 

21  OW. 

3 near  9 

30  0 42  m. 

9 

4 9N. 

near  9 

12 

7 29  m. 

9 

0 9N. 

July 

3 near  9 

3 2 15  e. 

9 

3 34  N. 

^ near  ^ 

22  11  16  e. 

3 16  S. 

3 near  $ 

5 4 46  e. 

S 

1 48  N. 

5 near  9 

27  11  41  e. 

9 

4 43  S. 

9 gr  elon.  E. 

6 3 4 m. 

9 

26  11  E. 

^ near  21  : 

30  10  44  e. 

n 

1 18  S. 

3 near  ^ 

11  0 26  m. 

2 15  S. 

Characters  Explained. — 5 Mercury,  ? Venus,  £ Mars,  2f  Jupiter,  Saturn,  ])  Moon, 
^ Sun,  8 opposition  or  half  a circle  apart,  n quadrature  or  quarter  of  a circle  apart,  d con- 
junction or  together,  having  the  same  riffht  ascension  ; the  word  near  used  above  means  the 
same,  and  indicates  that  the  two  bodies  are  then  on  a line  running  from  the  North  Pole 
through  both  ; gr.  elon. , greatest  elongation  or  farthest  distance  from  the  Sun  ; stationary, 
when  the  planet  is  without  apparent  motion,  and  is  about  to  move  in  a direction  contrary  to 
that  it  last  had.  The  above  table  enables  us  to  find  the  planets  throughout  the  year. 


ECLIPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1867. 

There  will  be  two  eclipses  of  the  Sun  and  two  of  the  Moon. 

I.  An  annular  eclipse  of  the  Sun,  March  6.  Invisible  in  America,  but  visible  in  Europe, 
Africa,  and  Asia.  See  the  map  of  this  eclipse. 

II.  A partial  eclipse  of  the  Moon  early  in  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  March  20.  Visible 
throughout  America.  In  California  and  Oregon  it  will  begin  in  the  evening  of  the  19th. 
For  the  points  of  first  and  last  contact  with  the  shadow,  and  the  direction  of  the  Moon’s  path 
through  it,  see  the  engraving  of  this  eclipse.  For  the  times  of  its  phases,  see  annexed  table, 

III.  A total  eclipse  of  the  Sun,  August  29.  Invisible  in  the  United  States,  but  visible  in 
South  America.  See  the  map  of  this  eclipse. 
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IV.  A partial  eclipse  of  the  Moon,  Friday  evening,  September  13.  Visible  in  America 
generally.  This  eclipse  will  begin  before  the  Moon  rises  at  places  west  of  Boston,  and  it  will 
therefore  rise  more  or  less  eclipsed.  In  the  Pacific  states  this  eclipse  is  wholly  invisible. 
For  the  points  of  first  and  last  contact  with  the  Earth’s  shadow,  and  the  direction  of  the 
Moon’s  track  through  it,  see  the  engraving  of  this  echpse.  For  the  times  of  the  several 
phases,  see  the  annexed  table. 


Eclipse 
of  March  20. 

Eclipse 
of  Sept.  13. 

c g 

95'  c 

C aJ 

e 0 

7c  ^ 

c 

(U  s 
pa 

W £ 

P3 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

- 3 1 

. 6 8 

6 43 

9 42 

2 46 

; 5 53 

6 28 

9 27 

2 39 

1 5 46 

6 21 

9 20 

2 36 

1 5 43 

6 18 

9 17 

2 34 

5 41 

6 16 

9 15 

2 31 

5 38 

6 13 

9 12 

2 30 

5 37 

9 11 

2 29 

5 36 

9 10 

2 25 

5 32 

9 6 

2 23 

5 30 

9 4 

2 21 

5 28 

9 2 

2 20 

5 27 

ns 

9 1 

2 19 

5 26 

0} 

a 

0 

9 0 

2 17 

5 24 

<0 

03 

8 68 

2 15 

5 22 

<U 

8 56 

2 12 

5 19 

a 

0 

0 

8 53  : 

2 9 

5 16 

C3 

8 50 

2 8 

5 15 

3 

'cc 

V 

8 49  ^ 

2 7 

5 14 

60 

g 

8 48  1 

2 C 

5 13 

"3 

a 

U 

8 47 

2 5 

5 12 

<u 

8 46  i 

2 4 

5 11 

8*45 

2 0 

5 7 

8 41 

1 58 

5 5 

8 39  ! 
! 

1 55 

5 2 

M 

8 36,  i 

1 

1 53 

5 0 

1 

8 34i  ] 

1 51 

4 58 

1 ^ 

8 32  J 

1 49 

4 56 

8 30i  1 

Principal  places. 


HaUfax,  N.  S. 

Eastport,  Me. 

Bangor,  Me. 

Augusta,  Me. ) 

Bnmswick,  Me.  - • j 

Portland,  Me. 

Boston,  Mass. ) 

Cambridge,  Mass,  j 

Quebec,  C.  E. ] 

Providence,  R.  I.  - - ' 

Lowell,  Mass. 

Newport,  R.  I. 

Concord,  N.  H.  - - - 
Montpelier,  Vt.  - - - 
Hartford,  Conn.  - - 
Springfield,  Mass. 
Northampton,  “ - - ) 
New  Haven,  Conn. ) 
Montreal,  C.  E.  - 1 

Troy,  N.  Y. } 

Albany,  N.  Y. ) 

Hudson,  N.  Y. | 

New  York 'i 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.  I 
Newburg,  N.  Y.  - - f 
Po’keepsie,  N.  Y.  - J 

Trenton,  N.  J. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  - ) 

Utica,  N.  Y. } 

Ogdensburg,  N,  Y. ) 
Wilmington,  Del.  - j 
Baltimore,  Md.  - - 

Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Annapolis,  Md.--- 
Harrisburg,  Pa.--- 
Kingston,  C.  W.  - - 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.  -- 

Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Canandaigua,  N.Y. 
Frederickton,  Va.  - 
Petersburg,  Va.  - - 
Richmond,  Va. --- 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  - - 

Bufialo,  N.  Y. 

Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Toronto,  C.  W.  - - - 
Georgetown,  S.  C. 
Panama,  N.  G.  - - - 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Charleston,  S.  C.  - • 
Chagres,  N.  G.  - - - 

Erie,  Pa. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Columbia,  S.  C.  - - 
St.  Augustine,  Fla. 


Principal  places. 


Augusta,  Ga.  - - 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Havana,  Cuba 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Columbus,  Ohio-- 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  - - 
Lansing,  Mich.  - - - 
Lexington,  Ky.  - - - 
Tallahassee,  Fla.  - ) 
Frankfort,  Ky.  - - - j 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  - - - 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Grand  Haven,  Mich. 
Nashville,  Tenn.  - - - 

Chicago,  lU. ) 

Evansville,  Ind.  - - j 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.-- 
Milwaukie,  Wis.--) 

Mobile,  Ala. j 

Cairo,  111. 1 

Hickman,  Ky. ! 

Madison,  Wis. f 

Springfield,  111.  - - - J 
New  Orleans,  La.  - j 
Jackson,  Miss.  - - - j 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 1 

Galena,  111.  j 

Dubuque,  Iowa 


Baton  Rouge,  La.  - 

Keokuk,  Iowa 

Quincy.  111. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa  - - 


H.  M. 

1 48 
1 47 
1 46 

1 43 


Eclipse, 
of  Sept.  13. 


H.  M, 

4 55 
4 54 
4 53 

4 50 


1 38 

1 37 

1 34 
1 33 
1 31 
1 29U 
1 28  : 4 

1 25  j 4 
1 24*  4 
1 22  4 


4 45 


4 44 


1 17 

1 15 

1 14 
1 12 

1 10 


1 

1 

0 59 

0 55 
0 53 

0 51 

0 44 

0 39 
0 11 
11  46 
11  11 
11  8 
11  7 


4 24 


4 22 


4 14 
4 13 
4 6 


3 58 

3 51 

3 46 
3 18 
2 53 
2 18 
2 15 
2 34 


11  5 2 12 


11  2 2 
11  0 2 
10  56  2 


H,  M. 

8 29 
8 28 
8 27 

8 24 


8 19 

8 18 

8 15 
8 14 
8 12 
8 10 
8 9 

8 6 
8 5 
8 3 


7 58 

7 56 

7 55 
7 63 

7 51 

7 49 

7 48 
7 47 
7 40 

7 36 
7 34 

7 32 

7 25 

20 
6 52 
6 27 


^ invisible. 


THE 

FAMILY 

CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 

THE  SEASONS. 

H. 

■M.  D. 

H. 

M. 

Winter  begins  December 

21,  1866- -7 

42  eve.,  and  lasts  - -89 

0 

48 

Spring 

“ March 

20,  1867- -8 

30  eve.,  “ --92 

20 

34 

Summer 

“ June 

21,  1867- -5 

4 eve.,  “ - -93 

11 

23 

Autumn 

**  September  23,  1867- -7 

27  mo.,  “ - -89 

18 

4 

Winter 

“ December 

22,  1867- -1 

3J  mo.  Trop.year,  365 

5 

49 

MORNING  AND  EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  will  be  Morning  Star  until  September  25,  when  it  is  in  superior  conjunction  with 
the  Sun,  being  then  rendered  invisible  by  the  superior  light  of  the  Sun;  and  being  also  at  its 
maximum  distance  from  the  Earth,  it  will  have  its  minimum  apparent  diameter,  and  its  disc, 
if  visible,  will  be  a perfect  circle.  After  this  date  it  will  soon  appear  low  in  the  west  soon 
after  sunset,  being  Evening  Star,  and  daily  appearing  further  east  of  the  Sun.  At  the  close 
of' the  year  18GC  it  shows  beautifully  as  a Morning  Star,  increasing  in  splendor  until  January 
17,  when  its  illuminated  disc  is  greatest.  It  rises  then  about  4h.  23m.  mo.  On  February  24 
it  reaches  its  greatest  elongation — 46°  48' — west  of  the  Sun,  whence  it  moves  off  towards  the 
Sun  and  superior  conjunction,  with  daily  decreasing  light.  On  January  1,  it  will  be  north- 
east of  Antares ; on  February  5,  it  enters  Sagittarius ; March  8 it  will  be  3^  south  of  ^ Cap- 
ricorni;  and  April  4 it  will  be  90  south  of  y Aquarii,  the  brightest  star  in  the  Urn. 

Mabs  will  be  Evening  Star  during  the  entire  year.  It  will  appear  largest  January  10, 
being  then  at  its  opposition,  or  180^  from  the  Sun,  and  rising  about  sunset.  It  is  then  near- 
est the  Earth,  and  its  diameter  about  four  times  as  large  as  when  at  its  conjunction.  On  April 
15,  it  will  be  90^  east  of  the  Sun,  and  pass  the  meridian  about  sunset.  On  January  1,  it  will 
be  south-east  of  Pollux,  and  about  on  a line  with  Castor  and  Pollux.  It  moves  backwards  or 
to  the  west  now,  and  until  February  18.  On  January  7,  it  will  be  2gO  south  of  Pollux;  on 
January  14,  60  south  of  Castor;  and  on  April  7,  it  will  be  back  again  due  south  of  Pollux,  but 
now  4}0  south  of  it,  and  18^  north  of  Procyon.  After  June  the  planet  will  be  rather  incon- 
spicuous. 

JupiTEB  will  be  Evening  Star  until  February  3,  being  then  in  conjunction  with  the  Sun, 
and  lost  in  its  light.  Thence  Morning  Star  until  May  27,  when  it  reaches  its  western  quad- 
rature. During  the  rest  of  the  year  it  will  be  Evening  Star,  and  rather  interesting.  August 
26,  it  will  be  largest  and  at  the  opposition,  rising  about  sunset,  and  will  appear  three  times 
as  large  as  Mars  did  on  January  10.  Its  positions  in  the  sky  are  shown  for  the  year  in  the 
engraving.  On  December  9 it  will  be  10°  due  south  of  the  brightest  star  in  the  Urn. 

Satukn  will  be  Morning  Star  until  February  12,  rising  after  this  before  midnight,  and 
being  Evening  Star  until  November  19,  when  it  becomes  Morning  Star.  It  will  be  in  Libra 
most  of  the  year,  north-west  of  Antares,  and  at  the  time  of  opposition.  May  12,  it  will  be 
brightest.  See  the  drawing  of  its  path. 

Mercuey  will  be  brightest,  and  at  the  most  favorable  stations  for  visibility,  March  6,  July 
3,  and  October  28,  being  then  in  the  west,  and  Evening  Star  soon  after  sunset;  also  April  25, 
August  24,  and  December  12,  being  then  in  the  east  as  Morning  Star  just  before  sunrise. 


NOTABLE  DAYS  AND  PERIODS. 

Dominical  Letter,  F;  Epact,  25;  Golden  Number,  6;  Solar  Cycle,  28;  Julian  Period,  6,580; 
Jewish  Lunar  Cycle,  3 ; Dionysian  Period,  196. 

The  92d  year  of  American  Independence  begins  July  4;  the  5,628th  of  tlie  Jews  begins 
September  30;  the  1,284th  of  Mohammed  begins  May  5th,  and  ends  April  23,  1868. 


Ancient  Dates. — Astronomers  have  been  enabled  to  fix  tlje  dates  of  many  events  in 
ancient  history,  by  means  of  the  natural  phenomena  recorded  in  connection  with  them  by 
historians.  Thus  a battle  between  the  Medes  and  the  Lydians  is  proved  to  have  been  fought 
May  28,  B.  C.  585;  for  there  was  a total  eclipse  of  the  sun  during  its  progress,  and  unerring 
calculations  prove  that  the  only  eclipse  total  in  Asia  Minor  at  that  era  was  on  the  day  above 
named.  In  a similar  manner  Halley  ascertained  the  precise  day  of  the  landing  of  Julius 
Csesar  in  Britain,  August  26,  B.  C.  55,  guided  by  the  notices  in  Caesar’s  Commentaries 
respecting  the  full  moon  and  the  tides.  Some  of  the  dates  thus  determined  by  modern 
scienoe  are  of  importance,  as  they  help  to  fix  the  time  of  other  memorable  events. 
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THE  TRACK  OF  SATURN, 


Showing  its  direct  ji,nd  retrograde  motions.  It  retrogrades  from  March  4 to  July  22. 


THE  PATH  OP  MARS,  WHEN  NEAR  THE  OPPOSITION, 


Showing  his  direct  and  retrograde  motions.  He  retrogrades,  or  moves  westward,  from 
December  2, 1866,  to  February  18.  1867.  He  then  moves  eastward  the  rest  of  the  year. 

1* 


IS  1866 


6 THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


PHASES  OF  VENUS* 


THE  PATH  OF  JUPITER  IN  THE  SKY, 


Showing  his  direct  and  retrograde  motions.  He  moves  back,  or  towards  the  west,  past  the 
stars,  from  June  27  to  October  24,  At  other  times  he  moves  eastward. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  U. 

New  Moon  

5 

7 46  ev. 

7 34  ev. 

7 22  ev. 

7 10  ev. 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

13 

11  50  rno. 

11  38  mo. 

11  26  mo. 

11  14  mo. 

Full  Moon 

20 

2 52  mo. 

2 40  mo. 

2 28  rno. 

2 16  mo. 

Third  Quarter  • • • 

27 

10  3 mo. 

9 51  mo. 

9 39  mo. 

9 27  mo. 

1st  MONTH.  JAI^UARY,  1867. 


31  DAYS. 


Sun  on  Merid. 


12  3 50 
12  7 24 
12  10  23 
12  12  36 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merld. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H.  M. 

K.  M. 

B.  M. 

H.  M. 

o 

H.  M.  8. 

New  Moon 

4 

1 32  ev. 

1 20  ev. 

1 8 ev. 

0 56  ev. 

1 

12  13  52 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

11 

8 56  ev. 

8 44  ev. 

8 32  ev. 

8 20  ev. 

9 

12  14  29 

Full  Moon 

IS 

2 57  ev. 

2 45  ev. 

2 33  ev. 

2 21  ev. 

17 

12  14  16 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

26 

6 48  mo. 

6 36  mo. 

6 24  mo. 

6 12  mo. 

25 

12  13  18 

CALENDAR  FOR 
CII AKLES’N  s K ORTH 
Carolina,  Tennessee, 
Creo.,  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi,  and  Louisiana. 

a 
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“ 3 
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CALENDAR  FOR 
WASHINGTON ; 
Mary  I’d,  Virg’a, 
Ken’y,  Missouri, 
and  California, 

MOON 

RISES. 
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CALENDAR  FOR 
N.  YORK  CITY;  PHI- 
ladelphia.  Conn.,  New- 
Jersey,  Penn’ia,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois. 
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CALENDAR  FOR 
iJOSTON;  NEW  ENG- 
land.  New  York  State, 
Micliigpan,  Wiscon^ib 
Iowa,  and  Oregon. 
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1 7 4 48 
16  47  32 
16  29  59 
16  12  9 
15  54  2 
15  35  39 
15  17  0 
14  58  5 
14  38  55 
14  19  31 
13  59  53 
13  40  0 
13  19  55 
12  59  36 
12  39  5 
12  18  22 
11  57  28 
11  36  22 
11  15  4 
10  53  36 
10  31  59 
10  10  11 
9 48  14 
9 26  9 
9 3 54 
8 41  32 
8 19  1 

; 7 56  24 

•Miuowjoi-Ea  1 

j-edx  JO 

ofco— t'locor^'^oioi— iOfco'^cocot'-GO(OiOr-HOf(rO'-i^>ocoi''-oo(3i 
coco(OOcococococoTfTtiTO'0''^Tf'Tt<-'cr'cJ<'rrcocococococo»ocococo 

THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


9 


3d  MONTH. 


MARCH,  1867o 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 
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NEW  YORK. 
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9 

12  10  45 

Full  Moon 

20 

4 11  mo. 
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4thMOJVTH.  APRIL,  1867.  30  DAYS. 

MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Mcricl.' 
or  noon  inArk. 

New  Moon  

First  Quarter  • • • • 
Full  M^oou  - 

D. 

4 

11 

18 

26 

U M. 

5 20  ev. 
10  25  mo. 

6 22  ev. 
9 17  ev. 

H.  M. 

5 8 ev. 
10  13  mo. 

6 10  ev. 
9 5 ev. 

H.  M. 

4 56  ev. 

10  1 mo. 

5 58  ev. 
8 53  ev. 
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4 44  ev. 
9 49  mo. 
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9 3 28 
9 25  8 

9 46  38 
10  7 58 

10  29  9 

10  50  9 

11  10  58 

11  31  36 

11  52  3 

12  12  18 
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3tll  MONTH. 


MAY,  1867. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Mei 
or  noon  ma 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

11.  M. 

n.  M. 

D. 

H.  M. 

New  Moon 
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2 f)6  mo. 

2 44  mo. 

2 32  mo. 

2 20  mo. 
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11  57 

First  Quarter  • - • • 

10 

5 20  ev. 

5 8 ev. 

4 56  ev. 

4 44  ev. 

9 

11  56 

Full  Moon 
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9 8 mo. 

8 56  mo. 

8 44  mo. 

8 32  mo. 

17 
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0 14  ev. 
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THE  FAMILY* CIIKISTI AN  ALMANAC 


GtU  MONTH. 

JUNE,  18G7. 

30  DAYS. 

MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N, 

Sun  oil  Merit!, 
or  noon  mark. 
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17 

12  0 32 

Third  Quarter*  • ' • 

25 

0 45  mo. 
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0 ' 9 mo. 

25 

12  2 15 

H cs 

Ll.  ^ ^ 

« 2 3 

ce  ••‘H  S ® 


M 3 ^.S" 
9 


g 

ffi  « 


a CO  00  05  o 


HC^01C0TtOOC0t-00C505OT 


H Cl  CO  o o 


a 'S  00  05  o o r 


H O r 


pOOrHCM(MC0C0.“t-Q0  00  05OO- 


3 C'OCOTfTj<irOOCOCOt-t-^OOOOQOO>Cr505000'-i-^— • 


■I  Cl  C>  O CJ  CJ 


1>- 1'-  t-  1-  {." 


D r-i  'rr^  o 1"  . 05  lo  uc  O 00  O ^ ‘.o  CJ  rr  ’-H  '-t^ 

O COriTjiMCOCl  -^CIVCCI  gcO^O'^CO 

O)  >:< 

H(M<MC0C0.“lr-00  05<J5OOr-iCl  |Ot-It-<CICO 


CC  U J 

oo^i-2 

^ * U 

CXL^>^fi 

22-='S?= 

Z -a 

*T 

i;  *=-« 


a a>  00  05  O T 


a 1^  t-^  t-- t>  t—  c-  t--  tr-  t^  1-- 


. CO  CO  CO  >.C  ‘C  »0  -f  "Tf  'rj'  -f  Tfi  -f  rf  -T  rt  -ri<  'Tf  rf  i.c  >0  O ».c  CO  CO  1^  1.^  1-^ 

acocococococococococococococococococococococococococococococ-0 


0 00  c-  Cl  CJ  CMO  CO  CO  I"  Cti 

-si-  ^0  Cl  r-4  rr  Cl  Cl  Tt  CO 

coTi<ocot^i^ooc:5050T-iT-i  > 


M , 


§r5 

“ V V®  5 

lij  Li s 
— 1 f^dXi  s 2 
< »^  Q,  « S 
oO^«  a 

r ^ «•" 
kl-«  ^"3 
. a 3 a 


i L'-  00  CT5  O r 


g UO  O Tf 

|o^c 


CO  to  CO  CO  CX)  ^ 05 
Cl  T-H  r-i  rH  t-H  Cl  ^ 

r-H  d CO  r:!^  O CO  L- 


( 00  O CO  ‘I 

Cl  CJ  Cl 

' ■£  00  05  O 1-H  r 


5oo^»-Hdcoco.2i>ooo50500'-'CJ  2or 


a d 
a 


CO  CO 
l>  t- 


t-  r- 1- 1-  t-  t-  t-  t-  t- 


4)  a 

'a^  a**  . 
5 0 

2^iS«^ 

i „Ss“ 

uj  55  a 3 

“Hi’S? 

«Jg,S 

a 


a vQ  '< 
a Or 


HdC0'^V0C0COl>0005OOr 


HrHdCOCO'^kOCOt-00  05  0 


o g 
o u 
s » 


: CO  o3  00  05  o r 


iOOT-4r-HdCOCO.«  QO  05  05  O O r 


5 CO  CO 
• {>• 


0c/)05  050500000r 
t)C0C0C0C0'^'rfTji-rj''^r 


r--.  f ^ f'. t~- 1 ^ f ^ L’ t"  { ^ ' I " t'*  t''  t''  I'' 


- joap  s^ung 


^dddddddddrococococococococococococococococo^coooi^ 

°dddddddO?dddddddddddddddddddddd 


•5ia9A\  JoAvq 


. %-  ce'^u-,  - 


T^iuoxvrjoit-BQ 
•i133J^  JO  XlB(J 


HdC0Tj^U0COl>00  05Or 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


13 


rth  MONTH. 


JULY,  1867. 


31  DAYS. 


31««N»S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun 

on 

D. 

H.  M. 

H. 

M. 

a.  M. 

H. 

M. 

D. 

H. 

New  Moon 

1 

5 4 ev. 

4 

52  ev. 

4 40  ev. 

4 

28  ev. 

1 

12 

First  Quarter 

8 

0 47  ev. 

0 

35  ev. 

0 23  ev. 

0 

11  ev. 

9 

12 

Full  Moon 

16 

3 12  ev. 

3 

0 ev. 

2 48  ev. 

2 

36  ev  ' 

17 

12 

Third  Quarter- • • 

24 

9 52  mo. 
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9 28  mo. 
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16  mo. 

25 

1*3 
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30 
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11 

47  ev. 

11  35  ev. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


8tU  MONTH.  AUGUST,  1807. 


31  DAYS. 


MOOJS’S  PHASES. 


First  Quarter  • • • • 

Full  Moon 

Third  Quarter--  - 
Moon  


2 24  mo. 
5 f03  mo. 
4 38  ev. 
8 21  mo. 


NEW  YORK. 


2 12  mo. 
5 41  mo. 
4 26  dv. 
8 9 mo. 


WASH’TON. 


2 0 mo. 
5 29  mo. 
4 14  ev. 
7 57  mo. 


1 48  mo. 
5 17  mo. 
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7 45  me. 


Sun  on  Mcrhl, 
or  noon  mark. 
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ytii  MONTH.  SEPTEMBER,  18G7.  so' days. 


PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merid. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H M, 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

a.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 
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lotu  MONTH.  OCTOBER,  1867. 


31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 
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First  Quarter  • • • • 

Full  Moon 
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iitii  MONTH.  NOVEMBER,  18  6 7.  so  days. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES'N. 

Suu  on  Meriil. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 
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H.  M. 
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8 14  ev. 
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7 50  ev. 
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Eveey  hour  that  flits  so  slowly 
Has  its  task  to  do  or  bear ; 
Luminous  the  crown,  and  holy, 

If  thou  set  each  gem  with  care. 

Hours  are  golden  links,  God’s  token, 
Reaching  heaven  ; but  one  by  one 
Use  them,  lest  the  chain  be  broken 
Ere  thy  pilgrimage  be  done. 


George  was  a child  of  believing  parents.  He  descended  from  a 
long  line  of  believing  ancestry,  and  thus  was  heir  of  the  promises  and 
prayers  which  belong  to  the  ‘‘children’s  children.”  Every  thing  that 
parental  love  and  assiduity  could  do  for  him,  was  done  ; and  George 
grew  up  as  fine  a lad  as  could  be  found.  He  was  correct  in  his  princi- 
ples, correct  in  his  speech,  correct  in  all  liis  habits.  The  mistake  of 
a dime  in  his  accounts,  when  in  business,  would  have  put  him  to  a 
month’s  labor  rather  than  not  to  have  discovered  it.  Full  of  energy, 
he  was  more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  getting  a situation  which 
promised  well  for  this  life. 

Strange  it  is  that  this  very  sense,  of  correctness  often  antagonizes 
the  doctrines  of  the  cross.  It  shrinks  from  them  as  something  too 
hard  and  humbling.  He  could  not  understand,  he  said,  the  faith  of 
his  fathers ; it  was  beyond  his  calculations — fore-knowledge  and  free- 
will, trinity  in  unity,  the  cross  and  the  crown ; and  so  he  drifted  to 
where  all  these  are  set  aside,  an  easier  faith. 

“Well,  my  son,”  said  his  father,  after  many  a faithful  conversation, 
“if  you  are  determined  to  go,  I can  do  no  more.  We  will  talk  no 
more  over  it ; but  your  mother  and  I shall  never  cease  to  pray  for  you.  ” 
George  remained  dutiful  and  aifectionate ; the  parents  loving  with  a 
depth  of  yearning  tenderness  which  none  but  parents  know. 

George  was  taken  ill.  He  ralhed,  but  slowly.  He  left  the  desk, 
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and  gave  himself  up  to  air  and  exercise.  He  was  better,  but  not  well. 
There  was  a certain  something,  no  one  could  tell  exactly  what,  which 
indicated  failing.  The  doctors  advised  a journey — time,  rest.  A leis- 
urely excitement  would  bring  him  up,  they  said ; there  was  nothing  to 
fear,  every  thing  to  hope. 

His  letters  were  buoyant  with  youthful  spirits,  and  all  contained, 
“better,  mother;  better,  father;”  until,  after  a longer  interval,  came 
a telegram,  short,  sharp,  decisive  : “George  is  ill ; come,”  etc.,  men- 
tioning a far-off  western  village.  The  parents  set  off  on  their  long  and 
unlooked-for  journey.  Amid  bewildering  snow-storms  they  pushed 
rapidly  on  ; no  pause,  night  or  day,  until  they  reached  the  dear  object 
of  their  quest. 

But  such  a greeting  ! “Dear  mother,”  said  the  dying  young  man, 
“I  have  found  your  Saviour.”  George  lived  many  days,  the  parents 
hoping  against  hope,  and  rejoicing  in  the  joy  of  the  lost  one  found. 
Just  how  and  where  the  Good  Shepherd  found  his  lamb,  was  deferred 
until  he  had  more  strength  to  tell  the  blessed  story  ; but  the  strength 
never  came,  and  it  remains  to  be  told  in  the  glory  that  shall  be  reveal- 
ed. There  were  a few  days  of  blessed  communion,  parents  and  child, 
with  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  all  barriers  broken  down,  and  each 
with  each  tasting  the  sweets  of  redeeming  love.  Their  wrestling  prayer 
was  answered  ; but  how  little  did  they  expect  to  find  its  answer  in  a 
far-off  village  of  the  West.  H.  c.  k. 


A WORLDLY  spirit  says,  “ Time  is  short ; take  your  fill : live  while 
you  can.”  A narrow  religious  spirit  says,  “All  pleasure  here  is  a 
snare,  and  dangerous;  keep  out  of  it  altogether. ” Christianity  says, 
in  opposition  to  the  one,  “Use  the  world  ;”  in  opposition  to  the  other, 
‘ ‘ Do  not  abuse  it.  All  things  are  yours.  Take  them  and  use  them  ; 
but  never  let  them  interfere  with  the  higher  life  which  you  are  called 
to  lead.  A man’s  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things 
that  he  possesses.” 

It  is  therefore  a distinct  duty  to  use  life  while  we  are  here.  We 
are  citizens  of  the  world  ; we  may  not  shrink  from  it.  We  must  share 
its  dangers,  duties,  joys,  and  sorrows.  Time  is  short ; therefore 
opportunities  are  so  much  the  more  valuable.  There  is  an  infinite 
value  stamped  u]pon  them.  Use  the  world  ; but  then  it  is  a duty 
equally  distinct  to  live  above  the  ■world.  An  unworldly  spirit  mU  hold 
all  things  as  not  its  own,  in  the  perpetual  conviction  that  they  will  not 
last.  It  is  not  to  put  life  and  God’s  lovely  world  aside  with  self-tortur- 
ing  hand.  It  is  to  have  the  world,  and  not  let  the  world  have  you  ; to 
be  its  master,  and  not  its  slave ; to  have  Christ  hidden  in  the  heart, 
calming  all,  and  making  all  else  seem  by  comparison  poor  and  small. 


Snow,  snow,  snow ! Wliat  a simple,  careless,  thoughtless,  aimless 
motion  has  a snow-flake.  It  rests  on  a leaf  and  lights  on  the  ground 
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and  touches  the  fences  with  such  a quiet,  dainty  softness.  If  any  one 
should  ask  what  is  the  most  harmless  and  innocent  thing  on  earth,  we 
might  say,  A snow-flake.  And  yet  what  a power  is  in  it.  When  it 
fiUs  the  air,  neither  hunter  or  pilot,  guide  or  watchman  is  any  better 
than  a blind  man.  When  it  pours  over  the  hills  and  lurks  down  in  the 
valleys,  it  will  in  a single  night  entrench  itself,  and  bid  defiance  to 
human  strength.  All  the  kings  of  the  earth  could  not  enforce  an 
edict  upon  mankind,  ‘ ' Let  labor  cease.  ” But  this  white-flowered  light- 
infantry  clears  out  the  field,  drives  men  home,  and  puts  a continent 
under  ban.  It  is  a despiser  of  old  landmarks,  unites  all  properties, 
covers  up  fences,  hides  paths  and  roads,  doing  in  one  day  what  the 
engineers  and  laborers  of  the  whole  earth  could  not  do  in  years. 

In  a few  weeks  another  silent  force  will  come,  and  the  victorious 
army  of  snow-flakes  mil  be  vanquished.  A rain-drop  is  stronger  than 
a snow-flake.  One  by  one  they  w^ill  give  up  and  descend  into  the 
earth,  and  dwell  among  the  roots ; and  the  bud  will  open  its  eye,  the 
leaf  shall  lift  up  its  head,  the  grass  shall  wave  its  spear,  and  the  forests 
hang  out  their  banners.  How  significant  these  slow,  silent,  resistless 
powers  of  God’s  truth  in  the  world.  ‘‘For  as  the  rain  cometh  down, 
and  the  snow  from  heaven,  and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth 
the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to 
the  sower  and  bread  to  the  eater ; so  shall  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth 
out  of  my  mouth  : it  shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  accom- 
plish that  which  I please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  whereto  I 
sent  it.” 


Preaching  that  stirs  us  up  to  a sense  of  the  peril  of  men  under  the 
law,  and  urges  our  responsibility  in  relation  to  it,  possesses  great 
power  for  a time ; but  these  feelings  quickly  wear  out.  It  is  impossible 
for  even  the  best  of  people  to  live  long  under  the  influence  of  an  ex- 
cited conscience.  They  cannot  bear  it  a great  while.  A reaction  is 
sure  to  come.  What  w^e  need  is,  to  be  brought  into  a more  fervent 
love  of  God,  more  overflowing  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  more  of  *that 
faith  which  feeds  and  rests  on  Christ ; then  the  church  will  have  food, 
not  for  forty  days,  but  for  forty  years.  We  need  an  average  level  of 
feeling  and  action  many  times  higher  than  that  at  present,  where  the 
feelings  grow  out  of  a higher  class  of  Christian  experience,  which  does 
not  wear  out.  These  promote  health,  and  never  leave  the  body  and 
mind  to  that  languor  which  necessarily  succeeds  excitement.  They 
keep  up  the  spiritual  tone,  and  make  Christian  effort  hearty  and  con- 
stant— a ‘‘needs  be”  of  the  “new  man.” 
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Theke  is  sorrow  in  the  happy  household  at  Bethany.  Lazarus  is 
sick,  and  Jesus  is  away  beyond  Jordan.  The  sisters  hasten  to  send  a 
messenger  with  the  simple  tidings,  ‘ ‘ Lord,  behold,  he  whom  thou  lov- 
est  is  sick.”  How  beautiful  is  their  confidence  in  him.  They  do  not 
urge  him  to  come ; they  only  tell  their  need,  sure  that  this  will  be 
enough.  He  does  not  leave  and  forsake  them  whom  he  loves.  “This 
sickness  is  not  unto  death,”  was  his  answer  ; and  yet,  ere  the  messen- 
ger returned,  Lazarus  was  dead.  Could  it  be  their  divine  Friend  had 
deceived  them,  or  had  been  deceived  himself  ? Why  had  he  not  made 
the  issue  certain  by  himself  coming ; or  if  aught  had  hindered,  by 
speaking  that  word  which  he  had  spoken  for  others,  and  they  had  been 
saved  ? But  was  it  not  like  many  a divine  promise,  which  seems  to  us 
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for  tlie  moment  utterly  to  fail,  because  we  know  not  the  resources  of 
divine  love  ? 

Two  days  the  Lord  abode  in  Persea.  On  the  third  day  he  set  out 
for  Bethany.  Lazarus  had  been  buried  four  days.  Tarrying  outside 
the  town,  Martha  heard  of  his  coming,  and  went  to  meet  him,  exclaim- 
ing, “Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.”  Mary 
came,  and  falling  on  her  knees,  cried,  ‘ ‘ Lord,  if  thou  hadst  been  here, 
my  brother  had  not  died for  it  is  the  bitterest  drop  in  their  cup  oi 
anguish,  that  all  this  might  have  been  otherwise^  And  how  often,  dur- 
ing that  four  days  of  sorrow,  must  this  thought  have  been  in  their 
hearts  and  this  word  upon  their  lips. 

“ Thy  brother  shall  rise  again.” 

“I  know  that  he  shall  rise  again  in  the  resurrection  of  the  last 
day,”  said  Martha. 

“7  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life  : he  that  believeth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live  : and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in 
me,  shall  never  die.”  Wonderful  and  glorious  words!  taking  no 
account  of  temporal  death,  but  lifting  the  behever  above  death,  and 
making  him  a present  partaker  of  everlasting  life.  In  me  is  victory 
over  the  grave ; in  me  is  life  eternal : by  faith  in  me,  iliat  becomes 
yours  which  makes  death  not  to  be  death,  but  only  the  transition  to  a 
higher  life. 

At  the  sight  of  so  much  grief  around  him,  the  sisters  and  friends 
weeping,  Jesus  himself  was  borne  away  with  this  great  tide  of  sorrow, 
and  went  with  the  mourners  to  the  grave.  • It  was  a cave.  Such  were 
commonly  the  family  vaults  of  the  Jews.  Sometimes  the  entrance  of 
these  was  on  a level,  sometimes  there  was  a descent  to  them  by  steps. 
This  was  probably  the  case  at  Lazarus’  grave,  from  the  stone  being 
said  to  lie  on  the  tomb. 

“Lazarus,  come  forth,”  is  the  quickening  word;  at  which  life 
returns  to  the  dead.  ‘ ‘ And  he  that  was  bound  hand  and  foot  with 
grave-clothes  came  forth.”  “Loose  him,  and  let  him  go;”  and  here 
the  narrative  ends,  leaving  us  to  imagine  their  joy  v ho  received  their 
dead  from  the  grave — a joy  which,  among  the  mourners  of  all  time, 
was  well-nigh  theirs  alone.  K. 


A clergyman  residing  in  the  country  was  unexpectedly  called  upon 
to  preach  on  a Thanksgiving  morning  in  a city  church.  He  was  a 
humble,  self-distrustful  man  of  God,  and  felt  himself  unfit  to  minister 
to  so  refined  and  intelligent  an  audience.  What  could  he  say  to  inter- 
est ©r  profit  them  ? But  it  was  plainly  his  Master’s  will,  and  he  cast 
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himself  on  his  Master’s  promises  for  help.  Tims  feeling,  he  x^reached ; 
and  long  did  he  look  back  upon  that  morning’s  labor  with  mortifica- 
tion and  abasement. 

Years  went  by.  One  day  as  he  was  cutting  cornstalks  in  his  field, 
a carriage  came  along.  It  stopped  by  the  stone  wall,  and  a gentleman 

called  out,  “Are  you  the  Rev.  Mr. ?” 

“ That  is  my  name,  sir.” 

“lam  thankful  to  see  you.  I am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
thanking  you  for  that  Thanksgiving  sermon  which  you  preached  at 

more  than  twenty  years  ago.  It  was  just  what  I needed.  It  met 

my  case.  I never  forgot  it,  and  alv^ays  hoped  I should  some  time 
meet  you  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  it.” 

Ah,  little  did  this  good  man  ever  expect  to  hear  thus  from  his  ser- 
mon. So  our  works  do  foUow  us ; and  sometimes,  long  years  after, 
they  overtake  us  on  our  x)ilgTimage  vdth  blessing  and  encouragement. 

K. 


|oap  ami  lUatq. 

The  neatness,  order,  and  cleanliness  of  the  poorer  classes  in  Paris 
is  as  remarkable  as  it  is  refreshing.  In  the  meanest  eating-house  the 
most  delicate  stomach  would  not  be  offended,  nor  the  nicest  garment 
soiled.  The  woman  who  serves  you  wears  a clean  dress,  a fresh  cap, 
and  a tidy  apron.  You  will  have  a nax)kin  that  reminds  you  of  a sheet, 
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and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  flowers  will  be  set  before  you.  Ten  cbil^ 
dren  may  be  in  the  next  room ; but  instead  of  animated  dirt  heaps, 
such  as  one  sees  in  most  cities,  these  children  could  be  kissed  with 
impunity.  The  boot-black,  from  the  nature  of  his  occupation,  appears 
to  be  on  less  familiar  terms  with  soap  and  water  than  any  other  of  the 
human  family,  and  in  England  and  America  holds  his  rag  and  dirt  as 
prerogatives : but  the  Paris  boot-black  is  always  a man  ; he  is  always 
clad  in  a uniform,  generally  of  blue  plush,  and  any  lady  might  shake 
hands  with  him  without  gloves  and  without  fear.  The  workmen  also 
have  a uniform,  or  rather,  they  all  dress  alike,  with  white  pants  and 
blue  blouses.  There  must  be  some  law  against  rags,  for  the  very  beg- 
gars wear  the  same  white  pants  and  blue  frocks,  cheap  and  coarse,  but 
decent-looking  until  utterly  worn  out.  The  old  women  who  sell  gim- 
cracks  at  street  corners,  and  even  the  fat  fishmongers  in  their  greasy 
stalls,  look  fresh  and  blooming  as  possible  in  their  starched  white  caps 
and  clean  calicoes. 

The  minor  morals  of  soap  and  suds  are  surely  not  without  their 
value  , and  that  labor  and  poverty  are  not  necessarily  inseparable  from 
dirt,  is  worth  a voyage  across  the  Atlantic  to  learn.  Can’t  the  cheap 
commodity,  cleanliness,  be  somehow  imported  into  this  country,  and 
peddled  pretty  extensively  ? 


Must,  as  far  as  j)ossible,  be  made  simple,  limited,  practicable,  accepta- 
ble to  the  learner,  adapted  to  his  character  and  wants,  and  brought 
home  to  his  particular  case  by  subdivision  and  selection.  The  first  step 
should  be  for  the  interested  to  study,  and  as  far  as  possible  to  ascertain 
the  peculiar  bent  and  capacity  of  a boy’s  mind.  This  being  done,  life 
should  be  put  upon  a course  of  intellectual  and  physical  training  cor- 
responding, as  far  as  possible,  to  that  for  which  nature  seems  to  have 
designed  him ; but  in  all  cases  a preparatory  elementary  education, 
such  as  is  furnished  by  our  common  schools,  must  be  made  a prerequi- 
site even  to  qualify  him  to  inquire ; and  the  more  thorough  this  pre- 
paratory training  is  made,  the  better  it  is  for  the  student. 


‘‘Resolve  to  be  a rich  man.  Whatever  else  you  get,  be  sure  to  get 
wealth,”  said  a father  to  his  son  ; “that  will  give  you  influence  in  the 
world  : and  remember,  where  there ’s  a will,  there ’s  a way.” 

“But,  father,”  said  the  lad  seriously,  “ ‘how  hardly  shall  they  that 
have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  ’ Does  not  the  good 
book  say  it  is  ‘ easier  for  a camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a needle 
than  for  a rich  man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?’  ” 
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**  1^  stall  Ippfar^  stall  t^  lit^ 

Oh  mean  may  seem  this  house  of  clay, 
Yet ’t  was  the  Lord’s  abode  ; 

Onr  feet  may  mourn  this  thorny  way, 
Yet  here  Immanuel  trod. 

This  fleshly  robe  the  Lord  did  wear. 
This  watch  the  Lord  did  keep  ; 

These  burdens  sore  the  Lord  did  bear, 
These  tears  the  Lord  did  weep. 

Our  very  frailty  brings  us  near 
Unto  the  Lord  of  heaven  ; 

To  every  grief,  to  every  tear. 

Such  glory  strange  is  given. 

But  not  this  earthly  robe  alone 
Shall  link  us,  Lord,  to  thee  ; 

Not  always  in  the  tear  and  groan 
Shall  thy  dear  kindred  be. 

We  shall  be  reckoned  for  thine  own, 
Because  thy  heaven  we  share  ; 

Because  we  sing  around  thy  throne. 

And  thy  bright  raiment  wear. 


pirisfs  gwplUttjj^plam. 

The  Lord  Jesus  is  everywhere,  but  lie  is  not  said  to  dwell  everywhere. 
Dwelling,  with  regard  to  him,  implies  ^Dreference,  and  abiding  with 
him,  delight.  First  then,  he  dwells  in  heaven ; and  this  marks  the 
place  ; yea,  this  makes  it.  ‘‘Where  I am,  there  shall  my  servants  be.” 
Secondly,  he  dwells  in  his  church.  “This,”  he  says,  “is  my  rest  for 
ever;  here  will  I dwell.”  Thirdly,  he  dwells  in  the  sanctuary.  “In 
all  places  where  I record  my  name,  I will  come  unto  thee,  and  I will 
bless  thee.”  “ Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name, 
there  am  I in  the  midst  of  them.”  And  there  his  i3eople  have  found 
him,  and  exclaimed,  “Surely  God  is  in  this  place.”  Fourthly,  he 
dwells  in  the  heart.  “My  son,”  he  says,  “give  me  thy  heart ;”  and 
from  every  believer  he  obtains  what  he  demands.  Christ  dwells  “in 
his  heart  by  faith.” 


As  in  elder  hfe  we  are  filled  with  a strange  and  tender  yearning  for 
the  spot  where  our  childhood  was  passed,  so  do  not  the  redeemed  ones 
in  heaven  feel  drawn  with  tenderness  and  love  towards  this  earth,  where 
the  soul  spent  its  childhood  and  took  its  first  steps  in  the  divine  life  ? 
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lest  EstaHtsIieil  fcuttrsv 

“ Is  it  right  and  wise  to  read  on  both  sides  of  religious  questions  T* 

I could  not  reply,  No ; fol:  that  is  the  very  advice  given  by  the 
Eomish  church,  which  we  so  much  blame.  But  remember,  the  ques- 
tions of  religious  truth  are  interminable,  and  a lifetime  would  scarcely 
suffice  to  even  pass  the  outworks  of  them  all.  Next,  very  few  minds 
are  in  possession  of  the  means  or  of  the  severe  mental  training  which 
qualifies  to  set  out  as  an  original  discoverer  of  the  truth  ; so  that,  if  we 
cannot  begin  with  a large  number  of  truths,  which  must  be  considered 
as  first  principles  and  settled,  life  must  be  one  perpetual  state  of 
uncertainty. 

On  the  other  hand,  to  refuse  to  examine  when  doubts  arise,  is  spir- 
itual suicide  ; and  I do  not  see  how,  on  this  principle,  any  progress  in 
truth  could  ever  have  been  made. 

One  consolation,  however,  at  once  suggests  itself.  The  condition 
of  arriving  at  truth  is  not  severe  habits  of  investigation,  but  innocence 
of  life  and  nobleness  of  heart.  Truth  is  felt,  not  reasoned  out ; and  if 
there  be  any  truths  which  are  only  appreciable  by  the  acute  under- 
standing, we  may  be  sm:e  at  once  that  they  do  not  constitute  the  soul’s 
life,  nor  error  in  these  the  soul’s  death  : for  instance,  the  metaphysics 
of  God’s  being,  the  ‘‘plan  of  salvation,”  the  exact  distinction  between 
the  divine  and  human  in  God’s  person.  On  all  these  questions  you 
may  read  until  the  brain  is  dizzy  and  the  heart’s  action  is  stopped,  so 
that  of  course  the  mind  is  bewildered ; but  on  subjects  of  right  and 
wrong,  divine  and  diabolic,  noble  and  base,  I believe  sophistry  cannot 
puzzle  so  long  as  the  heart  and  life  are  right. 

I should  say  therefore, 

1.  Bemember  how  much  is  certain.  Is  there  any  doubt  about  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  ? whether,  for  instance,  the  Beatitudes  are  true 
to  fact — ^whether  the  pure  in  heart,  shall  see  God  ? any  doubt  whether 
to  have  the  mind  of  Christ  be  salvation  and  rest  ? Well,  if  the  life- 
truths  are  certain,  you  may  be  content  to  leave  much,  if  God  will,  to 
unfold  itself  slowly ; you  can  quietly  wait  for  eternity  to  settle  it. 

2.  The  only  thing  that  can  be  said  is  broadly  this*:  I would  not 
read  controversially.  In  this  bewildered  age,  an  age  in  which,  hke 
Diana’s  worshippers,  all  are  crying  out  loudly,  the  greater  part  not 
knowing  why,  or  what  the  questions  really  are,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
more  we  confine  ourselves  to  simple  duties  the  better.  Be  assured 
that  there  is  little  to  be  known  here,  much  to  be  borne,  something  to 
be  done. 

Try  rather  to  live  upon  the  truths  you  have  for  certain,  and  let 
them  become  firmer  and  firmer.  How  can  you  expect  to  fathom  ques- 
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tions  which  the  wisest  of  the  age  have  been  fathoming  in  vain  ? This 
conviction  once  settled,  I think  we  shall  become  content  to  wait — a 
great  lesson — and  let  God  teach  ns  by  degrees,  instead  of  fancying  we 
can  find  it  all  out  by  effort.  We  are  anxious  to  know  all  about  God, 
and  meanwhile  v/e  never  think  of  knowing  God.  God,  instead  of  the- 
ology, is  what  we  need  to  believe  in. 


“My  son  is  so  fond  of  reading,”  said  a mother,  “he  reads  every 
thing  and  everywhere  and  she  was  not  the  first  mother  who  seemed 
to  feel  a flush  of  pride  at  this  sign  of  intellectual  precocity  in  her  child. 

Heading  is  no  doubt  the  door  of  information  and  enlightenment, 
and  a taste  for  reading  a source  of  pleasure  and  delightful  employment 
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for  leisure  hours  that  might  be  worse  used  : but  let  it  never  be  forgot- 
ten, that  it  is  a taste  which  needs  much  training ; first,  in  regard  to  the 
selection  of  books,  and  then  as  to  the  amount  read. 

Books,  to  be  of  real  profit,  either  to  strengthen  or  inform,  must  be 
judiciously  selected.  The  swarm  of  books  which  yearly  issue  from  the 
press  make  this  imperative ; for,  besides  the  positively  bad  books — 
books  too  which  distil  a slow  poison,  trashy  and  frivolous  books — there ' 
are  others  which  are  unwholesome,  because  they  contain  so  little  nutri- 
ment, not  enough  to  grow  by.  They  let  down  rather  than  lift  up  the 
mental  powers.  They  form  easy  reading,  to  be  sure,  only  too  easy.  A 
book  is  all  the  better  for  being  above  the  average  thought,  in  order  to 
raise  up  and  help  forward.  That  is  one  object  of  reading.  It  is  a 
great  advantage  for  parents  to  read  to  and  with  their  children,  for  they 
can  interest  and  interpret  books  to  them  far  above  their  ordinary  un- 
derstanding ; and  one  valuable  book  gone  over  in  this  way  is  worth  a 
dozen  read  by  a child  himself. 

Regard  also  the  amount  read.  I tremble  for  a child  ‘‘always  read- 
ing for  to  be  always  a passive  recipient  induces  mental  sloth,  confu- 
sion, and  repression.  Overfeeding  is  as  bad  for  the  mind  as  for  the 
body.  Indeed  I have  known  bright  boys  killed  by  intellectual  glut- 
tony— ^killed,  I mean,  for  the  real  business  of  life.  Instead  of  becom- 
ing strong,  wise,  influential  men,  as  might  have  been  expected,  they 
grew  up  do-nothings,  bitterly  disappointing  their  friends.  Real  work 
was  a task.  Purpose  and  will  seemed  wanting.  The  fibre  of  the  mind 
never  toughening,  as  it  cannot  do  except  through  exertion  and  use, 
could  do  httle  more  than  support  their  load  of  book  knowledge,  with- 
out ever  attempting  to  turn  it  to  any  useful  or  profitable  account.  K. 


To  blame  is  easy  enough ; with  some,  it  is  all  of  a piece  with  the 
hardness  of  their  temperaments ; but  to  do  this  delicately,  how  shall 
we  learn  that  ? I answer.  Love;  and  then  say  what  you  will.  Men  wiU 
bear  any  thing  if  love  be  there. 


iPtttiittg  1^, 

It  was  my  lot,  said  a shipmaster,  to  fall  in  with  that  ill-fated  steamer 
the  Central  America.  Night  was  closing  in,  the  sea  rolling  high,  but  I 
hailed  the  crippled  steamer,  and  asked  if  they  needed  help. 

“I  am  in  a sinking  condition,”  said  Capt.  Hernden. 

“Had  you  not  better  send  your  passengers  on  board  directly?”  I 
asked. 

“Will  you  not  lay  by  me  till  morning  ?”  asked  the  captain. 
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“ I will  try,”  I said ; “but  had  you  not  better  send  your  passengers 
on  board  now 

“Lay  by  me  till  morning,”  was  the  answer. 

I tried  to  ; but  in  one  hour  and  a half  after,  the  steamer  and  its 
living  freight  went  down,  and  almost  every  one  found  a grave  in  the 
great  deep.  But  for  this  putting  off,  all  might  have  been  saved. 

Another  wreck  and  another  warning  on  the  shifting  and  bottomless 
sands  of  Delay.  As  there  are  times  and  seasons  in  life  when  safety  or 
success  all  depend  upon  a prompt  recognition  of  “now  or  never so 
in  the  soul’s  history,  7iow  is  the  accepted  time,  no\o  is  the  day  of  salva- 
tion, when  Christ  is  distinctly  offered  to  us  for  our  acceptance  or  rejec- 
tion. Every  thing  is  imperilled  by  delay.  There  is  not  a moment  to 
spare.  Adverse  currents  and  bewildering  judgments  may  bear  us  away, 
and  the  opportunity  be  for  ever  lost  of  laying  hold  on  the  great  anchor 
of  hope  for  a lost  and  dying  world. 


Somebody  says.  Let  every  farmer  who  has  boys  provide  them  a 
workshop.  We  say.  Let  every  father  have  a workshop,  or  work-room, 
or  work-bench,  where  the  boys  may  gratify  their  longing  for  tools,  and 
incarnate  their  restless  activity  in  “something  to  do.”  It  should  be 
made  pleasant,  attractive,  and  comfortable.  If  room  enough,  there 
can  be  a work-bench  and  vice,  a shaving  horse,  and  perhaps  a small 
foot-lathe,  two  or  three  planes,  augurs  of  different  sizes,  a few  chisels, 
drawing-knife,  saw,  and  hammer.  For  those  who  cannot  afford  the 
whole,  a part  would  answer ; and  to  those  who  can,  other  tools  might 
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be  added,  tlie  cost  of  tlie  tools  being  but  a trifle  compared  with  the 
advantages  gained,  one  of  which  is  a real  progress  in  practical  educa- 
tion. It  has  been  said  the  best  inheritance  a man  can  leave  his  chil- 
dren is  not  money  to  maintain  them,  but  the  ability  to  help  and  take 
care  of  themselves. 

A young  man  who  can  at  any  time  mend  sofa,  chair,  rocker,  sled, 
harness,  or  tin  ware,  set  the  clock,  repair  an  umbrella,  whitewash  a 
wall,  paper  a room,  and  do  a hundred  other  small  jobs,  will  get  through 
the  world  far  more  comfortably  and  thriftily  than  one  who  is  con- 
stantly obliged  to  send  for  a mechanic.  Besides  all  this,  and  greater 
still,  is  the  moral  influence  of  tools  in  furnishing  boys  something 
cheerful  to  do  in  stormy  weather  or  leisure  hours,  and  thus  weakening 
any  temptation  to  attend  those  places  of  diversion  wdiich  so  often  lay 
the  foundation  of  life-long  harm  to  character. 


By  the  time  a man  has  reached  forty-five  or  thereabouts,  he  lies  as 
comfortably  in  his  habits  as  the  silkworm  in  its  cocoon.  He  is  con- 
tented with  his  old  friends.  He  loves  the  fields  which  he  sees  every 
day,  and  would  not  exchange  them  for  Niagara  or  the  Alps.  There  is 
a certain  even-handed  justice  in  Time ; and  for  what  he  takes  away,  he 
gives  us  something  in  return.  He  robs  us  of  elasticity,  and  in  its  place 
brings  tranquillity  and  repose — the  mild  autumnal  w^eather  of  the  soul. 
He  takes  away  hope,  but  he  gives  us  memory.  One  has  seen  the  good 
and  the  evil  that  are  in  the  world,  its  ups  and  its  downs,  and  has  learned 
to  be  uncensorious  and  humane  ; for  in  middle  age,  provided  the  man 
has  been  a good  one,  along  with  this  mental  tranquillity  there  comes  a 
corresponding  sweetness  of  the  moral  atmosphere.  He  has  a hearty 
“ amen  ” for  every  good  wish,  and  in  the  worst  cases  leans  to  a verdict 
of  Not  proven.  He  is  chary  of  imputing  a sweeping  and  cruel  blame, 
and  has  a certain  grave  humor  which  has  pity  lying  at  the  bottom. 

On  the  whole,  I take  it  that  middle  age  is  a happier  period  than 
youth.  In  the  entire  circle  of  the  year  there  are  no  days  so  delightful 
as  those  of  a fine  October,  when  the  trees  are  bare  to  the  mild  heavens, 
and  the  red  leaves  bestrew  the  road,  and  you  can  feel  the  breath  of 
winter  moving — no  days  so  calm,  so  tenderly  solemn,  and  with  such  a 
reverent  meekness  in  the  air.  There  is  an  ‘ ^ unrest  which  men  mis- 
call delight,”  and  of  that  unrest  youth  is  for  the  most  part  composed. 
From  that,  middle  age  is  free.  The  setting  suns  of  youth  are  crimson 
and  gold  ; the  setting  suns  of  middle  age 

“Do  take  a sober  coloring  from  an  eye 
That  hath  kept  watch  o’er  man’s  mortality.” 
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By  a law  of  the  state  of  Maine,  any  person  who  shall,  to  . the  accept- 
ance of  the  selectmen,  place  a trough  by  the  roadside,  into  which 
a stream  of  water  shall  be  kept  constantly  running,  is  entitled  to  an 
annual  deduction  of  three  dollars  from  his  taxes  ; and  who  will  not  say 
that  it  is  wise  and  enlightened  legislation  ? I am  sure  the  state  fathers 
had  an  eye  not  only  to  comfort,  but  to  beauty  and  picturesqueness.  It 
is  a statute  too  well  becoming  a state  in  the  front  ranks  of  temperance, 
which,  if  severe  and  scrutinizing  in  its  prohibitions  against  liquor,  is 
ever  ready  to  furnish  a cup  of  cold  water  to  man  and  beast.  Drinking 
fountains  opened  at  convenient  places  in  our  towns,  cities,  railway  sta- 
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tions,  and  wherever  there  is  sufficient  travel  to  warrant  it,  would  do 
more  to  undermine  the  profits  of  dram-shops  and  beer  saloons  than 
almost  any  thing  else  that  can  be  done.  In  a thousand  cases  it  is  mere  • 
thirst  to  be  assuaged  : and  who  does  not  know  that  in  hot  summer 
days  about  the  hardest  thing  for  a laborer  or  traveller  to  get  is  a drink 
of  water,  pure,  sparkling,  dripping,  cold ; the  very  sight  of  which 
bathes  and  refreshes  the  panting  body  and  cools  the  hot  blood, 


|al^ 

A gentleman  called  upon  a rich  friend  for  some  charity. 

‘‘Yes,  I must  give  you  my  mite,”  said  the  rich  man. 

“Do  you  mean  the  widow’s  mite  ?”  asked  the  solicitor. 

“Certainly,”  was  the  answer. 

“I  shall  be  satisfied  with  half  as  much  as  she  gave,”  said  his  friend. 
“How  much  are  you  worth  ?” 

“Seventy  thousand  dollars.” 

‘ ‘ Give  me  then  your  check  for  thirty-five  thousand,  that  will  be  half 
as  much  as  the  widow  gave  ; for  she,  you  know,  gave  her  all.  ” 

The  rich  man  was  cornered.  Covetous  people  often  try  to  shelter 
themselves  behind  the  widow’s  mite,  and  under  the  cover  of  her  con- 
tribution give  meanly  to  the  Redeemer’s  cause.  Her  example  indeed, 
rightly  interpreted,  would  pluck  selfishness  out  of  the  soul,  and  fill  to 
overflowing  the  channels  of  true  benevolence. 


I fpst. 

Worldliness  is  a more  decisive  proof  of  a low  spiritual  state  than 
open  sin ; for  this  may  be  sudden,  the  result  of  temptation,  without  pre- 
meditation, yet  afterwards  hated,  repented  of,  repudiated,  forsaken. 

But  if  a man  be  at  home  in  the  w^orld’s  pleasures  and  pursuits,  con- 
tent that  his  spirit  should  have  no  other  heaven  but  in  these  things, 
happy  if  they  could  but  last  for  ever,  are  not  his  state,  genealogy,  and 
character  clearly  stamped  ? 

Therefore  does  St.  John  draw  the  distinction  : “If  any  man  sin,  we 
have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father but  “If  any  man  love  the  world, 
the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.  ” 


It  is  a rudeness  among  men  to  ask  a favor,  and  not  stay  for  an  an- 
swer ; and  do  we  count  it  no  fault  to  pray  for  blessings,  and  never  to 
think  of  them  afterwards,  never  to  wait  for  them,  never  to  give  God 
thanks  for  them  ? 


“ The  sea  is  His,  and  He  made  it.”  How  is  the  sea  His  more  than 
the  land  ? The  land  is  cut  up  and  divided  off  into  farms  and  pastures 
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and  wood-lots  and  orchards  and  gardens ; and  these  are  owned  and 
bought  and  sold,  and  descend  to  heirs  in  the  line  of  many  generations. 
And  we  build  on  them,  and  sow  and  reap  and  mow,  and  gather  into 
storehouse  and  barn  the  fruits  and  grains  of  the  land  we  enter  on  and 
possess.  Their  boundaries  are  carefully  fenced  off ; rails  and  stones 
and  wire  define  limits  which  all  men  respect,  and  each  one  is  master  of 
his  own. 

Not  so  the  sea.  Nobody  dares  claim  an  inch  of  the  open  sea.  We 
cannot  measure  or  partition  its  shining  expanse.  We  cannot  build  our  • 
house  or  pitch  our  tents  on  its  restless  bosom.  You  may  have  a hut, 
or  know  the  owner  of  one,  on  the  mountain  side.  You  see  a light  half 
w'ay  up  its  ascent  in  the  evening,  and  you  know  there  is  a home  and 
you  might  share  it.  The  forests  give  their  lost  children  berries  and 
water ; the  sea  mocks  their  thirst,  and  lets  them  die.  We  cannot  so 
much  as  put  a stop  on  its  resistless  flow.  There  is  no  rest  on  its  billowy 
wastes.  The  bravest  ship  and  the  }3roudest  fleet  are  at  its  mercy.  Who 
can  say  but  the  next  storm  may  sweep  them  for  ever  from  our  sight. 
And  we  can  raise  no  tombstone  and  build  no  monument  to  the  dead  on 
its  tossing  waves.  The  sea  drowns  out  humanity  and  time.  It  is  an 
emblem  of  eternity,  and  of  that  it  sings  unceasingly.  God  will  not 
share  its  dominion  with  man.  “The  sea  is  his,  and  he  made  it.’’ 


**  Just 

“Oh,”  cried  the  httle  children — “Oh,  such  beautiful  flowers,  and 
only  just  inside  the  fence  and  then  stealthy  glances  were  cast  up  at 
the  windows,  the  gate  pressed  softly,  the  beautiful  flowers  were  snatch- 
ed with  a trembling  hand,  and  the  little  ones  fled  away  with  beating 
hearts. 

Only  a little  way  had  they  gone,  and  lo,  they  had  fallen  into  sin. 
Poor  weak  children  we  are  all.  Forbidden  pleasures  smile  and  beckon 
us  only  just  inside  the  fence.”  Our  longing  glances  linger  there ; our 
feet  enter  in  ; it  is  a little  way ; no  one  sees  us,  and  we  put  forth  our 
hands  and  pluck  the  flowers  whose  fatal  beauty  is  a snare  to  the  soul. 
“Only  just  within  the  fence;”  but  within  that  fence  is  sin,  without 
it  is  safety. 


l|!rattg^  0f 

In  the  annals  of  East  Hampton,  Long  Island,  not  a century  ago,  we 
find  the  minister’s  salary  forty-five  pounds,  lands  rate  free,  grain  to  be 
first  ground  at  the  mill  every  Monday,  and  one-fourth  the  proceeds  of 
the  whales  stranded  on  the  beach. 
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Another  little  private 
Mustered  in 
The  army  of  temptation 
And  of  sin. 

Another  soldier  arming 
For  the  strife, 

To  fight  the  toilsome  battles 
Of  a life. 


Another  little  sentry, 

Who  shall  stand 
On  guard  while  evils  prowl 
On  every  hand. 

Lord,  our  little  darling 
Guide  and  save, 

’Mid  the  perils  of  the  march 
To  the  grave. 


“That  will  break  a proud  man’s  heart  which  will  scarcely  break  a 
humble  man’s  sleep so  true  is  it  that  many  of  the  troubles  of  life 
affect  our  peace  almost  in  the  exact  proportion  to  our  pride  or  humility. 
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The  little  mosses  need  not  envy  the  hardy  oak,  the  stately  pine,  or 
the  scent-bearing  magnoha,  for  they  have  their  uses  in  the  great  uni- 
verse of  God,  where  not  the  smallest  atom  is  in  vain.  The  mosses  not 
only  clothe  sterility,  and  beautify  the  w^aste  with  their  clinging  tendrils, 
but  afford  refuge  in  winter,  and  food  as  well  as  lodging  in  summer,  to 
innumerable  insects. 

Overspreading  the  trunks  and  roots  of  trees,  in  winter  they  defend 
them  against  frost,  in  summer  from  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
during  the  greatest  drought  pTovide  them  with  moisture.  Indeed  to 
travellers  in  the  dense  and  trackless  forests  of  the  North,  they  are 
pretty  sure  guides  to  the  points  of  the  compass,  growing  chiefly  upon 
the  north  sides  of  the  trees,  as  if  to  shelter  them  from  the  cold ; in 
reality,  because  there  the  mosses  find  what  they  most  need,  shade  and 
moisture. 

, The  poor  Laplanders  find  many  comforts  in  the  mosses.  The 
Golden  Maiden-hair  makes  excellent  beds  and  coverlets.  These  are  so 
elastic,  that  they  can  be  rolled  up  and  carried  under  the  arm,  and  thus 
the  people  take  them  about  on  their  journeys.  In  another  softer  moss 
the  babies  are  wrapped  up.  They  look  much  like  little  birds  in  their 
warm  nests.  The  Greenlanders  used  moss  for  tinder  and  wicks  of 
lamps. 


A man  tottering,  not  so  much  with  age  as  with  infirmity,  passed  a 
group  of  young  men  in  the  strength  and  freshness  of  early  manhood. 
They  were  attracted  by  his  pallor  and  feebleness,  and  words  of  pity 
fell  from  their  lips. 

‘‘He  does  not  need  your  pity,”  said  one  of  the  number ; “that  sick 
old  man  is  a thousand  times  happier  and  a thousand  times  better  off 
than  you  are.  ” 

“How  so  ?”  asked  one,  not  without  surprise. 

“Because  he  has  something  that  not  only  ma^kes  him  happy  in  old 
age,  and  in  pain  and  sickness,  but  which  takes  away  the  fear  of  death, 
and  will  carry  him  straight  to  heaven  when  he  dies.  No,  he  don’t 
need  our  pity  ; he  has  true  religion  in  his  soul.” 

Such  is  the  verdict  of  the  world,  in  its  sober  moments,  upon  the 
believer’s  possession.  And  has  he  not  indeed  something  more  precious 
than  gold,  health,  youth,  any  thing  which  this  natural  life  has  to  offer — 
a hope,  a joy,  an  inheritance  which  “fadeth  not  away,”  when  every 
thing  else  fades  ? 
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The  bread-fruit  tree  is  one  of  those  wonderful  sources  of  food  which 
show  the  paternal  care  of  God.  It  forms  the  chief  support  of  the  peo- 
ple of  some  of  the  South  Sea  Islands,  where  little  else,  either  of  vegeta- 
ble or  animal  hfe,  is  found  to  eat.  The  tree  grows  to  the  height  of 
forty  feet  or  more.  Its  fruit  is  a large  green  berry,  hke  a melon  in 
form  and  size,  and  is  in  the  greatest  perfection  about  a week  before  it 
ripens.  It  is  soft,  tender,  and  white,  resembling  crumbs  of  bread ; 

I and  it  must  be  eaten  while  fresh,  or  it  becomes  hard  and  chokey.  The 
flavor  is  hke  that  of  a roasted  potatoe.  It  is  usually  cut  into  several 
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pieces,  and  baked  in  an  oven  in  tlie  ground.  It  is  a nice  dish  broken 
into  orange  juice  or  cocoa-nut  milk. 

It  has  been  introduced  into  Madagascar  and  Mauritius,  and  shares 
with  rice  the  favor  of  the  natives.  It  has  also  been  brought  into  the 
West  Indies,  and  is  taking  root  on  our  continent. 


Just  as  you  count  “the  seven  springs  ” to  be  the  Thames,  without  a 
flood  of  water,  and  without  the  navy  that  rides  on  the  Thames ; and 
just  as  you  call  the  sapling  an  oak,  without  acorns ; so  God  reckons 
the  trust  in  him  as  righteousness,  because  it  is  the  fountain  and  the 
root  of  righteousness,  being  indeed  the  divine  life  in  the  soul.  But 
then  that  faith  will  not  he  without  works,  for  the  fountain  onusi  flow  on, 
and  the  tree  must  grow,  and  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  must  spring  up 
into  acts. 

St.  Paul  says,  Works  are  not  enough  to  justify  us,  because  they  are 
limited  and  imperfect.  True,  replies  St.  James  ; but  then  do  not  think 
St.  Paul  means  to  say  that  a living  fount  of  faith  will  be  barren,  with- 
out works.  The  faith  which  saves  is  not  that  kind  which  has  no  fruits, 
but  that  kind  which  is  ever  prolific — “a  well  of  water  springing  up 
into  everlasting  life.”  Kobertson. 


If  we  could  but  read  it,  every  human  being  carries  his  life  in  his 
face,  and  is  good-looking,  or  the  reverse,  as  that  life  has  been  good  or 
evil.  On  our  features  the  fine  chisels  of  thought  and  emotion  are 
eternally  at  work.  Beauty  is  not  the  monopoly  of  youth.  There  is  a 
slow-growing  beauty,  which,  only  comes  to  perfection  in  old  age. 
Grace  belongs  to  no  one  period  of  life,  and  goodness  improves  by  age. 
I have  seen  sweeter  smiles  on  the  lip  of  seventy  than  I ever  saw  on  the 
lip  of  seventeen.  There  is  the  beauty  of  youth,  and  there  is  also  the 
beauty  of  holiness — a beauty  much  more  seldom  met,  and  more  fre- 
quently found  in  the  arm-chair  by  the  fire,  with  grandchildren  round 
its  knee,  than  among  the  bustling  cares  and  overanxious  solicitudes  of 
earlier  days. 


“Consequences  ! who  cares  for  consequences  ?”  cried  a fast  young 
man  in  answer  to  the  advice  and  warning  of  a friend.  Whether  we 
care  for  consequences  or  not,  they  are  certain  to  care  for  us  ; as  poor 
M found,  when  two  years  after  he  fled  from  the  city  overwhelmed 
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with  debt,  took  passage  to  Australia,  and  died  in  a grog-shop.  These 
consequences  are  terrible  reckoners.  They  dog  the  evil-doer  by  night, 
and  track  him  by  day ; they  appear  as  swift  witnesses  against  him  in 
moments  most  unexpected ; and  flee  as  he  may,  they  drag  him  down, 
down  to  a perdition  from  which  there  is  no  escape. 

We  must  care  for  consequences. 


Gives  pleasant  employment  during  leisure  hours.  There  are  leisure 
hours  in  every  family — evenings,  Saturday  afternoons,  Sabbaths,  when 
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the  time  can  be  enlivened,  improved,  and  made  delightful  by  appro- 
priate music.  Besides,  temptations  come  to  the  young,  especially  to 
young  men,  during  unemployed  hours.  It  is  then  that  the  dull  family 
fireside  is  left  for  the  club,  the  theatre,  or  the  street  corner,  where  vice 
presents  her  allurements,  and  the  unsuspecting  are  enticed  to  ruin. 
Few  things  can  make  home  more  attractive  than  music.  It  cheers  men 
in  duty.  The  mother’s  soft  lullaby  soothes  the  sick  child.  By  it  the 
laborer  lightens  his  toils,  and  the  soldier  marches  to  battle.  By  it  care 
is  lightened,  sorrow  assuaged,  and  our  thoughts  are  borne  heavenward. 
Vocal  music  should  be  made  a branch  of  study  in  all  our  schools,  and 
rank  in  importance  with  spelling,  the  multiplication  table,  and  the 
writing-book. 


If  some  good  things  of  lower  worth. 

My  heart  is  called  on  to  resign, 

Of  all  the  gifts  in  heaven  and  earth, 

The  best,  the  very  best  is  mine  : 

The  love  of  God  in  Christ  made  known — 
The  love  that  is  enough  alone  ; 

My  Father’s  love  is  all  my  own. 


“It  is  something,”  said  one  who  struggled  and  sufiered,  “to  feel 
the  deep,  deep  conviction,  which  has  never  failed  me  in  the  darkest 
hours,  that  Christ  has  the  key  to  the  mysteries  of  life,  and  that  they 
are  not  insol vable ; and  that  the  spirit  of  the  cross  is  the  condition 
which  will  put  any  one  in  possession  of  the  same  key  : ‘ Take  my  yoke 
upon  you,  and  you  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.  ’ It  is  much  to  know 
this ; for  knowing  it,  I feel  it  is  foolish  and  unphilosophical  to  quarrel 
with  my  lot,  for  my  wisdom  is  to  transmute  my  lot  by  meekness  into 
gold.  With  God  I cannot  quarrel,  for  I recognize  the  justice  and 
beauty  of  his  conditions.  It  is  a grand  comfort  to  feel  that  God  is 
right,  whatever  or  whoever  else  is  wrong.  I feel  Bt.  Paul’s  words, 
‘Let  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a liar.’  ” 


There  is  not  a shorter,  more  precious,  more  hopeful,  more  inviting 
word  in  all  the  Bible  than  this  one  small  word  “ come.”  It  is  indeed 
the  key-note  of  the  gospel.  To  the  weary  and  heavy-laden,  “Come” 
and  find  rest ; to  the  thirsty  and  fainting,  “ Come,”  “come  and  drink 
“come  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely;'^  only  come.  Was  ever  so 
much  depending  on  a condition  so  simple  ? 
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“ Behold,  I stand  at  the  door,  and  knock  : if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door, 
I will  come  in  to  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.”  Key.  3: 20. 

Speechless  Sorrow  sat  with  me ; 

I was  sighing  wearily ; 

Lamp  and  fire  were  out,  the  rain 
Wildly  beat  the  window-pane. 

In  the  dark  we  heard  a knock, 

‘And  a hand  was  on  the  lock  ; 

One  in  waiting  spoke  to  me, 

Saying  sweetly, 

“Jam  come  to  sup  with  thee.'' 

All  mj’  room  was  dark  and  damp  : 

“ Sorrow,”  said  I,  “ trim  the  lamp. 

Light  the  fire,  and  cheer  thy  face  ; 

Set  the  guest-chair  in  its  place.” 

And  again  I heard  the  knock  ; 

In  the  dark  I found  the  lock  : 

“ Enter  ; I have  turned  the  key  ; 

Enter,  stranger. 

Who  art  come  to  sup  with  me.” 

Opening  wide  the  door,  he  came. 

But  I could  not  speak  his  name  ; 

In  the  guest-chair  took  his  place. 

But  I could  not  see  his  face. 

When  my  cheerful  fire  was  beaming, 

When  my  little  lamp  was  gleaming. 

And  the  feast  was  spread  for  three, 

Lo,  my  Master 

Was  the  Guest  that  supped  with  me. 

Harriet  McEwen  Kimball. 


g |lun;t  |niuottr 

Rev.  Dr.  Muhlenberg  preached  a sermon  at  the  funeral  of  the  late 
Robert  B.  Min  turn,  in  these  words  of  the  prophet  Micah  : ‘‘He  hath 
sliovvn  thee,  O man,  what  is  good  : and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of 
thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God  ?”  adding,  So  did  he."  What  higher  eulogy,  or  more  touching 
appeal  ? 


God  will  accept  your  first  attempts  to  serve  him  not  as  a perfect 
work,  but  as  a beginning.  The  first  little  blades  of  wheat  are  as  pleas- 
ant to  the  farmer’s  eyes  as  the  whole  field  waving  with  grain. 
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The  American  Congress,  during  the  war  of  Independence,  and  in 
one  of  its  darkest  periods,  adopted  the  following  resolutions,  October 
12,  1778 : 

“ Whereas  true  religion  and  good  morals  are  the  only  foundation  of 
public  liberty  and  happiness  : 

^‘Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to 
the  several  states  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the  encourage- 
ment thereof,  and  for  the  suppressing  theatrical  entertainments,  horse- 
racing, gaming,  and  such  other  diversions  as  are  productive  of  idle- 
ness, dissipation,  and  a general  depravity  of  principles  and  manners. 

‘‘Whereas  frequenting  playhouses  and  theatrical  entertainments 
has  a fatal  tendency  to  divert  the  minds  of  the  people  from  a due  atten- 
tion to  the  means  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  their  liberties  : 

Resolved,  That  any  person  holding  an  office  under  the  United 
States,  who  shall  act,  promote,  encourage,  or  attend  such  plays,  shall 
be  deemed  unworthy  to  hold  such  office,  and  shall  be  accordingly  dis- 
missed.” 

Who  can  reckon  up  the  damage  and  loss  that  might  have  been 
saved  to  the  country,  if  the  principles  involved  in  this  legislation  could 
have  been  enforced  and  acted  on  ? 


lanimatt  iPatIts, 

It  sometimes  seems  to  us  a poor  thing  to  walk  in  these  common 
paths  wherein  all  are  walking ; yet  these  common  paths  are  the  paths 
in  which  blessings  travel.  They  are  the  ways  in  which  God  is  met. 
Welcoming  and  fulfilling  the  lowest  duties  which  meet  us  there,  we 
shall  often  be  surprised  to  find  that  we  have  been  unawares  welcoming 
and  entertaining  angels. 


Since,  in  the  dying  words  of  La  Place,  ‘ ‘ The  known  is  little,  but 
the  unknown  is  immense,”  and 

Since  life  can  little  more  supply 
Than  just  to  look  about  us  and  to  die,” 

it  is  a question  of  paramount  importance,  how  in  this  short  period 
education  can  be  made  to  conduce  most  to  the  progress,  the  efficiency, 
the  virtue,  and  the  real  welfare  of  man. 


The  mind  has  more  room  in  it  than  most  people  think,  if  you  would 
but  furnish  the  apartments. 
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Is  undoubtedly  a great  blessing  ; but  the  world  is  full  of  the  triumphs 
of  soul  over  physical  weakness  and  bodily  infirmity  : Paul,  in  ‘ ‘ bodily 
presence  weak Timothy,  “ with  his  often  infirmities Baxter,  never 
robust,  often  faihng ; Milton,  blind ; Payson,  the  victim  of  acute  suf- 
fering ; Johnson,  bravely  carrying  the  weight  of  a diseased  body ; 
Martyn,  weak  and  worn ; Adolphe  Monod,  uttering  under  the  pressure 
of  torturing  disease  words  that  will  be  a power  among  men  in  other 
lands  and  future  times.  If  sound  health  has  its  advantages,  so  has  it 
its  temptations  ; and  if  ill  health  has  its  disabihties,  so  also  it  has  its 
benefits.  Though  the  outward  man  perish,  the  inward  man  may  be 
renewed  day  by  day,  and  shine  with  an  ever-increasing  clearness  and 
lustre. 


gotUwg  te  laid  <i«  bg. 

An  infidel  on  his  death-bed  felt  himself  adrift  in  the  terrible  surges 
of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  Some  of  his  friends  urged  him  to  hold  on 
to  the  end. 

“I  have  no  objection  to  holding  on,”  was  the  poor  man’s  answer; 
‘‘but  will  you  tell  me  what  I am  to  hold  on  by  ?” 

There  is  the  fatal  want.  Infidelity  furnishes  neither  anchor  nor 
rope  to  the  sinking  soul.  It  gives  nothing  to  hold  on  by. 


^ a Maids, 

“How  is  it  you  contrive  to  buy  books  as  you  do  ?”  said  one  jour- 
neyman to  another.  ‘ ‘ Why,  you  have  a nice  httle  library  here.  Be- 
sides, you  always  have  money  to  give  to  every  good  object  that  comes 
along.  How  do  you  do  it  ? My’  wages  are  as  good  as  yours,  and  I 
can’t  do  it.” 

“I  do  not  spend  my  earnings  for  cigars,  for  soda,  or  ale,  or  oysters, 
nor  do  I run  up  a bill  at  the  stables,”  was  the  answer. 


I DO  not  think  the  command  to  live  “as  pilgrims  and  strangers” 
means  “rejoice  in  nothing,”  but  “be  careful  for  nothing.”  God  does 
not  require  of  us  to  tremble  and  be  afraid,  as  if  we  were  living  in  a 
world  without  foundations  ; but  to  trust,  as  those  who  live  in  a world 
founded  on  his  word,  and  having  the  firm  support  of  his  loving  will. 
When  he  wills,  we  know  the  whole  universe  will  fold  up  and  be  changed ; 
but  then  we  shall  have  the  firm  support  of  his  arm,  with  nothing  inter- 
vening, and  that  wiU  be  as  well. 
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l|{jiiik?»  at  iPlai, 

“ I never  was  so  mortified  in  my  life,”  said  a mother,  “ as  once  when 
I overheard  one  of  my  little  girls,  a make-believe  mother,  scolding  a 
doll  word  for  word,  and  tone  for  tone,  as  I was  scolding  Tom  the  day 
before.  It  was  certainly  not  a pleasing  rejiection.'^^ 

Yes,  go  to  the  children  at  play,  if  you  want  to  learn  what  infiuences 
are  really  educating  them,  for  they  act  out  the  impressions  most  strongly 
made  on  them.  It  is  not  the  more  positive  forms  of  training  which  at 
first  or  most  influentially  tell  upon  their  young  minds,  but  our  uncon- 
scious selves,  our  habitual  looks,  acts,  tones,  expressions,  which,  like 
the  air  they  daily  breathe,  daily  moulds  and  vitalizes  them.  If  you 
want  to  understand  your  child,  see  him  at  play.  What  variety,  what 
heartiness,  what  soul  on  the  playground  ! How  bounding,  free,  out- 
spoken, for  good  or  for  evil.  Two  things  about  play. 

1.  Children  can  play  on  very  small  capital.  A httle  girl  had  noth- 
ing to  play  with  but  two  empty  spools.  She  named  them  Anne  and 
Jane ; and  the  endless  diversity  of  character  and  conduct  they  took 
was  marvellous.  Those  children  are  not  the  ha^Dpiest  which  have  the 
fullest  baby-houses.  The  scantier  the  material,  the  more  the  mind 
draws  upon  itself,  and  its  very  activity  becomes  a spring  of  unfaihng 
enjoynient. 

2.  Let  children  make  what  they  want  as  far  as  can  be.  A box  of 

tools,  a ball  of  twine,  and  a shingle  will  educate  more  than  a year’s 
schooling.  Our  boys  never  enjoyed  their  gift  of  a checker-board — a 
glad  surprise,  quickly  over — as  we  in  our  childhood  enjoyed  construct- 
ing one  ; marking  off  the  squares,  papering  them,  hunting  the  wood- 
pile  for  a crow-stick,  and  sawing  off  the  men,  with  all  the  necessary 
finish.  It  took  days  of  most  enjoyable  work.  Nor  do  our  little  girls 
enjoy  their  doU’s  bedstead  as  we  did,  who  manufactured  one.  Give 
the  constructive  faculties  room  and  opportunity,  and  your  children 
have  a perpetual  fund  of  healthy  excitement  to  draw  on.  K. 

It  is  better  to  be  the  founder  of  a great  name  than  its  disreputable 
survivor.  When  a marshall  of  France  was  reminded  by  others  of  the 
obscurity  of  his  birth,  he  proudly  replied,  ‘‘I  am  my  own  ancestor.” 
In  this  great  and  original  country,  which  is  now  treading  in  the  van  of 
a new  reformation,  we  have  thousands  yet’  untaught  who  are  to  become 
ancestors  in  fame,  ancestors  in  fortune,  ancestors  in  science,  ancestors 
in  virtue.  May  their  descendants  be  worthy  of  them. 


Moke  are  they  that  drift  into  evil,  than  deliberately  steer  towards  it. 


THE  FAMILY  CHKISTIAN  ALMANAC 


47 


EXECUTIVE  DEPAKTMENT. 

Peesident  of  the  United  States ANDREW  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee. 

Vice-Pkesident  of  the  United  States LAFAYETTE  S.  FOSTER,  of  Connecticut. 

CABINET. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  of  New  York. 

HUGH  McCULLOCH,  of  Indiana, 

ORVILLE  H.  BROWNING,  of  Illinois. 

GIDEON  WELLES,  of  Connecticut. 

-EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  of  Pennsylvania. 

HENRY  STANBERY,  of  Kentucky. 

ALEX’R  W.  RANDALL,  of  Wisconsin. 

JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Chief-Justice --SALMON  P.  CHASE,  of  Ohio. 

Associate  Justice - -SAMUEL  NELSON,  of  New  York. 


ROBERT  C.  GRIER,  of  Pennsylvania. 
■JAMES  M.  WAYNE,  of  Georgia. 
NOAH  H.  SWAYNE,  of  Ohio. 
-SAMUEL  H.  MILLER,  of  Iowa. 
DAVID  DAVIS,  of  Illinois. 

-NATHAN  CLIFFORD,  of  Maine. 
-STEPHEN  J.  FIELD,  of  California 


The  Supreme  Court  holds  one  session  annually  at  Washington,  commencing  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December. 

Congress. — The  apportionment  made  by  Congress  March  4,  1862,  under  the  census  of 
1860,  increases  the  number  of  Representatives  to  242.  There  are  also  9 Delegates  from  the 
Territories,  who  deliberate,  but  have  no  vote.  The  Senators  are  72  in  number.  Each  Sen- 
ator and  Representative  is  allowed  $10,000  compensation  for  each  Congress,  (two  years,) 
deducting  for  absence.  This  is  an  increase  of  $2,000  yearly  over  previous  rates;  the  mile- 
age, however,  has  been  reduced.  The  Thirty-ninth  Congress  terminates  March  3,  1867. 

The  Post-office  Department. — The  revenue  of  the  Department  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1865,  was  $14,556,158,  and  its  expenditures  $13,694,728;  the  rate  of  increase  being  17  per 
cent.,  and  of  expenditure  8 per  cent.,  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Postage  stamps  to 
the  value  of  $12,099,787  were  sold,  also  $724,135  worth  of  stamped  envelopes,  and  $23,315  of 
stamped  wrappers.  It  is  estimated  that  467,591,600  letters  were  conveyed  in  the  mails  in 
1865,  of  which  2,352,424  were  lost  or  destroyed;  the  number  of  dead  letters  was  4,368,087. 
There  were  74,277  money-orders  issued,  of  the  value  of  $1,360,122.  The  revenues  of  the  past 
fiscal  year  exceeded  the  highest  annual  receipts  from  all  the  states  previous  to  the  rebellion 
by  $6,038,091.  The  average  annual  increase  of  the  revenue  for  the  last  four  years  over  the 
preceding  four  years  was  $3,533,845.  The  Postmaster- general  thinks  that  in  a few  years  let- 
ter postage  may  be  reduced  to  the  rate  adopted  by  Great  Britain. 

Postal  Money-orders. — On  August  2,  1866,  300  new  money-order  offices  were  added, 
making  700  such  post-offices.  The  largest  amount  that  can  be  sent  by  any  one  order  is  now 
$50.  The  fees  also  have  been  changed — the  charge  now  being  10  cents  on  any  order  from 
$1  up  to  $20;  and  25  cents  for  any  order  over  $20. 


Secretary  of  State 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury- 
Secretary  of  the  Interior - 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 

Secretary  of  War 

Attorney-General 

Postmaster-General 


Our  Indian  Population. — According  to  the  best  data  in  the  possession  of  the  Indian 
Department  at  Washington,  there  are  now  between  320,000  and  350,000  Indians  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  comprised  in  about  seventy-five  tribes,  and  occupying  about  a 
hundred  localities. 

Items  from  the  Census  Reports. — In  1700  the  entire  population  of  the  Anglo-American 
colonies  was  262,000;  in  1750,  it  was  1,000,000;  in  1775,  2,389,300.  In  1790  the  population  of 
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the  tlnited  States  alone  was  3,929,827;  and  in  1860,  31,443,321.  Anticipated  population  In 
1900,  107,000,000. 

The  unimproved  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  I860,  amounted  to  244,101,818  acres;  im- 
proved lands,  163,110,720  acres;  cash  value  of  the  whole  estimated  at  $6,645,045,007. 

Estimated  product  of  our  manufactures  in  1860,  $4,000,000,000. 

Commercial  railroads  in  the  United  States,  35,935  miles,  costing  $1,432,649,000. 

City  railroads,  402  miles,  costing  $14,862,840. 

Slack-water  canals  and  branches,  118,  of  which  68  cost  $147,393,997. 

Real  and  personal  property  estimated  at  $19,089,156,289. 

Educational  institutions  reported,  113,006;  teachers,  148,742;  students,  5,417,880.  Colle- 
giate institutions,  445 ; students,  54,969.  Churches,  54,000. 

Newspapers,  4,051;  circulation,  928,000,000  copies. 

Revolutionary  army,  from  1775  to  1783,  231,791;  vessels,  4. 

In  1812,  regulars  32,360,  volunteers  6,000,  militia  30,000;  navy,  8 frigates  and  170  gun- 
boats. In  1815,  276  vessels,  with  1,636  guns. 

In  March,  1865,  we  had  684  vessels  of  war,  with  4,477  guns,  many  of  them  of  large  calibre; 
and  the  aggregate  number  of  men  raised  for  the  Union  armies  was  2,688,000.  If  the  Confed- 
erate forces  be  added,  the  grand  total  would  be  reached  of  4,000,000  of  men  at  arms — the 
largest  force  ever  yet  raised  in  any  country  or  age  of  the  world. 

American  Shipping.— Before  the  war,  the  Stars  and  Stripes  led  the  carrying  trade  of  the 
world.  Not  only  was  there  a larger  tonnage  afloat  under  our  flag  than  under  any  other,  but 
American  ships  had  the  preference  for  enterprise,  speed,  and  care  of  cargo,  which  gave  them 
the  lead  in  every  port  and  on  every  ocean.  The  entire  tonnage  of  Great  Britain  in  1861  was 
4,806,826  tons;  and  that  of  the  United  States,  5,539,813  tons.  In  the  trade  of  this  country 
we  kept  the  lead  without  the  assistance  of  discriminating  legislation.  During  the  five  years 
ending  with  1861,  the  carrying  trade  of  New  York  amounted  to  $1,644,000,000,  of  which  over 
$1,000,000,000  was  done  under  the-  American  flag,  leaving  but  little  more  than  half  that 
amount  for  the  flags  of  all  other  nations  on  the  globe.  With  the  advent  of  war  there  came  a 
disastrous  change.  The  few  privateers  fitted  out  in  English  ports,  chiefly  through  the 
assistance  of  British  capitalists,  turned  the  scale  against  us,  and  almost  the  entire  fleet  of 
American  vessels  were  forced  to  engage  in  the  government  service,  lie  idle  at  the  dock,  or 
transfer  their  ownership  to  a foreign  flag.  Thus  in  the  four  years  which  followed,  out  of 
$I,700,OU0,(;O0  of  foreign  trade  for  the  city  of  New  York,  less  than  $400,000,000  were  done 
under  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  while  over  $1,300,000,000  were  carried  under  foreign  flags.  In 
1865,  the  entire  foreign  commerce  of  New  York  was  $429,100,229;  of  which  $345,750,622  W'as 
in  foreign  ships,  and  only  $83,349,607  in  American  ships.  This  is  a humiliating  and  exasper- 
ating record;  yet  in  the  recent  Fenian  movements  our  government  and  people  refused  to 
retalialft,  preferring  the  surer  and  better  triumphs  of  peace. 


Present  Condition  of  our  Navy. — The  Navy  Register  for  1866  gives  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  the  reduction  of  our  naval  force : Since  the  close  of  the  war,  225  vessels  have  been 
disposed  of  by  sale,  and  13  have  been  lost.  The  number  of  vessels  retained  in  the  service 
is  318,  of  which  73  are  laid  up  in  ordinary,  63  are  building  at  the  different  navy-yards,  15  are 
fitting  out  for  sea  service,  35  are  under  repair,  and  89  are  employed  at  various  naval  stations 
as  tugs  and  despatch  boats,  or  in  the  Ordnance  Department.  This  leaves  94  vessels,  of 
which  90  are  attached  to  our  squadrons,  while  four  are  employed  as  supply  steamers. 
These  vessels  are  distributed  among  the  different  squadrons  as  follows : 


European  squadron 
Brazilian  “ 

East  India  “ 

West  India  “ 

Pacific  “ 

Atlantic  “ 


Vessels.  Guns 

- 7 102 

- 9 102 

- 5 51 

- 9 85 

- 20  221 

- 9 74 


Vessels.  Guns. 


Gulf  squadron 

18 

138 

Special  service 

7 

128 

Receiving  ships - 

6 

143 

Supply  steamers 

4 

23 

94 

1,066 

Aggregate  tonnage,  103,622,  old  measurement. 

Modern  Armaments. — The  Army  and  Navy  (Eng.)  Gazette  remarks  as  follows  upon  the 
progress  making  in  military  armaments : “We  are  told  that  the  fortifications  which  com- 
pelled Admiral  Nunez,  the  destroyer  of  defenceless  Valparaiso,  to  retire  from  before  Callao, 
were  not  constructed  of  either  stone  or  earth,  but  consisted  of  iron  turrets  of  great  thick- 
ness, mounted  with  guns  which  threw  shot  of  the  weight  of  400  and  500  pounds.  We  must 
now  admit  that  armor-plated  ships,  and  especially  those  built  upon  the  turret  system,  are 
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more  than  a match  for  stone  and  earthen  fortifications;  while  on  the  other  hand,  we  have  a 
case  in  point  where  iron  turrets  placed  upon  the  land  can  bid  defiance  to  the  approach  of 
even  a fleet  of  iron-clads.” 

The  same  paper  refers  to  important  trials  of  heavy  rifled  artillery,  which  have  been  made 
in  past  months  at  a large  cost  to  that  government,  and  says  the  report  “ leads  irresistibly  to 
the  conclusion  that  in  no  system  of  grooved  rifling  at  present  known  is  the  endurance  of 
guns  of  large  calibre  fired  with  full  charges  of  powder  any  thing  more  than  a very  limited 
quantity.” 

American  Ieon-clads. — The  sea-going  qualities  of  vessels  of  the  monitor  class  have  been 
triumphantly  tested  by  their  safe  passage  across  the  ocean  to  England,  and  around  Cape 
Horn  to  San  Erancisco.  Their  progress  was  remarkably  uniform  from  day  to  day;  and  they 
proved  very  buoyant,  and  indifferent  to  storms.  Admiral  Porter  says,  in  a report  after  the 
capture  of  fort  Fisher,  “ The  Monadnock,”  a double-turreted  monitor  of  four  guns,  “could 
destroy  any  vessel  in  the  French  or  British  navy,  lay  their  towns  under  contribution,  and 
return  again — provided  she  could  pick  up  coal — without  fear  of  being  followed.  She  cer- 
tainly could  clear  any  harbor  on  our  coast  of  blockaders,  in  case  we  were  at  war  with  a foreign 
power.”  The  Monadnock  attracted  great  attention  in  Europe,  where  her  remarkable  superi- 
ority, both  for  attack  and  defence,  was  generally  conceded. 

Losses  of  the  Northern  Armies. — The  Provost  Marshal-general  has  compiled  a com- 
plete list  of  all  the  deaths  in  battle  and  from  wounds  and  disease,  of  every  regiment  from  all 
the  Northern  states  during  the  war.  This  record  shows  that  280,751  oAftcers  and  men  lost 
their  lives  in  the  service;  of  whom  5,221  commissioned  officers  and  90,886  enlisted  men  were 
killed  in  action  or  died  of  wounds,  and  2,321  commissioned  officers  and  182,329  men  died  of 
disease. 

The  Charities  of  the  War. — A careful  statement  made  of  the  amount  contributed  by 
the  people  of  the  loyal  states  for  philanthropic  purposes  connected  with  the  war,  not  includ- 
ing the  donations  for  religious  dr  educational  objects,  gives  the  following  noble  record:  The 
total  contributions  from  states,  counties,  and  towns  for  the  aid  and  relief  of  soldiers  amount- 
ed to  $187,209,6.8  62;  the  contributions  of  associations  and  individuals  for  the  care  and 
comfort  of  soldiers,  were  $24,044,865  96;  for  sufferers  abroad,  $380,040  74;  for  sufferers  by 
the  riots  of  July,  for  freedmen  and  white  refugees,  $639,633  13:  making  a grand  total,  exclu- 
sive of  expenditures  of  the  government,  of  $212,274,248  45. 

Mortality  in  War, — From  the  report  made  to  the  late  Statistical  Congress  at  Berlin,  by 
E.  B.  Elliot,  representing  our  Sanitary  Commission,  it  appears  that  the  deaths  in  our  army  in 
the  late  civil  war  averaged  72  in  each  1,000  every  year;  of  which  only  20  died  in  battle  or  ot 
wounds,  and  52  from  disease  or  other  causes.  The  ordinary  mortality  at  the  same  age  in 
civil  life  is  9 or  10  in  1,000;  and  of  soldiers  in  peace,  26  in  l,0i;0.  The  proportion  of  officers 
killed  in  battle  is  larger  than  of  soldiers ; but  twice  as  many  privates  in  proportion  die  ot 
disease. 

During  Wellington’s  campaign  in  Spain,  his  army  lost  at  the  rate  of  160  in  1,000  annually; 
and  in  the  Crimean  war,  the  mortality  in  the  hospitals  alone  was  230  in  1,000,  besides  those 
who  died  in  battle.  Our  soldiers  in  general  were  of  better  material  than  those  in  Europe, 
both  physically  and  morally. 

The  latest  military  reports  of  Europe  show  that  it  has  an  aggregate  of  nearly  5,000,000 
men  under  arms  in  time  of  peace ; about  one  in  65  of  the  entire  population,  and  one  in  20  ot 
the  adult  male  population,*  a proportion  greatly  increased  in  time  of  war.  But  in  our  late 
war  the  North  had  not  over  one  in  50  of  its  entire  population  in  the  field,  or  one  in  24  of  its 
adult  males.  Meanwhile  our  population  went  on  increasing,  and  there  were  150,000  more 
voters  after  the  war  than  before. 


National  Debts. — Mr.  Gladstone’s  estimates. 


England  - - - 

$3,995,000,000,  or  $125  per  head. 

Spain---  - -- 

Unit.  States 

3,000,000,000,  or 

100 

Holland 

■---  425,000,000,  or  121 

France 

2.400.000. 000,  or 

1.580.000. 000,  or 

53 

Turkey 

255,000,000,  or  115  “ 

Austria 

45 

Prussia 

----  215,000,000,  or  12 

Russia 

1,395,000,000,  or 

43 

Portugal 

• - - - 175,000,000,  or  40 

Italy 

760,000,000,  or 

34 

Great  Britain’s  revenue  has  never  exceeded  $370,000,000  per  year;  but  the  United  States 
government  are  now  raising  $540,000,000  per  year. 
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Raileoad  Travel  in  New  York. — On  the  eleven  street  railroads  in  the  city  of  New  York 
there  were  carried,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1864,  the  enormous  number  of 
60,328,795  passengers,  exceeding  that  of  the  previous  year  by  nearly  20,000,000.  The  earnings 
of  the  roads  for  the  same  period  were  $4,623,583,  and  the  expenses  $2,821,625. 

Casualties  for  1865. — During  the  year  1865,  there  were  354  fires  in  the  United  States 
where  the  amount  of  loss  was  $20,060  or  upwards,  at  which  property  was  destroyed  amount- 
ing, as  estimated,  to  $43,139,000.  The  losses  by  fire  from  1855  to  1865,  inclusive,  were 
$214,588,000.  During  the  year  there  were  183  railroad  accidents,  by  which  335  persons  were 
killed  and  1,427  wounded;  and  32  steam-boat  accidents,  by  which  1,788  were  killed  and  265 
wounded.  During  the  last  twelve  years  there  were  1,413  railroad  accidents,  by  which  2,204 
were  killed  and  8,356  wounded;  and  324  steam-boat  accidents,  by  which  5,372  were  killed  and 
1,579  wounded. 

Donations  to  Colleges. — During  the  last  two  years  of  the  war,  the  very  large  sum  of 
$848,000  was  donated  to  New  England  colleges.  The  New  England  seminaries  for  young 
ladies  meanwhile  received  less  than  a fiftieth  part  of  the  above  noble  subsidy. 

Revolutionary  Pensioners. — Congress  has  passed  a bill  giving  a gratuity  of  $300  a year 
to  each  of  the  five  surviving  revolutionary  pensioners,  in  addition  to  the  pension  of  $160 
which  they  now  receive.  In  January,  1864,  there  were  only  twelve  remaining,  seven  of 
whom  have  since  died.  The  names  of  the  only  survivors  are  as  follows:  Lemuel  Cook, 
enlisted  in  Hatfield,  Mass.,  98  years  of  age,  now  residing  at  Clarendon,  Orleans  county,  New 
York;  Samuel  Downey,  enlisted  in  Carroll  county.  New  Hampshire,  98  years  of  age,  now  liv- 
ing at  Edenburg,  Saratoga  county.  New  York  ; William  Hutchins,  enlisted  in  Newcastle, 
Maine,  100  years  of  age,  residing  at  Penobscot,  Maine ; Alexander  Maroney,  enlisted  at  lake 
George,  New  York,  as  a drummer-boy,  94  years  of  age,  residing  at  Yates,  Orleans  county. 
New  York;  James  Beartham,  a substitute  for  a drafted  man  in  Southampton  county,  Virginia, 
living  in  Missouri,  in  his  101st  year. 

Work  of  the  Bible  Society. — At  the  anniversary  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Soci- 
ety, Viscount  Stratford  de  Redclifie  referred  to  its  marked  accelerated  progress,  stating  that 
he  remembered  that  the  first  year  the  receipts  were  $3,200,  while  during  the  last  year  they 
amounted  to  nearly  a million  of  dollars — $905,365.  He  also  stated  that  forty-five  million 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  had  issued  from  the  depots  of  the  Society  in  the  sixty  years  of  its 
existence.  While  such  a promulgation  of  the  sacred  word  must  have  been  accompanied  by 
a great,  a marked,  and  salutary  improvement,  he  reminded  the  Society,  as  an  incentive  to 
still  greater  exertions,  that  their  distribution,  large  as  it  was,  could  not  have  reached  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  250,000,000  families  in  which  the  1,260,000,000  of  our  fellow-creatures  in 
the  world  are  comprised. 

An  auspicious  Sign  of  the  Times. — A wonderful  movement  is  now  in  progress  in 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a new  translation  of  the  Bible  into  French,  none  of  the 
versions  now  in  use  being  satisfactory.  A Society  has  been  formed,  of  which  M.  Thierrj%  a 
Senator  and  member  of  the  Academy,  is  President,  which  held  its  first  meeting  March  21, 
1866,  when  2,000  persons  were  present.  The*  movement  originated  with  Rev.  Mr.  Petavel, 
pastor  of  the  Swiss  church  in  London,  who  has  secured  the  enthusiastic  aid  of  leading  digni- 
taries and  clergymen  of  the  Protestant,  Catholic,  and  Jewish  faith,  and  of  eminent  men  of 
aU  ranks.  The  translation  is  to  be  made  by  a committee  of  learned  men  from  the  three 
great  religious  communions.  At  the  public  meeting,  addresses  were  made  by  Jewish  rab- 
bies  and  Catholic  priests,  heartily  commending  the  object,  and  expressing  the  common 
desire  that  the  word  of  God  should  be  translated  into  their  language  with  all  possible  accu- 
racy and  fidelity.  A Catholic  Abbe  who  disavowed  the  Inquisition,  and  rejoiced  that  the  time 
had  gone  by  when  material  constraint  was  needed  to  maintain  any  religious  creed,  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  desirable  results  of  this  translation,  that  it  would  establish  an  acknow- 
ledged authority  in  all  religious  controversies,  and  was  destined  to  shed  light  upon  disputed 
points.  The  decided  support  given  to  the  measure  by  the  Archbishop  of  Paris  and  by  prom- 
inent Catholic  clergymen  has  made  a great  sensation  among  extreme  Romanists,  who  are 
using  influences  to  induce  them  to  withdraw. 

Submarine  Tunnel  between  France  and  England. — A project  which  throws  the 
famous  Thames  tunnel  and  all  others  completely  in  the  shade — namely,  the  connecting  of 
Dover  and  Calais  by  a submarine  tunnel — is  seriously  entertained  by  the  skilful  engineers 
of  France.  The  channel  at  that  point  is  26  miles  across,  and  may  be  traversed  without  mak- 
ing artificial  islands,  by  four  galleries  of  little  more  than  six  miles  each. 
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Prices  in  New  York  Market. — The  following  are  the  prices  of  leading  articles  in  the 
New  York  market  on  January  3d,  in  each  of  the  last  six  years,  as  prepared  by  the  Commer- 
cial and  Financial  Chronicle : 


18«J. 

1863. 

1868. 

1864. 

1865. 

18€6. 

Ashes,  pots,  100  lbs. - 

$5  00 

$6  25 

$8  50 

$8  50 

$11  75 

$9  00 

Pearls 

5 00 

6 25 

8 25 

9 75 

13  00 

11  00 

Breadstuffs. 

Wheat  Flour,  State,  per  bbl. 

5 35 

5 50 

6 05 

7 00 

10  00 

8 75 

Wheat,  best  extra  Genesee 

7 50 

7 50 

8 75 

11  00 

15  to 

14  00 

Rye  Flour,  “ 

4 00 

8 87^ 

5 45 

6 65 

9 00 

6 10  . 

Corn  Meal,  Jersey 

3 15 

3 00 

4 00 

5 65 

8 80 

4 25 

Wheat,  white  Genesee,  bush. 

1 45 

1 50 

1 60 

1 80 

2 60 

2 63 

Red  Western 

1 38 

1 42 

1 48 

i 57 

2 45 

2 05 

Rye,  Northern,  bush 

75 

83 

96 

1 30 

1 75 

1 05 

Oats,  State 

37 

42 

71 

93 

1 06 

62 

Corn,  old  Western 

72 

64 

82 

1 30 

1 90 

95 

Cotton,  mid.  upland,  lb. 

m 

35i 

681 

82 

1 20 

52 

Fish,  dry  Cod,  qtl. 

3 50 

3 50 

4 50“ 

6 75 

9 00 

9 25 

Fruit,  bunch  Raisins,  box 

1 75 

3 20 

3 50 

4 00 

5 85 

4 40 

Currants,  lb. 

U 

9 

13al3/- 

15 

21 

15 

Hay,  shipping,  100  lbs. 

90 

77^ 

85“ 

1 45 

1 55 

75 

Hops,  lb. 

25 

20 

23 

33 

40 

50 

Iron,  Scotch  pig,  ton 

21  00 

23  00 

33  50 

45  00 

63  00 

52  00 

English,  bars 

52  00 

57  00 

77  50 

90  00 

190  00 

130  00 

Laths,  per  M. 

1 30 

1 25 

1 45 

1 50 

2 40 

5 00 

Lead,  Spanish,  ton 

5 25 

7 00 

8 00 

10  50 

15  00 

10  00 

Galena  - - - - - 

5 50 

7 121 

8 00 

10  50 

16  00 

Leather,  hemlock,  sole,  lb.  

10^ 

20^ 

27 

30 

42 

36 

Oak  

27 

28 

33 

42 

52 

39 

Lime,  com.  Rockland,  bbl. 

75 

65 

85 

1 35 

1 15 

1 10 

Liquors  Brandy,  (cognac  ) gal - 

2 00 

4 00 

5 25 

Domestic  Whiskey 

in 

201 

39 

94 

2 24 

2 27^ 

Molasses,  New  Orleans,  gals. 

37 

53 

55 

70 

1 43 

1 15 

Naval  Stores. 

Spirits  Turpentine,  gal. 

35 

1 471 

2 60 

2 95 

■ 2 10 

1 05 

Common  Rosin,  N.  C.,  bbl. 

1 25 

6 OO" 

10  50 

30  00 

28  00 

6 50 

Oils — Crude  Whale,  gal. 

51 

48 

83 

1 10 

1 48 

1 60 

Crude  Sperm 

1 40 

1 40 

1 75 

1 60 

2 13 

2 50 

Linseed 

50 

86 

1 27 

1 47 

1 50 

1 45 

Provisions. 

Pork,  old  mess,  bbl. 

16  00 

12  00 

14  50 

19  50 

43  Of) 

28  50 

Pork,  old  prime 

10  50 

8 50 

12  50 

14  50 

36  25 

23  50 

Beef,  city  mess 

6 00 

5 50 

12  00 

14  00 

20  50 

20  00 

Beef  Hams,  extra 

14  00 

14  50 

15  50 

18  30 

27  00 

35  00 

Hams,  picMed,  lb. 

8 

6 

8 

11 

20 

m 

Lard 

10^ 

8| 

10 

13 

23 

19“ 

Butter,  Ohio 

14 

15 

22 

24 

45 

30 

Butter,  Orange  county 

22 

22 

25 

32 

63 

50 

Cheese 

10 

7 

12 

15| 

20 

18^ 

Rice,  good,  100  lbs. 

4 00 

7 00 

8 75 

10  00 

13  00 

12  50 

Salt,  Liverpool,  ground,  sack 

65 

86 

1 25 

1 85 

2 27 

2 00 

Liverpool,  fine,  Ashton’s 

1 60 

1 70 

2 15 

2 80 

4 75 

4 10 

Seeds,  clover,  lb. 

8] 

u 

m 

m 

27 

14 

Sugar,  Cuba,  good 

H 

8\ 

10 

12 

19 

13 

Tallow 

n 

9} 

105 

12 

18 

14 

Whalebone,  Polar 

88 

76 

1 65 

1 60 

2 25 

1 55 

Wool,  fleece 

30 

50 

60 

75  1 

95  1 

75 

Failures.— The  following  is  a comparative  statement  of  failures,  their  number,  and 
amount,  in  1865  and  the  previous  nine  years,  in  the  Northern  states: 


Numbei’.  Liabilities.  | 


1857  4,257  $265,818,000 

1858  3,113  73,608,747  1 

1859  2,959  51,314,000  I 

1860  2,7.13  61,739,474 

1861  5,935  178,632,170  1 


Number.  Liabilities. 


I^IH  U1 1 1 iylPn, 

1862  1,652  $23,049,300 

1863  495  7,899,000 

1864  610  8,579,700 

1865  530  17,625,000 


Average  from  1857  to  1865,  76,473,000. 


Wants  of  large  Cities. — As  a great  city  stretches  its  bounds  on  every  side,  it  becomes 
more  and  more  a necessity  to  provide  ample,  swift,  and  cheap  conveyance  for  its  vast  pop- 
ulation from  side  to  side  and  to  the  suburbs.  New  York,  for  example,  in  addition  to  its 
grand  system  of  ferries,  must  have  a submarine  tunnel  connecting  it  with  the  opposite 
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shores  east  and  west.  Nor  can  it  long  dispense  with  a far  more  ample  and  rapid  mode  of 
conveyance  from  its  southern  and  business  portions  to  its  upper  parts,  and  the  towns  beyond 
it  on  the  north.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  a tunnel  under  the  whole  length  of  the  city, 
from  the  Battery  to  the  Central  Park,  to  contain  a double-track  railway,  on  which  steam  cars 
can  be  run.  This  tunnel  is  to  have  numerous  stations  on  the  route,  reached  by  staircases 
from  the  street.  The  expense  wiU  be  about  a million  of  dollars  a mile.  A light,  airy,  and 
pleasant  road  of  this  kind,  five  miles  in  length,  has  been  built  under  the  city  of  London,  on 
which  the  cars  travel  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles  an  hour,  with  safety  and  comfort.  At  this 
rate  cars  could  run  from  the  Battery  to  the  Central  Park  in  twelve  minutes. 

Display  of  the  World’s  Industry. — A ‘'Universal  Exposition  of  the  Products  of  Indus- 
try and  Art  of  all  Nations  ” is  to  be  held  in  Paris  during  the  six  months  Succeeding  April  1, 
1867.  Its  aim  is  to  exhibit  the  progress  of  art  and  manufactures,  and  of  all  the  sciences  in 
supplying  the  necessities  of  society,  among  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  The  government  of 
France  is  to  erect  a palace  for  the  Exhibition  1,600  feet  long  and  1,200  wide,  covering  an  area 
of  35  acres,  to  cost  $4,000,000  ; besides  making  provision  for  living  products  of  agriculture 
and  horticultnre,  animals,  and  models  of  villages.  Compartments  have  been  allotted  to  the 
Christian  governments  of  Europe  and  America,  and  to  the  Mohammedan  and  Pagan  nations 
of  Turkey,  Persia,  Central  and  Southern  Asia,  China,  Japan,  Africa,  and  Oceanica.  There 
win  be  a display  of  different  races  of  savages  at  work  in  their  rude  industry. 

Artesian  Wells. — Paris  having  already  two  great  artesian  wells,  another  is  being  sunk. 
It  has  reached  a depth  of  eighty-two  metres,  or  269  feet,  nearly  twenty-three  metres  below 
sea  level.  A good  deal  of  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  deahng  with  a number  of  sub- 
terranean lakes  met  with. 

Capernaum. — Archaeological  searches  in  Palestine  have  nearly  settled  the  site  of  ancient 
Capernaum  upon  the  present  Tel  Hum.  The  “ White  Synagogue  ” has  been  dug  out,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  this  is  the  identical  edifice  built  by  the  Homan  centurion,  Luke  7, 
and  one  of  the  structures  in  which  Christ  prayed  and  taught — the  only  one  now  to  be  traced. 
Its  plan  and  ornaments  have  been  made  out  and  copied. 

An  Egyptian  Kelic. — A stone  has  been  discovered  in  Egypt,  at  ancient  Tanis,  which 
promises  to  be  of  almost  equal  value  with  the  famous  Rosetta  stone.  It  contains  a long 
inscription  in  the  ancient  hieroglyi^hics,  with  its  counterpart  in  Greek ; the  whole  in  a most 
excellent  state  of  preservation.  It  has  already  been  three  times  photographed,  and  is  ready 
for  the  labors  of  scholars. 

An  Australian  Monster. — An  extraordinary  reptile  has  arrived  in  England  from  Aus- 
tralia, which  seems  to  be  more  nearly  allied  to  the  pre-Adamite  Saurians  than  any  thing 
before  discovered.  It  possessed  enormous  claws  and  teeth,  which  enabled  it  to  cause  great 
destruction  to  the  natives,  while  its  almost  impenetrable  skin  shielded  it  from  their  rude 
weapons.  The  body  is  perfect  with  the  exception  of  one  claw,  torn  off  in  the  final  contest. 

Petroleum. — The  demand  for  petroleum  in  Europe  alone  for  the  year  1866  is  estimated 
at  90,000,000  gallons.  The  consumption  in  1864  was  30,000,000  gallons,  against  10,000,000 
gallons  in  1862.  There  is  also  a brisk  demand  for  it  in  every  country  in  the  world  that  has 
learned  the  value  of  artificial  light  and  of  machinery. 

Free  Public  Baths. — The  city  of  Boston  appropriated  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  six 
bathing-houses  in  convenient  locations,  for  the  free  use  of  the  people.  These  are  now 
opened,  and  in  the  warm  weather  are  daily  thronged.  The  swimming-rooms  are  each  in  the 
charge  of  a superintendent  and  policeman  ; the  water  is  four  feet  deep,  and  is  kept  pure  by 
a constant  current;  and  facilities  for  learning  to  swim  are  furnished.  Similar  conveniences 
ought  to  be  furnished  by  every  city  and  large  town,  as  a public  necessity. 

Free  Drinking  Fountains  also  ought  to  be  liberally  provided,  not  only  on  the  great  high- 
ways and  thoroughfares  in  the  country,  but  at  frequent  intervals  in  every  city.  Pure  and 
cool  water  in  front  of  a corner  grocery  would  draw  away  not  a little  of  its  custom. 

New  York  State  Inebriate  Asylum. — Up  to  1864,  there  had  been  7,245  applications  for 
places  in  this  excellent  institution  at  Binghamton,  from  every  state  in  the  Union,  and  from 
Europe,  Mexico,  and  the  British  Provinces;  520  applicants  were  opium  eaters.  There  were  39 
clergymen,  8 judges,  197  lawyers,  226  physicians,  340  merchants,  680  mechanics,  466  farmers, 
240  gentlemen,  and  805  women.  One  of  the  opium  eaters,  a lawyer,  who  had  filled  a highly 
responsible  office,  in  one  year  drank  3,200  bottles  of  McMunn’s  preparation  of  opium.  In 
one  day  he  drank  twenty  bottles,  equal  to  ten  thousand  drops  of  laudanum.  Patients  at 
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this  asylum  are  received  for  not  less  than  a year,  are  watched,  controlled,  and  medically 
treated.  The  expectation  is  that  at  least  seventy-five  per  cent,  will  be  radically  cured.  The 
astounding  fact  was  stated  at  a Temperance  Convention  at  Saratoga,  that  the  names  of  1,300 
rich  men’s  daughters  are  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  admission  to  this  asylum. 

Fak-reaching  Liberality. — Hon.  Asa  Parker  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Pennsylvania,  has  set 
apart  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  establish  and  endow  a college  near  Bethlehem,  giving 
also  fifty-seven  acres  of  land,  on  which  the  buildings  will  be  erected,  in  which  indigent  boys 
shall  have  free  education.  This  noble  gift  to  the  cause  of  education  has  not  been  surpassed 
in  this  country. 

London  Water.— The  capital  of  England  and  many  of  its  large  towns  are  seriously  trou- 
bled as  to  the  impure  quahty  of  the  water  their  people  are  compelled  to  use,  which  is  found 
a fruitful  source  of  disease.  In  London,  the  deep  weUs  sunk  under  the  city  have  been  fail- 
ing, the  water  level  being  40  or  50  feet  lower  than  25  years  ago,  and  it  seem-s  certain  that  no 
pumping  process  can  supply  the  city.  The  immense  expenditures  for  the  sewerage  of  Lon- 
don and  to  purify  the  Thames  water,  do  not  alter  the  fact  that  there  are  56  towns,  with  over 

1.000. 000  inhabitants,  on  the  river  above  London,  pouring  their  sewerage  into  the  river.  To 
remedy  the  frightful  evils  thus  caused,  an  eminent  engineer,  Mr.  Bateman,  proposes  a plan 
of  relief,  gigantic,  but  perhaps  the  only  feasible  one.  This  is  to  collect  the  waters  from  the 
mountain  ranges  of  Northern  Wales  into  artificial  lakes,  and  convey  them,  by  a series  of  aque- 
ducts and  reservoirs,  to  the  city.  The  whole  distance  to  the  service  reservoirs  in  London 
would  be  183  miles;  and  the  first  cost  of  a supply  of  130,600,600  gallons  daily  is  estimated  at 
$43,000,600.  How  to  accomphsh  all  this  is  a question;  but  a still  graver  question  is,  how  to 
live  without  it.  Meanwhile  let  us  be  grateful  for  our  happy  immunity  from  such  perplexi- 
ties at  present,  in  our  well-watered  country. 

The  Great  African  Desert. — Becent  explorations  have  corrected  many  of  the  errone- 
ous impressions  respecting  the  great  desert  of  Sahara.  Instead  of  being  a nearly  level 
sandy  plain,  it  is  only  so  at  its  eastern  and  western  extremities,  the  central  portions  rising  in 
the  form  of  terraces  900  or  1,200  feet  above  the  valleys  of  the  Atlas  and  Soudan,  while  Barth 
speaks  of  mountains  4,000  or  5,000  feet  high.  The  opinion  of  Humboldt  is  undoubtedly  cor- 
rect, that  it  is  the  bed  of  a former  seaT  elevated  by  geological  convulsions,  mounds  of  fossil 
shells  and  other  debris  of  marine  animals  being  met  over  its  whole  extent,  besides  immense 
deposits  of  reck  salt.  The  fact  has  been  revealed  by  numerous  wells,  that  there  are  exten- 
sive sheets  of  water  a short  distance  below  the  surface — a fact  known  for  a long  time  to  the 
Arabs,  who  call  this  watery  bed  the  subterranean  sea. 

A WONDERFUL  INCREASE. — The  population  of  the  state  of  Illinois  has  continued  to  increase 
beyond  all  precedent.  In  1809  the  territory  of  Illinois  was  constituted,  and  in  J 818  the  state 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  In  1820  its  population  was  55,211;  in  1830  it  was  157,445;  in 
1840,  476,183;  in  1850,  851,470;  in  1860,  1,711,951 — an  increase  during  the  last  decade  of 
860,481,  or  over  101  per  cent.,  and  in  the  last  generation  of  thii’ty  years  of  over  987  per  cent. 

Cosmopolitan  Cities. — The  last  English  census  developes  the  fact  that  there  are  in  Lon- 
don more  Scotchmen  than  in  Edinburg,  more  Irish  than  in  Dublin,  more  Eoman-catholics 
than  in  Rome,  and  more  Jews  than  in  Palestine.  New  York  has  nearly  as  many  Irish  as 
Dublin,  and  is  iprobably  the  third  German  city  in  the  world,  ranking  next  to  Berlin  and 
Vienna. 

A GROWING  Power. — Since  the  days  of  Peter  the  Great,  Russia  has  advanced  her  frontier 
700  miles  towards  Vienna  and  Berlin,  500  miles  towards  Constantinople,  and  1,200  miles 
towards  Lahore  and  Kurrachee  in  India.  She  has  taken  from  Sweden  more  than  half  her 
territory;  from  Poland,  territory  more  extensive  than  Austria;  from  Turkey,  provinces  equal 
to  Prussia  and  the  Rhine  provinces,  Belgium,  and  Holland ; from  Persia,  provinces  as  large 
as  Great  Britain;  and  from  Tartary  and  China,  countries  greater  than  the  whole  of  Europe. 
Her  population  in  the  same  time  has  increased  sixfold. 

Wasting  Source  of  England’s  Strength. — The  predominance  of  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain  over  that  of  America  and  France  has  been  owing  greatly  to  her  vast  resources 
of  coal,  covering  an  area  of  5,400  square  miles,  and  estimated  to  have  been  originally  nearly 

200.000. 000.000  tuns.  The  people  of  that  country  are  now  startled  by  the  statement,  that 
such  has  been  the  drain,  that  probably  one-half  of  the  store  has  been  consumed,  and  that  the 
remainder  will  be  exhausted  in  about  a century.  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Stuart  Mill  have  called 
the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  matter  in  earnest  and  impressive  speeches,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  urging  them  to  take  measures  now  for  the  reduction  of  their  immense  national  debt. 
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The  Italian  Patriot’s  Opinion.— Graribaldi,  who  has  shown  such  an  illustrious  and  dis- 
interested devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  Italy,  has  written  a letter  intimating  that  he  will 
use  aU  the  agencies  at  his  command  to  facilitate  the  circulation  of  the  Kew  Testament  in 
every  part  of  Italy.  After  denouncing  popery  as  the  most  colossal  system  of  iniquity  the 
world  ever  saw,  he  expresses  his  deep  conviction  that  nothing  but  the  circulation  of  the  New 
Testament  can  ever  effectually  crush  it  in  his  native  land.  The  anxiety  for  the  possession 
of  copies  of  the  New  Testament  is  rapidly  increasing  in  all  parts  of  Italy. 

Juvenile  Keform  Schools. — The  first  of  these,  the  House  of  Hefuge  in  New  York,  was 
founded  in  1824,  and  has  now  about  1,0C0  inmates.  Then  followed  the  Juvenile  Asylum, 
averaging  450  to  500,  and  having  received  in  the  last  14  years  12,000  children.  Some  60  on 
the  average  are  received  each  month,  and  as  many  disposed  of — usually  to  western  farms, 
2,000  having  been  sent  to  Illinois  alone.  Juvenile  Reform  schools  are  now  established  in 
all  the  New  England  states,  and  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wis- 
consin, Kentucky,  Missouri,  Maryland,  and  Louisiana. 

The  Children’s  Aid  Society  in  New  York  is  a recent  but  very  efficient  laborer  in  this 
important  field.  In  the  last  year  1,400  homeless  children  were  provided  for  by  it,  and  in  13 
years  over  10,000  have  been  placed  in  good  homes.  About  20  “ Industrial  Schools  ” also  add 
their  efforts,  in  teaching  and  otherwise  caring  for  the  poor  children  of  New;  York.  The 
Children’s  Aid  Society  lately  received  from  Chauncey  Rose,  Esq.,  a munificent  gift,  which 
will  yield  them  an  income  of  $10,000  yearly. 

Japan. — This  empire  is  slowly  opening  to  the  better  knowledge  of  foreigners,  and  admit- 
ting their  arts,  sciences,  and  influence.  An  English  paper  is  now  pubhshed  there,  carriages 
are  introduced,  and  a railroad  with  engine  and  tender  is  in  operation  at  Nagasaki,  and  excites 
a great  deal  of  attention,  the  Japanese  coming  from  far  and  near  to  see  it.  The  value  of  the 
imports  to  Japan  in  1864  w’as  about  $9,400,000;  exports  nearly  $14,000,000.  Nearly  200  ves- 
sels are  annually  entered  and  cleared,  some  50  of  them  American. 

The  anti-foreign  policy  of  the  Japanese  government  is  believed  to  have  undergone  an 
important  change  for  the  better  near  the  close  of  1865,  the  united  forces  of  the  foreign  pow'- 
ers  having  secured  the  revision  of  the  tariff  and  the  opening  of  two  new  ports,  Osaka  and 
Hiogo,  as  weU  as  the  ratification  of  previous  treaties  l5y  the  Mikado.  This  official  is  found  to 
be  the  only  real  emperor,  the  Tycoon  being  only  one  of  many  Daimios,  or  hereditary  princes, 
though  having  some  special  privileges — being  usually  a son-in-law  of  the  Mikado. 

Christian  Missions. — The  enemies  of  religion  have  recently  assailed  the  work  of  mis- 
sions as  a failure,  affirming  among  other  things  that  the  great  Societies  are  barely  holding 
their  own  by  special  exertions ; that  the  missions  have  not  advanced  into  new  heathen  terri- 
tory; and  that  less  actual  progress  has  been  made  of  late  than  in  previous  years.  These 
plausible  charges  have  called  out  a public  and  full  refutation  by  facts.  Thus  as  to  receipts, 
it  is  shown  that  in  1854  the  receipts  from  the  prominent  organizations  in  England  and  the 
United  States  were  $800,000;  while  in  1865  they  were  almost  $1,400,000;  an  increase  of  75 
per  cent.  In  the  same  period,  their  number  of  missionaries  and  helpers  has  increased  from 
679  to  over  1,100.  With  regard  to  new  territory,  Japan  has  been  partly  occupied;  the  large 
province  of  Pe-chih-li  in  China  with  31,000,000  of  people,  and  another  province  called  Hapeb, 
with  30,000,000.  In  India,  two  new  states  have  been  entered  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  the  United  States;  one  new  state  by  the  Scotch  United  Presbyterians;  the  vast 
territory  of  the  Nizam  is  the  scene  of  a new  and  great  movement  by  the  Church  Missionary 
Society,  who  have  also  just  entered  Cashmere.  Many  other  minor  advances  have  been  made 
in  India,  as  weU  as  in  Burmah,  Madagascar,  Mauritius,  and  Egypt.  Thus  within  10  years 
new  ground  has  been  occupied  by  150  missionaries  among  a population  of  150,000,000. 
Finally,  as  to  accessions  to  the  church,  a careful  review  of  the  whole  ground  proves  that, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,,  the  triumphs  of  the  gospel  have  been  greater  in  the  last  ten 
years  than  ever  before,  and  that  in  real  efficiency  and  spiritual  life,  as  well  as  numbers,  the 
missions  were  never  so  powerful  as  to-day. 

In  the  various  Protestant  missionary  fields,  there  are  now  some  1,200  ordained  native 
preachers,  and  over  6,000  other  native  helpers.  In  India,  the  very  gratifying  and  suggestive 
fact  is  disclosed,,  that  of  all  the  male  converts,  one  in  seven  is  employed  in  one  form  or  an- 
other of  mission  work. 

Suggestive  Comparisons. — ^In  1839,  there  were  connected  with  the  missions  of  the 
American  Board  52  churches,  with  7,311  members.  There  were  then  in  Massachusetts  375 
evangelical  congregational  churches,  with  52,823  members.  During  the  next  25  years. 
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^5,480  members  were  added  to  the  mission  churches,  and  55,766  to  the  churches  in  Massa- 
chusetts. The  average  number  of  mission  churches  for  the  whole  time  was  105;  in  Massa- 
chusetts, 452.  The  average  yearly  additions  to  each  church  in  the  mission,  a little  over  21; 
in  Massachusetts  not  quite  5. 

PnoGKEss  OF  Freedom. — The  present  century  has  been  signalized  by  the  breaking  of  the 
fetters  of  the  slave  in  most  of  the  lands  where  man  was  held  in  bondage.  In  1807  the  slave- 
trade  was  suppressed  by  Great  Britain,  in  1808  by  the  United  States,  and  in  1820  by  France. 
In  1818  slavery  was  abolished  by  the  Netherlands,  in  1834  by  Great  Britain,  in  1846-47  by 
Sweden,  in  1818  by  France  and  Denmark,  in  1860-61  by  Holland.  In  1862  serfdom  was  abol- 
ished by  Russia;  in  1863  emancipation  was  proclaimed  by  President  Lincoln;  in  1865  it  was 
promised  by  the  king  of  Portugal.  Spain  and  Brazil,  the  only  remaining  countries  in  Chris- 
tendom where  slavery  is  still  established,  have  passed  laws  cr  are  discussing  measures  look- 
ing to  an  early  removal  of  the  institution. 

The  SiNAiTiG  Codex. — This  is  an  ancient  manuscript  copy  of  the  New  Testament  entire, 
found  by  Dr.  Tischendorf,  a most  eminent  German  scholar,  in  the  convent  at  mount  Sinai. 
It  is  believed  to  be  more  ancient  than  the  celebrated  Vatican  manuscript  at  Rome,  which  has 
never  been  thoroughly  examined,  and  which  lacks  the  book  of  Revelation  and  several  of 
the  Epistles.  The  Sinaitic  manuscript  contains  essentially  the  text  as  it  was  in  the  second 
century,  and  furnishes  invaluable  aid  towards  securing  the  exact  original  as  penned  by  the 
sacred  writers. 

True  Science  not  Contrary  to  Scripture. — While  infidels  ridicule  the  faith  of  Chris- 
tians, facts  prove  that  there  are  none  so  credulous  as  they  in  seizing  upon  and  accepting 
whatever  in  their  opinion  will  discredit  or  overthrow  the  sacred  record.  An  immense  quan- 
tity of  flints  shaped  like  axes,  arrow-heads,  and  other  rude  implements,  found  in  the  valley 
of  the  Somme,  in  Picardy,  Northern  France,  led  many  geologists  to  pronounce  that  they 
afforded  incontrovertible  proof  of  the  existence  of  man  for  ages  before  the  creation  of  Adam, 
according  to  the  Bible,  though  it  is  known  that  flint  has  a natural  tendency  to  break  into 
similar  shapes.  Some  human  bones  and  flint  arrow-heads  found  last  year  in  mounds  at 
Caithness,  in  Scotland,  were  elaborately  described,  and  authoritatively  pronounced  by  scien- 
tific men  to  belong  to  a period  before  the  Scripture  record.  A thorough  investigation  of  the 
mounds,  however,  has  proved  them  to  be  composed  of  limpets  and  periwinkle  shells,  and 
the  human  remains  to  be  those  of  a Danish  sailor,  while  a pair  of  tailor’s  shears  like  those  in 
modem  use,  and  coins  bearing  the  image  of  King  William  III.,  were  also  found  among  these 
“pre-historic  remains.” 

Science  against  Heathenism. — The  fossilized  forms  of  heathen  superstition  and  idola- 
try are  receiving  ruthless  blows  from  the  improvements  of  modem  science  introduced  by 
Christian  civilization.  In  India,  the  railroads  are  fast  destroying  the  restrictions  of  caste, 
■tvhich  forbid  men  of  different  grades  to  associate.  Travellers  on  the  cars  eat  and  drink, 
when  they  need  refreshment,  wherever  they  can  obtain  it.  Instead  of  consulting  astrologers 
when  to  start  on  a journey,  they  now  go  by  railroad  time.  Pilgrims  to  the  holy  shrines, 
instead  of  measuring  their  lengths  over  the  road,  or  painfully  walking  the  distance,  take  the 
quickest  route  by  rail.  Instead  of  regarding  it  as  pollution  to  touch  a dead  body,  medical 
studies  are  eagerly  pursued,  and  dissection  is  practised  without  scruple  by  men  of  the  high- 
est caste.  Steam  and  the  electric  telegraph  are  doing  much  to  demolish  the  decaying  struc- 
ture of  Hinduism. 

“And  a Stranger  they  will  not  Follow.” — A man  accused  of  stealing  sheep  was 
brought  before  a judge  in  India.  As  he  could  not  decide  between  him  and  the  supposed 
owner,  both  of  whom  had  witnesses  to  prove  their  claims,  he  ordered  the  sheep  to  be  brought 
into  court,  and  sent  one  of  the  men  into  another  room,  while  he  told  the  other  to  call  the 
sheep,  and  see  if  it  would  come  to  him.  Not  knowing  the  voice  of  a stranger,  it  would  not 
go  to  him.  In  the  meantime  the  other  man,  suspecting  what  was  going  on,  gave  a kind  of 
“chuck,”  in  the  way  he  had  been  used  to  call  the  sheep,  when  it  at  once  bounded  towards 
the  sound,  thus  deciding  who  was  the  real  owner. 

A Volcano  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. — Manna  Loa,  a volcano  in  Hawaii,  was  tlie  scene, 
at  the  opening  of  1866,  of  a most  sublime  spectacle.  A grand  eruption  commenced  near  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  and  after  pouring  out  its  burning  floods  for  two  days,  ceased;  but  36 
hours  after  the  eruption  again  appeared,  about  midway  on  the  mountain  side,  sending  up  a 
column  of  lava  about  KJO  feet  in  diameter,  varying  from  100  to  1,000  feet  in  height,  and  con- 
tinuing for  twenty  days  and  nights.  The  disgorgement  from  the  mountain  side  was  often 
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with  terrific  explosions,  which  shook  the  hills  and  were  heard  for  forty  miles.  This  column 
of  liquid  fire  was  an  object  of  surpassing  brilliancy,  of  intense  and  awful  grandeur.  As  the 
jet  issued  from  the  awful  orifice,  it  was  white  heat;  as  it  ascended  higher  and  higher,  it  red- 
dened like  fresh  blood,  deei>ening  its  color,  until,  in  its  descent,  much  of  it  assumed  the  color 
of  clotted  gore. 

In  a few  days  it  had  raised  a cone  some  three  hundred  feet  high  around  the  burning  ori- 
fice, and  as  the  showers  of  burning  minerals  fell  in  livid  torrents  upon  the  cone,  it  became 
one  vast  heap  of  glowing  coals,  flashing  and  quivering  with  restless  action,  and  sending  out 
the  heat  of  ten  thousand  furnaces  in  full  blast.  The  struggles  in  disgorging  the  fiery  masses, 
the  upward  rush  of  the  column,  the  force  which  raised  it  one  thousand  vertical  feet,  and  the 
continuous  falling  back  of  thousands  of  tons  of  mineral  fusia  into  the  throat  of  the  crater, 
and  over  a cone  of  glowing  minerals  one  mile  in  circumference,  was  a sight  to  inspire  awe 
and  terror,  attended  with  explosive  shocks  which  seemed  to  rend  the  mural  ribs  of  the 
mountain.  From  this  fountain  a river  of  fire  went  rushing  and  leaping  down  the  mountain 
with  amazing  velocity,  filling  up  basins  and  ravines,  dashing  over  precipices,  and  exploding 
rocks,  until  it  reached  the  forests  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  where  it  burned  its  fiery  way, 
consuming  the  jungle,  evaporating  the  water  of  the  streams  and  pools,  cutting  down  the 
trees,  and  sending  up  clouds  of  smoke  and  steam  and  murky  columns  of  fleecy  wreaths  to 
heaven. 

All  Eastern  Hawaii  was  a sheen  of  light,  and  night  was  turned  into  day.  So  great  was 
the  illumination  at  night,  that  one  could  read  without  a lamp;  and  labor,  travelling,  and 
recreation  might  go  on  as  in  the  daytime.  Mariners  at  sea  saw  the  light  at  two  hundred 
miles  distance.  It  was  a pyrotechnical  display  more  magnificent  and  marvellous  than  was 
ever  made  by  any  earthly  monarch.  The  point  from  which  the  fire-fountain  issued  is  ten 
thousand  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  thus  making  the  igneous  pillar  a distinct  object  of 
observation  along  the  whole  eastern  coast  of  Hawaii. 

During  the  eruption.  Rev.  Mr.  Coan  mad©  an  excursion  to  the  source.  After  three  days 
of  hard  struggling  in  the  jungle  and  over  fields,  ridges,  and  hills  of  bristling  scoria,  ho 
arrived  near  sunset  at  the  scene  of  action.  All  night  long  he  stood  as  near  to  the  glowing 
pillar  as  the  vehement  heat  would  allow,  listening  to  the  startling  explosions  and  the  awful 
roar  of  the  molten  column,  as  it  rushed  upward  a thousand  feet,  and  fell  back  in  a fiery  ava- 
lanche which  made  the  mountain  tremble.  It  was  such  a scene  as  few  mortals  ever  wit- 
nessed. There  was  no  sleep  for  the  spectator.  The  fierce  red  glare,  the  subterraneous  mut- 
terings  and  smugglings,  the  rapid  explosions  of  gases,  the  rushes  and  roarings,  the  sudden 
and  startling  bursts,  as  of  crashing  thunder — aU,  aU  were  awe-inspiring,  and  all  combined 
to  render  the  scene  one  of  indescribable  brilliancy  and  of  terrible  sublimity.  The  rivers  of 
fire  from  the  fountain  flowed  about  thirty-five  miles,  and  stopped  within  ten  miles  of  Hilo. 
Had  the  fountain  played  ten  d^ys  longer,  it  would  probably  have  reached  the  shore. 

Tokpedoes. — ^Numerous  experiments  have  been  made  in  constructing,  locating,  and 
exploding  these  formidable  implements,  during  previous  wars  and  rumors  of  war;  in  gen- 
eral, with  little  success.  Of  late,  however,  they  have  been  more  skilfully  made  and  used, 
sometimes  with  amazing  effect,  and  more  damage  was  done  to  national  vessels  by  Southern 
torpedoes  than  by  artillery,  however  excellent  and  well-served.  They  can  be  buried  in  the 
approaches  to  any  fortified  place,  by  land  or  by  sea,  and  explode  when  struck  by  a passing 
ship,  or  by  electricity,  at  any  desired  instant,  by  means  of  wires.  They  will  evidently  form 
a most  important  implement  in  future  wars. 

The  Metric  or  Decimal  System  of  weights  and  measures,  adopted  years  ago  in  France, 
is  gaining  ground  in  Europe,  and  was  unanimously  approved  by  the  British  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science  in  1864,  for  universal  adoption;  and  numerous  means  were 
recommended  to  bring  it  to  the  familiar  knowledge  of  the  people.  In  the  debate  on  this 
subject,  it  was  stated  that,  at  a recent  Postal  Congress  at  Paris,  where  sixteen  governments 
of  Europe  and  America  were  represented,  a resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  in  favor  of 
a universal  metric  postal  system;  that  the  discordant  systems  of  weights  and  measures  in 
different  countries  make  the  science  of  one  nation  almost  a sealed  book  to  others ; that  a boy 
taught  arithmetic  on  the  metric  system,  could  make  as  much  progress  in  ten  months  as  in 
two  years  and  ten  months  of  study  by  the  old  systems;  that  the  decimal  system  prevails 
throughout  China,  and  was  there  believed  to  be  of  heavenly  origin.  So  strong  are  the  rea- 
sons for  the  proposed  change,  that  it  will  doubtless  in  time  be  made,  the  new  method  being 
introduced  in  schools  and  in  books,  and  gradually  finding  its  way  to  popular  favor  and  uni- 
versal adoption. 
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The  meter  is  the  principal  and  only  unit.  It  is  a measure  of  length,  and  was  intended  to 
be  one  ten-millionth  of  the  distance  on  the  earth’s  surface  from  the  equator  to  the  pole.  It 
is  89  inches  and  37  one-hundredths  very  nearly. 

The  are  is  a surface  equal  to  a square  whose  side  is  ten  meters.  It  is  nearly  four  square 
rods. 

The  liter  is  the  unit  for  measuring  capacity,  and  is  equal  to  the  contents  of  a cube  whose 
edge  is  a tenth  part  of  the  meter.  It  is  a little  more  than  a wine  quart. 

The  gram  is  the  unit  of  weight,  and  is  the  weight  of  a cube  of  water,  each  edge  of  the  cube 
being  one  one-hundredth  part  of  the  meter.  It  is  equal  to  15  grains  and  432  one-thou- 
sandths. 

The  stere  is  a cubic  meter. 

Each  of  these  units  is  divided  decimally,  and  larger  units  are  formed  by  multiples  of  ten, 
one  hundred,  etc.  The  successive  multiples  are  designated  by  the  prefixes,  deka,  hecto, 
kilo,  and  myra;  the  parts  by  deci,  centi,  and  milli. 

The  nomenclature,  simple  as  it  is  in  theory,  and  designed  from  its  origin  to  be  universal, 
can  only  become  familiar  by  use. 

Like  aU  strange  words,  these  will  become  familiar  by  custom,  and  obtain  popular  abbre- 
viations. A system  which  has  incorporated  with  itself  so  many  different  sizes  of  weights, 
and  such  a nomenclature  as  scruples,  pennyweights,  “avoirdupois,”  and  with  no  invariable 
component,  can  hardly  prevail  against  a nomenclature  whose  leading  characteristic  is  a 
short  component  word,  with  a prefix  signifying  number! 

A Committee  of  Congress,  to  whom  this  matter  was  referred,  reported  unanimously  in 
favor  of  the  metric  system,  and  recommended  the  passage  of  a law  to  legalize  it,  without  at 
once  substituting  it  for  our  present  system. 

After  answering  every  argument  for  a change  of  nomenclature,  the  committee  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  any  attempt  to  conform  it  to  ours  in  present  use  would  lead  to  confu- 
sion, and  would  seriously  interfere  with  the  universality  of  a system  so  essential  to  interna- 
tional and  commercial  intercourse. 

The  committee  unanimously  recommended  the  enactment  of  the  bill  and  accompanying 
resolutions  reported  by  them.  They  were  not  prepared  to  go  at  this  time  beyond  this  stage 
of  progress  in  the  proposed  reform.  The  metric  system  is  already  used  in  some  arts  and 
trades  in  this  country,  and  is  especially  adapted  to  the  wants  of  others.  Its  minute  and  exact 
divisions  specially  adapt  it  to  the  use  of  chemists,  apothecaries,  the  finer  specimens  of  the 
artisan,  and  to  all  scientific  objects.  Yet  in  some  of  the  states,  owing  to  the  phraseology  of 
their  laws,  it  would  be  a direct  violation  of  them  to  u^  it  in  the  .business  transactions  of  the 
community.  It  is  therefore  very  important  to  legalize  its  use,  and  give  to  the  people,  or  that 
portion  of  them  desiring  it,  the  opportunity  of  its  legal  employment,  while  the  knowledge  of 
its  characteristics  will  be  thus  diffused  among  men.  When  its  convenience  is  manifest,  a 
further  act  of  Congress  can  fix  the  date  for  its  exclusive  adoption  as  a legal  system.  At  an 
earlier  period  it  may  introduce  it  into  all  public  offices  and  lor  government  services. 


Form  of  a Bequest. — I bequeath  to  my  executors  the  sum  of dollars,  in 

trust,  to  pay  over  the  same  in after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same 

is  payable,  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the- Society,  formed  in in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  said  Society,  and 

under  its  direction. 


Table  of  Simple  Interest  at  Six  per  cent. — 


Principal. 
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60 
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1 

0 

0 
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0 

“ 9 

0 

4 

5 
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35 
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4 
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0 

1 

5 
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18 
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5 

0 

0 
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40 

0 

4 

80 
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2 
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1 

20 

0 

“ 90 
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4^ 
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5 

40 
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5 

0 
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0 
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0 
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0 

1 
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0 
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0 

50 

0 

6 

00 

0 

The  interest  of  any  sum  in  dollars  for  6 days,  is  the  same  sum  in  mills  ■:  namely,  of  $100, 
100  mills,  or  10  cents;  of  $6,600,  6,600  mills,  or  $6  60,  etc.  Money  at  comxiound  interest  will 
double  itself  in  11  years,  10  months,  and  22  days. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  SOCIETIES,  ETC. 

BOSTON. — Am.  Boakd  for  For.  Missions,  1st  Tues,  in  Oct.;  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  Selah  B.  Treat,  Rev.  Nathaniel  O.  Clark,  Sec’s  ; Langdon  S.  Ward,  Treas.,  Miss, 
house,  33  Pemberton-square  ; Rev.  Geo.  W.  Wood,  Sec.  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am. 
Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues.  in  May  ; Rev.  Jos.  G.  Warren,  D. i)..  Sec.;  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock, 
D.  D.,  Assist.  Sec.;  F.  A.  Smith,  Treas.,  12  Bedford-st.  Am.  Ed.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  I.  N. 
Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Cornhill.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  (national)  N.  E.  Branch  ; 
G.  Punchard,  Sec.,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Treas.,  40  Cornhill.  Amer.  Tract  Soc.  at  Boston,  last 
Wed.  iji  May  ; Rev.  W.  C.  Childs,  D.  D.,  Rev.  I.  P.  Warren,  Sec’s  ; Henry  Hill,  Treas.,  28 
Cornhill.  Mass.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  Cong’l  Lib.  Mass.  S.-S. 
Soc.,  Rev.  A.  Bullard,  Sec.,  H.  M.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  H.  D. 
Noyes,  Agt.,  117  Washington-st. 

NEW  YORK. — Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Jos.  Holdich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  J. 
R.  Taylor,  D.  D.,  Sec’s  ; Caleb  T.  Rowe,  General  Agent;  Henry  Fisher,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible- 
house,  Astor-place.  Am.  and  For.  Bib.  Soc.,  U.  D.  Ward,  Cor.  Sec.,  George  Gault,  Treas., 
116  Nassau-st.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm.  H.  Wyckoff,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  Rev.  C.  A.  Buckbee, 
Asst.  Treas.,  350  Broome-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Wm. 

A.  Hallock,  D.  D.,  Rev.  O.  Eastman,  Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D.,  Cor,  Sec’s  ; O.  R.  Kings- 
bury, Assist.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs. 
in  May  ; Rev.  Milton  Badger,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,  D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  H;  Clapp,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; 

C.  R.  Robert,  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-place.  Am.  Bap.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  S.  Backus, 

D.  D.,  Sec.;  J.  M.  Whitehead,  Assist.  Treas.,  39  Park  Row.  Board  or  For.  Miss,  of  Pres. 
Church,  Hon.  Walter  Lowie,  Rev.  John  C.  Lowrie,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  Irving,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; 
Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas.,  23  Centre-st.  Amer.  and  for.  Chris.  ^Union,  Tues.  preced.  2d 
Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Joseph  Scudder,  Rev.  A.  E.  Campbell,  D.  D.’,  Albert  Woodruff,  Sec’s  ; 
T.  S.  Young,  Treas.,  156  Chambers-st.  Am.  Seamen’s  Friend  Soc.,  Monday  preced.  2d 
Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  H.  Loomis,  Sec. ; S.  Brown,  Assist.  Treas.,  80  Wall-st.  National  Temp. 
Society,  Rev.  L.  D.  Barrows,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  172  William-st.  Protestant  Epis.  Church 
Mission — Domestic  Committee,  Rev.  J.  D.  Carder,  D.  D.,  Sec.  and  General  Agent,  17  Bible- 
house  ; For.  Com.,  Rev.  S.  D.  Denison,  Sec.,  19  Bible-house.  Evan.  Knowledge  Soc., 
Rev.  H.  Dyer,  D.  D.,  3 Bible-house.  Meth.— Book  Concern,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D.,  and  J.  Porter, 
D.  D.,  Agents,  200  Mulberry-st. ; Mission.  Soc.,  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  T.  Carlton, 
D.  D.,  Treas.,  200  Mulberry-st.;  S.  S.  Union,  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  Tract  Soc.  Meth. 
Epis.  Ch.,  J.  Porter,  D.  D.,  Treas.;  Rev.  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  200  Mulberry-st.  Ref. 
Dutch— Dom.  Mission,  Rev.  G.  Talmage,  Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st. ; Board  of  Pub.,  Wm. 
Ferris,  Agent  and  Sec.,  Peter  Duryee,  Treas.,  215  Greenwich-st. ; Foreign  Mission,  Rev.  J. 
M.  Ferris,  Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st.,  G.  G.  Smith,  Treas.  Board  of  Education,  Rev.  John  L. 
See,  Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st.  Soc.  for  Col.  andTheol.  Educa.  at  West,  Rev.  T.  Baldwin, 
Sec.,  42  Bible-house.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  Rev.  M.  E.  Strieby,  Sec’s  ; 
L.  Tappan,  Treas.,  61  John-st.  N.  Y.  State  Colon.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D.,  Cor. 

Sec.,  22  Bible-house.  N.  Y.  S.-S.  Union, Agent,  599  Broadway;  and  Am.  S.-S. 

Union,  Rev.  S.  B.  S.  Bissell,  Sec.,  G.  S.  Scofield,  Agent,  599  Broadway.  New  York  Sab. 
Com.,  Rev.  Philip  Schaff,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  5 Bible-house. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  1210  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Agent  and  Supt.  Colp.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  F.  A.  Packard,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.,  1122  Chestnut-st. 
Gen.  Assem.  Boauds — Domestic  Missions,  9^i0  Arch-st.,  T.  L.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  S. 

D.  Powel,  Esq.,  Treas.  Education,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Rev.  Thomas  McCauley,  Sec.;  William 
Main,  Treas.  Publication,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.  and  Editor  ; 
Winthrop  Sargent,  Super,  of  Colp.,  and  Treas.  Am.  Bap.  Publica.  Soc.,  530  Arch-st. ; Rev. 

B.  GrifiBiths,  Cor.  Sec.  Penn.  Bible  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st.,  Jos.  H.  Dulles,  Cor.  Sec.  Phila. 
Educa.  Soc.,  Charles  Brown,  Cor.  Sec.;  William  Purves,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Phila. 
Home  Mission  Society,  Rev.  Robert  Adair,  Sec.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Lutheran  Board 
OF  Pub.,  42  North  Ninth-st.,  Rev.  Samuel  Laird,  Cor.  Sec.  Pres.  Pub.  Com.,  1334  Chest- 
nut-st., Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  Cor.  Sec. ; Wm.  L.  Hildeburn,  Treas.  Dom.  Miss.  Ger.  Ref. 
Church,  493  N.  4th-st. ; Rev.  S.  H.  Giesy,  Cor.  Sec.  For.  Miss.  Ref.  Pres.  Church,  636 
North  17th-st. ; Rev.  S.  O.  Wylie,  Chairman. 

WASHINGTON.— American  Colonization  Society,  3d  Tues.  in  Jan.;  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
Cor.  Sec. ; Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  Fin.  Sec. 

MINISTERS’  MEETINGS.— Gen.  Conference  in  Maine,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
New  Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  Aug.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  3d  Tues*.  in  June.  Gen. 
Associa.,  Mass.,  4th  Tues.  in  June.  Evan.  Conso.,  R.  I.,  2d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
Conn.,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven.  Prot.  Epis. 
Ch.,  1st  Wed.  in  Oct.  Gen.  Assembly  Pres.  Church,  3d  Thurs.  in  May.  Gen.  Confer.  M. 

E.  Church,  May  every  4th  year  from  1860.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Dutch  Church,  on  the  1st 
Wed.  in  June.  Gen.  Synod  Evang.  Lutheran  Church,  biennially  in  May  of  even  years. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS.— New  England,  Newport,  R.  I.  Second  day  after  2d 
Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  Y^ork,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third 
Second  day  in  Fourth  mo.  Baltimore,  last  Second  day  but  one  in  Tenth  mo.  North 
Carolina,  New  Garden,  Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Eleventh  mo. 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana,  Whitewater,  on  Filth 
day  preced.  first  First  day  in  Tenth  month. 
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LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  JOHN  MILTON.  Steel  portrait. 

LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  MARTIN  LUTHER.  Steel  portrait. 

THE  AWAKENING  IN  ITALY,  AND  THE  CRISIS  OF  ROME. 

RECORDS  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  S.  V.  S.  WILDER,  including  sixteen  years 
in  Paris ; of  almost  romantic  interest  to  the  merchant,  the  civihan,  and  the  Chris- 
tian. Steel  portrait.  $1 ; morocco  extra,  $3  50. 

THE  YOUNG  LADY  OF  PLEASUEE.  By  an  accompHshed  teacher  of  youth. 
Frontispiece  in  tint.  Chaste  and  beautiful  in  style,  containing  invaluable  sug- 
gestions on  home  duties  and  relations,  and  the  chief  matters  of  interest  in  a 
young  lady’s  life.  $1. 

VITAL  GODLINESS.  By  Eev.  William  S.  Plumer,  D.  D.  A valuable  treatise 
on  the  great  themes  of  experimental  and  practical  religion.  $1. 

JOHN  VINE  HALL,  ol*  Hope  for  the  Hopeless.  One  of  the  best  temperance 
works  of  the  age.  Steel  portrait.  60  cts. 

BEAUTIFULLY  ILLUSTRATED  BOOKS  FOR  THE  YOUNG. 

SQUARE  16MO. 

SISTEES,  AND  NOT  SISTEES.  An  impressive  exhibition  of  the  results  of 
performing  and  of  neglecting  sisterly  duties.  75  cts. 

LYNTONVILLE,  OE  THE  lEISH  BOY  IN  CANADA.  A fresh  picture  of  life 
in  the  new  settlements  in  Canada.  60  cts. 

AMONG  THE  WILLOWS.  The  happy  influence  of  self-denying  effort  among 
the  neglected.  50  cts. 

THE  CLIMBEES.  An  inspiriting  book  for  boys. 

PHIL  KENNEDY.  Illustrating  the  care  of  Providence. 

HOUES  WITH  MAMIVIA.  Forty  fine  engravings.  Home  talks  about  Bible 
heroes  and  scenes. 

GE ACE’S  VISIT.  A delightful  record  of  Christian  fidelity  triumphant. 

SYBIL  GEEY.  Her  visit  to  the  city.  An  excellent  book  for  young  ladies. 

OUE  SYIMPATHIZING  HIGH-PEIEST.  By  A.  L.  0.  E.  30  cts. 

VOLUMES  18MO. 

THE  GLEN  CABIN.  Exciting  scenes  among  the  White  Hills.  50  cts. 

LILIAN.  A tale  of  three  hundred  years  ago.  50  cts. 

THE  HUGUENOTS  OF  FEANCE,  or  the  Times  of  Henry  IV.  50  cts. 

EVELYN  PEECrVAL.  Highly  interesting  sketches,  drawn  from  life.  50  cts. 

ILVEETON  EECTOEY,  or  the  Non-conformists  of  the  17th  Century.  50  cts. 

GEEEN  PASTUEES,  for  the  Lambs  of  Christ’s  Flock.  50  cts. 

CLAYTON  ALLYN.  The  trials  and  triumphs  of  an  orphan  lad.  50  cts. 

SAVE  THE  FEEING,  or  the  Gospel  Purpose.  A pleasing  narrative.  40  cts. 

EFFIE  MOEISON,  or  the  Family  of  Eedbraes.  A narrative  of  truth.  40  cts, 

WHILE  THEY  AEE  WITH  US.  A series  of  interesting  narratives.  40  cts. 

BASIL,  or  Honesty  and  Industry.  A capital  story  for  boys.  35  cts. 

THE  HAPPY  FIEESIDE.  Pleasing  glimpses  of  home  life.  30  cts. 

A FATHEE’S  LETTERS  TO  HIS  DAUGHTEE.  By  Gilbert  West,  Esq.  Of 
great  interest  and  value.  30  cts. 

WEE  DAVIE.  By  Eev.  Dr.  Norman  McLeod.  30  cts. 

BERTHA  ALLSTON,  or  the  Good  Step-mother.  30  cts. 
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VERY  LARGELY  ILLUSTRATED  VOLUMES. 

^ FLOWERS  OF  SPRING-TIME.  Quarto.  Combining  great  beauty  and  inter- 
est,  and  of  permanent  value.  $2  50. 

HOME  SCENES,  with  splendid  photographic  pictures.  $3;  morocco  $o. 

VIEWS  FROM  NATURE.  A new  edition,  with  forty  engravings  in  tint.  90  cts. 
LULLABIES,  DITTIES,  AND  POETIC  TALES  FOR  THE  LITTLE  ONES. 

SONGS  FOR  THE  LITTLE  ONES  AT  HOME.  A new  edition.  60  cts 
HOME  PICTURES.  With  seventy  fine  cuts.  30  cts. 

FIRESIDE  PICTURES,  and  MY  PICTURE-BOOK,  with  a cut  on  each  page. 
Each  25  cts. 

LIBRARIES  FOR  THE  FAMILY  AND  SABBATH'SCHOOL. 

LIFE  rLLFSTEATED  LIBBAEY.  Eighty  volumes,  with  275  fine  engravings. 
$25. 

THE  YOUTH’S  LIBRARY.  Seventy  volumes,  with  255  Frontispieces  and 

other  Engravings.  $18.  i 

YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  LIBRARY.  Thhty  choice  and  finely  illustrated  volumes. 

In  a case.  $9.  r r.  i t ’(to 

YOUTH’S  CABINET.  Seventy-six  volumes,  largely  illustrated.  In  a case.  J. 
YOUTH’S  GEMS.  Sixty-four  stories  in  32  volumes,  with  beautiful  engravings. 

With  5ase.  $4.  . 

CHILDREN’S  LIBRARY.  One  hundred  stories  m fitty  volumes,  many  hne 

cuts.  With  case.  $4.  , , , i -n 

LITTLE  CHILDREN’S  LIBRARY.  Twenty-four  boohs  very  largely  illustra- 
ted. In  a case,  $2.  , 

GALLAUDET’S  YOUTH’S  SCRIPTURE  BIOGRAPHY.  Eleven  volumes,  with 

fine  engravings.  In  a case,  $4. 

YOUTH’S  BIBLE  STUDIES.  In  six  volumes,  175  engravings.  With  case, 
$2  50 

HANNAH  MOEE’S  STOEIES  FOE  THE  YOUNG.  Eight  volumes.  52  cuts. 

In  a case,  $2  50.  , j.  ka 

STORY  TRUTHS.  Four  volumes,  in  a case,  with  beautiful  cuts.  $i  ou. 

HYMNS  AND  MUSIC. 

SONGS  OF  ZION,  new  enlarged  edition.  A very  choice  selection  of  179  chaste 
and  popular  tunes,  with  over  400  of  the  best  hymns  for  social  and  family  worship. 

HAPPY  VOICES.  Hymns  and  Tunes.  The  children’s  favorite  at  home  and  in 
the  Sabbath-school.  By  the  hundred,  $30  in  stiff  paper ; or  $35  in  boards. 

HYMNS  FOR  SOCIAL  WORSHIP.  Comprising  549  evangelical  and  devotional 
hymns  for  the  social  circle,  the  family,  and  the  closet.  Cloth,  45  cts.;  sheep,  60  cts. 

GEMS  FOR  THE  PRAYER-MEETING.  A beautiful  pocket  collection  ot  Hymns 
and  Music,  Boards,  8 cts.;  flexible  cloth,  15  cts. 

THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGER, 

A monthly  newspaper  at  25  cents  a year,  five  copies  to  one  address  $1,  twenty 
copies  $3  50,  forty  copies  $6.  Contains  announcement  of  new  pubhcations. 

THE  BOTSCHAFTER, 

Or,  Messenger  in  German ; terms  the  same  as  the  American  Messenger, 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER, 

Beautifully  illustrated,  at  eight  copies  for  $1,  forty  copies  $5,  one  hundred  copies 

*^^  THE  ILLUSTRATED  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 
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ECIilPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1868. 

There  will  be  only  two  Eclipses  this  year,  both  of  the  Sun,  and  neither  of  them  visible  in 
the  United  States. 

I.  An  Annular  Eclipse  of  the  Sun,  February  23.  Visible  in  South  America,  Africa,  and 
Southern  Europe. 

II.  A Total  Echpse  of  the  Sun,  August  18.  Visible  in  Eastern  Africa,  Southern  Asia,  and 
in  Austraha. 


A Transit  of  Mercury  over  the  Sun’s  disc,  will  occur  November  5.  Invisible  in  the 
United  States. 


MORNING  STARS. 

Venus  ( ? ) after  July  16. 

Mars  ( ^ ) from  January  2 to  November  13. 
Jupiter  ( 2f  ) from  March  10  to  July  4. 
Saturn  ( ^ ) until  Feb.  24,  and  after  Nov.  29. 


EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  until  July  16. 

Mars  until  January  2,  and  after  November  13. 
Jupiter  until  March  10,  and  after  July  4. 
Saturn  from  February  24  to  November  29. 
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THE  FOUR 

SEASONS. 

D. 
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M. 
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M. 
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CYCLES  OP  TIME  ANU  CHURCH  DAYS. 


Dominical  Letters 

--  E D 

Epact 

---  6 

Golden  Number  - 

---  7 

Solar  Cycle 

---  1 

Roman  Indiction 

---  11 

Jewish  Lunar  Cycle  - - - 

---  4 

J Dionysian  Period 

---  197 

Juhan  Period 

--6581 

Septuagesima  Sund.  - -Feb.  9 
Sexagesima  “ “16 

Quinquagesima  “ “23 

Ash  Wednesday “ 26 

Quadragesima  Sund.,  Mar.  1 

Mid-Lent  Sunday “ 22 

Palm  Sunday April  5 

Good  Friday “ 10 


Low  Sunday  - - - 
Rogation  Sunda 
Ascension  Day  • 

Pentecost  Sunday 

Trinity  Sunday June 

Middle  of  the  Year- 
Advent  Sunday 


April 

12 

- “ 

19 

-May 

17 

--  “ 

21 

--  “ 

31 

-June 

7 

-July 

1 

--Nov. 

29 

THE  PLANETS. 

Meecury  ( ? ) will  be  at  the  most  favorable  stations  for  visibility*  February  17,  June  13,  and 
October  9,  being  then  Evening  Star,  and  appearing  in  the  west  just  after  sunset ; also  April 
* 7,  August  5,  and  November  24,  being  then  Morning  Star,  and  appearing  in  the  east  just  before 

sunrise. 

Venus  ( ? ) will  be  in  the  constellation  Capricornus  until  January  20,  then  in  Aquarius  until 
February  15,  being  directly  south  of  the  Urn  January  23.  It  passes  the  equinoctial  February 
15,  rising  exactly  on  the  east  point  of  the  horizon,  and  setting  squarely  in  the  west.  It  will 
be  in  Pisces  from  this  time  to  March  12,  then  in  Aries  until  April  6.  On  the  4th  of  April  it 
. will  be  2°  south  of  the  brightest  star  in  the  Pleiades.  April  14  it  will  be  8°  north  of  Alde- 
baran,  and  on  the  25th  it  will  be  22'  south  of  Tauri.  It  passes  the  solstitial  colure  May 
4,  and  will  be  farthest  north  May  6.  May  7 it  reaches  its  greatest  eastern  elongation  from 
^ the  Sun,  45°  31'.  On  the  26th  it  will  be  7°  south  of  Castor,  and  on  the  30th  it  will  be  4°  south 
^ of  Pollux.  June  9 it  will  be  brightest ; after  which  it  approaches  the  Sun,  and  daily  loses  its 
splendor.  June  23  it  becomes  stationary,  having  been  moving  direct,  or  eastward,  since  its 
last  superior  conjunction,  but  now  it  begins  to  retrograde,  and  is  situated  a little  southwest 
of  the  nebulae  in  Cancer.  It  passes  Pollux  again  July  18,  120  28'  to  south  of  it ; but  this  will 
not  be  visible,  as  Venus  will  be  in  inferior  conjunction  with  the  Sun  on  the  16th,  and  itself 
, invisible.  It  now  moves  off  from  the  Sun  westward  apparently,  and  increases  in  beauty  as 
a morning  star.  On  the  7th  of  August  it  becomes  stationary  again,  and  begins  to  pass  the 
stars  eastward,  and  reaches  its  greatest  splendor  again  on  the  21st.  On  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber it  reaches  its  greatest  western  elongation,  46°  9'.  October  6 it  will  be  1°  south  of  Regu- 
. lus.  November  7 it  crosses  the  Equator  southward  ; November  21,  4°  north  of  Spica  ; 
^ December  10,  enters  Libra’s  Square  ; and  on  the  15th  is  near  the  middle  of  it ; December 
. ^ 29,  6°  12'  north  of  Antares. 

Mars  ( $ ) will  come  to  the  meridian  during  the  daylight  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
year.  It  has  no  opposition  this  year,  and  will  not  be  an  object  of  much  interest  until  near 
the  close  of  the  year.  November  27  it  will  be  20  north  of  Regulus  in  the  handle  of  the  Sickle, 
vlt"  will  be  near  the  Sickle  during  November  and  December. 

Jupiter  (2f)  has  been  travelling  northward  since  May  8, 1865,  and  on  the  first  day  of  May 
it  crosses  the  Equator,  and  rises  exactly  in  the  east  at  3h.  32m.  morn.  It  will  be  southeast 
of  the  Urn  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  but  directly  east  of  it  May  1.  October  1 it  will  be 
brightest  and  in  opposition  to  the  Sun,  rising  at  sunset  and  setting  at  sunrise.  On  the  8th 
N-S  of  April  it  will  be  very  close  to  Mars. 

Saturn  ( ^ ) will  be  in  opposition  May  23,  and  brightest,  rising  as  the  Sun  sets,  and  setting 
as  the  Sun  rises.  It  will  be  in  the  region  IQO  or  12°  north  of  Amtares  all  of  the  year. 

Occult ATioNS.  The  Moon  will  occult  or  eclipse  the  bright  star  a Tauri,  or  Aldebaran, 
January  7,  at  Ih.  17m.  morn.,  at  Washington,  the  star  reappearing  at  2h.  20m.  The  same 
star  will  also  be  occulted  again  November  29,  at  5h.  54m.  eve.,  at  Washington,  and  reappear 
at  6h.  51m.  eve.  These  occultations  are  interesting  to  witness.  . 
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POSITIONS  AND  TRACK  OP  VENUS  PROM  MAY  10  TO  SEPT.  10, 

Being  brightest  June  9,  invisible  about  July  16,  and  brightest  again  August  21. 
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POSITIONS  AND  TRACK  OF  SATURN  FOR  1868, 

M 

The  Sun  and  the  Earth. — The  foundations  of  the  Earth  have  been  laid  with  consum- 
mate wisdom,  at  such  a distance  from  the  source  of  light  and  heat  as  is  exactly  suited  to  the 
organized  forms  upon  its  surface.  If  much  nearer  or  more  remote,  animals  and  plants 
would  perish,  without  some  change  of  constitution,  owing  to  increased  heat  or  cold;  and 
the  blaze  of  light  would  be  insufferable,  or  its  amount  too  small  to  serve  the  purposes  of 
vision. 

It  is  obvious  that  a body  must  be  of  stupendous  size  to  form  such  a conspicuous  circle  in 
the  heavens  as  the  Sun,  while  at  the  distance  of  nearly  a hundred  millions  of  miles  from  us. 
The  Sun’s  diameter  is  not  less  than  882,000  miles,  or  rather  more  than  one  hundred  and 
eleven  times  the  diameter  of  the  Earth.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  aright  of  this  enormous 
magnitude;  but  it  may  be  illustrated  by  the  statement  that  the  solar  globe  would  fill  up  the 
entire  orbit  of  the  Moon,  and  stretch  beyond  it  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  miles  in 
every  direction.  Were  the  Sun  a hollow  sphere  perforated  by  a thousand  openings  to  admit 
the  twinkling  of  a luminous  atmosphere  without,  then  a globe  as  large  as  our  own  might 
be  placed  at  the  centre,  with  a satellite  as  large  as  the  Moon,  and  at  the  same  distance  from 
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it  as  she  is  from  the  Earth,  and  there  would  be  present  to  the  eye  of  the  spectator  on  the 
interior  globe,  a universe  as  extensive  as  the  whole  creation  was  conceived  to  be  in  the 
infancy  of  astronomy,  and  as  splendid  as  the  heavens  appear  at  present  to  the  uninstructed 
gazer.  Supposing  the  Earth  to  be  represented  by  a baU  of  one  inch  in  diameter,  another  ol 
nine  feet  four  inches  would  represent  the  size  of  the  Sun.  The  loftiest  of  the  Earth’s  moun- 
tains, one  of  the  Himalayas,  rises  to  the  height  of  29,000  feet;  and  for  a mountain  to  rise 
upon  the  solar  surface,  bearing  the  same  proportion  to  the  solar  diameter  as  the  Himalayan 
peak  to  the  terrestrial,  it  would  require  to  have  an  altitude  of  nearly  six  hundred  miles. 

The  great  orb  has  a circumference  of  2,646,000  miles,  in  comparison  with  which,  that  of 
our  own  globe,  twenty-five  thousand  miles,  is  quite  insignificant.  If  it  were  possible  for  a 
railway  carriage  to  go  round  the  Earth  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles  an  hour,  the  journey  would 
be  accomplished  in  five  weeks,  travelling  night  and  day;  but  a similar  journey  would  require 
upwards  of  ten  years  on  the  surface  of  the  Sun.  The  solar  volume,  or  bulk,  is  1,400,000 
times  greater  than  that  of  the  Earth;  and  exceeds  five  hundred  times  the  aggregate  bulk  of 
all  the  bodies  of  the  planetary  system.  In  other  words,  one  million  four  hundred  thousand 
earths  must  be  rolled  together,  and  the  united  volumes  of  all  the  planets  and  satellites  be 
multiplied  five  hundred  times,  in  order  to  form  a body  of  equal  size  to  the  one  Sun.  The 
quantities  here  given  afford  an  overpowering  view  of  magnitude. 

Transits  of  Mercury. — Through  the  whole  of  the  last  century  the  errors  in  computing 
the  transits  of  Mercury  frequently  amounted  to  several  hours.  In  1786,  Lalande,  at  Paris, 
was  greatly  disappointed  because  Mercury  appeared  on  the  sun’s  disk  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  later  than  the  time  he  had  fixed  for  it,  and  three-quarters  of  an  hour  earlier  than  that 
assigned  by  the  tables  of  Halley.  But  Lalande  lived  to  attain  greater  precision ; and  wit- 
nessed with  delight  a transit  on  the  8th  of  November,  1802,  which  more  exactly  answered  to 
his  calculations.  “The  passage  of  Mercury  over  the  sun’s  disk,’’  he  states,  “was  observed 
this  morning  for  the  nineteenth  time.  The  weather  was  exceedingly  favorable,  and  astron- 
omers enjoyed  in  the  completest  manner  the  sight  of  this  curious  phenomenon.  I was  the 
more  anxious  to  have  a view  of  it,  as  I shall  never  see  it  more.’’ 

After  discrepancy  between  theory  and  observation  as  to  the  times  of  contact  had  been 
reduced  to  about  a minute  and  a half,  Le  Verrier,  the  great  geometer  of  France,  took  the 
planet  in  hand,  in  the  year  1844.  He  profoundly  examined  the  recorded  movements  of 
Mercury,  calculated  all  the  terms  of  perturbation,  and  deduced  a new  set  of  tables,  from 
which  his  places  are  predicted  with  wonderful  precision.  A transit  in  the  following  year. 
May  8,  1845,  was  eagerly  anticipated  as  a test  of  the  accuracy  of  the  young  astronomer. 
But  all  observation  in  Paris  was  rendered  impossible  by  the  clouds  which  covered  the  sky 
through  the  entire  day.  While  the  computer  was  thus  sadly  disappointed.  Professor 
Mitchell  of  the  recently  founded  observatory  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  more  fortunate  in 
having  to  deal  with  a pure  and  transparent  atmosphere.  “ For  three  years,’’  he  remarks,  “ I 
had  been  toiling  to  complete  a most  difficult  and  laborious  enterprise,  the  erection  of  an 
astronomical  observatory  of  the  first  class,  in  a country  where  none  had  ever  existed.  Amid 
difficulties  and  perplexities  which  none  can  ever  know,  the  work  had  moved  on;  and  at 
length  I had  the  high  satisfaction  of  seeing  mounted  one  of  the  largest  and  most  perfect 
instruments  in  the  world.  I had  arranged  and  adjusted  its  complex  machinery,  had  com- 
puted the  exact  point  on  the  sun’s  disk  where  the  planet  ought  to  make  its  first  contact,  had 
determined  the  instant  of  contact  by  the  old  tables,  and  by  the  new  ones  of  Le  Verrier,  and 
with  feelings  which  must  be  experienced  to  be  realized,  five  minutes  before  the  computed 
time  of  contact,  I took  my  post  at  the  telescope  to  watch  the  coming  of  the  expected  planet. 
After  waiting  what  seemed  almost  an  age,  I asked  my  friend  how  much  time  was  yet  to 
pass,  and  found  but  one  single  minute  out  of  five  had  rolled  heavily  away.  The  watch 
was  again  resumed.  Long  and  patiently  did  I hold  my  place,  but  again  was  forced  to  call 
out,  ‘ How  speeds  the  time  ?’  and  was  answered  that  there  were  yet  wanting  two  minutes  of 
the  computed  time  of  contact.  With  steadfast  eye  and  a throbbing  heart,  the  vigil  was 
resumed;  and  after  waiting  what  seemed  an  age,  I caught  the  dark  break  which  the  black 
body  of  the  planet  made  upon  the  bright  disk  of  the  sun.  ‘ Now  !*  I exclaimed,  and  within 
sixteen  seconds  of  the  computed  time  did  the  planet  touch  the  solar  disk,  at  the  precise  point 
at  which  theory  had  indicated  the  first  contact  would  occur.’’  Le  Verrier  was  thus  right  to 
about  sixteen  ticks  of  the  clock.  The  transits  of  Mercury  during  the  remainder  of  the  pres- 
ent century  will  be  as  follows : 


1868 -^---Nov.  5 

1870  May  6 

1881  ^"ov.  7 


1891 

1894 


May  9 
Nov.  10 
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Size  and  Weight  of  the  Planets. — If  a pea  be  taken  to  represent  the  bulk  of  the 
Earth,  a moderate-sized  orange  will  proper  tionably  show  thedimensions  of  Jupiter,  a small 
orange  will  serve  to  display  those  of  Saturn,  a full-sized  cherry  those  of  Uranus,  and  a plum 
those  of  Neptune.  But  while  of  far  superior  magnitude,  the  greater  planets  are  composed 
of  much  lighter  material  than  the  lesser.  The  density  of  the  Earth,  Venus,  and  Mars  is 
nearly  the  same,  amounting  to  about  five  and  a half  times  that  of  water.  Balls  of  iron-stone 
of  equal  size,  placed  in  colossal  scales  against  them,  would  keep  the  balance  even,  while  a 
corresponding  ball  of  gold  would  do  the  same  for  Mercury.  But  to  effect  a similar  equipoise, 
in  the  instance  of  Jupiter,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  have  a globe  of  hard  wood,  as  ebony 
or  lignum- vitae,  of  the  same  dimensions,  one  of  a lighter  kind  of  wood  for  Uranus  and  Nep- 
tune, and  one  still  lighter,  as  deal,  or  cork  nearly,  for  Saturn.  Thrown  into  an  ocean  capa- 
cious enough  to  receive  them,  the  lesser  planets  would  sink  as  lead  in  the  waters,  while  the 
greater  would  descend  slowly,  or  float  heavily,  or  be  distinctly  buoyant.  Jupiter,  Saturn, 
Uranus,  and  Neptune,  though  respectively  1330,  857,  88,  and  107  times  larger  than  the  Earth, 
are  only  338,  101,  14,  and  19  times  heavier. 

SrRius,  OR  THE  Dog-Star. — Astronomers  are  observing  this  brilliant  star  from  year  to 
year  with  close  interest,  to  discover  whether  Mr.  Clarke’s  “companion-star”  is  actually  a 
neighbor  of  Sirius,  a star  or  perhaps  a planet  revolving  around  Sirius — or  a star  very  remote 
beyond  Sirius,  though  to  us  appearing  so  near  it.  Mr.  Goldschmidt  claims  to  have  detected 
five  other  minute  stars,  bearing  the  same  relation  to  Sirius.  The  question  of  the  possibility 
of  detecting  planets  revolving  around  some  of  the  stars  is  one  of  intense  interest;  but  noth- 
ing can  yet  be  decided  respecting  it  in  the  case  of  Sirius. 

NEBUL.2E  EXAMINED  BY  THE  SPECTROSCOPE. — The  great  nebula  in  Orion,  thus  examined — 
the  brighter  portions  of  which  are  thought  to  have  been  resolved  under  a powerful  telescope 
into  seeming  stars — shows  in  these  and  the  other  portions  alike  the  appearances  which  indi- 
cate a gaseous  nature,  not  sohd  matter.  These  tests  thus  far  show  that  the  supposed  stars 
are  not  true  stars ; and  go  to  disprove  the  hypothesis  that  stars  are  formed  by  the  condensa- 
tion of  diffused  nebulous  matter. 

Height  of  the  Atmosphere.— Observations  on  several  bright  auroras  in  1865,  occurring 
at  a very  early  morning  hour,  lead  to  the  belief  that  these  phenomena  in  the  upper  air  were 
modified  by  the  light  of  the  rising  sun  tinging  them  long  before  it  came  near  the  earth's 
surface.  Yet  these  auroras,  as  well  as  the  incandescence  of  aerolites  or  shooting-stars,  occur, 
as  repeated  observations  prove,  at  heights  varying  from  a few  miles  above  us  up  to  100  or 
more ; and  as  they  are  all  believed  to  prove  the  presence  of  an  atmosphere  where  they  occur, 
they  appear  to  prove  that  too  low  a limit  has  been  fixed  for  the  earth’s  atmosphere — which 
is  commonly  regarded  as  terminating  at  the  height  of  about  fifty  miles.  The  mean  altitude 
of  the  shooting-stars  of  November  13,  1863,  observed  at  Washington,  Philadelphia,  etc.,  was 
92  miles.  Prof.  Newton  thinks  that  none  have  been  observed  at  a greater  height  than  125  or 
150  miles. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  1866,  a star  of  the  second  magnitude  suddenly  appeared  in  the  con- 
stellation of  the  Northern  Crown,  but  quickly  began  to  lose  its  brilliance.  Its  light  being 
examined  by  the  spectroscope,  showed  two  distinct  spectra,  one  like  that  of  the  other  stars 
and  of  the  sun,  the  other  consisting  of  four  bright  lines,  indicating  the  combustion  of  gas, 
especially  hydrogen.  The  great  brightness  of  the  lines  showed  that  the  luminous  gas  was 
hotter  than  the  star  itself.  These  indications,  together  with  the  suddenness  of  the  outburst 
of  light,  and  its  rapid  decline  from  the  second  magnitude  to  the  eighth  in  twelve  days,  sug- 
gest the  startling  conception  that  the  star  had  suddenly  become  enwrapped  in  the  flames  of 
burning  hydrogen,  which  also  intensified  the  heat  and  light  of  the  star  itself,  till  the  cause 
of  the  combustion  was  exhausted,  and  the  star  relapsed  to  its  former  insignificance.  AH 
this,  though  so  recently  visible  to  us,  must  have  occurred  many  years  ago. 

The  Meteoric  Shower  of  November,  1866,  which  was  so  brilliant  in  Europe  and  so 
insignificant  or  invisible  in  America,  has  led  two  eminent  astronomers  in  Paris  and  Milan  to 
form  the  same  conclusions — each  from  his  own  observations  and  calculations.  They  agree 
in  ascribing  these  meteors  to  one  or  more  vast  nebulous  masses,  moving  in  very  elliptical 
orbits,  which  bring  them  at  long  regular  intervals  within  the  earth’s  attraction  and  the  oxi- 
dizing and  igniting  influence  of  the  atmosphere.  Le  Verrier  judges  that  their  orbit  extends 
as  far  at  least  as  to  the  orbit  of  Uranus  ; and  both  astronomers  fix  their  period  of  revolu- 
tion at  334:  years.  The  orbit  of  the  November  meteors  :^early  coincides  with  that  of  Tern- 
pel’s  comet,  the  first  of  1866  ; while  the  August  meteors  have  an  orbit  almost  identical  with 
that  of  the  great  comet  of  1862. 
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2d  MONTH. 


FEBRUARY,  1868. 


29  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Merld. 
or  noon  mark. 

D. 

H.  M. 

K.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D 

H.  U.  8. 

First  Quarter  • • • • 
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1 32  ev. 

1 20  ev. 

1 8 ev. 

0 56  ev. 
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12  13  41 

Full  Moon 

8 

4 51  mo. 

4 39  mo. 

4 27  mo. 

4 15  mo. 

9 

12  14  28 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

15 

4 33  mo. 

4 21  mo. 

4 9 mo. 

3 57  mo. 

17 

12  14  16 

New  Moon 

23 

9 36  mo. 

9 24  mo. 

9 12  mo. 

9 0 mo. 

25 

12  13  20 
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7tli  MONTH.  JULY,  1868.  31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

ill 

ou  Mcrid. 
looii  mark. 

D. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  U. 

D. 

II.  M.  8. 

Full  Moon 

4 

3 55  ev. 

3 43  ev. 

3 31  ev. 

3 19  ev. 

1 

12  3 38 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

12 

7 56  ev. 

7 44  ev. 

7 32  ev. 

7 20  ev. 

9 

12  4 58 

New  Moon 

19 

5 12  ev. 

5 0 ev. 

4 48  ev. 

4 36  ev 

17 

12  5 53 

First  Quarter 

26 

9 7 mo. 

8 55  mo. 

8 43  mo. 

8 31  mo. 

25 

12  6 14 

I 

1 H.  W. 
Ch'ton 

^^CNKTO'^OCOL'^OOOiOO^  gO^OICO^O 

li 

H.  M. 

2 38 

3 20 

6 59 

7 41 

8 25 

9 3 
9 39 

10  13 

10  45 

11  18 
11  52 
morn. 

0 30 

1 9 
i 1 55 

2 47 

3 43 

sets. 

7 48 

8 37 

9 23 
10  3 

10  43 

11  20 
11  59 
morn. 

0 38 

1 19 

2 2 
: 2 49 

II 

s! 

s -rt<  rt  Tf  r}^  Tf  Tt  O O o O O o O e::  O O O lO  O lO  O O O O et  vo  et 

i 

li 

H.  M. 

' 2 27 
3 8 

7 13 

7 56 

8 36 

9 13 
9 46 

10  17 

10  47 

11  17 
11  49 
morn. 

0 24 

1 1 

1 44 

2 35 

3 29 
sets. 

7 58 

8 45 

9 28 

10  5 

10  42 

11  17 
11  51 
morn. 

0 28 
1 7 

1 49 

2 35 

li 

If 

1 

i^?52:g?5S‘=^'.2g:5!§g22g{S;?:^2“°^JS  =s§222®^ 

aiOCOt-C-OOOOO^^  >r-iO}COT*<OOl^OOC500^  |o— iC^CO'^rOO 

li 

H.  M. 

2 24 

3 3 
rises. 

7 17 

8 1 

8 40 

9 16 
9 49 

10  19 

10  48 

11  17 
11  48 
morn. 

0 22 

0 58 

1 41 

2 30 
3 25 

sets. 

8 2 

8 48 

9 30 
10  5 

10  41 

11  16 
11  49 
morn. 

0 25 

1 4 

1 45 

2 31 

15 

liii 

1! 

5?  ??  S?  f?  ^ 25  2255  222  2 2 28  S S 8 8 

|SSi 

H.  W. 

=;j32§i5;385u5??5g25«?5SS8g  s552'-'’s5fSS!:5"5S:2 

aiOOCiO-Hr-i  >r-(,-itMC0C0Tt^O«D£-00  05O^  |OrH<MCQCOrflOOl'-OOC5 

li 

H.  M. 
2 21 
3 0 
rises. 

7 21 

8 5 

8 44 

9 19 
9 51 

10  20 

10  49 

11  17 
11  47 
morn. 

0 20 

0 55 

1 37 

2 26 
3 21 

sets. 

8 5 

8 51 

9 31 
10  6 

10  41 

11  12 
11  47 
morn. 

0 22 
1 0 

1 41 

2 27 

li 

li 

=5ggSS§iggg?;gggggggggg2522522222S5 

K pap  s^uns 

23  4 33 
22  59  52 
22  54  57 
22  49  38 
22  43  55 
22  37  48 
22  31  18 
22  24  24 
22  17  7 
22  9 27 
22  1 25 
21  52  59 
21  44  11 
21  35  1 
21  25  28 
21  15  34 
21  5 18 
20  54  41 
20  43  42 
20  32  23 
20  20  43 
20  8 42 
19  56  21 
19  43  40 
19  30  40 
19  17  20 
19  3 41 
18  49  43 
18  35  27 
18  20  52 
18  6 0 

’1-B9X  JO 

8SS|SSSSSSS3SSSSSSS|Sg||g|||=gg 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


8tli  MONTH. 

AUGUST, 

18G8 

• 

31  DAYS. 

MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun  on  Mcriil. 
or  noon  mark.' 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

II.  M. 

H.  u. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

Full  Moon 

3 

7 8 mo. 

6 56  mo. 

6 44  mo. 

6 32  mo. 

1 

12  G 1 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

11 

7 44  mo. 

7 32  mo. 

7 20  mo. 

7 8 mo. 

9 

12  5 10 

New  Moon 

18 

0 27  mo. 

0 15  mo. 

0 3 mo. 

11  51  ev. 

17 

12  3 43 

First  Quarter 

24 

8 3 ev. 

7 51  ev. 

7 39  ev. 

7 27  ev. 

25 

12  1 45 

R flTJt 

giJS 

S ® 
< 55 

H.  W. 
Ch'ton 

-•OClOOl'-Of^r-^C'JCOOOiUO’-iCSr-ii— cOCOOr-T?<  •CO^COl^-rt'CsOOCO 
* OCOt-i-^C^j  rtCN  OO  O'd'tMrng  VOOVDO'^COCN 

aOCOt-OOOOasOO^-i  >OrHCO-^tO'X>t--00  00<7iO^  loOi-tOlCOTj^OCO 

Moon 

SETS. 

.03  . CO  O rj<  00  O Tf  1"  <X>  4 !>•  to  T-I  r-i  O CO  ?D  O I'-  O A O »0  I—  O 

SCOw  'd^T-HTTC^HOC'i  -^CCOCMCNCO^t-iOCOt-iOCOt^  £-!tCOCNr-«^ 

siCO.^t^t^OOQOOlCSO^^  gOrHCQCO'St^l-^OOCSCJO^W  gOrHCMOTt 

□ a 2.S  s 

M « 

«3  5 

5 66  00  CO  »c"rr  CO  ci  o <03  00  CO  o rt  CO  oi  -H  o 00  t-  CO  ‘o  o>  «-i  o 03  6b  1'- 

O v:  uo  O lO  O O O O O TT  Tf  Ti<  Tf  tT  rf  Tt 'd'  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  ’CO  CO  CO  CN  CN  OJ 

Kcococococococococococococo  ‘CO  cococococococococococococococococo 

Sun 

RISKS. 

_•  CO  rr*  ».0  O CO  1--  00  <03  <03  <6  ^ -H  O)  CO  CO  O lo  CO  00  00  <03  o O ^ CM  C>  CO  CO 

a^._,^^^._,._,^._,._,Cv(MCMOlCMC^CMCMCMCMClGMCMGMC0COC0C0C0C0CO 

a o uo  o o o o o o o uo  o o o lo  lo  Lo>  yfi  uo  o o uo  co  o uo  to  »o  to  to  to  to  to 

0 0^3.2 
c£;is^.2.3 

Moon 

SETS. 

JCO  .'rfOOO— ICIOOI^  • Oi  ^ 7'}  Oi  OOQOcO'rf-^t-l^OO  ^-^r-tOItOO 

s Oi  «J  rH  -g'  CM  to  OI  to  CM  to  CO  .sa  CM  T-.  1-H  T-H  . i-iO  CO  ri  O CM  £ CO  OJ  t-.< 

^ ri  jj 

ac0.“c-t-00  00<03<0300— ' 2oTHCMC0ljt-.t-00C3<03O-H-^  2o.-iCMC0tJ* 

^ T— Ir-lr-iC  M r-t  r-i  T-i  C 

Sun 

SETS. 

sr-iO<0300  t^C0t0''C'CMi— I0<0300c0'^c0  0j'-^000l^t0'^c0— ^OObt^tO-^CM 
1-1  ft  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  TJ<  rr 'd*  'cr  Tf  rf  Tt  CO  CO  CO  OO  CO 

ai^i>-r'*i>*t'-t^r'-i>-t>.t^i>'COcococococDcococcicocococDcococc>cococD';c> 

Sun 

RISKS. 

«OfCMCOTT'tOCDCOl.-QCCr30T-iCMCO-rrtOCDl-l'-QO<^Or-HCICO'^tOCOCOt- 
a (f.-H,_it-Hfir-ifiCMCMCM'CMClCMCM01CM 

ato  VO  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  o to  to  *o  to  to  to  to  to  ‘O  to  to 

M ^ 0 . 
2 

o - r 
ccH  5*s- 

< Mq  3 Z 

in 32  -a 

< ^ o.  ^ a 
o o- ^ a 

H.  W. 
N York 

.— (COO)rtCOfMOCOf-COCOCOOQOtOI><Z3fi<03tOOC:3  •O'rfCM(0>O3-3'--‘<Z3 
StOCOfttOCOr-i-^CM  tO-CTTrtOtO'  tOtOCOCM--^tO  gtOrtTfi-^COCOCM 

aCOl>00Q0<Z3OOfi  >Or-iCMC0rfC0C^t^00t33Oi-i-^  gOfiCMCO'^tOCOt^ 

1 Moon 

SETS. 

•ft  .l-f—tO)-— I— lOCOCO  ^(XXasaO'ti^  OtZSCOO^crs-rfCOrJ^  AC73I^OOi-it^ 

aCMwftOCMtOOJtOCltOCOFfi  ft  •CMtOCOf'^CM  'g'FCMi-i  to 

O;  ^ «S  t 

4Co.i«i>i-^oooo<33<r3oOft  2ofiCMco'£i>i>a)c;3<cr30^ft  gOfiCMcoco 

r-,1— 1— <t:  «J  r-l.— (-HC 

5 CO  -IT  CO  (M  ft  O <33  CO  to  CM  T-t  o 00  t--  to  -t-  CO  T-I  o 00  to  OI  — 1 03  •-  CO  -rt* 

■“fififlfifift  tOtOtOtOtOtOtO'rfTf't^j^'^icTi'^COCOCOCO 

Bl>l>l'^lr'-t'-l>t^l^t^l>.l-^l'-l>t^COOOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

Sun 

RISES 

j CO  00  <33  O f^  CM  CO  "cr  to  CO  1-^  00  <33  O ft  CM  CO  -f  ‘O  CO  OO  <33  O f CM  CO  -O  ‘O 

Stotototo  . f(fifif<fifififif»^fiClCMCMCMCMCM 

® ^ 'tt  Tf  to  to  to  to  to  to  V.O  >0  to  to  to  »0  »0  ».0  ‘O  V.O  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  to 

|5  a 2 . 

CC  5 1 

o t>  4-d 

H.  W. 
Boston 

. to  o?  O O t-  to  CO  ft  OJ  CO  <33  <33  to  rf  <33  — t l'>  o CO  CO  O CO  t--  CO  1-  'M'  C3  00  CO 

a tOCOfirtCM  TtCM  to  to  fifiCMfig  torroifi  tOtOtOtOrrCOCM 

aiOOfi  >OfiCMCMCO'C*<TttOt^(X)<330f<  §OOfiCMCO'^Tt^tOCOl>00<330 

fii— (fiaj  fiftc  f 

Moon 

SETS. 

.1^  .0-f‘COCOftO<33-fO  A-iftO'^O  OOCOftl^-^OO  OtOCO-^OOrti 

3f<c«CMtOCMtOC-ItOfitOCO£'--i  CO-^'^CM  'd’gCMfi  to  to 

a;C0.“r't-00Q0<33<33OOf]  |Of<0lC0'£l:-00  00<33<33O^fH  gOi^CMCMCO 

u 5 5 

Sun 

SETS. 

-OOOl—  COtO'rJ^CMf<OOOl^CO'TCOfiOQOt^>0'-*‘C'l— i<3300CO'TfCOfi<3300CO 
"“CMfifififififififi  OOtOtOV-OtO-TTii  r3<'«^-n’rrCOCOCO 

at^t^l>t^t^l-t-l^l^t-lr-t^r'-l>*t^t^cOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCDCOCOCOCO 

Sun 

RISKS. 

■ O)  CO  -r  to  CO  1--  00  <33  O f<  CM  CO  rr  to  CO  t-  00  O f CM  CO  to  CO  00  <33  O f0>  CO 

, ^ »0  to  to  to  to  to  to  to  ft  ft  fi  fi  f<  fi  T-(  f(  fi  fi  CM  CM  CM  0.1 

= 'T'  "Cf  rr<  rjt  to  ‘O  to  to  to  to  to  to  VO  to  to  to  tO  tO  to  tO  to  t0.tO  tO  tO  tO  tO 

’K 

17  50  49 
17  35  22 
17  19  37 
17  3 35 
16  47  16 
16  30  42 
16  13  51 
15  56  44 
15  39  22 
15  21  45 
15  3 54 
14  45  47 
14  27  27 
14  8 52 
13  50  4 
13  31  3 
13  11  49 
12  52  22 
12  32  43 
12  12  52 
] 1 52  50 
11  32  36 
11  12  11 
10  51  36 
10  30  50 
10  9 55 
9 48  50 
9 27  35 
9 6 12 
8 44  40 
8 22  59 

•3188^  JO  jCieQ 

{/JMl^Ht>HpHOQeCr^EHt>HpiHC/2C0^H!>HpiHC^w!^H{>HptHCy2M!^ 

•t^luoiMjoXva 

ftCMC0'xtt0C01>Q0<33Oft0)C0-rt't0C0t^(X)<33O— tO^C0-^t0C0I^00  03Oft 
_I..^,_^^,_^,_I^^^,-^CMC^}C^C^^C^^C^JC^^CMCMCMC0C0 

UR8J^  JO  X-EQ 

rTT-  to  CO  I--  QO  C5  O f>  0>  CO  Tjt  »0  CO  QO  <33  O — < OI  CO  »0  CO  00  <33  O ft  (O)CO 

^ ^ _ r>)  o?  (0>  C)  OI  (0>  0>  O)  <0>  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  --T  -r  -rt*  -T 

cmcmcmcmcmcmcmcjcmcmoioicmcmcmc^cmcmcmcmcmc^cmcmcmcjcjcmcmcmcm 
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9th  flioNTH.  SEPTEMBER,  1868.  30  days. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Suii  on  Mcrld, 
or  110011  murk. 

D. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

D. 

H.  M.  S. 

Full  Moon 

1 

11  13  ev. 

11  1 ev. 

10  49  ev. 

10  37  ev. 

1 

11  59  39 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

9 

5 20  ev. 

5 8 ev. 

4 56  ev. 

4 44  ev. 

9 

11  57  0 

New  Moon 

16 

8 35  mo. 

8 23  mo. 

8 11  mo. 

7 59  mo. 

17 

11  54  12 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

23 

10  38  mo. 

10  26  mo. 

10  14  mo. 

10  2 mo. 

25 

11  51  25 

R flTJc 

glii 

- ^ r 


Z ^ 


? g 

E “ 


t-  (X)  CO  o o o » 


•OOTfCMt^OCiOT-scO-^ 
; CO  uo  01 T-)  Tj-  CO 

HCicouo^ocDt-oocriOO— ' 


= CN  C 

s' 


I (M  CO  Tf  o O «0 


: oj  (M  00  'Tf  ' 


.“Ot^t^OOCiCiOr. 


t CM  CO  ^ 

I CO 


O CO  CM  Ci  00  O 

^oooooococoococoooco^o 


t-  l>  00 


05  Ci  C 

"oooT 


co  co  O J; 
10  o CO  c 


£ T-I  .-I  uo  O rr 
I O r-- CM  (M  CO 

_ '0  oTi^co 

D UO)  O O <0  10  O 'H' 

^ uo  uo  o o o o o o o 


0'TTTr''^'^TT''g*'^'g*'cr'g' 

O O uo  O uo  O i-O  ICO  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  >0  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo 


oe  r^•r  h>  j 

sSiH 

z 2— 

'5 

<-sj  a a,’« 


.coco-twoc5cooorroo  •C5corri'-  1^' 

Cl  wo  CO  ^ ‘*'5  £ o CN  ^ 

2o(Mc0'^'^t-i>00C5a5o 

C £«  T— I _ 

’C5'00  CO  CO  r-H  o 60  O 
wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  Tf  rr 


2 CM  wo  Cl  wo  CO  T 
«COl>l>00(X)050r 


C0O5WO  •cooc>G5-rC5 

tt  Ct  r-i  g wo  rr  CO 

2 O t-h  T-s  CM  CO 


--C500COWOCO(M^OOOI'-WO'>^CIOC51>COtJ<CM 

CO  CM  CM  CM  CM  CM  CM  Cl  <M r-(  r-s  — . r-t  ,-(  ^ v.  . 

cococococococococococococococococococococowowowowowoowo  wo  wo 
00  C5  o — • c)  CO  -r  10  wo  CO  •-  00  C5  o — 0 CO  CO  t'-’oo'o~o  1— I o>  c8  -t*  »o 

CI(MCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOTrriHrfTTi'«*rr-3t^..girrT}<WOWOWOWOWOWO 

wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  »cc  wo  wo  wo  wo 


o r ►— 
aH  0 s.^ 

< MQ  S - 

-I  2 

*•« 
• Si!c 


TT  CJ 
t-  00  C5 


O 1^-  c 

TP  r-l  t: 

C5  o c 


HCICO-cpWOCOt^OOOOO 


:=:  s 


Or-l(MC0rP'^W0C01> 


O H 
O W 

s S 


w wo  C)  w 

O/ 

.J2  CO  i>  t 


? I''  CO  -T  O -t< 

< wo  CO  T-I  LO 

D 00  C5  O 


CO  CO  CM 
CO  CO  CO 


-P  C)  — • wo  CO  CM 

wo  ’-'CN 

O (M  CO  'ey 

(/} 

cb  rp 


00  CO  wo  CO  — O OO  CO  wo  CO  — 05  00 

Cl  Cl  CM  CM  CM  Cf  t-h  T-I  T-(  r-i 

coocococococococococococo 


CO  CO 
CM  CO 


CO  r-l  C5 

UO 

CO  CO  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  O ‘CO  10  wo 


Cl  Cl  (M  CM  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  c 

wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  ‘O  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  we  wo  wo  wo  wo  >C0  wo  wo  wo  »o  wo 


i « s 
' 0 i 

..^  = : 
>•  " «*  5 

a 

^ ^ > 
©iii 

ca 


g 


H wo  CO  r-1  W 

O 1-1  Cl  c 


3 CO  'CP 

h wo  CO 


CO  TP 

wo 

C5 


13  wo  CM  w 

u 

2 CO  I 


P O O wo  c 
3 CO  1-H  wo  w 

D 05  O O ' 


- wo  wo 
I o tH 


3 CO  CO  C 
3 O CO  C 


1 (M  CM  CM 
3 CO  CO  CO 


05  I--  W 

CO  CO  c 


CM  O 

wo  Tp 

O O 1-H 

bo^co 

Cl  . 

t/1 

COrp  '£l--l>00CX)05O 

cr6~oo‘ 

CO  CO  CO 


CMCMCOTpWOCOt^0005050 


wo  CO  1-H  o CZ)  CO  -t  CO’ 1-1  05’  I 
WO)  wo  wo  WOWOiCpi 

wo  CO  CO  CO  wo  »o  wo  >0  wo  wo  w 


~T  I"  w#-)  W.1J  ' ’ ' — ' '.1  •'  1"  ^-1  ' — ' 1 — ' ~T  wo  CO  CX)  05  O ' '.'f 

ClCMCMCMCMCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOTPTpTprpTPrprp'girpWOWOWO 

wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  »o  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  wo  »o  wo  wo  wo 


wo  »o  wo 
wo  wo  wo 


■KT09P 


jCX)L^I^COCOCCWOWOWOtPtPCOCOCOCMCM-Ht-i, 


-I  Tp  CM 
H O O 


JO  A-zq 


eec0^_  cei^u-i  — >-i  c3Q0^.  ^ cS0>u-i 


•UluoxvjOiCiea 
JO  ^T2(J 


-iClC0TPW0C0t-CX)C5O' 


wo  CO  l'-G0050^  Cl  C0-rW0cO(^CX)C5O’— I Cl  CO-P  wo  CO  »^CX)05O-HCMC0-p 
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THE  FAMILY  CHEISTIAN  ALMANAC 


lotH  MONTH.  OCTOBER,  1868. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

Sun 

on 

Merit!. 

Full  Moon 

D. 

H. 

M. 

H. 

M. 

H. 

M. 

H. 

M. 

D. 

H. 

M. 

8. 

1 

3 

14 

ev. 

3 

2 

ev. 

2 

50 

ev. 

2 

38 

ev. 

1 

11 

49 

27 

Third  Quarter  - • • • 

9 

1 

30 

mo. 

1 

18 

mo. 

1 

6 

mo. 

0 

54 

mo. 

9 

11 

47 

7 

New  Moon 

15 

6 

17 

ev. 

6 

5 

ev. 

5 

53 

ev. 

5 

41 

ev. 

17 

11 

45 

17 

First  Quarter  • • • • 

23 

4 

58 

mo. 

4 

46 

mo. 

4 

34 

mo. 

4 

22 

mo. 

25 

11 

44 

6 

Full  Moon 

31 

6 

21 

mo. 

6 

9 

mo. 

5 

57 

mo. 

5 

45 

mo. 

glii 

oc  S * 
uw«.2a 

( H.  W. 
Ch'ton 

-•’-HOO'!^u:)t-0>(MOjCOOrflOC>COC'lTtOO-t'’-HOCO  •cs».0'^'^0^000a^ 
’^COCJT-iC^CO'^'^'stcoC'i  r^'COC'i  O gTj<rfrg-C0(MT-iiOC0(M 
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Thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  melody, 

This  New-year’s  morning,  calls  me  from  my  sleep  ; 

A new,  sweet  song  is  in  my  heart  for  Thee, 

Thou  faithful,  tender  Shepherd  of  the  sheep 

Thou  knowest  where  to  find,  and  how  to  keep 
The  feeble  feet  that  tremble  where  they  stray  : 

O’er  the  dark  mountains,  through  the  whelming  deep. 
Thy  everlasting  mercy  takes  its  way. 

The  past  is  not  so  dark  as  once  it  seemed, 

For  there  thy  footprints,  now  distinct,  I see  ; 

And  seed  in  weakness  sown,  from  death  redeemed, 

Is  springing  up  and  bearing  fruit  to  thee. 

Not  all  that  hath  been.  Lord,  henceforth  shall  be  : 

A low,  sweet,  cheering  strain  is  in  mine  ear  ; 

Thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  melody 

Are  leading  in  from  heaven  a blest  New-year. 


Though  the  days  are  lengthening,  and  the  sun  is  returning,  and 
the  summer  joy  afar  off  is  advancing,  still  the  cold  of  winter  is  yet 
to  come.  The  great  mother  of  storms  sings  in  the  north  ; snows  are 
yet  to  be  piled  and  drifted ; bitter  days  are  yet  to  come ; the  whole 
weight  of  winter  is  due  after  the  days  begin  to  lengthen ; frosts  will 
gripe  the  ground,  and  not  let  go  ; but  under  the  storms,  through  the 
snows,  beneath  the  cold,  under  all  the  winter,  is  nevertheless  the  silent 
deliverance  which  is  surely  coming.  You  cannot  yet  see  the  effects ; 
no  flower  blossoms,  no  bud  swells,  no  dew  softly  speaks  to  you  ; yet 
along  the  early  and  late  horizon  is  a circle  of  crescent  light  girdling 
the  earth,  and  as  sure  as  God’s  decree  it  is  bringing  summer  with  it, 
and  every  day  nearer. 

Therefore  let  those  who  mourn  in  harsh  troubles,  and  are  over- 
whelmed in  storms  of  adversity,  know  that,  though  winter  yet  lowers, 
the  great  causes  of  their  trouble  may  have  changed  long  ago.  Let 
those  who  are  in  sorrow  remember  that,  as  the  year  goes  on  storming 
and  thundering,  dehverance  may  be  coming,  though  they  see  it  not. 
Your  days  may  wear  more  gold  in  the  morning,  and  more  at  night, 
though  the  midday  is  full  of  snow.  Nor  does  relief  come  to  us  at  once 
when  we  repent  and  turn  to  God.  God  may  be  gracious,  though 
he  comes  to  us  robed  in  darkness  and  clothed  with  storms.  It  is  a 
journey  of  release  towards  the  spring,  when  winter  is  coldest  and 
darkest.  Bead  the  year  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight. 
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A lady  in  her  calls  of  Christian  love  lighted  npon  a poor  family, 
where  a sick  girl  lay  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption.  They  had 
long  been  outside  the  pale  of  the  church,  if  ever  in  it,  and  neither  pas- 
tor nor  preacher  looked  after  them  as  the  sheep  of  their  fold.  But  the 
lady’s  first  visit  encouraged  a second ; and  kind  words,  she  knew, 
unlocked  the  hardest  and  saddest  hearts.  Gradually  she  won  their 
confidence;  and  the  poor  girl,  whose  look  of  patient  acquiescence  in 
her  suffering  lot  had  deeply  interested  her,  slowly  unfolded  her  heart. 
In  childhood  she  attended  for  a little  while  a mission  Sabbath-school 
opened  in  the  neighborhood.  A Testament  was  given  her  by  her 
teacher.  The  teacher  told  her  of  Christ,  the  Friend  of  sinners,  and  of 
what  he  did  and  said  in  the  little  book.  read  it  night  and  morn- 
ing,” the  teacher  said,  ‘‘and  I pray  Jesus  to  help  me  understand  and 
follow  it.” 

The  words  fell  on  the  child’s  heart,  and  fastened  there.  She  left 
the  school,  drifted  here  and  there,  and  at  last  entered  a factory.  All 
her  religious  instruction  was  compassed  in  what  the  mission-school 
teacher  gave  her ; but  she  kept  it,  and  it  kept  her.  During  her  mill 
life,  often  she  arose  before  the  other  girls,  and  lighted  her  lamp  to 
read  God’s  word ; often  she  went  without  her  breakfast  to  find  time 
for  secret  prayer ; and  through  discomfort  and  disappointment  and 
sickness  there  glimmered  in  her  soul  a sacred  light  and  warmth  which 
kept  her  from  evil  and  made  her  peaceful  and  happy  : “and  I am  ready 
to  go,  if  God  wills,”  she  said  sweetly  to  her  new-found  friend,  speak- 
ing of  her  death. 

“Ah,”  thought  the  lady,  “here  is  the  fruit  of  some  little  seeds  of 
patient  Christian  endeavor,  planted  long  ago,  quite  likely,  in  much 
weakness  of  faith  and  many  fears  ; yet  it  has  sprung  up  with  no  human 
husbandry,  and  is  bearing  a soul  to  heaven.  Let  men  not  faint,  but 
work  on,  leaving  results  to  the  Master.”  h.  c.  k. 


0MP  Ferfpd  iPattpriL 

Mrs.  Judson,  trying  one  day  to  arouse  her  husband,  read  him  some 
newspaper  notices,  in  which  he  was  compared  to  one  and  another  of 
the  apostles.  “I  do  not  want  to  be  like  them,”  he  said  with  deep 
seriousness.  “I  do  not  want  to  be  like  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas, 
nor  any  mere  man.  I want  to  be  like  Christ.  We  have  only  one  safe 
example — only  One,  who,  tempted  like  as  we  are  in  every  point,  was 
yet  without  sin.  I want  to  follow  him  only,  copy  his  teachings,  drink 
in  his  Spirit,  place  my  feet  in  his  footprints,  and  measure  their  short- 
comings by  these,  and  these  alone.  Oh,  to  be  more  like  Christ !” 
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Tin  oLild  Samml  wont  to  live  with  Eli  ut  Shiloh.  One  night,  as 
ho  lay  in  his  bed,  he  heard  a voice  calling  “Samuel.”  He  thought  it 
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was  Eli’s  voice,  and  he  arose  quickly  and  ran  to  him,  saying,  ‘‘Here 
am  L”  But  Eli  said,  “I  did  not  call.”  Then  Samuel  went  back  to 
his  bed. 

He  heard  the  same  call  a second  time,  “Samuel;”  and  it  was  not 
Eli’s.  And  again  a third  time,  and  he  went  to  Eli,  saying,  “Here  am 
I,  for  thou  didst  call  me.”  Then  Eli  knew  it  was  the  Lord;  and  he 
told  the  lad  to  lie  down  again,  and  when  he  heard  the  voice,  to  answer, 
“Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth.”  Samuel  did  this,  and  the 
voice  called  as  before,  “Samuel,  Samuel;”  and  he  answered,  “Speak, 
for  thy  servant  heareth.” 

Then  the  Lord  gave  him  his  errand. 

The  listening  ear,  the  obedient  heart,  willing  feet,  these  have  the 
Lord’s  little  servants.  Oh,  how  many  are  now  needed  to  go  on  his 
errands  of  love  ! 


filings  ^iglit 

“Our  minister  is  always  begging,”  said  a parishioner,  going  out  of 
church  in  a huff ; “it  is  nothing  but  begging,  begging,  begging.” 

“Is  that  the  way  you  put  it  ?”  asked  a friend. 

“Put  what  ?”  asked  the  man. 

“Why,  being  asked  to  share  some  of  your  good  things  with  the 
poor  and  needy — to  do  for  others  as  you,  in  similar  circumstances, 
would  like  them  to  do  for  you — doing  service  for  your  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter, who  tells  you  that  whatever  is  done  for  the  least  of  his  followers  is 
done  to  him.  ” 

“Well,”  said  the  man  gruffly,  not  quite  knowing  what  else  to  say. 

“No,”  said  his  friend,  “it  is  not  well  to  use  an  oJTensive  word  for 
suggesting  a plain  duty,  because  that  makes  you  angry  and  reluctant. 
The  fact  is,  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  you  live  in  a Christian  soci- 
ety, and  Christianity  is  diffusive.  It  denies  any  man  the  right  of  living 
niggardly,  to  himself  or  for  himself  alone.  It  lays  him  under  obliga- 
tion to  use  a part  of  his  income  for  the  good  of  others,  as  he  uses  the 
rest  of  it  for  himself ; and  no  one  comes  into  any  true  harmony  with 
himself,  or  his  Master,  or  the  times  in  which  we  live,  who  does  not 
thoroughly  recognize  this  and  act  accordingly.  ” 

“Well,”  said  the  man  again,  still,  I suppose,  for  want  of  something 
better  or  worse  to  say.  They  came  to  where  two  ways  met  and  parted 
them.  “Well,  well.”  k. 


“And  ye  yourselves  like  unto  men  that  wait  for  their  Lord.” 

He  who  waits  for  his  Master  will  always  endeavor  to  be  in  that  state 
in  which  he  desires  to  be  found. 
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Uncle  Josh  was  lame  ; lie  was  poor;  lie  was  old  : ^^hut  lie  could 
see.”  No,  lie  could  not  see;  lie  was  blind.  Tlie  beautiful  sunshine, 
the  meadows,  apple-blossoms,  and  dandelions,  nor  people’s  faces,  could 
he  ever  look  upon.  Yet  Uncle  Josh  was  never  sad ; he  was  glad, 
rather.  He  sang  at  his  work  like  a robin  ; for  he  could  work.  He  was 
a basket-maker.  His  poor  old  sister  went  into  the  woods  and  cut  osiers, 
and  split  them  up  for 'Uncle  Josh  to  weave  into  baskets.  And  all  day 
long,  go  into  his  httle  cottage  when  you  might,  there  he  sat  singing 
away  over  his  work,  as  happy  as  happy  could  be. 

^ ‘‘Uncle  Josh,”  asked  a little  boy  who  went  to  buy  a basket,  for 
everybody  called  him  Uncle  Josh — “Uncle  Josh,  what  makes  you  sing 
all  the  time  ?” 

“Why,  my  little  man,  I am  on  the  way  to  heaven,  and  I am  getting 
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niglier  and  niglier  every  day  ; how  can  I help  singing  ?.  Jesus  is  there, 
and  the  saints  are  there,  and  the  angels  are  there,  and  they  are  wait- 
ing for  me,  a poor  sinner  saved  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  I am  ’most 
there,  and  how  can  I lieli?  being  happy,  my  little  man  ?” 

Little  George  did  not  quite  understand  all  Uncle  Josh  said  ; but  he 
was  sure  if  Uncle  Josh  loas  poor  and  blind  and  lame,  he  had  “some- 
thing happy  ” that  a great  many  other  folks  had  not.  Indeed  he  had. 
Uncle  Josh  had  heaven  ; for  heaven  must  come  to  us  before  we  go  to 
heaven. 


Our  Friend,  our  Brother,  and  our  Lord, 
What  may  thy  service  be  ? 

Nor  name,  nor  form,  nor  ritual  word, 
But  simpl}"  following  thee. 

Thy  litanies,  sweet  offices 
Of  love  and  gratitude  ; 

Thy  sacramental  liturgies. 

The  joy  of  doing  good. 

In  vain  shall  waves  of  incense  drift 
The  vaulted  nave  around  ; 

In  vain  the  minster  turret  lift 
Its  brazen  weights  of  sound. 

The  heart  must  ring  thy  Christmas  bells, 
Thy  inward  altars  raise  ; 

Its  faith  and  hope  thy  canticles. 

And  its  obedience  praise. 


First,  By  banishing  from  your  talk  even  the  remotest  allusion  to 
impurity,  which  forms  the  staple  of  much  of  this  world’s  wit.  If  you 
once  make  it  the  vehicle  of  uncleanness,  you  foul  it  at  the  spring. 

Secondly,  All  such  sarcasms  as  hurt  another  person,  wound  his 
feelings,  and  give  him  unnecessary  pain,  are  absolutely  forbidden  by 
the  law  of  Christian  love.  Flashes  of  wit  should  be  like  those  of  the 
summer  lightning,  lambent  and  innocuous. 

Thirdly,  All  such  pleasantries  as  bring  sacred  things  into  ridicule, 
or  without  bringing  them  actually  into  ridicule,  connect  with  them,  in 
the  minds  of  others,  ludicrous  associations,  so  that  they  can  never  see 
the  object  or  hear  the  words  without  the  ludicrous  observation  being 
presented  to  them,  are  carefully  to  be  eschewed.  At  all  times  our  pri- 
mary duty,  that  which  is  inalienably  binding  upon  us,  and  from  which 
no  plea  of  entertainment  can  excuse  us,  is  to  hallow  God’s  name. 


Ha^  way  to  Christ  is  a dangerous  place. 
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You  cannot  whistle  Jowler  from  his  post,  or  coax  him  off,  or  drive 
Lim  away. 
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‘‘That  charge  is  mine,”  he  seems  to  say;  “touch  WiUie,  if  you 
dare.” 

Jowler  is  an  almost  constant  companion  of  the  Httle  feUow.  He 
watches  him  when  asleep ; he  plays  with  him  when  awake ; he  walks 
with  him  when  Willie  takes  a walk ; and  if  WiUie  wants  to  go  where 
Jowler  does  not  think  it  safe  for  him  to  go,  Jowler  sidles  up  to  him, 
and  gently  pushes  him  back  mth  his  big,  honest  nose ; and  WiUie 
minds,  for  he  loves  Jowler. 

One  day  a boy  tried  to  tempt  the  dog  off  mth  a great  bone  fuU  of 
meat.  Of  course  it  was  a great  temptation.  Jowler  sniffed  at  the 
bone  ; he  looked  wistfully  after  it ; he  licked  his  chops  in  delightful 
anticipation  ; but  not  a step  would  Jowler  go  to  take  it. 

“My  post  of  duty  is  here,”  said  Jowler  by  his  conduct,  “and  I do 
not  leave  it  for  any  consideration.  ” 

“I  wish,”  said  his  master  one  day,  “I  was  as  faithful  to  my  duty  as 
my  poor  dog  is  to  his :”  and  since  the  Bible  often  points  us  to  the 
dumb  creatures  for  instruction,  it  is  not  beneath  us  to  taiie  a lesson 
from  our  household  companion,  whose  modest  virtues  and  domestic 
worth  an  English  poet  thought  not  beneath  her  pen. 


|lmrt  awd  iPitTtg, 

There  is  a restlessness  about  the  present  generation  which  makes 
long  detention  on  any  matter  wearisome.  Preachers  therefore  must 
find  out  what  the  average  interest  of  the  congregation  will  bear. 
They  wiU  not  give  in  to  the  flippant  demands  of  some,  whose  real  wish 
to  get  rid  of  the  sermon  altogether  is  hidden  under  the  plea  of  short- 
ening it  to  a mere  handful  of  minutes ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
wiU  not  be  guided  solely  by  what  the  ripened  faith  of  some  Christians 
wiU  bear  in  their  love  for  meditating  on  these  things  ; much  less  will 
they  be  guided  by  the  flattery  of  partial  friends,  who  may  tell  them 
they  never  found  their  sermons  too  long  or  too  dull.  They  will  remem- 
ber that  preaching,  even  beyond  other  parts  of  public  worship,  is  to 
“those  who  are  without.”  Calls  to  repentance,  appeals  to  the  careless 
and  the  prayerless,  must  be  measured,  as  to  their  length,  by  the  atten- 
tion of  these  very  careless  and  godless  men.  How  often,  when  listen- 
ing to  a speech,  has  one  longed  to  stop  the  speaker,  and  get  him  to  sit 
down  directly,  when  he  has  made  a good  point — has.  impressed  or 
aroused  his  audience.  Instead  of  that,  he  goes  on  for  twenty  minutes 
longer,  diluting  all  that  he  has  said,  and  leaving  his  hearers  forgetful 
of  what  had  at  first  touched  them. 


Have  no  worldly  talk  on  the  Sabbath,  “not  speaking  thine  own 
words or  worldly  work,  “not  doing  thine  own  way,^' 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


27 


0ttt(  |lau»taw 

One  of  the  handsomest  trees  on  onr  grounds  was  a mountain  ash. 
It  was  a pet  tree.  Its  lithe  and  graceful  branches,  its  sprays  of  wavy 
leaves,  its  clusters  of  white  June  blossoms,  its  rich  coronet  of  red  ber- 
ries in  harvest-time,  its  airy  foliage,  letting  through  the  blue  sky,  yet  ^ 
dropping  cool  shadow's  on  the  grass.  Year  by  year  we  watched  its 
growth ; from  the  parlor  window,  Avhich  it  shaded  from  the  hot  breath 
of  summer ; from  the  kitchen  window,  where  it  stood  in  full  sight  on 
the  green,  sporting  with  the  breezy  air  and  slant  sunshine  • from  the 
chamber  window,  creeping  up  higher  and  higher  heavenward.  Our 
mountain  ash  was  the  family  pet.  Baldwins,  greenings,  white-hearts, 
and  black-hearts  had  no  firmer  hold  on  the  family  taste. 

One  year,  gradually,  day  by  day,  week  by  week,  we  came  to  feel  it 
did  not  look  as  well  as  usual.  It  leaved  out  fully  ; there  were  no  dead 
branches,  none  dying,  or  bent,  or  toppling,  or  winter-killed,  or  light- 
ning-struck. It  bore  no  marks  of  injury ; it  was  as  green  and  grace- 
ful, it  had  as  much  of  heaven  and  earth,  as  ever  a year  before  ; and  yet 
it  did  not  loolc  right.  We  examined  the  bark  and  the  branches,  and 
found  nothing  amiss. 

“You  are  suspicious;  you  borrow  trouble.  Your  tree  is  well 
enough.’' 

“Something  is  certainly  the  matter  with  that  tree,”  we  said; 
“something  is  working  its  ruin.” 

People  looked  at  it  and  grasped  it  and  shook  ifc,  and  said,  “Pshaw  ! 
it  is  sound  enough  ; it  is  doing  grandly.  It  is  all  in  your  eye.” 

But  we  sometimes  receive  impressions,  and  correct  impressions,  of 
persons  different  from  what  they  appear,  and  yet  we  cannot  quite  tell 
how  we  get  them.  There  is  a sort  of  influence  radiating  from  them, 
which  tells  the  truth  about  them  without  their  knowing  it,  and  in 
spite  of  them  too.  This  is  sometimes  called  unconscious  influence. 

It  was  pretty  much  so  with  our  tree.  It  kept  up  a good  appearance, 
but  we  felt  there  was  a blight  on  it,  very  faint,  to  be  sure,  but  still  a 
blight. 

One  day  we  discovered  by  chance  grains  of  sawdust  round  its  roots  ; 
sawdust  here,  and  sawdust  there,  so  slight  that  only  by  stooping 
could  it  be  discerned.  Taking  out  my  knife,  and  getting  down  on 
my  hands  and  knees,  I closely  examined  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk, 
and  soon  detected  a little  hole  here,  and  a little  hole  there — one,  two, 
three,  four,  five.  Ah,  there  was  the  secret.  The  borers  were  there, 
slowly  but  surely  eating  out  its  life.  Have  you  seen  one — a small,  fat 
white  worm,  which  gnaws  into  the  heart  of  a tree,  and  lays  its  pestif- 
erous eggs  ? Their  teeth  must  be  but  needle  points ; yet  what  ama- 
zing mischief  they  can  do.  Buin  is  in  their  track,  sometimes  slow, 

3* 


28 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


sometimes  swift.  To  our  mountain  asli  it  was  swift  and  sudden.  A 
thunder  gust  swept  the  sky.  Though  the  blast  only  rocked  the  bird’s 
nest  in  the  elm,  our  poor  ash  had  no  strength  to  breast  its  fury, 
and  the  next  morning  we  found  it  fallen,  its  stateliness  and  shade  and 
beauty  gone  for  ever  from  our  eye.  And  it  made  me  think  of  the 
moral  borers  that  infest  society,  worming  their  way  into  character, 
sooner  or  later  to  ruin  it — a bosom  sin,  a petty  theft,  a false  word,  a 
slight  fall,  a secret  indulgence. 

A youth  may  appear  as  fair  as  ever,  his  reputation  as  spotless,  his 
friends  as  confiding,  the  world  as  unsuspecting  of  wrong ; but  if  the 
borers  are  at  work,  he  cannot  long  hide  it.  The  careless  swagger,  the 
irreverent  tone,  the  restless  eye,  the  reckless  temper,  that  unconscious 
influence  which  goes  out  of  a person  whether  he  will  or  no,  v/ill  surely 
disclose  it ; and  we  say  with  sorrow,  ‘ ‘ The  borers — the  borers  are  at 
work  there.” 

I knew  a young  man,  the  joy  of  his  parents  and  the  delight  of  his 
friends,  beginning  life  with  every  advantage  of  education,  prospects, 
and  privilege.  By-and-by  his  more  discerning  friends  noticed  a change 
in  him ; precisely  what  it  was,  they  could  not  tell,  yet  there  was  a 
change,  and  for  the  worse.  What  borer  was  gnawing  at  the  core  of 
his  character  ? How  hard  to  believe  there  was  one  ; and  yet  there 
must  be  one.  It  leaked  out  at  last.  It  was  intemperance. 

Secret  sins  cannot  remain  secret.  Their  teeth  are  small,  but  they 
are  sharper  than  a two-edged  sword,  and  will  slowly  but  surely,  if  not 
killed  and  eradicated,  effect  our  ruin.  h.  c.  k. 


■'■<0  TItott  ai;t  foil/'’ 

This  only  can  my  fears  control 
And  bid  my  sorrows  fly — 

What  harm  can  ever  reach  my  soul 
Beneath  my  Father’s  eye  ? 

• — 

f lio  f poaf  FopuUaritf 

Of  Protestant  missions  is  to  make  preaching  and  the  Bible  go  hand  in 
hand.  The  people  must  be  taught  to  read  the  word  of  God.  Romish 
missions  in  China,  Japan,  and  Congo  were  conducted  on  a very  large 
scale,  and  for  a time  had  proportionate  results  ; but  they  withheld  the 
Bible  from  the  people,  and  they  fell,  and  great  was  the  fall  thereof. 

Though  Protestant  missions  may  have  somewhat  fewer  converts, 
churches,  and  native  preachers,  than  if  there  had  been  more  of  preach- 
ing and  familiar  intercourse  with  the  people,  there  is  this  glorious 
result  to  rejoice  over,  that  during  the  last  fifty  years  the  Bible  has  been 
translated  into  thirty-nine  languages  outside  of  Christendom,  the  New 
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Testament  into  thirty-five  other  tongues,  and  portions  of  the  Scriptures 
into  stin  forty-eight  others ; making  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  in 
the  gTeat  field  of  Christian  missions  that  have  been  enriched  and  enno- 
bled with  some  portion  at  least  of  the  word  of  God  ; and  in  not  a few 
of  these  language  had  to  be  reduced  to  a written  form.  The  Bible  must 
form  the  basis  for  a permanent  and  thorough-going  Christianity  to 
build  upon. 


Daeling  little  Mary  White  had  a birthday  party.  Four  makes  a 
party,  does  it  not  ? That  is  all  her  mother  let  her  have.  Whom  do 
you  believe  she  invited  ? All  the  rich  little  girls  around  her — Susie 
Anson  and  Mary  Lee,  and  Carrie  and  Jane  who  live  in  that  big  brown 
house  ? Her  mother  did  not  say  ; she  let  Mary  ask  whom  she  pleased. 
Four,  that  was  the  number.  Do  you  want  to  know  who  they  were  ? 
She  invited  her  dear  old  nurse ; she  invited  a poor  blind  girl.  She 
went  to  the  cobbler’s  shop  and  asked  Jimmy,  the  old  cobbler’s  little 
lame  boy.  , How  could  he  come  ? He  had  crutches,  to  be  sure,  but  it 
was  hard  walking  even  on  them.  “Thank  you,  thank  you,”  he  said 
when  Mary  White  ran  in  and  asked  him,  “but” — --Hush,  Jimmy,” 
said  the  cobbler ; “I ’ll  carry  you  rather  than  you  not  go.”  Of  course 
he  was  pleased  to  have  his  poor  little  lame  boy  go  to  Mary  White’s. 
Jimmy  did  not  often  have  an  invitation  like  that.  Nor  could  he  enjoy 
the  fun  and  play  of  other  boys  with  whole  legs. 

Who  else  did  Mary  ask  ? Her  mamma.  She  had  her  party  in  the 
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garden,  and  the  table  was  spread  under  the  trees.  In  the  middle  of 
it  was  a beautiful  birthday  cake ; and  there  were  strawberries  and 
cookies,  and  by  the  side  of  each  plate  a lovely  rosebud.  Mary  arranged 
it  all  herself.  In  the  afternoon  the  party  came — Nurse  Todd  with  her 
knitting- work  ; Bessie,  the  blind  girl ; the  old  cobbler  brought  Jimmy, 
crutches  and  all ; and  mother. 

The  children  could  not  play  run-about  plays,  could  they  ? Mary 
fetched  out  her  picture  cards  and  puzzles  and  pretty  books,  and  mother 
told  stories,  and  they  sang;  for  Bessie  and  Jim  were  both  dear  little 
Sunday-school  children,  and  it  was  at  Sunday-school  they  learned  to 
sing ; and  Oh  it  was  such  a comfort  to  them.  How  good  the  straw- 
berries tasted ; and  as  for  Mary  White’s  birthday  cake,  Jimmy  and 
Bessie  never  saw  any  thing  like  it  before ; nor  do  I believe  nurse  did, 
only  Bessie  could  not  see.  They  had  such  a good  time.  Jimmy  car- 
ried a great  deal  of  enjoyment  home  with  him,  and  he  loved  little  Mary 
White  dearly  for  asking  him.  Bessie’s  ears  were  full  of  sweet  sounds 
and  her  heart  of  pleasant  thoughts,  and  she  had  much  to  think  of  in 
her  little  shut-up  head,  whose  windows  were  never  open  to  let  her  see 
out. 

Now  what  do  you  think  made  Mary  White  give  a nice  party  like 
that  ? for  her  parents  were  rich,  and  rich  people  are  apt  to  invite  rich 
people.  I will  tell  you.  It  was  her  Sunday-school  lesson ; and  the 
lesson  was  this  : Jesus  said,  ‘‘When  thou  makest  a dinner  or  a supper, 
call  not  thy  friends,  nor  thy  brethren,  neither  thy  kinsmen,  nor  thy 
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rich  neighbors ; lest  they  also  bid  thee  again,  and  a recompense  be 
made  thee.  But  when  thou  makest  a feast,  call  the  poor,  the  maimed, 
the  lame,  the  blind  : and  thou  shalt  be  blessed ; for  they  cannot  recom- 
pense thee  : for  thou  shalt  be  recompensed  at  the  resurrection  of  the 
just.” 

Little  Mary  White  wanted  to  do  as  Jesus  says. 


“A  WRECK  ! a wreck  !”  This  is  a startling  cry  at  sea.  It  was  the 
cry  on  deck  of  an  English  ship  in  tlie  Indian  ocean.  The  passengers 
ran  to  the  poo^i,  and  saw  on  the  larboard  bow  a small  flag  of  blue  cloth 
floating  as  it  were  from  the  tops  of  the  waves.  Pretty  soon  they  could 
see  a small  raft  with  a white  and  a colored  man  on  it,  up  to  their  waists 
in  water.  Instantly  one  of  the  boats  was  lowered,  and,  manned  by  five 
stout  sailors,  was  pushing  ofi*  towards  the  raft.  As  she  sprang  over  the 
waves,  every  eye  was  strained  towards  the  point  whither  she  was  going. 
The  sailors  leaned  over  the  forecastle  and  fore-rigging,  officers  and 
|)assengers  crowded  to  the  poop,  all  gazing  with  intense  interest  as  the 
boat  sped  on  its  errand.  No  one  stirred,  not  a word  was  spoken,  even 
breathing  seemed  difficult ; but  when  the  first  man,  aud  then  the  sec- 
ond, stiff,  benumbed,  swollen,  and  almost  insensible,  had  been  safely 
lifted  into  the  boat,  their  pent-up  feelings  found  utterance,  and 
‘‘Saved!  saved!”  was  joyfully  shouted  from  stem  to  stern.  Some 
wept  for  joy. 

The  boat  was  soon  alongside,  and  the  poor  men  were  helped  into 
the  ship,  where  every  one  was  ready  to  do  them  service. 
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Hev.  Mr.  Ellis  was  on  board,  and  immediately  recognized  one  as  a 
native  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

‘‘Aloha,  e hoaino,  aloha,”  said  the  missionary.  The  man  lifted  up 
his  bowed  head,  swept  his  long  black  hair  away  from  his  forehead,  and 
looked  earnestly  at  the  speaker.  The  sound  of  his  native  tongue 
brought  consciousness  back.  He  answered,  and  in  a few  words  gave 
an  account  of  the  disaster.  The  ship  went  over  in  a squall,  and  they 
two  alone  were  saved. 

“God  has  mercifully  preserved  you,”  said  the  missionary. 

“Yes,”  answered  the  poor  feUow,  “and  I did  pray  to  him  in  the 
night  when  I w^as  in  the  sea.  I did  pray  in  the  morning  when  I saw 
the  captain.  I prayed  that  we  might  be  saved ; and  God  sent  away 
death,  and  sent  your  ship  to  save  us.” 

The  missionary  then  repeated  some  lines  of  a hymn  which  he  him- 
self had  written  many  years  before  in  the  language  of  the  islands  : 
“He  Akua  hemolele 
Ke  Akua  no  kakou.” 

“A  God  of  goodness  is  our  God.”  The  poor  man’s  face  brightened. 
He  had  learned  it  in  the  mission-school  of  his  native  land,  and  now 
took  up  the  strain  and  sang  it  with  grateful  joy,  renewing  even  in  the 
most  hardened  heart  a sense  of  that  Divine  pity  which  is  not  shortened 
that  it  cannot  save,  or  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear,  but  out  of  extremity 
and  despair  brings  salvation  and  praise. 


t&aw 

“Oh,  if  I only  had  money T cries  one  and  another,  yearning  to  do 
for  the  great  and  good  works  undertaken  by  God’s  people.  “Money, 
money  !”  Yes,  money  is  a great  power,  a grand  lever  to  work  with ; 
but  its  power  may  be  overestimated.  Money  can  do  much,  but  not 
all,  for  it  cannot  insure  success.  There  is  another  power  which  we 
have  hardly  begun  to  comprehend  and  use.  Every  one  who  loves  his 
Master’s  kingdom  has  not  money  to  further  its  interests  ; but  he  holds 
in  his  keeping  a power  far  mightier  than  money — the  power  of  prayer, 
“Prayer  moves  the  arm  that  moves  the  world.” 


“Dearest  Fan,”  wrote  a lady  to  her  afflicted  sister,  “ I do  not  know 
how  much  you  can  bear  to-day,  but  I know  you  can  bear  these  words, 
‘ Casting  all  your  care  upon  Him,  for  he  careth  for  you.  ’ ” 

M 

If  water  is  not  a fashionable  beverage  for  drinking  your  friend’s 
health,  it  is  a capital  one  for  drinking  your  own. 
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Tom  and  Dick  played  truant.  Instead  of  going  with  their  books 
and  slates  to  school,  they  turned  off  into  the  woods. 

‘‘Oh,  it  is  too  pleasant  to  work,”  they  said.  Ah,  that  was  their 
mistake. 

What  next  ? for  a couple  of  active  little  brains  will  be  doing  some- 
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thing.  Robbing  a bird’s  nest.  Is  not  that  the  poorest  sort  of  fun, 
since  it  is  cruel  fun  ? The  poor  mother-bird  is  flying  and  fluttering 
around,  screaming  bitterly.  Is  not  a nest-breaker  almost  as  bad  as  a 
housebreaker  ? Robbers  and  highwaymen  do  not  become  so  all  at 
once.  They  begin  very  likely  with  stealing  their  own  time,  and  taking 
things  from  those  who  have  no  power  to  defend  their  own  rights. 
Poor  birds  ! poor  birds  ! 

What  next  ? Tom  and  Dick  quarrel.  No  wonder.  .Kindness,  you 
see,  ran  away.  Cross  words  are  not  far  off,  and  cross  words  bring 
kicks  and  cuffs  and  pulling  and  pushing  and  scratching.  A shabby 
set,  are  n’t  they  ? It  is  not  pleasant  to  stay  in  such  company,  is  it  ? 
Sins,  you  see,  do  not  go  alone,  but  follow  one  another  as  links  in  a 
chain  do. 

■ M 

In  regard  to  success  in  the  world  at  the  present  day,  it  is  not  an 
academic  education,  however  desirable  in  any  shape  it  may  be,  that 
gives  a man  access  to  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-man,  or  to  the  influ- 
ential posts  of  society.  It  is  native  talent,  reliability,  perseverance, 
and  indomitable  will,  that  conduct  him  to  the  high  places  of  the  world. 
The  much-cultivated  boy,  who,  under  favor  of  advantages,  performs 
faithfully  his  allotted  tasks,  who  fulfils  the  requirements  of  his  teach- 
ers, who  is  accustomed  to  subordinate  his  own  judgment  to  the  dicta- 
tion of  others,  although  he  may  hold  a high  rank  in  the  scale  of  profi- 
ciency, is  liable,  on  arriving  at  manhood,  to  continue  to  lean  rather 
than  to  lead,  and  thence  to  occupy  a secondary  place  in  the  struggle 
for  influence  and  distinction.  On  the  other  hand,  the  neglected  but 
independent  youth,  who  is  brought  up  in  the  suggestive  school  of 
necessity,  who  becomes  original  and  inventive  because  his  life  is  a 
continued  contest  with  difficulties,  who  balances  character  against 
opportunity,  and  individual  vigor  and  patience  against  external  guid- 
ance, such  a one,  from  the  habit  of  directing  himself,  becomes  more 
competent  to  direct  others,  and  to  wear  more  easily  offices  of  trust  and 
responsibility. 

It  is  remarkable  how  many  of  our  distinguished  men  have  been 
self-educated.  Franklin  was  a philosopher,  Washington  a statesman, 
Patrick  Henry  an  orator,  but  not  by  the  grace  of  classical  education. 
Henry  Clay  knew  nothing  of  the  Greek  language,  nor  did  Thomas 
Benton.  Andrew  Jackson  and  Abraham  Lincoln  had  a rougher  nur- 
sing than  that  of  an  alma  mater.  Rumford,  Bowditch,  and  Fulton  did 
not  develop  their  intellects  under  the  shades  of  academic  seclusion. 
And  if  we  go  abroad  for  examples,  we  shall  find  Napoleon  no  classical 
scholar,  and  that  Peter  the  Great,  wdien  he  issued  from  his  lair  at  Mos- 
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cow  to  study  the  civilization  of  Western  Europe,  did  not  repair  to  the 
university  of  Cambridge  or  Oxford,  but  entered  as  a working  me- 
chanic in  the  ship-yards  of  Saardem  and  Deptford. 

We  need  not  regret  that  our  country  is  the  field  of  wholesome 
competition  between  the  well-taught  and  the  self-taught,  between 
advantage  on  the  one  side  and  energy  on  the  other,  between  early 
development  under  assistance  and  slow  maturity  under  difficulties. 
The  success  of  either  condition  stimulates  and  awakens  the  zeal  of  the 
other.  Bigelow. 

^ — 


td  Bdg  awil 

Two  old  shipmates  met  one  day,  and,  as  is  often  so,  each  in  a few 
words  let  out  the  cue  of  his  life. 

‘‘Begging  is  a poor  trade  ; I am  getting  very  tired  of  it,”  said  one. 

“Are  you  ? Well,  it  is  not  so  wuth  me.  I find  it  a prosperous 
business,  and  like  it  better  every  day,”  said  the  other. 

“Strange  enough  that,”  was  the  answer.  “There  are  so  many 
things  against  us.  First  of  all,  one  dares  not  to  go  to  the  same  person 
too  often.” 

“That’s  not  my  experience,”  said  the  other.  “I  find  that  the 
oftener  I go,  the  more  readily  I am  heard.  ” 

“You  don’t  say  so!”  exclaimed  his  companion.  “I  get  turned 
away  with  ‘ saucy  fellow,  ’ or  some  name,  and  am  told  to  take  my  tale 
elsewhere.  As  to  money  or  bread,  I may  knock  pretty  often  before  I 
get  sight  of  it.” 
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‘‘Now  I can  truly  say,’'  said  his  companion,  “that  if  I don’t  get 
what  I ask  for,  I have  something  better  instead  of  it.” 

“A  lucky  fellow  you  are,  and  in  these  times,  too,  when  people 
shake  their  heads  and  declare  that  they  have  need  to  go  begging  them- 
selves.” 

“Ah,  that  / am  never  told.  I go  where  riches  abound,  and  where 
there  is  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  for  all  that  ask.” 

“If  I put  on  a doleful  face,  they  call  me  a hypocrite ; if  I put  on 
a merry  air,  they  say  I am  not  in  want : there  is  no  knomng  how  to 
succeed  with  them.” 

“When  I am  in  trouble,  I get  pity ; when  I am  full  of  iDraise  and 
joy,  I get  a more  abundant  blessing.” 

“Wonderful!  wonderful  I They  grow  tired  of  my  story,  I find, 
before  they  have  half  heard  it,  and  suspect  it  is  false  without  caring 
much  for  me  even  if  it  were  true.” 

“How  contrary  my  case.  I cannot  tell  my  sorrows  and  wants  too 
often.  I am  told  to  come  with  every  one  of  them  ; and  strange  to  say, 
so  deep  is  the  interest  in  my  behalf,  that  what  I have  to  tell  is  better 
known  at  the  house  where  I beg  than  I know  it  myself.” 

‘•Why,  what  house  do  you  beg  at  ?”  asked  the  astonished  beggar. 
“At  the  gate  of  heaven,”  said  his  companion.  “Where  do  you 
beg  ?” 

“ Oh,  I beg  of  the  world,”  said  he. 

‘ ‘ Then  no  Avonder  you  are  tired  of  your  trade.  Come  and  try  my 
gate.  If  you  make  your  stand  at  that,  you  will  never  be  disappointed, 
never  get  an  angry  or  unkind  Avord,  and  never,  never  be  turned  empty 
away.” 

KlpU  IpPiit, 

Trogen,  a little  village  among  the  Alps,  is  the  summer-house  of  a 
rich  banker,  Ulrich  TeUwegger.  Taught  by  the  Spirit  of  God  that 
wealth  is  but  a talent  to  be  used  in  the  service  of  Him  who  bestoAved 
it,  Trogen  teems  with  the  good  that  money  thus  held  may  accomplish. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  people  is  Aveaving  and  embroidering 
muslin.  Seeing  the  work  was  poorly  done,  and  therefore  unproductive, 
the  banker  established  a model  industrial  house,  Avhere  he  boards  and 
clothes  thirty  poor  boys,  who  are  carried  through  all  branches  of  the 
business  until  they  become  masters  of  it. 

In  golden  letters  on  one  of  the  doors  of  the  building  are  these 
words : “This  house  is  erected  in  the  faith  and  for  the  glory  of  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  alone  is  the  truth,  the  way,  and  the  life.” 
Another  fine  building  bears  the  same  inscription.  It  is  an  orphan 
house,  where  twenty  fatherless  and  motherless  ones  find  a Christian 
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home.  There  are  a school  for  the  training  of  female  teachers  and  an 
infant  school,  all  founded  and  supported  by  the  same  beneficent  hand. 

The  thriftless  husbandry  of  the  farms  did  not  escape  the  banker’s 
eye,  and  he  went  into  the  business  of  making  butter  and  cheese,  in 
order  to  show  the  farmers  how  to  economize  time,  land,  labor,  manure, 
milk ; and  the  hills  and  valleys  now  sing  his  praises  in  their  harvest 
songs.  On  the  cheese  factory  is  written,  “In  the  love  of  God  and  for 
the  good  of  the  people.” 

To  crown  his  other  works,  he  has  established  a weekly  religious 
newspaper,  at  a small  subscription  price,  which  he  himself  regards  as 
one  of  the  most 'important  of  his  labors,  diffusing  as  it  does  those 
precious  doctrines  which  are  the  life  of  his  life. 

Thank  God  for  such  men  anywhere. 




|ot»U  Kourtpsies. 

A hedgehog  and  a turtle  lived  neighbors  in  a garden  in  the  days 
when  turtles  and  hedgehogs  talked.  One  day  the  gentleman  with  his 
house  on  his  back  noticed  an  unusual  melancholy  on  the  face  of  his 
friend,  and  asked  the  cause. 

“I  am  shunned  by  all  the  world,”  grunted  the  hedgehog.  “Look 
at  yon  miserable  cur  at  the  mansion  house.  He  barks  at  everybody 
who  goes  by,  and  steals  a joint  of  meat  whenever  he  can ; and  yet  the 
family  pat  and  praise  him,  and  think  all  the  world  of  him.  There ’s 
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that  sly,  blood-thirsty  cat,  with  her  treacherous  claws  in  her  soft  fur. 
While  the  blood  is  yet  fresh  on  baby’s  arm  from  her  scratch,  she  is 
quite  likely  treated  to  a new  blue  ribbon  on  her  neck.  Compare  this 
with  their  treatment  of  me,  as  virtuous  and  harmless  a creature  as  ever 
hid  under  a bush.  I am  neglected ; yes,  and  I am  scorned.  Why 
do  n’t  the  ladies  pat  me  ? Why  not  speak  a kind  word  and  give  a kind 
look  in  passing  ?” 

The  turtle  laughed  in  his  sleeve  at  the  poor  hedgehog’s  impression 
of  himself.  ‘‘Have  you  not  lived  long  enough  in  the  world,”  asked 
he,  “to  know  that  people  must  be  courteous  as  well  as  virtuous  ? How 
can  you  expect  the  family  at  the  mansion  to  appreciate  your  virtues, 
when  you  make  everybody  smart  who  dares  approach  you.  It  won’t  do 
in  this  world  to  sting  and  pierce  folks  all  the  time.  It  won’t  do  to 
fling  at  everybody  who  comes  near.  Throw  off  your  coat  of  arrows, 
and  people  may  then  learn  your  worth.  ” 

“My  coat  is  my  own,  and  concerns  nobody,”  replied  the  hedgehog 
gruffly.  “I  ask  no  favors,  mind  ye.  I only  want  my  dues — to  be 
treated  as  I deserve.  ” 

Since  he  asked  no  favors,  he  got  none,  and  people  shunned  him  as 
before.  Even  when  he  died  of  grief,  the  gardener  was  afraid  to  touch 
him,  and  carried  him  off  to  his  grave  on  a spade. 



“I  am  a firm  believer,”  says  Dr.  Cuyler,  “in  the  moral  and  spirit- 
ual influence  of  an  openjb'e.  To  make  home  attractive,  there  must  be 
somewhere  in  the  house  a common  family  rendezvous ; and  that  ought 
to  present  a more  radiant  attraction  than  a black  hole  in  the  floor, 
through  which  hot  air  pours  forth  from  a subterranean  furnace.  Men 
will  fight  for  their  altars  and  their  firesides ; but  what  orator  ever 
invoked  a burst  of  patriotism  in  behalf  of  steam-pipes  and  registers  ? 
I never  cease  to  be  thankful  that  I was  brought  up  beside  the  hickory 
fire  of  a rural  farmhouse.” 
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“I  CAN  never  do  enough  for  my  mother,”  said  a beautiful  girl, 
whose  chief  duty  and  delight  seemed  to  be  to  watch  at  the  bedside  of 
her  declining  parent.  Not  only  did  her  needle  supply  the  delicacies 
needed  in  a sick-room,  but  her  hand  smoothed  the  pillow  and  afforded 
all  those  little  attentions  by  night  and  by  day  which  alleviate  the  rest- 
lessness of  pain.  She  never  needed  to  be  told  or  asked  to  do ; her 
quick  eye  comprehended  every  unspoken  want,  and  her  sympathizing 
love  smiled  consolation  and  strength  to  the  poor  sufferer. 

‘‘You  are  tasking  yourself  too  much,”  said  she. 

“No,  dearest  mother,  I can  never  return  to  you  what  you  have  done 
for  me  in  my  helpless  infancy  and  childhood — nights  of  watching,  days 
of  anxiety,  months  and  years  of  care.” 

‘ ‘ But  it  was  a pleasure  to  me,  my  daughter.  ” 

“Yes,  mother,  and  no  less  do  I prize  the  opportunity  to  repay  it, 
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poorly  as  I am  able and  kissing  lier  mother’s  cheek,  their  tears  of 
tender  love  flowed  out  and  kissed  each  other  also. 

M 

Up  many  flights  of  crazy  stairs 
Where  oft  one’s  head  knocks  unawares, 

With  a rickety  table,  and  without  chairs, 

And  only  a stool  to  kneel  at  prayers — 

Dwells  our  sister. 

There  is  no  carpet  upon  the  floor, 

The  wind  whistles  in  through  the  cracks  of  the  door, 

One  might  reckon  her  miseries  now  by  the  score  ; 

But  who  feels  an  interest  in  one  so  poor  ? 

Yet  she  is  our  sister. 

She  once  was  blooming  and  young  and  fair, 

With  bright  blue  eyes  and  auburn  hair ; 

Now  the  rose  is  eaten  with  cankered  care. 

And  her  face  is  marked  with  a grim  despair — 

Our  poor  sister. 

When  at  early  morning,  to  rest  her  head, 

She  throws  herself  on  her  weary  bed. 

Longing  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  the  dead, 

Since  youth  and  health  and  love  are  fled — 

Pity  our  sister. 

But  the  bright  sun  shines  on  her  and  me. 

And  on  mine  and  hers,  as  on  thine  and  thee ; 

And  whatever  our  lot  in  life  may  be. 

Whether  of  low  or  high  degree. 

Still  she ’s  our  sister,  always  our  sister. 

Pity  her,  succor  her,  pray  for  our  sister. 

M 

In  one  ward  in  the  city  of  New  York,  having  a population  of  more 
than  twenty-one  thousand,  there  are  two  evangelical  churches,  four 
mission  stations,  and  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  grog-shops.  One 
Sabbath,  two  of  these  were  watched  by  the  police  for  five  hours,  and 
nearly  a thousand  persons  entered  them  in  that  time.  Of  these,  over 
four  hundred  were  men,  about  the  same  number  were  women,  over 
eighty  w^ere  boys,  and  sixty  girls.  Faithful  preachers  are  sometimes 
reproached  for  dealing  too  much  with  ‘‘hell  and  damnation;”  but 
what  shall  we  say  of  those  meeting-houses  of  Satan,  where  the  tempt- 
ing cup  is  held  forth  to  make  their  comers  meet  for  perdition  ? 
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A MTTLE  child  had  strayed  into  the  street,  and  unconscious  of  dan- 
ger, had  laid  down  in  the  warm  sun  and  moist  earth.  Presently  a large 
wagon  with  four  horses,  whose  driver  had  tarried  behind  to  drink, 
came  galloping  down  the  hill.  A gentleman  riding  along  the  same 
road,  got  his  gig  hastily  out  of  the  way,  and  seeing  the  child,  looked 
upon  it  as  aheady  trodden  to  death.  A young  carpenter  at  work 
shingling  a shed,  caught  a glance  of  the  same  danger.  Jumping  from 
the  shed,  he  ran  into  the  road  and  snatched  up  the  child,  scarcely  an 
inch  from  the  horses’  hoofs.  A kick  of  the  horse  knocked  him  down  ; 
but  he,  catching  the  child  by  its  clothes,  flung  it  out  of  the  way,  and 
saved  himself  by  rolling  back  with  surprising  agility. 

The  poor  mother  rushed  from  her  wash-tub  just  in  time  to  receive 
her  darling,  and  hugging  it  in  her  arms  as  one  raised  from  the  dead, 
she  uttered  a shriek  of  inexpressible  joy,  and  dropped  down  on  the 
ground. 
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“ Are  you  a relative  of  the  child  ?”  asked  the  gentleman  in  the  gig. 

“No,  sir,”  said  the  young  man. 

“Then  you  must  allow  me  to  show  my  gratitude  for  your  bravery 
and  disinterestedness,”  said  the  gentleman,  taking  out  his  purse  and 
offering  him  the  contents,  nine  or  ten  dollars. 

“No,  I thank  you,  sir,”  said  he  modestly ; “ I have  only  done  what 
it  was  my  duty  to  do.” 

M 

Up. 

A young  man  declined  a partnership  in  a lucrative  business,  in 
order  to  preach  the  gospel.  In  consequence  of  it,  the  lady  to  whom 
he  was  engaged  thought  fit  to  break  the  engagement,  refusing  to  unite 
her  fortunes  with  a poor  man. 

“And  how  do  you  feel  about  it  now  ?”  asked  a friend  a few  years 
after. 

“Oh,”  said  he,  “Christ  has  more  than  made  it  all  up  to  me,  yes,  a 
hundred  times  over.” 

■ M 

f luf  lilac  Buds, 

The  early  winter  broke  drearily  upon  a poor  widow  who  had  lost 
her  all.  “ How  shall  I get  through  it  ?”  she  said  to  herself  one  morn- 
ing, gazing  out  of  the  window-pane  on  the  gray  overhead,  in  which 
she  seemed  to  behold  all  the  long  vista  of  cold  and  storm  and  blast. 
Half  aghast  and  sickened,  she  cast  her  eyes  down,  and  they  fell  on  a 
bush  in  the  yard.  It  was  a small  lilac  bush,  full  of  autumn-formed 
buds.  The  buds  lifted  up  their  brave  little  heads.  “We  shall  get 
through  ; take  heart,  take  heart,”  they  seemed  to  say,  or  so  she  heard. 
And  this  mute  prophecy  of  her  God’s  protecting  love  cleared  the  clouds 
from  her  soul,  and  the  sunshine  of  peace  and  trust  again  stole  in.  k. 

M 

Let  us  cast  off  the  spirit  of  bondage,  and  not  come  to  God  as  slaves 
who  must  serve  him,  but  as  his  redeemed  children,  who  love  to  serve 
him,  and  who  find  his  “service  perfect  freedom.” 

A FLIPPANT  young  man  said  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Parr  that  he 
never  beheved  any  thing  he  did  not  understand. 

“Then  yours  must  be  the  very  shortest  creed  I ever  heard  of,” 
remarked  the  doctor. 


“ The  most  affecting  thought  to  me  on  the  death  of  my  parents 
was,”  says  Dr.  Spring,  “that  I had  lost  their  prayers.'*^ 

Does  it  not  make  Him  dearer  who  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 
for  us  ? 
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Charlie  waked  up  happy,  and  chuckled  merrily,  bobbing  his  curly 
head  over  and  under  the  clothes.  Nurse  put  him  into  the  bath-tub, 
and  he  splashed  and  dashed  in  the  beautiful  water  like  a mermaid. 
And  he  was  dressed  and  combed,  and  went  down  to  breakfast  on  a tip- 
toe of  delight.  Happy  Charlie  ! He  was  happy  just  because  God 
made  him  so  ; and  is  not  that  enough  ? Charlie  sat  up  in  his  high 
chair  by  mamma’s  side,  and  he  looked  wistfully  up  in  her  face. 
“Mamma,”  said  Charlie,  “mayn’t  I please  drink  out  of  my  dear 
new  mug  auntie  sent  me  ?”  “No  matter  about  it  this  morning,”  said 
mother,  quite  intent  pouring  out  the  coffee.  “Only  just  this  once, 
may  n’t  I,  mamma,  ’cause  it  taste  good  ?”  said  the  funny  little  fellow. 
It  was  given  him  the  night  before,  and  quite  likely  Charlie  dreamed 
about  the  pink  boy  and  his  dog  painted  on  the  outside.  Mother  did 
not  mind  Charlie’s  want-it-ever-so-much  look,  I guess,  w^hen  she  said, 
“It  is  up  in  the  closet,  Charlie,  and  there  let  it  stay.” 

Charlie  drank  his  milk  from  his  old  mug,  and  fetched  a little  sigh 
with  every  swallow. 

Charlie,  some  how  or  other,  w^anted  to  sit  in  papa’s  lap  while  they 
sang  the  morning  hymn,  and  look  over  papa’s  book.  Perhaps  he 
wanted  to  lay  his  sorry  little  head  on  papa’s  bosom.  ‘ ‘ Sit  down  on  the 
cricket,  Charlie,”  said  papa,  j)utting  his  little  boy  aside.  And  papa 
sang  on,  while  a little  tear  peeped  out  of  Charlie’s  eye,  which  he 
quickly  killed  with  his  dimpled  fist. 

Papa  was  going  up-street  before  going  to  his  office.  Charlie  heard 
it.  He  was  all  ears.  Couldn’t  he  go  too  ? “Darhng  papa,  mayn’t  I 
go  ?”  seizing  his  father’s  big  hand  in  both  his  little  hands,  and  swing- 
ing a half  circle.  “No,  no,  Charlie,”  said  mother,  “papa  is  in  a 
hurry,  and  he  does  not  want  little  boys  with  him  ; besides,  you  are  not 
dressed.  Your  boots  are  up  stairs.”  “ I get  boots,”  he  cried  in  a flut- 
ter of  hope,  galloping  to  the  door. 

“No,  Charlie,”  said  father;  “you  shall  go  next  time.”  And  the 
little  fellow  went  and  sat  on  the  stairs,  crying  big  disappointed  tears. 
Do  you  wonder  ? 

How  long  after  I cannot  tell,  but  the  little  boy  next  turned  up  in 
the  garden.  Mother  was  in  the  garden  looking  after  her  roses,  when 
she  heard  pat,  pat,  pat  behind  her,  and  looking  round,  there  was  Char- 
lie with  a great  goblet  of  water  spilling  at  every  step  on  his  fresh  clean 
suit ; yes,  and  his  mother’s  nice  rose  soap  in  it.  “Mamma,”  said  the 
unconscious  Charlie,  let  me,  please,  make  bubbles.”  Soap  bub- 
bles, he  meant,  like  those  which  delighted  him  at  little  Mary’s  the 
other  day. 

“O  Charlie,”  said  his  mother,  “what  a mischievous  little  boy! 
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Go  in,  go  in  ! You  have  wetted  yourself  to  the  very  skin  ! You  wiU 
break  the  goblet.  Soap  bubbles  ! No,  no.” 

This  was  too  much  for  Charhe.  ‘‘Naughty,  ugly  mamma,”  he  said, 
throwing  down  the  goblet  in  a gush  of  passionate  excitement.  “I  hate 
you,  I do.”  “ Charlie  !”  said  mother,  grieved  to  the  quick  ; but  Char- 
lie only  grew  more  impetuous,  and  stormed  like  a small  hurricane, 
while  mother  took  him  by  the  arm  and  led  him  into  the  house.  ‘ ‘ He 
is  a terrible  child,”  she  said  to  auntie,  with  tears  in  her  eyes.  “What 
shall  I do  ? Why  does  he  behave  so  ? Darling  Charlie  ! I shall  have 
to  punish  him ;”  and  mother,  I am  sure,  had  rather  have  taken  the 
severest  punishment  herself. 

“Naughty  child!”  said  auntie.  Was  Charlie  so  very  naughty? 
Had  he  not  had  crosses  enough  to  upset  him,  poor  little  fellow  ? 
His  morning  was  rosy  ; he  came  down  stairs  with  a heart  full  of  happy 
love.  Of  course  he  had  his  wants,  little  wants,  to  be  sure,  yet  large 
ones  to  him,  and  real  too — wants  which  cost  nobody’s  comfort — inno- 
cent wants,  growing  out  of  his  little  life  as  naturally  as  the  apple- 
blossoms  grow  on  the  tree.  Is  not  life  made  up  of  wants,-  and  their 
gratification  our  enjoyment  ? And  are  not  you  and  I vexed  and  fret- 
ted by  recurring  disappointments  ? How  would  mother  herself  bear 
repeated  denials,  cold  ones  too,  and  quite  regardless  of  her  feelings  ? 
Yet  neither  mother  nor  father  meant  any  wrong ; no,  no,  they  loved 
the  little  fellow  dearly ; only  they  forgot  what  it  was  to  be  a child — 
forgot  what  large  im23ort  “No,  no,”  often  so  carelessly  spoken,  have  to 
the  little  creatures,  all  whose  joys  and  sorrows  hang  upon  their  verdict. 

Too  frequent  denials  worry,  fret,  and  often  educate  bad  temper  and 
ill-will  in  the  bosom  of  a little  child.  “What,  must  children  always 
have  their  way  ?”  asks  some  excellent  mamma.  Well,  I am  not  advo- 
cating any  such  thing.  H.  c.  k. 


f iwi  It. 

It  is  wonderful  how  cheap  happiness  used  to  be.  It  lay  about  like 
the  sunshine,  within  arm’s  length  of  everybody.  It  used  to  grow  in 
the  field : we  have  found  it  there,  but  not  lately.  Sometimes  five 
speckled  eggs  in  a grassy  nest  constituted  it ; sometimes  four  beautiful 
one  in  the  lilacs.  It  used  to  swim  in  the  brooks,  come  down  in  the 
snow,  patter  in  the  rain,  blossom  in  the  spring  flowers,  ripen  in  apple- 
time, and  fall  in  the  sound  of  dropping  nuts.  What  a world  of  it  used 
to  be  crowded  into  a Saturday  afternoon.  An  old  news]paper  with 
cedar  ribs,  a tail  like  three  bashaws,  and  a penny’s  worth  of  twine,  have 
constituted  many  a time — that  is,  many  an  old  time — the  entire  stock 
in  trade  of  one  perfectly  happy. 
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Above  the  winding  Kiver’s  brink 

The  tall  trees  wave  their  branches  green  ; 

Their  cool  brown  roots,  washed  bare  and  clean, 

Keach  down  through  cooler  depth  to  drink. 

“Behold  how  heavenly  is  my  task,” 

Methinks  the  River  murmurs  low  ; 

“As  God  bestoweth  I bestow  ; 

To  be  like  Him  is  all  I ask.” 

O River,  thou  and  I are  one 
In  sweet  desire  to ‘serve  and  be, 

Yet  every  day  I grieve  to  see 

How  all  my  deeds  do  selfward  run.  Harriet  m’ewen  kimball. 
■ ^ 

ga  lliaiw. 

Soon  after  Samuel  Spring  ventured  to  hope  that  he  had  found  a 
Saviour,  he  gave  his  mother  an  account  of  his  inward  exercises.  She 
listened  with  deep  interest,  and  closed  the  conversation  thus  : ‘ ‘ Every 
Christian  grace  has  its  counterfeit.  You  may  love,  but  it  may  be  a 
selfish  love.  You  may  have  faith,  but  it  may  be  only  the  faith  that 
trembles.  You  may  have  hope  and  joy,  and  yet  they  may  be  spurious  ; 
but  there  is  one  grace  you  cannot  counterfeit.” 

“ What  is  that,  mamma  ?”  asked  the  young  man. 

‘‘The  grace  of  perseverance,  my  son.” 


«at  F«ui«l  grojs  and  IfruiaJiS,. 

When  our  cup  runs  over,  we  let  others  drink  the  drops  that  fall, 
and  we  call  it  charity  ; when  the  crumbs  are  swept  from  our  tables,  wo 
think  it  generous  to  let  the  dogs  eat  them,  as  if  that  were  charity  which 
permits  others  to  have  what  we  cannot  keep ; which  says  to  Ruth, 
“Glean  after  the  young  men  ;”  but  forgets  to  say  to  the  young  men, 
“Let  fall  some  of  the  handfuls  on  purpose  for  her.” 


flij[  0^  a Flpasawt  law?. 

The  best  counter-attraction  to  vicious  haunts  of  evening  dissipation 
is  a.  cheerful,  happy  ho7ne.  If  all  wives  practised  on  this  precept,  there 
would  be  fewer  husbands  driven  off  to  the  club-room  or  card-table  for 
evening  entertainment.  If  all  parents  practised  on  it,  there  would  be 
less  young  men  seen  in  the  bar-rooms,  the  billiard-saloons,  and  the 
theatres. 


46 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


fittp  Niagara 

Is  enough  for  the  continent ; but  it  requires  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  bubbling  fountains  and  gently  running  streams  to  water 
the  farms  and  meadows  and  turn  the  little  spindles  and  grind  the 
grains  of  wheat  and  give  drink  to  man  and  beast,  and  all  these  rippling 
on  every  day  and  night  with  their  quiet,  never- wearying  flow.  So  it  is 
with  the  acts  of  our  hves.  It  is  not  by  great  deeds  good  is  to  be  done, 
but  by  the  daily  virtues,  the  good  qualities,  the  Christian  tempers 
which  make  wholesome  households  and  fertilize  all  the  paths  of  life. 


It  is  a singular  fact  revealed  in  the  last  census  of  the  United  States, 
that  while  there  are  many  thousands  of  Jews  in  the  country,  only  one 
person  who  is  a Jew  is  registered  as  a farmer.  So  literally  is  the  decree 
of  their  dispersion  fulfilled,  that  they  are  strangers  to  that  occupation 
which,  above  all  others,  implies  a resting-place  and  a home. 

One  great  want  of  the  day,  in  every  branch  of  business,  is  not  so 
much  ‘‘smart  young  men,”  as  young  men  who  are  honest  and  trust- 
worthy. 

The  normal  condition  of  a healthy  Christian  is  steady  activity.  As 
soon  as  the  hands  cease  to  work,  they  grow  ^^weak;'^  as  soon  as  the 
“knees”  cease  to  run,  they  grow  “feeble.”  Therefore  “strengthen 
ye  the  weak  hands,  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees.”  How  ? Bible  diet 
and  Bible  duty  are  the  remedy  prescribed  by  the  great  Physician. 
“ Take  up  your  cross  and  follow  me.”  “Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth 
to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might.” 


Hark!  through  the  air  sweet  carols  ring 
To  herald  in  the  Christmas  morr  ; 

“ O Earth,  the  Prince  of  Peace  is  born, 

As  angels  in  old  time  did  sing.” 

“Peace  and  good  will!”  O sobbing  earth, 

The  old  new  message  sweetly  chime. 

Like  joy-bells  throughout  the  Christmas  time. 
And  trusting  claim  thy  second  birth. 

But  hush!  why  sounds  that  passing  knell? 

O dying  year,  thy  throes  of  pain 
Are  ending  with  December’s  reign  ; 

Thy  death  the  New  Year  soon  shall  tell. 

O good  Old  Year,  too  swiftly  flown  ; 

O sad  Old  Year,  too  slowly  passed  ; 

Time  with  his  hour-glass  counts  too  fast 
The  moments  that  are  yet  thine  own. 
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EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

President  of  the  United  States ANDREW  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee. 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States BENJAMIN  E.  WADE,  of  Ohio. 

CABINET. 

-WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD,  of  New  York. 

HUGH  McCULLOCH,  of  Indiana. 

ORVILLE  H.  BROWNING,  of  Illinois. 

GIDEON  WELLES,  of  Connecticut. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  of  Pennsylvania. 

HENRY  STANBERY,  of  Kentucky. 

ALEX’R  W.  RANDALL,  of  Wisconsin. 

JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Chief- Justice SALMON  P.  CHASE,  of  Ohio. 

Associate  Justice SAMUEL  NELSON,  of  New  York. 


•ROBERT  C.  GRIER,  of  Pennsylvania. 
-JAMES  M.  WAYNE,  of  Georgia. 
-NOAH  H.  SWAYNE,  of  Ohio. 
-SAMUEL  H.  MILLER,  of  Iowa. 
DAVID  DAVIS,  of  Illinois. 

-NATHAN  CLIFFORD,  of  Maine. 
-STEPHEN  J.  FIELD,  of  California. 


The  Supreme  Court  holds  one  session  annually  at  Washington,  commencing  on  the  first 
Monday  in  December. 

Congress. — The  apportionment  made  by  Congress  March  4,  1862,  under  the  census  of 
1860,  increases  the  number  of  Representatives  to  243.  There  are  also  8 Delegates  from  the 
Territories,  who  deliberate,  but  have  no  vote.  Since  the  admission  of  Nebraska  as  a state, 
March  1,  1867,  the  Senators  are  74  in  number.  Each  Senator  and  Representative  is  allowed 
$10,000  compensation  for  each  Congress,  (two  years,)  deducting  for  absence.  This  is  an 
increase  of  $2,000  yearly  over  previous  rates;  the  mileage,  however,  has  been  reduced.  The 
Fortieth  Congress  terminates  March  3,  1869. 



European  Armies. — Could  an  arrangement  be  effected  between  the  governments  of 
Europe  to  dismiss  one  half  of  their  military  force,  nearly  two  millions  of  men  would  be  a-t 
once  transferred  from  the  consuming  to  the  productive  class  ; and  over  $300,000,000  removed 
from  the  burdens  of  European  tax-payers — a sum  which  would  suffice  to  add  over  6,000  miles 
to  the  existing  railroad  tracks,  and  to  establish  a free  school  in  every  country  commune. 
Such  a disarmament  is  powerfully  urged  by  the  example  of  the  United  States,  which  many 
of  the  best  foreign  statesmen  enthusiastically  commend. 

An  Earthquake  Zone. — A recent  writer  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  severest 
earthquakes  recorded  as  having  occurred  in  the  northern  hemisphere,  took  place  in  a belt 
of  land  between  37°  and  40°  north  latitude.  He  specifies  first  the  earthquake  in  March, 
1866,  in  the  island  of  Mytilene  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  most  thrifty  and  important  part  of 
the  island  being  covered  now  by  the  sea,  and  over  1,000  lives  lost. 

In  Lisbon,  in  1755,  occurred  the  most  destructive  earthquake  of  modern  times.  A sound 
as  of  thunder  underground  was  heard,  and  in  the  next  six  minutes  the  greater  part  of  the 
city  was  in  ruins,  and  60,000  persons  were  no  more.  With  the  first  shock  the  sea  retired, 
leaving  the  bar  dry,  and  then  rolled  in  with  a gigantic  wave  fifty  feet  high,  which  swept  over 
the  lower  part  of  the  city,  drowning  thousands  of  the  miserable  inhabitants,  who  had  fled  to 
the  streets  and  squares  for  safety.  A great  concourse  of  people  had  collected  on  a new  mar- 
ble quay,  as  a spot  where  they  could  stand  beyond  the  reach  of  falling  ruins,  when  it  sud- 
denly sank,  with  all  who  were  upon  it,  and  it  is  said  that  not  one  of  the  dead  bodies  ever 
floated  to  the  surface.  The  water  above  the  spot  is  now  one  hundred  fathoms  deep.  Over 
100,000  persons  were  destroyed  by  this  earthquake.  Its  effects  were  felt  on  all  sides  to  a 
distance  of  many  hundred  miles  ; the  agitation  reaching  even  to  Great  Britain,  where  lakes. 
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rivers,  and  springs  were  affected  in  the  most  remarkable  manner.  In  Loch  Lomond, 
Scotland,  the  water  suddenly  rose  two  feet  and  four  inches,  and  subsided  below  its  former 
level.  It  was  reported  that  similar  phenomena  were  observed  in  Lake  Champlain,  and  in 
some  ponds  in  Massachusetts. 

The  region  of  Calabria  suffered  terribly  from  some  600  severe  shocks  in  1783-4,  few  houses 
in  the  cities  and  villages  from  the  western  flanks  of  the  Apennines  to  Messina  in  Sicily  being 
left  standing  ; and  over  40,000  persons  perished.  The  island  of  Sicily  and  the  coast  of  Asia 
Minor  in  the  same  latitude  have  often  been  thus  desolated. 

In  the  United  States,  the  only  noteworthy  earthquakes  occurred  in  the  same  belt : one  in 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  in  1811 ; and  one  in  San  Francisco  in  1865. 

Crossing  the  Pacific  ocean  on  the  same  line  of  latitude,  we  find  the  coast  of  Japan  pecu- 
liarly subject  to  these  convulsions,  ^veral  years-  ago,  a submarine  earthquake  occurred 
about  fifty  miles  from  the  coast,  and  drove  in  a huge  wave,  which  destroyed  several  villages 
with  most  of  their  inhabitants.  The  same  wave  left  its  mark  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
Pacific,  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet  in  some  places,  having  travelled  the  entire  distance  at 
the  estimated  rate  of  about  300  miles  an  hour. 

Minute  Division  of  Pabticles. — A drop  of  water  will  take  a perceptible  blue  tint  from 
one  millionth  of  a grain  of  indigo.  Sea  water  contains  silver  only  in  the  proportion  of  one 
part  of  silver  to  every  100,000,000  parts  of  water;  and  yet  its  presence  is  proved  by  chemical 
tests.  A grain  of  gold  may  be  divided  into  95,000,000,000  parts,  each  visible  under  a micro- 
scope. Iron  has  been  rolled  into  sheets  so-  thin  that  it  would  require  200  of  the  sheets  to 
make  the  thickness  of  note-paper. 

Quick  Method  of  Calculating  Interest  by  Days. — Multiply  the  principal  by  the  num- 
ber of  days,  and  divide  the  product — for  5 per  cent.,  by  7,200;  for  6 per  cent.,  by  6,000;  for 
7 per  cent.,  by  5,143;  for  8 per  cent.,  by  4,500;  for  9 per  cent.,  by  4,000;  for  10  per  cent.,  by 
3,600.  Thus  the  interest  of  $120  for  20  days,  at  10  per  cent.,  would  be  120  multiplied  by  20, 
and  the  product,  2,400,  divided  by  3,600,  665  cents. 

Ancient  Masonry.— A recent  traveller  in  Egypt,  in  speaking  of  the  immense  size  of  the 
pyramids,  says  that  the  great  pyramid  of  Cheops,  covering  more  than  twelve  acres  of  land, 
and  rising  nearly  450  feet,  contains  85,000,000  cubic  feet  of  stone;  enough  to  fence  in  3,500 
farms  of  160  acres  each,  or  enough  to  build  over  37,000  houses,  30  by  40  feet:  so  that  this 
single  monstrous  tomb  would  furnish  building  stone  sufficient  for  comfortably  housing  the 
population  of  Boston. 

Local  ANiESTHESiA.— Dr.  Eichardson  of  England  has  successfully  employed  in  more  than 
a hundred  cases  of  surgical  operations  a method  of  producing  merely  local  anaesthesia.  This 
is  accomplished  by  subjecting  the  part  to  the  influence  of  a finely  divided  spray  of  highly 
rectified  ether  of  a specific  gravity  of  0.783.  The  efiect  is  entire  insensibility  in  the  part 
acted  upon,  which  may  be  considered  a species  of  congelation.  Under  the  spell  of  this  “ nar- 
cotic spray,”  a hand  may  be  amputated  in  the  sight  of  the  patient,  without  his  consciousness 
of  pain  during  the  process.  The  importance  of  this  discovery  in  modern  surgery  can  hardly 
be  overestimated,  if  indeed  it  is  subject  to  no  serious  practical  drawbacks. 

Louisiana  Eock-salt. — One  of  the  purest  and  most  important  natural  deposits  of  salt  in 
the  world  is  found  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana,  on  the  Petite  Anse  island.  This  deposit  was 
referred  to  in  French’s  Historical  Eecollections  of  Louisiana.  He  quotes  from  the  papers 
left  by  an  English  voyager  who  visited  the  Mississippi,  or  as  it  was  then  spelt,  Mechacebe, 
in  1698-99.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  all  knowledge  of  this  salt  mine  was  lost  till  after  the 
commencement  of  the  recent  war.  At  that  time  the  residents  of  the  interior,  who  were  una- 
ble to  procure  a supply  of  salt  otherwise,  resorted  thither  for  the  purpose  of  boiling  down 
the  briny  waters  which  gurgled  from  the  base  of  the  island  elevation.  This,  after  some 
investigation  and  experiments  in  well-boring,  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  fact  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  island,  with  the  exception  of  an  upper  layer  of  earth,  was  a complete 
crystal  mass  of  salt.  For  two  years  nearly  the  whole  of  the  trans-Mississippi  was  supplied 
from  this  mine,  no  less  than  21,000,000  pounds  being  taken  from  it  in  the  course  of  three 
months.  Borings  have  extended  over  a great  number  of  acres,  and  the  salt  rock  is  found 
everywhere,  from  fifteen  to  twenty-two  feet  below  the  surface.  At  the  point  where  the 
principal  excavation  was  made,  the  pits  have  been  sunk  through  the  salt  to  the  depth  of 
over  forty  feet,  without  any  indication  of  reaching  the  bottom.  It  is  supposed  that  the  mine 
covers  at  least  one  hundred  acres,  and  there  is  at  present  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
depth  of  the  deposits. 
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Aktesian  Wells  of  Chicago. — These  wells,  now  discharging  1,250,000  gallons  of  water 
daily,  are  about  three  miles  from  the  City  Hall,  and  are  700  feet  deep.  The  water  is  clear 
and  cold,  standing  at  57=“  Fahrenheit,  while  most  other  wells  yield  a water  20  to  40  degrees 
warmer.  It  is  also  a fine  drinking  water,  free  from  ah.  mineral  taints.  From  the  force  with 
which  it  comes  to  the  surface,  it  must  have  a head  of  125  feet  above  the  level  of  lake  Michi- 
gan ; and  as  the  country  for  hundreds  of  miles  around  is  almost  as  level  as.  a prairie,  this 
head  of  water  indicates  either  that  its  source  is  in  the  high  grounds  in  the  far  north  or 
northeast,  or  that  it  is  forced  up  by  some  unknown  subterranean  pressure. 

Effects  of  Tobacco  on  Health. — A paper  read  before  the  French  Academy  of  Medi- 
cine affirms  that  there  has  been  of  late  years  an  enormous  increase  of  smoking  in  France  ; 
and  that  statistics  show  that  in  exact  proportion  to  this  increased  consumption  of  tobacco  is 
the  increase  of  diseases  of  the  nervous  centres — insanity,  paralysis,  paraplegia,  and  soften- 
ing of  the  brain — and  of  certain  cancerous  affections.  The  principal  injurious  element  is 
nicotine.  In  the  hospitals  and  asylums  there  are  numerous  cases  of  progressive  paralysis  ; 
and  whenever  these  have  been  investigated,  their  dependence  on  the  use  of  tobacco  has 
been  rendered  obvious,  it  being  far  more  likely  to  induce  paralysis  than  alcohol  or  absinthe. 

The  Prussian  Needle-gun,  with  which  the  Prussians  accomplished  such  w^onders  in 
their  war  with  Austria,  had  been  in  use  in  that  army  since  1848,  but  had  never  been  fairly 
tested.  It  is  a breech-loading  rifle,  the  cartridge  used  being  made  of  stiff  card-board,  the 
ball,  powder,  and  explosive  composition  being  contained  in  one  and  the  same  cylinder.  Its 
great  peculiarity  is,  that  the  detonating  pow^der  is  placed  immediately  in  rear  of  the  base  of 
the  ball,  and  between  it  and  the  pow^der.  The  advantage  of  this  is,  that  when  the  powder  is 
ignited,  that  portion  next  the  ball,  in  which  combustion  is  first  perfected,  exerts  its  fall  force 
upon  the  projectile,  the  powder  in  the  rear  also  exerting  its  influence,  as  it  becomes  almost 
simultaneously  ignited.  Thus  all  the  pow’dcr  is  consumed  and  applied  to  the  best  effect, 
and  so  as  to  obtain  its  fullest  force  at  the  same  instant  and  in  the  same  direction.  When 
the  trigger  is  pulled,  a stout  needle  is  thrust  through  the  base  of  the  cartridge,  iiarallel  with 
its  axis,  into  the  percussion  charge  by  the  ball,  causing  its  explosion  and  the  ignition  of  the 
powder.  In  accuracy  the  needle-gun  cannot  be  surpassed  ; and  its  effective  range  is  said  to 
be  about  fifteen  hundred  yards.  Soldiers  can  load  and  fire  five  times  a minute  ; and  they 
keep  the  gun  at  the  hip,  and  simply  continue  putting  in  cartridges  and  discharging  them, 
literally  keeping  up  a rain  of  bullets;  so  thatwffien  the  Austrian  attacking  force  came  within 
striking  distance,  there  were  not  enough  men  left  unhurt  to  do  the  required  work.  The 
better  education  and  moral  force  of  the  Prussians,  however,  had  much  to  do  with  their  suc- 
cess, while  the  Austrians  were  disheartened  by  contending  against  superior  weapons.  This 
famous  rifle,  however,  is  believed  to  be  inferior  to  the  Spencer  rifle,  and  some  other  Ameri- 
can breech-loaders. 

Means  of  Attack  and  Defence  in  War. — The  vast  changes  which  a few  years  have 
brought  about  in  the  art  of  w’ar  are  weU  worthy  of  notice,  and  may  be  helping  to  usher  in 
the  day  of  unbroken  peace.  The  range  of  a musket-ball  being  extended  from  200  yards  to 
1,400,  the  old  cannon  became  comparatively  worthless,  for  the  men  who  served  it  were  easily 
reached  by  an  enemy’s  riflemen  as  soon  as  they  came  within  the  old  cannon-range.  It  was 
necessary  to  improve  the  artillery  as  well  as  the  small  arms.  And  as  rauge  and  precision  of 
fire  depend  largely  on  the  strength  of  the  cannon,  one  great  study  has  been  how  to  secure 
the  greatest  strength  with  least  bulk.  By  increasing  the  charge  of  powder,  and  using  heavy 
elongated  shot  and  rifled  barrels,  the  limits  of  strength  of  ordinary  cast  iron  and  bronze 
were  soon  reached.  Then  a stronger  cannon  was  made,  by  the  use  of  steel,  by  winding  coils 
of  wrought  iron  around  the  central  cylinder,  and  by  forcing  a series  of  hoops  over  the  cen- 
tral cylinder,  each  tighter  than  that  within  it;  and  the  best  gun  that  can  now  be  made  w'ould 
probably  be  a barrel  of  cast  iron  or  steel,  enclosed  and  compressed  by  cylinders  of  wrought 
iron  hardened  by  cold  hammering  and  severe  stretching. 

The  form  and  material  for  cannon-balls  and  shells  have  been  the  subject  of  numerous 
experiments,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  those  made  in  England  with  the  Palliser  shot 
and  shell.  These  are  formed  of  “ chilled  iron,”  and  proved  more  effective  than  the  hardened 
steel  cylindrical  shot,  with  round  or  flat  heads.  These  last  failed  to  penetrate  through  thq 
target ; some  glanced  off,  and  all  were  broken  or  bulged  out  of  shape  : but  the  Palliser 
chilled-iron  shot  were  in  no  case  broken  or  altered  in  shape,  but  all  penetrated  the  target- 
plate  of  rolled  wrought  iron  eight  inches  thick.  Against  such  shot  the  sides  of  the  Warrior 
and  most  other  English  armor-plated  ships  would  afford  almost  as  little  protection  as  the  old 
wooden  ships.  To  resist  them  effectually,  the  armor  of  defence  must  be  thicker,  or  made 
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of  tougher  materials,  or  so  adjusted  that  shot  must  strike  it  obliquely  and  glance  off.  Such 
armor  will  soon  be  required  for  sea-coast  and  harbor  fortifications,  as  well  as  for  ships-of-war. 

The  Last  Revolutionahy  Pensioner. — Announcement  is  made  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Downing  of  Amsterdam,  New  York,  on  the  Mohawk  river,  aged  105  years.  In  the 
Convention  of  New  York  in  1821,  for  the  revision  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Van  Buren  said, 
“In  fifteen  years  the  grave  will  have  covered  all  those  who  now  survive” — a prediction 
from  which  no  one  expressed  any  dissent.  Time  has  shown  how  little  any  of  us  know  how 
long  we  have  to  live. 

Foreign  Immigration. — The  number  of  foreign  immigrants  who  arrived  at  the  port  of 
New  Y’ork  during  the  year  1866,  up  to  December  12,  was  235,111 — larger  than  in  any  previous 
year,  excepting  during  the  prevalence  of  the  Irish  famine.  The  last  year’s  immigrants 
mostly  came  to  this  country  to  labor,  and  were  in  good  health  and  in  comfortable  pecuniary 
circumstances.  The  number  of  immigrants  who  have  arrived  in  this  country  from  Europe 
within  the  last  twenty  years  has  been  3,632,836.  The  largest  number  was  in  1854,  amount- 
ing to  319,223;  and  the  smallest  in  1861,  being  65,529. 

Temperance  best  for  Travellers. — Bruce,  the  celebrated  African  traveller,  in  giving 
advice  to  strangers  about  to  visit  “the  putrid  climates  of  Lower  Arabia,  Abyssinia,  Sennaar, 
and  Egypt  itself,”  says,  “I  lay  down  as  a positive  rule  of  health,  that  spirits  and  all  fer- 
mented liquors  should  be  regarded  as  poisonous ; and  for  fear  of  temptation,  not  so  much 
as  to  be  carried  along  with  you,  unless  for  outward  application.  Spring  or  running  water  if 
you  can  find  it,  is  to  be  your  only  drink.” 

“Scattered  towards  all  Winds.” — A Jew  who  accompanied  a German  traveller  in 
Africa,  found  near  the  boundary  of  Barbary  a large  number  of  Jewish  negroes.  They  have 
their  synagogues  and  their  rabbis,  and  nearly  every  family  had  the  law  of  Moses  written  on 
parchment.  Their  explanation  of  their  history  is,  that  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  at 
the  time  of  the  first  captivity,  some  of  their  ancestors  fled  to  the  desert,  where,  from  the 
great  fatigue  they  endured,  nearly  all  the  females  died.  They  were  kindly  received  by  the 
native  Africans,  with  whom  they  intermarried;  so  that  now,  while  the  form  of  their  features 
is  quite  different  from  that  of  the  negroes  around  them,  the  children  of  Shem  cannot  be  dis- 
tinguished from  those  of  Ham  by  their  color. 

Asylums  for  Inebriates  are  springing  up  in  several  states,  similar  to  that  at  Bingham- 
ton, N.  Y.  The  opening  of  this  institution  at  once  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  such  an 
asylum,  for  it  was  immediately  filled  with  persons  from  the  most  respectable  classes  in  soci- 
ety, who  felt  their  need  of  restraint  to  save  them  from  ruin  by  drunkenness.  It  was  mani- 
fest that  an  inordinate  love  for  strong  drink  was  fearfully  prevalent  among  the  rich  and 
refined ; and  this  experiment  has  proved  that  reformation  in  such  a retreat  is  possible,  and 
may  be  permanent.  In  1865  the  inmates  were  thus  classed:  8 judges,  197  lawyers,  226  doc- 
tors, 39  ministers,  340  merchants,  446  farmers,  680  mechanics,  240  “gentlemen,”  and  805 
women  ! This  asylum  is  for  those  only  who  are  able  to  pay  their  own  expenses  j no  provis- 
ion having  yet  been  made  for  the  poor. 

Decent  Inventions. — A New  Cement,  called  “the  Zopissa  Iron  Cement,”  said  to  be  capa- 
ble of  joining  any  two  solids  however  dissimilar — such  as  wood,  brick,  iron,  stone,  or  glass — 
inseparably  and  with  equal  facility.  Water-tight  tubes,  boxes,  and  other  articles,  are  made 
of  paper  saturated  and  covered  with  this  cement  in  solution. 

Steel  Rails,  for  railway  tracks,  are  found  to  be  excellent  substitutes  for  iron  rails.  The 
latter  usually  wear  out  in  seven  or  eight  years ; while  steel  rails,  though  costing  twice  as 
much,  last  five  times  as  long — or  according  to  some  exi3eriments,  twenty  times  as  long.  The 
same  reasons,  it  is  thought,  will  lead  to  the  use  of  steel  axles,  wheels,  and  tires  for  iron. 

Petroleum  as  a Fuel. — Boilers  have  been  prepared  for  the  generation  of  steam  by 
petroleum,  and  the  experiments  in  its  use  are  reported  as  resulting  so  favorably  as  to  sug- 
gest the  probability  that  this  substance  will  be  largely  used  Instead  of  coal  for  steamers, 
especially  on  long  voyages. 

Steam  Fire-proof  Safes  are  now  constructed  with  the  Inner  safe  enclosed  In  several 
successive  walls,  between  which  are  metallic  boxes  containing  water.  If  a'fire  occurs,  the 
water  is  gradually  converted  into  steam—which  escapes  it-om  the  doors  and  by  valves,  and 
penetrating  the  whole  safe  keeps  its  contents  at  about  the  temperature  of  boiling  water,  till 
the  liquid  is  exhausted — which  is  found  to  be  a slow  process — a safe  of  this  kind  having 
been  kept  externally  red  hot  for  four  hours,  and  its  contents  then  taken  out  uninjured. 
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Tunnel  at  Chicago. — This  tunnel,  to  bring  into  Chicago  pure  water  of  lake  Michigan 
from  a point  two  miles  from  the  shore,  is  one  of  the  triumphs  of  engineering  skill  and  enter- 
prise which  mark  the  present  age.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  shore  end  in  March,  1864, 
the  perpendicular  shaft  being  some  80  feet  deep  and  8 or  9 feet  in  diameter.  At  the  lake  end, 
a huge  triple  crib  or  coffer-dam,  of  immense  strength,  built  on  shore  and  floated  out,  was 
sunk  to  rest  on  the  bottom,  and  firmly  moored ; and  within  this,  a similar  strong  iron  cylin- 
der was  forced  down  into  the  bed  of  the  lake  to  the  requisite  depth,  66  feet,  and  pumped  dry; 
and  then  the  construction  of  the  tunnel  proper  commenced  at  both  ends.  This  is  of  brick, 
and  is  5 feet  in  diameter.  Work  was  carried  on  day  and  night,  and  the  workmen  met  in 
the  centre  November  17,  1866 — the  variation  from  perfect  accuracy  in  the  meeting  of  the 
two  sections  being  only  9^-  inches  horizontally  and  one  inch  perpendicularly.  It  will  fur- 
nish, if  necessary,  50,000  gallons  of  water  daily,  and  cost  about  $1,000,000. 

Washington  Aqueduct. — The  city  of  Washington  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Poto- 
mac, at  a dam  across  the  falls  13  miles  above  the  city,  with  two  reservoirs.  The  bridge  over 
the  Cabin  John  creek  has  one  stone  arch  with  a span  of  220  feet,  making  the  largest  arch  in 
existence.  From  the  distributing  reservoir  the  water  is  conveyed  in  two  30-inch  pipes;  and 
on  crossing  two  creeks  in  the  route,  instead  of  building  a bridge  and  laying  the  pipes  on  it, 
the  pipes  themselves  are  cast  in  the  form  of  an  arch  and  constitute  the  bridge — that  over 
Eock  creek  being  so  strong  that  a carriage-road  is  laid  over  it.  It  was  commenced  in  1853, 
and  finished  iurten  years,  and  furnishes  67,000,000  gallons  daily. 

Pneumatic  Railways  are  proving  successful,  conveying  letters  and  merchandise  with 
great  celerity  and  cheapness,  and  with  perfect  security — for  collisions  are  impossible,  and 
the  cars  cannol  run  off  the  track.  The  Pneumatic  Dispatch  Company  of  London  has  been 
carrying  mails  and  parcels  for  three  or  four  years,  and  has  proved  that  passengers  also  can 
be  safely  conveyed. 

Sewing-Machines. — The  inventor  of  the  first  sevsdng-machine,  Elias  Howe,  Jr.,  began  to 
study  the  matter  in  1840,  and  to  work  constantly  to  put  his  ideas  into  a working  model  in 
1844.  The  first  machine  completed  in  1845,  is  still  preserved,  and  works  as  well  though  not 
so  fast  as  the  latest  and  most  improved  machines.  With  all  his  efforts,  however,  years 
passed  before  he  could  sell  a single  machine  ; in  nine  years — years  of  hardship,  poverty,  and 
trials  innumerable — it  began  to  yield  him  a subsistence.  Now,  the  invention  yields  him  a 
fortune  every  year.  It  is  doing  the  work  of  millions  of  hands,  and  its  benefits  are  enjoyed 
by  every  civilized  country  of  the  globe.  Some  300  sewing-machines,  it  is  estimated,  are  now 
made  in  the  United  States  every  working  day  of  the  year — the  fruits  of  a suggestion  lodged 
in  an  American  mechanic’s  mind,  patiently  elaborated  for  months  in  a garret,  and  heroicafiv 
clung  to  for  years,  till  the  world  was  compelled  to  appreciate  it. 

Resources  of  California. — Eighteen  years  ago,  the  wealth  of  California  was  stated  in 
thousands  of  dollars  ; nowit  is  over  $200,000,000.  Then,  little  land  was  cultivated;  now, 
over  six  millions  of  acres.  Then,  the  state  imported  her  breadstuff's;  in  1866  she  raised 
12,000,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  4,600,000  of  barley — shipping  large  quantities  of  wheat  and 
flour  to  New  York  and  to  Liverpool.  The  estimated  value  of  her  agricultural  yield  for  1866 
was  $54,000,000,  exceeding  that  of  her  gold  crop  by  several  millions.  The  soil  and  climate 
are  finely  adapted  for  the  culture  of  the  grape,  and  there  are  over  25,000,000  of  vines  now  in 
the  state.  Besides  the  inexhaustible  gold  mines,  minerals  and  metals  of  almost  every  kind 
are  found,  some  of  them  in  abundance.  From  its  sunny  valleys  to  its  snow-clad  peaks,  it 
has  a wide  range  of  temperature,  but  its  climate  is  everywhere  salubrious,  and  it  has  already 
a population  of  over  half  a million.  Seeds  from  her  giant  trees  over  300  feet  high  and  25  feet 
in  diameter,  have  been  planted  and  have  germinated  in  our  eastern  soil,  and  by  their  rapid 
growth  promise  to  become  as  large  as  the  parent  trees — a process  which  will  occupy  2,225 
years ! 

Lighting  Gas  by  Electricity.— The  dome  of  the  capitol  at  Washington  is  lit  within  by 
1,100  gas  jets,  in  three  tiers  of  burners  around  the  dome — 45,  80,  and  165  feet  from  the  floor, 
and  invisible  from  below.  The  apparatus  for  lighting  them  is  connected  with  a dial-plate 
two  feet  square,  with  eleven  keys ; one  in  the  centre,  bringing  the  battery  into  operation, 
and  the  others  turning  on  and  off  the  gas,  and  the  electricity,  to  each  of  the  tiers  of  burn- 
ers. Each  burner  has  an  indestructible  lava  tip,  which  serves  as  insulator,  and  an  insulated 
coil  of  platinum  wire  adjacent  to  the  orifice  of  the  gas.  The  electrical  current  being  direct- 
ed through  a given  tier  of  burners,  all  these  platinum  coils  become  red  hot ; and  the  gas 
being  turned  on,  the  whole  300  jets  are  lighted  in  an  instant. 
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Facts  about  the  Atlantic  Telegraph.— The  successful  laying  of  the  Atlantic  Telegraph 
cable  was  the  grandest  scientific  achievement  of  the  year  1866,  and  is  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  interests  of  commerce  and  of  Christian  civilization.  The  great  enterprise  had  its  ori- 
gin in  an  American  mind,  Cyrus  W.  Field,  and  was  carried  on  for  several  years  by  American 
capital.  It  took  two  and  a half  years  to  construct  a telegraph  route  from  Nova  Scotia  to  St. 
John’s  in  Newfoundland — 400  miles  through  a tangled  wilderness,  and  under  the  gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence.  The  telegraphic  plateau  was  discovered,  and  the  fii*st  soundings  across  the 
Atlantic  made  by  vessels  of  the  American  navy.  After  1856,  the  project  found  friends  in 
England;  government  gave  the  use  of  its  best  ships,  and  capitalists  furnished  the  necessary 
funds  with  great  liberality  and  perseverance,  notwithstanding  many  obstacles  and  repeated 
failures. 

In  1858,  after  three  trials,  a cable  was  successfully  laid  across  the  ocean,  and  a few  messa- 
ges were  sent  through  it — the  occasion  being  celebrated  all  over  the  land  with  memorable 
enthusiasm;  this,  however,  soon  died  out  in  doubts,  ridicule,  and  almost  despair — the  cable 
spoke  but  feebly  at  first,  and  soon  became  speechless  and  dead.  Soon  after  followed  our 
great  war,  and  though  half  a million  of  dollars  was  raised  here  towards  a new  cable,  nothing 
could  have  been  done  but  for  the  noble  gifts  of  several  English  merchants,  gained  by  Mr. 
Field’s  faith  and  zeal. 

In  1865,  the  second  cable  was  partly  laid,  1,200  miles  of  the  whole  1,800,  when  suddenly  it 
parted  and  was  lost.  This  was  a terrible  blow.  But  after  a little  delay  a new  company 
resumed  the  work,  and  prosecuted  it  so  vigorously,  that  in  five  months  a new  and  improved 
cable  was  prepared,  shipped  on  the  Great  Eastern,  stretched  across  the  Atlantic,  and  bore 
messages  with  lightning  speed  from  continent  to  continent. 

The  next  thing  was,  to  recover  and  complete  the  cable  lost  the  year  before ; and  this  dif- 
ficult task  was  triumphantly  accomplished.  Science  guided  the  vessels  to  the  exact  spot 
where  the  end  was  lost;  strong  grapnels  and  cables  were  employed,  and  after  they  had  been 
cast  thirty  times  it  was  effectually  secured,  at  about  midnight  August  31;  and  26  hours  after 
it  was  safely  on  deck.  The  scene,  as  described  by  Mr.  Field,  is  worth  reproducing. 

“ What,”  he  says,  “ was  the  anxiety  of  those  twenty-six  hours ! The  strain  on  every  man’s 
life  was  like  the  strain  on  the  cable  itself.  When  finally  it  appeared,  it  was  midnight;  the 
lights  of  the  ship,  and  in  the  boats  around  our  bows,  as  they  flashed  in  the  faces  of  the  men, 
showed  them  eagerly  watching  for  the  cable  to  appear  on  the  water.  At  length  it  was 
brought  to  the  surface.  All  who  were  allowed  to  approach  crowded  forward  to  see  it.  Yet 
not  a word  was  spoken ; only  the  voices  of  the  oflBicers  in  command  were  heard  giving  orders. 
All  felt  as  if  life  and  death  hung  on  the  issue.  It  was  only  when  it  was  brought  over  the 
bow  and  on  to  the  deck  that  men  dared  to  breathe.  Even  then  they  hardly  believed  their 
eyes.  Some  crept  towards  it  to  feel  of  it,  to  be  sure  it  was  there.  Then  we  carried  it  along 
to  the  electrician’s  room,  to  see  if  our  long  sought  for  treasure  was  alive  or  dead.  A few 
minutes  of  suspense,  and  a flash  told  of  the  lightning  current  again  set  free.  Then  did  the 
feeling  long  pent  up  burst  forth.  Some  turned  away  their  heads  and  wept.  Others  broke 
into  cheers,  and  the  cry  ran  from  man  to  man,  and  was  heard  down  in  the  engine-rooms, 
deck  below  deck,  and  from  the  boats  on  the  water,  and  the  other  ships,  while  rockets  lighted 
up  the  darkness  of  the  sea.  Then  with  thankful  hearts  we  turned  our  faces  again  to  the 
west.  But  soon  the  wind  rose,  and  for  thirty-six  hours  we  were  exposed  to  all  the  dangers 
of  a storm  on  the  Atlantic.  Yet,  in  the  very  height  and  fury  of  the  gale,  as  I sat  in  the  elec- 
tricians’ room,  a flash  of  light  came  up  from  the  deep,  which,  having  crossed  to  Ireland, 
came  back  to  me  in  mid-ocean,  telling  that  those  so  dear  to  me,  whom  I had  left  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson,  were  well,  and  following  us  with  their  wishes  and  their  prayers.  This  was 
like  a whisper  of  God  from  the  sea,  bidding  me  keep  heart  and  hope.  The  Great  Eastern  bore 
herself  proudly  through  the  storm,  as  if  she  knew  that  the  vital  cord  which  was  to  join  two 
hemispheres  hung  at  her  stern;  and  so,  on  Saturday,  the  7th  of  September,  we  brought  our 
second  cable  safely  to  the  shore.” 

Since  that  time  the  cables  have  not  failed  for  a single  hour  or  minute;  all  the  delays  have 
been  on  the  land  route,  this  side  of  the  ocean.  One  hour  is  considered  ample  time  to  send 
a message  from  New  York  to  London  and  get  a reply,  allowing  one-third  of  the  hour  for  the 
messengers  to  carry  the  dispatch  and  reply. 

In  proof  of  the  perfection  of  the  cable,  Mr.  Field  states  that  while  electricians  at  first 
thought  it  would  almost  require  a stroke  of  lightning  to  send  a signal  through  2,000  miles  of 
wire  across  the  Atlantic,  a message  had  now  been  sent  from  Ireland  to  America  and  back, 
with  a battery  formed  in  a lady’s  thimble;  and  more  recently,  by  a battery  made  in  a per- 
cussion-cap, with  a strip  of  zinc  excited  by  a drop  of  liquid  no  larger  than  a tear ! 
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Lightning-eods. — A good  lightning-rod  must  be  of  good  conducting  material — continu- 
ous throughout,  and  without  links  or  hooks — of  considerable  size,  and  square  rather  than 
round — insulated  from  the  building — with  projecting  points  six  or  seven  feet  apart;  which 
provide  both  for  receiving  the  horizontal  charges  of  lightning,  and  for  passing  oif  into  the 
air  the  upward  strokes  from  the  earth  which  sometimes  occur.  It  should  have  its  upper 
end  projecting  freely  into  the  air,  with  points  tipped  with  silver  or  gold  to  prevent  corro- 
sion; each  branch,  to  a chimney  or  gable,  should  be  perfectly  united  with  the  main  rod; 
every  prominent  part  of  the  house  should  be  shielded  by  the  rod,  and  if  a large  building,  a 
rod  should  run  to  the  ground  at  each  corner;  and  in  all  cases  it  should  end  in  a spring  or 
drain,  or  at  a depth  in  the  ground  where  it  is  always  moist. 

Persons  have  been  struck  by  lightning  while  lying  on  a feather-bed,  or  sitting  near  a 
closed  window. 

Suspension  Bridge  at  Cincinnati. — This  grand  work  across  the  Ohio  river  to  Covington, 
has  one  of  the  longest  single  spans  in  the  world,  the  distance  from  the  one  supporting  tower 
to  that  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  being  1,057  feet.  The  bridge  is  36  feet  wide,  and  100 
feet  above  low  water.  The  two  cables  are  124:  inches  ip  diameter.  Cost,  $2,000,000. 

Why  Bees  work  in  the  Dark. — Honey  fresh  from  the  comb  is  a clear  yellow  syrup, 
without  a trace  of  sugar  in  it.  Afterwards,  however,  it  gradually  assumes  a crystalline 
appearance,  and  at  last  becomes  a sohd  lump  of  sugar.  It  has  not  been  suspected  that  this 
change  was  due  to  the  chemical  action  of  light ; but  this  proves  to  be  the  case.  An  experi- 
menter enclosed  honey  in  stoppered  flasks,  some  of  which  he  kept  in  perfect  darkness,  while 
others  have  been  exposed  to  the  hght.  The  invariable  results  have  been  that  the  sunned 
portion  rapidly  crystallizes,  while  that  kept  in  the  dark  has  remained  perfectly  liquid.  We 
now  see  why  bees  are  so  careful  to  work  in  perfect  darkness,  and  why  they  are  so  careful  to 
obscure  the  glass  windows  which  are  sometimes  placed  in  their  hives.  The  existence  of 
their  young  depends  on  the  liquidity  of  the  saccharine  food  presented  to  them,  and  if  light 
were  allowed  access  to  this,  the  syrup  would  gradually  acquire  a more  or  less  solid  consist- 
ency; it  would  seal  up  the  cells,  and  in  all  probability  i^rove  fatal  to  the  inmates  of  the  hive. 

New  Artificial  Lights. — Besides  the  magnesium  and  the  calcium  light,  a very  brilliant 
light  for  photography  is  made  by  burning  a mixture  of  24  i>arts  well-dried  and  powdered 
nitrate  of  potash,  with  *seven  parts  flowers  of  sulphur,  and  six  of  red  sulphuret  of  arsenic; 
and  another  by  a mixture  of  phosphorus  and  nitrate  of  potash.  A quarter  of  a pound  of 
this  last  mixture,  costing  ten  cents,  burnt  for  over  five  minutes  with  so  intense  a light  that 
its  reflection  was  seen  for  two  miles  around,  and  the  fire-engines  hurried  to  the  spot.  The 
sky  “looked  like  a mass  of  fire,”  and  all  around  appeared  in  a blaze  of  light.  The  photo- 
graph taken  during  this  startling  illumination  “came  out”  as  vividly  as  any  picture  taken 
in  a bright  day.  It  may  not  be  long  before  our  cities  are  thus  illuminated,  a few  of  these 
brilliant  lights  on  elevated  points  rendering  gas-lights  unnecessary,  at  least  in  all  the  streets 
and  squares. 

Science  in  Aid  of  Justice. — In  a recent  murder  trial  in  England,  a hatchet  was  produced 
in  evidence,  supposed  to  have  been  used  in  the  criminal  act.  Certain  spots  or  stains  on  the 
handle  were  examined  by  the  micro-spectroscope,  and  furnished  undeniable  evidence  that 
the  hatchet  had  been  stained  with  human  blood.  “There  is  no  darkness  where  the  workers 
of  iniquity  can  hide  themselves.”  Each  new  discovery  of  these  mysteries  of  nature  is  a 
fresh  revelation  of  the  omniscience  of  the  Creator,  and  reminds  us  that  to  his  view  the  wit- 
nesses and  records  of  human  crimes  are  far  more  numerous  than  we  can  now  conceive. 

Photograph  of  a Cannon-ball. — The  photographic  art  is  now  so  perfected,  that  it  is 
possible  to  take  a picture  of  a cannon-ball  as  it  emerges  from  the  cannon,  and  to  ascertain 
with  precision  its  path  through  the  air  and  the  time  it  occupies  in  passing  from  one  given 
point  to  another.  In  one  picture  taken,  the  front  edge  of  the  emerging  ball  was  a little 
clouded,  while  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  the  recoil  not  yet  having  commenced,  was  sharp 
and  distinct. 

Submarine  Photography. — A French  artist  contrives  to  take  photographs  of  sunken 
ships  which  it  is  proposed  to  explore  and  remove  or  raise,  by  descending  to  the  necessary 
depth  in  a strong  sheet-iron  box,  with  thick  glass  windervs,  through  which  the  view  is  read- 
ily secured  by  the  aid  of  a strong  electrical  light. 

In  the  Mammoth  Cave  of  Kentucky,  views  of  all  the  most  attractive  points  are  obtained, 
by  means  of  magnesium  lights  and  powerful  reflectors. 
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Losses  by  Fire  in  1866,  in  amounts  of  $20,000  and  over,  were  unprecedentedly  large — 
500  fires  involving  a loss  of  $66,110,000 

Railroad  Accidents  in  1866  were  85  in  number,  in  which  115  persons  were  killed  and 
607  were  injured. 

Steamboat  Accidents,  not  at  sea,  were  23  in  number,  in  which  663  were  killed  and  156 
injured. 

National  Debts. — According  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  Chancellor  of  the  English  Exchequer, 
the  debt  of  Prussia  is  $215,000,000,  or  nearly  $12  per  head;  of  Russia,  $1,395,000,000,  or  $23 
per  head;  of  Italy,  $760,000,000,000,  or  $34  per  head;  of  Portugal,  $175,000,000,  or  nearly  $40 
pei;  head;  of  Austria,  $1,580,000,000,  or  $45  per  head;  of  France,  $2,400,000,000,  or  $53  per 
head;  of  Turkey,  $255,000,000,  or  $115  per  head;  of  Holland,  $425,000,000,  or  $121  per  head; 
of  the  United  States,  $3,000,000,000,  or  $100  per  head;  of  Great  Britain,  -$3,994,945,000,  or 
$125  per  head.  The  British  people  have  never  raised  more  than  $370,000,000  of  revenue  in 
a year,  exclusive  of  loans.  Our  people  raised  a revenue  in  1866  at  the  rate  of  $540,000,000. 

Effect  of  Sunshine  on  Fire. — It  is  a popular  notion  that  sunshine  .deadens  a fire;  so 
that  a fire  in  a grate,  in  a room  with  a southern  exposure,  will  burn  briskly  at  all  times 
except  the  few  hours  nearest  to  noon.  Many  facts  of  this  kind  are  noticed.  But  the  retar- 
dation of  the  combustion,  as  experiments  show,  is  not  due  to  any  direct  action  of  the  sun 
upon  the  fire,  but  to  the  lessening  of  the  draught — by  heating  the  walls  and  roof,  and  draw- 
ing off  the  internal  air  at  every  crack  and  crevice  and  window,  while  ordinarily  its  chosen 
egress  is  through  the  heated  chimney. 

All  Things  in  Motion. — Of  absolute  rest,  Mr.  Grove  tells  us,  nature  gives  us  no  evi- 
dence. All  matter,  as  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  is  ever  in  movement,  not  merely  in  masses,  as 
with  the  planetary  spheres,  but  also  molecularly,  or  throughout  its  most  intimate  structure. 
Thus  every  alternation  of  temperature  produces  a molecular  change  throughout  the  whole 
substance  heated  or  cooled.  Slow  chemical  or  electrical  actions — actions  of  light  or  invisi- 
ble radiant  forces,  are  always  at  play ; so  that,  as  a fact,  we  cannot  predicate  of  any  portion 
of  matter,  that  it  is  absolutely  at  rest. 

Depths  of  the  Sea. — A French  journal  says  that  the  soundings  for  the  new  trans-Atlan- 
tic cable  have  enabled  comparisons  to  be  made  of  the  depths  of  the  different  seas.  Gener- 
ally speaking,  they  are  not  of  any  great  depth  in  the  neighborhood  of  continents.  Thus  the 
Baltic,  between  Germany  and  Sweden,  is  only  120  feet  deep;  and  the  Adriatic,  between  Ven- 
ice and  Trieste,  130  feet.  The  greatest  depth  of  the  channel  between  France  and  England 
does  not  exceed  300  feet,  while  to  the  southwest  of  Ireland,  where  the  sea  is  open,  the  depth 
is  more  than  2,000  feet.  The  seas  to  the  south  of  Europe  are  much  deeper  than  those  in 
the  interior.  In  the  narrowest  part  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  the  depth  is  only  1,000  feet, 
while  a little  more  to  the  east  it  is  3,000  feet.  On  the  coast  of  Spain  the  depth  is  nearly  6,000 
feet.  At  250  miles  south  of  Nantucket,  no  bottom  was  found  at  7,000  feet.  The  greatest 
depths  of  all  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  Southern  ocean.  To  the  west  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  16,000  feet  have  been  measured,  and  to  the  west  of  St.  Helena,  27,000.  Dr.  Young 
estimates  the  average  depth  of  the  Atlantic  at  25,000  feet,  and  of  the  Pacific  at  20,000. 

Splitting  Cast-iron  with  Water. — Advantage  has  recently  been  taken  in  France  of  the 
non-compressibility  of  water  to  effect  the  reduction  of  large  masses  of  cast-iron.  The 
method,  which  is  simple  and  ingenious,  consists  in  drilling  a hole  in  the  mass  for  about  one- 
third  of  its  thickness,  and  filling  the  hole  with  water ; then  closing  it  with  a steel  plug  which 
fits  very  accurately,  and  letting  the  ram  of  a pile-driver  faU  on  the  plug.  The  first  blow, 
separates  the  cast-iron  into  two  pieces. 

Jarring  Pianos. — The  unpleasant  jarring  often  heard  when  particular  keys  of  a piano 
are  struck,  is  sometimes  occasioned  by  the  sympathetic  vibration  of  a loose  pane  of  glass  or 
sorrie  other  object  in  the  room,  which  is  called  into  action  when  its  own  note  is  struck.  On 
approaching  the  finger-nail  carefully  to  the  glass,  it  will  be  found  vibrating ; and  the  ear 
being  brought  close  to  it,  it  wiU  be  heard  distinctly  to  give  out  the  precise  sound  of  the  note 
struck  on  the  piano. 

Wonders  of  Telegraphy. — On  the  30th  of  July,  1866,  Mr.  Cyrus  W.  Field  received  a mes- 
sage of  congratulation  from  Mr.  Ferdinand  de  Lesseps,  the  projector  of  the  Suez  Canal.  It 
was  dated  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt  at  half-past  1 "h.  m.,  and  received  in  Newfoundland  at  half- 
past 10  A.  M.  the  same  day.  Let  us  look  at  the  globe,  and  see  over  what  a space  that  message 
flew.  It  came  from  the  land  of  the  Pharaohs  and  the  Ptolemies;  it  passed  along  the  shores 
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of  Africa,  and  under  the  Mediterranean  sea  more  than  a thousand  miles,  to  Malta;  it  then 
leaped  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  shot  across  Italy,  over  the  Alps  and  through  France, 
under  the  Etglish  Channel  to  London;  it  then  flashed  across  England  and  Ireland,  till  from 
the  cliffs  of  Valentia  it  struck  straight  into  the  Atlantic,  darting  down  the  submarine  moun- 
tain which  lies  off  the  coast,  and  over  all  the  hills  and  valleys  which  he  beneath  the  watery 
plain,  resting  not  till  it  touched  the  shore  of  the  New  World.  In  that  morning’s  flight  it  had 
passed  over  one-fourth  of  the  earth’s  surface,  and  so  far  outstripped  the  sun  in  its  course, 
that  it  reached  its  destination  three  hours  before  it  was  sent ! To  understand  this,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  earth  revolves  from  west  to  east;  and  when  it  is  sunrise  here,  it  is 
between  8 and  9 o’clock  in  Egypt;  and  when  it  is  sunset  here,  it  is  nearly  9 o’clock  in  the 
evening  there. — Independent. 

Labge  Incomes. — The  London  Spectator  states  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Roths- 
childs, the  noted  Jewish  bankers,  the  income  return  of  Mr.  A.  T.  Stewart  of  New  York  of 
over  four  million  dollars,  is  probably  the  largest  annual  business  income  in  the  world,  and 
that  no  uncrowned  person  has  an  income  approaching  it.  It  states  that  in  England  332,431 
persons  pay  income-tax,  and  the  average  income  of  each  is  $1,595.  There  are  but  107  men 
who  return  over  $250,000  a year  ; 183  between  $25,000  and  $250,000;  627  between  $20,000 
and  $25,000  : 1,438  between  $15,000  and  $20,000  ; 2,204  between  $10,000  and  $15,000;  and 
7,374  between  $5,000  and  $10,000. 

Many  a Little  makes  a Mickle. — The  little  tax  of  one  cent  on  every  box  of  matches 
netted  the  government  $15,000,000  in  1866. 

The  Money-order  System. — Some  of  the  objectionable  features  of  this  popular  mode  of 
sending  money  through  the  Post-office  have  been  removed.  The  amount  which  can  be  sent 
has  been  increased  from  $30  to  $50.  Orders  from  $L  to  $20  are  now  issued  at  10  cents,  and 
from  $20  to  $50  at  25  cents. 

Intemperance  and  Cheap  Wine. — Rev.  E.  S.  Lacy  of  California,  who  favored  the  intro- 
duction of  the  wine  culture  in  Cahfornia  as  a means  of  abating  the  vice  of  intemperance, 
after  spending  six  months  in  a country  place  in  Switzerland  among  the  vineyards,  where 
cheap  and  pure  wine  is  the  common  beverage,  says  there  was  more  intoxication  there  than 
in  any  place  where  he  had  lived.  The  common  people  passing  to  and  from  market  would 
become  intoxicated  before  reaching  home,  and  the  wine  shops  along  the  roads  were  at  all 
hours  full  of  men.  On  hohdays  and  festal  occasions,  a large  portion  of  the  male  population 
would  be  beastly  drunk.  Intelligent  Germans  informed  him  that  this  was  the  great  social 
evil  of  their  country,  where  wine  is  never  adulterated,  and  where  great  quantities  of  it  are 
drunk. 

What  it  Costs. — At  a temperance  meeting  in  London,  it  was  stated  that  the  consumption 
of  intoxicating  hquors  in  England  costs  $400,000,000  yearly,  of  which  sum  two-thirds  are 
^ent  by  the  working  classes  alone.  Nine-tenths  of  the  crimes  committed  are  traceable  to 
strong  drink. 

Warnings  from  the  Stage. — The  great  tragedian  Macready  would  never  allow  his 
daughters  to  enter  a theatre.  A recent  memoir  of  an  actor  of  brilliant  genius,  written  by 
his  daughter,  states  that  his  children  during  their  childhood  were  carefully  kept  from  every 
thing  connected  with  his  profession.  “Occasionally,”  says  she,  “we  were  permitted  to 
visit  the  theatre,  but  were  never  allowed  a free  indulgence  of  promiscuous  plays.”  A son 
of  this  actor,  who  himself  is  quite  distinguished  in  the  same  hue,  on  being  recently  con- 
sulted by  a soldier’s  orphan  daughter  in  reference  to  going  upon  the  stage,  earnestly  entreat- 
ed her  to  abandon  the  idea,  on  account  of  the  immorality  of  such  a hfe.  Another  eminent 
actor,  George  Vandenhoff,  on  quitting  the  profession  for  the  bar,  gave  the  following  gratuit- 
ous advice  to  any  “ingenuous  youth”  thinking  of  becoming  an  actor  : “Go  to  sea;  go  to 
law;  go  to  church;  go  to  physic;  go  to  Italy,  and  strike  a blow  for  liberty;  go  to  any  thing 
or  anywhere  that  will  give  you  an  honest  and  decent  livelihood,  rather  than  go  upon  the 
stage.  To  any  young  lady  with  a similar  proclivity,  I would  say.  Buy  a sewing-machine,  and 
take  in  plain  work  first;  so  shall  you  save  yourself  much  sorrow,  bitter  disappointment, 
secret  tears.” 

The  Nation’s  Curse. — The  revenue  commissioners  estimate  that  there  are  annually 
consumed  in  this  country  42,000,000  gallons  of  distilled  spirits,  186,000,000  gallons  of  fer- 
mented liquors,  and  10,000,000  gallons  of  imported  liquors,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  is 
$500,000,000,  on  which  the  government  derives  an  income  of  $47,727,276.  This  of  course 
does  not  include  the  liquor  smuggled  into  the  country,  nor  the  immense  amount  secretly 
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and  illicitly  manufactured,  which  would  vastly  increase  this  estimate ; nor  does  it  include 
the  enormous  loss  annually  sustained  by  labor  and  capital,  the  direct  result  of  drinking  hab- 
its, nor  the  suffering  and  vice  and  soul-ruin  directly  caused  by  strong  drink,  ffhese  should 
be  presented  to  make  a correct  balance-sheet. 


Centennial  Year  of  Methodism. — The  year  1866  was  observed  by  American  Methodists 
as  the  centennial  year  commemorating  the  commencement  of  their  church  in  this  country. 
Jubilee  meetings  were  held  in  great  numbers  throughout  the  year,  statistics  gathered,  and 
large  sums  coUected  for  various  charities.  At  the  present  time  there  are  eight  distinct 
branches  of  Methodism  besides  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  All  of  these  left  the  par- 
ent body  except  the  Primitives,  who  descended  from  the  Primitives  of  England,  and  the 
Evangelical  Methodists,  who  originated  with  Jacob  Allbright  among  the  Germans  in  the 
West.  All  these  branches  together  are  about  equal  in  numbers  to  the  parent  body.  The 
ministers  of  the  leading  denominations  in  the  United  States  compare  as  follows  : 


Methodists,  in  all  their  branches 30,196 

Baptists,  in  all  their  branches 11,020 

Presbyterians,  in  all  their  branches  - - - 7,147 
Episcopalians 2,687 


Congregationahsts - 2,719 

Catholics 2,598 

Lutherans 2,533 

All  others 3,843 


The  reported  numbers  of  Methodist  members  at  the  close  of  the  first  century  are  946,119. 
This  is  of  the  parent  body.  The  other  eight  branches  number  in  the  aggregate  980,604, 
making  a total  of 


Methodist  members - 1,926,723 

Baptist  members 1,500,637 

Presbyterians 546,546 


Congregationahsts 268,015 

Episcopalians - 154  118 

All  others,  Protestant 1,396,039 


The  census  of  1860  gives  the  church  edifices  of  the  various  denominations  of  this  coun- 
try as  follows ; 


Denominations. 

Chnrclies. 

Accommodation. 

Valne. 

Methodists 

19,883 

6,259,799 

$33,093,371 

Baptists 

11,221 

3,749,553 

19,799,378 

Presbyterians 

5,061 

2,088,838 

24,227,359 

Roman-catholics 

2,550 

1,404,437 

26,774,119 

Congregationahsts 

2,334 

956,351 

13,237,511 

Episcopalians 

2,145 

847,293 

21,665,698 

AH  others 

10,805 

3,822,480 

32,374,996 

Total 

53,999 

19,128,751 

$171,173,432 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  church  edifices  of  the  Methodists,  according  to  United  States 
authority,  are  one-third  of  the  entire  number  of  church  edifices  in  this  country.  The  min- 
isters and  members  of  this  denomination  also  compose  one- third  of  the  whole  number. 

At  the  close  of  its  first  century,  Methodism  finds  itself,  in  all  of  its  branches,  with  a 
membership  in  round  numbers  of  2,000,000;  a Sunday-school  force  of  1,500,000;  collecting 
annually  $10,000,000  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel;  printing  annually  1,000,000  of  bound  vol- 
umes and  2,000,000  of  tract  volumes ; 50  periodicals,  which  are  scattered  weekly  and  monthly 
all  over  the  country,  and  with  20,000  church  edifices,  which  accommodate  7,500,000  persons, 
about  one-fifth  the  entire  population. 

Barbarians  Transformed  by  the  Gospel.— In  the  Tonga  or  Friendly  islands  in  the 
South  seas,  as  the  result  of  the  labors  of  Christian  missionaries,  there  are  now  169  Protes- 
tant places  of  worship,  24  resident  European  and  native  ministers,  13  catechists,  214  day  and 
676  Sabbath-school  teachers,  856  lay  preachers,  9,822  church-members,  and  248  day-schools 
with  9,712  scholars.  There  are  about  30,000  regular  attendants  upon  public  worship,  and 
more  than  $15,000  are  annually  contributed  by  the  people  for  religious  purposes.  The 
native  churches  meet  the  entire  expenses  of  the  missionaries  and  religious  institutions 
among  them. 


Protestantism  in  Tahiti. — Though  popish  priests  and  French  brandy  were  some  years 
since  forced  upon  the  simple-minded  natives  of  this  island  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon,  it  is 
encouraging  to  know  that  the  Christian  work  commenced  by  the  London  Missionary  Society 
has  not  been  destroyed,  but  is  still  energetically  carried  forward  by  the  Paris  Evangelical 
Missionary  Society.  There  are  in  Tahiti  and  its  dependencies  37  native  Protestant  parishes, 
with  1, 507  pupils  in  schools,  and  3,396  communicants.  Queen  Pomare  and  nearly  all  her 
people  still  adhere  to  the  Protestant  faith.  The  decree  making  it  compulsory  to  teach  the 
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rrench  language  in  the  native  schools  has  been  revoked,  so  that  the  native  teachers  who 
were  compelled  to  resign  have  regained  possession  of  th'e  schools.  In  January,  1865,  a 
Society  for  the  promotion  of  primary  knowledge  among  the  Protestant  schools  was  founded 
at  the  Queen's  residence,  and  her  husband  was  appointed  president. 

The  Glad  Tidings  Spreading. — A missionary  in  India,  passing  through  a region  between 
Delhi  and  Nasirabad,  never  before  visited,  found  the  young  rajah  familiar  with  the  Christian 
doctrine,  and  perfectly  willing  that  the  gospel  should  be  disseminated  in  Jiis  dominions.  The 
missionary  was  his  guest,  and  frequently  pressed  the  claims  of  the  gospel  on  him.  The  truth 
was  proclaimed  in  the  market-place  to  crowds  of  eager  listeners,  and  great  numbers  pur- 
chased religious  books. 

Colors  should  never  be  selected  in  the  evening,  for  all  the  ordinary  artificial  lights,  gas, 
oil,  candles,  etc.,  contain  more  or  less  sodium,  which  imparts  a tinge  of  yellow  to  the  flame; 
and  this  hght  deepens  the  hue  of  some  colors,  and  entirely  changes  others.  Thus  blue, 
under  a yellow  light,  appears  green.  Chemistry,  however,  furnishes,  in  the  light  from  the 
burning  of  magnesium,  a flame  which  reveals  all  colors  in  the  same  hues  they  have  by  day- 
light; so  that  an  artist  may  paint  on  his  masterpiece  all  night,  and  not  find  in  the  morning 
that  his  colors  are  by  no  means  what  he  thought  them. 

The  Blue  Color  of  the  Sky  is  owing  to  the  moisture  in  the  atmosphere,  this  aqueous 
vapor  partially  absorbing  the  red  and  yellow  tints  of  sunlight,  and  leaving  the  blue  rays  to 
be  transmitted  to  us. 

A New  Instrument  for  Measuring  Distances  has  been  invented,  which  is  indepen- 
dent of  all  measurements  of  angles  or  of  base  lines.  It  is  an  application  of  the  familiar 
principle  that  the  image  of  an  object  is  brought  to  a focus  by  a common  lens  at  distances 
proportioned  to  the  distances  of  the  objects  themselves.  The  apparatus  consists  of  an 
object-glass  of  30  seconds,  and  an  eye-piece  of  one  second  focal  length,  with  a screen  of 
ground  glass  so  adjusted  behind  the  eye-piece  that  it  can  be  screwed  back  or  forwards  till 
the  focus  is  obtained — a variation  of  25  paces,  at  all  ranges,  requiring  a movement  of  the 
screen  one  Une  at  least.  It  is  supposed  the  instrument  will  be  useful  on  coast  batteries,  to 
measure  the  distance  of  a ship  at  sea. 

Paper  from  Corn  Fibre. — At  the  Imperial  Printing  and  Paper-making  Establishment  at 
Vienna,  Austria,  the  process  of  making  paper  from  corn  fibre  has  been  brought  to  great 
perfection.  It  is  claimed  that  the  paper  thus  made  is  stronger  than  cotton  or  linen  paper  of 
the  same  weight ; that  in  hardness  and  fineness  of  grain  it  exceeds  the  best  hand-made 
English  drawing-paper;  that  it  is  more  durable  than  any  other  paper,  and  is  not,  like  parch- 
ment, subject  to  be  destroyed  by  insects,  thus  rendering  it  peculiarly  valuable  for  docu- 
ments, records,  etc. ; that  it  is  unsurpassed  for  tracing-paper,  and  can  be  made  extremely 
transparent,  and  is  specially  adapted  for  photography.  It  is  also  claimed  that  all  papers 
ordinarily  made  from  cotton  and  linen  rags  can  just  as  well  be  made  from  this  material; 
that  it  can  be  easily  converted  into  the  finest  writing  and  printing  paper,  and  almost  as 
advantageously  into  superior  stout  wrapping-paper.  It  readily  receives  any  tint  of  color. 


Form  of  a Bequest. — I bequeath  to  my  executors  the  sum  of dollars,  in 

trust,  to  pay  over  the  same  in after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same 

is  payable,  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the Society,  formed  in in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  said  Society  and 

under  its  direction. 

M 


Table  of  Simple  Interest  at  Six  per  cent. — 


Principal. 

One  Mo’th 

One  Year. 

Principal 

One  Month. 

One  Year. 

Principal. 

One  Month. 

One  Year. 

D. 

c. 

M 

D. 

0. 

M. 

D. 

0 

M. 

D. 

c. 

M 

D. 

0. 

M. 

D. 

c. 

M. 

Cents 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Dolls.  6 

0 

3 

0 

0 

36 

d 

Dolls.  40 

0 

20 

0 

2 

40 

0 

“ 

50 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

“ 7 

0 

3 

5 

0 

42 

0 

“ 50 

0 

25 

0 

3 

00 

0 

Dolls. 

1 

0 

0 

5 

0 

6 

0 

“ 8 

0 

4 

0 

0 

48 

0 

» 60 

0 

30 

0 

3 

60 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

12 

0 

“ 9 

0 

4 

5 

0 

54 

0 

“ 70 

0 

35 

0 

4 

20 

0 

u 

3 

0 

1 

5 

0 

18 

0 

“ 10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

60 

0 

“ 80 

0 

40 

0 

4 

80 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

24 

0 

» 20 

0 

10 

0 

1 

20 

0 

“ 90 

0 

45 

0 

5 

40 

0 

5 

0 

2 

5 

0 

30 

0 

“ 30 

0 

15 

0 

1 

80 

0 

“ 100 

0 

50 

0 

6 

00 

0 

The  interest  of  any  sum  in  dollars  for  G days,  is  the  same  sum  in  mills  : namely,  of  $100, 
100  mills,  or  10  cents;  of  $6,600,  6,600  mills,  or  $6  60,  etc.  Money  at  compound  interest  will 
double  itself  in  11  years,  10  months,  and  22  days. 
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ANNIVERSAEIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  SOCIETIES,  ETC. 

BOSTON. — Am.  Board  for  For.  Missions,  1st  Tues,  in  Oct. ; Rev.  Selah  B.  Treat,  Rev. 
Nathaniel  G.  Clark,  D.  D.,  Sec’s  ; Langdon  S.  Ward,  Treas.,  Miss,  house,  33  Pemberton-sq. ; 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  Wood,  Sec.  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues.  in 
May;  Rev.  Jos.  G.  Warren,  D.  D. ; Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  D.  D.,  Sec’s;  F.  A.  Smith,  Treas.,  12 
Bedford-st.  Am.  Ed.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Corn- 
hill.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  (national)  N.  E.  Branch  ; Rev.  L.  B.  Rockwood,  Sec.,  N.  P.  Kemp, 
Treas.,  40  Cornhill.  Amer.  Tract  Soc.  at  Boston,  last  Wed.  in  May  ; Rev.  W.  C.  Childs, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  I.  P.  Warren,  Sec’s  ; Henry  Hill,  Treas.,  28  Cornhill.  Mass.  Home  Miss.  Soc., 
Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  Cong’l  Lib.  Mass.  S.-S.  Soc.,  Rev.  A.  Bullard,  Sec.,  H.  M. 
Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  Rev.  H.  Clay  Trumbull,  Agt.,  117  Washing- 
ton-st. 

NEW  YORK. — Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Jos.  Holdich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  J. 
R.  Taylor,  D.  D.,  Sec’s  ; Caleb  T.  Rowe,  General  Agent;  Henry  Fisher,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible- 
house,  Astor-place.  Am.  and  For.  Bib.  Soc.,  Rev.  Rufus  Babcock,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  U.  D.  Ward, 
Treas.,  116  Nassau-st.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm.  H.  Wyckoff,  LL.  D.,  Isaac  Westcott,  D.  D., 
Cor.  Sec’s,  Rev.  C.  A.  Buckbee,  Asst.  Treas.,  350  Broome-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  Wed.  preced. 
2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Wm.  A.  Hallock,  D.  D.,  Rev.  O.  Eastman,  Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson, 
D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; O.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home 
Miss.  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Milton  Badger,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  H.  Clapp,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; C.  R.  Robert,  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-pl.  Am.  Bap. 
Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  S.  Backus,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Simmons,  Sec’s;  J.  M.  Whitehead, 
Assist.  Treas.,  39  Park  Row.  Board  of  For.  Miss,  of  Pres.  Church,  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie, 
Rev.  John  C.  Lowrie,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  Irving,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas.,  23 
Centre-st.  Amer.  and  for.  Chris.  Union,  Tues.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Joseph 
Scudder,  Rev.  A.  E.  Campbell,  D.  D.,  Albert  Woodruff,  Sec’s;  T.  S.  Young,  Treas.,  156  Cham- 
bers-st.  Am.  Seamen’s  Friend  Soc.,  Monday  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  H.  Loomis, 
Sec. ; S.  Brown,  Assist.  Treas.,  80  Wall-st.  National  Temp.  Society,  Rev.  L.  D.  Barrows, 
D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  172  William-st.  Protestant  Epis.  Church  Mission — Domestic  Commit- 
tee, Rev.  A.  T.  Twing,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  17  Bible-house;  For.  Com.,  Rev.  H.  H.  Morrell,  Sec.  and 
Gen.  Agent,;  Rev.  S.  D.  Denison,  D.  D.,  Local  Sec.,  19  Bible-house.  Evan.  Knowl.  Soc., 
Rev.  H.  Dyer,  D.  D.,  3 Bible-house.  Meth. — Book  Concern,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D.,  and  J.  Porter, 
D.  D.,  Agents,  200  Mulbecry-st. ; Mission.  Soc.,  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  T.  Carlton, 

D.  D.,  Treas.,  200  Mulberry-st. ; S.  S.  Union,  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  Tract  Soc.  Meth. 

Epis.  Ch.,  J.  Porter,  D.  D.,  Treas.;  Rev.  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  200  Mulberry-st.  Ref. 
Dutch — Dom.  Mission,  Rev.  , Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st. ; Board  of  Pub.,  Rev.  J.  Lan- 

sing, D.  D.,  Sec.;  William  Ferris,  Agent,  Peter  Duryee,  Treas.,  215  Green wich-st. ; Foreign 
Mission,  Rev.  J.  M.  Ferris,  Cor.  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st.,  G.  G.  Smith,  Treas.  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, Rev.  John  L.  See,  Cor,  Sec.,  103  Fulton-st.  Soc.  for  Col.  and  Theol.  Educa.  at  West, 
Rev.  T.  Baldwin,  Sec.,  42  Bible-house.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  George  AVhipple,  and  Rev.  M. 

E.  Strieby,  Sec’s  ; Edgar  Ketchum,  Treas.,  53  John-st.  N.  Y.  State  Colon.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Pinney,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  J.  M.  Goldberg,  Gen.  Agent,  22  Bible-house.  Am.  S.-S.  Union, 
Rev.  S.  B.  S.  Bissell,  Sec.,  G.  S.  Scofield,  Agent,  599  Broadway.  New  York  Sab.  Com.,  Rev. 
Philip  Schaff,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  5 Bible-house.  Am.  Soc.  for  Meliorating  the  Cond.  of  the 
Jews,  A.  Merwin,  Sec.,  22  Bible-house. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  1210  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Agent  and  Supt.  Colp.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  F,  A.  Packard,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.,  1122  Chestnut-st. 
Gen.  Assem.  Boards — Domestic  Missions,  9!0  Arch-st.,  T.  L.  Janeway,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  S. 

D.  Powel,  Esq.,  Treas.  Education,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Rev.  Thomas  McCauley,  Sec.;  William 
Main,  Treas.  Publication,  821  Chestnut-st.,  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.  and  Editor  ; 
Winthrop  Sargent,  Super,  of  Colp.,  and  Treas.  Am.  Bap.  Publica.  Soc.,  530  Arch-st. ; Rev. 
B.  Griffiths,  Cor.  Sec.  Penn.  Bible  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st.,  Jos.  H.  Dulles,  Cor.  Sec.  Phila. 
Educa.  Soc.,  Charles  Brown,  Cor.  Sec.;  William  Purves,  Treas.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Phila. 
Home  Mission  Society,  Rev.  Robert  Adair,  Sec.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Lutheran  Board 
OF  Pub.,  42  North  Ninth-st.,  Rev.  Samuel  Laird,  Cor.  Sec.  Pres.  Pub.  Com.,  1334  Chest- 
nut-st., Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  Cor.  Sec. ; Wm.  L.  Hildeburn,  Treas.  Dom.  Miss.  Ger.  Ref. 
Church,  493  N.  4th-st. ; Rev.  S.  H.  Giesy,  Cor.  Sec.  For.  Miss.  Ref.  Pres.  Church,  636 
North  17th-st. ; Rev.  S.  O.  Wylie,  Chairman. 

WASHINGTON. — American  Colonization  Society,  3d  Tues.  in  Jan. ; Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley, 
Cor.  Sec. ; Rev.  Wm.  McLain,  Fin.  Sec. 

MINISTERS’  MEETINGS.— Gen.  Conference  in  Maine,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
New  Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  Aug.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen. 
Associa.,  Mass.,  4th  Tues.  in  June.  Evan.  Conso.,  R.  I.,  2d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
Conn.,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven.  Prot.  Epis. 
Ch.,  1st  Wed.  in  Oct.  Gen.  Assembly  Pres.  Church,  3d  Thurs.  in  May.  Gen.  Confer.  M. 

E.  Church,  May  every  4th  year  from  1860.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Dutch  Church,  on  the  1st 
Wed.  in  June.  Gen.  Synod  Evang.  Lutheran  Church,  biennially  in  May  of  even  years. 

YEARLY  MEETING  OF  FRIENDS.— New  England,  Newport,  R.  I.  Second  day  after  2d 
Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  York,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third 
Second  day  in  Fourth  mo.  Baltimore,  last  Second  day  but  one  in  Tenth  mo.  North 
Carolina,  New  Garden,  Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Eleventh  mo.  Ohio, 
Mt.  Pleasant,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana,- Whitewater,  on  Fifth 
day  preced.  first  First  day  in  Tenth  month. 


59 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 

©E/^UTlfUi  BOOKS. 

fwi 
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THE  HISTORY  OE  THE  HUGUENOTS.  By  W.  C.  Martyn.  A fresh  theme,  of  great 
interest,  and  well  unfolded.  $1  50. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  ENGLISH  PURITANS.^  By  the  same  author.  Bringing  to  view 
a large  portion  of  the  stirring  events  and  leading  men  connected  with  vital  Christianity  in 
England  from  its  first  introduction. 

THE  POCKET  BIBLE.  The  Old  Testament  in  two  volumes,  with  Notes,  Instructions, 
Maps,  and  Tables.  Small  12mo.  This  edition  contains  all  that  is  in  the  large  edition,  and 
will  be  found  highly  useful  and  convenient  for  Sabbath-school  Teachers  and  Scholars.  The 
set  in  cloth,  three  volumes,  $3.  The  Old  Testament,  2 vols.,  $2  25.  The  New  Testament, 
singly,  90c. 

GOD’S  WORD  WRITTEN  ; The  Inspiration  of  Holy  Scripture  Explained  and  Enforced. 
By  Rev.  Edward  G'arbett,  A.  M.,  an  eminent  scholar  and  preacher  of  England.  $1. 

HINTS  AND  THOUGHTS  FOR  CHRISTIANS.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Todd.  Full  of  excellent 
practical  suggestions,  in  an  original  and  racy  style  that  cannot  fail  to  interest  every 
reader.  85c. 

BIBLE  EMBLEMS.  By  Rev.  Dr.  E.  E.  Seelye.  Graphic,  and  rich  in  instruction.  85c. 

JESUS  CHRIST’S  ALLURING  LOVE.  Flavel.  A choice  companion  for  the  child  of  God. 
Fine  binding.  60c. 

MANUAL  FOR  THE  LORD’S  SUPPER.  Very  complete,  with  an  explanation,  a medi- 
tation, and  a prayer  on  each  topic. 

IN  THE  WORLD,  NOT  OF  THE  WORLD.  By  Rev.  Dr,  Wm.  Adams.  An  impressive  . 
treatise  on  prevalent  fashionable  amusements.  Extra  binding  40c.,  paper  10c. 

WHEN  WERE  OUR  GOSPELS  WRITTEN?  By  Tischendorf.  His  discovery  of  the 
famous  Sinai  manuscript;  proving  the  authenticity  of  the  gospels  in  a popular  style.  30c. 

TOILS  AND  TRIUMPHS  OF  MISSIONARY  COLPORTAGE  FOR  TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS. 

By  J.  M.  S , one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Tract  Society.  Facts  of  intense 

interest  to  every  pastor  and  every  lover  of  Jesus. 

BIBLE  PRAYERS.  Selected  by  Rev.  Dr.  Jonas  King  of  Athens,  Greece.  30c. 

FOR  THE  YOUNG. 

PICTURES  OF  LIFE  DRAWN  WITH  PEN  AND  PENCIL.  Full  of  selections  from  the 
best  authors,  with  112  fine  illustrations— a very  elegant  book. 

PAUL  VENNER,  OR  THE  FORGE  AND  THE  PULPIT.  By  the  author  of  the  Climbers* 
A story  of  great  interest,  based  on  facts  in  real  life.  Three  engravings.  $1  15. 

THE  HOPES  OF  HOPE  CASTLE,  OR  TIMES  OF  JOHN  KNOX  AND  QUEEN  MARY 
STUART.  By  Mrs.  Martyn.  A hfelike  picture  of  a time  of  great  historic  interest.  $1  15.  . 

NUTS  FOR  BOYS  TO  CRACK.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Todd.  Life  lessons  conveyed  in  a pointed, 
shrewd,  and  racy  style.  $1. 

THE  ENGLISH  EXILE,  OR  WILLIAM  TYNDALE  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD.  By  Mrs. 
Martyn.  The  record  of  a noble  life — as  interesting  as  a romance.  85c. 

CHARLIE  SCOTT,  OR  THERE ’S  TIME  ENOUGH.  History  of  an  orphan  boy,  and  his  ‘ 
battle  with  a bad  habit.  60c. 

THE  BIBLE  READER’S  HELP.  With  two  Maps.  A capital  book  for  Sabbath-schools,  as 
a small  Bible  Dictionary.  35c. 

A MOTHER’S  LEGACY  TO  HER  CHILDREN.  By  Mrs.  S.  A.  Sproat.  A treasury  of 
choice  counsels  for  every  young  circle.  30c. 

GEORGE  WAYLAND,  THE  LITTLE  MEDICINE  CARRIER.  A charming  story  of  hon- 
esty and  fidelity  in  a child.  30c. 

THE  SYRIAN  LEPER.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers.  The  story  of  Naaihan  and  the  Captive 
Maid.  Interesting  and  instructive.  30c. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  FIRST  READING-BOOK.  For  beginners  in  reading — easy  and 
varied  lessons,  in  prose  and  poetry,  well  printed  and  finely  illustrated.  84  pp.  12mo. 
Boards,  26c. 
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THE  UNITED  STATES  SECOND  READING-BOOK.  A volume  for  more  advanced  read- 
ers, similar  in  style  and  finish  to  the  First  Reader,  and,  like  that,  adapted  to  wide  useful- 
ness. 204  pp.  12mo.  Illustrated. 

I^ECENT  ISSUES,  OF  GREAT  INTEREST  AND 
VALUE. 

LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  MARTIN  LUTHER.  By  W.  C.  Martyn.  $l  50. 

LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  JOHN  MILTON.  By  the  same.  $1  25. 

THE  AWAKENING  OF  ITALY  AND  THE  CRISIS  OF  ROME.  $1  25. 

RECORDS  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  S.  V.  S.  WILDER.  Steel  portrait.  $1  25. 

VITAL  GODLINESS.  By  Rev  Dr.  Plumer.  $1  25. 

THE  YOUNG  LADY  OF  PLEASURE.  Frontispiece  in  tint.  $1. 

HOURS  WITH  MAMMA.  Forty  engravings.  $1  10. 

THE  CLIMBERS.  A most  attractive  story  for  youth.  Illustrated.  $1. 

SYBIL  GREY,  OR  A YEAR  IN  THE  CITY.  With  engravings.  $1. 

SISTERS  AND  NOT  SISTERS.  Of  interest  to  every  household.  Fine  cuts.  $1. 

GRACE’S  VISIT.  A beautiful  record  of  Christian  fidelity  Fine  engravings.  85c. 

LYNTONVILLE,  OR  THE  IRISH  BOY  IN  CANADA.  Illustrated.  75c. 

AMONG  THE  WILLOWS.  What  a young  Christian  may  do  for  the  neglected.  With 
cuts.  50c 

PHIL  KENNEDY.  The  care  of  divine  Providence.  Fine  illustrations.  50c. 

Besides  the  above,  the  Society  publish  more  than  fifty  volumes  of  the  Life  Illustrated 
series,  and  more  than  four  hundred  other  volumes,  1 8mo  and  12mo,  varying  from  15c.  to 
$1  50  each,  many  of  them  very  largely  illustrated  with  wood  and  steel  engravings,  forming 
a series  unsurpassed  in  value  for  Family,  Sabbath -school,  and  Bible-class  Libraries 

INVALUABLE  BIBLE  HELPS 

THE  FAMILY  BIBLE,  with  Notes,  Instructions,  Maps  and  Tables,  Marginal  References, 
Family  Record,  etc.  $6 ; gilt,  $7  50. 

NEW  TESTAMENT  AND  PSALMS,  with  Notes,  Maps,  etc.  $1  75,  or  $2  25  gilt. 

THE  POCKET  TESTAMENT,  with  Notes,  etc.,  as  above,  for  the  use  of  Young  People, 
Sabbath- schools.  Travellers,  etc.  90c.,  or  $1  20  gilt,  $1  30  sheep. 

THE  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE.  The  most  popular  and  excellent  book  of  its 
kind.  With  250  Engravings,  five  Maps,  and  Chronological  and  other  Tables.  $1  50,  or 
$2  gilt. 

BIBLE  ATLAS  AND  GAZETTEER.  Super-royal  octavo.  $1. 

CRUDEN’S  CONDENSED  CONCORDANCE.  For  Ministers,  Teachers,  and  Families. 
$1  50,  or  $2  sheep. 

LOCKE'S  COMMONPLACE-BOOK  TO  THE  HOLY  BIBLE.  $1  25. 

THE  BIBLE  TEXT-BOOK,  with  colored  Maps,  Index,  and  Tables.  40c 

YOUTH’S  BIBLE  STUDIES.  One  hundred  and  seventy-five  engravings.  Six  volumes, 
in  a case,  $2  50 

GALLAUDET’S  YOUTH’S  SCRIPTURE  BIOGRAPHY.  Finely  illustrated.  Eleven  vol- 
umes, in  a case,  $4  50, 


THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGEI^, 

A monthly  newspaper  at  25  cents  a year  ; five  copies  to  one  address,  $1;  twenty  copies, 
$3  50 ; forty  copies,  $6.  Contains  announcement  of  new  publications. 

THE  BOTSCHAFTEI^, 

Or  Messenger  in  German ; terms  the  same  as  the  American  Messenger. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPEI^, 

Beautifully  illustrated;  at  eight  copies  for  $1,  forty  copies  $5,  one  hundred  copies  $12. 

ILLUSTRATED  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 

Price,  10  cents  single,  $1  per  dozen,  $7  per  hundred,  $60  per  thousand.  Postage,  two  cents 
each  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 


The  Spectroscope,  of  which  so  much  is  said  of  late,  is  simply  a prism  to  which  light 
can  be  admitted  through  a slit  one-thirty-second  of  an  inch  wide,  with  apparatus  for  exam- 
ining with  a microscope  the-  spectrum  or  decomposed  ray  after  it  has  passed  through  the 
prism.  When  this  is  done,  the  spectrum  is  found  to  be  crossed  by  great  numbers  of  hues 
at  right  angles  to  its  leoigth — called,  from  their  discoverer,  Frauenhofer  lines.  The  sub- 
stance to  be  examined  is  placed  in  a spirit  or  gas  flame,  and  its  spectrum  closely  inspected. 
The  number,  color,  and  position  of  the  transverse  lines  are  always  the  same  from  the  same 
substance;  and  one  soon  becomes  able  to  tell  from  the  spectrum  what  substance  is  in  the 
flame. 

This  new  instrument  has  provided  us  with  a method  of  analysis  of  the  most  delicate 
nature,  by  which  the  slightest  trace  of  a known  substance  can  be  detected  in  the  spectrum 
of  its  flame  when  burning.  It  enables  us  to  analyze  substances  whose  composition  we  could 
not  previously  ascertain,  discovers  new  elements,  and  proves  that  the  elements  found  in  the 
earth  exist  also  in  the  sun,  and  in  remote  stars.  Bodies  so  remote  that  the  astronomer  can- 
not measure  their  distance  from  the  earth,  are  thus  brought  within  our  grasp,  as  it  were, 
and  patiently  analyzed.  Over  sixty  stars  have  thus  been  examined,  in  most  of  which  some 
elements  in  common  with  the  sun  and  earth  are  found,  such  as  hydrogen,  sodium,  magne- 
sium, and  iron,  but  with  peculiar  groupings  in  each. 

The  Fall  of  Rain  in  a year  varies  much  in  different  localities,  but  is  supposed  to  aver- 
age two  feet  in  depth  in  the  temperate  zone.  In  an  acre  there  are  6.272,040  square  inches, 
and  an  inch  deep  of  rain  on  an  acre  makes  0,272,640  cubic  inches,  or  22,022.5  gallons,  weigh- 
ing (at  the  rate  of  10  lbs.  per  gallon)  226,225  lbs.,  or  nearly  101  tons.  Thus  for  every  hun- 
dredth of  an  inch  of  rain,  one  ton  of  water  falls  on  an  acre ; and  the  rain-fall  of  a year  on 
each  acre  is  2,400  tons.  These  estimates  enhance  our  conception  of  the  evaporating  power 
of  the  sim,  which  draws  such  stupendous  quantities  of  water  so  gradually  and  easily  into 
the  sky;  and  of  the  wisdom  that  sustains  and  floats  and  discharges  in  timely  showers  the 
vapory  mass. 

Colors  from  Coal-tar. — The  light  coal-tar  naphtha  on  being  distilled  yields  benzole,  from 
which  are  obtained  first  nitri-benzole,  and  from  this,  aniline — the  remarkable  dyeing  mate- 
rial, which,  colorless  itself,  yields  in  turn  the  beautiful  violet,  mauve,  and  magenta  which 
have  been  so  much  admired,  and  which  is  now  found  to  furnish  also,  besides  numberless 
shades  of  red  and  imrple,  a beautiful  green  named  verdine,  and  which  retains  its  color  even 
by  gaslight;  also  a blue  which  is  clear  as  opal,  a good  yellow,  and  a black.  In  short,  dyes  of 
almost  all  colors  may  be  obtained  from  this  black  and  unpromising  coal-tar;  and  so  intense 
are  the  colors,  that  a grain  of  magenta  in  a million  of  water  gives  a good  red,  and  in  ten 
millions  of  water  a rose  pink. 

Magneto-electric  Machines. — If  an  armature,  wound  about  with  insulated  wire,  is 
made  to  revolve  rapidly  in  front  of  the  poles  of  a large  permanent  magnet,  currents  of  elec- 
tricity are  thus  induced  in  the  wire;  these  currents  may  be  conveyed  to  a second  electro- 
magnet, in  front  of  which  another  armature  swiftly  revolves;  and  by  a series  of  such 
arrangements  the  electric  current  becomes  so  intensified  as  to  melt  an  iron  bar  in  a few 
moments,  and  produce  a light  as  dazzling  as  that  of  the  sun  itself.  As  the  chief  current 
expense  is  for  the  steam  motive  power,  it  is  not  an  improbable  supposition  that  ere  long 
electric  lights  may  come  into  general  use  for  factories,  public  halls,  street-lighting,  etc.  By 
enlarging  the  apparatus  the  effects  may  be  increased,  with  thO  sole  apparent  limit  of  the 
excessive  heat  generated  in  the  armatures.  This  electric  light  is  very  reliable  and  conveni- 
ent for  many  photographic  uses. 

Electricity  in  Organs.— An  ingenious  plan  has  been  devised  to  connect  the  keys  of  an 
organ  by  electricity  with  the  valves  which  admit  the  wind  from  the  bellows  to  the  pipes. 
When  a key  is  pressed  down,  a small  appendage  to  its  under  side  completes  communication 
with  a galvanic  battery,  by  dipping  into  minute  cups  of  mercury.  The  electricity  flashes 
through  the  wire  to  a small  electro-magnet  under  the  corresponding  valve,  which  is 
instantly  attracted  to  the  magnet — thus  opening  the  pipe  and  holding  it  open  as  long  as  the 
key  remains  depressed.  This  dispenses  with  a good  deal  of  intricate  mechanism,  and 
relieves  the  fingers  from  the  effort  formerly  required. whenever  a powerful  organ  was  played. 
The  battery  is  formed  by  glass  vessels  on  the  top  of  the  bellows,  filled  with  sulphate  of  mer- 
cury, into  which  a plate  of  zinc  (between  two  plates  of  gas-retort  graphite)  is  plunged  only 
when  the  bellows  are  in  use.  It  requires  renewal  once  in  six  months. 

Nature  of  the  Diamond. — An  essay  by  Goeppert  on  this  subject  maintains  that  the 
diamond  cannot  be  of  igneous  origin ; for  it  turns  black  when  highly  heated.  Moreover  it 
sometimes  contains,  besides  other  crystals,  germs  of  fungi,  and  other  vegetable  fibres. 
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5,  2d  Sund.  aft.  Christmas ; 0,  Eplph. ; 12, 1st  S.  aft.  Epiph. ; 19, 

2d  S^aft.  Epiph. ; 25,  Conv.  of  St.  Paul;  20,  3d  S.  aft.  Epiph.  Feb.  2,  4th  S.  aft.  Epiph. 

lima.  RlinO  • 9;^.  Oninmia- 


^ and  Purif.  of  Virgin  Mary;  9,  Septuagesima  Sund. ; 16,  Sexagesima  Sund.;  23,  Quinqua- 
? gesima  Sund.  ; 24,  St.  Matthias;  20.  Ash-Wedtiesday.  March  1,  1st  S.  in  Lent;"s,  2d  S. 
in  Lent;  15,  3d  S.  in  Lent;  22,4th  S.  in  Lent;  2,5,  Annun.  of  Virgin  Mary;  29,  5th  S.  in  Lent. 
April  5,  S.  bef.  Easter;  6,  Mon.  bef.  Easter;  7,  Tues.  bef.  Easter;  8,  Wed.  bef.  Easter;  9, 
Thurs.  bef.  Easter;  10,  Good-Friday ; 11,  Easter-even;  12,  Easter-day;  1-3,  Mon.  in  Easter 
week;  14,  Tues.  in  Easter  week;  i9,  1st  S.  aft.  Easter;  25,  St.  Mark;  26,  2d  S.  aft.  Easter. 
May  l,Sts.  Philip  and  James ; 3. -3d  S.  aft.  Easter;  10,  4th  S.  aft.  Easter ; 17,5th  S.  aft.  Easter; 
21.  Ascension-day;  24,  S.  aft.  Ascension;  31,  Whit-Sunday.  June  1,  Mon.  in  Whitsun-wcek  ; 
2,  Tues.  in  Whitsun-week  ; 7,  Trinity  Sund. ; 11,  St.  Barnabas  ; 14.  1st  S.  aft.  Trinity;  21, 2d 
S.  aft.  Trin. ; 24,  Nativ.  of  St.  John  Baptist;  28,  3d  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 29,  St.  Peter.  July  5,  4th  S. 
aft.  Trin. ; 12,  5th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 19.  0th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 25,  St.  James;  20,  7th  S.  aft.  3’rin.  Aug. 
2,  Sth  S.  aft.  Trin.;  9,  9th  S,  aft.  Trin.;  10,  10th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  23,  11th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  24,  St. 
Bartholomew;  30,  12th  S,  aft.  Trin.  Sept.  G.  13th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 13,  14th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 20,  15th 
S.  aft.  Trin.;  21,  St.  Matthew;  27.  16th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  29,  St.  Michael  and  All-Angels.  Oct.  4, 
17th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 11,  l8th  S.  aft.  Trin. ; 18,  19th  S.  aft.  Trin.  and  St.  Imke  Evan.  ; 25,  20th  S. 
aft.  Trin.;  28,  Sts.  Simon  and  Jude.  Novl  1,  21st  S.  aft.  Trin.  and  All-Saints;  8,  22d  S.  aft. 
Trin.;  15,  2-3d  S.  aft.  Trin.;  22,  24th  S.  aft.  Trin.;  29,  Advent  Sund.  ; 30,  St.  Andrew.  Dec. 
0,  2d  S.  in  Advent;  13,  3d  S.  in  Advent;  20,  4th  S.  in  Advent;  21,  St.  Thomas;  25,  Christmas- 
day;  26,  St,  Stephen;  27,  1st  S.  aft.  Christmas  and  St.  John  Evan.  ; 28,  Innocents. 
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RATES  OP  POSTAGE. 

Letters^  prepaid  by  stamps,  3 cts,  each  A oz.  or  fraction  thereof,  to  all  parts  of  tlie  country, 
including  California;  forwarded  to  another  Post-office  without  charge,  on  request  of  the  peison 
addressed;  if  not  called  for,  returned  to  the  writer  free,  if  endorsed  with  that  request.  If  the 
stamp  is  omitted,  the  letter  is  forwarded  to  the  Dead-letter  office,  and  returned  to  the  writer. 
Drop  or  local  letters,  2 cts.  each  A oz.  prepaid,  and  all  letters  and  papers  delivered  in  cities  free  of 
charge.  Circulars,  unsealed.  2 cts.  for  every  three  circulars  to  one  address. 

Newspapers  to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  regular  subscribers,  payable  quarterly  in 
advance,  weekly,  not  over  4 oz.,  5 cts.  a quarter,  and  5 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz,  ; and  an 
additional  5 cts.  for  each  additional  issue,  dailies  six  times  a week  being  30  cts.  a quarter.  All 
other  regular  periodicals  sent  to  subscribers,  1 ct.  for  less  than  4 oz.  Weekly  new.spapers  free 
in  the  county  where  issued.  Small  periodicals  referred  to  the  Postmaster  General, 

Books,  not  over  4 oz.  4 cts. ; and  4 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  or  fraction  thereof:  prepaid. 

Other  miscellaneous  packages,  not  over  4 oz.,  2 cts.,  and  2 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz. 
prepaid.  These  unbound  miscellaneous  packages  include  single  transie7it  papers,  proofs,  man- 
uscripts for  books,  cards,  samples,  cuttings,  roots,  and  ail  similar  articles  allowed  in  the  mails. 

Foreign  Postage.  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
each  half  ounce:  To  England.  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  12  cts. ; to  France  and  Algeria  by  French 
mails,  15  cts.  quarter  ounce.  By  the  Bremen  or  Hamburg  mails  tlie  postage  to  Bremen  and  Ham- 
burg is  10  cts.  ; to  Frankfort  and  Wurtemburg,  15  cts.  ; to  the  German  states,  Prussia,  Austria, 
and  its  states,  and  Lombardy,  15  cts.  ; to  the  Sardinian  states,  24  cts.  ; to  Papal  states,  24  cts. ; 
to  the  Two  Sicilies,  24  cts. ; to  Denmark.  20  cts. ; to  Sweden,  33  cts.  ; to  Norway,  25  cts. ; to  Rus- 
sia, 20  cts.  By  the  Prussian  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail, *the  postage  to  these  countries  is 
higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  to  them  is  optional;  as  also  to  Canada  and  the  British  North 
American  states,  where  the  postage  is  10  cents  under  3,000  miles,  and  15  cents  over.  To  the 
following,  postage  must  be  prepaid  : To  British  We.st  Indies,  Aspinwall,  Panama,  and  Mexico, 
10  cts.  under  2,500  miles,  20  cts.  over;  to  Brazil.  10  cts.;  to  New  Granada,  18  cts.;  to  Peru,  22 
cts. ; to  Ecuador.  Bolivia,  and  Chili.  34  cts. ; to  Sandwich  Islands,  New  South  Wales,  and  China, 
by  mail  to  San  Francisco,  thence  by  private  ship,  10  cts. ; to  China  and  Australia  via  England, 
33  and  45  cts.,  via  Marseilles,  35  and  57  cents. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC, 

AND  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  AiUERK'AN  TRACT  SOCIETY, 

May  be  had  at  150  Nassau-street,  New  York,  S.  W.  STEBBINS,  Depositary. 
BOSTON,  40  Cornhill,  N.  P.  Kemp,  Treasurer. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  75  State-st.,  0.  D.  Grosvenor,  Agent. 

PHILADELPHIA,  1210  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell.  Agent. 

BALTIMORE,  Maryland  Branch,  73  W.  Fayetfe-st.,  Bev.  S,  Guiteau,  Secretary. 
CINCINNATI,  Walnut-st.  near  Fourth.  Seely  Wood.  Agent. 

ST.  LOUIS,  9 South-Fifth-st.,  J.  W.  McIntyre,  Depositary. 

CHICAGO,  70  Custom-house -pi ace,  J.  Henry  Demg.  Agent,  W.  G.  Holmes,  Depositary. 

Also  for  sale  by  booksellers  in  the  principal  cities  and  towns. 

The  ALMANAC  is  furnished  at  a low  price  to  those  who  order  it  by  the  100  or  1 ,000. 

The  Board  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embraces  members  of  fourteen  evangelical  denomi- 
nations,  united  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  crucified  by  its  publications,  asso-  7 
^ dated  with  personal  Christian  effort,  at  home  and  abroad.  A donation  of  ^20  constitutes  a 6 
Life  Member;  ^.70  a Life  Director.  ^ 

William  A Hallock,  0.  Eastman,  and  J.  M.  Stevenson,  Corresponding  Sec’s. 

0.  R.  Kingsbury,  Assist.  Treas.,150  Nassau-street,  New  York. 


)r  Contract,  for  each  one,  and  each  sheet  - $0  05 

for  any  sum  drawn  upon  any  bank,  banker,  or  trust 

company,  at  sight  or  on  demand - - 0 02 

When  drawn  upon  any  other  person  or  persons,  for  any  sum  exceeding  $10,  at 

sight  or  on  demand - - - - - 0 02 

Bill  of  Exchange  (foreign  or  inland)  or  Letter  of  Credit,  not  exceeding  $100  0 05 

Every  additional,  $100,  or  fractional  part  in  excess  of  $100 0 05 

Bill  of  Lading,  (domestic  or  inland,)  or  to  any  port  in  British  North  America 0 10 

Bill  of  Sale  of  any  vessel,  when  the  consideration  does  not  exceed  $500 - 0 50 

Every  additional  $500 - 0 50 

• Bond  and  Mortgage— not  exceeding  $1,000  — 0 50 

Every  additional  $1,000,  or  fraction  thereof  (see  Mortgage) 0 50 

Bond  of  any  kind  not  required  in  legal  proceedings,  nor  used  in  connection  with  mort- 
gage, and  not  otherwise  charged - 0 25 

Certificate  of  Measurement  or  weight  for  all  articles,  (excepting  animals,  wood, 

coal,*br'hay,  which  are  exempt)  - -- - 0 05 

Certificate  of  Deposit,  not  exceeding  $100 0 02 

Exceeding  $100 0 05 

Certificate  of  Stock  in  any  incorporated  company 0 25 

Certificate  of  Profits  in  an  incorporated  company,  for  $50  or  under 0 10 

For  over  $50,  and  not  over  $1,000  - 0 25 

For  every  additional  $1,000  - - - * 0 25 

Charter-Party,  if  tonnage  does  not  exceed  150  tons - - - - 1 00 

From  150  to  300  tons - 3 00 

From  300  to  GOO  tons 5 00 

Exceeding  600  tons 10  00 

Contract— Broker’s  Contract,  Bill,  or  Memorandum  of  Sale,  for  each 0 10 

Conveyance  or  Deed,  for  a consideration  not  exceeding  $500  0 50 

Every  additional  $500,  or  fractional  part  thereof 0 50 

Entry  for  the  withdrawal  of  any  goods  from  bonded  warehouse 0 05 

Entry  of  goods  at  customhouse  not  exceeding  $100  in  value 0 25 

Exceeding  $100,  and  not  exceeding  $500  in  value 0 50 

Exceeding  $500  in  value - 100 

Withdrawal - 0 50 

Insurance  (Fire,  Marine,  and  Inland) . Pohcies  or  Assignments,  or  renewals  of  the 

same,  if  the  premium  does  not  exeeed  $10 0 10 

Exceeding  $10,  and  not  exceeding  $50  0 25 

Exceeding  $50  - 0 50 

Insurance,  (Life,)  when  the  amount  insured  does  not  exceed  $1,000  0 25 

Exceeding  $1,000,  and  not  exceeding  $5,000 0 50 

Lease,  Agreement,  Memorandum,  or  Contract  for  the  hire,  use,  or  rent  of  any  land, 
tenement,  or  portion  thereof,  where  the  rent  or  rental  value  is  $300  per  annum 

or  less  - - 0 50 

For  each  additional  $200,  or  fractional  part  thereof  - 0 50 

Mortgage  on  land,  estate,  or  personal  property,  exceeding  $100,  and  not  exceeding 

$500--- 0 50 

Every  additional  $500,  or  fraction  thereof 0 50 

Notes,  Drafts,  or  Orders  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  otherwise  than  at  sight  or  on 
demand,  or  any  Promissory  Note,  Memorandum,  Check,  Keceipt,  or  other 
written  or  printed  evidence  of  an  amount  of  money  to  be  paid  on  demand,  or  at 

a time  designated,  for  a sum  not  exceeding  $100  - - - 0 05 

And  for  every  additional  $100,  or  fractional  part  thereof 0 05 

• Passage  Ticket  to  a foreign  port,  not  exceeding  $35  0 50 

Exceeding  $35,  and  not  exceeding  $50 1 00 

For  every  additional  $50,  or  fractional  part  thereof - 1 00 

Power  of  Attorney,  to  collect  rent,  dispose  of  stocks,  collect  interest 0 25 

Power  of  Attorney,  to  lease  or  sell  real  estate - 1 00 

Probate  of  Will,  or  Letters  of  Administration,  estate  not  exceeding  $2,000  in  value  1 00 

Each  additional  $1,000  0 50 

Eeceipts  for  the  payment  of  any  sum  of  money  or  debt  due,  or  for  a draft  or  other 

instrument  given  for  the  payment  of  nioney,  exceeding  $20  0 02 

Writ  or  Appeal  for  Justice’s  Court ----  0 50 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  tlie  year  ISTO,  by  0 R.  Kiwgsbdrt,  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
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THE  FOUR  SEASONS. 


D.  H.  M.  D.  H.  M. 


Winter 

begins,  1870,  December 

21, 

7 
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0 

51  mo.  Trop. year,  365 

5 
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CYCLES  OF  TIME  AND  CHURCH  DAYS. 


Dominical  Letter  - A 

Epact 9 

Solar  Cycle 4 

Golden  Number  - 10 

Koman  Tndiction 14 

Jewish  Lunar  Cycle  • 7 

Dionysian  Period 200 

Julian  Period 6585 


Septuagesima  Sund.  - -Feb.  5 
Sexagesima  “ “12 

Quinquagesima  “ “ 19 

Ash  Wednesday  “ 22 

Quadragesima  Sund.,  “ 26 

Mid-Lent  Sunday Mar.  19 

Palm  Sunday April  2 

Good  Friday “ 7 


Easter  Sunday April  9 

Low  Sunday “ 16 

Rogation  Sunday May  14 

Ascension  Day “ 18 

Pentecost  Day “ 28 

Trinity  Sunday June  4 

Corpus  Christi “ 8 

Advent  Sunday Dec.  3 
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ECJilPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1871. 


I.  A Partial  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  January  6,  in  the  even- 
ing; visible  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States,  and  east 
of  Alabama  and  Minnesota,  the  Moon  rising  more  or  less 
eclipsed.  The  middle  of  the  eclipse  will  be  visible  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  United  States.  Size  there  8.316 
digits  on  the  southern  limb.  See  the  annexed  table. 

II.  An  Annular  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  June  17;  invisible  in 
America. 

ni.  A PartiaJf  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  July  2,  in  the  morning; 
visible  in  California  and  Oregon.  The  eclipse  begins  at  San 
Francisco,  California,  and  in  Portland,  Oregon,  at  4h.  16m. 
in  the  morning;  and  the  Moon  sets  eclipsed  in  part  in  the 
Pacific  states. 

IV.  A Total  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  December  11;  invisible  in 
America. 

M — 


ECLIPSE  OP  JANUARY  6. 


PLACES. 

Moon 

rises. 

Eclipse 

ends. 

Boston 

4 40 

6 3 

Portland 

4 35 

6 6 

Quebec  

4 23 

6 2 

Montreal 

4 29 

5 53 

Toronto  

4 35 

5 48 

Providence-  - 

4 42 

6 2 

New  York  - - - 

4 45 

5 51 

Rochester  — 

4 37 

5 42 

Philadelphia 

4 59 

5 47 

Baltimore  --- 

4 55 

5 41 

Washington  - 

4 51 

5 39 

Charleston  - - 

5 7 

5 27 

Richmond-  - 

4 58 

5 37 

MORNING  STARS. 

Venus  { ? ) from  Sept.  26  to  end  of  the  year. 
Mars  ( ^ ) not  this  year. 

Jupiter  ( 11  ) from  June  30  to  Oct.  22. 

Saturn  ( ^ ; until  March  30. 


EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  until  Sept.  26. 

Mars  all  the  year. 

Jupiter  until  June  30,  and  after  Oct.  22. 
Saturn  from  March  30  to  end  of  the  year. 


PLANETS  BRIGHTEST. 

Mercury  February  13,  June  13,  and  October  6,  rising  before  the  Sun  ; also  April  20, 
August  17,  and  December  12,  setting  soon  after  the  Sun.  Venus  August  20  and  November  l[ 
being  at  the  latter  time  an  early  Morning  Star.  Mars  March  19,  rising  about  sunset.  Jupp 
TER  not  this  year,  not  reaching  the  opposition.  Saturn  June  28,  rising  about  sunset. 


The  Star  Sirius.— Many  things  combine  to  render  this  brilliant  star  an  object  of  pro- 
found interest  Who  can  gaze  on  its  pure  silvery  radiance,  and  reflect  how  many  ages  it 
has  adorned  the  heavenly  dome  with  its  peerless  lustre,  and  how  many  generations  of  man- 
kind have  rejoiced  in  it— and  among  them  all  the  wise  and  the  good  and  the  great  of  history, 
without  awe  and  admiration ! In  ancient  Egypt  it  was  an  object  of  idolatrous  interest.  It 
was  then  of  a brilUant  red  color,  but  is  now  a lustrous  white;  and  the  cause  of  this  change 
of  color,  as  well  as  the  nature  and  period  of  the  revolution  it  denotes  in  the  star  itself,  are 
wholly  unknown.  Its  distance  from  our  earth  is  not  less  than  1,300,000  times  our  distance 
from  the  sun;  and  its  light  must  travel  twenty-two  years  to  reach  us ! Another  circumstance 
of  deep  interest  connected  with  it  is,  that  it  has  changed  its  position,  during  the  life  of  the 
human  family,  by  about  the  apparent  diameter  of  the  moon;  and  that  astronomers,  detect- 
ing some  irregularities  in  its  motion,  have  been  convinced  that  it  had  a companion  star 

which  they  thought  must  be  non -luminous,  since  their  telescopes  could  not  detect  it.  But 
Mr.  Clark,  with  his  new  and  powerful  achromatic  telescope,  has  found  this  neighbor  of 
— Sirius,  hitherto  invisible,  and  verified  the  conclusions  to  which  astronomers  had  been  led  by 
**  reasoning  on  the  facts  they  had  ascertained. 

Locating  the  Stars. — The  German  Astronomical  Society  has  divided  the  work  of  cata- 
loguing the  stars  between  eleven  observatories  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  and  the  Chicago 
Observatory  in  this  country.  This  work,  which  has  not  been  done  since  1820,  will  occupy 
from  five  to  eight  years,  every  star  requiring  at  least  two  observations.  The  portion  of  the 
heavens  assigned  to  Prof.  Safford  of  Chicago  contains  8,000  stars,  and  he  expects  to  make 
Q 20,000  observations  with  his  magnificent  telescope. 

American  World-Finders.— Up  to  1781.  when  Sir  William  Herschel  discovered  the  dis- 
^ taut  Uranus,  but  six  planets  were  known  to  constitute  our  solar  system.  Since  then,  through 
^^e  improvements  in  the  telescope,  107  small  planets  have  been  discovered,  of  which  23.  or 
^ nearly  one-fifth,  have  been  the  trophies  of  the  scientific  skill  of  American  astronomers.  Of 
^ these,  17  were  discovered  by  two  astronomers  since  Maj^  1861;  9 by  Prof.  Watson  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  8 by  Prof.  Peters  of  Hamilton  College,  New  York. 
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Unsuspected  Sources  of  Heat. — Not  only  do  the  stars  fill  the  night  with  beauty  by 
their  radiant  light,  but  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  most  brilliant  give  out  a perceptible 
amount  of  heat.  Through  the  agency  of  a delicate  instrument  called  the  galvanometer,  and 
the  telescope,  it  is  easy  to  register  the  amount  of  heat  given  out  by  several  of  the  starry  orbs. 
It  is  a singular  fact,  that  though  the  full  moon  so  far  outshines  them,  the  same  instrument 
will  accord  scarcely  a trace  of  heat  from  the  luminary  that  shines  with  reflected  light. 

Vegetation  in  the  Moon. — It  was  for  a long  time  the  common  conclusion  among 
astronomers  that  the  moon  was  without  any  atmosphere,  and  destitute  of  water;  and  that, 
consequently,  neither  animal  nor  vegetable  life  could  be  supported  on  its  surface.  But  sev- 
eral eminent  modern  astronomers  have  maintained  the  moon  has  an  atmosphere,  though  of 
a very  limited  extent.  And  quite  recently  a German  professor  thinks  he  tbas  discovered 
signs  of  vegetation  on  the  surface  of  our  satellite.  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  certain 
dark  lines  or  scratches,  as  they  appear,  extending  across  the  slopes  of  the  highest  mountains 
in  the  moon.  These  have  been  variously  explained,  some  regarding  them  as  the  beds  of 
dried-up  streams;  others  as  the  channels  left  by  torrents  of  lava;  others  as  having  some 

other  origin.  Prof.  S claims  to  have  discovered  in  these  lines  a greenish  color,  which 

appears  at  certain  seasons,  lasts  a few  months,  and  then  disappears.  He  therefore  regards 
these  hnes  as  belts  of  vegetation.  If  his  observations  should  be  decisively  confirmed  by 
those  of  other  astronomers,  it  will  settle  the  question  that  the  moon  has  both  air  and  water, 
and  will  therefore  remove  one  presumption  against  the  existence  of  animal  life  on  its 
surface. 

A Wonderful  Invention. — The  most  powerful  microscope  ever  yet  made  magnified  two 
hundred  millions  of  times.  Prof.  Dickinson  of  New  York  has  recently  invented  a micro- 
scope whose  power  is  almost  inconceivable,  as  it  magnifies  nine  thousand  millions  of  times. 
With  such  an  instrument  philosophers  will  be  able  greatly  to  enlarge  their  acquaintance 
with  the  invisible  works  of  God. 

Girdling  the  Globe. — Cyrus  W’.,  Field,  who  was  identified  with  the  successful  laying  of 
the  Atlantic  cable,  has  sent  a memorial  to  Congress  for  the  incorporation  of  a Pacific  Sub- 
marine Telegraph  Company,  with  a capital  of  $10,000,000,  to  construct  a telegraph  cable, 
8,500  miles  in  length,  between  California,  Japan,  and  China,  by  way  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
to  be  completed  within  five  years.  When  this  line  is  constructed,  there  will  be  a continu- 
ous line  of  telegraph  around  the  globe.  There  are  now  64  submarine  cables  in  operation, 
making  an  aggregate  of  over  2‘2,000  miles. 

Sounding  the  Sea. — The  old  method  of  ascertaining  the  depth  of  the  sea  has  always 
been  untrustworthy,  and  all  soundings  of  over  a mile  in  depth  have  been  regarded  as  doubt- 
ful. A self-registering  instrument,  called  a bathometer,  which  promises  to  be  of  great 
value,  has  recently  been  invented  by  Mr.  Sidney  E.  Morse  of  New  York,  which  is  free  from 
the  chief  objections  to  the  old  methods.  It  is  also  more  i*apid,  for  while  they  required  from 
six  to  seven  hours  to  make  a sounding  of  2,000  fathoms,  the  new  instrument  will  descend  to 
that  depth  and  return  within  thirty  minutes. 

The  Bible  Record  not  Disproved. — It  is  sad  that  so  many  men  of  science  are  eager 
to  seize  any  fact  that  appears  to  discredit  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation ; but  many  as 
have  been  the  discoveries  which  have  been  expected  to  overthrow  the  Scripture  record,  they 
have  miserably  failed,  and  its  integrity  is  unimpeached.  A large  number  of  human  and 
seemingly  very  ancient  relics,  which  were  some  time  ago  found  near  Natchez  in  Mississippi, 
were  pronounced  by  certain  scientific  men  to  belong  to  an  age  of  extreme  antiquity;  but  on 
examining  them  carefully,  a hog’s  tooth  was  found  among  them,  which,  as  that  animal  was 
introduced  into  this  country  by  the  Spaniards,  brings  down  the  date  of  their  history  a long 
way  this  side  of  the  Deluge. 

Sweeping  the  Ocean  Bottom. — Science  is  busily  at  work  exploring  air,  earth,  and  sea. 
Recently  an  English  expedition  has  made  many  discoveries  in  dredging  the  bed  of  the  sea 
from  the  Bay  of  Biscay  to  the  Faroe  Islands.  It  ascertained  that  there  is  a stratum  of  warm 
water  150  fathoms  deep,  then  a stratum  of  colder  water  1 50  fathoms  deep,  below  which  it  is 
ice-cold.  It  was  formerly  supposed  that  no  animal  could  exist  lower  than  300  fathoms,  but 
various  forms  of  animal  life  have  been  brought  up  from  the  profoundest  depth  of  the  ocean, 
many  species  having  been  found  altogether  new  to  science.  Some  of  the  animals  brought 
up  from  a depth  of  1,270  fathoms,  or  nearly  a mile  and  a half,  had  perfect  eyes,  while  the 
color  of  their  shells  indicated  the  influence  of  light. 
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A Wonderful  Achievement. — Machinery  has  been  brought  to  such  perfection,  that  an 
iron  foundry  in  Pennsylvania  has  rolled  out  a finely  polished  sheet  of  iron  three  feet  long 
and  twelve  inches  wide,  thinner  than  ordinary  writing  paper,  and  weighing  but  three  and  a 
half  ounces. 

A Step  towards  Unity. — It  is  stated  that  France,  Belgium,  Italy,  Rome,  Switzerland, 
and  Spain,  containing  nearly  a hundred  millions  of  people,  have  adopted  the  French  franc 
as  the  monetary  unit ; Prussia  and  Austria  are  ready  to  follow ; and  Great  Britain  proposes 
to  assimilate  her  pound  sterling  to  twenty-five  French  francs.  If  the  United  States  should 
slightly  reduce  the  amount  of  silver  in  a dollar,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  five-franc  piece,  there 
would  be,  in  certain  coins,  a uniform  currency  throughout  most  of  Christendom. 


Itpnis, 

Manufactured  Poison. — At  a trial  in  Norwich,  Conn,,  where  some  liquor-sellers  had 
been  prosecuted  for  selling  adulterated  wines  and  liquors,  the  state  chemist  and  professor 
of  chemistry  in  Yale  College  testified  that  a sample  of  port  wine  given  him  to  analyze  con- 
tained sulphuric  acid  100  grains  to  the  gallon,  and  oxyde  of  lead  in  poisonous  quantities, 
about  45  grains  to  the  gallon.  The  alcohol  obtained  from  it  by  distillation  had  an  acid  taste, 
and  had  an  offensive  odor  from  the  coloring  matter.  Port  wine,  which  this  liquor  pretend- 
ed to  be,  is  a beverage  largely  prescribed  for  invalids. 

The  Best  Specimens. — One  of  the  leading  New  York  dailies  has  procured  samples  of  the 
brandy  and  whiskey  sold  by  the  principal  hotels  in  the  city,  and  had  them  analyzed  by  a 
skilful  chemist.  In  every  case  the  liquors  were  largely  diluted  with  water,  varying  from  65 
to  74  per  cent. ; every  specimen  but  two  contained  fusil  oil,  a dangerous  poison  with  power- 
ful intoxicating  qualities,  and  all  had  more  or  less  of  tannin  and  sugar.  The  price  of  the 
brandy  was  from  thirty  to  fifty  cents  a glass,  and  of  whiskey  twenty  to  thirty.  If  such  is  the 
kind  of  liquor  furnished  by  the  first  class  hotels,  what  must  be  that  retailed  in  the  common 
grog-shops  ? At  a recent  trial  of  a revenue  case,  some  specimens  of  brandy  w'ere  submitted 
to  skilful  experts,  who  swore  that  it  was  genuine,  and  worth  $12  a gallon  in  gold,  while  it 
was  proved  that  it  was  manufactured  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  not  brandy  at  all. 

Going  to  the  Fountain-head. — The  state  of  Vermont  has  passed  a law,  ordering  that 
when  an  intoxicated  person  wilfully  injures  the  person  or  property  of  another,  the  person 
who  unlawfully  furnished  him  with  liquor  shall  be  liable  for  the  damages ; and  in  case  of 
the  death  or  disability  of  any  person  from  such  injury,  or  in  consequence  of  intoxication, 
any  one  dependent  upon  him  may  recover  damages  from  the  liquor  seller.  This  is  putting 
responsibility  where  it  rightfully  belongs. 

Swill  and  Slops  for  Brink.— Chemists  assure  us  that  lagerbier,  a favorite  beverage 
with  many  drinkers,  is  of  the  nature  of  swill.  The  internal  revenue  reports  show  that  42,000 
barrels  of  “ saloon  washings,”  or  the  slops  that  accumulate  in  drinking  saloons,  are  annually 
redistilled  in  Cincinnati  for  the  benefit  of  the  lovers  of  strong  drink.  This  nauseous  refuse 
is  valued  at  two  dollars  a barrel,  and  yields  an  average  of  two  and  a half  gallons  of  spirits  to 
a barrel.  Tipplers  cannot  be  very  fastidious. 

The  Great  Promoter  of  Crime. — The  warden  of  the  Massachusetts  state-prison  says 
that,  during  the  eleven  years  he  has  been  in  that  institution,  twenty-one  persons  have  been 
imprisoned  for  killing  their  wives,  two  for  killing  their  fathers,  and  one  for  killing  his 
mother.  All  but  one  of  the  twenty-four  were  not  only  habitual  drunkards,  but  actually 
drunk  when  they  committed  these  crimes. 

A Corrupt  and  Corrupting  Business. — A United  States  senator  stated  in  his  place  in 
that  body,  that  well-informed  persons  believed  that  the  government  had  been  defrauded  of 
its  revenues  on  distilled  spirits  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  million  dollars ! 

Wasted  in  Smoke. — It  is  estimated  that  20,000  cigars  are  daily  sold  on  Broadway,  New 
York,  of  which  one-twentieth  cost  30  cents,  two-twentieths  25  cents,  one-fifth  20  cents,  two- 
fifths  15  cents,  and  one-fourth  10  cents;  making  $3,300  a day,  or  $1,204,500  a year  for  cigars 
on  that  single  street.  It  is  also  estimated  that  75,000,000  cigars  are  consumed  in  the  city,  at 
a cost  of  $9,650,000.  This,  with  the  amount  annually  expended  for  pipes  and  tobacco, 
makes  an  aggregate  of  $10,500,000  yearly  consumed  in  smoke  in  this  city.  The  total  amount 
of  internal  revenue  from  tobacco  and  its  manufacture  in  1865  was  $11,387,799. 

1*  A 
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Voluntary  and  Involuntary  Taxation. — It  is  stated  that  a hundred  million  pounds 
sterling  are  annually  spent  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  intoxicating  drink  and  tobacco ; 
being  more  than  £3  6s.  for  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  or  more  than  £13  for  every  adult 
male  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  amount  spent  upon  drink  is  nearly  double  the  whole 
expense  of  governing  the  United  Kingdom,  excluding  the  interest  of  the  national  debt; 
while  what  is  spent  on  ardent  spirits  and  beer  exceeds  the  entire  national  expenditure, 
including  that  interest.  They  expend  over  thirty  millions  on  gin,  whiskey,  and  brandy, 
more  than  double  the  cost  of  their  army ; forty -four  millions  for  beer,  or  five  times  the  cost 
of  their  navy;  and  four  times  as  much  for  tobacco  as  for  their  postal  service. 

Observance  of  the  Sabbath. — Efforts  are  made  in  London  to  discourage  the  publica- 
tion, delivery,  and  sale  of  newspapers  on  Sunday.  One  of  the  largest  proprietors  is  willing 
to  discontinue  his  Sunday  issue,  if  others  will  do  the  same.  One  news-vender  stated  that  in 
the  last  eleven  years  he  had  been  robbed  by  two-thirds  of  the  boys  whom  he  had  employed; 
which  he  ascribed  to  the  corrupting  influence  of  Sabbath  work.  The  principal  shops  in 
Paris  are  henceforth  to  be  closed  on  the  Sabbath,  the  merchants  having  taken  this  step  of 
their  own  accord.  They  appeal  to  the  good-will  of  the  public  to  aid  them  in  making  the 
measure  general. 

Nothing  Lost  by  Sabbath-keeping. — Count  Bismarck  of  Prussia,  hearing  that  the 
peasants  on  his  estate  were  in  the  habit  of  working  on  Sunday  ’,  wrote  to  his  bailiff’  to  stop 
it.  He  replied  that  aU  their  time  was  occupied  in  working  on  his  estate,  and  they  had  only 
Sundays  to  look  after  their  own  land.  The  count  then  authorized  him  to  allow  those  who 
had  land  to  harvest  their  own  crops  first  when  they  were  ripe,  but  to  forbid  their  working  on 
Sunday.  The  peasants  were  so  much  affected  by  this  generous  offer,  that  they  resolved  that 
the  count  should  lose  nothing  by  caring  for  them  first;  and  as  the  result,  his  work  was  bet- 
ter attended  to  than  ever. 

Hope  for  the  Hopeless. — Ten  years  ago  an  effort  was  commenced  by  the  Hon.  and 
Rev.  Baptist  Noel  and  other  Christian  men,  to  rescue  and  reclaim  the  outcast  and  aban- 
doned women  thronging  the  streets  of  London.  It  was  called  the  Midnight  Meeting  Move- 
ment. A large  number  were  gathered  into  a public  hall,  and  after  refreshments  had  been 
distributed,  they  were  kindly  and  faithfully  addressed,  and  urged  to  return  to  the  paths  of 
virtue.  These  efforts  have  resulted  in  the  hopeful  conversion  of  hundreds,  and  in  the  res- 
cue of  a thousand  yearly  of  these  unhappy  females,  who  have  been  restored  to  their  friends, 
placed  in  situations,  assisted  to  emigrate,  married,  or  in  some  way  enabled  honorably  to 
maintain  themselves.  The  work  commenced  in  London  has  extended  to  many  of  the  cities 
of  Great  Britain  and  to  the  Continent.  It  is  said  that  there  has  not  been  one  of  the  midnight 
meetings  which  has  not  been  owned  as  the  means  of  restoration  and  conversion. 

Pneumatic-Tube  Messages.— For  a year  or  more  past,  iron  tubes  have  been  used 
between  London  and  the  principal  cities  in  Great  Britain  for  the  conveyance  of  messages. 
An  American  gentleman  visiting  Glasgow  had  occasion  to  send  a telegram  to  London;  and 
fearing  he  had  made  a serious  mistake,  called  at  the  office  soon  after  to  see  the  message  he 
had  written.  To  his  surprise,  he  was  told  his  paper  was  already  in  London ; and  at  his 
request  it  was  returned  from  London,  in  a very  few  minutes,  for  his  inspection.  He  was 
introduced  to  the  operating-room,  saw  a number  of  messages  slipped  into  a pasteboard 
scroll  and  placed  in  the  tube.  He  heard  a slight  rumbling  noise  for  a short  time,  when 
a bell  beside  him  rang,  indicating  that  the  messages  had  reached  the  General  Postoffice  at 
London,  four  hundred  miles  off.  Who  knows  but  that  persons,  as  well  as  messages  and  par- 
cels, may  be  sent  in  this  marvellous  manner  before  many  years  pass  ? 

Explorations  in  Palestine.— A society,  formed  several  years  ago  in  England  to  inves- 
tigate the  topography  of  the  Holy  Land,  have  been  making  excavations  in  Jerusalem  near 
the  site  of  the  Jewish  temple.  The  groundwork  of  the  ancient  street  has  been  reached  in 
some  places,  and  a system  of  drains  and  reservoirs  explored.  Under  the  supposed  area  of 
the  temple  are  found  large  tanks,  holding  five  millions  of  gallons  of  water.  The  base  of  the 
ancient  wall  on  the  southeast  of  the  temple  area  has  been  reached,  through  seventy  feet  of 
rubbish.  It  is  hoped  to  fix  definitely  the  site  of  the  temple,  and  to  settle  many  doubtful 
points  concerning  this  region  of  such  absorbing  interest  to  the  world. 
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g nivlstwas  laraU 

Born  ! 

Who  was  born 
On  this  golden  morn  ? 
God’s  beloved  Son  ! 

Christ  the  Holy  One  ! 

God’s  best  gift  to  man 
Since  the  world  began  ! 

And  this  morn  will  ever  be, 
Dearest  ones,  for  yon  and  me, 
In  its  memories  so  sweet. 

In  the  joy  its  gifts  repeat. 
Brightest  morn  of  all  the  year, 
Weary  hearts  to  cheer  ! 

.•r 


20 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


Blest  with  sight  of  heaven’s  enraptured  throng, 
Gladdened  with  angelic  song, 

Lifting  for  a sinning  world 
Crimson  banners  never  to  be  furled. 
Starred  with  love  divine 
For  a sign 

Of  the  glory  to  be  won  from  earthly  strife 
For  eternal  life  ! 

Of  a glory  which  may  be, 

Little  ones,  for  you  and  me  ! 

In  your  round  of  plays  and  carols,  say, 

Will  you  love  the  Saviour  this  memorial  day  ? 
Love  and  pray. 

Till  some  Christmas  day. 

In  the  fullness  of  His  love. 

He  shall  give  you  welcome  to  His  home  above  ! 


Chaeacter  is  mainly  shaped  by  the  minor  circumstances  of  life. 
Small  thefts  from  the  family  purse  led  Judas  at  last  to  sell  his  Master. 
It  was  Ruth’s  simple  choice  to  accompany  her  old  mother-in-law  to 
Bethlehem  which  made  her  the  ancestor  of  David’s  royal  line. 

Nor  is  character  ever  finished  by  anything  but  the  common  duties 
well  done. 

“The  trivial  round,  the  common  task 
Will  furnish  all  we  ought  to  ask  : 

Boom  to  deny  ourselves — a road 
To  bring  us  daily  nearer  God.” 

Just  as  success  in  one’s  calling  is  obtained  by  doing  common  things 
uncommonly  well,  so  growth  and  stability  of  Christian  character  are 
the  result  of  small  excellences  slowly  and  patiently  lived  out.  The 
religion  of  Sundays  and  revivals,  of  great  reforms  and  large  contribu- 
tions, is  not  the  religion  which  matures  piety.  Something  more  con- 
stant and  pervading  and  painstaking  is  necessary.  We  must  live  truly 
in  small  things,  and  adorn  the  ordinary  occasions  and  duties  of  life  with 
heavenly  tempers  and  practice. 


The  Lord  and  Saviour  of  the  church  sits  “ over  against  the  treas- 
ury,” and  beholds  how  people  “cast  money  into  the  treasury.”  And  he 
still  scans  not  only  what  is  cast  in,  but  what  remains  in  the  hands  of 
the  donor ; and  he  still  discerns  the  spirit  of  the  giver,  and  estimates 
the  real  greatness  or  littleness  of  the  offering,  not  only  by  what  is 
given,  but  also  by  what  is  retained. 
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I Em4:  MJacd  at  tti?  lITiutflt  |aar^. 

The  minister  was  the  last  to  go  out  of  his  church.  As  he  stood 
alone  on  the  steps,  a young  man  slowly  came  down  the  street.  He 
looked  sick,  very  sick,  pale  and  weary,  as  if  life  were  already  a burden 
greater  than  he  could  bear.  The  minister  spoke  a few  kind  words  of 
greeting,  and  went  his  way,  hardly  stopping  to  notice  the  bright  and 
grateful  expression  which  lighted  up  the  stranger’s  face.  A moment 
more,  and  each  was  lost  in  the  crowd  of  a great  and  busy  city. 

A few  weeks  after,  the  minister  was  called  to  visit  a sick  chamber 
outside  his  parish  bounds. 

“ I dare  say  you  do  not  know  me,”  said  the  sick  man,  stretching  out 
his  hand  to  Mr.  Grant  as  he  entered  the  room,  “but  I remember  you. 
You  once  spoke  a few  kind  words  to  me  at  your  church  door.” 

The  minister  hardly  recalled  it ; but  he  sat  down  beside  the  sick 
man  with  that  cheerful  and  tender  sympathy  which  characterized  all  his 
intercourse  with  his  suffering  fellows. 


“You  see,  sir,  I am  going,”  said  the  young  man ; “but  I can’t  die 
so.”  - 

Life  was  almost  over,  a short,  fast  life,  abruptly  closing  without 
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any  preparation  for  life’s  great  end ; no  present  comfort,  no  future 
hope  ; the  light  of  earth  fading  into  blackness.  Oh,  for  some  friend  to 
help  him  in  those  dark  hours  ! Who  ? He  had  no  pastor,  no  Chris- 
tian friend,  no  helper  in  his  sore  need.  His  boon  companions  could 
do  little  for  him  now  ; their  laughter  and  gayety  were  a loathing  to  his 
soul. 

Those  kind  words  and  looks  of  a minister  at  his  church  door  came 
to  his  mind ; indeed,  they  had  rarely  left  it.  His  heart  had  gone  out 
in  longing  for  him  ever  since  that  day.  That  was  the  friend  for  him. 
There  was  small  time  left,  and  his  landlady  hunted  him  up  and  sent 
for  him.  There  was  small  time  left,  but  time  enough  for  the  good  man 
to  lead  the  lost  man  to  his  Saviour. 

The  kindness  wdiich  first  won  the  young  man’s  attention,  won  his 
conscience,  won  his  convictions,  won  his  heart,  Avon  him  to  a penitent 
and  believing  trust  in  the  Redeemer  of  the  world ; and  A\dien  at  last  he 
died,  he  died  in  the  Christian  fold,  and  his  burial  services  Avere  held 
in  the  church  Avhich  he  never  entered  during  his  life. 

Ah,  kindness  is  a Avonderful  key  to  unlock  the  heart.  A kind  Avord, 
a kind  look,  avIio  can  tell  their  influence  ? They  hover  over  us  through 
many  a dark  and  devious  Avay,  like  a light  shining  in  a dark  place,  often 
leading  us,  Avith  a strange  instinct,  to  that  greater  Love  which  can 
alone  satisfy  the  longings  of  the  sin-sick  and  tempest-tossed  soul. 

Let  us  not  be  stingy  of  them. 


“ Has  Mr.  Andre avs  joined  your  church  ?”  asked  my  sharp,  crisp, 
discerning  sewing-Avoman  when  she  came  the  other  day  to  stitch  me 
up.  “ Yes,”  I said,  “ a feAV  months  ago.”  ' 

“I  said  so,”  she  cried  triumphantly  ; “ I said  so.  I told  Sally  so. 
I said  to  Sally,  ‘AndreAvs  has  joined  the  church,  you  may  dejpend 
upon  it.’” 

Mr.  AndreAvs  lived  in  the  next  house  to  Sally  and  her  sister,  both 
under  the  same  roof,  Avith  front  doors  side  by  side,  neighborly  little 
houses,  Avith  very  little  neighborly  intimacy  between  their  inmates. 

“ Why  did  you  think  Mr.  Andrews  had  joined  the  church  ?” 

“ Because  he  is  so  polite,”  said  Mary.  “ He  has  left  off  his  grouty 
ways,  and  says  ‘ Good  morning  ’ to  us  as  pleasantly  as  you  please.  Oh, 
I knew  he  had  joined  the  church.  I told  Sally  so.” 

I Avas  glad  to  find  the  church  has  the  credit  of  teaching  good  man- 
ners. It  ought  to  be  the  true  school  of  j)oliteness,  since  true  polite- 
ness is  kindness  kindly  expressed.  Our  piety  ought  never  to  fail  in 
kind  words,  in  cheerful  civilities,  and  neighborly  courtesies.  For  Iioav 
can  Ave  expect  others  to  honor  our  Lord  Avhom  we  practically  dishonor 
by  selfish  and  unlovely  lives. 
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m Mn. 

He  was  an  old  farm-servant  of  some  dear  friends  of  ours ; a good 
deal  bent  with  years  and  liard  work,  and  with  “the  wars,”  he  said, 
“fighting  the  Britishers  on  the  lakes.”  That  was  ever  so  long  ago,  and' 
yet  whenever  Jie  had  a bit  of  a chance  to  talk,  all  by  himself,  sitting  in 
the  sun,  he  loved  to  go  back  to  “the  war,” in  which,  whatever  laurels 
the  old  man  gained  were  gained  chiefly  in  “the  rheumatics.” 

He  rarely  talked,  however  ; never  spoke,  unless  spoken  to ; and 
then  his  manner  was  so  courteous,  so  respectful,  and  his  voice  almost 
tender  in  its  tone.  Family  he  had  none  ; there  had  been  wife  and 
children  in  days  gone  by ; yet  he  seemed  to  have  lived  always  on  the 
old  farm.  Sons  and  daughters  could  hardly  remember  the  barn  with- 
out old  Peter’s  form  gliding  in  and  out  among  the  hay-ricks.  “Faith- 
ful old  creature  !”  they  said.  I can  see  him  Sundays,  dressed  in  his 
clean  shirt,  sitting  on  a block  in  the  yard  under  the  shadow  of  the 
great  elm,  with  his  staff  in  his  hand,  looking  that  quiet,  vague,  reposing 
look  which  the  old  so  often  have,  his  lips  parted  in  a half-smile.  There 
he  sat  most  of  the  day  on  Sundays,  for  Peter  was  no  church-goer. 

“The  meeting-houses  are  not  for  such  folks  as  me,”  he  said  humbly 
one  day,  when  I briskly  asked  him  why  he  did  not  go  to  church,  wish- 
ing, since  it  was  Sunday,  to  make  some  appropriate  remark.  I fancy 
nobody  ever  invited  him  to  go,  or  expected  it  at  all. 
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Towards  the  last  of  old  Peter’s  life,  I spent  a week  at  the  farm,  and 
was  awakened  early  the  first  morning  by  the  voice  of  prayer,  loving, 
humble,  earnest  prayer,  in  the  unfinished  chamber  next  mine.  Who 
was  it  ? I listened.  It  was  such  a prayer  as  only  the  prayerful  can 
pray.  Who  was  it  ? Such  a prayer  ! It  went  to  my  heart  of  hearts. 
It  sounded  like  old  Peter’s  voice,  but  of  course  it  w^as  not  Peter.  That 
suggestion  was  immediately  dismissed. 

The  first  thing  I asked  at  breakfast  was,  “ Who  sleeps  in  the  unfin- 
ished chamber  ?” 

“ Oh,  old  Peter,”  they  said.  hope  he  did  not  disturb  you.” 

“ Does  old  Peter  'pray?  Is  old  Peter  a believer .?” 

“I  think,  if  there  is  a Christian  in  the  world,  it  is  Peter,”  said 
Sarah. 

Peter,  a fellow-disciple,  a Christian  brother,  a child  of  God,  an  heir 
of  glory  ! Peter,  outside  of  the  church,  outside  of  preaching,  of  pray- 
ers, of  ordinances  and  sacraments,  of  fellowship,  of  all  the  helps  and 
advantages  which  we  make  so  much  of  ! Humble,  devout,  reverent, 
loving  Peter,  whom  I had  so  often  looked  upon  with  pity,  for  his  pov- 
erty, ignorance,  outcastness  ! Peter,  richer  a thousand-fold  than  many 
a one  whom  I looked  up  to  and  admired  ! 

How  rebuked  I felt.  “ Stand  by,  for  I am  holier  than  thou.”  Yes, 
that  I am  sure  was  often  the  feeling  as  I brushed  by  poor  Peter  on  my 
way  to  the  orchard  or  the  oaks.  He  was  dear,  blessed  Peter  now. 

How  glad  and  thankful  I w\as ; for  God  knows  his  own  ; knows, 
loves,  and  consoles  them  without  our  aid  ; comforts  and  teaches  them 
without  our  nursing  or  care.  How  sweet  to  feel  that  all  over  the  world, 
in  the  byways  and  highways,  are  “ his  hidden  ones,”  who,  though 
despised  and  rejected  of  men,  yet  lean  on  the  arm  of  the  Beloved,  feel- 
ing their  way  to  the  better  land  beyond. 


^ i^daliattaw, 

A sailor  was  converted.  In  the  glow  and  gladness  of  his  first  love 
he  was  heard  to  exclaim,  “To  save  such  a sinner  as  I am  ! He  shall 
never  hear  the  last  of  it !” 

“ He  shall  never  hear  the  last  of  it.”  How  often  has  it  been  the  lan- 
guage of  anger,  of  jealousy,  of  revenge,  of  an  evil  and  a bitter  heart, 
perpetuating  its  own  wretchedness. 

Here  it  is  the  language  of  Christian  triumph — of  gratitude,  of  joy, 
of  abounding  love.  Through  all  eternity  the  redeemed  shall  sing  tlie 
praise  of  Him  who  died  that  they  might  live,  who  brought  them  out 
of  darkness  into  His  wonderful  light.  “ He  shall  never  hear  the  last 
of  it.” 
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Of  course  the  crane,  the  hooks,  the  blinking  bricks,  the  wide 
open-mouthed  chimney  of  the  old  kitchen  fire  had  to  go  by  the  board. 
The  grim  stove,  with  its  compensating  economies,  swept  ruthlessly 
away  its  ruddy  glow,  leaving  December  twilights  bereft  of  the  shifting 
radiance  which  fed  the  fancies  of*  our  childhood.  What  valor  in  that 
batallion  of  sparks  trooping  upward  ! what  jDassionate  fervors  in  the 
encircling  flames ! what  a generous  hospitality  in  the  ample  hearth  ! 
How  many  aggressive  impulses  were  harmlessly  incarnated  in  a vigor- 
ous launch  of  the  old  tongs  against  the  back-log,  which  otherwise  might 
have  set  whole  neighborhoods  in  flames  ! 

Think  too  of  the  stately  tin-kitchen,  with  its  spits  and  skewers, 
parading  its  broadside  of  sirloin  to  the  hickory  fire  ! Think  of  the  spi- 
ders and  skillets  that  stood  upon  their  legs  in  their  day  ; Dutch-ovens 
baking  on  the  crane,  brick-ovens  whose  crackling  and  roaring  flames 
pictured  the  fiery  furnace  of  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abednego,  and 
the  fire-cake  modestly  toasting  on  a tin  between  the  andirons  ! 

Think  of  the  huge  brass  kettle  of  washing  days,  and  of  those  higher 
days  in  the  calendar,  soap-making  and  pig-killing,  when  the  old  kttchen 
resounded  with  a brawny  and  turbulent  activity,  and  “old  times”  held 
high  carnival  ! 

A day  is  but  a day.  How  did  our  grandmothers  get  through  such  a 
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world  of  work — sj)in,  sew,  knit,  bake,  brew,  wash,  wring,  mop,  scokr  ? 
every  tiling  done  with  home  skill  by  home  hands.  A day  is  still  a 
day  ; yet  with  all  the  help  of  washing-machines,  wringing-machines, 
sewing-machines,  all  the  improvements  and  abbreviations  of  labor,  we 
are  hurried,  hunted,  fretted,  and  goaded  for  want  of  time.  Leisure, 
that  much-coveted  leisure,  when  so  much  that  is  deferred  now  will  be 
begun,  is  still  as  far  off  as  ever.  A great  deal  of  make-shift,  neglect, 
shorL-coming,  omission  now;  amendment,  reformation,  good,  enjoy- 
ment, every  expectation  realized  when  we  have  leisure — the  good  time 
coming,  ah,  when  ! 

^ M 

fiut. 

“ Tracts  are  played  out,”  said  a gentleman,  who  by  saying  so  proved 
that  he  did  not  know  every  thing.  No,  no  ; tracts  are  doing  more  to- 
day than  ever  before.  They  are  better  written,  better  printed,  and 
more  read.  The  liveliest  pens,  the  richest  experience,  the  highest 
culture  of  the  best  minds  are  employed  in  writing  them.  The  most 
j)ungent  truths  are  most  pungently  put  in  them.  Every  thing  is  done 
to  arrest  the  eye,  rivet  the  attention,  instruct  the  understanding,  and 
convince  the  conscience.  Pictures  and  poetry  lend  their  charm.  Both 
paper  and  type  lit  them  for  a place  beside  the  choicest  books  of  the  cen- 
tre-table. They  are  beautiful  and  attractive.  I am  more  and  more  con- 
vinced they  will  be  read  when  statelier  sheets  are  set  aside  ; they  will  be 
heard  when  more  formal  instruction  falls  unheeded  on  the  ear  ; they  will 
move  the  soul  when  more  urgent  and  positive  methods  fail  to  reach  it. 

In  a late  awakening  in  our  town,  extending  to  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor,  tracts  were  some  of  our  most  efficient  instructors.  When  all 
w”as  said  that  there  was  time  to  say,  a tract  was  put  into  the  hand  of  an 
inquirer,  answering  almost  every  question,  and  solving  almost  every 
difficulty.  I was  more  struck  than  ever  with  the  clear  aaid  forcible 
manner  with  which  they  met  objections  and  explained  truths.  Choice 
religious  poems,  printed  on  small  sheets — “leaflets,”  I believe  they 
are  called — are  delightful  helps  for  saying  the  right  thing  at  the  right 
tim.e.  Slipped  into  a letter,  they  express  all  you  can  feel  and  more  than 
you  know  how  to  say.  Two  years  ago  a friend  sent  me  a leaflet,  con- 
taining “The  Child  on  the  Judgment-seat” — an  exquisite  little  poem, 
that  went,  like  an  arrow,  straight  to  the  heart  of  a darling  self-decep- 
tion. Who  could  have  so  wisely  directed  it ; who  could  have  so  faith- 
fully and  delicately  made  it  felt  ? Its  impersonality  robbed  the  probe 
of  its  smart.  Its  pathos  touched  the  heart. 

The  more  the  better  of  these  leaflets  shaken  from  the  tree  whose 
“leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.” 
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“Would  not  Franklin  like  to  see  tlie  telegrapli  ?”  cried  Tom,  who 
had  just  been  reading  how  the  observing  old  printer  brought  the  light- 
ning from  the  clouds.  Would  n't  he  ! That  indeed  was  the  first  tele- 
graphiug. 

To  show  how  slowly  the  i^iind  of  the  i^ast  read  and  interpreted  the 
book  of  nature,  we  find  tliat  the  common  tdecfcrical  phenomena  were 
noticed  seven  or  eight  hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era.  Amber 
was  seen,  iinder  certain  circumstances,  strangely  to  attract  things  tow- 
ards it.  It  was  a mystery.  The  Greeks  said  it  possessed  a soul.  The 
Arabs  called  it  “catch-chaff.”  That  they  knew  and  nothing  more. 
The  curious  property  of  amber  was  regarded  as  an  isolated  fact  ; nor 
was  it  until  sixteen  hundred  years  after  Christ  that  any  attempt  was 
made  at  classifying  electrical  iilienomena.  An  English  gentleman 
made  some  experiments,  which,  on  being  published,  attracted  atten- 
tion, and  electricity  soon  became  an  interesting  field  of  study  and 
research.  Franklin,  a hundred  years  after,  turned  his  shrewd  mind 
in  this  direction,  and  among  other  things  proved  that  the  largest  elec- 
trical battery  then  known  w^as  the  thunder-cloud  ; and  being,  as  you 
know,  a man  of  practice  as  well  as  theory,  he  invented  lightning-rods, 
to  Avard  off  the  damage  w'hich  an  ill-directed  discharge  of  the  fluid 
might  occasionally  do  to  our  houses  and  barns. 

Electricity  since  then  has  become  wddely  known,  and  plays  an 
important  part  both  in  physics  and  mechanics.  That  it  should  jn-ove 
the  swiftest  post  for  the  transmission  of  ne^vs,  over  both  land  and  sea, 
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is  a marvel  of  mind  as  well  as  a triumph  of  perseverance  and  skill. 
Circling  the  continents,  mastering  the  stormy  Atlantic,  we  now  see  that 
indomitable  enterprise  proposes  to  run  a line  over,  or  rather  under  the 
broad  Pacific,  touching  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  making  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  globe. 


When  God  at  first  made  man. 

Having  a glass  of  blessing  standing  by, 

‘‘Let  ns,”  said  he,  “pour  on  him  all  v/e  can 
Let  the  world’s  riches,  which  dispersed  lie 
Contract  into  a span.” 

So  Strength  first  made  a way  ; 

Then  Beauty  flowed,  then  Wisdom,  Honor,  Pleasure  : 
When  almost  all  was  out,  God  made  a stay, 

Perceiving  that  alone  of  all  his  treasure, 

Best  in  the  bottom  lay. 

“For  if  I should,”  said  he, 

“Bestow  this  jewel  on  my  creature, 

He  would  adore  my  gifts  instead  of  me. 

And  rest  in  nature,  not  the  God  of  nature  ; 

So  both  would  losers  be. 

“Yet  let  him  keep  the  rest. 

But  keep  them  with  repining  restlessness  ; 

Let  him  be  sick  and  weary,  that  at  least, 

If  goodness  lead  him  not,  yet  weariness 

May  toss  him  on  my  breast.”  Herbert. 


Hare  pets.  They  may  be  profitable  pets,  as  cows,  goats,  hens, 
pigeons;  or  unprofitable,  as  Love  birds,  Java  sparrows,  Italian  grey- 
hounds, and  Hussian  cats.  It  is  refreshing  to  find  an  accomplished 
professional  man  writing  a delightful  chapter  on  domestic  dogs  and 
their  merits.  Don’t  fear  the  waste. of  food — unless  indeed  you  are 
conscious  of  starving  some  human  being.  Bemember,  God  created 
all  these  creatures  you  are  so  ready  to  call  useless  ; and  if  human  beings 
were  condemned  by  this  criterion,  how  many  of  us  would  be  left  ? No 
massacre  in  history  w^ould  be  equal  to  that  great  immolation  of  women 
and  children,  and  men  thrown  into  the  bargain. 

Do  n’t  listen  to  that  foolish  and  bitter  saying,  that  they  will  only 
die  one  day  and  grieve  yon.  According  to  that,  you  would  not  love 
your  brother,  for  alas,  he  will  die  one  day,  and  your  heart  will  be 
wrung,  though  the  parting  may  be  but  for  a season. 
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The  icy  regions,  dreary  and  desolate  as  tliey  are,  are  yet  peopled 
by  active  and  liappy  life.  To  be  stire,  bugs  and  butterflies  do  not  ven- 
ture so  far  nortli.  Few  quadrupeds  but  the  bear  and  the  reindeer  and 
the  fox  make  a home  there,  and  dogs,  the  faithful  followers  of  man 
everywhere.  But  the  air  is  full  of  wings.  Innumerable  birds  take 
summer  quarters  among  the  dark  caverns  and  rocky  23recipices  of  the 
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far  north,  laying  their  eggs  and  hatching  their  young,  and  filling  the 
Arctic  solitudes  with  the  chirp  and  cluck  of  neighborly  interests. 

Foremost  among  them  is  the  Auk,  a name  given  to  a family  of  sea- 
birds with  much  diversity  of  size  and  habit.  This  is  the  Great  Auk, 
the  royal  family  of  Auks,  and  like  all  true  royalty,  rather  scarce  now- 
a-days.  Ifc  is  a famous  swimmer.  Its  wings,  you  see,  are  extremely 
small,  and  set  far  back  on  its  body  ; of  no  use  for  flying,  but  for  oars, 
m conjunction  with  its  feet,  it  plies  them  with  power  and  speed,  and 
soon  distances  the  most  expert  oarsman.  It  is  a smaller  auk,  a little 
creature  with  white  bosom  and  dusky  back,  with  hooked  bill  and  web- 
feet,  which  serves  the  young  Esquimaux  instead  of  bread  and  butter. 
Dr.  Kane  one  day,  when  he  was  very  hungry  himself,  came  upon  a 
whole  village  feasting  on  auks,  and  nothing  but  auks  ; there  were 
auks  boiling  and  auks  roasting,  while  the  children,  not  willing  to  wait, 
were  sucking  and  eating  auks  raw  with  as  much  relish  as  oranges  would 
have  with  us. 

Besides  this,  their  downy  skins  clothe  the  Esquimaux,  who  wear 
the  cast-off  coats  of  the  bear  and  the  fox  in  fashions  which  never 
change.  They  sit  up  like  the  great  auk,  and  are  sometimes  seen  sit- 
ting in  long  rows  on  ledges  of  rock,  looking  for  all  the  world  like  gal- 
lipots in  a doctor’s  shop.  Their  vast  numbers  j)rove  how  careful  is  the 
Lord  of  the  universe  to  supply  the  wants  of  his  creatures  ; for  where 
else  could  the  poor  Esquimaux  market  if  not  in  the  ca verms  and  cran- 
nies of  the  sea-birds  ? 

■ 

Mr.  Spurgeon’s  tabernacle  is  not  simply  a “ preaching  shoj),”  closed 
and  doing  nothing  from  Sunday  to  Sunday.  It  is  a hive  of  busy 
Avorkers,  from  seven  every  morning  till  night.  The  rooms  behind  and 
under  this  A^ast  edifice  are  used  for  the  pastor’s  college,  Avhere  young 
men  are  trained  for  the  ministry  without  expense.  They  are  boarded 
free  in  families  living  in  the  neighborhood — a iDlan  adoj)ted  partly  to 
avoid  the  temptations  of  collegiate”  life,  and  also  to  fit  the  young 
men  for  the  humble  x)ositions  in  life  Avhich  most  of  them  are  destined 
to  occupy.  Here  we  found  every  one  at  his  post,  and  the  Avhole  ma- 
chinery Avorking  Avithout  a hitch.  In  one  room  we  opened  the  door 
on  some  thirty  or  forty  young  men  celebrating  the  Lord's  Supper.  In 
another  we  found  an  aged  lady  conducting  a Bible  class  of  growm-up 
girls.  In  the  spacious  rooms  below  tables  Avere  laid  for  sixteen  hun- 
dred to  tea,  as  the  annual  church  meeting  Avas  to  be  held  in  the  even- 
ing. A secretary,  with  his  tAvo  clerks  under  him,  besides  Mr.  Spui*- 
geon’s  x>rivate  secretary,  form  the  staff  required  for  conducting  the 
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correspondence.  Nor  is  this  all.  In  another  room  is  a man  up  to  his 
eyes  in  books,  whose  business  is  to  manage  the  colportage ; while  yet 
another  is  used  for  packing  up  boxes  of  books  to  send  to  former  stu- 
dents, now  ]oastors  of  outlying  chapels,  and  by  them  circulated  from 
one  to  the  other. 

All  this  besides  an  “orphanage  ” at  Stock  well,  and  almshouses  and 
schools  at  Newington,  all  dependent  upon  the  parent  church.  Mr. 
Spurgeon’s  hold  on  his  people  is  strong  and  personal. 

“ I have  forty-two  hundred  members  on  my  church  books,”  he  says, 
“and  if  one  of  them  got  tipsy  I sliould  know  it  before  the  week  was 
out.” 

The  records  of  admission  to  the  church,  of  dismission  to  other 
churches,  and  receptions  from  them  are  kept  with  the  precision  of  a 
merchant’s  ledger  ; while  each  member  of  the  church  has  a ‘set  of 
twelve  communion  tickets,  with  dates  printed,  one  of  which  he  or  she 
is  expected  to  put  in  the  i)late  each  month,  to  attest  his  or  her  pres- 
ence at  the  “ordinance.” 


Bkeakfast,  dinner,  and  supper— the  table  round  which  family  life 
centres  two  or  three  times  a day ; the  only  occasions,  perhaps,  when 
all  meet  and  s^^end  a little  time  together,  face  to  face,  side  by  side, 
interested  in  the  same  thing,  occupied  the  same  way. 

“Only  to  eat.”  To  eat,  certainly  ; and  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  if 
among  our  lower,  are  not  among  our  least  pleasures.  God  has  made 
the  gratification  of  bodily  wants  enjoyable.  A good  appetite  is  a great 
blessing.  If  hunger  is  not  the  best  sauce,  no  sauce  is  good  without 
it.  But  not  only  for  eating ; it  can  be  made  a hundred  times  more 
than  a mere  jdace  for  feeding,  like  a stall  or  a trough.  It  is  a time  and 
place  for  the  liveliest  sociabilities ; when  the  dumb  should  speak  and 
the  deaf  hear  ; when  cares  should  be  tossed  off  and  vexations  thrown 
out  of  the  window,  and  all  the  come-out-able  and  come-at-able  parts  of 


32 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


our  lives  and  cliaracters  should  meet  and  mingle  in  friendly  inter- 
change. 

It  should  not  be  a sepulchral  table,  where  eating  is  made  a grave 
duty,  smiles  are  contraband,  and  words  suj)erfluous  ; wliere  the  clatter 
of  knives  and  forks  is  fearfully  resonant,  and  one  is  haunted  with  a 
strange  consciousness  of  swallowing.  Nor  a hurried  table,  with  every- 
body on  the  jump  ; pork  and  potatoes,  corn  and  cabbage,  puddings 
and  pies  eaten  on  time,  like  an  express-train  bent  on  making  its  con- 
nections. That  hurried  work  is  poor  work  it  abundantly  testifies,  bad 
manners  and  worse  digestion  being  the  result. 

Nor  yet  the  cross  table.  This  may  be  a very  decorous,  nay,  even  a 
very  elegant  table.  Sevres  and  silver  may  have  done  their  best  to 
adorn  it,  flowers  and  fruit  to  delight  the  eye  and  captivate  the  taste  ; 
but  grudges  and  feuds  and  pouts  and  moods  are  served  up  on  side- 
dishes  with  many  a hash  and  rehash  of  accusing  words.  The  master 
of  the  house  ventilates  his  loss  in  falling  stocks  by  a tongue  sharper 
than  needles  ; domestic  vexations  cloud  the  brightness  of  my  lady’s 
face  ; the  angry  squabbles  of  the  boys  linger  in  scowling  brows  and 
sullen  lips  ; while  the  young  ladies,  in  selfish  or  resentful  silence,  fail 
to  swallow  their  chagrins. 

Ah,  there  is  something  sweeter  and  healthier  than  these — the  cheer- 
ful family  table  spread  with  good  humor  and  spiced  with  pleasantry. 
Mother  graciously  dispenses  her  hospitalities,  suited  to  each  one’s  taste 
and  age.  Father  has  left  his  brief  in  the  office,  his  ledger  in  the 
counting-room,  and  forgets  them  as  Tom  does  his  algebra  and  Nepos. 
Ear,  eye,  mind  are  all  open  to  other  sights  and  sounds.  His  heart  has 
play.  He  has  much  to  hear  and  something  to  tell.  The  public  news 
is  rehearsed,  the  last  telegram  explained.  It  is  wonderful  how  many 
nice  little  incidents  both  about  persons  and  things  he  can,  and  what  is 
better,  %cill  narrate  to  the  little  audience  around  him  ; how  many  ques- 
tions he  patiently  answers ; how  attentive  he  is  to  the  smallest  w^ant ; 
how  forbearing  with  the  slowest  apprehension.  Many  and  many  a time, 
I know,  he  longs  to  eat  his  dinner  in  quiet,  or  spend  his  breakfast- 
time in  silently  maturing  the  plans  of  to-day.  No,  no  ; his  family  are 
around  him,  and  it  is  a time  to  interest,  quicken,  sympathize,  direct, 
control,  awaken  their  hearts  and  minds.  They  are  looking  to  him  ; 
shall  he  lose  these  precious  interludes  from  the  graver  and  more  absorb- 
ing cares  of  life,  not  only  to  instruct  and  delight  them,  but  to  bind 
them  to  himself  and  one  another  in  closer  bonds  of  love  and  sympa- 
thy ? The  children  are  allowed  their  share  in  the  conversation.  Many 
a knotty  question  from  school  and  play  is  solved,  many  a crook  straight- 
ened, many  a ruffled  feather  smoothed  by  the  clear,  quick  insights  of 
the  older  head.  Minds  are  fed  as  well  as  bodies,  appetites  are  whet- 
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ted  to  know  as  well  as  to  eat,  strength  is  gained  for  character  as  well 
as  for  muscle ; and  the  affections,  ah,  you  see  their  glow  in  the  kisses 
and  caresses  which  papa  finds  it  hard  to  break  from.  Coat  and  hat 
are  brought  by  loving  hands  and  willing  feet,  and  sorry  good-byes  are 
succeeded  by  small  expectant  faces  watching  at  the  door  for  his  return. 

That  is  not  only  a table  graced  with  means,  but  it  is  a means  of 
grace. 


My  little  maiden  of  four  years  old 
(No  m^^tli,  but  a genuine  child  is  she. 

With  her  brown,  brown  eyes  and  her  curls  of  gold) 

Came,  quite  in  disgust,  one  day  to  me  ; 

Rubbing  her  shoulder  with  rosy  palm. 

As  the  loathsome  touch  seemed  yet  to  chill  her, 

She  cried,  “O  mother,  I found  on  my  arm 
A.  horrible  crawling  caterpillar  ! ” 

And  with  mischievous  smile  she  could  scarcely  smother, 
Yet  a glance  in  its  daring,  half-awed  and  sliy. 

She  added,  “While  they  were  about  it,  mother, 

I wished  they’d  just  finished  the  butterfly!” 

They  were  words  to  the  thought  of  the  soul  that  turns 
From  the  coarser  forms  of  a partial  growth, 
Reproaching  the  Infinite  Patience  that  yearns 
With  an  unknown  glory  to  crown  them  both. 

Ah,  look  thou  largely,  with  lenient  ej^es. 

On  whatso  beside  thee  maj"  creep  and  cling. 

For  the  possible  beauty  that  underlies 
The  passing  phase  of  the  meanest  thing. 

What  if  God’s  great  angels,  whose  waiting  love 
Beholdeth  our  pitiful  life  below. 

From  the  hol}^  height  of  their  heaven  above. 

Couldn’t  bear  with  the  worm  till  its  wings  would  grov/  1 
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JlUvat  ta  ? 

“I  do  not  know  wliat  I shall  do  with  myself  after  I leave  school,” 
says  many  a good  girl,  doubtfully  and  regretfully.  She  need  not  be 
afraid  of  her  difficulty ; her  position  is  a problem  (5f  the  present  day. 
How  to  train  the  faculties  of  women,  to  gather  up  and  employ  their 
energies ; how  to  provide  for  them  a quiet  and  noble  sphere,  at  once 
consistent  with  their  dependence  and  their  dignity ; how  to  furnish 
with  suitable  objects  the  disengaged  capacities  and  activities  of  mature 
single  women,  are  considerations  engaging  a host  of  the  great  and 
good — enough  with  a blessing  to  bring  woman’s  affairs  to  a happy 
issue.  The  solution  is  not  found,  but  it  may  not  be  distant.  The 
difficulties  run  this  way  : 

Shall  the  girl  return  to  the  pickling  and  preserving,  the  herb-gath- 
ering and  doctoring,  the  housewifery  and  sewing  of  her  great-grand- 
mother ? Shall  the  Protestant  girl  borrow  a lesson  from  Catholic 
humanity,  and  while  she  abjures  asceticism  and  unnatural  vow’s,  become 
a '‘deaconess”  instead  of  a “sister  of  charity have  her  role  regularly 
laid  down  of  teaching  the  ignorant,  nursing  the  sick,  feeding  the  hun- 
gry, and  clothing  the  naked  ? 

Or  shall  she  discover  her  bent  like  a boy,  pursue  her  profession, 
and  from  her  own  lawful  earnings  endow  and  cheer  her  own  dear  home, 
and  let  its  rays  stream  forth  on  poor,  burdened,  desolate  homes  else- 
where ? Probably  a solution  lies  in  a union  of  the  whole  three — in 
domesticity,  in  alms-deeds,  and  independence,  woven  into  a Christian 
crown. 

But  while  conflicting  opinions  are  at  work,  let  girls  think  more  of 
their  duties  than  their  rights.  Women’s  rights  ! Foolish  women  have 
made  the  words  a scandal  in  the  ears  of  the  community.  True  and 
tender  women  have  revolted  from  the  term,  and  avowed  they  had 
enough ; they  had  what  they  wanted  ; they  were  satisfied ; and  they 
felt  their  lots  were  in  their  own  'keeping.  It  is  a great  fact,  that  under 
Providence  a girl’s  lot  is  comparatively  in  her  own  hands.  She  may 
not  have  the  clearness,  conviction,  or  satisfaction  which  she  might 
enjoy  from  a direct  road  in  life  plainly  set  before  her,  and  a busy  heart, 
head,  and  hand  improving  its  rough  places ; she  may  long  and  pray 
after  greater  guidance  and  freedom  ; but  all  things  essential  to  her 
safety  and  happiness  are  hers.  For  after  all,  the  secret  of  happiness 
here  and  hereafter,  the  gold  thread  of  youth,  lies  in  loving  God  and 
loving  our  neighbor ; loving  them  early,  if  it  be  yet  possible ; loving 
them  well ; losing  one’s  own  life  in  theirs,  becoming  guileless  and 
docile,  meek  and  reverent  in  our  intercourse  with  them,  loving  them 
long,  yea,  for  ever. 
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Not  long  ago  a man  fell  under  the  suspicions  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment in  Cuba,  and  was  arrested.  He  was  tried,  and  unjustly  con- 
demned to  death.  It  was  in  vain  he  protested  his  innocence  of  the 
crime  laid  to  his  charge.  Neither  justice  nor  mercy  was  awarded  him. 
He  applied  to  the  English  consul  to  intercede  for  him,  for  he  was  an 
Englishman  by  birth.  He  applied  to  the  American  consul  to  intercede 
for  him,  for  he  was  an  American  by  adoption. 

Each  did  his  utmost  to  save  the  poor  fellow’s  life — to  gain  a reprieve, 
if  nothing  more.  But  the  Spanish  governor  was  inexorable.  He  de- 
termined to  let  the  law  take  its  course,  and  the  day  of  execution  came. 
Could  nothing  be  done  ? The  man  was  brought  from  his  cell,  bound 
hand  and  foot,  and  put  up  to  be  shot.  Not  a friend  could  save  him, 
much  less  could  he  save  himself.  On  all  sides  he  was  surrounded  by 
the  stern  authority  of  law  : law,  law,  law.  There  was  no  mercy,  no 
hope,  no  escape  from  the  iron-throated  muskets,  ready  at  a moment’s 
warning  to  take  his  life.  Could  nothing  be  done  ? 

Suddenly  the  American  consul  seized  the  American  flag,  pressed 
forward,  and  bravely  threw  it  over  the  condemned  man.  Under  its 
folds  w^as  shelter ; under  its  folds  safety.  Not  a trigger  was  drawn, 
not  a shot  fired.  Not  a man  of  them  dared  to  fire  on  the  Stars  and 
Stripes. 

The  English  consul  did  the  same. 

The  man  was  saved.  Wrapped  in  his  country’s  flag,  it  was  enough 
to  shield  him  from  the  condemnation  of  the  judge. 

And  does  not  the  transaction  remind  us  of  the  deeper  truths  under- 
lying the  moral  government  under  which  we  live  ? Is  it  not  a shadow 
of  things  done  or  to  be  done  in  our  spiritual  history  ? 

Are  we  not  accused,  condemned,  sentenced  under  the  law  of  God  ? 
Father,  mother,  brother,  sister,  friend  cannot  save  us,  still  less  can  we 
save  ourselves.  We  must  face  the  consequence  of  broken  law,  and 
that  is  death,  eternal  death.  The  law  knows  no  mercy ; it  is  stern, 
inexorable,  unchangeable. 

Is  there  no  hope  ? Can  nothing  be  done  ? Oh,  yes  ! Christ  comes 
to  our  rescue.  He  throws  over  us  the  robe  of  his  righteousness,  the 
garment  of  his  salvation,  and  beneath  its  folds  we  are  safe.  Justice 
gives  way  to  mercy  ; the  law  is  satisfied  ; yet  love  triumphs.  Christ 
died  for  us,  that  we  might  live  in  him.  Life  ! life  ! 

M 

The  whole  of  summer  is  at  work,  not  merely  to  make  leaves  and 
flowers  and  fruit,  but  just  as  soon  as  the  leaf  is  largely  formed,  it 
begins  also  to  make  a bud  for  the  next  year.  That  bud  is  for  the  next 
year’s  blossoming,  not  this  So  our  whole  lives  are  forming  the  bud 
seed  and  to  be  developed  in  another  life.  Of  what  kind  is  it  to  be  ? 
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Do  you  know  wliicli  is  the  largest  class  that  visit  “public-houses,” 
“Shades,”  oyster-saloons,  and  beer-gardens  ? Those  who  go  for  light, 
warmth,  music,  mirth,  company,  in  a word,  recreation. 

“Yes,  but  why  not  be  contented  with  the  i^ure  and  simple  pleasures 
of  home  ?” 

A poor  man’s  home,  what  is  it  in  an  over-crowded  community, 
where  families  are  often  so  huddled  together  that  it  is  impossible  for 
one  to  find  a quiet  corner  or  a decent  light  even  to  read  an  evening 
newspaper.  Even  if  it  were,  and  the  homes  of  the  poor  were  as  com- 
fortable as  their  more  prosperous  neighbors’,  do  these  content  them- 
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selves  with  the  simple  pleasures  of  home  ? Do  we  not  spend  millions 
of  dollars  every  year  in  various  forms  of  amusement,  some  of  them 
innocent  enough,  and  some  very  far  from  innocent  ? 

“ What  then  would  you  propose  ?” 

Unless  the  church  is  prepared  to  say  that  mirth  and  sunshine  and 
recreation  have  no  part  in  the  Christian  scheme,  then  it  ought  to  do 
something  to  redeem  legitimate  recreations  from  illegitimate  surround- 
ings ; to  sej)arate  wholesome  pastimes  and  pleasures  from  an  unwhole- 
some atmosphere ; and  to  see  to  it  that  when  men  and  women  crave 
recreation,  music,  companionship,  they  should  not  be  compelled  to 
seek  them  amid  the  underground  surroundings  of  a bar,  or  at  the  price 
of  “so  many  drinks  for  the  party.’’  Eight  here,  therefore,  must  a 
practical  temperance  reform  begin  ; and  the  church  ought  to  begin  it. 
Is  it  enough  to  do  for  a poor  wretch  to  hand  him  a tract,  entitled  “ The 
Drunkard’s  End,”  or  to  guide  his  shaking  hand  while  he  signs  the 
pledge,  which  there  is  every  probability  he  will  break  in  twenty-four 
hours?  What  is  the  church  doing  to  help  the  drunkard  keep  his 
pledge  ? What  is  it  doing  to  counteract  the  allurements  of  the  grog- 
gery  ? The  devil  is  hospitable  enough.  What  attractions  is  the  church 
holding  out  to  keep  men  from  accepting  his  invitations  ? We  build 
churches  and  mission-chapels,  and  open  them  for  an  hour  or  two,  per- 
liaps,  three  times  a week.  As  the  young  man  leaves  his  dreary  abode 
in  the  evening,  he  goes  by  the  only  building  in  his  neighborhood,  per- 
haps, that  witnesses  for  the  religion  of  Jesus.  It  is  silent,  dark,  and 
closed.  But  round  the  corner  there  is  another  building  radiant  with 
all  the  splendors  of  plate-glass,  brilliant  lights,  “taking”  signs,  and 
the  contagion  of  laughter  and  song.  Be  he  young  or  old,  he  must  be 
very  often  a strong  man  who  gets  by  that  door.  Meanwhile,  what  are 
Christians  of  any  name  in  our  great  cities  doing  to  fight  the  devil  with 
wisely  selected  weapons  ? The  increase  of  intemperance  is  simply 
ax3palling.  If  .we  would  arrest  it,  we  must  meet  it  squarely.  When 
we  see  men  going  down  stairs  into  a rum-hole,  Ave  must  not  merely  say, 
“Don’t  go  there,”  but,  “Do  come  here;”  and  the  hospitalities  which 
we  ofier  them  must  be  such  as  shall  not  only  meet  and  gladden  every 
innocent  taste,  but  shall  elevate  and  purify  those  which  have  become 
depraved.  If  to-morrow  any  congregation  of  Christian  people  in  the 
vast  metropolis  of  New  York  should  set  to  work  to  build  and  adorn  and 
equip  some  sj)acious  and  inviting  structure,  where  there  would  be  books 
and  newspapers,  and  a coffee-room  and  free  concerts,  and  every  other 
kindred  form  of  diversion  and  instruction  ; and  having  planted  such  a 
building  in  some  crowded  and  neglected  district,  should  crown  it  with 
the  cross,  and  fling  its  doors  wide  open  to  welcome  all  comers,  saying. 
We  have  done  this  in  Christ’s  name,  and  in  practical  fulfilment  of  his 
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supreme  law  of  love’' — ifc  would  do  more  than  any  otlier  human  instru- 
mentality to  make  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  a living,  loving  reality 
to  the  eyes  and  hearts  of  the  poor  around  it. 


“You  had  better  take  to  your  heels,”  said  James  Jones  to  Charlie 
Frazier.  “ See  the  mischief  you  have  done.  That  woman  will  report 
you  to  the  police.  Scud  !” 

“ Scud  !”  cried  Charlie  indignantly  ; “do  you  take  me  for  a coward 
like  that  ? I know  I have  done  mischief,  and  I shall  report  myself 
accordingly.  ” 

Charlie  had  broken  a pane  of  glass  in  a neighbor’s  house,  bringing 
a poor  w^oman  into  some  trouble  and  expense.  At  once  he  went  and 
told  her  of  the  accident. 

“ My  grandmother  gives  me  a little  spending  money  no'w  and  then,” 
said  Charlie,  “and  I will  come  and  pay  you  for  the  damage,  if  I cannot 
for  the  trouble.  I am  very  sorry  for  my  carelessness.  I hope  you  will 
pardon  it.” 

“ Y’ou  are  a manly  little  fellow,”  said  the  woman. 

She  did  not  say  it  was  no  matter,  because  it  was  matter.  She  did 
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not  tell  him  not  to  trouble  himself  about  it,  because  it  was  better  he 
should  trouble  himself  about  it  ; for  even  children  have  no  right  to 
abuse,  hurt,  or  destroy  other  people’s  things  without  making  all  the 
reparation  in  their  power. 

It  made  a large  hole  in  Charlie’s  pocket  at  the  time,  but  I rather 
think  it  had  the  effect  of  stopping  other  and  worse  holes.  “ Taking 
better  care  the  next  time”  is  a clean  stepping-stone  to  good  habits. 


Bail  U Iffiutt. 

Whatever  you  have  to  say,  my  friend, 
Whether  witty,  or  grave,  or  gay, 

Condense  as  much  as  ever  you  can, 

And  say  in  the  readiest  way  ; 

And  whether  you  write  of  rural  affairs. 

Or  particular  things  in  town. 

Just  take  a word  of  friendly  advice — 

Boil  it  down. 

For  if  you  go  spluttering  over  a page 
When  a couple  of  lines  would  do, 

Your  butter  is  spread  so  much,  you  see. 
That  the  bread  looks  plainlj^  through  ; 

So  when  you  have  a story  to  tell. 

And  would  like  a little  renown. 

To  make  quite  sure  of  your  wish,  my  friend. 
Boil  it  down. 

When  writing  an  article  for  the  press. 
Whether  prose  or  verse,  just  try 
To  utter  your  thoughts  in  the  fewest  words, 
And  let  them  be  crisp  and  dry  ; 

And  when  it  is  finished,  and  you  suppose 
It  is  done  exactly  brown, 

Just  look  it  over  again,  and  then 

Boil  it  down. 

For  editors  do  not  like  to  print 
An  article  lazily  long, 

And  the  busy  reader  does  not  care 
For  a couple  of  yards  of  song  : 

So  gather  your  wits  in  the  smallest  space, 

If  you ’d  win  the  author’s  crown, 

And  every  time  you  write,  my  friend, 

Boil  it  down. 


fakp  lauragp. 

For,  rest  assured,  every  thing  may  be  borne,  with  God’s  help,  by  the 
good  and  true.  Mortification  and  anguish,  that  wistful  yearning  which, 
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like  hope  deferred,  maketh  the  heart  sick,  have  but  their  day.  En- 
dure them,  lift  them  up,  and  carry  them  as  a daily  burden,  permitted 
by  the  Master,  though  perhaps  administered  by  a fellow-servant ; have 
faith  in  heaven  and  earth  ; forget  yourself  in  others  ; pray,  work, 
enjoy — it  is  wonderful  how  many  enjoyments  are  left  to  the  smitten  ; 
and  the  new  dawn  will  rise  sooner  or  later,  which  will  ever  brighten 
into  the  cloudless  morning  of  eternity. 


HERE  it  is ! the  holy  city  ! Who  would 
not  like  to  visit  it — the  centre  of  our  most 
hallowed  associations?  And  yet  modern 
Jerusalem  is  not  the  Jerusalem  of  David  and  Solomon  and  Jesus: 
that  is  buried  beneath  the  wrecks  of  centuries.  A high  wall  sur- 
rounds the  modern  city,  whose  whole  circuit  is  two  miles  and  a half. 
It  was  always  fortified,  and  its  walls  and  towers  formed  its  most 
prominent  features.  Hence  the  language  of  the  exulting  psalmist : 
“ Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  ronnd  about  her ; tell  the  towers  thereof, 
mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks.”  There  is  no  shading  off  of  the  city  into 
the  country.  The  moment  you  pass  the  gates  of  J erusalem  you  are  in 
the  country — a country  open;  bare,  without  a single  house,  and  almost 
desolate.  Not  a green  spot  is  visible,  and  not  a tree,  save  here  and 
there  a small  clamp  of  gnarled  and  dusky  olives.  There  is  no  gran- 
deur, beauty,  or  richness  in  the  scenery.  It  is  bleak  and  featureless. 
Hence  the  sad  disappointment  felt  by  most  travellers  on  approaching 
Jerusalem  from  the  west  or  north.  But  should  you  stand  on  a sunny 
morning  on  the  brow  of  Olivet,  and  look  down  on  the  city  crowning 
these  battlemented  heights,  encircled  by  deep  and  dark  ravines,  you 
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would  involuntarily  fjxclaim  : “Beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  tlie 
whole  earth  is  Mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  great  King !’’ 

The  chief  point  of  interest  is  the  Temple  and  its  court.  A splendid 
marble  mosque  occupies  the  supposed  site  of  the  old  temple.  Beneath 
the  dome  is  a rock,  rising  five  or  six  feet  above  the  marble  floor.  The 
Jews  regard  this  rock  as  the  holiest  spot  on  earth.  Here,  they  say, 
Abraham  offered  his  sacrifice  ; here  was  the  threshing-floor  of  Oman, 
which  David  bought,  and  on  which  Solomon  built  his  temjDle.  Thus 
the  exact  site  of  Solomon’s  temple  is  identified ; and  thus  too  we  see 
that  the  golden  crescent,  the  symbol  of  the  false  prophet,  is  now  raised 
on  high,  as  if  in  scorn  and  derision,  over  the  very  spot  where  tlie  she- 
kinah-glory  appeared  of  old. 

The  next  point  of  interest  is  the  Church  of  the  K0I3"  Sepulchre.  It 
was  built  by  Constantine,  and  dedicated  in  a.  d.  335 ; nor  can  I tell 
how  many  times  it  has  been  destroyed  and  rebuilt,  only  that  the  church 
as  it  now  stands  was  consecrated  in  1810.  The  principal  part  of  the 
building  is  the  rotunda,  open  at  the  top  like  the  Pantheon.  Beneath 
the  dome  stands  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  a little  structure,  like  a miniature 
church.  It  contains  two  small  chambers ; the  first  is  called  the  “ Chapel 
of  the  Angel.”  We  pass  through  this,  and  enter  the  sepulchre  by  a 
low  door.  If  is  a vault,  measuring  six  feet  by  seven.  A tomb  fills  the 
whole  of  the  right  side.  Over  it  hang  forty  lamps  of  gold  and  silver, 
constantly  burning.  Pilgrim  after  pilgrim,  in  endless  succession, 
crawl  in  on  their  bended  knees,  putting  lips,  forehead,  and  cheeks  to 
the  cold  marble,  bathing  it  with  tears,  then  drag  themselves  backward, 
still  in  the  attitude  of  devotion,  until  the  threshold  is  again  crossed. 

This  is  common  property  ; it  is  open  to  all.  Bival  sects  sometimes 
meet  here,  and  it  is  only  the  presence  of  a Turkish  guard  that  prevents 
hostilities. 

“Does  the  Church  of  the  Sepulchre  cover  the  real  tomb  of  our 
Lord  ?”  some  one  may  ask.  It  is  impossible  to  tell.  But  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  traditional  “holy  places,”  Zion  and  Moriah, 
Hinnom,  Olivet,  and  the  Kidron  are  there.  And  though  the  temple 
has  “not  one  stone  left  upon  another;”  though  the  “Holy  City  is 
trodden  down  by  the  Gentiles,”  and  mockery  is  enshrined  in  its  sanc- 
tuaiy,  the  glens  which  echoed  back  the  monarch  minstrel’s  song,  the 
hills  over  which  Jesus  walked,  and  on  whose  sides  he  taught  and 
prayed,  the  vines,  the  figs,  the  .olives,  which  suggested  his  beautiful 
parables,  are  all  there,  and  no  controversies  can  ever  rob  us  of  the  hal- 
lowed memories  they  recall. 

■ 

To  do  wrong  is  the  surest  way  to  bring  suffering ; no  wrong  deed 
ever  failed  to  bring  it. 
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Eatif, 

Katie’s  mother  went  out  to  work,  leaving  her  daughter  to  keep 
house  and  look  after  two  young  brokers.  Tom,  the  eldest,  was  six 
years  old,  and  had  a strong  will  of  his  own ; and  when  he  was  not 
pleased,  he  could  be  very  cross  and  ill-tempered,  vexing  his  sister  even 
into  beating  him,  though  she  was  a kind  sister  and  loved  Tom  dearly. 
The  peace  and  quiet  of  home  were  often  dreadfully  upset  by  Tom’s 
conduct,  which  worried  and  grieved  the  poor  mother  ; yet  what  could 
she  do  but  go  and  tell  Jesus,  and  pray  him  to  fit  Katie  for  her  great 
change  ? 

I cannot  stop  to  tell  you  how  it  was  brought  about ; but  her  dear 
mother’s  prayers  were  answered,  and  Katie  became  a Christian  child. 
She  loved  the  Lord ; she  had  his  spirit,  and  tried  always  to  do  his  will. 
And  you  will  see  what  happened  at  home  in  consequence  of  it. 

She  read  in  the  Bible  that  “ a soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath,”  and 
in  school  they  often  sung  the  sweet  hymn,  “Kind  words  can  never 
die  and  so  by  kindness  and  soothing  words  she  often  prevented  the 
outbursts  of  temper  which  little  Tom  used  to  give  way  to. 

But  then  she  was  not  always  successful ; for  since  Tom  now  found 
that  Katie  did  not  beat  him,  he  sometimes  took  advantage  of  her  for- 
bearance, and  stormed  more  violently  than  ever. 

Katie,  however,  prayed  a great  deal  for  her  little  brother,  and  was 
deeply  grieved  over  his  bad  temper.  At  last  she  asked  her  teacher 
what  slie  had  best  do. 

'“Dear  Katie,”  said  the  teacher,  “none  but  God  who  changed  your 
heart,  can  change  your  little  brother’s  heart.  Continue  to  be  very 
kind  to  him,  and  pray  for  him,  and  try,  if  you  can  get  a chance,  to 
pray  with  him.  At  any  rate,  do  not  give  up,  but  keep  praying  for  him, 
keeping  at  the  same  time  a strict  watch  over  your  own  temper.” 

This  good  advice  the  little  girl  received  thankfully,  and  what  is 
better,  tried  to  act  upon  it  more  and  more.  She  continued  still  very 
kind  to  Tom,  and  prayed  for  him,  but  somehow  could  never  summon 
up  courage  enough  to  take  him  by  the  hand  and  pray  with  him. 

One  day,  however,  Tom  was  particularly  trying  ; he  was  so  cross, 
that  she  could  hardly  keep  herself  from  giving  him  a good  spanking. 
At  last  he  threw  on  the  floor  a plate  which  his  mother  valued,  smashing 
it  in  pieces.  This  was  more  than  Katie  could  bear  ; and  she  tried  to 
drag  him  into  another  room,  to  stay  till  his  mother  came  home.  No, 
no.  Tom  made  a violent  outcry.  He  scratched  and  kicked,  and  kicked 
iind  scratched,  and  gave  Katie  herself  as  smart  a kick  as  a stout  angry 
little  fellow  could.  The  pain  roused  Katie’s  anger,  and  she  was  just 
ready  to  fall  on  him,  when  there  came  rushing  through  her  mind  the 
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words  of  tliG  Lord  Jesus  which  she  had  repeated  only  the  Sunday  before 
to  her  teacher ; they  were  these  : “ But  I say  unto  you  that  ye  resist 
not  evil,  but  whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the  right  cheek,  turn  to 
him  the  other  also  and  when  ^he  thought  how  near  she  had  been  to 

grieving  the  Lord,  she  forgot  her  pain,  and  with  the  tears  in  her  eyes 
she  clasped  her  little  brother  in  her  arms,  and  kneeling  down  upon  the 
floor,  poured  out  her  heart  to  God  for  forgiveness  for  herself,  and  that 
he  might  change  her  brother’s  naughty  heart  and  overcome  his  wicked 
temper,  for  Christ’s  sake. 

So  she  earnestly  prayed  for  and  with  little  Tom.  When  she  arose 
from  her  knees  his  passion  was  ail  gone,  and  the  tears  came  down  his 
cheeks  as  he  lisped  out : “ O God,  hear  Katie,  and  forgive  naughty 
Tom,  for  Christ’s  sake.” 

From  that  good  day  peace  began  to  reign  in  this  little  home.  Tom 
grew  quiet  and  gentle,  and  the  conduct  of  both  loudly  says.  If  you 
want  to  be  successful  and  save  yourself  from  vexations  and  crossness 
and  anger,  you  must  pray  much  for  power  over  your  own  heart,  and 
seek  His  help  “ who  resisteth  the  proud  and  giveth  grace  to  the  hum- 
ble.” 

I CANNOT  find  that,  in  the  wide  or  concentrated  laws  of  the  Bible, 
there  are  any  express  injunctions  to  formal  acts  in  the  promotion  of 
godliness,  beyond,  “Search  the  Scriptures;”  “Be  instant  in  prayer;” 
“ Forsake  not  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together ;”  “ Do  good  and 
communicate.  ” The  mantle  is  a wide  one  ; preserve  its  simple  integ- 
rity, and  its  folds  will  fit  the  shape  of  youth  and  age,  rich  and  poor, 
those  whom  the  north  gives  up,  and  those  whom  the  south  keeps  not 
back. 

Do  not  cut  and  confine  it  for  mankind,  according  to  your  own  poor 
taste  and  figure,  at  your  peril. 


A GKEAT  deal  is  written  in  a wholesale  way  against  gossip.  Mali- 
cious gossip  is  evil-speaking,  and  is  breaking  a commandment.  Away 
with  it  ! Kindly  and  thoughtful  gossip  is  incidental  to  our  interest  in 
and  contact  with  our  race.  Talk  of  fashions,  habits,  accidents,  econ- 
omy, babies,  and  the  weather  is  the  limpid  flow  of  a large  number  of 
minds ; and  shame  upon  any  mind,  however  strong  or  stored,  which 
cannot  readily  relax  to  it  and  luxuriate  in  it.  There  is  nothing  com- 
mon or  unclean,  there  is  nothing  really  trifling  which  affects  humanity  ; 
the  greatest  will  be  the  tenderest. 


Do  not  squander  time,  for  time  is  the  stuff  life  is  made  of. 
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Fcuttilr 

Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I will  give  you  rest.” 
My  God,  I thank  thee  who  hast  made 
The  earth  so  bright, 

So  full  of  splendor  and  of  joy, 

Beant\^  and  light  ; 

So  many  noble  things  are  here, 

Noble  and  right. 

I thank  thee  too  that  thou  hast  made 
Joy  to  abound  ; 

So  many  gentle  thoughts  and  deeds 
Circling  us  round. 

That  in  the  darkest  spot  on  earth 
Some  love  is  found. 

I thank  thee  more  that  all  our  joy 
Is  touched  with  pain  ; 

That  shadows  fall  on  brightest  hours  ; 

That  thorns  remain  ; 

So  that  earth’s  bliss  may  be  our  guide, 

And  not  our  chain. 

Tor  thou  who  knowest,  Lord,  how  soon 
Our  weak  heart  clings, 

Hast  given  us  tender  loves  and  true, 

Yet  all  with  wings. 

So  that  we  see  gleaming  on  high 
Diviner  things. 

I thank  thee.  Lord,  that  thou  hast  kept 
The  best  in  store  ; 

We  have  enough,  yet  not  too  much 
To  long  for  more  ; 

A yearning  for  a deeper  peace 
Not  known  before. 

I thank  thee,  Lord,  that  here  our  souls. 

Though  amply  blest. 

Have  never  found,  although  they  seek, 

A perfect  rest — 

Nor  ever  shall,  until  they  lean 

On  Jesus’  breast.  A.  A.  Troctor. 


It  is  often  said  of  people  who  get  drunk,  that  they  “ drink  like 
beasts.”  There  is  no  truth  in  the  comparison.  Beasts  drink  water 
when  they  are  thirsty.  They  have  no  taste  for  any  thing  stronger ; 
neither  do  they  ever  learn  to  have  such  a taste.  If  men  and  women 
would  do  as  well  as  the  beasts  in  this  respect,  we  should  not  have  a 
drunkard  in  the  country. 
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|ero  juas 

Nelly  had  been  naughty.  When  her  kind  Aunt  Jane,  who  was 
teaching  her  to  read,  told  her  she  must  learn  over  the  last  four  words 
of  her  httle  spelling-lesson,  she  threw  the  book  on  the  floor,  and  said, 
“ I wont !” 

Her  mother  led  her  up  stairs  to  her  room,  and  said,  “ Nelly,  it  is 
very  wu’ong  for  you  to  speak  so  to  your  good  Aunt  Jane.  The  dear 
Lord  Jesus  is  grieved  when  you  are  so  angry  and  cross,„and  it  makes 
me  very  sorry  too.  Sit  down  here  in  your  little  chair  and  think  about 
it,  and  when  you  are  sorry  you  may  come  and  tell  me.”  She  went 
away,  and  Nelly  sat  pouting  all  alone.  Naughty  thoughts  were  in  her 
heart.  She  said,  “ It ’s  too  bad.  They  are  very  cross  to  me.  I do  n’t 
love  them.” 

The  room  was  very  still.  There  was  her  little  white  bed,  and  close 
beside  it  w^as  the  chair  where  her  mother  sat  every  evening  at  bedtime. 
By-and-by  she  began  to  remember  kneeling  just  there  beside  her 
mother  la^t  night,  to  pray,  and  saying,  “I  will  be  your  good  little  girl, 
mamma,  and  I will  be  Christ’s  good  little  girl  too.”  Then  she  remem- 
bered how  her  mother  kissed  her  as  she  laid  her  down  in  bed,  and 
tucked  her  in'  all  warm  and  comfortable. 

As  Nelly  thought  of  these  things,  she  stopped  pouting,  and  a gen- 
tle, pleasant  look  came  into  her  face.  She  rose  from  her  little  cliair, 
saying,  “I  ’ll  go  and  tell  mamma  I ’m  sony  now.” 

“Mamma,”  she  said,  oxoening  her  mother’s  door  and  peeping  in, 
“ I ’m  sorry.”  Her  mother  laid  down  her  wwk,  and  took  her  little  girl 
on  her  lap.  “ What  are  you  sorry  for,  Nelly  ?” 

“ O mamma,  now  I hox>e  you  don’t  think  I would  say,  like  brother 
Fred,  ‘I’m  sorry  you  shut  me  up.’  Of  course  I’m  sorry  I was  a 
naughty  girl.” 

“ And  are  you  going  to  try  to  be  a good  girl  now,  dear  ?” 

“Yes,  mamma.  Aren’t  you  going  to  kneel  down  and  ask  God  to 
forgive  me  ?” 

“Yes,  dear,  and  then  you  must  go  and  ask  Aunt  Jane  to  forgive 
you  too.” 

“ No,  I do  n’t  w^ant  to,”  cried  Nelly,  with  a wilful  little  shake  of  her 
shoulders. 

“Why,  my  dear  child,”  said  her  mother,  “I  thought  you  were 
sorry.” 

“Yes,  mamma,  I am  sorry  to  God,  but  I’m  not  sorry  to  Aunt  Jane.” 

“ But,  Nelly,  if  you  were  really  sorry  to  God,  you  would  be  sorry  to 
Aunt  Jane  too.  You  had  better  go  back  and  think  about  it  again.” 

Nelly  w^ent  away  sullenly,  and  tlirew  herself  down  on  her  little 
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chair,  looking  crosser  than  before,  and  it  was  longer  before  good 
thoughts  came  to  drive  out  the  bad  ones.  A little  sunbeam  stole  in 
between  the  green  leaves  of  the  maple  outside  the  window,  and  played 
about  upon  her  dress  and  hands,  and  tried  to  make  friends  with  her ; 
but  Nelly  took  no  notice.  Then  a little  bird  came  near  and  sang  to 
her,  and  he  kept  singing,  louder  and  merrier,  till  she  had  to  listen. 
Then  she  remembered.  “Aunt  Jane  called  me  her  little  bird  yester- 
day because  I was  singing  so  loud  under  her  window.  I was  singing, 
'Jesus  loves  me.’  Aunt  Jane  taught  me  that.  She  sang  it  to  me 
when  I was  sick  one  night  last  week.  What  a bad  girl  I was  to  Aunt 
Jane  this  morning.  I do  n’t  believe  ' Jesus  loves  me  ’ to-day.  I do  n’t 
believe  Aunt  Jane  loves  me  either.  There,  she  is  coming  up  stairs. 
She  is  singing  that  same  little  hymn  to  herself.  Now  she  is  opening 
mamma’s  door,  and  asking,  ‘ Yfhere  is  Nelly  ?’  Here  I am.  Aunt 
Jane,”  she  cried,  running  out  into  the  entry.  “I  am  sorry  I was  so 
naughty  to  you,  and  I ’ll  learn  these  four  words  in  a minute,  and  say 
them  to  you.”  She  ran  away  to  learn  them,  and  came  back  soon 
with  her  sx>elling-book  in  her  hand,  singing,  “Jesus  loves  me,”  all  the 
way  up  stairs,  as  happy  as  the  little  bird  in  the  maple-tree,  and  the  lit- 
tle sunbeam  that  was  playing  with  him  there.  M.  e.  a. 


f Hiwgs. 

Little  martin-boxes  of  hou'ses  are  generally  the  most  happy  and 
cosy  ; little  villages  are  nearer  being  atoms  of  shattered  paradise  than 
any  thing  we  know  of  ; little  fortunes  bring  the  most  content,  and  lit- 
tle hopes  the  least  disappointment.  Little  words  are  the  sweetest  to 
hear ; little  charities  fly  farthest  and  stay  longest  on  the  wing ; little 
lakes  are  stillest,  and  little  farms  are  best  tilled.  Little  books  are  the 
most  read,  and  little  songs  most  loved.  And  when  nature  would  make 
any  thing  esj)ecially  rare  and  beautiful,  she  makes  it  little. 


The  compassionate  love  of  a mother  for  a wicked  son  is  one  of  the 
noblest  spectacles  here  below.  An  eminent  French  wudter  understood 
it,  when,  describing  the  first  murder,  he  says,  “ They  both  stood  weep- 
ing, those  parents  of  the  human  race — the  father  over  Abel,  the  moth- 
er over  Cain.”  Yes,  it  is  the  mother’s  right  to  weep  over  her  wayward 
boy — over  the  fathomless  misery  involved  in  his  heart-rending  guilt — 
bitter  tears,  ofttimes  fruitful  tears,  which  the  Lord  gathers  in  his  vials. 
And  if  the  Cains  at  last  bow  the  head  in  penitence,  it  is  because  their 
mothers  love  them  in  spite  of  all,  and  heap  up  on  their  heads  the  hot 
coals  of  an  unquenchable  love. 
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p Babij  ttt  tliP  |au$P, 

No  baby  in  the  house,  I know — 

’T  is  far  too  nice  and  clean  ; 

No  tops  by  careless  fingers  strewn 
Upon  the  floor  are  seen  ; 

No  finger-marks  are  on  the  panes, 

No  scratches  on  the  chairs, 

No  wooden  men  set  up  in  rows. 

Or  marshalled  off  in  pairs  ; 

No  little  stockings  to  be  darned. 

All  ragged  at  the  toes  ; 

No  pile  of  mending  to  be  done, 

Made  up  of  baby-clothes  ; 

No  little  troubles  to  be  soothed, 

No  little  hands  to  fold  ; 

No  grimy  fingers  to  be  washed. 

No  stories  to  be  told  ; 

No  tender  kisses  to  be  given. 

No  nicknames,  “ Love  ” and  “ Mouse 

No  merry  frolics  after  tea — 

No  baby  in  the  house. 

flip  of  a iPlpasttP^. 

It  is  among  the  children  of  light  enjoyment  and  unsettled  life  that 
we  must  look  for  stony  lieartlessness ; not  in  the  world  of  business,  not 
among  the  poor  crushed  to  earth  by  privation  and  suffering.  That 
hardens,  the  character,  but  often  leaves  the  heart  soft.  If  you  wish  to 
know  what  hollowness  and  heartlessness  are,  you  must  seek  for  them 
in  the  world  of  light,  elegant,  superficial  fashion,  where  frivolity  has 
turned  the  heart  into  a rock-bed  of  selfishness.  Say  what  you  will  of 
the  hearflessness  of  trade,  it  is  nothing  compared  with  the  heartless- 
ness of  fashion.  Say  what  you  will  of  the  atheism  of  science,  it  is 
nothing  to  the  atheism  of  that  round  of  pleasure  in  which  the  heart 
lives,  dead  while  it  lives.  Eobertson. 

M 

“ I NEVEE  get  along,”  said  poor  Tom  Berry,  “and  I never  expect  to.” 

“How  does  it  happen  ?”  asked  his  friend  ; “you  seem  to  have  had 
natural  advantages  enough.” 

“Well,”  said  Tom,  “I  believe  it  was  because  my  father  never  had 
faith  in  me.  He  always  talked  as  if  I had  n’t  sconce ; so,  of  course,  I 
had  n’t  any ; for  we  are  pretty  nearly  what  our  friends  expect  us  to  be.” 

That  is  so.  Certain  temperaments  are  made  worthless  by  a simple 
want  of  encouragement. 
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“ So  you  wont  give  me  anything  !” 

“ You  need  n’t  have  put  it  in  that  way  ; I ’ve  got  nothing  to  give. 
Nobody  gives  to  me ; I get  nothing  but  what  I work  for  and  pay  for. 
and  it’s  rather  hard  to  come  upon  such  folks.  You  should  go  to  them 
that  get  plenty  for  nothing,  and  have  more  than  they  want.” 

Old  Allan  Barrow  leaned  his  elbows  on  his  garden  wicket,  and  as  he 
spoke  turned  away  from  the  person  he  spoke  to,  a gray-headed  man, 
in  workman’s  clothes,  by  name  Silas  Pyne.  He  carried  a little  book 
in  one  hand,  and  the  other  held  a pencil,  ready  to  write. 

“You  have  told  me  of  two  sorts  of  peox)le,”  he  said,  “that  I don’t 
expect  to  meet  with — those  that  ha^  nothing  but  what  they  pay  for, 
and  those  that  have  more  than  they  want.” 

“Very  like,”  said  Allan  ; “ but  there  are  some  of  both  in  the  world, 
for  all  that.  I ’ve  got  nothing  but  what  I pay  for,  but  I have  n’t  got 
more  than  I want.”  Silas  smiled,  and  shook  his  head. 

“What  d’ye  shake  your  head  at  ?”  asked  Allan  gruffly. 

“Why,  at  the  mistake  you  are  in,  friend,”  answered  Silas,  “in 
thinking  you  pay  for  everything.” 

“ Make  it  out  that  it ’s  a mistake,  and  I ’ll  give  you  leave  to  put  me 
down  five  shillings  in  your  book,”  said  Allan. 

“ Thank  you,”  said  Silas  ; “ but  before  I begin  to  do  it,  will  you  just 
give  me  a draught  from  your  well  ? It ’s  the  best  water  in  the  parish.” 
“That  it  is,”  answered  Allan,  fetching  a cup  for  him  ; “and  it’s  a 
prime  thing  for  me,  that  can’t  drink  much  of  anything  else.  Take  it 
all  in  all,  it  is  the  most  useful  thing  in  life.” 

“ As  to  that,”  said  Silas,  “ we  could  n’t  live  in  it,  though  we  could  n’t 
live  well  without  it.  Air,  good  fresh  air,  is  the  thing  we  could  n’t  by 
any  means  do  without.” 

“And  for  iliai^""  said  Allan,  “you’ll  never  have  finer  than  this  that 
blows  over  the  common.  I take  it,  it ’s  worth  ten  years  of  life  to  be  in 
a good  air.” 

“ You  are  right  there,”  said  Silas,  “ and  I should  say  you  ’re  a proof 
of  it:  you  look  as  firm  as  a rock,  and  as  red  as  a rose.” 

“Not  amiss,”  said  Allan — “never  knew  much  about  sickness.” 

“ And  yet  you ’ve  lived  many  years,”  said  Silas. 

“Just  up  to  my  threescore  and  ten,”  answered  Allan,  nodding. 
Silas  began  to  write  in  his  book. 

“What  are  you  putting  down  ?”  asked  Allan. 

“Your  name  for  five  shillings,”  said  Silas  : “ didn’t  you  say  that  I 
should  have  it,  if  I could  prove  that  you  had  things  that  you  neither 
worked  for  nor  paid  for  ?” 
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“ Yes  ; but  yon  *ve  not  begun  to  do  that  yet,”  said  Allan. 

“ What  do  you  pay  for  air  ?”  asked  Silas. 

“ Pooh  ! nonsense  !”  said  Allan. 

‘‘  For  water  ?”  said  Silas. 

“Pooh  !”  said  Allan  again. 

“For  health,  and  having  been  brought  through  threescore  years 
and  ten  ?”  continued  Silas. 

“ Oh,  as  to  them — of  course  we  never  count  up  the  things  that  God 
gives  us,”  said  Allan  ; “I  wasn’t  thinking  of  them.” 

“No,  friend  ; few  people  do  think  of  them,”  said  Silas.  “The  best 
blessings,  I mean  of  those  belonging  to  this  life,  are  such  as  cannot  be 
bought  with  silver  or  gold  ; and  they  are  freely  given  to  the  rich  and 
poor,  and  are  taken  as  matters  of*  course  without  any  praise  ©r  thanks 
to  the  Giver.  Come  now,  I have  shown  you  that  you  don’t  pay  for 
several  things  that  you  couldn’t  live  without,  and  I could  tell  you  of 
many  more.  Can’t  you  find  in  your  heart  to  give  a little  towards  send- 
ing his  missionaries  to  preach  to  poor  sinners  of  the  better  blessings 
of  salvation  to  eternal  life  ? Surely  such  a thank-offering  would  be 
but  becoming.” 

“Well,”  said  Allan,  putting  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  “I’m  not 
against  giving  you  a trifle  ; but  I did  n’t  know  you  was  going  to  talk 
that  way  when  I spoke  about  the  five  shillings.” 

“Name  your  own  sum,”  said  Silas.  “Give  what  you  will,  it  must 
be  trifling,  looking  at  what  you  have  received.  I ’ve  told  you  of  four 
blessings  that  the  bank  could  n’t  buy ; are  n’t  they  worth  a shilling 
apiece  ?” 

Old  Allan  smiled,  and  taking  out  two  half-crowns,  said,  “ Well, 
and  there ’s  a fifth  that ’s  worth  another ; and  that  is  a friend  that  is 
faithful  to  remind  one  of  his  duty : so  you  need  n’t  scratch  out  my 
name  ; here ’s  the  five  shillings.” 

“Ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  though  he  was 
rich,  yet  for  your  sakes  he  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty 
might  be  rich.”  2 Cor.  8 : 9. 

“ But  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  but  ye  are  justified  in 
the  n'ame  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.”  1 Cor. 
6 : II.  “Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give.”  Matt.  10  : 8. 

• M 

Augustine  was  so  careful  not  to  speak  evil  of  the  absent,  and  not  to 
encourage  others  in  doing  so,  that  he  had  the  following  distich  engra- 
ven on  his  table : 

‘ ‘ Far  from  this  table  be  the  worthless  guest 
Who  wounds  another’s  fame,  though  but  in  jest.” 
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Are  the  natural  allies  of  the  gardener.  All  know,  in  some  sense,  how 
destructive  they  are  to  insects  ; but  few  appreciate  how  potent  a little 
spider,  not  able  perhaps  to  cover  with  its  outspread  legs  your  httle 
finger-nail,  is  against  an  insect  many  times  its  size  and  strength.  I 
have  ^en  such  a spider,  its  body  a line  in  length,  capture  and  destroy 
a yellow- jacket.  It  meets  strength  with  cunning.  We  have  hosts  of 
spiders  which  weave  webs  for  entangling  their  prey,  and  with  these  we 
are  most  familiar.  But  no  less  efficient  destroyers  are  those  which 
hunt  their  prey,  and  seize  it  by  running  or  leaping,  and  others  which 
lie  in  wait  in  curiously  wrought  dens.  And  when  we  have  spoken  of 
spiders  in  the  water,  spiders  in  holes  of  the  earth,  spiders  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth,  spiders  on  bush  and  tree,  we  have  even  then  omitted 
those  curious  little  spiders  which,  seeking  an  outermost  leaf  of  a tree- 
top,  throw  out  their  threads  to  the  breeze,  and  sail  in  the  upper  air, 
perhaps  to  prey  on  those  insects  which  seldom  in  a perfect  state  come 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Now  these  spiders  are  grossly  misrepre- 
sented. The  same  nurse  who  taught  us  to  be  afraid  of  the  “dark,” 
and  to  tremble  at  ghosts  as  we  passed  the  graveyard,  taught  us  to 
scream  at  spiders  and  this  last  with  just  as  much  reason  as  the  former 

Those  who  have  made  this  little  creature  a life-long  study,  aver  that 
not  a single  well-authenticated  instance  of  the  spider  hurting  a person 
seriously  has  come  to  their  notice,  and  it  is  even  doubtful  if  the  power 
to  hurt  in  any  of  them  equals  that  of  the  mosquito. 

Spiders  are  the  natural  guerillas  of  the  garden,  iDOuncing  upon  and 
destroying  the  innumerable  insects  which  ravage  our  trees  and  shrubs  ; 
therefore  when  we  ruthlessly  kill  them  and  tear  down  their  webs,  wc; 
open  our  fruits  and  flowers  to  the  incursions  of  enemies  not  easily 
foiled  or  routed  by  other  means. 


FaiUi, 

Think  of  that  wonderful  rule,  “According  to  thy  faith  be  it  unto 
thee  !”  Have  we  not  had  a private  version  of  the  promises  something 
in  this  wise  : “Blessed  are  they  that  do  hunger  and  thirst  after  right- 
eousness, for  they  shall  go  on  hungering  and  thirsting  ?”  When 
look  over  our  lives,  can  we  not  see  that  according  to  our  faith  so  it  has 
been  unto  us  ? We  have  gone  hungering  and  thirsting  ; we  have  had 
just  enough  strength  to  labor  and  not  conquer.  It  is  a very  different 
thing  to  read  the  Bible  with  this  hidden  spirit  of  mental  reservation, 
or  even  with  the  conviction  that  these  have  been  fulfilled  to  a favored 
few,  and  the  firm  belief  that  they  will  be  granted  in  all  their  fulness 
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to  ourselves  individually.  Try  it  but  once,  and  see  if  it  does  not  seem 
a new  book  to  you. 

Oh,  let  us  pause  to  think  if  we  could  but  believe  God’s  gracious 
words,  what  joy,  what  confidence  would  fill  our  souls  ! If  we  could 
but  silence  these  whispers  of  distrust,  how  soon  the  faith  of  Paul  would 
bring  the  peace  of  Paul  into  @ur  hearts  ! 


“ Behold,  I have  given  Him  for  a leader  and  commander  to  the  peo- 
X>le.”  Isa.  55  :4.  “It  became  him. to  make  the  Captain  of  our  salva- 
tion perfect  through  suffering.”  Heb.  2 : 10. 

Men  are  constantly  putting  themselves  under  leaders.  When  one 
falls,  another  rises.  No  incompetency  weakens  the  desire.  The  peo- 
ple need  a commander*,  with  wisdom  to  plan,  courage  to  lead,  and 
strength  to  win.  We  are  created  to  trust  in  a stronger  arm  than  ours. 
God  has  given  us  one.  And  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  is  made  per- 
fect. How  ? Through  suffering.  He  is  a tried  commander.  He 
plans  every  campaign.  He  knows  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  He  has 
laid  his  account  with  treachery,  cowardice,  and  slowness  of  heart  to 
believe  in  him.  He  clearly  discovers  every  weak  point,  and  has  ample 
reserves  for  every  emergency.  To 'him  there  can  be  no  surprises. 
Retreats  are  in  the  plan  of  his  advance.  The  reason  of  his  marchings 
and  counter-marchings  may  be  hid  from  us,  but  blessed  are  they  that 
do  his  will,  for  they  shall  “enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the  city.” 
Certain  success  awaits  his  follow’-ers.  To  the  faithful  unto  death  will 
he  give  a crown  of  life,  for  he  “shall  have  dominion  from  sea  to  sea,” 
and  of  “the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace  there  shall  be  no 
end.” 


f m iPunisltPi. 

In  the  market  town  of  Devizes,  a woman  named  Rutli  Pierce,  with 
three  others,  agreed  to  join  in  the  pin  chase  of  a sack  of  wheat,  each 
paying  an  equal  share.  One  of  them,  in  collecting  the  money,  found 
some  wanting,  and  charged  Ruth  with  not  having  paid  her  portion. 
Ruth  declared  that  she  had  given  her  money,  and  called  on  God  to 
witness  that  she  spoke  the  truth.  She  said  she  wished  that  she  might 
be  struck  dead  if  she  told  a lie.  She  was  again  pressed  on  the  subject, 
when  on  repeating  the  awful  words,  she  fell  down  and  expired.  The 
missing  money  was  found  grasped  in  her  dead  hand.  As  a record  to 
future  ages,  the  mayor  and  inhabitants  of  Devizes  erected  in  the  mar- 
ket-place a stone  pillar,  on  which  is  an  inscription  relating  the  awful 
fact. 
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Receipts  from  sales  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1870 $361,513  44 

Receipts  from  donations  and  legacies 116,171  05 

Total  receipts  for  the  year 479,081  65 

Cost  of  manufacturing  and  issuing 304,526  76 

Colporteurs,  agencies,  and  depositories 113,151  41 

District  Secretaries - 12,407  04 

Cash  donations  to  foreign  and  pagan  lands 6,000  00 

All  other  expenses-- 42,416  56 

Gratuitous  distribution  during  the  year - 59,058  88 


Including  the  grants  on  the  home  and  foreign  fields,  the  donations  of  the  Society  have 
exceeded  one  thousand  dollars  per  week  for  the  whole  period  of  its  existence. 

New  Publications  during  the  year,  in  English,  German,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Swedish, 
and  Armeno-Turhish,  339 ; of  which  43  are  volumes. 

Printed  during  the  year  967,076  volumes,  and  9,013,500  other  publications,  besides  the 
periodicals. 

Monthly  Issue  of  the  Messenger,  170,250;  of  the  Child’s  Paper,  348,250;  of  the  Botschaf- 
ter,  37,058 ; making  in  all  555,558  publications  monthly. 

Total  Publications  on  the  Society’s  catalogue,  4,569,  of  which  881  are  volumes;  besides 
3,955  in  141  languages  or  dialects  aided  in  publication  abroad. 

Colporteurs  employed  during  the  year  287,  including  56  students  during  vacations; 
10,220  religious  meetings  were  held  or  addressed,  and  256,897  family  visits  made. 


Itatistical  lafarmaiioiL 

UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

President  of  the  United  States ULYSSES  S.  GRANT,  of  Illinois. 

Vice-President  of  the  United  States -SCHUYLER  COLFAX,  of  Indiana. 


Secretary  of  State 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Secretary  of  War  - - — 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 

Secretary  of  the  Interior - 

Postmaster-General 

Attorney-General  


CABINET. 

HAMILTON  FISH,  of  New  York. 

GEORGE  S.  BOUT  WELL,  of  Massachusetts. 

- WILLIAM  W.  BELKNAP,  of  Iowa. 

GEORGE  M.  ROBESON,  of  New  Jersey. 

JACOB  D.  COX,  of  Ohio. 

JOHN  A.  J.  CRESWELL  of  Maryland. 

AMOS  T.  AKERMAN,  of  Georgia. 


JUDICIARY  ; SUPREME  COURT  UNITED  STATES. 


Chief- Justice SALMON  P.  CHASE,  of  Ohio,  1864;  born  1808. 

Associate  Justice SAMUEL  NELSON,  of  New  York,  1845;  born  1792. 


“ “ ROBERT  C.  GRIER,  of  Pennsylvania,  1846;  born  1794. 

“ “ NATHAN  CLIFFORD,  of  Maine,  1858;  born  1803. 

“ “ NOAH  H.  SWAYNE,  of  Ohio,  1862;  born  1805. 

“ “ SAMUEL  F.  MILLER,  of  Iowa,  1862;  born  1816. 

“ “ DAVID  DAVIS,  of  lUinois,  1862:  born  1815. 

“ “ STEPHEN  J.  FIELD,  of  California,  1863;  born  1817. 

United  States  Congress. — The  Forty-first  Congress  commenced  its  first  regular  session 
March  4, 1869.  The  members  of  each  House  receive  a salary  of  $5,000  per  annum,  and  mile- 
age at  20  cents  a mile.  For  each  day’s  absence,  except  for  sickness,  $8  is  deducted.  The 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  receives  double  the  salary  of  a member. 

The  Senate  is  composed,  when  the  states  are  all  represented,  of  74  members,  two  being 
elected  by  the  Legislature  of  each  state,  for  a term  of  six  years.  The  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  is  President  oi  the  Senate.  In  his  absence,  a president  pro  tempore  is  chosen 
by  the  Senate. 

The  House  of  Representatives  consists,  when  full,  of  300  members,  apportioned  to  the 
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several  states  according  to  their  population ; a new  election  occurring  every  second  year.  In 
addition  to  these,  a delegate  is  admitted  from  each  organized  territory,  with  the  right  to 
debate  questions  that  concern  it,  but  not  to  vote. 

Constitutional  Amendment. — Thirty  of  the  states  having  ratified  the  proposed  Fifteenth 
Amendment,  declaring  that  “the  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  shall  not  be 
denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States,  or  by  any  state,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  pre- 
vious condition  of  servitude,”  it  is  now  a part  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Product  of  Uncle  Sam’s  Farm. — The  special  commissioner  of  the  revenue  estimates 
the  annual  crop  of  corn  at  900,000,000  bushels,  valued  at  $150,000,000;  of  hay,  25,000,000 
tons,  valued  at  $250,000,000;  of  potatoes,  50,000,000  bushels,  valued  at  $90,000,000;  of  wool, 
177,000,000  pounds,  valued  at  $75,225,000  ; of  tobacco,  225,000,000  pounds,  valued  at 
$37,125,000. 

The  present  gross  annual  product  of  the  nation  is  estimated  at  $6,825,000,000;  the  value 
of  the  leading  agricultural  products  for  the  current  year  at  $3,282,950,000;  and  of  cotton, 
woollen,  iron,  leather,  and  paper  manufactures,  railway  service,  and  fisheries  at  $4,295,000,000. 


Foreign  Immigration.— During  the  last  fifty  years,  nearly  seven  million  alien  passen- 
gers and  immigrants  have  come  to  this  country,  from  thirty-four  different  nationalities. 
The  immigration  the  past  year  was  very  large.  Over  10,000  emigrants  left  Europe  in  one 
week,  and  over  5,000  arrived  at  Gastle  Garden  in  one  day  in  April.  Our  annual  increase  of 
population,  by  immigration,  and  by  the  surplus  of  births  over  deaths,  is  now  about  1,100,100. 

New  Postage  Stamps. — The  one  cent  stamp  has  Franklin’s  bust;  color,  imperial  marine 
blue.  Two  cents,  Jackson’s  bust;  color,  velvet  brown.  Three  cents,  Washington’s  bust; 
color,  Milan  green.  Six  cents,  Lincoln’s  bust;  color,  cochineal  red.  Ten  cents,  Jefferson’s 
bust;  color,  chocolate.  Twelve  cents.  Clay’s  bust;  color,  neutral  purple.  Fifteen  cents, 
Webster’s  bust;  color,  orange.  Twenty-four  cents,  Scott’s  bust;  color,  pure  purple.  Thirty- 
three  cents,  Hamilton’s  bust;  color,  black.  Ninety  cents,  Commodore  O.  H.  Perry’s  bust; 
color,  carmine. 

Newspaper  Editing. — Thirty  years  ago  the  chief  editor  of  a New  York  newspaper  was 
also  its  chief  reporter,  and  rarely  emploj^ed  more  than  two  or  three  assistants.  Now  the 
leading  daily  morning  papers  have  each  an  editorial  staff  of  ten  or  more  men,  with  an  equal 
number  of  reporters,  sixty  printers,  and  eight  or  ten  pressmen ; also  some  twenty  carriers, 
and  a dozen  mailing  clerks  and  book-keepers  The  chief  editor  controls  the  paper.  One 
assistant,  in  charge  of  the  news,  is  called  the  night  editor;  another,  called  the  city  editor, 
attends  to  the  reporters  and  the  day’s  local  items;  the  financial  editor  attends  to  all  commer- 
cial news,  the  literary  editor  to  new  puMications,  and  the  critical  editor  writes  upon  art  and 
music,  the  drama,  opera,  etc.  Each  paper  has  also  a number  of  editorial  assistants,  who 
write  on  such  topics  as  are  assigned  them  by  the  editor-in-chief. 

The  Newspaper  Press.— A good  idea  of  the  general  spread  of  intelligence  among  a peo- 
ple may  be  gathered  from  the  number  and  circulation  of  the  newspaper  press,  unquestion- 
ably one  of  the  great  agents  of  modern  civilization.  From  a table  in  Appleton’s  Journal,  it 
appears  that  there  are  5,000  newspapers  in  the  United  States,  or  one  to  every  7,000  of  the 
inhabitants;  1,260  in  Great  Britain  and  1,610  in  France,  or  1 to  every  23,000;  700  in  Prussia, 
or  1 to  every  26,000;  506  in  Italy,  or  1 every  14,000;  365  in  Austria,  or  one  to  every  105,000; 
300  in  Switzerland,  or  1 to  every  8,000;  275  in  Belgium,  or  1 to  every  15,000;  225  in  Holland, 
or  1 to  every  16,000;  200  in  Eussia,  or  only  1 to  every  330,000;  200  in  Spain,  or  1 to  every 
75,000;  150  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  or  1 to  every  36,000;  100  in  Denmark,  or  1 to  eve)  y 
20,000;  and  100  in  Turkey,  or  1 to  every  300,000. 

A Delusion  Exposed. — A philosophical  instrument-maker  in  England  states  that  for 
many  years  he  has  had  a large  sale  for  magnets  and  batteries  for  concealment  under  floors 
or  tables,  or  in  cupboards,  and  for  ivire  to  be  concealed  in  rooms,  by  which  the  phenomena 
of  spirit-rapping  was  easily  produced.  One  of  the  Fox  sisters,  also,  a “remarkable  medi- 
um” for  “spiritual  manifestations,”  has  confessed  that  the  wonderful  “knockings”  were 
made  by  a bar  of  lead  attached  by  an  elastic  band  to  the  right  knee,  so  that  an  unseen 
movement  of  the  left  foot  could  thumx)  it  against  the  floor  at  the  pleasure  of  the  operator. 
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The  Aggbegate  Incomes  of  the  benevolent  societies  holding  their  anniversaries  in  Lon- 
don during  the  month  of  May,  1870,  was  £1,480,980,  equal  to  nearly  seven  and  a half  million 
dollars.  In  the  analysis  the  sum  given  for  foreign  missions  is  £659,470;  for  home  missions, 
£235,538;  for  educational  purposes,  £146,355;  for  missions  to  the  Jews,  the  colonies,  and  the 
continent  of  Europe,  £225,126.  The  total  is  not  much  more  than  equal  to  one  penny  in  the 
pound  of  government  income  tax.  The  largest  income  is  of  the  Bible  Society,  £182,265. 
The  largest  missionary  income  is  of  the  Wesleyan  Society,  £145,751;  next  are  the  two  Epis- 
copal societies,  Church  Mission,  £141,828,  and  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  £106,434. 
Then  the  London  Society,  £104,670. 

Me.  Peabody’s  Donations. — For  Institutes  at  Danvers  and  Peabody,  $250,000;  Peabody 
Museum  at  Salem,  $150,000;  Newburyport,  for  a library,  $30,000;  Memorial  church  in 
Georgetown,  Mass.,  to  the  memory  of  his  mother,  and  free  public  library  at  same  place, 
$100,000;  Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  $30,000;  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  $20,000; 
Harvard  College,  for  Museum  and  Professorship  of  American  Archaeology  and  Ethnology, 
$150,000;  Yale  College,  for  Museum  and  Natural  History,  $150,000;  Peabody  Institute  at 
Baltimore,  $1,000,000;  Maryland  Historical  Society,  $20,000;  Kenyon  College,  $25,000;  Pub- 
lic Library  at  Port  Mills,  Thetford,  Vt.,  $10,000;  Southern  Educational  Fund,  $3,000,000; 
London  poor,  $1,750,000;  his  kindred,  $1,500,000;  and  many  smaller  donations. 

Cheistian  Expendituees.— It  is  estimated  that  about  five  million  dollars  were  given  last 
year  by  Christians  of  every  name  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel  among  the  heathen ; while  the 
war  system  of  Christendom  for  the  same  time  cost  two  thousand  millions ! 

A Munificent  Giit. — Mr.  James  Lenox,  the  honored  president  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  and  one  of  the  most  benevolent  citizens  of  New  York,  proposes  to  found  the  Lenox 
Library,  giving  a block  of  land  opposite'the  Central  Park  as  a site,  and  $300,000,  or  more  if 
necessary,  for  the  erection  of  the  building.  He  also  proposes  to  add  his  entire  collection  of 
statuary,  paintings,  and  books,  probably  the  most  valuable  in  the  country,  as  a beginning 
for  the  library,  and  any  amount  of  money  needed  to  make  it  complete  and  unrivalled.  The 
same  liberal-minded  philanthropist  is  also  erecting  a Presbyterian  hospital  in  New'York,  at 
a cost  of  a million  dollars. 

Honesty  the  Best  Policy. — Florence  Nightingale,  who  is  as  sensible  as  she  is  philan- 
throphic,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Wines,  Secretary’-  of  the  New  York  Prison  Association,  recom- 
mends that  those  guilty  of  crimes  against  property  should  be  taught  by  practical  experience 
that  it  is  dearer  to  steal  than  to  work.  She  says,  “ If  a thief’s  or  a forger’s  sentence  were 
that  he  had  to  work  his  way  out  of  prison  by  repaying  the  amount  he  had  stolen,  and  repay- 
ing the  state  besides  for  his  sustenance,  out  of  his  earnings,  instead  of  being  provided  for  and 
lodged  in  jjrison,  he  might  then  perhaps  learn  this  lesson — instead  of  the  one  now  actually 
taught  him— that  it  is  dearer  to  steal  than  to  work.” 

A Heathen  People  Cheistianized.— The  sixty  native  churches  on  the  Sandwich  Islands 
and  the  native  pastors  and  preachers  are  wholly  supported  by  their  own  people.  The  native 
Hawaiian  Christians  last  year  contributed  nearly  $30,000  in  gold  for  benevolence,  sent  out 
five  foreign  missionaries,  and  employed  a native  Chinese  to  labor  among  his  countrymen. 
The  monthly  contributions  on  one  of  the  islands  average  a hundred  dollars,  and  of  a single 
church  two  hundred  dollars,  being  $2,406  last  year.  The  native  pastors  labor  with  zeal  and 
fidelity,  and  preach  acceptably. 

A Gloeious  Change. — In  the  Friendly  Islands,  fifty  years  ago  sunk  in  the  grossest  dark- 
ness, over  30,000  natives  now  regularly  attend  Christian  worship,  and  contribute  over 
$15,000  a year  to  religious  objects,  and  sustain  250  day  schools  with  10,000  scholars. 

A Significant  Change. — One  of  the  noteworthy  changes  now  taking  place  in  India, 
where  the  superstitious  customs  introduced  and  enforced  by  an  intolerant  priesthood,  that 
seemed  fixed  and  unalterable,  are  giving  way  before  the  light  of  reason  and  true  religion, 
was  witnessed  at  Bombay  in  June.  It  was  the  first  public  marriage  of  a Hindoo  widow,  and 
took  place  in  the  presence  of  numerous  spectators,  several  of  whom  were  Europeans,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Hindoo  Widow  Marriage  Association.  Both  of  the  parties  were  Brah- 
mins, the  bridegroom  being  twenty -five  years  of  age  and  the  bride  seventeen.  A strong 
feeling  against  the  cruel  law  forbidding  the  marriage  of  widows  is  growing  up  throughout 
India. 
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Not  a Far-seeing  Prophet. — In  June,  1827,  a leading  editor  of  Massachusetts  ridiculed 
the  project  of  a railroad  from  Boston  to  Albany  as  “a  project  which  every  one  knows,  who 
knows  the  simplest  rules  of  arithmetic,  to  be  impracticable,  but  at  an  expense  little  less  than 
the  market  value  of  the  whole  territory  of  Massachusetts;  and  which,  if  practicable,  every 
person  of  common  sense  knows  would  be  as  useless  as  a railroad  from  Boston  to  the  moon.” 
How  strangely  this  reads  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  in  1868  Massachusetts  had  1,425 
miles  of  railroad,  and  that  the  value  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of  Boston  alone  in 
1868  was  $493,573,700,  largely  the  result  of  railroads. 

New  Koutes  of  Trade  and  Travel. — As  was  confidently  anticipated,  the  opening  of 
the  Pacific  Kailroad  is  turning  the  direction  of  many  long-established  routes  of  commerce 
across  our  own  continent.  The  mails  from  Australia  to  Europe  are  now  sent  by  way  of  this 
new  highway  of  travel,  having  been  carried  from  Sydney  to  London  in  52  days,  while  the 
shortest  time  yet  made  by  the  way  of  tlie  Suez  Canal  is  55  days.  It  is  believed  that  the  time 
can  be  reduced  to  45  days  by  the  new  route ; and  the  prospect  of  thus  gaining  ten  days’ 
time  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  the  people  of  those  distant  colonies;  while  California  also 
anticipates  the  opening  of  a profitable  commerce  with  them. 


Pacific  Kailroad  Time  Table. — The  following  statement  of  time  and  distances  is  given 


by  the  “Western  Railroad  Gazette:” 

New  York  to  Chicago,  HI. 

Chicago  to  Omaha,  Neb. 

Omaha  to  Bryan 

Bryan  to  Ogden,  Utah 

Ogden  to  Elko,  Nevada,  via  Central  Pacific  Railroad 

Elko  to  Sacramento,  Cal.,  via  Central  Pacific  Railroad 

Sacramento  to  San  Francisco,  via  Western  Pacific  Railroad 


Miles.  Hours. 


911 

36i 

491 

24| 

858 

43“ 

233 

101 

278 

12^ 

465 

31 

117 

31 

3,353 

16U 

Thus  a total  distance  of  3,353  miles  is  made,  according  to  the  present  schedule  time,  in 
6 days  and  17|  hours,  actual  time. 

At  San  Francisco  the  mails  will  connect  with  the  various  steamship  lines  running  on  the 
Pacific,  and  may  be  landed  at  Honolulu  in  9 days  from  that  city,  or  16  days  from  New  York. 
They  can  reach  Japan  in  19  days  from  San  Francisco,  or  26  days  from  New  York,  or  34  days 
from  Great  Britain — thus  beating  the  British  mails  sent  via  Suez,  three  to  four  weeks.  The 
trip  between  Yokohama,  Japan,  and  either  Hong  Kong  or  Shanghai,  is  readily  accomplished 
by  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamships  in  from  5 to  6 days,  which,  added  to  the  time  in  reaching 
Japan,  will  give  the  through  time  necessary  ta  reach  either  of  the  abovenamed  ports  of 
China.  By  this  route  there  will  probably  be  a monthly  mail  from  New  York  to  Australia  in 
35  days  through  time. 


Mount  Washington  Railway. — The  lower  terminus  of  this  road  is  2,685  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  or  1,117  feet  above  the  White  Mountain  House.  This  leaves  a grade  of 
3,600  feet  to  be  overcome,  as  the  height  of  the  mountain  is  6,285  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  The  length  of  the  road  is  two  miles  and  thirteen-sixteenths.  The  heaviest  grade  is  13 
inches  to  the  yard,  and  the  very  lightest,  one  inch  to  the  foot.  The  railroad  takes  a gener- 
ally straight  line.  The  locomotive  pushes  the  car  before  it  up  the  incline,  and  both  run 
upon  three  rails,  the  centre  one  being  a cog  rail.  The  engine  and  car  are  kept  upon  the 
track  by  friction  rollers  under  the  side  of  the  cog  rail,  and  the  appliances  for  stopping  the 
descent  are  ample.  By  means  of  atmospheric  brakes  either  the  car  or  engine  could  be  sent 
down  alone  at  any  given  rate,  fast  or  slow,  and  there  are  also  hand  brakes  operating  with 
equal  directness  upon  the  central  wheels,  together  with  other  means  of  governing  the  ma- 
chinery of  locomotion.  Every  competent  person  who  ha§  examined  the  road  and  the  run- 
ning machinery  pronounces  both  as  safe  as  they  could  possibly  be  made.  The  landing-place 
at  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  directly  in  the  rear  of  the  telegraph  office,  and  but  a few  rods 
from  the  door  of  the  Tip-Top  House. 


Bridges.— The  East  River  Bridge. — The  plan  of  the  East  River  Bridge,  as  proposed  by 
Mr.  Roebling,  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  U.  S.  Engineers,  appointed  to  exam- 
ine it,  and  of  the  Government,  and  has  been  fully  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Consulting  Engi- 
neers, who  say:  “The  bridge  proposed  by  Mr.  Roebling,  a steel  wire  cable  suspension 
bridge,  1,600  feet  between  the  towers,  135  feet  above  the  water,  will  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  a durable  structure,  of  a strength  sufficient  to  withstand  six  times  the  strain  to  which 
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it  can  under  any  circumstances  be  subjected;  that  it  will  bear  the  action  of  the  greatest 
storm  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  and  that  the  method  of  joining  the  parts  cannot  be 
surpassed  for  simplicity  and  security  in  the  result.” 

In  the  United  States,  the  most  remarkable  suspension  bridges  are  Ellett’s  Wheeling 
bridge,  over  the  Ohio,  with  a span  of  1,010  feet;  erected  in  1848,  and  blown  down  in  1854. 
The  Lewiston  bridge,  7 miles  below  Niagara  Falls,  built  by  E.  W.  Serrel,  spanned  1,040  feet. 
Roebling’s  bridge,  at  the  Falls,  spans  821  feet.  McAlpine’s  new  Niagara  bridge  has  a span 
of  1,264  feet;  and  the  proposed  bridge  to  connect  New  York  and  Brooklyn  is  to  have  a span 
of  1,600  feet. 

The  Sky  an  Indicator  of  the  Weather. — The  color  of  the  sky  at  particular  times 
affords  good  guidance.  Not  only  does  a very  rosy  sunset  presage  good  weather,  and  a ruddy 
sunrise  bad  weather,  but  there  are  other  tints  which  speak  with  equal  clearness  and  accu- 
racy. A bright  yellow  sky  in  the  evening  indicates  wind;  a pale  yellow,  wet;  a neutral  gray 
color  constitutes  a favorable  sign  in  the  evening,  and  an  unfavorable  one  in  the  morning. 
The  clouds  are  again  full  of  meaning  in  themselves.  If  their  forms  are  soft,  undefined,  and 
feathery,  the  weather  will  be  fine;  if  their  edges  are  hard,  sharp,  and  definite,  it  will  be  foul. 
Generally  speaking,  any  deep,  unusual  hues  betoken  wind  or  rain ; while  the  more  quiet 
and  delicate  tints  bespeak  fair  weather.  These  are  simple  maxims;  and  yet  the  British 
Board  of  Trade  has  thought  fit  to  publish  them  for  the  use  of  seafaring  men. 

Compound  Interest  Tables,  on  One  Thousand  Dollars. — 


Years. 


1 

2- 

3 

4. 

5- 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


} per  cent. 

6 per  cent,  j 

7 per  cent. 

Years. 

5 per  cent. 

6 per  cent. 

7 per  cent. 

1,050.62 

1,060.90 

1,071.22 

11 

1,721.18 

1,915.66 

2,130.97 

1,103.77 

1,125.46 

1,147.48 

12 

1,808.30 

2,032.30 

2,282.69 

1,159.61 

1,193.98 

1,229.16 

13 

1,899.82 

2,156.05 

2,445.23 

1,218.28 

1,266.64 

1,316.69 

14 

1,995.96 

2,287.33 

2,619.35 

1,279.93 

1,343.74 

1,410.42 

15 

2,096.95 

2,426.59 

2,805.89 

1,344.67 

1,425.55 

1,510.83 

16 

2,213.07 

2,574.34 

3,005.70 

1,412.72 

1,512.34 

1,618.38 

17 

2,314.59 

2,731.09 

3,219.72 

1,484.22 

1,604.41 

1,733.63 

18 

2,431.74 

2,897.41 

3,449.00 

1,559.94 

1,702.09 

1,857.07 

19 

2,554.81 

3,073.84 

3,694,62 

1,638.26 

1,805.74 

1,989.33 

20 

2,684.11 

3,261.01 

3,957.71 

With  slight  variations,  these  tables  will  also  show  the  amount  of  $100,  by  leaving  off  the 
right  hand  column,  and  moving  the  point  one  column  to  the  left;  and  of  $10,  by  moving  the 
point  two  columns  to  the  left.  The  interest  is  calculated  semi-annually,  and  aU  fractions  of 
a cent  disregarded. 


Table  of  Simple  Interest  at  Seven  per  cent.— 


Principal. 

1 day. 

1 month. 

l year. 

Principal. 

1 day. 

1 month. 

1 year. 

Principal. 

1 day. 

1 month. 

1 year. 

$1 

.00 

.01 

.07 

$11 

.00 

.06 

.77 

$30 

.01 

.17 

2.10 

2 

.00 

.01 

.14 

12 

.00 

.07 

.84 

40  - - 

.01 

.23 

2.80 

3 

!oo 

.02 

!21 

13 

.00 

.07 

.*91 

50  - . 

!oi 

.*29 

3.50 

4 

.00 

.02 

.28 

14 

.00 

.08 

.98 

60 

.01 

.35 

4.20 

5-  - 

.00 

.03 

.35 

15-  - 

.00 

.09 

1.05 

70 

.01 

.40 

4.90 

6 

.00 

!o3 

!42 

16 

!oo 

.*09 

i!i2 

80--- 

.02 

!46 

5.60 

7 

.00 

.04 

.49 

17 

.00 

.10 

1.19 

90--- 

.02 

.52 

6.30 

8 

.00 

.05 

.56 

18 

.00 

.10 

1.26 

100---- 

.02 

.58 

7.00 

9 

.00 

.05 

.63 

19 

.00 

.11 

1.33 

500  --- 

.10 

2.88 

35.00 

10 

.00 

.06 

.70 

20 

.00 

.12 

1.40 

1,000--- 

.19 

5.75 

70.00 

Fractions  of  a cent  being  omitted  in  this  table,  the  prevailing  custom  is  followed  of 
stating  half  a cent  and  over  as  one  cent,  and  less  than  half  a cent  as  nothing.  The  month 
is  reckoned  as  thirty  days. 

M ^ 

Form  of  a Bequest. — I bequeath  to  my  executors  the  sum  of dollars,  in 

trust,  to  pay  over  the  same  in after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same 

is  payable,  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the--- Society,  formed  in- in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and - - to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  said  Society  and 

under  its  direction. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON.— Am.  Board  Com.  For.  Missions,  1st  Tues.  in  Oct. ; Bev.  Selah  B.  Treat,  Rev. 
Nathaniel  O.  Clark,  D.  D.,  Sec’s  ; Langdon  S.  Ward,  Treas.,  Miss,  house,  33  Pemberton-sq. ; 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  Wood,  Sec.  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues.  in 
May;  Rev.  Jos.  G.  Warren,  D.  D,,  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  B.  D.,  Sec’s;  F.  A.  Smith,  Treas.,  12 
Bedtbrd-st.  Am.  Ed.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Corn- 
hill.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  (national)  N.  E.  Branch  ; Rev.  L.  B.  Rockwood,  Sec.,  H.  E.  Sim- 
mons, Dist.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  104  Washington-st.  Amer.  Tract  Soc.,  Boston,  last  Wed.  in 
May ; Rev.  G.  F.  S.  Savage,  Rev.  L.  S.  Potwin,  Sec’s  ; 164  Tremont-st.  Mass.  Home  Miss. 
Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  35  Washington-st.  Cong’l  Pub.  and  S.-S.  Soc.,  Rev.  A. 
Bullard,  Rev.  W.  Barrows,  D.  D.,  Sec’s;  M.  H.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Am.  Sab.  Sch’l 
Union,  E.  Shute,  Agent,  40  Winter-st.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  C.  L.  Woodworth,  Dist.  Sec., 
13  Cornhill.  Seaman’s  Friends  Soc.,  Rev.  S.  W.  Hanks,  Sec.,  13  Cornhill. 

NEW  YORK.— Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Joseph  Holdich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  T. 
Rallston  Smith,  D.  D.,  Sec’s  ; Caleb  T.  Rowe,  Gen.  Agent;  And.  L.  Taylor,  Assist.  Treas., 
Bible-house,  Astor-pl.  Am.  Bible  Union,  William  H.  Wyckoff,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; Henry  J. 
Wright,  Ass’t  Treas.,  32  Great  Jones-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; 
Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  O.  R.  Kingsbury,  Treas.,  150 Nassau-st.  Am.  Home 
Miss.  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Milton  Badger,  D.  D,,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  A.  H.  Clapp,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; W.  H.  Smith,  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-pl.  Am.  Bap. 
Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  S.  Backus,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Simmons,  Sec’s;  J.  M.  Whitehead, 
Assist.  Treas.,  39  Park  Row.  Board  of  For.  Miss,  of  Pres.  Ch.,  Rev.  John  C.  Lowrie, 
D.  D.,  Rev.  David  Irving,  and  Henry  H.  Jessup,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s;  Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas., 
23  Centre-st.  Am.  and  For.  Chris.  Union,  Tues.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  J.  G.  But- 
ler, D.  D.,  Sec.,  T.  S.  Young,  Treas.,  27  Bible-house.  Am.  Seamen’s  Friend  Soc.,  Monday 
preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  H.  Loomis,  D.  D.,  and  S.  H.  Hall,  D.  D.,  Sec’s,  80  Wall-st. 
Nat.  Temp.  Soc.,  J.  N.  Stearns,  Pub.  Agent.  172  William-st.  Prot.  Epis.  Ch.  Mission — 
Domestic  Com.,  Rev.  A.  T.  Twing,  D.  D.,  Sec.,  17  Bible-house;  Foreign  Com.,  Rev.  S.  D. 
Denison,  D.  D.,  Sec.  and  Gen.  Agent,  19  Bible-house.  Am.  Ch.  Miss’y  Soc.,  Geo.  D.  Mor- 
gan, Treas.,  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Newbold,  Fin.  Sec.,  3 Bible-house.  Evan.  Knowl.  Soc.,  Rev.  H. 
Dyer,  D.  D.,  2 Bible-house.  Meth. — Book  Concern,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D.,  and  J.  Lanahan, 
D.  D.,  Agents,  805  Broadway;  Mission.  Soc.,  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  T.  Carlton,  D.  D., 
Treas.,  805  Broadway;  S.  S.  Union,  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  Tract  Soc.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch., 
J.  Lanahan,  D.  D.,  Treas.;  Rev.  D.  Wise,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  805  Broadway.  Reformed — 
Dom.  Mission,  Rev.  Jacob  West,  Cor.  Sec.,  34  Vesey-st. ; Board  of  Pub.,  Rev.  J.  Lansing, 
D.  D.,  Sec.;  Wm.  Ferris,  Agent,  Peter  Duryee,  Treas.,  215  Green wich-st. ; For.  Miss.,  Rev. 
J.  M.  Ferris,  Cor.  Sec.,  G.  G.  Smith,  Treas.  Board  of  Educa.,  Rev.  John  L.  See,  Cor.  Sec. 
Soc.  FOR  Col.  and  Theol.  Educa.  at  West,  42  Bible-house.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  Geo. 
Whipple,  and  Rev.  M.  E.  Strieby,  Sec’s  ; Edgar  Ketchum,  Treas.,  59  Reade-st.  N.  Y.  St. 
Colon.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  J.  M.  Goldberg,  Rec.  Sec.,  I.  T.  Smith, 
Treas.,  22  Bible-house.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  J.  B.  Taylor,  Sec.,  G.  S.  Scofield,  Agent,  8 and  10 
Bible-house.  N.  Y.  Sab.  Com..  Rev.  W.  W.  Atterbury,  Sec.,  5 Bible-house.  , 

PHILADELPHIA.— Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  1408  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Dist.  Sec.  and  Supt.  Colp.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  S.  A.  Allibone,  Editor;  A.  Kirkpatrick,  Supt., 
1122  Chestnut-st.  Gen.  Assem.  Boards — Domestic  Missions,  907  Arch-st.,  Cyrus  Dickson, 
D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  S.  D.  Powel,  Treas.  Education,  907  Arch-st.,  Rev.  W.  Speer,  D.  D.,  Cor. 
Sec.,  Wm.  Main,  Treas.  Publication,  821  and  1334  Chestnut-st.,  William  E.  Schenck,  D.  D., 
Cor.  Sec.;  Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  Ed.  Sec.;  Winthrop  Sargent,  Super,  of  Colp.,  and  Treas. 
Am.  Bap.  Pub.  Soc.,  530  Arch-st. ; Rev.  B.  Griffith,  Sec.  Penn.  Bible  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st., 
Jos.  H.  Dulles,  Cor.  Sec.  Phila.  Bible  Soc.,  Thomas  MackeUar,  Cor.  Sec.  Phila.  Educa. 
Soc.,  Rev.  Charles  Brown,  Cor.  Sec.,  also  Relief  for  Dis.  Ministers,  1334  Chestnut  st. 
Dist.  Sec.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  Robert  Adair,  Sec.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Luth,  Bd.  of  Pub., 
42  North  Ninth-st.,  Rev.  E.  W.  Hutter,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.  Am.  Board  of  Com  for  For.  Mis., 
Rev.  John  McLeod,  Sec.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Ref.  Ch.  Pub.  Board,  54  N.  Sixth-st,  Rev.  G. 
B.  Russell,  D.  D.,  Book  Editor,  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  Treas.  Dom.  Miss.  Ref.  Ch.  in  U.  S.,  54 
N.  6th-st. ; Rev.  B.  Bausman,  D.  D.,  Pres.,  Rev.  S.  H.  Giesy,  D.  D.,  Sec.  For.  Miss.  Ref. 
Pres.  Church,  636  North  17th-st. ; Rev.  S.  O.  Wylie,  Chairman. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS. — New  England,  Newport,  R.  I..  Second  day  after  2d 
Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  York,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third 
Second  day  in  Fourth  mo.  Baltimore,  Seventh-day  preced.  last  Second  day  but  one  in 
Tenth  mo.  North  Carolina,  New  Garden,  Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in 
Eleventh  mo.  Ohio,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Sixth  day  preced.  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana, 
Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  on  Fourth  day  after  last  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Western,  Plain- 
field,  Ind. , Sixth  day  preced.  third  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Iowa,  Oskaloosa,  Second  day 
after  first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Canada,  Pickering,  C.  W.,  last  Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo. 

MINISTERS’  MEETINGS.— Gen.  Conference  in  Maine,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
New  Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  Aug.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen. 
Associa.,  Mass.,  4th  Tues.  in  June.  Evan.  Conso.,  R.  I.,  2d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso., 
Conn.,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven.  Prot.  Epis. 
Ch.,  1st  Wed.  in.C/qt.  Gen.  Assembly  Pres.  Church,  3d  Thurs.  in  May,  in  Philadelxffiia. 
Gen.  Confer.  M..E.' Church,  May  every  4th  year  from  1860.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Church, 
on  the  1st  Wed.  in  June.  ' ' 
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New  and  Highly  Valuable  Publications 

OF  THE 

ISO  YOUK. 


CHEISTTJS  CONSOLATOR.  By  Rev.  A.  C.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  Boston.  It  is  an  elegant 
compilation  of  lyrical  poems  from  home  and  foreign  authors,  and  will  be  found  fresh  and 
new,  even  by  those  famihar  with  religious  poetry,  and  admirably  adapted  to  cheer  the  chil- 
dren of  God  in  the  varied  experiences  of  their  earthly  pilgrimage.  $1  50  cloth;  bevelled 
bds.  $2  extra. 

BIBLE  THOUGHTS.  By  Lord  Bacon.  A fund  of  treasure  dug  from  the  inexhaustible 
mine  of  God’s  word.  80c. 

TRACT  VOLUMES,  A new  and  beautiful  edition  of  the  Society’s  series  of  Tracts,  bound 
in  fourteen  volumes  of  500  pages  each.  The  set  $10.  Wonderfully  rich  and  cheap. 

BEGINNING  LIFE.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Tullock,  Scotland.  Suggestions  of  great  value  to 
young  men,  on  Religion,  Study,  Business,  and  Recreation.  80c. 

SINNER  GUIDED  TO  CHRIST.  By  Rev.  Archibald  Alexander,  D.  D.  25c. 

HOUSEHOLD  OF  PEACE.  A Paradise  regained  for  every  family.  By  Rev.  W.  W. 
Newell,  D.  D.  15c. 

LORD’S  SUPPER  MANUAL.  A Scriptural  and  Devotional  Guide  to  the  Table  of  the 
Lord.  32mo.  35c. ; extra,  60c. 

PEARLS  OF  WISDOM.  A text  of  Scripture  for  every  day  in  the  year,  illustrated  by 
well- chosen  extracts  from  the  best  Christian  authors.  32mo.  30c. 

ATTRACTIVE  BOOKS  FOR  THE  YOUNG. 

THE  SPENCERS.  By  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  D.  D.  A pastoral  sketch,  in  which  passes 
in  review  the  history  of  two  families,  united  by  marriage,  for  two  or  three  generations : por- 
traying the  beauty  and  power  of  home  religion,  the  divine  blessing  on  Christian  home  train- 
ing, and  its  beneficent  influence  on  society  and  the  world.  The  venerable  author  has  writ- 
ten from  the  glowing  fulness  of  his  own  observations  in  life.  16m o,  $1  25. 

LOTTIE  LANE.  A story  of  life  and  temptations  in  city  and  country,  and  of  victory 
through  true  religion.  By  Mrs.  M.  E.  Berry,  lomo.  Six  engravings.  $1. 

LUCY  WOODVILLE’S  TEMPTATION.  Four  engravings.  Young  ladies  just  finishing 
their  school  life,  or  just  entering  society,  will  find  their  attention  enchained  by  this  well- 
drawn  picture  of  life  as  it  is,  and  their  better  nature  quickened  by  the  conflicts  they  will 
have  to  meet.  16mo.  $1. 

BAND  OF  SIX.  By  Mrs.  M.  E.  Berry.  Five  engra^ings.  A story  for  young  people, 
describing  the  diverse  characters  and  histories  of  six  schoolmates.  IGmo.  $1. 

DORA’S  MISTAKE.  By  Mrs.  S.  T.  Martyn.  Six  engravings.  A picture  of  American 
life,  for  our  hosts  of  lovely  girls  just  blooming  into  womanhood,  eager  for  life  and  enjoy- 
ment, but  glad  to  hear  the  counsels  that  may  save  them  from  shipwreck.  16mo.  80c. 

ALONE  IN  LONDON.  Four  engravings.  Another  volume  of  thrilling  interest,  by  the 
ever-welcome  authoress  of  “ Jessica’s  First  Pi'ayer  ” and  “Ltttle  Meg’s  Children.”  Square 
form.  60c. 

BERTIE’S  BIRTHDAY  PRESENT.  Showing  what  pleasure  and  improvement  may  be 
found  in  studying  God’s  w^onders  in  animal  life.  16mo.  Four  engravings.  60c. 

FALL  OF  JERUSALEM.  By  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hallock.  A graphic  and  vivid  picture  of  this 
fatal  period  of  Jewish  history — with  the  horrors  of  the  siege,  the  burning  of  the  temple,  etc., 
as  foretold  by  our  Lord.  Twenty-one  engravings.  Square  form.  70c. 

ROSE  AND  HER  PETS.  In  w^ords  of  not  over  five  letters.  Four  colored  and  nine  other 
engravings,  and  very  large  type,  for  beginners.  Square  form.  60c. 
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BLANCHE  GAMOND,  a Heroine  of  the  Faith.  A touching  story  of  persecutions  in 
France,  by  the  sufferer  herself.  AVith  frontispiece.  18mo.  oOc. 

STOKIES  FOB  THE  LITTLE  ONES.  An  attractive  book  for  young  children,  in  prose 
and  verse.  Colored  frontispiece,  and  thirty-seven  other  engravings.  18mo.  60c. 

THE  OLD  KITCHEN  FIRE,  and  other  Poems.  A delightful  little  volume  of  new  poetic 
tales,  etc.,  for  children,  with  fresh  pictorial  illustrations.  18mo.  40c. 

WHAT  NOW  ? A valuable  and  popular  gift-book  for  young  ladies.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Deems. 
16mo.  40c. ; extra,  60c. 

OUR  FATHER.  A familiar  and  attractive  unfolding  of  the  prayer  of  prayers,  with  sim- 
ple illustrations  for  little  children.  Colored  frontispiece,  and  ten  other  cuts.  35c. 

THE  OLD,  OLD  STORY.  A poetical  story  of  the  Cross,  beautifully  illustrated  with 
twenty-nine  engravings.  Square  form.  20c.  illuminated  paper  cover;  50c.  cloth  gilt. 

TO  YOUNG  MEN.  From  a Father.  A valuable  little  manual  of  suggestions  and  pater- 
nal counsels.  18mo.  20c. 

JACK,  THE  DUMB  BOY.  A thrilling  narrative  of  facts.  18mo.  20c. 

POCKET  TRACTS,  LEAFLETS,  ETC. 

FORTY-EIGHT  EVANGELICAL  TWO-PAGE  LEAFLETS,  on  tinted  paper.  By  Rev. 
Wm.  S.  Plumer,  D.  D.  The  packet,  10c. ; post.  2c. 

GEMS  OF  TRUTH.  Seventy-two  Pocket  Tracts,  on  tinted  paper,  32mo,  in  a packet. 
25c. ; post.  2c. 

GEMS  OF  TRUTH.  Forty-two  Tracts,  as  above,  48mo,  in  a packet.  15c. ; post.  2c. 

HYMNS  AND  MUSIC, 

FOR  THE  SABBATH-SCHOOL,  THE  FAMILY,  AND  THE  SOCIAL 
MEETING. 

HAPPY  VOICES.  A favorite  among  Sunday-school  Music  books.  35c.  boards,  30c. 
paper.  By  the  quantity  to  schools,  25c.  each  paper;  30c.  boards;  OOc.  cloth. 

ECHO  TO  HAPPY  VOICES.  A welcome  companion  of  or  successor  to  Happy  Voices. 
Sold  at  the  same  prices. 

“ This  little  work  of  160  pages  has  the  same  qualities  that  have  made  its  predecessor, 
‘ Happy  Voices,’  so  popular  with  the  religious  public.  The  excellency  of  the  work  is  the 
high  tone  of  the  hymns,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  that  is  light  and  irreverent.  A large  majority 
of  the  tunes  and  hymns  are  new.”  Guide  to  Holiness. 

“The  pieces  are  distinguished  by  that  thoroughly  Christian  Spirit  which,  while  recogni- 
zing the  duty  and  necessity  of  ‘making  a joyful  noise  unto  the  God  of  our  salvation,’  and 
praising  him  with  a merry  heart,  yet  refrain  from  that  light  and  trifling  style  so  much  in 
vogue  now.”  Record  of  Christian  Work,  Philadelphia. 

HAPPY  VOICES,  AND  ECHO  TO  HAPPY  VOICES.  The  two  bound  in  one  volume. 
60c.  boards.  By  the  quantity  to  Sabbath-schools,  50c. 

HYMNS  OF  HAPPY  VOICES.  Paper,  15c.;  boards,  20c. 

SONGS  OF  ZION.  436  Hymns  and  177  Tunes,  the  very  best  that  could  be  culled  from 
all  sources,  for  use  in  the  family,  prayer-meetings,  and  even  in  churches.  50c.  By  the 
quantity  to  churches,  45c.;  sheep,  $1;  Turkey  morocco,  $2. 

SOCIAL  HYMNS.  A very  choice  collection  of  449  Hymns  for  the  family  or  prayer- 
meeting.  35c. 

GEMS  FOR  THE  PRAYER-MEETING.  Eighty  of  the  best  Hymns  in  the  English  lan- 
guage for  social  worship,  and  44  Tunes  equally  select.  Flex,  cloth,  15c. ; boards,  10c.  By 
the  quantity  to  churches,  boards  8c. 

FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC  FOR  1871, 

Sixty-four  pages.  Twelve  fine  wood  engravings.  10  cents  single,  $1  per  dozen,  $7  a 
hundred,  $60  a thousand.  Postage,  two  cents  each  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGER, 

In  both  English  and  German,  carries  glad  tidings  to  more  than  200,000  families.  25  cents 
single;  five  copies  to  one  address,  $1;  twenty  copies,  $3  50;  forty  copies,  $6. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER, 

Welcome  as  ever  to  its  more  than  half-million  readers.  Eight  copies  for  the  year  to  one 
address,  $1;  forty  copies,  $5;  one  hundred  copies  $12. 


|ittts  iBntprgenfi^s, 

House  on  Fiee.— On  being  awakened  at  night  by  an  alarm  of  fire,  it  is  particularly 
important  to  preserve  presence  of  mind,  and  not  to  act  till  a moment  has  been  taken  for 
reflection.  Preservation  may  depend  on  the  choice  made  of  going  up  or  down  stairs,  or  on 
some  selection  of  movement  equally  unimportant  in  ordinary  circumstances.  In  making 
way  through  a burning  house,  it  is  best  to  creep  along  on  hands  and  knees,  the  freest  air 
being  to  be  had  close  to  the  floor. 

Chimney  on  Fire.— Should  a fire  break  out  in  a chimney,  a blanket  wetted  should  be 
nailed  above  the  fireplace,  and  suspended  so  as  to  cover  the  opening  entirely;  the  fire  will 
then  commonly  go  out  of  itself.  A solution  of  pearlash  in  water  thrown  upon  a fire  extin- 
guishes it  instantly.  Dissolve  a quarter  of  a pound  in  hot  water,  and  pour  into  a bucket  of 
water. 

Escape  from  Fire. — In  case  of  a person’s  clothes  being  set  on  fire,  instead  of  throwing 
open  the  door  and  running  into  the  air,  let  the  person,  particularly  if  a female,  whose  dress 
ignites  rapidly,  fall  on  the  ground,  and  roll  in  a carpet,  rug,  blanket,  curtain,  cloak,  or  what- 
ever thick  woollen  article  may  be  at  hand.  If  any  other  persons  are  present,  they  should 
assist  in  doing  this,  and  be  particularly  careful  to  keep  doors  and  windows  shut,  as  every 
draught  of  air  feeds  the  flames,  which  it  is  the  object  to  suppress. 

To  Kestore  Persons  apparently  Drowned. — Send  quickly  for  medical  assistance. 
Cautions  : Avoid  all  rough  usage.  Never  hold  up  the  body  by  the  feet,  nor  rub  it  with  salt 
or  spirits.  Convey  the  body  carefully,  with  the  head  and  shoulders  supported  in  a raised 
position,  to  the  nearest  house.  Strip  the  body  and  rub  it  dry;  then  wrap  it  in  hot  blankets, 
and  place  it  in  a warm  bed  in  a warm  chamber  free  from  smoke.  To  restore  the  warmth 
of  the  body,  carefully  move  a heated  covered  warmiug-pan  over  the  back  and  spine.  Put 
bladders  or  bottles  of  hot  water  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  the  armpits,  and  to  the  soles  of 
the  feet.  Foment  the  body  with  hot  flannels.  Rub  the  body  briskly  but  not  roughly  with 
the  hand,  but  do  not  suspend  the  use  of  the  other  means.  Try  to  restore  the  action  of  the 
lungs,  by  alternately  pressing  upon  the  chest  with  your  hands  and  releasing  it. 


How  TO  Prolong  Life. — The  difference  between  rising  in  the  morning  at  six  o’clock 
and  at  eight,  for  forty  years,  amounts  to  29,200  hours;  or  ten  years,  reckoning  eight  working 
hours  to  a day.  Thus  by  gaining  two  hours  a day  from  unnecessary  sleep,  or  from  idle  and 
misspent  time,  ten  years  of  active  life  may  be  added  to  a life  of  forty  years. 


lata  ta  lltadt  taUh  fract.ladelg, 

1.  First  of  all,  with  your  whole  heart  take  Christ  for  your  Saviour,  and  the  spreading  of 
his  salvation  for  your  business  in  life. 

2.  Supply  yourself  with  its  leaflets,  tracts,  and  cards  for  all  classes,  and  distribute  them 
freely  and  discreetly  to  lead  men  to  Christ — by  letters,  with  a friendly  word,  and  in  passing 
to  and  fro. 

3.  Secure  a monthly  visitation  of  every  family  in  your  neighborhood,  with  a fitting  tract, 
and  with  personal  efforts  for  their  temporal  and  eternal  salvation. 

4.  Secure  a colporteur  to  canvass  the  county  in  which  you  live  with  its  books  and  tracts, 
and  provide  for  his  salary,  expenses,  and  donations. 

5.  Loan  or  give  the  best  volumes  of  the  Society  where  they  will  be  most  useful,  with 
special  commendation  and  requests  to  read  them. 

6.  Procure  subscribers  to  the  Messenger  and  Child’s  Paper. 

7.  Secure  an  annual  collection  for  the  Society  in  your  church  and  congregation. 

8.  Gain  donations  and  legacies  from  friends.  # 

9.  Contribute  to  its  funds  as  the  Lord  prospers  you. 

10.  Remember  it  in  your  will. 

11.  Pray  that  it  may  be  preeminently  Christlike  in  its  teachings,  its  spirit,  and  its  labors, 
and  that  God’s  blessing  may  rest  richly  upon  it. 

J2.  Write,  if  so  enabled  by  God,  something  worthy  to  be  perpetuated  among  its  publica- 
tions, and  save  souls  long  after  you  are  gone  to  your  reward. 
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MEMORANDA  FOR  1871. 

Jan.  1-,  Circumcision  of  our  Lord;  6,  Epii^liany;  8,  1st  Sand., aft.  Epiph. ; 15,  2d^und.  aft. 
Epiph. ; 22,  3d  Sund.  aft,  Epiph.;  25,  Conver.  of  8t.  Paul;  29,  4tli  Suiid.  aft.  Epiph.  Feb.  2, 
Purif.  of  Virgin  Mary;  5,  Septuagesima  Suiid. ; 12,  Sexagesima  Sund.;  19,  Quinquagesima 
Sund. ; 22,  Ash- Wednesday  ; 24,  St.  Matthias ; 2G,  1st  Sund.  in  l^ent.  Makch  5,  2d  S.  in  Lent; 

12,  3d  Sund.  in  Lent;  19,  4th  Sund.  in  Lent;  25,  Annun.  of  Virgin  Mary;  2G,  5th  Sund.  in  Lent. 
April  2,  Sund.  bef.  Easter;  3,  Mon.  bef.  Easter;  4,  Tues.  bef.  Easter;  5,  Wed.  bef.  Easter; 
6,  Thurs.  bef.  Easter;  7,  Good  Friday;  8,  Easter-even;  9,  Easter-day;  10,  Mon.  in  Easter-week ; 
11,  Tues.  in  Easter-week;  16,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Easter;  23.  2d  Sund.  aft.  Faster;  25,  St.  Mark;  30, 
3d  Smid.  aft.  Easter.  May  1,  Sts.  Philip  and  James;  7,  4th  Sund.  aft.  Easter;  14,  5th  Sund. 
aft.  Easter;  18,  Ascension-day;  21,  Sund.  aft.  Ascension;  28,  Whit-Sunday;  29,  Mon.  in  Whit- 
sun-week;  30,  Tues.  in  Whitsun- week.  June  4,  Trinity-Sunday ; 11,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Trin.,  and 
St.  Barnabas;  18,  2d  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  24,  Nativ.  of  St.  John  Baptist;  25,  3d  Sund.  aft.  Trim; 

29,  St.  Peter.  July  2,  4th  Sund.  aft.  Trim;  9,  5th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  16,  6th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.; 
23,  7th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  25,  St.  James;  30,  8th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  Aug.  6,  9th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.; 

13,  10th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  20,  11th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  24,. St.  Bartholomew;  27,  12th  Sund.  aft. 
Trin.  Sept.  3,  13th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 10,  14th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 17,  15th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  21,  St. 
Matthew;  24,  16th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  29,  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels.  Oct.  1,  17th  Sund.  aft. 
Trin.;  8,  18th  Sund.  aft.  Trim;  15,  19th  Sund.  aft.  Trim ; 18,  St.  Luke  Evan.;  22,  20th  Sund. 
aft.  Trill.;  28,  Sts.  Simon  and  Jude;  29,  21st  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  Nov.  1,  All-Saints-day ; 5,  22d 
Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 12,  23d  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 19,  24th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 26,  25th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 

30,  St.  Andrew.  Dec.  3,  1st  Sund.  in  Advent;  10,  2d  Sund.  in  Advent;  17,  3d  Sund.  in  Ad- 
vent; 21,  St.  Thomas;  24,  4th  Sund.  in  Advent;  25,  Christmas;  26,  St,  Stephen;  27,  St.  John 
Evan.;  28,  Holy  Innocents;  31,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Christmas. 


RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 
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Letters,  prepaid  by  ctamps,  3 cts.  each  1 oz.  or  fraction  thereof,  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States;  forwarded  to  A,nother  Post-office  without  charge,  on  request  of  the  person  addressed;  if 
not  called  for,  returned  to  the  writer  free,  if  «ndcu-sed  with  that  request.  If  the  stamp  is  omit- 
ted, the  letter  is  forwarded  to  the  Dead-letter  office,  and  returned  to  the  writer.  Drop  or  local 
letters,  2 cts.  each  | oz.  prepaid,  and  all  letters  and  papers  dehvered  in  cities  ffee  of  charge. 
Circulars,  unsealed^  with  no  writing,  2 cts.  for  every  three  circulars  to  one  address. 

' Newspapers  to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  regular  subscribers,  payable  quarterly  in 
advance,  weekly,  not  over  4 oz.,  5 cts.  a quarter,  and  5 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.;  and  an 
additional  5 cts.  for  each  additional  issue,  dailies  six  times  a week  being  30  cts.  a quarter.  All 
other  regular  periodicals  sent  to  subscribers,  1 ct.  for  less  than  4 oz.  Weekly  newspapers  free  in 
the  county  where  issued.  Small  periodicals  referred  to  the  Postmaster-General. 

Books,  not  over  4 oz.,  4 cts. ; and  4 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  or  fraction  thereof:  prepaid. 

Other  miscellaneous  packages,  'noi  over  4 oz.,  2 cts.,  and  2 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  pre- 
paid. Limited  to  32  oz.,  and  so  wrapped  that  the  contents  may  be  seen.  These  unbound 
miscellaneous  packages  include  transient  papers,  proofs,  manuscripts  for  books,  cards,  samples, 
cuttings,  roots,  and  all  similar  articles  allowed  in  tlie  mails.  Money,  from  $1  to  $50,  can  be 
sent  with  perfect  safety  through  ,the  principal  j)Ostoffices  of  the  United  States  by  buying 
Postoffice  Money  Orders  : fees,  for  less  than  $20,  10  cts. ; from  $20  to  $50,  25  cts. 

Foreign  Postage.  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postages  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
each  half  ounce:  To  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  6 cts. ; to  France,  Belgium,  and  Holland, 
10  cts.  By  the  Bremen  or  Hamburg  mails,  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Hamburg  and  to  any 
part  of  Germany  or  Austria,  is  10  cts. ; to  Switzerland  and  Turkey,  15  cts. ; to  Sardinia  and  to 
the  Two  Sicilies,  10  cts. ; to  Denmark,  to  Sweden  and  Norway,  13  to  23  cts. ; to  Kussia,  15  to  23 
cts. ; to  the  Papal  states,  14  to  19  cts.  prepaid.  Bj’’  the  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail,  the 
postage  is  about  5 cts.  higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  as  above  is  optional ; also  to  Canada 
and  the  British  North  American  states,  where  the  postage  is  10  cts. , or  6 cts.  if  prepaid.  To  the 
following,  postage  must  be  prepaid:  To  British  West  Lidies,  Aspinwall,  Panama,  Mexico,  and 
Brazil,  10  cts, ; to  New  Granada,  18  cts. ; to  Peru,  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  and  Chili,  22  cts. ; to  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  China,  by  San  Francisco,  10  cts. ; to  New  South  Wales,  16  cts.;  to  China  and 
Australia  via  England,  32  and  16  cts. , via  Marseilles,  36  and  24  cts.  To  East  Indies,  10  to  32  cts. 


PUBIilCATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY 

May  be  had  at  150  Nassau-street,  New  York,  S.  W.  STEBBINS,  Depositary. 
BOSTON,  N.  E.  Branch,  104  Washington-st.,  H.  E.  Simmons,  Agent. 

KOCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  75  State-st.,  O.  D.  Grosvenor,  Agent. 

PHILADELPHIA,  1210  Chestnut-st. , H.  N.  Thissell,  Agent. 

BALTIMORE,  Maryland  Branch,  73  W.  Fayette-st.,  Rev.  S.  Guiteau,  Agent, 

RICHMOND,  914  Main-si,  Thos.  L.  D.  Walford,  Depositary. 

CINCINNATI,  Walnut-si  near  Fourth,  Seely  Wood,  Agent. 

ST.  LOUIS,  4 South-Fifth-si , J.  W.  McIntyre,  Depositary. 

CHICAGO,  45  Madison-st.,  Rev.  Glen  Wood  Secretary. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  757  Market-st.,  D.  W.  M’Leod,  Depositary. 

The  Board  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embraces  members  of  fourteen  evangelical  denom- 
inations, united  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  crucified,  by  its  publications,  asso- 
ciated with  personal  Christian  effort,  at  home  and  abroad.  • 

Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.;  S.  E.  Warner,  Asst.  Sec.  Colp.;  Rev.  W.  W.  Rand, 
Assi  Sec.  pub.  Dept. ; Rev.  G.  L.  Shearer,  Asst.  Sec.  Fin.  Dept. ; O.  R.  Kingsbury,  Treas., 
150  Nassau-street,  New  York. 
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New  Diplomatic  Delations. — A Japanese  ambassador,  a prince  in  his  own  country,  and 
an  uncle  of  the  reigning  Mikado,  has  arrived  in  this  country,  to  reside  in  Washington.  A 
number  of  young  noblemen  accompanied  him,  some  of  whom  are  to  pursue  their  studies 
in  this  country,  some  in  England,  and  some  in  Prussia.  While  they  were  in  New  York  there 
was  a reunion  with  them  of  the  young  Japanese  who  are  in  this  vicinity.  There  are  others 
at  the  Polytechnic  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  in  New  Brunswick,  and  in  Boston.  They  have 
been  sent  here  by  the  government  of  Japan,  and  are  making  remarkable  proficiency  in  their 
studies.  One  at  least  has  been  hopefully  converted,  and  is  training  to  p.each  the  gospel. 

A Valid  Ground  for  Damages. — In  accordance  with  a law  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  Ohio,  a woman  in  Portsmouth  brought  a suit  against  a liquor-dealer  for  |‘250  damages, 
for  selling  her  husband  liquor  that  caused  him  to  neglect  his  business.  The  jury  gave  her 
a verdict  for  $175. 

Japanese  Exclusiveness  giving  Way.— Rev.  Mr.  Verbeck,  a missionary  to  Japan,  says 
that  though  it  is  but  ten  years  since  that  country  was  opened  to  modern  commerce,  hun- 
dreds of  native  shops  now  sell  foreign  goods.  A large  portion  of  the  men  in  the  middle  and 
upper  classes  dress  in  our  costume.  The  army  and  navy  are  remodelled  on  the  European 
and  American  systems.  They  have  stages,  steamers,  telegraphs,  and  a railroad,  docks,  and 
extensive  foundries  with  foreign  machinery,  and  sewing-machines  in  the  tailors’  shops. 
Beef,  the  abomination  of  Buddhism,  is  largely  consumed,  and  bread  is  much  liked.  A for- 
eign college  in  Yeddo  has  hundreds  of  boys  studying  English,  French,  and  German.  Eight 
foreign  physicians  teach  in  medical  colleges.  Several  newspapers  are  published,  and  a large 
quantity  of  English  and  French  books  are  imported. 

Growing  Ltderality. — The  Mikado  of  Japan  has  recently  given  an  interview  to  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward,  recently  Secretary  of  State  in  this  country,  the  first  private  individual 
allowed  the  honor. 

Sacrificed  to  Idols. — At  the  idolatrous  festival  of  Juggernath,  at  Serampore,  India,  the 
crowd,  as  for  several  years  past,  was  small;  but  four  persons  were  crushed  under  the  wheels 
of  the  car,  through  their  own  carelessness  or  that  of  the  police.  At  Harripal,  forty  miles 
from  Calcutta,  the  idol’s  car  fell  over  and  crushed  three  persons  to  death. 

A Sign  of  Liberty. — The  Bible,  the  word  of  God,  has  been  rigorously  excluded  from 
the  dominions  of  the  Pope,  who  claims  to  be  the  vicar  of  the  Son  of  God.  One  of  the  first 
acts  of  the  Italian  government  on  entering  Rome,  was  to  abolish  the  old  customhouse  laws, 
so  that  now  the  Bible  and  religious  books  can  be  freely  introduced  into  the  states  of  the 
church.  Several  of  the  colporteurs  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  at  once  entered 
Rome  with  their  precious  treasures. 

A Better  Investment. — The  Italian  government  having  confiscated  the  property  of  the 
monastic  establishments  which  they  closed,  have  devoted  a portion  of  it  to  education,  and 
have  founded  thirty-three  great  model  schools  in  different  x^arts  of  the  kingdom.  Since 
18G2,  there  have  been  over  1,600  elementary  schools  established  for  boys,  and  900  for  girls, 
in  which  60,000  boys  and  30,000  girls  are  under  instruction. 

Proportion  of  Criminals. — During  the  last  ten  years  there  were  arrested  by  the  New 
York  city  police  706,120  criminals,  of  whom  217,649  were  natives  of  the  United  States, 
though  even  these  were  largely  children  of  foreign  x^arents,  357,725  of  Ireland,  73,684  of  Ger- 
many, and  57,062  of  other  countries. 

Mutually  Profitable. — The  manufacturing  establishments  in  New  York  which,  for  the 
sake  of  discouraging  strikes,  proposed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  admit  their  workmen 
to  a share  of  the  profits,  have  found  the  experiment  to  work  well.  A large  carriage-making 
firm  that  then  announced  their  intention  of  making  a half-yearly  dividend  of  ond-tenth  of 
the  x^rofits,  in  July  declared  a dividend  of  three  and  a half  per  cent,  in  cash  on  the  earnings 
of  each  man.  A large  iron  pump  manufactory  declared  a dividend  of  over- four  and  a third 
Xoer  cent,  on  the  earnings  of  their  men.  The  emxffoyers  in  these  establishments  find  their 
profits  about  as  usual,  while  the  workmen  are  convinced  that  cooperation  materially  pro- 
motes their  interests. 

Dancing. — We  are  in  hearty  accord  with  the  official  expression  of  sentiment  of  a coun- 
cil of  Roman-catholic  bishops,  that  public,  promiscuous  dancing  is  pernicious  to  the  high- 
est, xmrest,  and  best  interests  of  social  life.  A Baltimore  x^aper  says : “ The  opinion  of  this 
council  derives  great  weight  from  the  fact  that  it  is  based  ux:)on  the  information  obtained  in 
the  confessional  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  The  effect  of  these  dances  upon 
mind  and  morals  with  us  is  an  inference;  with  them  it  is  a disclosure;  and  wc  do  not  know 
how  its  weight  is  to  be  resisted  by  the  votaries  of  the  fashion.” 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


Entered,  according  ;o  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1871,  by  O.  R.  Kingsbury,  in  the  Office  of  the  Librarian 
of  Congress,  at  Washington. 

ECLIPSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1873. 

There  will  be  four  Eclipses  this  year,  as  follows : 

I.  A Partial  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  May  22;  invisible  in  the  United  States. 

II.  An  Annular  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  June  5;  invisible  in  North  America,  except  in  Wash- 
ington Territory  and  the  Arctic  regions. 

III.  A very  small  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  in  the  evening  of  November  14th  and  morning  of 
the  15th;  visible,  being  only  one  thirty-third  of  the  Moon’s  diameter  on  the  northern  limb. 
See  the  following  table. 


PLACES. 

Begins. 

Middle, 

15th. 

End,  15th. 

PLACES. 

Begins. 

Middle, 

14th. 

End. 

Portland 

Boston 

Quebec 

D.  H.  M. 

15  0 18  m. 
15  0 15  m. 
15  0 14  m. 

H.  M. 

0 38  in. 
0 35  m. 
0 34  m. 

H.  M. 

0 58  m. 
0 55  m. 
0 54  m. 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Milwaukie 

D.  H.  M. 

14  11  27  ev. 
14  11  9 ev. 
14  11  8ev. 

H.  M. 

11  47  ev. 
11  29  ev. 
11  28  ev. 

H.  M. 

12  7 m. 
11  49  ev. 
11  48  ev. 

New  York 

15  0 3 m. 

0 23  m. 

0 43  m, 

New  Orleans  - - 

14  10  59  ev. 

11  19  ev. 

11  39  ev. 

Philadelphia  - - 

14  11  58  ev. 

0 18  m. 

0 38  m. 

St.  Louis 

14  10  58  ev. 

11  18  ev. 

11  38  ev. 

Washington  - - - 

14  11  51  ev. 

0 11  m. 

0 31  m. 

Austin - - 

14  10  28  ev. 

10  48  ev. 

11  8 ev. 

Rochester^  - - - 

14  11  48  ev. 

0 8 m. 

0 28  m. 

San  Francisco - 

14  8 50  ev. 

9 10  ev. 

9 30  ev. 

Buffalo 

14  11  44  ev. 

0 4 m. 

0 24  m. 

Portland,  Or.  - - 

14  8 50  ev. 

9 10  ev. 

9 30  ev. 

Charleston 

14  11  40  ev. 

0 0 m. 

0 20  m. 

Sitka 

14  7 58  ev. 

8 18  ev. 

8 38  ev. 

IV.  An  Annular  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  November  30;  invisible  in  North  America. 


MORNINO  STARS. 

Venus  ( ? ) until  July  15. 

Mars  ( $ ) after  May  17. 

Jupiter  ( ) after  August  2. 

Saturn  ( ^ ) to  April  10. 


EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  after  July  15. 

Mars  until  May  17. 

Jupiter  until  August  2. 

Saturn  after  April  10. 


PLANETS  BRIGHTEST.  1 

Mercury  January  27,  May  25,  and  September  18,  rising  before  the  Sun  ; also  April  2,  I 
July  31,  and  November  24,  setting  soon  after  the  Sun.  Venus  and  Mars  not  this  year,  j 
Jupiter  January  15.  Saturn  July  9. 
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THE  FOUR  SEASONS. 


n. 

H. 

M.  D. 

H. 

M. 

Winter  begins. 

1871,  December 

22, 

0 

51  mo.,  and  lasts  - -89 

0 

58 

Spring 

1872,  March 

20, 

1 

49  mo.,  “ --92 

20 

34 

Summer  “ 

“ June 

20, 

10 

23eve.,  “ --93 

11 

23 

Autumn  “ 

“ September  22, 

0 

46  eve.,  “ --89 

17 

59 

W^inter  “ 

“ December 

21, 

6 

45  mo.  Trop.year,  365 

5 

54 

CYCLES  OP  TIME  AND  CHURCH  DAYS. 


Dominical  Letters G F 

Epact 20 

Solar  Cycle 5 

Golden  Number 11 

Homan  Indiction 15 

Jewish  Lunar  Cycle 8 

Dionysian  Period 201 

Julian  Period 6585 


Septuagesima  Sund.  - - Jan.  28 
Sexagesima  “ --Feb.  4 
Quinquagesima  “ “ 11 

Ash  Wednesday  “ 14 

Quadragesima  Sund.,  “ 18 

Mid-Lent  Sunday Mar.  10 

Palm  Sunday, “ 24 

Good  Friday “ 2.0 


Easter  Sunday Mar.  31 

Low  Sunday April  7 

Kogation  Sunday May  5 

Ascension  Day “ 0 

Pentecost  Sunday “ 19 

Trinity  Sunday “ 23 

Corpus  Christi “ 30 

Advent  Sunday Dec.  1 


TEE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 

RELATIVE  PLACES  OF  THE  MOON. 


MOON. 

Jau. 

Feb. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

Juno. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

D. 

D. 

D. 

D. 

D. 

n. 

D. 

D. 

D. 

D. 

©. 

D. 

Apogee  -- 

22 

19 

18 

15 

12 

9 

(j 

2 30 

26 

24 

1 21 

19 

Perigee  - - 

9 

7 

6 

1 27 

24 

21 

20 

17 

14 

12 

! 6 

3 31 

Highest  - - 

23 

19 

17 

14 

11 

7 

5 

1 28 

24 

22 

16 

Lowest  - 

9 

6 

4 31 

27 

25 

21 

19 

15 

11 

1 ^ 

2 30 

Note.  The  tides  may  be  expected  highest  when  the  Moon  is  in  perigee,  and  lowest  av 
apogee.  The  duration  of  moonlight  will  be  greatest  when  the  Moon  is  highest,  and  least 
when  it  is  lowest.  When  the  full  Moon  falls  about  the  time  of  the  “ highest,”  the  entire 
night  will  be  lighted  by  the  Moon. 
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CONJUNCTION  OF  PLANETS,  AND  OTHER  PHENOMENA. 


Month. 

Aspect. 

Wash’n  time. 

Distance  apait. 

Mon  til. 

Aspect. 

Wasli’n  time. 

Distance  apart. 

1 D- 

n.  M. 

0 / 

D. 

H. 

M. 

o / 

Jan.  - 

Sun  in  perigee 

0 

1 21  e. 

July-- 

])  near  3 

4 

9 

26  m. 

3 

0 58  S. 

“ 

^ 6 Sun  1 

3 

1 35  m. 

0 0 

“ 

^ near  ? 

5 

6 

22  m. 

9 

1 58  S. 

^ near  $ 

7 

6 13  m. 

0 57  N. 

“ 

5 near  2f 

7 

6 

41  m 

21 

3 39  S. 

])  near  ^ 1 

9 10  57  e. 

2 18  N. 

“ 

Saturn  8 Sun 

9 

6 

15  e. 

180  OE. 

b near  $ 

12  10  20  m. 

3 

3 34  N. 

“ 

2f  c5  5* 

10 

1 

33  e. 

21 

1 12  S. 

71  8 Sun  !15  10  35  m. 

21 

180  0 E. 

“ 

])  near  ^ 

19 

3 

5 e. 

3 12  N. 

^ gr.  elon. 

24 

3 36  m. 

8 

24  40  W. 

“ 

9 6 21 

28 

9 

14  e. 

9 

0 41  N. 

^ near  21 

24 

0 21  e. 

21 

2 19  S. 

Aug.  - 

])  near  $ 

2 

5 

3C  m 

3 

2 17  S. 

<( 

^ near  5 j 

29 

4 50  e. 

0 6S. 

If  6 Sun. 

2 

10 

57  e. 

21 

0 0 

Feb.  - 

^ near  ? 

6 

0 27  m. 

? 

2 52  N. 

^ gr.  elon. 

3 

2 

37  m. 

9 

27  21  E. 

P near  ^ 

6 

2 34  e. 

2 36  N. 

I)  near  2f 

4 

0 

31  m 

21 

3 56  S. 

5 near  $ 

10 

9 48  m. 

3 

4 31  N. 

5 near  ? 

4 

2 

8e. 

9 

3 28  S. 

$ near  ^ 1 

14 

3 15  m. 

$ 

0 34  N. 

D near  5 

6 

9 

2 m. 

9 

7 45  S. 

“ 

])  near  if 

20- 

1 33  e. 

21 

2 10  S. 

5 near  ^ 

15 

10 

42  e. 

3 8 N. 

1 Mar. 

5 near  ^ i 

5 

2 58  m. 

2 58  N. 

<( 

9 6 9 

23 

9 

46  m. 

9 

6 29  N. 

5 near  ? | 

6 

6 9e. 

9 

3 58  N. 

ft 

D near  $ 

31 

0 

21m. 

3 

3 18  S. 

5 near  $ 

10  10  13  m. 

3 

4 34  N. 

u 

5 near  2f 

31 

6 

33  e. 

21 

4 12  S. 

^stationary  ; 

15  11  17  e. 

Sept.  - 

^ near  $ 

3 

9 

31  e. 

9 

3 49  S. 

T^tiear  if 

18 

7 24  e. 

21 

2 18  S. 

& near  ^ 

12 

5 

34  m. 

3 13  N. 

vApril  - 

5 near  ^ 

1 

11  43  m. 

3 19  N. 

“ 

9 gr.  elon 

15 

8 

53  e. 

9 

17  53  W. 

vJ  “ 

^ gr.  elon. 

5 

2 2 m. 

? 

19  18  E. 

^ stationary 

18 

8 

46  m 

5%,  “ 

])  near  ? 

5 

2 15  e. 

9 

3 .59  N. 

“ 

21  6 3 

21 

11 

14  m. 

3 

0 38  N. 

5 near  $ 

8 11  13  m. 

3 

3 42  N. 

“ 

D near  21 

28 

0 

31  e. 

21 

4 29  S. 

^ near  $ 

9 

2 53  m. 

6 32  N. 

“ 

T)  near  $ 

28 

6 

45  e. 

3 

3 56  S. 

If  n Sun 

110 

6 7 m. 

\21 

90  0 E. 

Oct.  - - 

^ near  $ 

4 

3 

52  m 

9 

2 34  S. 

^ n Sun 

10 

7 55  m. 

90  OW. 

^ n Sun 

7 

5 

29  e. 

90  OE. 

D near  if 

il5 

6 16  m. 

,21 

2 38  S. 

D near  ^ 

9 

0 

7 e. 

3 25  N. 

^ near  ^ 

128 

6 11  e. 

3 32  N. 

B near  2f 

26 

5 

29  m. 

21 

4 41  S. 

^ stationary 

30 

0 53  m. 

r 

“ 

D near  $ 

27 

1 

6 e. 

3 

4 OS. 

May  - 

D near  ? 

1 ^ 

3 40  e. 

2 30  N. 

Nov. 

D near  ? 

3 

6 

32  m. 

9 

0 25  S. 

I)  near  $ 

7 

Ole. 

2 13  N. 

D near  ^ 

5 

7 

58  e. 

3 38  N. 

I)  near  if 

|12 

8 45  e. 

2f 

3 IS 

21  n Sun 

22 

6 

18  m. 

U 

90  OW. 

D near  ^ 

126 

0 22  m. 

3 33  N. 

“ 

D near  2f 

22 

7 

47  e. 

21 

4 42  S. 

^ gr.  elon. 

22 

2 34  m. 

25  13  W. 

^ near  $ 

25 

6 

57 

3 

3 26  S. 

V June  - 

D near  5 

4 

2 13  m. 

0 34  S. 

“ 

9 gr.  elon. 

27 

6 

29  e. 

9 

21  32  E. 

D near  $ 

4 10  8 e. 

9 

0 11  N. 

Dec.  - 

D near  $ 

3 

3 

57  m. 

9 

1 41  N. 

. “ 

5 

4 14  m. 

21 

0 2S. 

5 near  ^ 

3 

6 

57  m 

3 47  N. 

: D near  S 

5 

11  38  m. 

3 

0 35  N. 

“ 

9 6^ 

4 

7 

55  e. 

9 

1 59  S. 

D near  if 

9 

1 16  e. 

21 

3 22  S. 

“ 

21  stationary 

16 

8 

27  e 

? 3 5 

17 

0 41m. 

9 

0 41  S. 

“ 

])  near  2f 

20 

5 

28  m. 

2f 

4 31  S. 

“ 

1 1)  near  ^ 

22 

7 22  m. 

3 23  N. 

“ 

5 near  $ 

23 

10 

53  e. 

3 

2 16  S. 

N[jry  - 

■Sun  apogee 

2 10  8 e. 

5 near  ^ 

30 

9 

24  e. 

3 54  N. 

Note.  The  word  “near”  and  6 indic^  sameness  of  longitude. 
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Earthquakes. — The  eastern  part  of  the  country  had  the  rare  visitation  of  an  earthquake, 
October  20,  1870,  it  having  passed  from  Ohio  through  New  York,  Lower  Canada,  and  New 
England,  to  the  coast.  It  occurred  a little  after  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  lasted 
from  half  a minute  to  two  minutes,  distinct  shocks  having  been  noticed  in  various  places, 
but  accompanied  by  no  serious  consequences.  The  Koman-catholic  bishop  of  Batang,  on 
the  border  of  Thibet,  Burmah,  and  China,  reports  a terrible  earthquake,  in  which  3,282  lives 
were  lost.  A destructive  hurricane  has  recently  visited  Cuba,  the  severest  within  a century, 
in  which  2,000  persons  were  lost. 

Healthy  Country  Homes. — Hon.  Josiah  Quincy  of  Massachusetts,  with  a far-reaching 
and  considerate  philanthropy,  has  petitioned  the  legislature  to  require  the  railroads  cen- 
tring in  Boston  to  run  cheap  railroad  trains  for  the  poorer  classes  of  work-people,  so  that 
they  may  be  able  to  procure  homes  in  the  country,  instead  of  packing  their  families  into  the 
crowded,  damp,  ill-ventilated,  unhealthy  tenement-houses  of  the  city.  In  his  petition  he 
states  that  two  of  the  roads  out  of  London  carry  passengers  each  way  for  ten  miles  into  the 
suburbs  for  twopence  a day.  In  forcible  words  he  says:  “If  you  wish  to  see  the  laboring 
population  healthy,  sober,  self-supporting,  honest,  chaste,  rehgious,  you  must  provide  them 
with  homes  where  health  is  not  an  exception,  where  decency  is  not  an  impossibility,  where 
squalor  and  discomfort  do  not  necessarily  drive  the  husband  and  father  to  the  rumshoi3.” 

A Wonderful  AVaterfall. — The  government  geologists  in  Demarara,  British  Guiana, 
have  discovered  on  the  Potaro  river,  within  a hundred  miles  of  the  capital,  a fall  with  two 
leaps,  one  of  770  feet  and  nearly  600  feet  wide,  the  other  over  80  feet.. 

New  Use  of  Photography. — While  Paris  was  besieged,  the  London  Times  frequently 
published  long  columns  of  announcements,  designed  to  convey  intelligence  to  those  who 
remained  in  the  city.  A six-column  page  of  the  Times  was  carefully  photographed  on  a 
small  piece  of  thin  paper  but  little  larger  than  a postage  stamp.  It  was  entirely  illegible  by 
the  naked  eye,  but  could  be  easily  read  under  the  microscope.  The  photographs  were  sent 
to  Bordeaux,  whence  they  were  taken  to  Paris  by  carrier-pigeons.  There  they  were  magni- 
fied, and  thrown  upon  a large  screen  by  the  aid  of  a magic-lantern.  The  messages  were 
then  copied,  and  sent  to  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  addressed. 

Inconceivably  Minute.— An  extraordinary  machine  has  been  invented  in  London,  by 
which  a person  can  duplicate  his  writing  a million  times  smaller,  making  it  invisible  except 
by  a powerful  miscroscope.  The  inventor  claims  that  by  it  he  can  copy  the  whole  Bible 
twenty-two  times  in  the  space  of  an  inch. 

Piercing  the  Mountains. — The  tunnel  through  the  Alps,  connecting  the  railways  of 
France  and  Italy,  was  successfully  finished  the  day  after  Christmas,  1870.  This  great  work 
was  commenced  in  1857,  and  has  gone  forward  night  and  day  from  either  side,  till  the  two 
gangs  of  workmen  met  far  beneath  the^sumniit  of  the  central  mountain  of  the  thre*  that  the 
tunnel  has  pierced.  The  length  of  the  tunnel  is  12,220  metres,  or  about  7 3-5  miles;  its  height 
and  breadth  are  about  25  feet,  and  the  cost  of  construction  about  $10,000,000. 

Signalling  the  Weather. — Since  November  1,  1870,  the  daily  papers  have  published 
bulletins  sent  to  them  by  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  of  meteorological  observations 
in  regard  to  the  height  of  the  barometer  and  thermometer,  and  the  direction  and  force  of 
the  wind.  They  are  taken  by  scientific  men  at  fifty  different  stations  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  from  Key  West,  Florida,  to  San  Francisco.  It  is  believed  that  this  will  be  of  great 
practical  benefit  to  farmers  and  sailors,  by  giving  timely  warning  of  the  approach  of  storms. 

Working  of  the  New  System. — At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Friends  in  New  York,  Mr. 
Thomas  Foulke,  a venerable  Quaker,  gave  an  account  of  his  visit  to  the  Northwestern  reser- 
vation of  Indians  near  Omaha,  where  6,000  Pawnees  and  Winnebagoes  are  living  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Samuel  Janny,  whom  they  affectionately  call  “grandfather.”  The 
attempt  to  introduce  civilization  among  them  by  peaceful  means  is  meeting  encouraging 
success,  in  spite  of  the  prejudice  and  hostility  of  neighboring  whites.  The  Indian  boys  are 
taught  agriculture,  and  the  girls  domestic  duties  and  housekeeping ; and  they  are  industri- 
ous, obedient,  and  intelligent.  The  government,  desiring  to  engage  the  religious  sentiment 
of  the  country  in  the  work  of  civilizing  the  Indians,  has  requested  the  various  religious 
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denominations  and  missionary  associations  to  designate  suitable  persona  in  whom  they  have 
confidence,  to  act  as  Indian  agents  in  the  difierent  territories. 

A Public  Benefactor. — The  “ Bibliotheca  Sacra  ” for  April  gives  to  Dr.  Wayland,  the 
late  distinguished  president  of  Brown  University,  the  deserved  credit  of  having,  by  his 
thoughtful  and  judicious  founding  of  the  free  hbrary  in  Wayland,  Mass.,  led  the  legislature 
of  tliat  state  to  enact  the  Library  law,  authorizing  cities  and  towns  to  appropriate  money  for 
similar  institutions.  Many  of  the  intelligent  communities  in  that  state  are  now,  in  conse- 
quence, favored  with  excellent  free  public  libraries. 

A Profitable  Account. — It  is  said  that  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  success- 
ful banking  houses  in  the  country,  when  a young  man,  resolved  to  take  Jacob’s  pledge,  “Of 
aU  that  Thou  shalt  give  me,  I will  surely  give  the  tenth  unto  Thee.”  He  accordingly  opened 
an  account  with  O.  P.  J.,  (Old  Patriarch  Jacob,)  crediting  to  it  a tenth  of  all  the  commis- 
sions that  came  to  his  office.  His  benevolent  contributions  are  very  large,  and  when  asked 
how  he  can  afford  to  give  them,  he  says,  “It  don’t  cost  me  anything.  It  is  the  Lord’s 
money  I give.” 

Literary  Activity. — A Boston  publisher  having  offered  a premium  for  the  best  Sunday- 
school  book,  received  three  hundred  manuscripts,  making  a pile  two  feet  high,  two  feet 
wide,  and  five  feet  long,  sufficient  in  the  aggregate  for  93,000  pages  of  print. 

A Destructive  Drug. — Kev.  T.  Powell,  a missionary  of  the  London  Missionary  Society 
in  the  South  Sea  Islands,  is  convinced  that  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  decay  of  the  native 
races  among  them  is  the  general  use  of  tobacco,  introduced  among  them  through  their 
intercourse  with  the  civilized  world.  The  whole  population  have  become  slaves  to  this  nar- 
cotic drug,  which  stupefies  their  minds,  enervates  their  bodies,  and  seems  to  deprive  their 
physical  systems  of  the  needful  stamina  to  resist  prevalent  diseases. 

Saving  the  Fallen.— Some  time  since,  the  chief  of  police  in  Boston  having  arrested 
113  abandoned  women  of  various  ages,  requested  the  court  not  to  pass  a final  sentence  upon 
them,  but  to  allow  him  to  try  the  experiment  of  kind  treatment  and  encouragement,  in  the 
hope  of  saving  them  from  sin  and  ruin.  In  six  weeks  he  reported  to  the  court  that  fifty-six 
had  been  sent  to  their  parents  and  friends,  and  were  doing  well,  fifteen  had  been  put  in 
places  of  respectable  employment,  and  were  living  virtuous  lives,  seven  were  in  charity 
homes  or  asylums,  thirty  could  not  be  found,  having  probably  left  the  city,  and  five  having 
failed  to  abandon  their  evil  ways,  were  surrendered  by  their  bail,  and  were  sentenced  to 
imprisonment.  The  chief  has  since  been  requested  by  many  others  of  the  class  to  rescue 
them  from  their  degraded  lives,  and  has  sent  them  to  good  homes,  where  they  are  under 
Christian  influence. 

The  Way  to  Health  and  Wealth. — A printer,  instead  of  going  out  to  drink  with  his  fel- 
low-workmen, put  in  the  bank  the  same  amount  he  would  have  spent  for  liquor.  At  the  end 
of  five  years  he  had  on  deposit  nearly  $582,  and  had  not  lost  a day  from  ill-health;  while 
three  out  of  five  of  the  others  had  become  drunkards,  and  were  discharged  from  the  office. 
He  bought  the  printing-office,  enlarged  the  business,  and  in  twenty  years  was  worth 
$100,000. 

A Corrupt  and  Corrupting  Business. — A United  States  senator  stated  in  his  place  in 
that  body,  that  well-informed  jiersons  believed  that  the  government  had  been  defrauded  of 
its  revenues  on  distilled  spirits  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  million  dollars ! 

Whiskey  and  Tobacco. — The  receipts  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Bureau  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1870,  were  $183,034,832,  of  which  the  collections  from  spirits  were  $55,537,355, 
and  from  fermented  liquors  $6,260,728,  or  more  than  one-third  of  the  entire  receipts.  The 
revenue  from  tobacco  was  $31,318,530;  showing  that  more  than  half  the  entire  revenue  is 
derived  from  these  two  articles. 

A Disgrace  Removed. — Not  the  least  of  the  happy  consequences  of  the  occupation  of 
Rome  by  the  Italian  troops,  is  the  opening  of  the  filthy  part  of  the  city  in  which  the  despised 
Jews  have  always  been  confined,  and  their  restoration  to  the  rights  of  men  and  citizens. 
They  have  addressed  a grateful  memoriid  to  the  Italian  government  for  granting  to  them  the 
boon  of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  which  the  church  had  always  denied  them.  By  the  aid 
of  the  Italian  police,  the  Jewish  boy  Coen,^who  was  stolen  from  his  parents  by  the  priests  in 
1864,  has  been  recovered,  and  the  superior  of  the  convent  arrested  for  concealing  him. 
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Study  the  Figuees.— Romanists  are  making  pretentious  claims  and  loud  boasts  which 
indicate  their  cherished  desire  for  domination  in  this  country,  and  many  timid  Protestants 
are  despondent  in  view  of  their  increasing  numbers.  Such  would  do  well  to  consider  the 
steady  growth  of  the  great  bodies  of  Christian  beUevers  in  aU  parts  of  the  country  In  Phil- 
adelphia, Roman-catholics  who  in  1811  had  one-eleventh  of  the  churches  in  the  city,  have 
now  not  quite  one  eleventh;  while  Episcopalians,  who  then  had  only  one-ninth,  have  now 
more  than  one-sixth,  and  Presbyterians,  who  then  had  less  than  one-seventh,’  have  now 
nearly  one-fourth. 

A Gkeat  Step  Forward. — A class  of  ten  native  Christian  women  have  recently  comple- 
ted their  first  year’s  course  of  study  of  medicine,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Humphrey 
of  the  Methodist  mission  in  India.  It  is  believed,  that  after  another  year’s  study  and  prac- 
tice, they  will  be  prepared  for  useful  labor  as  female  physicians.  What  is  also  particularly 
remarkable  is,  that  the  funds  for  their  education  are  contributed  by  enlightened  and  liberal 
native  gentlemen. 

The  Enlightening  Gospel. — Another  illustration  of  the  .influence  of  Christianity  in 
awakening  the  intellect,  is  furnished  by  the  converted  natives  of  Ceylon.  A plan  has  been 
originated  by  the  graduates  of  the  Batticotta  Seminary  to  found  a Christian  college  at  Jaffna, 
they  proposing  to  raise  a sufficient  sum  to  endow  the  native  professorships  and  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenses,  hoping  that  Christians  in  America  will  complete  the  needed  endowment 
of  $50,000.  This  will  make  the  fourth  college  already  established  in  connection  with  the 
missions  of  the  American  Board. 

Prizing  the  Gospel. — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Methodist  mission  at  Foochow,  in 
December,  the  chief  subject  of  discussion  was  the  self-support  of  this  church,  the  native 
preachers  being  the  principal  speakers.  The  native  church  agreed  to  double  the  amount  of 
their  last  year’s  contribution,  thus  meeting  one-fifth  of  all  the  expenses  of  the  support  of 
the  ministry  among  them.  One  of  the  ordained  native  preachers  has  voluntarily  ceased  to 
take  any  part  of  his  support  from  the  missionary  society. 

An  Impressive  Scene. — It  is  very  significant  of  the  extent  to  which  the  gospel  is  per- 
meating the  mind  of  the  people  of  Tinnevelly  in  India,  that  thirty-two  natives  were  not  long 
since  ordained  at  one  service  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry,  in  the  presence  of  a con- 
gregation of  over  2,000  of  their  people.  A native  pastor  preached  the  sermon.  There  are 
49  native  pastors  in  the  provinces,  and  12,000  native  Christians. 

“ Not  with  Observation.” — An  intelligent  native  remarked  to  a missionary  in  Turkey, 
that  his  strongest  impression  that  Protestantism  was  to  be  successful  in  Turkey  and  Syria, 
did  not  come  from  their  schools,  books,  or  churches,  but  from  the  prodigious  extent  to 
which  the  country  at  large  is  leavened  by  Protestant  truth.  ” The  grandest  results  of  your 
labors,”  he  said,-“  are  not  at  all  aj)parent.” 

A Lighthouse  in  Constantinople.  —Four  years  ago,  $50,000  was  contributed  in  this 
country  to  build  a Bible  House  in  Constantinople,  and  an  admirable  site  was  secured,  but 
the  Turkish  government  withheld  their  permission  to  erect  the  building,  After  several 
years’  delay  they  have  given  their  consent,  and  a substantial  edifice  will  be  built  for  the 
diff’usion  of  the  true  light  over  the  East,  where  French  and  Roman  influence  are  losing  their 
power. 

Christi.an  Missions  as  Civilizers. — Two  Baptist  missionaries  who  twenty  years  ago  set- 
tled among  the  African  tribes  at  the  Cameroon s in  Upper  Guinea,  have  taught  the  people  to 
make  houses,  have  reduced  the  language  to  writing,  and  are  now  printing  the  Bible  which 
they  have  translated.  The  writer  of  a recent  book  of  travels  in  the  Malay  Archipelago,  says 
that  through  the  labors  of  the  Dutch  missionaries,  the  northeastern  part  of  Celebes,  which 
forty  years  ago  was  a wilderness  inhabited  by  naked  savages,  who  garnished  their  rude 
houses  with  human  heads,  has  now  become  a civilized  community.  The  people  are  now  the 
most  industrious  and  peaceable,  the  best  clothed,  the  best  housed,  the  best  fed,  and  tlie 
best  educated  in  the  whole  archipelago. 

Turning  the  King’s  Heart. — The  native  chiefs  of  Abeokuta,  Africa,  have  selected  a 
new  king,  who  has  sent  word  to  the  Christians  lhat  he  desires  to  facilitate  the  progress  of 
civilizntion  and  (diristianity,  and  to  open  the  way  for  the  return  of  the  English  mis.sionaries. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


3d  MONTH.  FEBRUARY,  1872.  39  days. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 


BOSTON.  NEW  YORK.  WASIPTON. 


CHARLES’N.  CHICAGO. 


Third  Quarter 
New  Moon  . . 
First  Quarter. 
Full  Moon  . . 


5 26  mo. 
9 8 ev. 

1 40  mo. 

6 12  mo. 


5 14  mo. 
8 56  ev. 

1 28  mo. 

6 0 mo. 


5 2 mo. 
8 44  ev. 

1 16  mo. 
5 48  mo. 


4 50  mo. 
8 32  ev. 
1 4 mo. 

5 35  mo. 


4 20  mo. 
8 2ev. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHAKLES’N. 

CHICAGO. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H. 

M. 

H.  M. 

Third  Quarter 

2 

2 45  ev. 

2 33  ev. 

2 21  ev. 

2 

9 ev. 

1 39  ev. 

New  Moon 

9 

8 9 mo. 

7 57  mo. 

7 45  mo. 

7 

33  mo. 

7 3 mo. 

First  Quarter.  

16 

9 41  ev. 

9 29  ev. 

9 17  ev. 

9 

5 ev. 

8 35  ev. 

Full  Moon 

24 

8 59  ev. 

8 47  ev. 

8 35  ev. 

8 

23  ev. 

7 53  ev. 

Third  Quarter 

31 

9 48  ev. 

9 36  ev. 

9 24  ev. 

9 

12  ev. 

8 42  ev. 

3d  MONTH. 


MARCH,  1872. 


31  DAYS. 


- 

“ s 

o §: 

--5 

Q ^ «‘:3 
d 05!^  £ S 
“ £^*S 

^:r—  © 
55  o-sIn^ 


t»CJC0rj<OO£-00G005OOr 


H Oi  CO  Tt  O lO  ?0  I--*  l>  00  OS  OS  O 1- 


I CQ  CO 


■4  CO  C5  0>  . O CO  00  Tf  CO  ^ 

^ ^ ttC^iocOm  i-i(M5:;C^f 

'^OCO'St^QOOO^  cOT-^(^^COCO^-i4l0.^2^-OOC50T-l  go 

_ _ 02 ^ ® 

5 QO  OO'Oi  O ri  ,-(■  Oi  CO  CO  TJ4  uo  O «0  1>  GO  Oi  Oi  O ^ i-t  OJ'co”-^’'^  o’co  CO  t- 00  00  Oi 

eUOOIOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOOCOCOCOCOCOCOOCOOCOCOCOCOCDCOCOCOCOCOCO 
gOO  1--  CO  oTr-^O  0~l^co~rf^co'~^~0~or^c0^uo’c0  C^'t-h  o>  o 

SCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOOCOCOCOOO»0>OVO‘OUOIO 


£ TiJ  . 

ii"ll 

iSil- 

O * £-a  = 


coascocrsr^i-^cs  .cvoot^ooo^oo 

-fCOCOT-H  COt-4COw 

HC^JCO-crOCO'Sc-OOCiO^  go»-4CJCOTfi'g^OO.|l>OOOiO*^  g<T 


; CO  -r  lO  CO  I-  00  05  O ri  (^^  o:)  TT  O CO  L-  00  Ci  O ^ C-f  CO  rr  CO  CO  t-  00  05  O O r-i  O) 

-•  CO  CO  O UO  O CO  O T-.  rH  ,-H  r-l  r-.  r-H  r-H  r-1  t--(  C^)  CV  C'J  OJ 

g CO  CO  VQ  CO  CO  CO  CO  COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

a CO  — • o 00  I-  CO  -^(^'^”c5  ^'co  co~co'"oj  0 05  L^co  co’(^^  r-H  o ’(»  co'  co''-r^4'co’z:ro5 1- 

*COCOCOC^O}C^CVCVC'^»-'»-4— •— 4r-(r-irH  cOCOCOCOOUO'CT'rt 


a CO  — 4 O QO  CO  — f CO  • C5  00  CO  CO  CO  i.^  w j w v^->  w - j ■ — w*  v - 

*COCOCOC^O}C^CVCVC'^»-'»-4— •— 4r-(r-irH  cOCOCOCOOUO'CT'rt 

icOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 


cc  ^ a.  — = 
< ^ S 5—1 

0^1 


X>rH0Irj4C0C0l--00G0C5OO— I t>  r-1 


« £ 


Or-HCOrfrtCOCO  a5l>00C5O' 


4CQC0'Ct-Tj'C0C0.J£l-00C5O^ 


aCOCOCOCOOCO'OCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

a -f  o)  ^"o5  00  CO o>"o’oo  CO  co'co'o)  o 05"  t^^'co  co'oi'r^'o  oo'co  ^'co^o^o  oo’c^ 

*C0C0C0C^C^CN^(j>OJC^C'ir-iT-(r-,— ir-Hi-t  COOCOOOOtT'T 

*COCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO»0‘OCOUOCOOCO 


s 3 


H OJ  C 


ecOTfcot^OOCso—i 
^"3co  t-"co'co  ^ CO  cT’ 

a £ CO  -T  OJ 

g go'-'COrfOCOCO  ■ 


CO  c 
X CO  c 

'/co"" 


t -r  CO 
D CO  CO 

^ CO  CO 


: o o rH  cj  c 


, 1--  00  C5  O r 

TT  c 


H CO  ’ 


-iCJC0';fTj4OC0.i2l:^00  05O'-i 


CO  t-  00  05  o 

COOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 


(M  C'J  (N 
CO  CO  CO 


'•t*  CO  — C5  0 


5 CO  CO 
5 CO  CO 


CO  (M 

CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO  »0  CO  CO  ><o  »o  o 


•3l.I^I\[ 

noo^  (ju  uug 


• -f  O)  C5  CO  O)  t'*  CO  00  O)  CO  O — I CO  CO  00  O 0>  'Tf  o 00  C75  — I 0>  CO  00  O (0) 

“Ofr-(COrrC0r-H  rtco— I tTCO?— iCOCO—t  TJ4(M  rfCOI—'COCO^cOCOC'J 


oiaaM.  JO  iCisa 


'mwoivjo^'^d 


■i(0}C0Tj4C0c0!>00  05Or. 


10 


THE  FAMILY  GHKISTIAN  ALMANAC 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC 


11 


5tu  MONTH.  M A Y , 1 8 7 2 • 31  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CHARLES’N. 

CHICAGO. 

New  Moon 

7 

8 35  mo. 

8 23  mo. 

8 11  mo. 

7 59  mo. 

7 29  mo. 

First  Quarter 

15 

11  21  mo. 

11  9 mo. 

10  57  mo. 

10  45  mo. 

10  15  mo. 

Full  Moon 

22 

6 24  ev. 

6 12  ev. 

6 0 ev. 

5 48  ev. 

5 18  ev. 

Third  Quarter 

29 

9 29  mo. 

9 17  mo. 

9 5 mo. 

8 53  mo. 

8 23  mo. 
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1 41 
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8 22 
9 33 

10  37 

11  31 
morn. 

0 15 
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1 21 
1 48 
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1 14 
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2 11 
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8 27 
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10  44 

11  37 
morn. 

0 20 

0 54 

1 23 
1 49 
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CALENDAR  FOR 
BOSTON  ; NEW  ENGLAND, 
New  York  State,  Miehi;jan, 

y 
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11  56  46 
11  56  39 
11  56  34 
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11  56  24 
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11  56  16 
11  56  14 
11  56  11 
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11  56  8 
11  56  8 
11  56  8 
11  56  8 
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11  56  11 
11  56  13 
11  56  16 
11  56  19 
11  56  22 
11  56  27 
11  56  31 
11  56  37 
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THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAjD 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASIUTON. 

CHARLES’N. 

CHICAGO. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

«.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

New  Moon 

5 

10  39  ev. 

10  27  ev.. 

10  15  ev. 

10  3ev. 

9 33  ev. 

First  Quarter 

14 

2 35  mo. 

2 23  mo. 

2 11  mo. 

1 59  mo. 

1 29  mo. 

Full  Moon 

21 

2 14  mo. 

2 2 mo. 

1 50  mo. 

1 38  mo. 

1 8 mo. 

Third  Quarter 

27 

4 43  ev. 

4 31  ev. 

4 19  ev. 

4 7 ev. 

3 37  ev. 

6tU  MONTH. 


JUNE,  1872. 


30  DAYS. 
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THE  FAMILY  CHIIISTIAN  ALMA^iAC 


8th  MowTH.  A U G U S r , 1 8 7 2 . 


MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORK. 

WASH’TON. 

CIIARI.ES’N. 

CHICAGO. 

D. 

H M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

H.  M. 

New  Moon 

4 

5 1 mo. 

4 49  mo. 

4 37  mo. 

4 25  mo. 

3 55  mo. 

First  Quarter 

12 

1 8 mo. 

0 56  mo. 

0 44  mo. 

0 32  mo. 

0 2 mo. 

Full  Moon 

18 

4 9 ev. 

3 57  ev. 

3 45  ev. 

3 33  ev. 

3 3 ev. 

Third  Quarter 

25 

3 51  ev. 

3 39  ev. 

3 27  ev. 

3 15  ev. 

2 45  ev. 

CALENDAR  FOR 
CHARLESTON;  NORTH  CAR- 
olina^  Teiiness>«c,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and 
Louisiana. 
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itttar^E  uiHik  it  h fallpil 

Do  not  crouch  to-day,  and  worship 
The  old  Past,  whose  life  is  fled  : 
Hush  your  voice  to  tender  reverence  : 
Crowned  he  lies,  but  cold  and  dead  ; 

For  the  Present  reigns,  our  monarch. 
With  an  added  weight  of  hours  : 
Honor  her,  for  she  is  mighty  ! 

Honor  her,  for  she  is  ours  ! 

Noble  things  the  gTeat  Past  promised, 
Holy  dreams,  both  strange  and  new  ; 
But  the  Present  shall  fulfil  them  : 

What  he  promised  she  shall  do. 

She  inherits  all  his  treasures. 

She  is  heir  to  all  his  fame. 

And  the  light  that  lightens  round  her 
Is  the  lustre  of  his  name  : 

She  is  wise  with  all  his  wisdom  ; 

Living  on  his  grave  she  stands  ; 

On  her  brow  she  bears  his  laurels. 

And  his  harvest  in  her  hands, 
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God,  who  crowns  the  dying  ages, 
Bids  her  rule,  and  us  obey — 
Bids  us  cast  our  lives  before  her. 
Bids  us  serve  the  great  To-day. 


fmt 

Baby  is  learning  to  walk.  Come  to  mother,  Httle  one.  Take  firm 
hold  of  dear  brother’s  finger.  Father  wont  let  you  faU ; trust  him ; 
his  strong  arms  are  on  either  side  of  you.  Put  out  the  wee  foot.  One 
step — two  steps.  Mother’s  arms  have  caught  the  darling  ! And  now, 
with  a merry  crowing  laugh,  baby  is  to  walk  back  to  father.  Weak, 
toddling  little  steps  are  the  first  steps  for  the  baby.  Many  a soft  fall 
upon  the  carpet,  and  hard  bump  against  table  and  chair ; yet  baby  will 
learn  to  walk.  In  a few  days  it  will  push  its  little  chair  along  with  the 
hands,  followed  by  tiny  feet ; and  then,  discarding  aU  assistance,  the 
darling  will  nm  up  and  down  the  garden  walks  as  free  as  the  lambs  in 
the  meadow. 

Look  out  for  your  first  steps,  little  boy,  when  you  begin  school. 
The  primer  and  the  spelling-book  are  under  your  arm ; but  you  think 
ABC  are  very  little  things.  First  steps  are  always  little  things ; but 
they  must  be  taken,  or  baby  can  never  learn  to  wMk.  You  will  soon 
learn  to  read ; but  do  not  slight  the  little  letters  as  they  stand  before 
you  one  by  one  ; they  wiU  soon  grow  into  syllables  and  words  and  lines 
and  pages  and  volumes  ; but  the  first  steps  to  learning  are  the  ABC. 

Look  out  for  first  steps  among  playmates  at  school.  Do  not  fol- 
low the  idler  lagging  at  his  task,  or  the  truant  in  neglecting  his  stud- 
ies, nor  step  on  forbidden  ground,  where  the  tree  grows  on  which  for- 
bidden fruit  is  hung. 

Look  out  for  first  steps  as  you  go  out  into  the  world.  The  first  step 
in  the  broad  road  to  destruction  will  be  followed  by  a second  and  a 
third,  till  it  is  too  late  to  turn  back.  Look  out  for  first  steps  in  false 
weights  and  measures,  making  up  false  estimates,  and  filling  up  false 
accounts.  One  dollar  more  in  the  pocket,  one  less  in  the  ledger,  may 
seem  a little  thing,  but  it  is  the  first  step,  which  leads  to  the  defaulter’s 
igTiominy  and  the  forger’s  sentence.  Look  out  for  the  first  steps  down 
the  vale  of  years.  We  need  a clear  record  of  the  past  to  lighten  the 
road  for  us.  The  first  steps  of  a tottering  infant,  of  a studious  boy,  a 
God-fearing  young  man,  an  honest  steward  of  the  Lord’s  treasure  in 
middle  life,  are  steps  which  smooth  the  path  to  the  end,  and  make  that 
end  peace.  c.  e.  u.  p. 


CouKTESY  is  the  finest  flower  of  respect. 
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|a  fiwif. 

Sunday-school  teachers  rarely  find  time  to  visit  their  scholars, 
church-members  rarely  visit  even  their  brethren,  or  the  unchristian 
pew-holders  in  their  own  sanctuary,  who  live  in  the  same  street  with 
them ; and  as  to  going  out  after  the  utterly  godless,  they  never  think 
of  it.  So  it  turns  out  that  the  world  is  not  evangelized,  but  the  church 
grows  lazy  and  lean. 

The  great  secret  of  the  marvellous  success  of  Spurgeon  is,  that  his 
church  has  adopted  the  Master’s  plan  of  gospel  distribution.  The  dea- 
cons of  it,  the  lay  brethren,  the  w^omen  are  as  familiar  with  the  streets 
and  lanes,  the  houses  and  folks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  great  tabernacle, 
as  a manufacturer  is  with  the  machinery  and  operatives  of  his  shop.  A 
less  powerful  preacher  than  Spurgeon  would  have  an  overflowing  con- 
gregation if  the  members  of  his  church  went  after  the  people  and  com- 
pelled them  to  come  in. 

‘‘  Oh,  but  church-members  do  not  have  time  to  do  this  work.  ” Ex- 
actly so.  Time  enough  for  their  own  work ; no  time  for  God’s  work, 
not  even  three  half-days  in  a year.  For  my  own  part,  I Would  be  con- 
tent with  three  half-days.  Six  hundred  members  I have.  Eighteen 
hundred  half-days,  nine  hundred  days  of  Christian  work  in  a single 
year  ! we  would  revolutionize  our  city  before  the  year  closed. 


— ^ 


A Hartford  Pastor. 


Where  weeds  come  from  it  is  not  always  easy  to  tell.  In  1837,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  weeds,  nearly  all  of  them  English,  were  more 
or  less  established  here  ; now  the  fist  reaches  to  two  hundred  and  four- 
teen. This  gives  us  an  idea  of  the  rapidity  with  which  their  introduc- 
tions take  place.  We  are  familiar  with  the  proverb  that  ^Gll  weeds 
grow  apace,”  but  we  hardly  realize  how  enormously  they  multiply. 

The  worst  of  creatures  fastest  propagate.”  A single  plant  of  ground- 
sel may  produce  one  hundred  and  thirty  flowers,  each  in  turn  bearing 
fifty  seeds ; of  chickweed,  five  hundred  flowers,  each  with  ten  seeds ; 
of  shepherd’s  purse,  one  hundred  and  fifty  flowers,  each  having  thirty 
seeds  ; and  as  there  might  without  difficulty  be  four  or  five  crops  of  each 
of  these  during  the  year,  we  can  see  how  true  it  is  that  ‘‘one  year’s 
seeding  makes  seven  years’  weeding.” 


|am  is  a fauag  ||an  ta  Kaon)  ? 

‘M  confess  that  I am  more  anxious  for  my  boys  than  for  my  girls,” 
said  a mother.  “I  have  often  said  there  is  more  trouble  from  ineffi- 
cient wives  and  mothers  than  from  intemperate  and  dissolute  husbands. 
When  a young  man  ‘ comes  courting,  ’ he  cannot  wholly  conceal  him- 
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self,  and  tlie  father  and  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters,  or  some  of 
them,  will  be  sure  to  discover  what  he  really  is,  and,  as  it  were,  will  smoke 
out  the  sly  little  faults,  which  try,  like  mice,  to  scamper  out  of  sight. 

But  what  can  the  young  man  know  of  the  young  woman  ? 

For  how  many  of  us  make  home  the  rag-bag  of  iU-humor  and  capri- 
cious and  wretched  moods  of  every  kind,  while  we  carefully  hide  them 
from  a stranger.  When  the  guest  arrives,  we  slide  a chair  over  the 
rent  in  the  carpet,  and  slip  a tidy  over  the  worn  edge  of  the  sofa,  and 
lay  a prettily  bound  book  over  the  stain  in  the  parlor  table-cloth  ; and 
at  his  coming  the  flying  hair  is  smoothed,  the  sullen  look  is  gilded  with 
a smile,  and  the  sour  tone  suddenly  becomes  sweet. 

And  how  is  the  youth  to  know  that  this  house,  where  everything 
seems  to  smile,  is  not  always  as  warm  and  as  sunny  as  he  flnds  it  ? Yet 
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this  young  woman,  so  neatly  dressed,  so  quiet  in  manner,  so  fascina- 
ting to  the  young  man,  may  be  the  most  “inefficient  ” of  human  beings. 
Still  he  can  never  know  it  until  it  is  too  late.  He  cannot  put  it  to  the 
proof.  All  he  knows  is  that  she  is  a woman  and  he  loves  her.  Is  she 
the  intelligent,  useful,  thrifty,  unselfish  woman  that  she  seems,  or — 
How  is  a young  man  to  know  ? 

It  is  the  mother's  part  to  take  care  that  what  seems  so  fair  is  so  fair. 


“ Just  over  the  bridge,  ma’am,  just  over  the  bridge.  It  is  not  far  ; 
you  can  see  the  house  up  there.  Granny  is  very  bad.  I did  not  know 
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v/ho  to  speak  to.  We  have  lived  here  only  a little  'while,  and  I have  to 
help  granny.  If  I had  not  been  to  Sunday-school  I should  not  have 
known  anybody.  Granny  said  the  Lord  was  very  kind  to  put  it  into 
your  heart  to  ask  me  to  come  in  your  class  last  Sunday.” 

Little  Jemmy  Clure  talked  on  very  fast.  He  was  bareheaded  and 
barefooted,  and  had  on  no  jacket ; but  what  did  he  care  for  that  ? his 
small  brown  feet  were  used  to  traveUing  over  the  rough  road  unshod, 
and  his  thick  curling  hair  was  covering  enough  for  his  head  ; and  what 
can  boys  want  to  v/ear  jackets  for  in  warm  weather,  when  they  have 
good  shirts  on  ? Jemmy  had  met  me  on  the  road,  and  in  his  boyish, 
earnest  manner  had  said,  ‘^Please,  ma’am,  come  and  see  granny;  she 
is  awful  bad.”  And  in  answer  to  my  interrogatory  where  she  lived, 
he  said,  “Oh,  just  over  the  bridge,  ma’am,  just  over  the  bridge.  It  is 
not  far ; you  can  see  the  house  from  here.”  “ And  what  is  the  matter 
with  granny  ?”  said  I. 

“Oh,  her  heart  don’t  go  right,  ma’am.  Perhaps  you  can  make  it 
go  right,  but  the  doctors  can’t.  Granny  has  told  me  that  some  day  it 
will  stop  going;  but  she  says  the  Lord  wiU  send  us  friends  in  our 
need,  and  be  kind  to  me,  because  my  father  and  mother  both  served 
him,  and  because  of  her  prayers  for  me.” 

So  we  went  dovm  the  rough  road,  over  the  rude  bridge,  with  its 
crazy  railing,  and  up  the  steep,  narrow  i>ath  to  the  house.  Jemmy  ran 
on  before.  Opening  the  door  softly,  he  said  : 

“ Here ’s  granny,  ma’am.  Granny  dear,  here  is  my  Sunday-school 
teacher.  Miss  Matson.  ” 

Stretched  ujDon  the  bed  lay  the  dying  woman,  not  old  in  years,  but 
in  sorrow.  The  poor  beating,  throbbing  heart,  as  Jemmy  said,  “did 
not  indeed  go  right ;”  it  beat  and  beat  as  if  it  were  a caged  bird  tiying 
to  break  through  its  prison-house.  I saw  that  human  help  was  vain, 
yet  I sent  Jemmy  with  a line  to  the  doctor,  who,  when  he  came,  shook 
his  head  and  said  to  me,  “ Too  late  !” 

“Jemmy  knew  he  should  find  some  one,  ma’am  ; he  has  great  faith 
in  the  Lord,”  said  the  dying  woman,  “who  always  teUs  him.  Jemmy 
says.” 

“And  so  he  does,  granny,  so  he  does.  Wlien  you  were  taken  so  bad, 
I did  not  know  what  to  do,  and  I kneeled  down  and  said,  ‘ O Lord, 
help  me ; show  me  what  to  do ;’  and  then  I jumped  up  and  ran  over 
the  bridge,  and  met  my  teacher.” 

After  a second  violent  paroxysm  the  beating  of  the  heart  became 
less  violent,  and  granny  could  speak  more  easily.  “Jemmy,”  she  said, 
‘ ‘ did  I not  say  the  Lord  would  send  me  friends  in  my  last  hour  ? It 
has  come.  Jemmy.  Trust  in  the  Lord  always,  dear  boy — how  dear, 
God  only  knows  ! — in  sorrow  and  in  joy  trust  in  the  Lord,  Jemmy. 
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Miss  Matson — doctor,  promise  me  that  my  Jemmy  shall  not  want  for 
friends,  and  the  Lord  bless  yon.” 

We  took  the  hand  of  the  poor  'woman  in  ours,  and  promised  to  care 
for  the  boy.  Jemmy  fell  upon  the  bed  beside  his  friend  and  wept 
aloud.  A flutter  of  the  pulse,  and  it  was  quiet  for  ever. 

The  doctor  sent  some  neighbors  in  to  perform  the  last  sad  duties 
to  the  departed,  and  I took  little  Jemmy  home  with  me  for  the  night. 

On  the  second  day  a small  funeral  procession  of  sympathetic  villa- 
gers wended  its  way  down  the  path  and  over  the  bridge,  bearing  a rude 
coffin  to  its  narrow  bed. 

With  heart-rending  lamentations  poor  J emmy  saw  the  sod  heaped 
upon  the  grave  ; but  the  Father  of  the  fatherless  cared  for  the  orphan 
boy,  and  many  times  I have  to  bless  his  holy  name  that  I saw  poor  lit- 
tle Jemmy  coming  to  meet  me  over  the  bridge  that  autumn  morn- 
ing. c.  E.  E.  P. 


The  best  work  of  the  world  is  done  by  culture,  and  has  always  been 
done  by  culture,  and  will  always  be  done  by  culture.  It  is  among  the 
uncultivated  that  most  apathy  and  indifference  and  obstructiveness  are 
now  found,  and  have  always  been  found  ; and  one  of  the  marks  of  cul- 
ture is  the  careful  adaptation  of  means  to  ends  ; in  other  words,  skill  in 
the  use  of  one's  weapons. 

It  is  the  duty  of  professors  who  teach  the  use  of  language  to  teach 
young  men  first  of  all  to  be  accurate  and  truthful ; that  is,  not  to  say 
five  when  they  mean  three,  and  to  avoid  discoursing,  on  stumps,  in 
lyceums,  and  in  monthly  magazines,  on  themes  they  do  not  understand, 
inasmuch  as  this  is  a species  of  imposture  which  hurts  the  soul ; to  cul- 
tivate clear  thinking  as  the  essential  condition  of  clear  wTiting;  to 
remember  that  the  world  has  always  been  prosperous  and  happy  in 
proportion  as  it  has  been  governed  by  reason  and  not  by  noise ; that 
men  and  women  are  as  much  responsible  for  the  use  they  make  of  their 
tongues  as  of  their  other  members ; and  that  the  great  difference — the 
greatest — ^between  man  and  the  lower  animals  is,  that  he  uses  his  voice 
to  express  thought,  they  theirs  to  show  they  feel. 


Sixty  thousand  dollars  in  gold  were  received  into  the  coffers  of  the 
American  Board  of  Foreigii  Missions  from  native  churches  in  heathen 
lands ; and  forty-five  native  preachers  have  finished  their  course  of 
study  and  entered  upon  preaching  and  pastoral  work  during  the  year. 
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In  a village  graveyard,  on  a chaste  and  beautiful  tombstone,  I read 
an  inscription  which  has  dwelt  in  my  mind  ever  since  reading  it.  The 
record  of  virtues  bright  and  lovely  was  first  made,  and  then  followed 
these  words : 

“That  which  thou  sowest  is  not  quickened  except  it  die.” 

It  was  a precious,  precious  thought,  and  I bent  my  head  on  the  marble 
and  studied  the  blessed  truth.  It  was  pure  revelation  ; reason  would 
have  never  reached  it,  yet  I believed  it  with  all  my  heart,  and  saw  that 
immortality  was  only  through  the  tomb. 

‘^Except  it  dier*  I have  sown  some  seed  in  the  ground.  The  lamb 
of  my  affections  has  been  laid  in  the  tomb.  He  was  sown  in  corrup- 
tion, but  he  will  be  raised  again.  His  dust  will  be  quickened,  and, 
like  the  grain  which  has  been  sown,  he  will  start  into  life  and  beauty, 
and  bloom  in  the  Paradise  of  God  for  ever.  In  this  thought  there  is 
comfort  most  comforting  ; nay,  it  excites  me  and  stirs  me,  and  half  per- 
suades me  that  it  was  better  far  to  bury  the  seed  than  to  keep  it.  It 
will  yield  a harvest  of  joy  hereafter. 

This  stone  has  spoken  to  my  soul.  It  has  given  me  strength  and 
hope  in  the  midst  of  weakness  and  grief.  Let  every  bereaved  and 
sorrowing  one  remember  that  ‘ ‘ that  which  thou  sowest  is  not  quickened 
except  it  die.'' 


3* 
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Elephanta  is  a small  island  in  Bombay  harbor,  whose  remarkable 
cave  temi^les  are  among  the  wonders  of  the  world.  They  are  situated 
about  half  a mile  from  the  landing,  and  a big  staircase,  the  gift  of  some 
pious  Eajah,  leads  up  the  steep  ascent.  In  front  of  a great  precipice, 
clothed  by  nature  with  her  richest  adornment  of  flowers  and  plants, 
are  doorways  oj>ening  into  gigantic  halls.  These  haUs  are  scooped  out 
of  Hving  i-ock,  and  some  have  other  halls,  like  rich  chapels,  branching 
out  of  them.  Some  lead  into  courts  open  to  the  sky,  and  others  into 
chambers  mth  little  or  no  light.  The  walls  are  sculptured  with  gToups 
of  more  than  life-sized  figures,  representing  scenes  in  the  Hfe  of  the  idol 
gods,  standing  out  in  full  relief.  At  the  end  of  the  gxeat  haU  is  a sort 
of  triune  grouj),  nearly  twenty  feet  high,  representing  Brahma,  Vish- 
nu, and  Siva,  the  idea  of  trinity  in  unity  seemingly  expressed  in  it. 

This  early  place  of  Brahminical  worship  has  been  deserted  for  ages. 
It  is  wrapped  in  the  silence  of  the  past,  like  the  temples  of  Egypt  or  the 
Buddhist  caves  of  India — strange  records  of  the  devout  struggles  of  a 
dark  and  early  time,  when  men,  according  to  what  light  they  had,  year 
after  year  carved  out  these  gods,  worshipping  they  knew  not  what,  yet 
nearer  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  it  may  be,  than  many  in  these  enlight- 
ened days  who  are  practically  ignorant  of  all  worship  or  devotion,  and 
live  without  God  in  the  w^oiid. 



Hoav  many  people  there  are  who  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  a kind  of 
animal  household,  so  that  it  is  more  like  a pen  or  a pasture  than  a hu- 
man home.  The  family  go  about  silent,  or  nodding,  scolding,  snarling, 
and  apparently  without  the  least  thought  that  they  are  to  restrain  any 
emotion  or  the  indulgence  of  any  whim.  Old  clothes,  shabby  dress- 
ing-gowms  and  slippers,  petulance  and  selfishness  are  quite  good  enough 
for  home.  But  if  the  same  persons  are  to  go  out  to  call,  or  to  dine,  or 
to  a concert,  nothing  is  too  pretty  to  w^ear,  nothing  too  sweet Ao  say, 
no  politeness  too  fine  to  display. 

• — 

Klpaiig  E»il  cfl 

A clergyman  and  a Eomish  priest  were  talking  one  day  upon  the 
discouragements  attending  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  and  the  compara- 
tively few  converts  from  the  people  of  the  w^orld. 

“You  pull  at  the  Avrong  end  of  the  rope,”  said  the  priest.  “We 
begin  Avith  the  children,  and  Ave  never  lose  them.” 

Christian  men  will  give  six  hundred  minutes  every  day  to  “busi- 
ness,” and  six  minutes  to  the  Avord  of  God.  They  may,  in  that  way, 
be  good  business  men,  but  Avill  they  be  equally  good  Chnstians  ? 
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Ten  years  ago  Mr.  Aslily  was  sent  for  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a man 
who  went  to  church  Nowhere,  which  is  by  all  odds  the  largest  parish  in 
town.  Then  he  asked  some  of  the  church  to  call  on  the  widow  and  her 
five  small  children,  and  see  how  it  fared  with  them.  The  husband  had 
l^artly  paid  for  his  small  tenement,  and  that  was  all  he  left  her,  with 
two  boys  and  three  girls  to  be  provided  for.  How  forlorn  it  looked  to 
the  poor  woman,  who  in  her  dumb  sorrow  was  not  a person  to  attract 
the  sentimentalist.  She  and  her  family  were  certainly  not  ‘‘interest- 
ing and  woe  to  the  cause,  however  worthy  and  urgent,  or  to  the  peo- 
ple, however  needy,  which  fail  there  ; they  get  little  or  nothing  from,  a 
large  class  who  depend  upon  this  particular  to  excite  their  sympathies 
or  open  them  purses.  Some  who  called  belonged  to  this  class ; and 
these  pretty  soon  dropped  caUing,  and  the  widow  and  her  family  van- 
ished from  their  minds. 

Not  so  with  aU.  The  widow  was  provided  with  suitable  mourning 
and  invited  to  church.  ' The  boys,  wild,  uncouth,  blustering  fellows, 
were  gotten  into  Sabbath-school,  and,  what  was  harder,  hej^t  there  : for 
there  were  teachers  in  the  school  who  are  not  afraid  of  work,  and  who 
will  conquer  runaways  and  truants,  indifference  and  ignorance,  if  the 
thing  is  possible;  and  it  is  possible.  There  wasn’t  a wharf,  or  a rail- 
road, or  a shed  where  the  boys  hid  on  Sunday,  but  their  teacher  found 
it  out.  Dodge  the  Sabbath-school  they  could  not ; and  at  last  they 
gave  in,  beat,  and  became  regular  attendants  of  the  school,  Avell-behaved, 
attentive,  and  studious. 

And  their  sisters  followed  their  example.  Their  mother  also,  if  she 
did  not  venture  upon  so  strange  a thing  as  church,  dropped  into  the 
prayer-meetings ; and  here,  being  taken  by  the  hand  and  welcomed, 
found  herself  drawn  to  go  and  go  again.  It  was  good  to  be  there  ; she 
hardly  knew  why  or  wherefore,  only  it  was  restful  and  helpful,  I doubt 
not,  to  the  poor,  tired,  toiling  woman. 

So  all  this  silent  sympathy  and  quiet  work  went  on  year  by  year. 
How  much  of  it  God’s  people  are  doing  everywhere  1 How  many  thou- 
sand fold  more  needs  be  done  everywhere  and  always  ! 

Two  years  ago  a religious  quickening  sprang  up,  and  our  prayer- 
meeting was  arrested  one  evening  by  a new  voice,  whose  broken  words 
of  penitence  and  prayer  thrilled  every  soul.  “ Who  is  that  ?”  was  the 
involuntary  whisper.  Hardly  anybody  knew.  “Who  is  it?”  “One 
of  those  Jones  boys,”  was  the  answer.  And  who  are  the  Jones  boys? 
“The  oldest  son  of  that  family,  you  remember,”  saying  something  to 
recall  them.  Yes,  that  widow’s  family.  The  young  man  was  brought 
into  the  kingdom  of  God ; we  could  not  doubt  it. 
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After  learning  to  pray  for  himself,  his  next  great  desire  was  to  set  up 
family  prayers  at  home.  Of  course  he  was  awkward  and  shy  and  igno- 
rant, and  the  duty  seemed  to  him  Hke  moving  a mountain,  but  it  must 
be  done  ; so  he  asked  a young  man  in  the  church  to  go  home  with  him 
one  night  and  help  him.  The  family  altar  was  set  up.  Then  his  brother 
was  converted,  and  his  sisters ; and  the  poor  mother  was  not  long  in  fol- 
lowing her  children  into  the  same  good  path.  All  now  are  members  of 
the  church,  and  the  “oldest  boy,”  as  we  still  call  him,  is  one  of  the 
most  devout  and  earnest  young  Christians  among  us ; and  his  words, 
often  stammering,  and  quite  likely  to  offend  polite  ears,  are  the  most 
telling  words  spoken  at  the  neighborhood  prayer-meetings.  The  fam- 
ily, the  rescued  family,  are  a Christian  family,  diffusing  the  light  of 
piety  all  around  it.  Here  you  see  the  church  must  go  out  and  conquer  ; 
go  out  and  bring  in  its  trophies  ; go  out  and  rescue  men  ; go  out  and 
hold  on  to  what  it  gets.  Work  of  this  kind,  multiplied  a thousand  fold, 
answers  the  anxious  and  perplexing  question,  how  to  bring  the  masses 
within  the  power  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  c. 


mlik  put{  ^(5.. 

I have  been  reading  this  morning  the  ever-new  old  story  of  the  wise 
men  who  came  from  the  East  to  Jerusalem,  asking,  “Where  is  He  that 
is  born  king  of  the  Jews  ?”  When  they  had  learned  that  it  was  “in 
Bethlehem  of  Judea,”  as  written  by  the  prophet,  they  went  guided 
by  the  wonderful  star,  and  “rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy.” 
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‘‘And  when  they  were  come  into  the  house  they  saw  the  young 
child  with  Mary  his  mother  ” — that  was  all ; and  yet  they  saw  in  him 
their  King  and  Lord,  for  “they  fell  down  and  worshipped  him.” 

These  wise  men,  too,  brought  gifts  from  their  homes  in  the  East, 
over  sandy  deserts  and  rough  roads  a Aveary,  weary  way — rich  gifts  to 
offer  to  their  King.  “And  Avhen  they  had  opened  their  treasures,  they 
presented  unto  him  gifts,  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh  ” — royal  gifts 
to  a little  child  born  in  lowly  Bethlehem,  and  laid  in  a stable  ‘ ‘ because 
there  was  no  room  for  him  in  the  inn.” 

There  was  notliing  too  costly  for  these  wise  men  to  offer  to  their 
King.  They  did  not  come  to  ask  for  honor  or  poAver  or  any  rewards 
from  the  royal  treasury  ; they  did  not  lay  before  him  their  own  Avants, 
or  bring  before  him  their  OAvn  needs  : they  came  sim^^ly  to  fall  down 
and  worship  him,  and  lay  their  gifts  before  him.  Is  not  this  a lesson 
for  us  all  to  lay  to  heart  ? Shall  A\^e  not  enter  into  the  Lord’s  holy  tem- 
ple to  Avorship  him  and  offer  our  gifts  ? 

Like  the  Magi,  cannot  we  sometimes  put  self  aside — our  wants,  our 
hopes,  our  fears,  our  joys,  and  our  sorrows — and  come  Avith  our  gifts 
and  with  only  a hearty  desire  to  fall  doAvn  and  worship  him  ? 

Some  one  perhaps  will  say,  “I  have  no  gift  to  offer  to  my  Lord  and 
King.  I cannot  come  before  him  with  gold,  frankincense,  and  myrrh, 
as  the  Avise  men  did.”  Your  heart  is  a gift  which  you  can  bring  unto 
him,  your  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving ; and  though  yours  may 
not  be  royal  treasures,  you  can  bring  some  offering  to  the  Lord  Avith 
the  prayer,  “Thy  kingdom  come.”  That  is  the  gi-eat  missionary 
prayer.  Did  you  ever  think  of  it  ? 

Too  often  we  enter  into  the  Lord’s  presence  “careful  and  troubled 
about  many  things,”  and  we  go  aAvay  without  his  blessing  because  Ave 
dwell  less  upon  him  than  uj)on  ourselves. 

Like  the  Psalmist,  we  should  “ enter  into  his  gates  Avith  thanksgiv- 
ing and  into  his  courts  Avith  praise,”  and  with  heart  and  soul  and  voice 
“fall  doAvn  and  worship  him. ” p. 


Ittta  a Fai| 

“It  is  only  a little  ways,  father ; do  n’t  you  feel  as  if  you  could  walk 
to  the  church  door  ?”  and  Nettie  Grey  gently  pressed  her  father’s  fee- 
ble hand  Avith  her  own,  while  with  the  other  she  clasped  her  precious 
Bible. 

“Ah,  yes,  dear  daughter,  I am  longing  to  be  there,  but  I am  so 
Aveak.  After  being  five  weeks  on  a sick  bed  it  is  no  wonder.” 

Slowly  yet  firmly  the  sick  man,  with  his  little  daughter  to  steady 
his  tottering  steps,  Avent  to  the  house  of  God,  Avith  hearts  subdued  Avith 
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tender  love  and  gratitude  to  Him  wlio  liad  raised  tlie  sufferer,  as  it  were, 
from  sickness  wliich  for  a while  seemed  unto  death. 

The  parable  of  the  prodigal  son  was  read  in  the  lesson  for  the  day, 
and  the  touching  story  was  also  made  the  subject  of  the  discourse. 
Earnest,  heart-searching,  yet  full  of  tender  pathos,  the  wandering  and 
returning  prodigal  was  brought,  as  it  were,  right  before  the  eyes  and 
the  hearts  of  the  congregation. 

When  Mr.  Grey  with  his  daughter  returned  home,  they  proceeded 
to  the  room  where  the  gentle  wife  and  mother  was  just  recovering  from 
the  severe  sickness  which  had  brought  the  husband  so  low,  and  laid  two 
cherished  little  ones  in  their  last  sleep  in  the  village  churchyard. 

Mother,”  said  Mr.  Grey,  as  he  took  his  wife’s  thin  hand  in  his,  ‘‘I 
feel  to-day  as  if  I were  returning  from  a far  country.  We  have  been 
listening  to  the  teachings  of  the  beautiful  parable  of  the  prodigal  son, 
and  every  word  came  right  to  my  heart.  I know  tliat  I have  been 
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wandering  away  into  a far  country,  and  that  God,  by  leaving  me  to 
myself,  has  brought  me  very  low ; and  finally,  through  his  mercy,  I am 
longing  to  come  back  to  him,  and  acknowledge  that  I have  sinned 
against  heaven  and  in  his  sight.  And,  wife,  do  you  know  that  in  all 
this  parable,  ‘the  far  country’  to  which  the  prodigal  journeyed  makes 
the  most  impression  upon  me. 

“When  we  first  ask  of  the  Lord  our  portion  of  this  world’s  goods, 
and  feel  that  we  can  live  without  depending  upon  our  Father,  we  do 
not  mean  to  leave  home  altogether,  but  we  allow  our  hearts  to  become 
estranged,  and  engrossed  in  our  possessions,  and  no  longer  acknowl- 
edge our  dependence ; we  go  farther  and  farther  from  our  God,  and 
like  the  prodigal,  cut  ourselves  adrift,  and  not  many  days  after  journey 
into  a far  country,  away  from  the  Father’s  house.  I wished  to  make 
money.  I asked  for  a large  portion  of  this  world’s  goods,  and  it  was 
given  me.  I invested  and  reinvested  my  money.  My  heart  was  in  the 
business,  and  prayer  and  daily  dependence  upon  my  God  were  not  in 
my  heart.  You  did  not  know  all  this  while  I was  journeying  into  a far 
country. 

“But  God  in  his  infinite  love  did  not  forget  me  ; his  eye  was  still 
upon  me  in  the  far  country.  He  left  me  to  myself  a while  ; the  covet- 
ed wealth  vanished.  But  that  was  not  enough ; he  took  two  of  my 
precious  lambs  from  our  home  fold,  and  placed  them  in  the  good  Shep- 
herd’s arms.  He  laid  me  upon  a sick-bed  for  many  long,  weary  weeks, 
and  then  I feared  that  you,  my  beloved  wife,  might  be  also  taken  from 
me.  Ah,  then  I thought  of  my  Father  ! Can  I return  to  him  ? Will 
he  receive  me,  wretched  and  miserable  and  poor  and  blind  and  naked  ? 
And  I feel  to-day  that  he  has  received  me;  that  he  saw  me  a great  ways 
off,  and  had  compassion  upon  me ; and  he  came  to  me  to-day  in  his 
holy  word,  and  wdiispered  in  my  ear,  This  my  son  was  dead  and  is 
alive  again,  was  lost  and  is  found.  ’ And,  wife,  I know  now  why  I have 
been  brought  so  low ; that  just  as  I am,  bringing  nothing  in  my  hand — 
just  in  that  way,  and  that  way  only,  will  he  receive  me  again  into  my 
Father’s  house.  ” p. 

Thikty  or  forty  years  ago,  when  a young  man  came  from  the  coun- 
try to  New  York  to  serve  as  clerk  or  apprentice,  he  was  taken  into  his 
employer’s  family,  and  thus  had  some  of  the  care  and  comforts  of  home, 
with  its  recreations  and  enjoyments.  With  the  vast  increase  of  busi- 
ness and  the  changes  of  social  life,  this  good  old  fashion  went  by  the 
board ; and  the  result  was,  that  hundreds  of  young  men  coming  to  the 
city  must  live  in  boarding-houses,  without  either  the  oversight,  sym- 
pathy, or  recreation  which  they  most  need. 

It  was  to  supply  these  needs  that  a Young  Men’s  Christian  Associ- 
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ation  was  first  founded  in  London,  transplanted  to  New  York  eighteen 
years  ago,  and  has  been  maintained  ever  since  by  the  Christian  munifi- 
cence of  New  York  merchants.  It  cares  for  those  who  are  friendless 
and  homeless ; it  visits  them  in  sickness,  helps  them  to  employment, 
and  provides  for  both  amusement  and  instruction.  In  this,  its  new 
and  beautiful  building  on  the  corner  of  Twenty  - third-street  and 
Fourth-avenue,  it  has  a library  of  four  thousand  volumes,  a reading- 
room  with  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  of  the  chief  daily  and  weekly 
journals  of  both  this  country  and  Europe  ; able  and  accomplished  teach- 
ers to  instruct  classes  in  German,  French,  writing,  book-keeping,  mu- 
sic, and  English  literature.  It  has  an  admirably  arranged  gymnasium, 
with  baths  attached.  Lectures  are  given  in  winter  by  prominent  men, 
monthly  receptions  to  the  members  with  their  female  friends  are  made 
attractive  by  pictures  or  exliibitions,  and  there  is  a concert  every  Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

But  while  mind  and  body  are  cared  for,  no  less  so  are  the  needs  of 
the  soul.  There  are  noon  and  evening  prayers,  and  a young  men’s 


36 


THE  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


prayer-meeting  every  Thursday  night.  Sunday  afternopn  has  its  Bible 
class,  and  Sunday  evening  preaching  in  the  hall. 

Is  not  this  almost  a home  ? What  a boon  it  is,  no  one  who  has  not 
been  a stranger  in  a great  city,  alone  in  a crowded  boarding-house, 
without  sympathy,  books,  or  society,  can  ever  know. 

An  intelligent  and  faithful  servant  is  the  best  servant.  Every  dol- 
lar spent  by  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  brings  back  tens  or 
hundreds  of  dollars  to  our  merchants  and  master-mechanics,  in  more 
faithful,  responsible,  and  intelligent  services  from  their  clerks  and 
apprentices. 

Every  large  city  is  following  suit.  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associ- 
ations are  multiplying  in  the  land,  not  only  in  numbers,  but  in  effi- 
ciency, usefulness,  and  influence.  Let  the  rich  give  them  all  the  means 
necessary  to  make  their  rooms  attractive  and  their  agencies  for  im- 
provement and  recreation  both  fitting  and  enjoyable. 


fittt 

‘‘  Cannot  I be  as  good  out  of  the  church  as  in  it  ? cannot  I be  as 
useful  out  of  the  church  as  in  it  ?”  asked  Esther. 

‘‘No,  emphatically  no  !”  answered  Mrs.  Charles.  “It  can  never  be 
either  safe  or  right  to  set  up  our  private  judgment  against  the  express 
will  of  its  divine  Founder,  and  we  can  expect  no  blessing  on  disobedi- 
ence. The  condition  of  growth  and  usefulness  consists  in  separating 
ourselves  from  the  world,  and  entering  into  covenant  and  fellowship 
with  God  and  his  people.  The  token  of  that  covenant  is  baptism. 
“Repent  and  be  baptized”  is  the  command.  Repentance  is  not 
enough.;  we  must  own  it  by  joining  the  people  of  God ; both  stand 
upon  the  same  authority.  Standing  aloof  is  no  way  of  showing  our 
allegiance  and  love.  To  remain  an  alien  or  a prodigal  is  a poor  prep- 
aration and  a worse  position  for  doing  good.” 

“But  I am  afraid  I shall  not  live  up  to  my  professions,”  said 
Esther;  “the  Bible  says,  as  many  as  are  baptized  unto  Christ  must 
put  on  Christ.” 

“No  one  lives  up  to  his  professions  here, ” replied  Mrs.  Charles; 
“no  one  believes,  loves,  obeys,  and  worships  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost  as  he  should.  And  yet  our  Lord  said,  ‘ Go,  baptize  all 
nations  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;’  show- 
ing plainly  that  with  true  penitence  and  faith  in  Christ,  you  are  a fit 
subject  for  baptism,  even  though  you  are  not  able  to  practise  every- 
thing which  you  profess.  The  scriptural  standard  is  perfection,  not  as 
the  end  reached,  but  the  end  aimed  aif 

Esther  thought. 
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It  is  grandfather  and  grandmother’s  golden  wedding.  The  dear 
old  couple  have  lived  together  half  a century  to  see  children  and  chil- 
dren’s children,  and  children’s  children’s  children  springing  up  around 
them,  and  the  blessings  of  the  covenant  which  they  had  entered  into 
with  the  God  of  their  fathers  descending  upon  the  generations  after 
them. 

A celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  a married  pair  is  called 
“the  golden  wedding, ” when  friends  and  relatives  come  in  to  congrat- 
ulate them  on  their  long  pilgrimage  together ; and  if  presents  are 
brought,  they  should  be  presents  of  gold,  to  signify  the  preciousness 
of  their  undivided  life  and  love.  No  wonder  it  is  a happy  time. 

“People  ought  to  be  rewarded  for  living  so  long  together,”  said  a 
snarling  old  bachelor.  Poor  fellow  ! Let  him  go. 

A rilver  wedding  celebrates  the  twenty-fifth  marriage  anniversary ; 
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gifts  in  silver  are  made ; and  the  middle-aged  conple  either  find  them- 
selves encumbered  with  an  extra  amount  of  superfluous  silver,  offering 
tempting  baits  to  the  burglar,  or  are  rejoicing  in  luxuries  less  common 
in  the  modest  housekeeping  of  a quarter  of  a century  ago. 

Of  late  years,  crystal  weddings  for  fifteen  years,  tin  weddings  for 
ten  years,  and  w’ooden  for  five,  have  sprung  up. 


My  God,  is  any  time  so  sweet. 

From  blush  of  morn  till  evening  star, 
As  that  which  calls  me  to  thy  feet — 

The  hour  of  prayer  ? 
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Ah,  Lord,  there  is  another  hour. 

Which  higher  can  onr  spirits  raise, 
Though  not  so  oft  is  felt  its  power — 

The  hour  of  praise. 

Prayer  is  the  utterance  of  want. 

And  needy  man  thus  often  prays  ; 

But  gratitude,  alas  ! is  scant. 

And  so  is  praise. 

Yet ’t  is  a loftier  feeling  tar. 

When  thus  to  God  the  soul  can  move, 
For  fear  and  helplessness  are  prayer. 

But  praise  is  love. 

How  blest  the  moments  who  can  show  ? 

When  heavenly  love  its  stores  displays, 
And  all  his  mercies  rise  to  view. 

The  fruits  of  grace. 

"When  o’er  the  breast  a pleasure  steals. 
Soft  as  the  gentle  breath  of  even. 
Making  the  bosom  that  it  fills 
A little  heaven. 

For  adoration  is  the  tongue 
That ’s  spoken  there.  Petition  strays 
Never  from  angels’  lips  ; their  song 
Is  only  praise. 

Prayer  suits  the  wilderness,  the  war. 

The  doubt  if  we  may  be  forgiven  : 
Earth  is  the  boundary  of  prayer  ; 

Praise  is  for  heaven. 

Then  say,  is  any  hour  so  sweet. 

From  dewy  dawm  till  twilight’s  rays, 
As  that  wherein  our  God  we  meet 

With  hymns  of  praise? 


The  old  chapel,  with  its  hard  upright  wooden  seats,  its  low  ceiling, 
its  cribbed  accommodations,  had  done  its  work ; at  least  so  some  of  the 
parish  thought — the  Sabbath-school  teachers,  the  missionary  societies, 
the  prayer-meeting  goers.  The  old  chapel  had  been  built  by  the  pray- 
ers and  gifts  and  self-denials  of  the  generation  who  had  worshipped  in 
it,  and  had  now  about  gone.  A new  generation  had  come  on  the  stage, 
who  lived  in  better  houses,  sat  on  easier  seats,  and  worked  with  im- 
proved tools ; and  they  wanted  a new  and  more  commodious  building, 
more  suited  to  the  taste  and  wants  of  our  day.  Of  course,  those  who 
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started  the  idea  had  to  encounter  indifference,  opposition,  and  pity,  as 
aU  great  reformers  do.  In  fact,  it  was  scouted.  “Hadn’t  the  old 
chapel  served  us  well  ?”  Yes,  it  had.  “ Then  why  not  let  well-enough 
alone  ?”  was  the  astute  rejoinder.  ‘ ‘ Wliere  is  the  money  to  come  from  ?” 
To  be  sure,  where  ? But  the  opposition  did  not  make  their  stand  on 
that  point.  “ You  find  a Zo/,”  they  said.  That  was  the  rub,  and  they 
adroitly  left  it  there,  seeing  no  possible  vacancy  in  our  small  town  for 
such  a purpose. 

It  must  be  confessed  the  women  were  the  chief  agitators.  They  are 
not  supposed  to  be  scrupulous  about  counting  the  cost ; they  can,  how- 
ever, jump  to  pretty  correct  conclusions,  and  often  have  very  clear  opin- 
ions about  a “must-have.”  “A  new  chapel”  wus  theirs.  The  men 
were  not  in  the  least  alarmed  by  it.  They  enjoyed  slyly  saying,  “ You 
find  a ZoZ,”  which,  oddly  enough,  never  was  the  least  of  a poser.  They 
still  talked  and  planned  and  prayed,  and  prayed  and  planned  and 
talked,  with  not  the  slightest  troubling  of  the  waters  to  indicate  an 
interest,  where  an  interest  would  tell. 

At  last  a dozen  or  more  of  the  younger  ladies  came  together,  with 
their  needles  and  thimbles,  and  formed  a club. 

Before  long  a box  went  up  and  down  our  streets,  knocking  at  all  the 
parish  doors,  asking  leave  to  open  its  contents  for  us  to  see  and  buy  as 
we  chose — pinballs,  needle-books,  bibs,  aprons,  nightcaps,  cushions. 
The  “Chapel-Club  Box”  it  was  labelled.  An  old  deacon  almost  home 
blessed  the  advent  of  the  little  box,  and  slipped  ten  dollars,  almost  his 
last  offering  for  his  Lord  on  earth,  into  its  empty  coffers.  “ Our  first 
and  best  gift !”  said  the  workers,  “and  it  came  in  the  nick  of  time  ;”  a 
sign  of  approval  and  favor  as  unexpected  as  it  was  gratifying.  The  box 
was  a very  modest  looking  box;  but,  “How  pretentious  !”  said  one. 
“How  impertinent !”  cried  another.  “ How  simply  absurd  !”  exclaim- 
ed a third.  “Do  they  expect  a box  to  build  a chapel  ?”  “A  begin- 
ning is  made,”  whispered  one.  “What  faith  !”  echoed  another ; while 
others  smiled  small,  sympathizing,  incredulous  smiles,  and  everybody 
bought. 

The  Club  worked  quietly,  patiently,  dihgently,  peddling  their  small 
wares,  executing  some  small  commissions,  and  holding  one  or  more 
small  sales,  often  snubbed  and  sniffed  at,  yet  keeping  the  subject  indi- 
rectly open,  and  compelling  the  parish  to  an  occasional  thought  that 
way.  And  so  it  went  on  and  on,  until  it  leaked  out  one  day  that  the 
Club  had  a thousand  dollars  in  the  bank  to  furnish  the  new  chapel 
with. 

“And  there  it  may  stay,'^  growled  a covetous  parishioner. 

“Oh,  let  ’em  find  a lot — let  ’em  find  a lot !”  cried  his  fellow,  with  a 
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clmckle  of  satisfaction  like  that  a farmer  feels  in  cornering  a refractory 
calf. 

A revival  interest  sprang  up  in  town ; the  parish  was  moved  and 
quickened ; people  unused  to  church  came  in ; the  prayer-meetings 
filled,  the  Sunday-school  picked  up  its  lost  lambs  ; older  people  want- 
ed instruction  ; the  little  chapel  was  too  strait  for  the  numbers  which 
crowded  in.  Who  could  help  thinking  of  more  commodious  quarters  ? 
though  nothing  was  said  in  presence  of  the  more  momentous  concerns 
of  the  soul. 

“Ah,  I never  expect  to  see  a new  chapel  in  my  day,”  said  Timor- 
ous, who  forgot  that  it  is  darkest  just  before  the  break  of  day. 

“I  doT'  cried  one  of  the  Great-hearts. 
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A sweet  and  godly  woman,  the  last  of  her  family,  with  a brooding, 
mother-love  over  the  dear  old  church,  through  which  her  precious  ones 
went  to  the  “house  not  made  with  hands,”  had  looked  with  tender 
interest  on  the  still,  small  labors  of  her  younger  sisters  ; and  as  often  as 
“the  box”  knocked  at  the  door  of  her  house,  it  seemed  also  to  knock 
at  the  door  of  her  heart.  And  as  she  sat  in  the  soHtude  of  her  closet,  | 
silently  asking,  “Lord,  what  more  ^vilt  thou  have  me  do  before  I go 
hence?”  at  length  an  answeF shaped  itself,  having  “chapel”  outlined 
round  it. 

As  she  thought  on  these  things,  a young  man  was  moved  to  drop  in 
and  see  her,  and  among  other  things  he  spoke  of  a beautiful  garden 
spot  to  be  put  into  the  market  on  the  Monday  next ; ‘ ‘ and  a nice  spot 
that  for  a new  chapel,  ” he  added.  Ah  ! 

Within  twenty-four  hours  the  lady  had  bought  the  lot,  and  the  offer 
took  wings  : “ Miss  Rogers  will  give  this  land  to  the  church  for  a new 
chapel,  on  condition  that  ten  thousand  dollars  be  raised  in  forty  days 
to  build  it;”  a wise  condition,  allowing  none  of  that  “sober  second 
thought  ” which  ends  in  dallying  and  doing  nothing. 

Of  course,  the  opportunity  could  not  be  lost.  An  offer  like  that 
could  not  be  rejected.  The  inexorable  “must”  put  on  his  screws. 
Everybody  was  offered  the  privilege  of  having  a share  in  the  concern, 
and  everybody  did,  but  the  few,  in  every  church  and  parish,  who 
“can’t  afford”  a jDart  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  It  does  cost  some- 
thing, but  it  pays. 

The  gentlemen  came  manfully  up  to  their  duty,  for  there  was  ^Hlie 
loV^  In  sums  ranging  all  the  way  from  one  to  seven  hundred  dollars, 
the  money  was  readily  raised  within  the  time  prescribed  ; blest  by  how 
many  prayers  and  thanksgivings  and  self-denials,  who  can  tell  ? 

The  building  went  up.  When  joiners,  plasterers,  plumbers,  and 
painters  had  done  their  part,  the  httle  Club  stepped  forward  with  sev- 
enteen hundred  dollars  to  furnish  its  rooms  ; for  besides  the  main  body 
of  the  building,  for  lectures  and  Simday-school,  beyond  it  are  four  par- 
lors with  folding  doors,  two  above  and  two  below,  for  the  social  meet- 
ings of  the  different  societies  connected  with  the  parish,  prayer-meet- 
ings, committee  meetings ; in  short,  for  all  business  belonging  to  the 
various  agencies  of  a living  and  working  church.  The  new  chapel  is 
furnished  and  dedicated,  and  I have  told  you  its  simple  story  to  show 
what  faith  can  do.  We  all  felt  the  stir  of  its  might,  whether  we  would 
or  no ; and  if  less  amazing  in  its  effects  than  in  other  days,  its  tests 
none  the  less  try  what  manner  of  Christians  we  are.  h.  c.  k. 

Have  an  eye  on  your  principles.  Take  care  that  they  are  kept  pure, 
and  then  resolutely  steer  by  them  in  spite  of  all  opposition  of  wind 
and  waves. 
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Maxima,  when  our  Lord  was  a dear  little  child, 

Did  his  mother  love  him  as  you  love  me  ? 

Do  you  think  that  he  played  and  prattled  and  smiled 
And  loved  to  clamber  upon  her  knee  ? 

Did  she  clasp  him  close,  and  hold  him  long. 

And  call  him  her  own,  her  heavenly  boy. 

And  softly  humming,  sing  over  the  song 
That  the  angels  sang  on  that  night  of  joy? 

Did  he  say  his  prayers  when  he  went  to  sleep, 

Asking  God’s  care  for  his  mother  dear? 

Did  he  ever  grieve  ? Did  he  ever  weep  ? 

Did  he  ever  wish  ? Did  he  ever  fear  ? 

Did  he  alvMys  think,  I wonder,  of  God  ? 

Was  he  always  praying,  and  never  gay? 

Was  he  always  reading  the  holy  word  ? 

Was  he  not  ready  sometimes  to  play? 

His  playmates,  too,  I wonder  about — 

What  were  their  games  when  all  together ; 

I cannot  think  he  would  run  and  shout 
As  other  boys  do  in  the  pleasant  weather. 

Who  taught  him,  I wonder,  his  letters  to  know, 
Those  letters  that  look  so  strange  and  hard ; 

I wonder  if  he  to  school  did  go  ? 

And  how  early  he  learned  to  read  the  word. 

Did  he  understand  what  the  prophets  meant  ? 

Did  he  always  feel  sure  that  he  was  the  Lord? 

Did  he  always  know  that  he  had  been  sent 
To  open  the  strait  and  narrow  road  ? 
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He  had  brothers  and  sisters,  the  Bible  says — 

James  and  Joses  and  Simon  and  Jude. 

I suppose,  when  they  quarrelled,  one  look  of  his 
Would  make  them  ashamed,  and  make  them  good. 
How  did  he  look  ? I sometimes  say. 

And  would  he  have  spoken  had  I been  there — 
Spoken,  and  not  have  sent  me  away? 

Of  his  notice  allowed  me  a little  share  ? 

At  night,  I suppose,  when  all  were  asleep. 

The  angels  came  and  talked  with  him  long  ; 

Bade  him  his  faith  and  his  courage  keep. 

Sang  him  to  sleep  with  a heavenly  song. 

He  lived  at  Nazareth  on  the  hill : 

£)o  you  think  he  gazed  at  the  sunset  glow, 

And  smiled  at  the  glory  so  bright  and  still,  . 

And  the  toil  in  the  carpenter’s  shop  below  ? 

Thirty  long  years  he  waited  apart ; 

Thirty  to  wait,  and  three  to  teach ! 

All  that  time  was  he  searching  his  heart  ? 

So  long  getting  ready  to  heal  and  to  preacli  ? 

I shall  some  time  know  ; for  now  above. 

Where  the  golden  gates  in  splendor  shine, 

The  Lord  of  Light  and  the  Lord  of  Love, 

He  sits  in  a glory  all  divine — 

All  divine,  and  with  naught  of  earth. 

Save  the  glorious  form  which  he  took  away ; 

Yet  I ’m  sure  he  remembers  his  lowly  birth. 

And  I know  that  he  hears  when  children  pray. 


awit  Jalta. 

Elizabeth  lived  alone.  The  old  farm-house,  now  empty,  was  once 
peopled  by  a large  family.  One  after  another  brothers  and  sisters  went 
off,  settled,  married,  and  died  elsewhere.  Father  and  mother  had  been 
gathered  with  their  fathers,  and  slept  under  the  green  sod.  The  old 
mansion,  with  its  accumulated  treasures  and  its  time-honored  relics 
and  rubbish,  its  past  and  faded  memories,  fell  to  Elizabeth,  now  its  sole 
occupant,  with  two  cats  and  a dog  to  share  her  fireside  warmth.  One 
brother  was  still  left,  the  youngest  and  best  beloved,  the  playmate  of 
her  childhood,  and  the  friend  and  counsellor  of  her  riper  years.  His 
house  was  built  on  the  old  farm,  extending  on  both  sides  of  the  road, 
and  spreading  out  over  upland  and  lowland  in  field,  pasture,  and  or- 
chard ; so  near  that  his  evening  lamp  was  always  visible,  while  every 
hour  of  the  day  he  came  and  went,  as  if  the  old  house  w’as  still  his 
home.  The  cattle  shared  their  mutual  care.  Orchard  and  field  were 
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in  common,  and  with  John  to  buy  and  sell,  to  love  and  trust,  faithful, 
laborious,  good-hearted,  obHging  John,  EHzabeth  made  butter  and 
cheese,  swept  and  sewed,  as  happy  as  happy  could  be.  She  had  ‘‘god- 
hness  with  contentment^  which,  we  do  not  need  the  word  of  God  to 
assure  us,  “is  great  gain.'' 

“But  what  would  she  do  without  John  ?”  people  with  future  possi- 
bilities in  view  sometimes  asked.  Without  John ! for  the  premises  in 
his  hands  seemed  not  only  safe  from  common  accidents,  but  burglar- 
proof.  Without  John  ! for  EHzabeth,  true  woman  as  she  is,  and  lone 
woman  as  she  is,  never  fully  learned  the  lesson  that  one  was  better 
than  two. 

WeU,  in  the  midst  of  harvest  John  fell  sick,  over-worked.  The 
plenty  on  all  sides  demanded  extra  exertion,  and  extra  help  was  not  to 
be  had.  We  heard  that  John  was  sick  ; perhaps  he  needed  rest  and 
little  more.  Weeks  passed  by.  John  was  ^'er^/ sick.  We  rode  over  to 
the  farm.  Yes,  John  was  ill ; but  John  would  get  up  as  soon  as  his 
appetite  came  back.  John  would  be  out  before  long.  John  would 
never  work  so  again.  There  were  no  signs  of  anxiety  or  fear  in  Eliza- 
beth’s voice  or  countenance,  only  tenderness  for  his  weakness,  tem- 
pered with  the  certainty  of  his  easing  off  in  future. 

Was  there  no  fear  ? The  next  news  we  heard  was  that  John  was 
slowly  but  surely  sinking.  The  doctor  could  not  build  him  up.  We 
shrank  with  something  Hke  terror  from  the  effect  of  this  tidings  on  his 
poor  sister.  She  herself  must  sink  under  the  burden  of  her  new  grief 
and  unshared  cares.  Why  were  not  the  worthless  and  wretched  taken, 
and  the  strong  man  left  ? Her  desolation  haunted  us.  How  did  she 
take  the  matter  ? One  morning  she  unexpectedly  came  in  town  and 
stopped  a moment  to  see  us.  There  were  traces  of  suffering  in  her 
face.  And  how  about  John  ? “ Oh,”  she  said  tremblingly,  “last  week 
I gave  him  up.  One  night  I took  the  Bible  and  read  the  story  of  what 
God  asked  of  Abraham — to  slay  with  his  own  hand  his  darhng  son 
Isaac.  God  asked  it ; and  God  knows  best.  And  Abraham  was  will- 
ing. And  couldn’t  I be  willing  to  give  up  John  ? Could  not  God 
make  me  willing  ? Could  n’t  I feel  that  he  knows  best  ? And  I prayed 
for  Abraham’s  spirit,  and  I prayed  tiU  it  came.  I prayed  tiU  I could 
say,  ‘ The  Lord’s  will  be  done  ;’  and  now — ” She  stopped,  enough  had 
been  said. 

Poor  EHzabeth  had  not  wrestled  in  vain.  And  I thought  how  the 
story  of  faithful  Abraham  had  floated  down  through  the  long  ages  to 
comfort  and  support  “his  seed,”  scattered  far  and  wide  over  the  earth. 
In  how  many  a dark  and  agonizing  hour,  how  many  a lonely  and  seclu- 
ded home,  have  smitten  hearts,  too  blinded  by  tears  to  see  anything 
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but  darkness,  too  dumb  for  words  of  common  consolation,  laid  hold 
upon  the  story  of  Abraham’s  sacrifice,  and  found  in  Abraham’s  faith 
the  hiding  of  their  power  ! H.  C.  K. 


“ O grandmother,  see  my  beautiful  new  dress  !”  cried  a gayly  dressed 
child,  skipping  into  her  grandmother’s  chamber.  ‘ ‘ See  how  splendidly 
it  fits  and  how  becoming  it  is  !” 

She  walked  to  and  fro  before  the  old  lady,  and  turned  herself 
around  this  side  and  that. 

“Very  pretty,”  said  her  grandmother,  ‘‘but  it  is  not  exactly  what 
I should  choose  for  you.” 

“Father  says  pink  is  so  becoming  to  my  complexion  : what  color 
should  you  choose,  grandmother  ?”  and  the  little  girl  fingered  the  pink 
flounces  of  her  pink  silk  as  daintily  and  delightedly  as  if  she  were 
seventeen  instead  of  seven. 

“White,  pure  shining  white.” 

“Mother  says  I tear  white  musHn  so,  I do  not  deserve  to  have 
another,”  answered  Mary. 

“ This  will  never  tear.” 

“ O grandmother,  think  how  awfully  I look  in  my  outgrown  white 
cambric.  I am  a fright  !” 

“ This  you  would  never  outgrow.” 

“Always  fit  me  ! Wliy,  grandmother,  you  don’t  mean  so  !” 

“Yes,  my  little  girl,  it  will  always  fit  you.” 

“Now,  grandmother,  you  are  making  fun ;”  and  yet,  as  she  looked 
into  the  dear  old  lady’s  face,  it  was  sweet  and  serious  as  usual. 

“ Could  I bum  it  ?”  asked  Mary,  remembering  what  a hole  the  fire 
made  in  her  new  plain  dress. 

“No  fire  can  burn  it,”  said  grandmother,  “or  sun  fade  it,  or  rain 
wet  it.” 

“Oh,”  cried  the  child,  clapping  her  hands,  “I  know  what  you 
mean,  grandmother  ; you  mean  asbestos,  a dress  of  asbestos,  that  Uncle 
John  was  telling  about,  which  fire  cannot  harm.” 

Grandmother  shook  her  head. 

“If  it  is  such  a pure  white,  I should  be  sure  to  spot  it  in  a minute, 
I know  I should.” 

“Yes,  you  could  easily  spot  it;  even  a wrong  thought  would  soil 
its  purity.” 

“ O grandmother,”  cried  the  child,  with  a puzzled  look,  “how  fun- 
ny you  are.  Why,  I should  be  afraid  to  wear  such  a dress.” 

“But  it  would  protect  you  from  harm.” 
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“I  should  like  that.  Is  it  so  very  strong,  then  ?” 

So  strong  that  you  can  never  wear  it  out ; and  what  is  better,  it 
becomes  more  and  more  beautiful  the  longer  you  keep  it,  if  you  keep  it 
carefully.  ” 

‘^How  very  particular  Nancy  would  have  to  be  in  washing  it!” 
p exclaimed  the  child. 

r “ I do  not  think  it  will  ever  need  washing.” 

I O grandmother  1 Well,  will  it  be  becoming  ? shall  I look  pretty 

I in  it  ?”  asked  Mary  eagerly. 

^ ‘‘You  could  wear  nothing  more  beautiful.  . Some  beautiful  and 
becoming  ornaments,  too,  go  with  it,  a great  deal  handsomer  and  more 
^ costly  than  your  gold  chain  or  coral  necklace.” 

The  child’s  eyes  danced  with  delight. 

“Always  worn  with  it  ?” 

“Yes,  always.  You  can  never  put  them  away,  for  fear  of  losing 
them.” 

“Why,  I never  saw  or  heard  of  such  a dress  before,”  said  Mary. 
“Where  can  mother  buy  one  for  me  ?” 

“ There  is  one  already  bought  for  you,  my  child.” 

“ Oh,”  and  she  looked  so  surprised,  “I  am  so  glad,  so  glad  ! Wlio 
^ did  buy  it  for  me  ?” 

“Your  best  friend,  Mary.” 

“ You  did,  grandmother,  you  did  buy  it  for  me.  It  is  so  good, 
dear,  good  grandmother,”  said  Mary,  j)utting  her  fat  hand  lovingly  on 
her  gTandmother’s  arm. 

“ No,  it  was  not  I.  It  was  a better  friend  than  I,”  rephed  the  old 
lady,  with  a grave  tenderness. 

“You  mean  something,  grandmother,”  cried  the  child.  “ Please  teU 
me  what  you  do  mean.  What  is  this  wonderful  dress  ? I am  sure  I 
want  one.  ” 

“This  dress,  so  wonderful  and  beautiful,  so  strong  and  lasting, 
always  fresh,  and  never  out  of  fashion,  this  dress  is  the  garment  of 
salvation.  It  was  bought  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  the  price  of  his 
life,  and  its  ornaments  are  a meek  and  quiet  spirit.  Will  not  my  little 
girl  hke  to  put  on  this  beautiful  garment  ?”  The  soft  and  winning 
tones  of  the  old  lady  touched  the  child’s  heart. 

“I  wish  I could,”  she  answered,  bowing  her  head  on  her  grand- 
mother’s bosom. 

“ Then  you  would  have  a wardrobe  for  eternity,  my  darling,  fitting 
you  for  the  company  of  saints  and  angels  in  heaven,  where  happy  chil- 
dren are  joyfully  singing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb;”  and 
grandmother  laid  her  hand  on  the  child’s  head  as  she  breathed  over  her 
a prayer  of  love.  c.  K. 
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Rale’s  Jam/'’ 

A band  or  “ troupe  ’’  of  young  men,  with  hands  and  faces  blackened, 
and  dressed  in  very  grotesque  costumes,  arranged  themselves  before  a 
Christian  tradesman’s  door  one  day  for  an  exhibition  of  their  peculiar 
“performances. ” After  they  had  sung  some  comic  and  some  plaintive 
melodies,  with  their  own  pecuhar  accompaniments  of  gestures  and 
grimaces,  one  of  the  party,  a tall  and  interesting  young  man,  who  had 
the  “look”  of  one  who  was  beneath  his  proper  station,  stepped  up  to 
the  door,  tambourine  in  hand,  to  ask  for  a few  pennies.  Mr.  Carr, 
taking  one  of  the  Bibles  out  of  his  window,  addressed  the  youth 
thus : 

“See  here,  young  man ; I will  give  you  a shilhng,  and  this  book 
besides,  if  you  will  read  a portion  of  it  among  your  comrades  there, 
and  in  the  hearing  of  the  bystanders.” 

“Here ’s  a shilling  for  an  easy  job  !”  he  chuckled  out  to  his  mates  ; 
“I’m  going  to  give  you  a ‘pubhc  reading  !’  ” 

Mr.  Carr  opened  at  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  St.  Luke’s  gospel,  and 
pointing  to  the  eleventh  verse,  requested  the  young  man  to  commence 
reading  at  that  verse. 

“Now,  Jem,  speak  up,”  said  one  of  the  party,  “and  earn  your  shil- 
ling like  a man !” 

Jem  took  the  book,  and  read:  “And  he  said,  A certain  man  had 
two  sons ; and  the  younger  of  them  said  to  his  father.  Father,  give  me 
the  portion  of  goods  that  falleth  to  me.  And  he  divided  unto  them  his 
living.” 

There  was  something  in  the  voice  of  the  reader,  as  well  as  in  the 
strangeness  of  the  circumstances,  that  lulled  all  to  silence ; while  an  air 
of  seriousness  took  possession  of  the  youth,  and  still  further  command- 
ed the  rapt  attention  of  the  crowd. 

He  read  on  : “And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger  son  gathered 
all  together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a far  country,  and  there  wasted 
his  substance  with  riotous  living.” 

“That’s  ihee,  Jem!”  ejaculated  one  of  his  comrades;  “it’s  just 
like  what  you  told  me  of  yourself  and  your  father  1” 

The  reader  continued  : “And  when  he  had  spent  all,  there  arose  a 
mighty  famine  in  that  land ; and  he  began  to  be  in  want.” 

“Why,  that’s  thee  again,  Jem  1”  said  the  voice  : “go  on.” 

“And  he  went  and  joined  himself  to  a citizen  of  that  country ; and 
he  sent  him  into  his  fields  to  feed  swine.  And  he  would  fain  have 
filled  his  belly  with  the  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat : and  no  man  gave 
unto  him.” 

“That’s  like  us  all!”  said  the  voice,  once  more  interrupting; 
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‘‘we’re  all  beggars;  and  migbt^e  better  than  we  are.  Go  on;  let’s 
hear  what  came  of  it  !’ 

The  young  man  read  on ; and  as  he  read,  his  voice  trembled  : “And 
when  he  came  to  himself,  he  said.  How  many  hired  servants  of  my 
father’s  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare,  and  I perish  with  hunger  ! I 
will  arise  and  go  to  my  father  !” 

At  this  point  he  fairly  broke  down,  and  could  read  no  more.  All 
were  impressed  and  moved.  The  whole  reality  of  the  past  rose  up  to 
view  ; and,  in  the  clear  story  of  the  gospel,  a ray  of  hope  dawned  upon 
him  for  his  own  future.  His  father — his  father’s  house — and  his  moth- 
er too ; and  the  plenty  and  the  love  ever  bestowed  upon  him  there ; 
and  the  hired  servants,  aU  having  enough ; and  then  himself,  his  father’s 
son ; and  his  present  state,  his  companionship,  liis  habits,  his  sins,  his 
poverty,  his  outcast  condition,  his  questionable  mode  of  living — all 
these  came  climbing,  like  an  invading  force  of  thoughts  and  reflections, 
into  the  citadel  of  his  mind,  and  fairly  overcame  him. 

That  day — that  scene — ^proved  the  turning-point  of  that  young 
prodigal’s  life.  He  sought  the  advice  of  the  Christian  friend  who  had 
thus  providentially  interposed  for  his  deliverance.  Communications 
were  made  to  his  parents,  which  resulted  in  a long-lost  and  dearly 
loved  child  returning  to  the  familiar  earthly  home  ; and,  still  better,  in 
his  return  to  his  Heavenly  Father  ! He  found,  as  I trust  many  of  my 
readers  will,  how  true  are  the  promises  of  the  parable  of  the  ‘ ‘ Prodi- 
gal Son,”  both  for  timQ  and  for  eternity  ! 

“Yes,  there  is  One  who  will  not  chide  nor  scoff, 

But  beckons  us  to  homes  of  heavenly  bliss : 

Beholds  the  prodigal  a great  way  off. 

And  flies  to  meet  him  with  a Father’s  kiss  !’  ’ 

Rev.  R.  Maguire. 



Just 

So  said  a gay  young  lady  who  in  com^Dany  with  pleasant  friends  was 
Avalking  one  summer  day  near  the  railway  in  a Canadian  city.  The 
train  was  coming.  Nearer  and  nearer  it  thundered  along  its  way  tow- 
ard the  depot.  The  thoughtless  girl  proposed  crossing  the  track  in 
front  of  it  “just  for  fun.”  With  quick  ejaculations  of  alarm  her  friends 
plead  with  her  to  desist  from  so  dangerous  an  adventure ; but  paying 
no  heed  to  their  entreaties,  in  a mere  spirit  of  frolic  she  sprang  upon 
the  track,  her  dress  caught  in  the  ponderous  engine,  and  in  another 
moment  the  fair  and  beloved  form  lay  a mangled,  crushed,  and  lifeless 
mass  under  the  relentless  iron  wheels.  These  gay  words  were  her  last ; 
she  never  spoke  again. 

We  have  seen  the  young  man  leave  his  country  home,  and  all  the 
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hallowed  associations  of  parents  ai^  sisters,  whose  affections  were 
twined  about  him,  to  seek  employment  in  the  crowded  city.  A good 
situation  was  secured ; his  ^Drospects  were  fair.  But  evil  comrades 
came  around,  and,  lured  by  their  flatteries,  he  went  with  them  to  the 
haunts  of  vice.  Its  mad  pleasures  were  described  in  smooth  words. 
“ I ’II  keep  myself,”  he  boastingiy  said.  ‘‘  I ’ll  go  once,  just  for  the  fun 
of  the  thing.”  He  passed  on  to  the  chambers  that  take  hold  on  death 
and  hell,  and  that  night  the  angels  mourned'  over  one  who  despite  a 
pious  mother’s  entreaties  and  w^arnings,  began  a downward  career  of 
iniin  from  which  he  has  never  recovered. 

And  so  men  and  women  are  every  day  stepping  into  the  path  of 
destruction  “just  for  fun.”  Multitudes  of  people,  young,  gay,  and 
proud,  are  doing  evil,  or  putting  themselves  in  harm’s  way,  not  because 
they  are  so  desperately  wicked  or  vicious,  but  because  they  are  careless 
of  consequences  and  heedless  of  their  ways,  not  stopping  to  seriously 
consider  the  end  of  i3utting  one’s  self  in  the  track  of  temptations. 

In  the  case  of  such  we  cry  with  affection  and  alarm,  “Take  care  !” 
The  fun  which  begins  in  hghtness  and  vanity  ends  in  death  and  de^ 
struction.  Beware  of  the  dangerous  path  ; shun  the  approaches  to  it. 
There  is  a safe  way  ; walk  ye  therein.  It  is  a dreadful  thing  to  perish 
through  the  indulgence  of  a little  brief  fun,  when  the  gate  to  happi- 
ness and  life  unending  stands  open  wide.  Oh,  will  you  to-day  com- 
mence to  think  upon  these  things,  and  be  wise,  for — 

“ Time  will  end  our  story; 

But  no  time,  if  w^e  live  w^ell, 

Will  end  our  glory.”  The  Christian. 


Dr.  Plumer  was  once  riding  on  the  box  of  a stage-coach  by  the  side 
of  the  driver,  who  was  a Jehu  of  no  common  order.  He  was  profuse 
in  his  praises  of  his  team,  and  especially  of  one  of  the  wheel-horses. 
He  praised  all  his  points,  interlarding  his  praises  with  oaths.  “You 
have  omitted  one  good  point,”  said  Dr.  Plumer. 

“What  is  that,  sir  ?”  said  the  driver,  “what  is  that  ? I have  stud- 
ied that  horse  over  and  over,  and  I did  not  think  there  was  anything 
about  him  that  I didn’t  know.  What  is  it  you  have  discovered  ?” 

“ WeU,  sir,”  said  the  doctor,  “it  is  this.  We  have  ridden  so  many 
miles,  and  I have  not  yet  heard  a profane  word  out  of  his  head.” 

The  driver  looked  at  the  doctor  in  surprise,  but  soon  j>erceived  the 
quiet  twinkle  in  his  eye. 

“Thanks,  sir,”  said  the  driver,  “thank  you.  You  made  a good 
point,  and  I think  I will  try  to  go  as  long  mthout  swearing  as  my 
horse  will.”  It  was  a word  fitly  spoken. 
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What  then  ? Why  then  another  pilgrim  song  ; ‘ 

And  then  a hush  of  rest,  divinely  granted  ; 

And  then  a thirsty  stage  (ah  me,  so  long  !) 

And  then  the  brook,  just  where  it  most  is  wanted. 

What  then?  The  pitching  of  the  evening  tent ; 

And  then,  perchance,  a pillow  rough  and  thorny ; 

And  then  some  sweet  and  tender  message,  sent 
To  cheer  the  faint  one  for  to-morrow’s  journey. 

What  then?  The  wailing  of  the  midnight  wind, 

A feverish  sleep,  a heart  oppressed  and  aching  ; 

And  then  a little  water-cruse  to  find 

Close  by  my  pillow,  ready  for  my  waking. 

What  then?  I am  not  careful  to  inquire  ; 

I know  there  will  be  tears,  and  fears,  and  sorrow  ; 

And  then,  a loving  Saviour  drawing  nigher. 

And  saying,  “ I wiU  answer  for  the  morrow.” 

What  then  ? For  all  my  sins,  his  pardoning  grace  ; 

For  all  my  wants  and  woes,  his  loving  kindness  ; • 

For  darkest  shades,  the  shining  of  God’s  face  ; 

And  Christ’s  own  hand  to  lead  me  in  my  blindness. 

What  then  ? A shadowy  valley,  lone  and  dim  ; 

And  then,  a deep  and  darkly  rolling  river  ; 

And  then  a flood  of  light,  a seraph’s  hymn. 

And  God’s  own  smile  for  ever  and  for  ever  ! jane  Crewdson 


BpUinil  ftiHP. 

A railroad  train  was  running  along  at  almost  lightning  speed.  A 
curve  was  just  ahead ; and  the  train  was  late,  very  late  ; still,  the  con- 
ductor hoped  to  i>ass  the  curve  safely.  Suddenly  a locomotive  dashed 
into  sight.  In  an  instant  there  was  a collision.  A shriek,  a shock,  and 
fifty  persons  were  slaughtered ; and  all  because  an  engineer  had  been 
behind  time. 

The  battle  of  Waterloo  was  being  fought.  Column  after  column 
had  been  precipitated  upon  the  enemy ; the  sun  was  sinking  in  the 
west ; reinforcements  for  the  defenders  were  already  in  sight ; it  was 
necessary  to  carry  the  position  with  one  final  charge.  A powerful  corps 
had  been  summoned  from  across  the  country.  The  great  conqueror, 
confident  of  its  arrival,  formed  his  reserve  into  an  attacking  column, 
and  led  them  down  the  hill.  The  whole  world  knows  the  result.  Na- 
poleon died  a i^risoner  at  St.  Helena,  because  one  of  his  marshals  was 
behind  lime. 
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A condemned  man  was  being  led  out  for  execution.  He  had  taken 
human  life,  but  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest  provocation. 
Thousands  had  signed  a petition  for  a reprieve  ; stiU  none  had  arrived. 
The  last  moment  was  up.  The  prisoner  took  Iiis  place  on  the  drop  ; it 
fell,  and  a lifeless  body  swung  in  the  air.  Just  at  this  moment  a horse- 
man came  into  sight,  his  steed  covered  with  foam.  He  bore  a reprieve 
for  the  prisoner.  But  he  had  come  too  late.  A comparatively  inno- 
cent man  had  died  an  ignominious  death,  because  a watch  had  been 
five  minutes  too  slow,  causing  the  bearer  to  arrive  behind  time. 

It  is  very  often  so  in  life.  The  best-laid  plans  are  daily  sacrificed 
because  they  are  “behind  time.”  There  are  thousands  who  put  off 
reformation  year  by  year,  till  death  seizes  them,  and  they  perish  unre- 
pentant, because  for  ever  “behind  time.” 

. It  will  be  so  in  the  judgment- day.  When  once  the  Master  of  the 
house  has  risen  up  and  shut  to  the  door,  men  will  begin  to  stand  with- 
out and  beg  for  admittance,  but  he  will  say  to  them,  “I  never  knew 
you.”  The  foolish  virgins,  having  no  oil  in  their  vessels,  will  come  at 
last  with  breathless  haste  to  find  that  they  that  were  ready  are  safe 
within  at  the  marriage  feast,  while  for  them  the  door  is  shut — they  are 
behind  time  ! 

Reader,  ask  yourself  the  question,  whether  there  is  not  some  dan- 
ger of  your  being  among  this  class.  Thousands  of  souls  will  sink  into 
the  pit  of  perdition  because  they  put  off  the  thought  of  repentance, 
and  refused  to  be  saved  to-day.  Oh,  it  is  sad  to  think  that  some  of 
them  were  once  living  among  us,  and  that  more  now  living  may  share 
their  fate.  God  grant  that  it  may  not  be  so  with  you  ! 

We  speak  it  very  tenderly. 

With  half  a sob  and  half  a sigh— 

“Old  Year,  good-by!  Old  Year,  good-by!” 

For  what  it  brought,  and  what  it  takes. 

We  love  it,  and  for  loved  ones’  sakes  ; 

Prized  for  its  hours  of  happiness. 

Nor  for  its  sacred  sorrows  less  ; 

For  all  it  gave  through  toil  and  strife 
Of  new  significance  to  life — 

New  breadths,  new  depths,  new  heights  sublime. 

And  haply,  kingshij)  over  Time  ! 

Accept  our  thanks,  Old  Year,  for  these, 

And  for  all  precious  memories 
Of  love,  of  grief,  of  joy,  of  pain, 

Wliose  ministry  was  not  in  vain. 
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fljjpraiiaws  Wh;  |m;pr»faw  fraft 


Keceipts  from  sales  for  the  year  ending  April  1, 1871 $370,116  47 

Keceipts  from  donations  and  legacies 121,487  15 

Total  receipts  for  the  year 492,182  50 

Cost  of  manufacturing  and  issuing 316,075  06 

Colporteurs,  agencies,  and  depositories 113,787  84 

District  Secretaries 12,133  93 

Cash  donations  to  foreign  and  pagan  lands 6,000  00 

All  other  expenses - 43,791  00 

Gratuitous  distribution  during  the  year 50,482  56 


Including  the  grants  on  the  home  and  foreign  fields,  the  donations  of  the  Society  have 
exceeded  one  thousand  dollars  per  week  for  the  whole  period  of  its  existence. 

New  Publications  during  the  year,  in  Enghsh,  German,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Arme- 
nian, Creek,  etc.,  235;  of  which  40  are  volumes. 

Peinted  during  the  year  483,250  volumes,  and  10,444,931  other  publications,  besides  the 
periodicals. 

Monthly  Issue  of  the  Messenger,  164,500;  of  the  Child’s  Paper,  340,416;  of  the  Botschaf- 
ter,  40,375;  making  in  all  545,291  publications  monthly. 

Total  Publications  on  the  Society’s  catalogue,  4,804,  of  which  921  are  volumes;  besides 
4,015  in  143  languages  or  dialects  aided  in  publication  abroad. 

CoLPOKTEURS  employed  during  the  year  287,  including  54  students  during  vacations; 
9,432  rehgious  meetings  were  held  or  addressed,  and  278,448  family  visits  made. 


The  Census  Returns,— The  population  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  census  of 
1870,  is  38,104,840,  and  with  the  territories  and  District  of  Columbia,  38,547,534.  The  popu- 
lation in  1860  was  31,443,321.  The  total  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  property  for  1870 
was  $12,992,354,259;  in  1860  it  was  $10,523,426,528. 

Taxes  Removed. — The  use  of  United  States  revenue  stamps  on  promissory  notes  for  less 
than  $100,  and  on  receipts  for  money,  ceased  October  1,  1870.  Taxes  on  legacies,  gross  re- 
ceipts, and  on  sales,  excepting  tobacco,  spirits,  and  wines,  also  ceased.  Taxes  on  incomes, 
including  salaries,  are  21  per  cent,  on  incomes  over  $2,000,  instead  of  5 per  cent,  over 
$1,000. 

Financial  Prosperity.— The  total  revenue  of  the  United  States  government  for  the  two 
years  ending  March  1, 1869,  was  $664,405,442  25;  and  for  the  two  years  ending  March  1, 1871, 
$749,399,491  99:  an  increase  of  $84,994,049  74.  The  total  expenditures  for  the  first  two  years 
were  $450,043,759  17;  and  for  the  last  two  years  $323,342,809  96:  a decrease  of  expenditures 
of  $126,700,949  21.  The  total  gain,  therefore,  to  the  Treasury  during  the  last  two  years  over 
the  two  preceding  is  $211,694,998  95. 

The  receipts  into  tlie  United  States  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1870, 
were  $411,255,478,  and  the  expenditures  $309,653,561.  The  total  reduction  of  the  public 
debt  from  March  4,  1869,  to  December  1,  1870,  was  $191,154,765.  The  reduction  in  the 
interest  account  has  been  at  the  rate  of  more  than  ten  milhon  dollars  a year. 

An  Inventive  People. — Since  1836,  when  the  Patent-office  was  organized,  there  have 
been  issued  100,000  patents;  an  average  for  the  past  year  or  two  of  over  13,000  a year  out  of 
about  19,000  applications.  Previous  to  that  date,  but  10,084  patents  were  issued  since  1790. 
In  England,  up  to  1852,  only  13,000  patents  were  issued  in  232  years,  and  the  average  now  is 
about  4,000  a year. 

An  Encouraging  Indication. — In  1854,  when  the  population  of  the  country  was 
25,953,000,  there  were  26,252  evangelical  ministers,  or  one  to  988  souls.  In  1870,  with  a pop- 
ulation of  about  39,000,000,  there  were  49,295  evangelical  ministers,  or  one  to  791  souls. 
While  the  increase  of  population  has  been  50  per  cent.,  that  of  evangelical  ministers  has 
been  87  per  cent. 

Northern  Europe  Immigrants. — The  Scandinavian  element  of  our  incoming  population 
is  becoming  one  of  great  importance.  The  immigration  from  Sweden  to  this  country  is 
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increasing  very  rapidly.  In  1860,  there  were  but  266  emigrants  from  Sweden ; in  1869  there 
were  35,000;  and  for  the  ten  years  inclusive,  76,199.  Nearly  all  of  them  settled  in  Minne- 
sota, Kansas,  Nebraska,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan.  Within  the  last  year  a thrifty  and  prom- 
ising colony  settled  upon  the  wild  lands  in  Maine,  and  it  is  expected  that  several  thousands 
will  join  it  this  year.  During  the  last  thirty  years,  it  is  stated,  about  400,000  immigrants 
have  arrived  in  this  country  from  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden.  The  great  majority  were 
poor  but  industrious,  and  have  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  West,  where  they 
have  become  successful  and  valuable  citizens.  They  have  about  140  ministers,  380  congre- 
gations, and  50,000  communicants,  with  well-sustained  schools,  colleges,  theological  semi- 
naries, and  orphan  asylums.  They  are  a reading  people,  having  about  twenty  religious, 
political,  and  literary  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

Outnumbering  the  Natives.— The  tendency  of  a portion  of  our  immigrant  population 
to  locate  in  the  great  cities,  where  they  are  even  coming  to  outnumber  the  citizens  of  native 
parentage,  is  strikingly  developed  by  the  late  census.  In  Boston,  only  90,750  of  the  248,866 
inhabitants  were  not  of  foreign  parentage.  In  the  four  cities  of  Boston,  W”orcester,  Law- 
rence, and  Fall  River  in  Massachusetts,  123,494  of  the  total  population  of  345,758,  or  more 
than  one-third,  were  born  in  foreign  countries,  nearly  two-thirds  were  of  foreign  descent, 
and  only  127,721  were  entirely  American. 

Extravagance  and  Corruption.— An  illustration  of  the  way  in  which  the  public  treas- 
ury is  plundered  by  greedy  and  unscrupulous  politicians,  is  furnished  by  the  authorities  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  The  astounding  fact  is  published,  that  the  municipal  expenses  of 
that  city  for  1867  were  $23,920,295;  while  the  aggregate  expenses  of  the  whole  United  States 
government  for  this  year  were  $23,979,343,  or  only  $59,048  more  I 

Internal  Revenue. — During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  total  receipts  were  $185,235,868, 
Including  an  increased  revenue  from  spirits  of  over  $10,000,000,  and  from  tobacco  of  nearly 
$8,000,000.  During  the  year  property  valued  at  $3,396,872  was  seized  for  violation  of  the 
law,  nearly  all  of  which  was  distilled  and  fermented  spirits,  tobacco,  snuff,  and  cigars. 
The  receipts  from  fourteen  principal  cities  were  $73,966,995,  New  York  furnishing  $19,832,000, 
Chicago  $8,395,000,  Philadelphia  $7,693,000,  Boston  $6,180,000. 

A Step  towards  Cheaper  Postage. — The  Postmaster-General  recommends  Congress  to 
introduce  into  our  postal  service,  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  each,  the  correspondence  cards, 
which  have  been  so  popular  in  North  Germany,  and  are  now  used  in  Great  Britain.  They 
are  simply  cards  with  a place  ruled  for  an  address  and  with  the  postal  stamp  on  one  side, 
while  on  the  other  there  is  room  for  a short  letter  or  message.  They  require  no  folding  or 
envelope,  and  being  simple,  cheap,  and  convenient,  would  answer  for  a large  portion  of  ordi- 
nary correspondence. 

Seed  and  Frxht.— The  seeds  of  the  mammoth  trees  in  California  are  not  more  than  half 
an  inch  long,  a sixth  of  an  inch  wide,  and  as  thin  as  writing-paper,  and  fifty  thousand  of 
them  only  weigh  a pound;  and  yet  from  these  little  seeds  these  immense  trees  have  grown, 
not  less  than  3,000  years  old,  and  some  from  300  to  450  feet  in  height— more  than  double  the 
height  of  Bunker-hill  monument  or  Trinity  church.  One  tree  now  standing  .contains  640,000 
feet  of  sound  inch  lumber,  and  another  would  make  1,CCC  cords  of  four  feet  wood  and  100 
cords  of  barj. 

The  Chinese  Population. — A member  of  the  California  Legislature  estimates  that  there 
are  89,500  Chinese  in  the  Pacific  coast  and  Rocky  mountain  regions,  of  whom  40,000  are  in 
California.  7,000  in  Nevada,  12,000  in  Montana,  10,000  in  Idaho,  8,000  in  Oregon,  8,600  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad,  and  4,000  in  Colorado  and  Utah.  He  estimates  that  there  are  18,600  in  San 
Francisco  alone. 

“ The  Ship  of  the  Desert.’*— The  camel  has  been  successfully  introduced  into  Nevada 
as  a beast  of  burden,  one  owner  having  reared  a herd  of  twenty-four,  which,  though  kept 
on  a sandy  and  sterile  ranch,  live  and  flourish  on  prickly  shrubs  and  bitter  weeds,  which  no 
other  animal  would  touch.  Some  of  them  carry  loads  of  1,100  pounds  of  salt. 

California  Silk. — Increasing  attention  is  given  to  the  culture  of  silk  in  California,  it 
being  found  that  the  climate  is  peculiarly  favorable  to  it,  the  cocoons  being  pronounced 
superior  to  those  raised  elsewhere.  There  are  25,000,000  mulberry-trees  set  out  and  grow- 
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ing  in  the  state.  A magnificent  flag,  36  feet  by  20,  made  of  California  silk  of  the  finest  qnal- 
ity,  has  been  brought  to  Washington  to  present  to  Congress.  It  is  the  first  American  flag 
ever  made  of  native  silk,  and  is  the  largest  silk  flag  on  the  globe. 

Native  Tea.— In  addition  to  its  other  wonderful  productions,  California  may  yet  supply 
us  with  tea.  The  first  crop  of  tea  grown  on  a plantation  in  El  Dorado  county,  cultivated  by 
Japanese,  has  been  gathered,  and  pronounced  to  be  equal  to,  if  not  superior  to  the  best 
imported. 

The  Course  of  Trade. — On  a recent  train  from  San  Francisco  to  New  York,  over  the 
Pacific  Railway,  four  cars  were  laden  with  bales  of  manufactured  silk  from  Japan,  of  which 
157  bales  were  consigned  to  parties  in  Liverpool,  Havre,  and  other  European  cities. 

Iron  Ships. — Iron  for  ships  is  rapidly  superseding  wood  in  English  shipyards.  In  186.5 
there  were  806  wooden  ships  built  in  England;  in  1869  but  324.  In  1868  the  tonnage  ot  iron 
ships  built  was  235,937,  against  66,977  wooden,  and  24,121  composite.  Iron  ships  are  more 
durable,  require  less  repairs,  and  stand  heavier  storms  than  those  of  od,  and  it  will  not 
be  long  ere  the  latter  must  be  to  a great  extent  superseded. 


God  above  Nature. — The  “Nation,”  in  reviewing  a recent  scientific  work,  mentions 
the  gratifying  fact, that  two  great  thinkers  during  the  past  year  have  declared  that  their 
researches,  instead  of  leading  them  to  atheism,  as  has  often  been  the  case  in  that  peculiar 
line  of  study,  have  given  them  the  abiding  conviction  of  an  overruhng  God.  One  of  them 
believes  that  all  force  is  will-force — the  will  of  a Supreme  Intelligence.  The  other,  who  had 
carried  the  idea  of  a correlation  of  forces  so  far  that  some  feared  he  had  left  nothing  but 
machinery  in  the  universe,  acknowledges  that  beyond  all  these  phenomena  must  lie  the 
Infinite  Mind,  and  that  his  investigations,  instead  of  sapping,  have  only  strengthened  the 
foundations  of  religion. 

Another  Secession. — Since  the  proclamation  of  Papal  infallibility,  the  Sultan  of  Turkey 
has  announced  to  the  Pope  that  the  Armenians  in  his  dominions  can  no  longer  recognize 
him  as  the  supreme  head  of  their  church,  and  has  annulled  the  powers  of  the  Pope’s  pri- 
mate at  Constantinople. 

Papal  Dissenters  in  Turkey. — Four  thousand  Armenian  Roman-catholics,  with  thirty 
priests,  in  Constantinople,  have  revolted  from  Rome,  refusing  to  submit  to  the  authority  of 
their  patriarch,  who,  they  claim,  is  too  feeble  to  resist  the  Pope’s  encroachments  on  their 
rights.  When  they  waited  on  the  grand-vizier,  he  assured  them  that  the  government  would 
use  no  compulsion,  as  there  was  now  religious  liberty  for  all  its  subjects.  The  Sultan  has 
placed  one  of  the  great  mosques  in  Constantinople  at  the  service  of  the  priests  who  have 
been  excommunicated  for  their  dissent. 

Wrath  Restrained. — The  king  of  Chiengmai,  who  sought  to  overthrow  the  Presbyte- 
rian mission  among  the  Laos,  by  putting  some  of  their  convert  ^ to  death,  has  recently  died. 
The  king  of  Slam  has  charged  his  successor  to  assist,  nourish,  and  protect  the  American 
missionaries,  so  that  they  shall  no  more  be  troubled  or  hindered  in  their  work  by  perse- 
cution. 

The  Word  Unbound.— Through  the  representations  made  to  our  government  by  Henry 
C.  Hall  of  this  city,  and  the  influence  of  Gen.  Sickles,  United  States  minister  to  Madrid,  the 
Spanish  government  have  granted  permission  to  introduce  into  that  country  Bibles  and 
all  other  books  printed  in  Spanish  in  other  countries. 

A New  Centre  of  Light. — Another  Protestant  church,  largely  .«!elf- supporting,  has  been 
opened  in  Madrid,  making  the  sixth  in  that  city,  where  until  recently  it  would  have  been  at 
the  i)eril  of  life  to  have  professed  any  other  faith  than  that  of  Rome. 

Pressing  Nobly  Forward. — The  Sultan  of  Turkey,  who  has  undertaken  many  important 
national  reforms,  at  a recent  meeting  of  his  councillors,  assured  them  that  he  was  not  satis- 
fied with  what  had  been  effected.  He  promised  to  give  his  careful  attention  to  reforms  in 
the  civil  polity,  the  development  of  education,  the  fostering  of  trade,  and  the  improvement 
of  the  highways  and  lines  of  communication  throughout  his  dominions.  He  has  recently 
permitted  the  Bulgarian  Christians  to  bo  organized  on  a national  basis,  wholly  independent 
of  the  patriarch  of  Con.stantinople. 
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The  Broadway  Underground  Railway  commences  at  the  corner  of  Warrcn-streefc,  and 
extends  in  a curve  directly  down  Broadway.  The  lower  terminus  is  intended  to  be  at  the 
South  ferry;  but  the  present  operating  section  only  extends  a httle  below  the  City  Hall,  near 
to  the  north  end  of  the  new  post-office  premises,  a distance  of  some  300  feet. 

The  bed  of  the  railway  is  21  feet  below  the  surface  of  Broadway,  and  the  diameter  of  the 
tunnel  9 feet.  The  passenger-car  is  about  the  same  size  as  the  ordinary  street  cars.  It  is 
very  tastefuUy  fitted  up,  brniiantly  hghted,  and  has  seats  for  22  persons.  It  is  propelled  by 
the  atmospheric  system;  that  is  to  say,  by  means  of  a strong  blast  of  air,  which  is  supplied 
to  the  tunnel  by  a gigantic  blowing-machine. 

The  whole  operation  is  described  as  being  exceedingly  simple  and  effective.  The  visitor 
enters  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Warren-street,  descends  a few  steps  to  the  waiting- 
room— an  elegant  apartment,  but  wholly  underground— at  the  end  of  which  is  seen  the 
mouth  of  the  tunnel  and  the  car.  On  taking  seats  in  the  car,  the  conductor  closes  one  of 
the  doors  and  touches  a telegraph  signal,  when  the  car  immediately  begins  to  move  around 
the  curve,  and  travels  rapidly  down  Broadway.  On  reaching  the  lower  end  of  the  tunnel, 
the  car  moves  instantly  back  again  to  Warren-street,  then  down  Broadway  again,  and  so  on. 
The  air  is  so  elastic  that  the  changes  of  motion  in  the  car  are  effected  with  exceeding  gen- 
tleness, and  are  almost  imperceptible  to  the  visitor. 

The  car  is  run  by  telegraph ; that  is  to  say,  the  wheels  of  the  car,  at  certain  points  on  the 
route,  press  a telegraph  key,  sending  a signal  to  the  engineer,  who  turns  a valve  and  thus 
reverses  the  air-current,  without  stoppage  of  the  machinery. 

The  aeolor,  or  blowing-machine,  by  which  the  air-current  is  produced,  consists  of  a pair 
of  great  wings,  geared  together,  and  turned  by  steam.  It  is  capable  of  discharging  100,000 
cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute,  or  enough  to  fill  the  interior  of  three  three-story  city  dwelling- 
houses. 

The  south  end  of  the  tunnel  is  provided  with  a lateral  air-shaft,  which  opens  in  the  grass- 
plot  of  the  City  Hall  park.  The  air-current  traverses  through  and  through  the  tunnel,  the 
atmosphere  of  which  is  thus  kept  pure  and  fresh. 

During  the  construction  of  the  tunnel  the  entire  travel  of  Broadway,  omnibuses,  carts, 
hacks,  and  othef  vehicles,  in  endless  procession,  passed  on  as  usual,  directly  over  the  heads 
of  the  workmen.  They  were  safely  protected  within  the  sides  of  an  immense  boring-ma- 
chine, by  which  the  bowels  of  the  street  were  excavated.  It  was  pushed  forward  into  the 
earth  by  means  of  powerful  hydraulic  rams;  and  as  fast  as  it  advanced  the  masonry  was 
built  up  within  its  rear. 

The  general  plan  of  the  Company  was  to  lay  a double  line  of  tubes  from  the  South  ferry, 
under  Broadway,  the  entire  length  of  the  island,  with  a branch  at  Union-square,  under 
Fourth-avenue,  to  Harlem  river.  Such  a road  would  have  capacity  lor  carrying  40,000  pas- 
sengers per  hour.  At  present  this  enterprise  is  superseded  in  New  York  by  the  Viaduct 
Railway  plan. 

A Steep  Railway.— A railway  has  been  constructed  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  to 
carry  passengers  to  ahd  from  the  top  of  what  is  known  as  Coal  Hill,  which  overlooks  the  city 
and  the  country  around  to  a great  distance.  The  plane  has  a length  of  650  feet,  and  an 
inclination  of  35  degrees.  The  roadway  consists  of  two  tracks,  each  five-feet  gauge,  with 
two  cars — one  ascending  while  the  other  descends.  The  cars  are  to  be  hauled  up  by  a wire 
rope,  and  are  provided  with  a safety-cable,  which  runs  idly  except  in  case  of  the  breakage  of 
the  principal  rope,  when  the  drum  about  which  the  safety-cable  winds  is  held  by  means  of 
a brake,  thus  preventing  the  accidental  descent  of  a car. 

Artificial  Stone.— There  is  no  field  of  invention  which  to-day  is  more  replete  with  gen- 
eral scientific  and  practical  interest  than  that  pertaining  to  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
stone.  While  in  the  working  of  iron  men  have  sought  out  means  whereby  it  can  be  rapidly 
and  cheaply  converted  into  the  forms  required,  the  world  has,  to  the  present  day,  been  con- 
tent with  working  stone  after  the  same  general  method  used  in  the  construction  of  the  pyra- 
mids. The  rudest  of  all  materials  is  thus  changed  by  immense  labor  into  costly  forms;  and 
the  attempts  to  obviate  the  necessity  for  this  labor  and  expense  have  been  confined  to  a very 
recent  period 

The  idea  that  stone  could  be  cheaply  produced  by  artificial  means,  and  moulded  to  any 
form  required,  has  gradually  forced  itself  upon  the  minds  of  modern  inventors,  and  has 
borne  fruit  in  a large  number  of  processes  more  or  less  practical  and  adapted  to  secure  the 
end  in  view. 


THE  FAMI'LY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC. 


57 


COKROSION  OF  Iron  Gas  and  Water  Mains. — The  deposits  which  form  in  the  interior  of 
iron  water  mains  cause  serious  annoyance  and  loss  to  many  of  our  water  companies.  To  so 
great  a degree  does  this  evil  extend,  that  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  substitute 
some  other  material  for  iron,  which  shall  possess  all  its  valuable  qualities,  and  at  the  same 
time  be  free  from  liability  to  corrosion,  and  consequent  obstruction.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  strength  of  the  pipe  is  much  impaired  by  this  process  of  oxidation,  and  it  is  rendered 
much  less  able  to  bear  sudden  concussions  and  heavy  pressure  than  before.  The  same  evil 
obtains  in  regard  to  gas-pipe,  only  in  a less  degree.  The  corrosion  forms  dust  and  scales, 
which  drop  off  in  time,  and  obstruct  valves,  traps,  elbows,  and  connections. 

It  has  been  a question  with  practical  men,  whether  to  substitute  some  other  material  for 
iron,  or  to  adopt  some  means  of  internally  coating  iron  mains,  so  as  to  jtreclude  all  possi- 
bility of  the  formation  of  accretions. 

Among  the  materials  other  than  iron  which  have  been  commended  and  used  to  some 
extent  for  water  pipes,  are  wood,  iron-bound  wood,  and  cement,  and  bituminized  paper. 

One  description  of  pipe  is  constructed  of  wood,  being  bored  from  the  solid  log,  lined  with 
cement,  and  coated  externally  with  coal  tar.  This  form  of  pipe  is  said  to  be  extremely  dura- 
ble, and  not  being  subjected  to  expansion  and  contraction  by  change  of  temperature,  is 
entirely  free  from  leakage. 

In  England  and  France,  as  w^l  as  in  this  country,  the  complaints  on  this  score  are  wide 
and  deep,  and  a large  field  is  open  for  enterprise  in  introducing  an  especial  remedy. 


Compound  Interest  Tables,  on  One  Thousand  Dollars. — 


1 

2 

3 

4. 

5- 

G- 

7- 

8 

9 

10 


5 ])er  cent. 

6 per  cent. 

7 per  cent. 

Years. 

5 per  cent. 

6 per  cent. 

7 per  cent. 

1,050.62 

1,060.90 

1,071.22 

11 

1,721.18 

1,915.66 

2,130.97 

1,103.77 

1,125.46 

1,147.48 

12 

1,808.30 

2,032.30 

2,282.69 

1,159.61 

1,193.98 

1,229.16 

13 

1,899.82 

2,156.05 

2,445.23 

1,218.28 

1,266.64 

1,316.69 

14 

1,995.96 

2,287.33 

2,619.35 

1,279.93 

1,343.74 

1,410.42 

15 

2,096.95 

2,426.59 

2,805.89 

1,344.67 

1,425..55 

1,510.83 

16 

2,213.07 

2,574.34 

3,005.70 

1,412.72 

1,512.34 

1,618.38 

17 

2,3l4.i59 

2,731.09 

3,219.72 

1,484.22 

1,604.41 

1,733.63 

18 

2,431.74 

2,897.41 

3,449.00 

1,559.94 

1,702.09 

1,857.07 

19 

2,554.81 

3,073.84 

3,694,62 

1,638.26 

1,805.74 

1,989.33 

20 

2,684.11 

3,261.01 

3,957.71 

With  slight  variations,  these  tables  will  also  show  the  amount  of  $100,  by  leaving  off  the 
right  hand  column,  and  moving  the  point  one  column  to  the  left;  and  of  $10,  by  moving  the 
point  two  columns  to  the  left.  The  interest  is  calculated  semi-annually,  and  all  fractions  of 
a cent  disregarded. 

Table  of  Simple  Interest  at  Seven  per  cent. — 


Principal. 

l clay. 

1 month. 

l year. 

Principal. 

1 day. 

1 month. 

l year. 

Principal. 

l day. 

1 month. 

1 year. 

$1 

.00 

.01 

.07 

$11 

.00 

.06 

.77 

$30---- 

.01 

.17 

2.10 

2 

.00 

.01 

.14 

12 

.00 

.07 

.84 

40  -- 

.01 

.23 

2.80 

3 

.00 

.02 

.21 

13 

.00 

.07 

.91 

50  - - - 

.01 

.29 

3.50 

4 

.00 

.02 

.28 

14 

.00 

.08 

.98 

60---- 

.01 

.35 

4.20 

5 

.00 

.03 

.35 

15 

.00 

.09 

1.05 

70---- 

.01 

.40 

4.90 

6 ---- 

.00 

.03 

.42 

16 

.00 

.09 

1.12 

80---. 

.02 

.46 

5.60 

7 

.00 

.04 

.49 

17-  ---- 

.00 

.10 

1.19 

90-- 

.02 

.52 

6.30 

8 

.00 

.05 

.56 

18  ---• 

.00 

.10 

1.26 

100---- 

.02 

.58 

7.00 

9 

.00 

.05 

.63 

19 

.00 

.11 

1.33 

500  --- 

.10 

2.88 

35.00 

10  ---- 

.00 

.06 

.70 

20 

.00 

.12 

1.40 

1,000---- 

.19 

5.75 

70.00j 

Fractions  of  a cent  being  omitted  in  this  tabic,  the  prevailing  custom  is  followed  of 
stating  half  a cent  and  over  as  one  cent,  and  less  than  half  a cent  as  nothing.  The  month 
is  reckoned  as  thirty  days. 


M 

Form  of  a Bequest. — I bequeath  to  my  executors  the  sum  of dollars,  in 

trust,  to  pay  over  the  same  in after  my  decease,  to  the  person  who,  when  the  same 

is  payable,  shall  act  as  treasurer  of  the  - Society,  formed  in in  the  year 

eighteen  hundred  and to  be  applied  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  said  Society  and 

under  its  direction. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABL.E  SOCIETIES. 

BOSTON.— Am.  Board  Com.  For.  Missions,  1st  Tues.  in  Oct. ; Rev.  Selah  B.  Treat,  Rev. 
Nathaniel  Gr.  Clark,  B.  B.,  Sec’s  ; Langdon  S.  Ward,  Treas.,  Miss,  house,  33  Pemberton-sq. ; 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  Wood,  Sec.  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues.  in 
May;  Rev.  J.  G.  Warren,  B.  B.,  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  B.  B.,  Sec’s;  F.  A.  Smith,  Treas.,  12 
Bedford-st.  Am.  Ed.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Corn- 
hill.  Am.  Tract  Soc.  (national)  N.  E.  Branch  ; Rev.  L.  B.  Rockwood,  Sec.,  H.  E.  Sim- 
mons, Bist.  Sec.  and  Treas.,  116  Washington-st.  Mass.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hook- 
er, B.  B.,  Sec.,  35  Washington-st.  Cong’l  Pub.  and  S.-S.  Soc.,  Rev.  A.  Bullard,  Rev.  W.  Bar- 
rows,  B.  B.,  Sec’s;  M.  H.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Amer.  Sab.  Sch’l  Union,  E.  Shute, 
Agent,  40  Winter-st.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  C.  L.  Woodworth,  Bist.  Sec.,  5 Pemberton-sq. 
Seaman’s  Friends  Soc.,  Rev.  S.  W.  Hanks,  Sec.,  13  Cornhill. 

NEW  YORK.— Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Joseph  Holdich,  B.  B.,  Rev.  E. 
W.  Gilman,  Sec’s;  Caleb  T.  Rowe,  Gen.  Agent;  Andrew  L.  Taylor,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible- 
house,  Astor-pl.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm.  H.  W>ckotf,  LL.  B.,  Cor.  Sec. ; Henry  J.  Wright, 
Ass’t  Treas.,  32  Great  Jones-st.  Am.  Tract  Soc.,-Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  J. 
M.  Stevenson,  B.  B.,  Cor,  Sec.;  O.  R.  Kingsbury,  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home  Miss. 
Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Milton  Badger,  B.  B.,  Rev.  Bavid  B.  Coe,  B.  B., 
Rev.  A.  H.  Clapp,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; W.  H.  Smith,  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-pl.,  Room  34.  Am. 
Bap.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  S.  Backus,  B.  B.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Simmons,  Sec’s;  J.  M.  White- 
ead,  Assist.  Treas.,  39  Park  Row.  Am.  Bd.  Com.  For.  Miss.,  Bible-house,  Rev.  C.  P.  Bush, 
B.  B.,  Bist  Sec.  Bd.  of  For.  Miss,  of  Pres.  Ch.,  Rev.  John  C.  Lowrie,  B.  B.,  Rev.  Bavid 
Irving,  Cor.  Sec’s;  William  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas.,  23  Centre-st.  Bd.  of  Home  Miss.,  Rev.  H. 
Kendall,  B.  B.,  Rev.  Cyrus  Bickson,  B.  B.,  Sec’s,  30  Vesey-st.  Am.  and  For.  Chris.  Union, 
Tues.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  S.  W.  Crittenden,  Sec.,  T.  S.  Young,  Treas.,  4 Bible- 
house.  Am.  Seamen’s  Friend  Soc.,  Monday  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  H.  Loomis, 
B.  B.,  and  S.  H.  Hall,  B.  B.,  Sec’s,  80  Wall-st.  Nat.  Temp.  Soc.,  J.  N.  Stearns,  Pub.  Agent, 
172  William-st.  Prot.  Epis.  Ch.  Mission— Bomestic  Com.,  Rev.  A.  T.  Twing,  B.  B.,  Sec., 
22  Bible-house  ; Foreign  Com.,  Rev.  W.  H.  Hare,  Sec.  and  Gen.  Agent,  23  Bible-house. 
Am.  Ch.  Miss’y  Soc.,  Geo.  B.  Morgan,  Treas.,  Rev.  William  A.  Newbold,  Fin.  Sec.,  3 Bible- 
house.  Evan.  Knowl.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  Byer,  B.  B.,  2 Bible-house.  Meth.— Book  Concern, 
T.  Carlton,  B.  B.,  and  J.  Lanahan,  B.  B.,  Agents,  805  Broadway;  Mission.  Soc.,  J.  P.  Burbin, 
B.  B.,  Cor.  Sec.,  T.  Carlton,  B.  B,,  Treas.,  805  Broadway;  S.  S.  Union,  B.  Wise,  B.  B.,  Cor. 
Sec.;  Tract  Soc.  Meth.  Epis.  Ch.,  J.  Lanahan,  B.  B.,  Treas.;  Rev.  B.  Wise,  B.  B.,  Cor.  Sec., 
805  Broadway.  Reformed — Bom.  Miss.,  Rev.  Jacob  West,  Cor.  Sec.,  34  Vesey-st.;  Board 
of  Pub.,  Rev.  J.  Lansing,  B.  B.,  Sec.;  Wm.  Ferris,  Agent,  Peter  Buryee,  Treas.,  215  Green- 
wich-st. ; For.  Miss.,  Rev.  J.  M.  Ferris,  Cor.  Sec.,  G.  G.  Smith,  Treas.  Board  of  Educa., 
Rev.  John  L.  See,  Cor.  Sec.  Soc.  for  Col.  and  Theol.  Educa.  at  West,  42  Bible-house. 
Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  Rev.  M.  E.  Strieby,  Sec’s  ; Edgar  Ketchum, 
Treas.,  59  Reade-st.  N.  Y".  State  Col.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  LL.  B.,  Cor.  Sec.,  J.  T. 
Smith,  Treas.,  42  Bible-house.  Amer.  Sab.  Sch’l  Union,  J.  B.  Tyler,  Sec.,  G.  S.  Scofield, 
Agent,  8 and  10  Bible-house.  New  York  Sab.  Com.,  Rev.  W.  W.  Atterbury,  Sec.,  37  Bible- 
house. 

PHIL ABELPHIA.— Penn.  Branch  Am.  Tract  Soc.,  1408  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Bist.  Sec.  and  Supt.  Colp.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  S.  A.  Allibone,  Editor;  A.  Kirkpatrick,  Supt., 
1122  Chestnut-st.  Gen.  Assem.  Boards — Education,  907  Arch-st.,  Rev.  W.  Speer,  B.  B., 
Cor.  Sec.,  Wm.  Main,  Treas.  Publication,  1334  Chestnut-st.,  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  B.  B.,  Cor. 
Sec.;  Rev.  John  W.  Bulles,  Ed.  Sec.;  Winthrop  Sargent,  Super,  of  Colp.,  and  Treas.;  John 
A.  Black,  Business  Sup’t. ; Am.  Bap.  Pub.  Soc.,  530  Arch-st. ; Rev.  B.  Griffith,  Sec.  Penn. 
Bible  Soc.,  701  Wdinut-st.,  Jos.  H.  Bulles,  Cor.  Sec.  Phila.  Bible  Soc.,  Thos.  Mackellar, 
Cor.  Sec.  Phila.  Educa.  Soc.,  Rev.  Charles  Brown,  Cor.  Sec.,  also  Relief  for  Bis.  Min- 
isters, 1334  Chestnut-st.  Luth.  Bd.  of  Pub.,  42  North  Ninth-st.,  Rev.  E.  W.  Hutter,  B.  B., 
Cor.  Sec.  Am.  Board  of  Com.  for  For.  Mis.,  Rev.  John  McLeod,  Sec.,  1334  Chestnut-st. 
Ref.  Ch.  Pub.  Board,  54  N.  Sixth-st.,  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  A.  M.,  Book  Editor,  Rev.  S.  R. 
Fisher,  B.  B.,  Treas.  Bom.  Miss.  Ref.  Ch.  in  U.  S.,  54  N.  6th-st. ; Rev.  B.  Bailsman,  A.  M., 
Pres.,  Rev.  S.  H.  Giesy,  B.  B.,  Sec.;  Chas.  Santee,  Treas.  For.  Miss.  Ref.  Pres.  Ch.,  636 
North  17th-st. ; Rev.  S.  O.  Wylie,  Chairman. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENBS.— New  England,  Newport,  R.  I.,  Second  day  after  2d 
Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  York,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third 
Second  day  in  Fourth  mo.  Baltimore,  Seventh-day  preced.  last  Second  day  but  one  in 
Tenth  mo.  North  Carolina,  New  Garden,  Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in 
Eleventh  mo.  Ohio,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Sixth  day  preced.  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana, 
Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  on  Fourth  day  after  last  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Western,  Plain- 
field,  Ind. , Sixth  day  preced.  third  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Iowa,  Oskaloosa,  Second  day 
after  first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Canada,  Pickering,  C.  W.,  last  Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo. 

MINISTERS’  MEETINGS.— Gen.  Conference  in  Maine,  June  27.  Gen.  Asso.,  New 
Hampshire,  4th  Tues.  in  August.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Vermont,  June  20.  Gen.  Associa., 
Mass.,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Cong.  Conf.  Rhode  Island,  June  13.  Gen.  Asso.  Conn.,  June 
20.  Gen.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven.  Prot.  Epis.  Ch.,  1st  Wed.  in  Oct. 
Gen.  Assembly  Pres.  Church,  3d  Thurs.  in  May,  in  Philadelphia.  Gen.  Confer.  M.  E. 
Church,  May  every  4th  year  from  1860.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Church  on  the  1st  Wed.  in 
June. 
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THE  LIFE  OF  CHItlST.  By  Eev.  Wm.  Hanna,  D.  D.,  with  two  maps  and  twenty  full- 
page  engravings  from  Dore.  This  is  in  many  respects  the  best  Life  of  Christ  yet  ■^^’ritten. 
It  is  very  full,  accurate,  and  complete,  the  fruit  of  much  learned  labor,  and  of  travel  in  the 
Holy  Land,  with  many  valuable  thoughts^und  practical  suggestions.  This  edition  is  both 
handsome  and  low-priced.  Octavo.  861  pages.  $3;  gilt,  $4;  half  morocco,  $5;  nior,,  $7. 

THE  ATTRACTION  OF  THE  CROSS.  By  Rev.  Gardiner  Spring,  D.  D.  The  best  of  the 
author’s  works,  on  the  noblest  of  themes,  illustrating  the  leading  truths,  obligations,  and 
hopes  of  Chrictianity.  Large  12mo.  $1;  extra,  $1  50. 

SERMONS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE.  By  Rev.  Wm.  S.  Plumer,  B.  D.  Thirty-five  in  num- 
ber, short,  clear,  and  rich  in  gospel  truth,  well  adapted  to  reach  the  heart  and  win  it  to 
Christ.  12mo.  $1.  Also  in  seven  packets  of  five  sermons  each.  6 cents  a packet. 

POEMS  OF  HOME  LIFE.  A small  quarto  of  great  richness  and  beauty.  80  cts.  and  $1. 

“A  beautiful  selection  of  sweet,  pure  poems,  which  give  expression  to  the  experiences  of 
daily  life,  here  gathered  together,  and  presented  in  that  small  quarto  style  now  so  iDOpular.” 
Watchman  and  Reflector. 

WOMAN : HER  DIGNITY  AND  SPHERE.  By  a popular  lady  ^vritel^  It  covers  a host 
of  topics  of  great  interest  to  young  ladies,  and  is  a safe  counsellor  to  iiut  in  their  hands. 
18mo.  50  cents. 

LIFE  AT  THREESCORE  AND  TEN.  Ry  Rev.  Albert  Barnes.  A timely  publication— 
the  last  words  of  this  eminent  divine — giving  his  review  of  life  and  what  it  has  to  offer,  and 
his  bright  anticipations  for  the  church  and  the  world.  18mo.  30  cents. 

SUCCESSFUL  PREACHING.  Addresses  to  theological  students,  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hall, 
Dr.  T.  L.  Cuyler,  and  Rev.  H.  W.  Beecher,  thi*ee  masters  of  pulpit  oratory.  18mo.  30  cts. 

THE  DANCE  AND  THE  MARTYR ; or,  A Life  of  Dissipation.  Translated  from  the 
French  of  Adolphe  Monod  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Rankin,  D.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C.  18mo.  20  cents. 

A PLEA  IN  FAVOR  OF  ATTENDING  PUBLIC  WORSHIP.  By  Rev.  John  S.  C.  Abbott. 
Appealing  to  the  good  sense  and  good  citizenship  of  unconverted  men.  IGmo.  4 cents 
paper;  postage,  2 cents  on  3 copies. 

HUSH  ! By  Rev.  S.  Martin,  of  London,  on  sins  of  the  tongue.  18mo.  Paper,  4 cents. 

‘‘JUDGE  NOT.”  By  Rev.  John  H.  Raymond,  LL.  D.,  President  of  Vassar  College.  A 
word  in  season  on  charity.  18mo.  3 cents,  paper. 

“COME!”  An  invitation.  By  Rev.  J.  C.  Ryle.  32mo.  Paper,  3 cents. 


YOUNG  LADY’S  GUIDE.  Steel  frontispiece.  This  fine  volume  contains  the  choicest 
portions  of  the  very  best  writings  for  young  ladies,  by  such  authors  as  Sarah  Tytler,  Mrs. 
Sidney  Cox,  the  author  of  “ John  Halifax,”  Henry  Rogers  of  the  “Greyson  Letters,”  Mrs. 
Ellis,  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Williams  and  John  Angell  James.  It  is  full  of  suggestions  by  which 
every  girl  in  the  land  might  firofit.  Large  12mo.  $1  25;  extra,  $1  75. 

“It  should  be  read  and  studied  by  the  young  ladies  of  the  present  day,  many  of  whom 
are  spending  the  morning  of  life  in  folly  and  fashionable  dissipation,  to  the  neglect  of  the 
culture  of  their  minds,  and  to  the  injury  of  their  bodies  and  souls.  The  book  is  one  of  rare 
value  to  the  family.”  Presb.  Banner. 

BEASTS  AND  BIRDS  OF  AMERICA.  Sixty-four  pages  ; 23  engravings.  Paper,  40 
cents ; boards,  50  cents. 

BEASTS  AND  BIRDS  OF  EUROPE  AND  ASIA.  Sixty-four  pages;  20  engravings.  Pa- 
per, 40  cents;  boards,  50  cents. 

BEASTS  AND  BIRDS  OF  AFRICA.  Sixty-four  pages;  25  engravings.  Pai^er,  40  cents; 
boards,  50  cents. 
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WILD  BEASTS  AND  BIRDS  OF  AMERICA.  Sixty-four  pages;  22  engravings.  Paper, 
40  cents ; boards,  50  cents. 

The  above  four  books  contain  charming  pen-photographs  of  the  most  famous  and  the 
most  curious  beasts  and  birds  of  the  four  continents.  By  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hallock^  author  of 
“That  Sweet  Story  of  Old,”  and  other  valuable  books  for  children.  Small  quarto  in  size, 
they  have  each  a beautiful  illuminated  cover,  the  engravings  are  very  fine,  and  all  very 
attractive.  The  four  parts  are  also  bound  in  one  volume  cloth,  price,  $2;  gilt,  $2  50. 

EDITH  SOMERS;  or,  A Child’s  Influence.  By  Mrs.  E.  S.  Gurley,  Washington,  D.  C. 
16mo.  Five  engravings.  80  cents. 

CHILD’S  LIFE  OF  DANIEL.  By  the  author  of  “ That  Sweet  Story  of  Old,”  etc.  Twelve 
fine  engravings.  Square  18mo.  75  cents. 

SECRETS  REVEALED.  Four  engravings.  An  original  story  of  schoolJboy  life  and  early 
manhood.  It  erects  another  beacon-light  against  intemperance.  16mo.  75  cents. 

GRANDMAMMA’S  TRUNK-FULL  OF  STORIES.  A delightful  story-book  for  young 
children.  Twelve  fine  cuts.  18mo.  60  cents.  # 

ALONE  IN  LONDON.  Four  engravings.  Another  volume  of  thrilling  interest,  by  the 
ever-welcome  authoress  of  “ Jessica’s  First  Prayer.”  Square  18mo.  60  cents. 

JONAS  CLARE.  A temperance  story  of  deep  interest.  Four  engravings.  16mo.  60cts. 

PETER  MIDLER.  Two  engravings.  The  record  of  a lawless  boy  rising  to  an  honorable 
and  successful  life.  18mo.  85  cents. 

THE  NEW  LIFE;  or.  Counsels  to  Inquirers  and  Converts.  By  Rev.  J.  U.  Parsons.  A 
fresh  book,  well  fitted  to  be  widely  scattered  in  times  of  refreshing.  18mo.  20  cents. 

THE  CHILD’S  PICTURES.  A charming  book,  with  a cut  on  each  page,  and  pleasant, 
suggestive  thoughts  about  it.  64  pages,  18mo.  25  cents. 

THE  YOUNG  WOMAN:  HER  PURSUITS  AND  PROSPECTS.  By  a Father.  An  admi- 
rable  little  casket  of  good  things  for  young  ladies.  18mo.  20  cents. 

THE  NEVERS.  One  fine  cut.  Stories  about  the  nevers  in  common  language,  and  in  the 
Bible.  32mo.  20  cents. 

CHARITY’S  BIRTHDAY  TEXT.  Two  cuts.  A capital  story,  showing  the  divine  power 
of  the  charity  that  “ suffereth  long  and  is  kind.”  32mo.  20c. 

CORNER  HOUSES.  One  engraving.  The  history  of  two  neighbors,  and  how  the  hatred 
of  one  grew,  and  how  it  was  turned  to  love.  32mo.  20  cents. 

SAFEGUARD  FOR  THE  YOUNG.  By  Rev.  Wm.  Wisner,  D.  D.  32mo.  3 cents. 

NEW  PACKETS. 

FOR  YOUNG  MEN.  Twelve  books,  18mo,  by  eminent  authors,  with  tinted  paper  cov- 
ers, in  two  packets.  Packet  I.,  25  cents;  Packet  II.,  30  cents. 

ILLUSTRATED  CARDS  FOR  CHILDREN.  Packets  A and  B,  each  with  16  cards,  32mo, 
and  a fine  colored  cut,  with  a beautiful  hymn  on  each  card.  20  cents  a packet, 

ILLUSTRATED  CARDS  FOR  CHILDREN.  Packets  I.  and  II.,  each  containing  12  cards, 
large  32mo.  Colored  cut  and  a hymn  on  each  card.  25  cents  a packet. 

THIRTY-SIX  PICTURE  CARDS  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST.  With  a colored-  border, 
and  an  engraving  on  each,  followed  by  a Scripture  lesson  on  one  side,  and  a beautiful  hymn 
on  the  other.  18mo.  30  cents. 

PEI^IODICALS. 

THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGER,  a monthly  newspaper  at  25  cents  a year;  five  copies  to 
one  address,  $1;  twenty  copies,  $3  50;  forty  copies,  $6.  Announces  new  publications. 

THE  BOTSCHAFTER,  or  Messenger  in  German.  Terms  the  same  as  the  Messenger. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER,  beautifully  illustrated ; at  eight  copies  for  $1:  forty  copies,  $5; 
one  hundred  copies,  $12. 

THE  MORNING  LIGHT,  an  illustrated  monthly  for  beginners.  Terms  the  same  as 
those  of  the  Child’s  Paper. 

THE  DEUTSCHER  VOLKSFREUND,  a new  weekly  family  journal,  $2  a year;  twenty 
copies  for  $32.  Single  numbers  5 cents  each. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  CHRISTIAN  WEEKLY,  a new  and  beautiful  pictorial  paper  for 
home  and  Sabbath  reading.  Terms,  5 cents  a single  number;  $2  a year;  20  copies  for  $32. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC,  1872.  10  cents  single,  $1  per 
dozen,  $7  a hundred,  $69  a thousand.  Postage,  two  cents  each  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 


An  Honorable  Ambition. — Rev.  J.  M.  Tlioburn,  long  a Methodist  missionary  in  India, 
thus  estimates  the  importance  and  praiseworthy  tendency  of  their  work:  “ Putting  aside  all 
purely  worldly  considerations,  and,  moreover,  leaving  the  next  world  wholly  out  of  the 
account,  so  wretched  does  the  moral  condition  of  the  people  appear  to  me,  that  I could 
gladly  devote  my  life  to  the  missionary  work,  if  it  proposed  nothing  further  than  simply  ele- 
vating their  morals  to  the  very  imperfect  standard  of  my  native  land.  To  do  that  alone 
would  be  to  create  a nation.” 

A Cause  for  Thankfulness.— The  overthrow  of  the  empire  and  the  crippling  of  the 
military  power  of  France  by  the  war,  will  check  the  future  interference  of  the  papists  with 
Protestant  missions.  The  Jesuits  have  had  the  willing  and  powerful  aid  of  France  in  advan- 
cing their  mission  work  ; and  in  their  intriguing  efforts  to  undermine  and  overthrow  the 
influence  of  Protestant  missionaries  in  Syria,  Madagascar,  and  the  South  Sea  Islands.  They 
have  not  relied  so  much  upon  the  force  of  argument  as  upon  the  overw'helming  power  of 
French  bayonets  and  French  brandy. 

“Ring  out  the  Old,  Ring  in  the  New.” — In  the  very  centre  and  on  the  crowning 
height  of  Mohammedan  Beyrout,  where,  until  AVithin  a few  years,  Cliristianity  was  always 
persecuted  and  often  in  danger,  there  now  stands  a new  and  beautiful  Protestant  chapel, 
from  whose  tower  a flne  large  bell  rings  out  the  hours  of  the  day,  and  invites  the  people  to 
the  free  worship  of  God.  In  both  ways  it  loudly  proclaims  the  waning  of  the  crescent  and 
the  rising  of  the  cross — that  old  things  have  passed  away  and  all  things  are  becoming  new. 

Peabody  Education  Fund. — The  annual  income  of  this  fund  now  amounts  to  $120,000, 
of  wliich  $10,000  are  devoted  to  contingent  expenses.  The  remainder  is  approiDriated  in  aid 
of  free  public  schools  in  the  Southern  states,  the  people  of  each  place  providing  the  larger 
part  of  the  necessary  means.  During  the  year  1870,  213  towns,  districts,  and  institutions 
received  aid  to  the  amount  of  $108,900,  the  people  benefited  raising  about  $500,000  among 
themselves  for  the  same  schools.  A few  years  since  Richmond,  Va.,  had  no  public  schools, 
The  first  annual  apiiroiiriation  for  Richmond  from  the  Peabody  fund  was  $2,000,  while  the 
city  raised  $10,000.  In  1870,  while  only  $2,000  was  given  from  the  fund,  the  citizens  raised 
$42,000,  sux^porting  39  schools  for  whites  and  33  for  blacks. 

Unexpected  Sympathy. — A Hindoo  widow  lady  has  sent  a donation  of  G,000  rupees,  or 
$2,500,  to  the  missionaries  of  the  London  J.Iissionary  Society  at  Berhampore,  to  aid  in 
enlarging  and  fitting  ux>  a building  for  a school. 

Missionary  Success.— Rev.  A.  R.  R.  Crawley,  missionary  to  Burmah,  having  attended  a 
meeting  of  one  of  the  eight  associations  of  the  Karen  churches,  was  greatly  imi^ressed  by 
the  zeal  and  intelhgence  of  the  native  Christians.  He  says  that  it  is  the  oiunioii  of  the  mis- 
sionaries that  their  work  among  the  heathen  i)opulation  is  about  done,  and  that  that  labor 
should  now  be  committed  to  the  20,000  Karon  Christians,  who  show  that  they  have  the  true 
missionary  sinrit  for  carrying  on  the  work  among  their  heathen  countrymen.  Other  mis- 
sionaries state  that  tlie  Burmans  were  never  so  anxious  to  hear  about  Christ  and  the  way  of 
salvation  as  now. 

In  a'  Dilemma. — The  spread  of  Christianity  in  Jaiian  excites  varied  feelings  among  the 
Buddhists.  A number  of  their  bishops  have  extensively  circulated  a bitter  x>rotest  against 
“the  perverse  religion  of  Jesus,  as  a calamity  which  menaces  the  cminre.”  On  the  other 
hand,  the  American  bisliop,  Williams,  states  that  there  is  such  a widespread  opinion  that 
Christianity  is  to  prevail,  that  prominent  Buddhists,  anxious  to  take  the  lead  among  those 
who  embrace  it,  are  preaching  up  points  of  similarity  between  the  two  religions.  The  estab- 
lished religion  in  Japan  prohibits  image- worship,  and  is  consequently  oiiposed  to  Buddhism 
and  Popery. 

Waning  Superstitions.— The  recent  remarriage  of  a Brahmin  widow  in  Bombay  greatly 
excited  the  rage  of  the  fanatical  Hindoos,  who  brought  a civil  suit  against  the  reform  lead- 
ers. As  the  courts  did  not  sustain  it,  the  iiriests  excommunicated  them.  This  severe  pun- 
ishment was  protested  against  by  six^y  intelligent  Brahmins,  who  for  their  presumption 
were  also  excommunicated.  Instead  of  stopx>ing  the  oioposition,  others  joined  the  number, 
until  135  were  excommunicated.  Thirty  more  then  dared  the  vengeance  of  the  priests,  who 
have  at  last  been  brought  to  see  that  they  cannot  thus  check  the  spread  of  the  truth,  and  the 
thirty  still  remain  in  caste.  Intelligent  Hindoos  and  native  princes  are  now  protesting 
against  the  pernicious  custom  of  early  marriages.  The  king  of  Bavoda  has  summoned  a 
council  of  priests  and  learned  men,  informing  them  that  he  favors  the  remarriage  of  the 
Hindoo  widows,  is  opposed  to  child  marriages,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  proclaim  it  lawful  and 
proper  for  any  Hindoo  to  visit  England  without  xircjudice  to  LIBRARY  OF  THE 
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y J.VN.  1,  Circumcision  of  our  Lord;  6,  Epiphany;  7,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Epiph. ; 14,  2d  Sund.  aft.  ^ 
Epipli. ; 21,  od  Suiid.  aft,  Epiph.;  25,  Conver.  of  St.  Paul;  28,  Septuagesinia  Sund.  Ekb.  2, 

^ Piu-if.  of  Virgin  Mary;  4 Sexagesima  Sund.;  11,  Quinquagcshna  Sund.;  14,  Ash-Wednesday  ; 

IS,  1st  Sund.  ill  Lent ; 24,  St.  Matthias ; 25,  2d  S.  in  Lent.  Maiich  3,  3d  Sund.  in  Lent;  10,  4th 
V Sund.  in  Lent;  17,  5th  Sund.  in  Lent;  24,  Sund.  bef.  Easter;  25,  Annun.  of  Virgin  Mary,  and  J 
^ Mon.  bef.  Easter;  20,  Tues.  bef.  Easter;  27,  Wed.  bef.  Ea  , 28,  Thurs.  bef.  Easter;  20,  Good  ^ 
Friday;  30,  Easter-even;  31,  Easter-day.  Apktl  1,  Mon  m Easter- week r 2,  Tues.  in  Easter- 
week;  7,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Easter;  14,  2d  Sund.  aft.  Faster;  21,  3d  Sund.  aft.  Easter;  25,  St.  Mark; 

2^,  4th  Sund.  aft.  Easter.  May  1,  Sts.  Philip  and  James ; 5,  oth  Sund.  aft.  Easter ; 9,  Asceii- 
Sion  day;  12,  Sund.  aft.  Ascension;  19,  Whit-Sunday;  20,  Mor.  ui  Whitsun-week ; 21,  Tues.  in  ^ 
AVhitsun-week;  20,  Trinity -Sunday.  June  2,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 9,  2d  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 11, 

^ St.  Barnabas;  16,  3d  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  23,  4th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  - 24.  Nativ.  of  St.  John  Baptist;  s 
29,  St.  Peter;  39,  5th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  July  7,  Oth  Sund.  ait  T ti. ; 14,  7th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  i 

> 21,  8th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  25,  St.  James;  28,  Oth  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  Aug.  4,  10th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  <s  i 

11,  11th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.:  18,  12th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  24,  St.  Bartholomew;  25,  13th  Sund.  aft. 

> Trill.  Sept.  1,  14th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 8,  15th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  15,  16th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 21,  St.  < 
Matthew;  22,  17th  Sund.  aft  Trin.;  29,  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels,  and  18th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. 

> Oct.  0,  19th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 19,  29th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 18,  St.  Luke  Evan. ; 20,  21st  Sund.  < 
aft.  Trill.;  27,  22d  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  28,  Sts.  Simon  and  Jude.  Nov.  1,  All-Saints-day ; 3,  23d 

> Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  19,  21th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  17,  25th  Sund.  aft.  Trim;  24,  20th  Sund.  aft.  Trim;  < 

39,  St.  Andrew.  1)ec.  1,  AdvSnt  Sundiy;  8,  2d  Sund.  in  Advent;  15,  3d  Sund.  in  Advent; 

> 2L,  St.  Thomas;  22,  4th  Sund.  in  Advent;  25,  Christmas  ; 20,  St.  Stephen  ; 27,  St.  John  Lvan. ; ✓ 

28,  Innocents;  29,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Christmas.  ' ^ 


RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 


> Letters,  prepaid  by  stamps,  3 cts.  each  1 oz.  o^  fraction  thereof,  to  all  parts  of  tlie  United 
State.i;  forwarded  to  another  Post-office  without  charge,  on  request  of  the  person  addressed;  if 

> not  called  for,  returne<l  to  the  writer  free,  if  endorsed  with  that  request.  ^ If  the  stamp  is  omit- 
ted, the  letter  is  forwarded  to  the  Dead-letter  office,  and  returned  to  the  writer.  Drop  or  local 

> letters,  2 cts.  eacU  A oz.  prepaid,  and  all  letters  and  papers  delivered  in  cities  free  of  charge. 
Circulars,  unsealed,  Avith  no  Avriting,  2 cts.  for  every  three  circulars  to  one  address. 

> Newspapers  to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  regular  subscribers,  payable  quarterly  in 
advance,  weekly,  not  over. 4 oz.,  5 cts.  a quarter,  and  5 cts.  for  each-^ldir^nial  4 oz.j  and  an 
additional  5 cts.  for  each  additional  issue,  dailies  six  times  a week  beine  30  cts^a  quartfer...  All 
other  regular  periodicals  sent  to  subscribers,  1 ct.  for  less  than  4 oz.  We  newspapers  free  in 

w the  county  AAffiere  issued.  Small  periodicals  referred  to  the  Postmash  r-General.  . - 

[r  Books,  not  over  4 oz.,  4 cts. ; and  4 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  or  fr:»ction  thereof;  prepaid. 

^ Other  miscellaneous  packages,  not  OA^er  4 oz.,  2 cts.,  and  2 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  pre- 

^ paid.  Limited  to  32  oz.,  and  so  Avrapped  that  the  coiUeni'i  maybe  seen.  These  unbound 
^ miscellaneous  packages  include  Iransient  papers,  proofs,  manuscripts  for  books,  cards,  samples, 
cuttings,  roots,  and  all  similar  articles  allowed  in  the  mads.  Money,  from  .$1  to  $50,  can  be 
..  sent  with  safety  through  the  principal  postoffices  of  the  Lnxted  States  by  bryi  P.  O.  Money 
^ Orders  : fees,  for  less  than  $20,  10c. ; $20  to  $30,  15c. ; $30  to  $40.  20c. ; $40  to  $o0',  25c. 

Foreign  Postage.  The  folloAving  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
^ each  half  ounce:  To  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  6 cts. ; to  France,  Belgium,  and  Holland, 
10  cts.  By  the  North  German  Union  mails,  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Hamburg  and  to  any 
^ part  of  Germany  or  Austria,  is  7 cts. ; to  Denmark  10  cts. ; to  SAveden  and  tialy;  11  cts  ; to 
NorAA^ay  and  Turkey,  12  cts.;  to  Greece  15,  to  Egypt  17,  to  Japan  and  Burmah  24  cts.  By  Eng- 

> land  to  Switzerland,  19  cts. ; to  llussia,  12  cts.  By  the  closed  mails,  or  by  French  mail,  the 
postage  is  about  3 cts.  higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  as  above  is  optional;  also  to  Canada 

^ and  the  British  North  American  states,  AAffiere  the  postage  is  10  cts.,  or  6 cts.  if  prepaid.  To  the 
following,  postage  must  be  prepaid:  To  British  West  Indies,  Cuba,  Aspinwall,  Panama,  Mexico, 

> 10  cts. ; to  Brazil,  15  cts. ; to  Ncav  Granada,  18  cts. ; to  Peru.  Ecuador,  Bolma,  and  Chili,  22  cts. ; 
to  Sandwich  Islands,  6 cts.  By  San  Francisco  to  Japan,  China,  Australia.  'Singapore,  New 

^ South  Wales,  10  cts.  To  East  Indies,  10  to  30  cts. 
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PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY 
IMay  be  had  at  150  Nassau-street,  New  York,  S.  W.  STEBBINS,  Depositary. 
BOSTON,  N.  E.  Branch,  110  Washington-st.,  K.  E.  Si.umons,  Agent. 

KOCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  75  State-st..  O.  D.  Grosvenor,  Agent. 

PHILADELPHIA,  1408  Chestnut-st. , H.  N.  Thissell,  Agent. 
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THE  CONNECTION  BETWEEN  LIGHT  ANB  MAGNETISM. 

When  the  Sun’s  atmosphere  Is  violently  agitated  and  its  brillianey  undergoes  sudden 
transitions,  the  motions  of  the  magnetic  needle  show  that  the  magnetic  equilibrium  of 
our  world  is  at  the  same  time  disturbed.  Thus  the  astronomers  Hodgson  and  Carrington, 
one  in  Oxford,  the  other  in  London,  were  on  September  1,  1859,  at  the  same  instant  ob- 
serving a large  group  of  Sun  spots,  when,  on  a sudden,  two  intensely  bright  patches  of 
light  appeared  in  front  of  the  cluster.  At  the  very  moment  these  brilliant  patches  ap- 
peared, the  self-registering  magnetic  needle  in  the  Kew  observatory  swung  from  its  ordi- 
nary position,  with  sharp  and  sudden  jerks  ; and  it  was  subsequently  found  that,  at  the 
very  same  time,  the  whole  globe  was  thrilled  by  a strange  magnetic  power  ; for  the  needle 
was  observed  to  be  powerfully  agitated  throughout  North  America,  Europe,  Northern  Asia, 
and  even  in  Australia.  These  phenomena  did  not  immediately  disappear.  During  the 
first  five  minutes  the  Sun  spots  extended  over  a space  of  thirty-four  thousand  miles  ; and 
hours  passed  away  before  the  Earth  regained  its  ordinary  magnetic  state. 


ASTRONOMICAL  DISCOVERIES  IN  THE  YEAR  18T1. 

Two  periodic  comets,  Encke’s  and  Tuttle’s,  returned  during  the  year,  and  being  exam- 
ined by  the  spectrum  analysis,  showed  the  lines  peculiar  to  glowing  gas — which  does  not 
lessen  the  mystery  of  their  appearance  and  motions.  There  are  three  new  comets  and 
five  new  asteroids,  bringing  up  the  number  of  planets  between  Mars  and  Jupiter  to  117. 
Astronomers  have  also,  by  the  aid  of  the  spectroscope,  demonstrated  that  the  Sun’s  coro- 
na, seen  in  total  solar  eclipses,  belongs  to  the  Sun,  and  is  not  an  appearance  due  to  the 
Earth’s  atmosphere. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  CONSTELLATIONS. 

The  most  ancient  references  to  groups  of  stars  are  found  in  the  book  of  Job,  9:9; 
26  : 13  ; 28  ; 31,  32.  According  to  the  best  Greek  authorities,  Egypt  and  Assyria  produced 
the  earliest  astronomers.  Travellers  in  oriental  deserts  directed  their  course  by  northern 
constellations,  and  Sidonian  mariners  nightly  steered  their  ships  by  the  “Little  Bear.” 
Greece  probably  received  the  knowledge  of  Astronomy  through  Phoenicia.  The  Greek 
poets  Homer  and  Hesiod  refer  to  Arcturus,  Sirius,  the  Pleiades,  the  Hyades,  Orion,  and 
the  Bear.  These  poets  lived  between  seven  hundred  and  fifty  and  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
years  before  Christ.  Nearly  four  hundred  years  before  Christ  all  the  leading  constella- 
tions had  received  their  names  ; for  about  that  time  Eudoxus,  of  Cnidus,  wrote  an  account 
of  them. 


A FACT  WORTH  REMEMBERING. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  date  of  events  in  the  “ new  style,”  we  have  to  deduct  from 
the  “ old  style  ” ten  days  for  the  sixteenth  century,  ten  for  the  seventeenth,  eleven  for  the  eigh- 
teenth, and  twelve  for  the  nineteenth.  Some  able  historians  have  fallen  into  blunders  by 
neglecting  the  growing  ditference  between  the  two  styles. 


THE  UNSTABLE  EXISTENCE  OF  THE  COMETS. 

In  January,  1846,  Biela’s  comet  divided  itself  into  two  parts,  almost  under  the  eyes  of 
the  observers,  and  each  part  pursued  its  course  separately.  As  this  comet  did  not  return 
at  the  time  the  computation  for  the  year  1866  led  astronomers  to  expect,  they  now  con- 
clude that  it  has  totally  disappeared. 

Most  of  the  comets  pass  through  orbits  that  render  probable  a conjunction  of  two  com- 
ets at  one  and  the  same  point  of  the  heavenly  space,  and  even  a collision  of  a comet  with 
a planet  at  some  time  or  other  is  absolutely  certain.  Astronomers  have  by  very  recent 
computations  demonstrated  that  a conjunction  of  three  or  even  five  comets  at  once  is 
possible  ; it  is  therefore  easy  to  comprehend  that  their  existence  is  exceedingly  unstable. 


ANALYSIS  OF  SOLAR  AND  STELLAR  LIGHT. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  branches  of  astronomical  experiment  of  late  years  has 
been  the  observation  by  the  telescope  of  the  spectra  of  the  light  emitted  by  the  Sun  and 
stars,  and  the  comparison  of  these  spectra  with  those  found  by  the  spectroscope  in  observ- 
ing the  heated  luminous  vapors  produced  by  the  combustion  of  metals  ami  gases. 
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KCL.IPSES. 

There  will  be  four  eclipses  this  year,  as  follows  : 

].  A Total  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  May  12,  in  the  morning,  which  will  be  partial  and  vis- 
ible from  Boston  west  to  Chicago,  and  west  of  Chicago 
the  Eclipse  will  be  total.  The  Moon  sets  with  the  Eclipse 
upon  it,  except  at  San  Francisco. 

II.  A Partial  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  May  26,  the  Sun  rising 
partly  eclipsed  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  part  of 
Vermont  and  Eastern  Massachusetts.  At  Portland, 
Maine,  the  Eclipse  ends  at  4h.  37m.,  about  eight  minutes 
after  sunrise.  In  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  Mas- 
sachusetts there  will  be  scarcely  more  than  a contact  of 
limbs. 

III.  A Total  Eclipse  of  the  Moon  November  4,  which 
will  be  visible  as  a partial  Eclipse  in  California  and  Ore- 
gon. At  San  Francisco,  and  at  Portland,  Or.,  it  begins  at 
5h.  56m.  in  the  morning,  the  Moon  setting  with  the  Eclipse 
upon  it. 

IV.  A Partial  Eclipse  of  the  Sun  November  19  ; visible  in  the  Southern  Ocean. 


PLACES. 
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morn. 

Total 

begins 

morn. 
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4 46 
4 34 
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2 25 
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New  Orleans  -- 
St  Louis  - 

San  Fran  cisco -- 
Portland,  Or.  - - - 

MORNING  STARS. 

Venus  after  May  5. 

Mars  until  January  17. 

Jupiter  after  September  4. 

Saturn  from  January  13  to  April  22. 


EVENING  STARS. 

Venus  until  May  5. 

Mars  after  January  17. 

Jupiter  until  September  4. 

Saturn  until  January  13,  and  after  April  22. 


PLACES  OP  THE  PLANETS. 


TIME. 
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PLANETS  BRIGHTEST. 

Mercury,  January  8,  May  6,  and  September  2,  rising  then  before  the  Sun;  also,  March 
15,  July  13,  and  November  7,  setting  then  after  the  Sun.  Venus,  March  29  and  June  10. 
Mars,  April  27,  Jupiter,  February  14.  Saturn,  July  21. 

M 

THE  FOUR  SEASONS. 


Winter  begins,  1872,  December  21, 

Spring  “ 1873,  March  20, 

Summer  “ 1873,  June  21, 

Autumn  “ 1873,  September  22, 

Winter  “ 1873,  December  21, 
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Solar  Cycle 
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Jewish  Lunar  Cycle  - 


Dionysian  Period 202 

Julian  Period 6586 


Septuagesima  Sund.,  Feb.  9 
Sexagesima  “ “ 16 

Quinquagesima  “ “ 23 

Ash  Wednesday,  “ 26 

Quadragesima  Sund.,Mar.  2 
Mid-Lent  Sunday,  “ 23 

Palm  Sunday, Apr.  6 

Good  Friday, “ 11 


Easter  Sunday April  13 

Low  Sunday “ 20 

Rogation  Sunday  - - - May  18 

Ascension  Day “ 22 

Whit-Sunday June  1 

Trinity  Sunday “ 8 

Corpus  Christi “ 12 

Advent  Sunday Nov.  30 


CYCLES  OF  TIME  AND  CHURCH  DAYS. 
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CONJU3VCTIOJV  OF  PliANETS,  AND  OTHER  PHENOMENA. 
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JETS,  PL.UMES,  AND  ERUPTIONS  OP  THE  SUN. 

From  the  recent  discoveries  of  Angelo  Secchi  of  Rome,  and  Professor  Young  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  we  gather  some  facts  of  great  interest  as  to  the  physical  condition  of  the 
Sun.  The  spectroscope  makes  visible  to  us  certain  solar  “jets,”  “plumes,”  and  “out- 
bursts.” 


FIG.  1. 

Thus  fig.  1 exhibits  such  jets  as  are  not  often  seen  on  a great  scale  ; but  they  frequently 
extend  themselves  into  curved  shapes,  as  represented  in  fig.  2. 
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Tlie  transformation  from  the  appearance  in  fig.  1 to  that  in  fig.  2 occupies  about  twenty 
minutes.  The  change  is  not  gradual,  but  one  form  passes  quickly  into  the  other  after  a 
sliort  interval  of  seeming  tranquillity.  Sometimes,  as  in  fig.  3, 


# 


branches  appear,  rising  in  the  same  direction  as  the  stock  ; at  other  times  the  jets  are 
like  the  heads  of  immense  palm-trees  with  gracefully  curving  branches. 


FIG.  4. 

Fig.  4 is  an  example  of  the  plumes.  The  masses  of  streamers  diverging  from  three 
centres  join  and  form  arcades  through  which  appear  black  spaces.  When  these  streamers 
are  more  numerous  and  extended,  they  appear  as  in  fig.  5. 


FIG.  5. 


Here  the  crossings  of  the  collections  of  threads  in  diflTerent  directions  produce  cornered 
interstices. 

Secchi  also  describes  what  he  terms  “solar  clouds.”  One  class  of  clouds  is  produced 
by  the  breaking  up  of  “plumes  others  appear  to  be  plumes  that  are  detached  from  any 
apparent  source,  as  in  fig.  6. 


FIG.  3. 
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FIG.  6. 


This  shows,  it  is  conjectured,  that  plumes  do  not  always  require  to  be  projected  from 
an  orifice,  but  can  sometimes  take  their  origin  from  gaseous  matter.  Jets  also  have  even 
been  seen  directed  downwards,  like  a fiery  rain.  < 

Professor  Young  gives  an  account  of  an  actual  eruption  of  matter  from  the  Sun.  It 
was  tlie  most  wonderful  that  has  yet  been  witnessed.  On  the  7th  of  September,  1871,  he 
had  been  examining  an  enormous  hydrogen  cloud  on  the  eastern  limb  of  the  Sun.  “It 
had  remained,”  he  says,  “with  very  little  change  since  the  preceding  noon,  a long,  low, 
quiet-looking  cloud,  not  very  dense  or  brilliant,  nor  was  it  any  way  remarkable  except 
for  its  size.  It  was  made  up  mostly  of  filaments  that  were  nearly  horizontal,  and  that 
floated  above  the  “ chromosphere,  ” with  its  lower  surface  at  a height  of  fifteen  thousand 
miles,  but  was  connected  with  it,  as  is  usually  the  case,  by  three  or  four  vertical  columns, 
bright  and  more  active  than  the  rest,  as  in  fig.  7. 


FIG.  7. 


It  measured  one  hundred  thousand  miles  in  length  and  in  height  fifty-four  thousand  miles. 

At  half-past  twelve  Professor  Young  wa»s  called  away,  but  returned  in  less  than  half 
an  hour.  At  the  time  of  leaving  he  says  there  was  no  indication  of  what  was  about  to 
happen,  except  that  one  of  the  stems  of  the  southern  extremity  of  the  cloud  had  grown 
considerably  higher,  and  was  curiously  bent  on  one  side  ; while  near  the  base  of  another, 
at  the  northern  end,  a little  brilliant  lump  had  developed  itself,  shaped  much  like  a sum- 
mer thunder-head. 

On  returning,  the  professor  found  that  in  the  meantime  the  whole  thing  had  literally 
been  blown  to  shreds  by  some  inconceivable  uprush  from  beneath.  In  place  of  the  q^t 
cloud  he  had  left,  he  found  the  space  filled  with  melted  and  flying  debris,  brighter  and 
closer  together  than  the  pillars  formerly  stood,  and  rapidly  descending.  When  he  first 
looked  some  of  the  fragments  had  reached  a height  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  miles  ; 
and  while  he  watched  them  they  rose  with  a motiqn  almost  perceptible  to  the  eye,  until, 
in  ten  minutes,  the  uppermost  were  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  miles  above  the 
surface  of  the  Sun.  Some  idea  of  the  appearance  of  the  filaments  at  the  greatest  elevation 
may  be  formed  from  fig.  8.  As  the  filaments  rose  they  gradually  faded  away  like  a dis- 
solving cloud. 

But  meanwhile  the  little  thunder-head  (represented  on  the  left  side  of  figs.  7 and  8)  had 
developed  into  a mass  of  rolling  and  ever-changing  flame.  At  first  it  was  crowded  down, 
as  it  were,  along  the  solar  surface  ; later  it  rose  almost  pyramidally  fifty  thousand  miles 
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FIG.  8. 

in  height ; then  its  summit  was  drawn  out  into  long  filaments  or  threads,  which  were 
most  curiously  rolled  backwards  and  downwards,  like  the  volutes  of  an  Ionic  capital ; 
and  finally,  about  half-past  two,  it  vanished  like  the  other. 


Fig.  9 shows  it  in  its  full  development,  as  seen  and  sketched  by  the  professor  at  five 
minutes  before  two  o’clock.  The  whole  phenomenon,  he  says,  suggested  the  idea  of  an 
explosion  under  the  great  prominence,  followed  by  a corresponding  inrush  ; and  he  thinks 
it  “far  from  impossible  that  the  mysterious  coronal  streams,  if  they  turn  out  to  be  truly 
solar,  as  now  seems  likely,  may  find  their  origin  and  explanation  in  such  events.” 

Professor  Proctor  of  England  is  of  the  opinion  that  these  discoveries  of  Professor 
Young  afford  evidence  that  the  phenomena  of  the  eruptive  prominences  are  directly  and 
intimately  connected  with  the  phenomena  of  the  outbreak  of  spots  on  the  sun’s  globe  or 
“photosphere.”  He  thinks  they  also  furnish  the  means  of  measuring  the  velocity  with 
which  matter,  ejected  from  the  sun,  rushes  through  the  lower  strata  of  the  solar  atmo- 
sphere. 


FIG.  9. 
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3d  MONTH.  MARCH, ^1873.  si  days. 
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4:tll  MONTH. 


APRIL,  1873 


30  DAYS. 


MOON’S  PHASES. 
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NEW  YORK. 
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CHICAGO. 

D. 
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Full  Moon 
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4 31  ev. 
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MOON’S  PHASES. 

BOSTON. 

NEW  YORE. 

WASH’TON. 

CIIARLES’N. 

CHICAGO. 

Fir-st  Quarter 

Full  Moon  ........ 

Third  Qiuarter 

New  Moon 

n. 

4 

12 

19 

26 

H M. 

7 49  mo. 
6 31  mo. 
6 16  mo. 
4 36  mo. 

H.  M. 

7 37  mo. 
6 22  mo. 
6 4 mo. 
4 24  mo. 

H.  M. 

7 25  mo. 
6 10  mo. 

5 52  mo. 
4 12  mo. 

H.  M. 

7 1 3 mo. 
5 58  mo. 
5 40  mo. 
4 0 mo. 

H.  M. 

6 43  mo. 
5 28  mo. 
5 10  mo. 
3 30  mo. 
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MAY,  1873. 
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Tltp 

I knoT7  not  wliat  shall  befall  me, 

God  hangs  a mist  o'er  my  eyes ; 
For  each  step  in  my  onward  path 
He  makes  new  scenes  to  rise, 

And  every  joy  he  sends  me 
Comes  as  a sweet  surprise. 

I see  not  a step  before  me, 

As  I tread  on  another  year, 

But  the  past  is  still  in  God’s  keeping. 
The  future  his  mercy  shall  clear, 
And  what  looks  dark  in  the  distance 
May  brighten  as  I draw  near. 

For  j)erhaps  the  dreaded’  future 
Has  less  bitter  than  I think  ; 

The  Lord  may  sweeten  the  waters 
Before  I stoop  to  drink ; 

Or  if  Marah  must  be  Marah, 

He  will  stand  beside  its  brink. 

It  may  be  he  has,  waiting 
For  the  coming  of  my  feet, 

Some  gift  of  such  rare  value, 

Some  joy  so  strangely  sweet. 

That  my  lips  shall  only  tremble 

With  the  thanks  they  cannot  speak. 

Oh,  restful,  blissful  ignorance  ! 

’T  is  blessed  not  to  know  ; 

It  keeps  me  still  in  those  arms 
Which  will  not  let  me  go, 

And  hushes  my  soul  to  rest 

In  the  bosom  that  loved  me  so  ! 

So  I go  on — not  knowing  ; 

I would  not,  if  I might. 

Bather  walking  with  God  in  the  dark 
Than  going  alone  in  the  light ; 
Bather  walking  with  Christ  by  faith 
Than  walking  alone  by  sight. 
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My  heart  shrinks  back  from  trials 
Which  the  future  may  disclose, 

Yet  I never  had  a sorrow 

But  what  the  dear  Lord  chose  ; 

So  I send  the  coming  tears  back 

With  the  whispered  word — He  knows.” 

M 

id  |id^  fdgdiltPPf 

1st.  Must  not  fancy,  because  they  are  thrown  together  now,  that  all 
their  lives  have  been  exactly  similar  up  to  the  present  time  ; that  they 
started  exactly  alike,  and  that  they  are  to  be  for  the  future  of  the  same 
mind.  Not  to  interfere  unreasonably  with  them,  not  to  ridicule  their 
tastes,  not  to  question  their  resolves,  not  to  indulge  in  constant  com- 
ment on  their  proceedings,  are  all  based  upon  a clear  perception  of  the 
simple  fact  that  they  are  not  one. 

2d.  Avoid  stock  subjects  of  dispute.  It  often  happens,  when  peo- 
ple live  much  together,  that  they  come  to  have  certain  set  topics  which 
they  disagree  upon  and  quarrel  over,  with  many  angry  words  and  much 
mortified  vanity,  and  a constant  drifting  to  them  even  from  subjects 
which  at  first  sight  seem  quite  foreign  from  them. 

3d.  If  people  wish  to  live  well  together,  they  must  not  hold  too 
much  to  logic,  and  suppose  everything  is  to  be  settled  by  a sufficient 
reason.  Dr.  Johnson  saw  this  clearly  with  regard  to  married  people, 
when  he  said  : “Wretched  would  be  the  pair  above  all  names  of  wretch- 
edness who  should  be  doomed  every  morning  to  adjust  by  reason  all 
the  minute  details  of  a domestic  day.  There  is  no  time  for  reasonings, 
and  nothing  that  is  worth  them.” 

4th.  Let  not  familiarity  swallow  up  all  courtesy.  Many  of  us  have 
a habit  of  saying  to  those  with  whom  we  five  such  things  as  we  say 
about  strangers  behind  their  backs.  There  is  no  place,  however,  where 
real  politeness  is  of  more  value  than  where  we  generally  think  it  would 
be  most  superfluous.  You  may  say  more  truth,  or  rather  speak  out 
more  plainly  to  your  associates,  but  not  less  courteously,  than  you  do 
to  strangers. 

5th.  In  conciliating  those  we  live  with,  it  is  most  surely  done,  not 
by  consulting  their  interests,  nor  by  giving  way  to  their  opinions,  so 
much  as  by  not  offending  their  tastes.  The  most  refined  part  of  us  lies 
in  this  region  of  taste,  which  is  perhaps  the  result  of  our  whole  being 
rather  than  a part  of  our  nature,  and  at  any  rate  is  the  region  of  our 
most  subtle  sympathies  and  antipathies. 

It  may  be  said  that,  if  the  great  principles  of  Christianity  were 
attended  to,  all  such  rules  and  suggestions  as  the  above  would  be  need* 
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less.  True  enough  ! Great  principles  are  at  the  bottom  of  all  things  ; 
but  to  apply  them  to  daily  life,  many  little  rules,  precautions,  and 
insights  are  needed.  Such  things  hold  a middle  place  between  real  life 
and  principles,  moulding  the  one  and  expressing  the  other. 


fal.  Boioroan’’s  Fawiig  ^Har^, 

went  to  spend  a few  days  at  Colonel  Bowman’s.  Colonel  and  Mrs. 
Bowman  with  five  children,  and  his  father,  constituted  the  family.  The 
colonel  was  a very  busy  man,  with  all  sorts  of  irons  in  the  fire  ; and  as 
the  fire  was  always  glowing,  he  was  always  at  it. 

About  family  prayers,  that  is  what  I introduced  the  colonel  for.  Of 
course,  you  will  think  that  a man  so  engaged  about  this  world  would 
have  little  time  to  consider  the  affairs  of  the  next ; or  if  lie  did  give 
them  a respectful  consideration  on  Sunday,  it  w^as  only  the  more  to 
shuffle  them  off  on  Monday. 

The  family  altar  is  a great  inconvenience  to  some  men,  though  it 
was,  to  be  sure,  set  up  once  on  some  trying  emergency,  and  resorted  to 
in  others  since,  with  no  inconsiderable  zeal  and  sincerity.  But  gener- 
ally, in  good  and  favoring  weather,  it  is  often  in  the  way  ; business 
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presses,  mornings  are  short,  breakfast  is  late,  so  many  other  things  to 
occupy  the  mind ; if  the  altar  could  be  shoved  one  side,  overlooked, 
hurried  by,  bowed  respectfully  out,  the  time  gained  ! Well,  it  is  ; and 
whatever  sense  of  uneasiness  may  have  been  felt  in  the  neglect  is  soon 
swept  away  by  the  swift  currents  of  business. 

But  it  is  not  of  neglected  altars  I am  to  speak,  or  of  the  stiff,  for- 
mal, soulless  worship  too  often  offered  on  them ; hurried,  careless,  in- 
different words,  expressing  neither  gratitude,  penitence,  nor  sincerity  ; 
prayer  and  praises  which,  having  no  root  in  the  heart,  bear  no  fruit  in 
the  family. 

Colonel  Bownnan  had  a family  altar.  It  was  directly  beside  his 
breakfast- table.  Before  the  meal  was  taken,  the  servants  came  in,  one 
only  staying  out  to  overlook  the  cooking  dishes.  The  children  sat 
around  with  upturned  and  eager  faces.  On  the  first  morning  of  my 
stay,  the  twenty -third  Psalm  was  repeated  responsively.  The  colonel 
said,  “The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd;'’  the  family  adding,  “I  shall  not 
want.”  The  colonel,  “He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures;” 
the  family,  “ He  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters ;”  and  so  on  to  the 
end.  A verse  was  then  sung  standing,  “Jesus,  tender  Shepherd,  lead 
us.”  After  that  was  a short  prayer  to  the  “ Good  Shepherd.” 

On  the  second  morning,  “ We  will  hear  what  God’s  word  says  about 
the  tongue,”  said  the  colonel.  There  was  a knowing  and  shy  look 
among  the  younger  ones,  as  if  father  meant  something.  Mary  began  : 
“ Keep  thy  tongue  from  evil  and  thy  lips  from  speaking  guile.”  “ The 
tongue  of  the  just  is  as  choice  silver ; the  heart  of  the  wicked  is  little 
worth,”  said  George.  “The  lip  of  truth  shall  be  established  /or  ever/ 
responded  Lindon  with  marked  emphasis  ; “ but  a lying  tongue  is  but 
for  a mopient.”  “A  wholesome  tongue  is  a tree  of  life.”  All  had  a 
verse  but  one  of  the  servants,  who  could  not  think  of  one  in  a moment, 
and  mother  ended  with,  “ If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a 
IDerfect  man.  ” Father  then  described,  in  a few  words,  what  a “ whole- 
some tong-ue  ” is,  which,  I am  sure,  none  of  us  will  soon  forget.  Then 
we  knelt,  and  he  i^rayed  that  we  might  each  j)ossess  one.  We  all 
joined,  and  arose  from  our  knees,  even  the  smallest,  with  a desire  and 
determination  to  have  one,  for  that  day,  at  least.  Father’s  words  are 
seed-thoughts  not  easily  blown  away.  With  curiosity  and  interest  I 
arose  the  third  day.  “ What  will  be  the  subject  this  morning,  I won- 
der? ” as  I went  down  stairs  at  the  jingle  of  the  bell. 

The  family  were  assembling.  Y7ith  Susie  on  his  knee,  he  read  the 
four  last  verses  of  the  sixth  chapter  of  Luke,  the  fall  of  the  two  houses, 
one  with  and  one  without  a foundation,  with  a short  and  simple  run- 
ning commentary  as  he  went  along,  one  verse  of  the  hymn,  “How  firm 
a foundation,”  etc.,  and  a ]o^ayer  by  the  mother  of  the  family. 
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Wliat  cheerful,  orderly  breakfasts  followed  ; and  days  thus  begun 
must  needs  have  been  all  the  easier  Avell-spent  days. 

Sometimes  a question,  previously  asked  by  one  of  the  children,  was 
answered,  illustrating  some  point  of  x^rincqjle  or  duty  : and  sometimes 
there  were  only  song  and  prayer,  or  Bible  and  prayer. 

The  exercises,  whatever  they  were,  were  always  bright,  pointed, 
short,  and  instructive.  They  always  meant  something ; and  my  ear, 
eye,  heart,  and  mind  were  on  the  alert  to  catch  it.  There  was  some- 
thing for  the  youngest,  something  for  the  oldest ; something  to  bring, 
much  to  carry  away.  The  family  altar  thus  made  the  centre  of  daily 
devotion  and  instruction,  irradiating  all  the  household  with  its  light, 
warmth,  and  cheerfulness,  makes  Christian  family  life  a real  and  genu- 
ine blessing,  as  nothing  else  can. 


“The  valley  of  Nazareth  resembles  a circular  basin  snrrounclecl  by  hills,  from  whose 
summits  beautiful  views  may  be  seen  on  every  side.  In  this  spot  dwelt  the  youthful  Mary, 
a direct  descendant  of  the  royaHiouse  of  David,  but  rendered  more  illustrious  by  her  own 
virtues  and  the  special  favor  of  God  than  by  her  royal  lineage.” 

Nestling  among  the  hills  of  Galilee  lies  the  little  village  of  Naza- 
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reth,  old  and  desolate,  and  of  no  interest  to  tlie  traveller,  only  that 
Jesus  lived  there.  There  he  played  when  a child,  and  walked  and 
talked  and  thought,  growing  up  to  man’s  estate.  It  was  a beautiful 
childhood  and  a noble  manhood — so  true,  so  tender,  so  wise,  so  filial, 
so  steadfast ; goodness  itself,  with  nothing  to  mar  its  purity.  Nowhere 
in  all  the  wide,  wide  world  but  at  Nazareth  grew  up  a heavenly  child. 
It  was  a high  honor  accorded  to  this  little  spot.  And  when  the  time 
came  to  show  who  he  really  was,  he  did  not  first  tell  it  to  the  Jews  who 
came  flocking  to  John’s  baptizing,  or  go  and  proclaim  it  to  the  gTeat 
men  of  Jerusalem,  who  were  looking  out  for  him  ; but  he  went  home 
and  told  it  to  the  people  among  whom  he  had  grown  up,  his  neighbors 
and  kinsfolks  and  friends,  as  those  who  ought  surely  to  hear  the  good 
news  first  of  all. 

It  was  in  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath-day,  when  he  read  the  ser- 
vice, that  he  told  them.  Did  they  not  receive  it  joyfully  ? He,  one  of 
their  own ; he,  the  Son  of  God,  the  King  of  Israel,  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  ! And  did  it  not  instantly  flash  upon  them  that  such  greatness 
might  well  come  of  such  goodness  ? Was  not  his  whole  life  enough  to 
convince  them  that  his  words  were  true  ? 

Alas,  no  ! “He  came  to  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not.” 
They  began  to  question,  and  find  fault,  and  criticise,  which  is  a spirit 
quite  opposed  to  the  candor  and  docility  necessary  to  w^eigh  evidence. 
Their  pride  took  fire  at  his  humble  birth.  It  was  a condescension  to 
take  him  at  his  word.  Let  him  prove  his  claims  by  signs  and  wonders. 
Ah,  these  might  indeed  gratify  their  curiosity  ; but  these  could  not  do 
what  his  character  had  failed  to  do — beget  confidence  and  love. 

Every  word  he  said  only  added  fuel  to  the  flame.  The  excitement 
increased  To  a mob,  and  the  men  in  their  foUy  and  anger  thrust  Jesus 
out  of  the  synagogue,  and  led  him  to  the  brow  of  a hill,  down  which 
they  Avould  have  thrown  him  headlong ; but  he  escaped  out  of  their 
hands. 

It  was,  alas,  their  very  familiarity  with  him  in  the  intercourse  of 
daily  life  which  j^roved  their  snare.  Let  us  fear  lest  our  familiarity 
with  him  of  another  kind — the  frequency  with  which  we  hear  about 
him,  and  read  about  him,  and  have  him  in  one  way  or  other  set  before 
us — blind  our  eyes  and  dull  our  hearts  to  the  wonders  of  his  redeeming 
love  and  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  and  power. 


A WISE  man  once  said  to  me,  “Never  explain.”  It  seems  a mean 
confession  to  make,  that  the  best  thing  one  can  do  at  any  given  crisis 
is  to  hold  one’s  tongue  ; and  yet  that  will  be  the  advice  of  ninety  out 
of  every  hundred  men  of  ability  and  experience. 
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“Do  you  want  to  know,”  asked  a gentleman,  “ what,  more  than  any- 
thing else,  has  made  me  a cold  water  man  ? It  is  a curious  instance  of 
the  power  of  early  impressions.” 

“ What  was  it  ?”  asked  his  friend. 

“That  beautiful  little  poem,  ‘The  Old  Oaken  Bucket,’  which  my 
mother  used  to  read  to  me  when  I was  a boy  ; and  when  we  visited  my 
grandfather’s,  there  was  the  veritable  thing.  As  I used  to  come  home 
with  the  haymakers,  hot  and  thirsty,  I made  directly  for  the  well,  and 
time  and  again  experienced  the  enjoyment  so  vividly  described  by 
Woodworth  : 

“ ‘That  moss-covered  vessel  I hail  as  a treasure, 

For  often,  at  noon,  when  returned  from  the  field, 

I found  it  the  source  of  an  exquisite  pleasure. 

The  purest  and  sweetest  that  nature  can  yield. 

How  ardent  I seized  it,  with  hands  that  were  glowing, 

And  quick  to  the  white-pebbled  bottom  it  fell ; 

Then  soon,  with  the  emblem  of  truth  overflowing. 

And  dripping  with  coolness,  it  rose  from  the  well  ; 

The  old  oaken  bucket,  the  iron-bound  bucket. 

The  moss-covered  bucket  arose  from  the  well.  ’ ' 

“It  early  gave  me,  you  see,  a taste  in  the  right  direction.  It  is  a 
taste  I have  never  lost.  No  temptation  in  later  days  could  divorce  me 
from  the  principle,  which  the  imagination  assisted  to  strengthen,  that 
the  iron-bound  bucket  afforded  a healthier  drink  than  bottle,  decanter, 
or  beer-barrel ; and  many  a time  have  I sighed  ‘ for  the  bucket  which 
hangs  in  the  well, 

‘ ‘ ‘ The  old  oaken  bucket,  the  iron-bound  bucket, 

The  moss-covered  bucket  which%angs  in  the  well.  ’ ” 


iUfprp  is  Fri»t  tftp  |ails  ? 

St.  Martin  of  Tours  was  once  meditating  in  his  cell,  when  there 
appeared  to  him  a radiant  form,  a jewelled  crown  on  his  head,  a coun- 
tenance glorious  and  persuasive,  and  with  a manner  so  austere  that  it 
seemed  to  require  homage  and  love.  The  heavenly  vision  said  to  St. 
Martin,  “ I am  Christ ; worship  me  !”  and  the  story  goes  on  to  say  that 
the  saint  looked  upon  this  beautiful  and  glorious  form  in  silence,  then 
gazed  upon  the  hands,  and  asked,  “Where  is  the  print  of  the  nails  ?” 
The  vision  vanished,  and  St.  Martin  v/as  left  alone  in  his  cell,  and  he 
knew  it  was  the  tempter. 

When  things  overtake  us  about  which  there  might  be  doubt,  and  we 
are  not  quite  sure  whether  they  be  Christian  or  not,  with  St.  Martin 
let  us  look  at  the  attraction  in  silence,  and  ask  for  the  print  of  the 
nails. 
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Fla|t»g 

“ Let  ns  play  grandpa,”  said  Bobby. 

“I  ’ll  be  grandpa  !”  cried  Johnny. 

“ I ’ll  be  grandpa  !”  shouted  Bobby. 

Both  pouted,  frowned,  and  turned  from  each  other. 
3* 
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'■^You  may  be  grandpa,”  said  Bobby  at  last,  peering  round  on 
Jolinny. 

* “ You  may  be  grandpa,”  rejoined  Johnny. 

Both  smiled,  looked  at  each  other,  and  came  together. 

“ Let  us  toss  up  a penny,”  said  Johnny.  “ Tails  shall  be  grandpa. 
Y"ou  be  tails.” 

‘*Y^ou  be  tails,  Johnny,”  cried  Bobby. 

Up  went  the  cent,  and  up  came  tails.  But  who  was  grandpa,  Bob- 
by or  J ohnny  ? 

“ Bobby  !”  cried  Johnny. 

“Johnny  !”  cried  Bobby.  Bobby  gave  in,  and  Bobby  was  grand- 
pa, armchair,  pipe,  big  voice,  great  eyes  and  all. 

“Grandsir,”  said  Johnny, will  you  please  lend  me  your  horse  to 
go  to  market  with  ?” 

“Yes,  my  son,”  answered  grandpa,  in  the  softest  possible  voice. 

“Say,  ‘No,  child!’  like  thunder,”  whispered  Johnny,  who  liked  a 
little  tragedy. 

“My  horse  ! No,  child  !”  roared  grandpa. 

“ That ’s  real  grandpa,”  said  Johnny. 

The  door  opened.  There  was  real  grandpa  indeed,  and  the  little 
make-believes  ran  away  as  fast  as  their  legs  could  carry  them,  the  funny 
little  things. 


“ Father,  will  James  ever  be  contented  ?”  cried  Mary,  after  reading 
her  brother’s  letter.  ^ 

“I  hope  not,”  said  her  father.  “All  great  and  genuine  success  is 
founded  on  a thorough  and  constant  dissatisfaction  with  one’s  self  and 
one’s  attainments.  ” 

“Why,  father,  I thought  contentment  was  a duty,  a virtue.” 

“Yes;  but  there  is  a discontent  which  is  also  a duty,  a virtue,” 
replied  Mr.  Ashton.  “ The  discontent  which  spends  itself  in  merely 
fretting  and  fuming  and  complaining  is  criminal ; but  the  discontent 
which  goads  us  on  to  a vigorous  improvement  both  of  ourselves  and 
our  surroundings,  is  indisj^en sable  to  right  living.  All  the  greatness  of 
nations  and  of  individuals  has  grown  out  of  it.  It  does  not  prey  upon 
itself,  but  husbands  all  its  forces  for  the  work  before  it.  Discontented 
people  are  the  saviors  of  the  world.  It  was  such  who  brought  on  the 
war  of  the  Bevolution.  It  was  such  who  brought  on  emancipation. 
It  was  discontentment  which  created  steamboats  and  railroads.  It  is 
at  the  bottom  of  all  inventions  and  improvements  ; it  is  the  spur  to  all 
culture  and  attainment.  The  very  first  step  towards  progress  of  any 
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sort  is  a tliorough  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  stage  of  accomplish- 
ment or  attainment.” 

“James’  state  of  mind  must  suit  you  then,  father,”  said  Mary,  a lit- 
tle piqued.  “Clergymen,  I am  sure,  preach  contentment.” 

“No  true  clergyman  ever  tells  us  to  be  satisfied  with  ourselves. 
‘Growing  in  grace,’  ‘striving,’  ‘pressing  on  towards  the  prize,’  all 
enforce  the  solemn  obligation  resting  upon  us  to  bo  dissatisfied  with 
things  as  they  are.” 


“ Wrecked  ! ay,  wrecked  ! clean  gone  to  pieces  !” 
“McLellan  wrecked  ?” 
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“Character,  standing,  heart,  hope,  happiness,  will,  conscience,  all 
gone  !” 

“And  strong  drink  did  it  ?” 

“I  do  not  say  that.  He  conld  not  say.  No  ! That  did  it.” 

“ He  would  not  say.  No  ! The  choice  is  put  into  our  hands.  Every 
man  can  say.  No  ! otherwise  he  is  no  man.” 

“If  we  only  had  a strong  prohibitory  law.  Twish  Congress  would 
take  the  matter  up.” 

“ There  is  but  one  prohibitory  law  that  can  be  fully  effectual — not  .a 
state  or  a national  law.  Public  opinion  may  or  may  not  carry  such  a 
law  into  effect.  There  is  but  one  prohibitory  law  which  is  sure  and 
effectual.  It  we  could  have  that !” 

“ What  is  it  ?” 

“ Self-prohibition.  One  man  can  put  it  in  force,  and  the  one  man 
power  is  a mighty  power.” 

“Ah,  yes,  but — ” 

“Every  man  must  be  his  own  keeper.  He  is  in  his  own  power. 
He  may  have  both  helps  and  hinderances ; but,  after  all,  the  perilous 
power  of  choice  resides  within  himself.” 

“ Yes  ; but  what  if  a man  has  lost  the  power  of  saying,  No  ?” 

“ Christ  has  found  it  for  us.  Christ  will  give  it  back  to  us.  He 
took  our  nature  that  he  might  give  us  his.  In  the  strength  of  that 
new  Man  we  can  say  No  to  all  temptation,  and  make  it  good  in  a clean 
and  well-ordered  life.  ” 

“Happy  the  man  that  finds  it  so.” 


“ Of  all  acts  for  man,”  asks  Thomas  Carlyle,  “ is  not  repentance  the 
most  divine  ? The  deadliest  sin  is  a supercilious  consciousness  of  no 
sin ; that  is  death ; the  heart  so  conscious  is  divorced  from  sincerity, 
humility,  and  fact ; is  dead ; it  is  ‘ pure  ’ as  dead  dry  land  is  pure. 
David’s  life  and  history,  as  written  for  us  in  those  psalms  of  his,  I con- 
sider to  be  the  truest  emblem  ever  given  of  man’s  moral  progress  and 
welfare  here  below.  All  earnest  souls  will  ever  discern  in  it  the  faith- 
ful struggle  of  an  earnest  human  soul  towards  what  is  good  and  best. 
Struggle  often  baffled,  sore  baffled,  down  as  into  entire  wreck  ; yet  a 
struggle  never  ended ; ever  with  tears,  repentance,  true,  unconquera- 
ble purpose,  begun  anew.  Is  not  man’s  walking,  in  truth,  always  a 
‘ succession  of  falls  ’ ? In  this  wild  element  of  a life  he  has  to  struggle 
onwards ; now  fallen,  deep  abased ; and  ever  with  tears,  repentance, 
with  bleeding  heart,  he  has  to  rise  again,  struggle  again  still  bnwards. 
That  his  struggle  he  a faithful  and  unconquerable  one — this  is  the  ques- 
tion of  questions.” 
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• Is  il  IHars({  ^oi|  a ||aiL  FatUpi-? 

fifi 


if 


George  went  along  Avitli  liis 
father.  He  was  fond  of  walking 
with  his  father,  because  his  father 
talked  with  him. 

“ "Wlio  are  those  boys  ?”  he 
asked,  nodding  at  a group  stand- 
ing a little  off  the  street. 

“Schoolfellows,”  said  George. 
“Sorry  to  hear  that,”  said  his 
Ir'  father  sharply  ; “they  are  young 
fools.  Do  you  see  what  a silly  habit  they  are  trying  to  get  into  ? a silly, 
dirty,  idle,  dangerous,  unhealthy,  unmeaning,  and  expensive  habit.  I 
do  not  want  you  to  associate  with  such  boys ; they  will  damage  you, 
Georgie.” 
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“ Why,  father,  is  it  any  worse  for  a boy  to  smoke  than  for  a man  ?” 
asked  Georgie. 

The  father  remembered  his  cigar.  He  threw  it  down  on  the  gronnd 
and  stamped  on  it.  To  be  consistent  he  could  do  no  less.  It  is  in 
vain  to  preach  what  we  do  not  practise,  if  we  want  the  children  to  be- 
lieve in  ns.  They  will  mind  what  we  do,  not  what  we  say.  It  is  onr 
example,  not  our  advice,  which  goes  farthest  and  weighs  most. 


Happy  is  he  whom  neither  wealth  nor  fashion, 

Nor  the  march  of  the  encroaching  city, 

Drives  an  exile 

From  the  hearth  of  his  ancestral  homestead. 

We  may  buy  more  splendid  habitations. 

Fill  onr  rooms  with  paintings  and  with  sculptures, 
Bu^we  cannot 

Buy  with  gold  the  old  associations  ! 


One  day  a soldier  came  into  the  office  of  Judge poorly  clad, 

his  face  bearing  the  deep  lines  of  suffering.  The  judge,  pretending 
not  to  notice  him,  went  on  with  his  work.  The  soldier  fumbled  in  his 
pocket  a long  time,  and  then  said,  in  an  uncertain,  disappointed  voice, 
as  if  he  saw  he  was  unwelcome,  “I  did  have  a letter  for  you.”  The 
judge,  acting  against  the  promptings  of  a warm,  generous  heart,  for  he 
was  busy  and  did  not  want  to  be  interrupted,  made  no  reply.  Pres- 
ently a thin,  trembling  hand  pushed  a note  along  the  desk.  The  judge 
raised  his  head,  and  was  about  to  say,  “ I have  no  time  for  such  mat- 
ters,” when  he  saw  the  writing  was  that  of  his  own  son,  a soldier  in  the 
army.  He  took  up  the  note,  which  read  thus  : “ Dear  Father  : The 
bearer  of  this  is  a soldier  discharged  from  the  hospital.  He  is  going 
home  to  die.  ‘Assist  him  in  any  way  you  can, /or  Charlie' s saked' 

All  the  tender  feehngs  of  his  heart  gushed  out.  As  he  afterwards 
said  ; “ I took  the  soldier  to  my  heart  for  Charlie’s  sake.  I let  him  sleep 
in  Charlie’s  bed.  I clothed  him  and  supplied  him  with  every  comfort, 
for  the  sake  of  my  own  dear  boy.” 

Ah,  yes,  and  so  God  will  never  turn  the  poor  and  needy  away  with- 
out a blessing,  for  his  dear  Son’s,  for  Jesus’  sake.  Come  in  his  name, 
and  you  will  always  find  a welcome. 


“Mr.  D has  just  paid  our  minister  a fine  compliment. 

“The  best  compliment  Mr.  D can  pay  is  to  pay  his  pew-tax,'' 

said  the  deacon  gruffly.  “ Fine  speeches  do  n’t  pay  the  butcher’s  bill.” 


|i»  Fed, 

My  little  rough  clog  and  I 
Live  a life  that  is  rather  rare, 

We  have  so  many  good  walks  to  take 
And  so  few  bad  things  to  bear — 

So  much  that  gladdens  and  recreates, 

So  little  of  wear  and  tear. 

Sometimes  it  blows  and  rains. 

But  still  the  six  feet  ply  ; 

No  care  at  all  to  the  following  four 
If  the  leading  two  know  why  : 

’T  is  a pleasure  to  have  six  feet,  we  think. 

My  little  rough  dog  and  I. 

• 

And  we  travel  all  one  way  : 

’T  is  a thing  we  should  never  do. 

To  reckon  the  two  without  the  four, 

Or  the  four  without  the  two  ; 

It  would  not  be  right  if  any  one  tried, 

Because  it  would  not  be  true. 

And  who  shall  look  up  and  say 
That  it  ought  not  so  to  be. 

Though  the  earth  that  is  heaven  enough  for  him 
Is  less  than  that  to  me  ? 

For  a little  rough  dog  can  wake  a joy 
That  enters  eternity. 
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Out  of  the  chilling  dream  of  a dead  universe,  ungoverned,  with  an 
absent  God,  the  fashionable  philosophy  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
human  mind,  especially  in  Germany,  tried  to  escape  by  strange  roads — 
roads  by  which  there  was  no  escape,  because  they  were  not  laid  down 
on  the  firm  ground  of  scientific  facts.  Then  in  despair  men  turned  to 
the  facts  which  they  had  neglected,  and  said,  “We  are  weary  of  your 
philosophy ; we  will  study  facts,  and  facts  alone.  As  for  God,  who  can 
find  him  ?”  And  they  have  worked  at  the  facts  like  gallant  and  hon- 
est men ; and  their  work,  like  all  good  work,  has  produced  in  the  last 
fifty  years  results  more  enormous  than  they  ever  dreamed  of.  But 
what  are  they  finding,  more  and  more,  below  their  facts,  below  all 
phenomena  which  the  scalpel  and  the  microscope  can  show  ? a some- 
thing nameless,  imponderable,  yet  seemingly  omnipresent  and  omnip- 
otent, retreating  before  them  deeper  and  deeper,  the  deeper  they  delve ; 
namely,  the  life  which  shapes  and  makes.  One  says,  “it  is  vibrations 
but  his  reason  unsatisfied  asks,  “And  what  makes  the  vibrations 
vibrate?”  Another  says,  “It  is  physiological  units;”  but  his  reason 
asks,  “What  is  the  ‘physics,’  the  nature  and  ‘innate  tendency’  of  the 
units  ?”  A third  says,  “It  may  be  all  caused  by  infinitely  numerous 
‘ gemmules ;’  ” but  his  reason  asks  him,  “ What  puts  infinite  order  into 
these  gemmules  instead  of  infinite  anarchy  ?”  I mention  these  theories 
not  to  laugh  at  them,  but  to  show  that  beneath  them  all  still  lies  the 
unknown  x.  Scientific  men  are  becoming  more  and  more  aware  of  it. 
More  and  more  the  noblest  of  them  are  engrossed  by  the  mystery  of 
that  unknown  and  truly  miraculous  element  in  nature  which  is  always 
escaping  them,  though  they  cannot  escape  it.  How  should  they  escape 
it  ? Was  it  not  written  of  old,  “ Whither  shall  I go  from  Thy  presence, 
or  whither  shall  I flee  from  Thy  Spirit  ?” 

Ah,  that  unknown  x which  lies  below  all  plienomena,  ivhich  is  for 
ever  at  work  on  all  phenomena,  on  the  whole  and  on  every  jDart  of  the 
whole,  down  to  the  coloring  of  every  leaf  and  the  mouldling  of  every 
cell,  is  none  other  than  that  which  the  old  Hebrew  called  “ the  Breath 
of  God ; the  Spirit  who  is  the  Lord  and  giver  of  life.” 

Of  old  it  was  said  by  Him  without  whom  nothing  is  made,  “My 
Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I work.”  Shall  we  quarrel  with  science 
if  she  should  show  these  words  are  true  ? We  knew  of  old  that  God 
was  so  wise  that  he  could  make  all  things ; but  behold,  he  is  so  much 
wiser  than  even  that,  that  he  can  make  all  things  reproduce  themselves. 


The  great  characteristic  of  modern  life  is  money. 


A A IV 
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Bags, 

Was  ever  anybody  so  full  of  notions  as  the  boys  ? Oli  the  mischief 
and  the  wit,  and  the  work  and  the  noise  and  the  fun  which  they  are 
up  to  ! Our  hoy  ! besides  worrying  his  neighbors’ 

‘ ‘ dogs  and  cats, 

He  tears  more  clothes  and  spoils  more  hats, 

Loses  more  tops  and  kites  and  bats, 

Than  would  stock  a store 
Tor  a year  or  more.  ” 

His  uncle  calls  him  lazy,  and  predicts  he  will  be  good-for-nothing ; 
but  his  uncle  hasn’t  boys,  besides  forgetting  that  he  was  ever  once  a 
boy  himself.  He  was,  though.  Boys  do  keep  up  a terrible  thinking, 
you  may  know  that  by  their  queer  remarks  and  their  odd  replies.  Yes, 
and  boys  are  fathers  of  the  men.  Why,  didn’t  Daniel  Webster  make 
his  first  telling  plea  in  behalf  of  a captured  woodchuck  ? Did  n’t  lit- 
tle Watt  get  up  his  first  steam  in  his  grandmother’s  teakettle  ? Didn’t 
George  Stephenson  play  railroad  in  the  Newcastle  collieries  before  he 
was  out  of  petticoats  ? Did  n’t  a great  merchant  prince  begin  his  for- 
tune peddling  old  iron  ? All  the  industries  in  the  world  are  the  work 
of  boys,  or  of  men  with  boys’  hearts  in  them.  I like  to  see  them  at 
their  waterwheels  and  martin-houses,  and  bobs  and  sinkers  and  bullet- 
moulds.  And  their  pockets  and  trunks — was  there  ev.er  anything  like 
the  medley  which  puffs  them  out  and  makes  them  so  dreadfully  askew  ? 
nails,  bottles,  straps,  clam-shells,  combs,  dividers,  dominoes,  orange- 
peel,  peanuts,  fishhooks,  and  twine  in  all  sorts  of  tangles — lots  of 
things,  and  every  single  one  such  a treasure  ! • 

They  have  a great  deal  of  feeling,  the  boys  ! 

“I  can’t  see  Billy’s  grandmother  without  something  coming  right 
in  my  eye,”  said  Jemmy  Jones,  “ and  it  makes  me  think  of  mine.” 

Frttitfiil 

There  cannot  be,  unless  we  are  happy  in  the  Lord.  Our  first  thought, 
day  by  day,  should  not  be,  “What  may  I do?'"  “What  work  can  I un- 
dertake ?”  but  rather,  “ How  can  I get  my  own  soul  fed,  and  be  happy 
in  the  Lord  ?” 

Deeply  important  it  is  to  win  souls,  to  help  on  our  fellow-believers, 
to  succor  the  needy,  and  sympathize  with  the  suffering ; but  it  is  of 
greater  importance  still  that  our  own  souls  should  he  first  fed  and  nour- 
ished by  reading  and  meditating  on  the  word  of  God,  and  made  happy 
through  beheving  intercourse  with  God,  so  that  we  cannot  help  telling 
to  others  what  we  have  felt  and  known  ; out  of  us  “ flowing  rivers  of 
living  water,”  to  refresh,  renew,  and  bless  the  hearts  around  us. 
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I |p»u:  Jjtttitiflftt.. 

There  are  a many  who  are  almost  dying  for  fame  ; who  are  longing 
for  a good  office  which  they  will  probably  fill  badly  ; who  think  life 
wondei’fully  well  spent  if  they  can  amass  a sum  of  money,  which  they 
will  not  know  what  to  do  with  when  they  have  got  it.  I venture  to  put 
before  them  a new  ambition — that  of  becoming  pleasant  to  their  fel- 
low-creatures. It  is  a path  in  which  they  will  not  be  jostled  by  a crowd 
of  competitors. 


|tttu  ddtli  |eat)t  Ifpafe  afi  aur  ? 

How  doth  Heath  speak  of  our  beloved, 
When  it  has  laid  them  low — 

When  it  has  set  its  hallowing  touch 
On  speechless  lip  and  brow  ? 

It  clothes  their  every  gift  and  grace 
With  radiance  from  the  holiest  place, 

With  light  as  from  an  angel’s  face  ; 

Kecalling  with  resistless  force, 

And  tracing  to  their  hidden  source 
Heeds  scarcely  noticed  in  their  course  ; 

This  little  loving  fond  device. 

That  daily  act  of  sacrifice. 

Of  which  too  late  we  learn  the  price  ! 

Opening  our  weeping  eyes  to  trace 
Simple,  unnoticed  kindnesses. 

Forgotten  notes  of  tenderness, 

Which  evermore  to  us  must  be 
Sacred  as  hymns  of  infancy. 

Learned  listening  at  a mother’s  knee. 

Thus  doth  Heath  speak  of  our  beloved, 
When  it  has  laid  them  low  ; 

Then  let  Love  antedate  Heath’s  work. 

And  do  this  now  ! 


How  doth  Heath  speak  of  our  beloved, 
When  it  has  laid  them  low — 

When  it  has  set  its  hallowing  touch 
On  speechless  lip  and  brow  ? 

It  sweeps  their  faults  with  heavy  hand. 
As  sweeps  the  sea  the  trampled  sand, 
Till  scarce  the  faintest  print  is  scanned. 
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It  shows  how  such  a vexing  deed 
Was  but  a generous  nature’s  v/eed, 

On  some  choice  virtue  run  to  seed  ; 

How  that  small  fretting  fretfulness 
Was  but  love’s  over-anxiousness, 

Which  had  not  been  had  love  been  less. 

Thus  doth  Death  speak  of  our  belov^, 
When  it  has  laid  them  low  ; 

Then  let  Love  antedate  Death’s  work, 
And  do  this  now  ! 


How  doth  Death  speak  of  our  beloved, 

When  it  has  laid  them  low — 

When  it  has  set  its  hallowing  touch 
On  speechless  lip  and  brow  ? 

It  takes  each  failing  on  our  part, 

And  brands  it  in  upon  the  heart 
With  caustic  powei  and  cruel  art. 

The  small  neglect  that  may  have  pained, 

A giant  stature  will  have  gained 
AVhen  it  can  never  be  explained. 

The  little  service  which  had  proved' 

How  tenderly  we  watched  and  loved. 

And  those  mute  lips  to  glad  smiles  moved  ; 

The  little  gift  from  out  our  store, 

Which  might  have  cheered  some  cheerless  hour, 
When  they  with  earth’s  poor  needs  were  poor. 
But  never  will  be  needed  more  ! 

O Christ,  our  life,  foredate  the  work  of  Death, 

And  do  this  now  ! 

Thou  who  art  Love,  thus  hallow  our  beloved  ! 

Not  Death,  but  Thou  ! 


**  |cli50»’^s 

Tobias  Hobson  was  the  first  man  in  England  that  let  out  hackney 
horses.  When  a man  came  for  a horse,  he  was  led  into  the  stable, 
where  there  was  a great  choice,  but  he  obliged  him  to  take  the  horse 
which  stood  next  to  the  stable-door  ; so  that  every  customer  was  alike 
well  served  according  to  his  chance,  whence  it  became  a proverb,  when 
what  ought  to  be  your  choice  was  forced  upon  you,  to  say,  “ Hobson’s 
choice.” 
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TUa  Istaiitl 

Such  a merry  party  ! How  can  it  be  otherwise,  when  youth  and 
hope  and  health  have  a picnic  in  view,  with  baskets  filled  with  nice 
things,  and  Mrs.  Brown’s  brown  jug  of  new  milk  with  a corncob  for  a 
cork,  and  merry,  laughing  Nannie  Norton  determining  to  manage  both 
oars  with  her  little  white  hands,  calling  out  that  she  will  push  right  off 
if  Lilly  and  Frank  do  not  hurry. 

Hurrah  ! here  they  are,  ankle  deep  in  buttercups  and  daisies,  wa- 
ving handkerchief  and  cap  as  they  run  down  the  slope ; and  George 
Nelson  stands  up  to  give  them  a welcome,  flourishing  his  oar  in  one 
hand  and  reaching  out  the  other  to  help  them. 
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“Come  on  quick  ! quick  ! please,”  sings  out  Nannie,  “or  the  Island 
of  Delight  'vvill  sail  away  before  we  can  reach  it.  Look  out ; do  n’t 
rock  the  boat  so.  Here,  LiUy,  sit  by  me.”  “No,  no  !”  “Why  not, 
Frank  ?”  “ Oh,  because  the  boys  must  have  the  oars.  ” “ That  is  always 
the  way ; they  never  will  let  the  girls  work.  If  my  hands  were  a little 
harder,  I would  hold  on  to  both  oars,  and  play  woman’s  rights  for  one 
day,  at  least.” 

Nothing  could  be  plea'santer  than  this  merry  party,  now  they  are 
all  seated  in  the  boat.  “Just  room  enough,  and  none  to  spare,”  says 
Nannie.  George  says  he  will  do  the  rowing  ; so  he  sits  in  the  middle 
of  the  boat,  and  the  girls,  the  baskets,  and  brown  jug  at  the  ends  ; the 
oars  keep  time  to  the  merry  voices,  and  they  glide  smoothly  along  tow- 
ards “the  Island  of  Delight.”  They  have  named  it  so  because  it  is 
such  a delightful  place,  and  has  the  prettiest  wild  roses,  and  the  mos- 
siest rocks,  and  the  coldest  spring  of  water  anywhere  to  be  found. 

Here  they  are  ! The  keel  grates  upon  the  sand,  and  boys  and  girls, 
and  shawls  and  baskets  and  the  jug,  are  all  once  more  on  terra  firma. 
We  can  almost  hear  tffe  musical  voices  and  the  ringing  laugh  as  they 
bound  up  the  grassy  slope  and  disappear  among  the  trees.  Oh,  happy 
youth  and  health  and  love  and  hope  ! No  care  for  to-morrow ; no 
heavy  grief  in  the  past  to  weigh  down  their  young  hearts.  God  help 
them,  and  give  them  a still  higher  happiness. 


**  a»  EiKduragiwg  Mtord/' 

“ He  never  speaks  an  encouraging  word  to  us,”  said  a servant  of  Mr. 
Towne.  “ Is  that  so  ?”  “ You  may  try  your  life  out  to  please  him,  and 

he  never  speaks  an  encouraging  word.  It  is  life  under  the  harrow  there, 
and  I’ve  left.” 

His  children  cannot  leave  home.  He  has  two  boys.  They  are 
sometimes  at  work  in  the  garden,  pulling  up  weeds,  .utting  the  grass, 
making  martin-houses  and  windmills.  They  put  no  heart  in  their 
work ; it  is  dull  and  spiritless.  They  are  for  ever  haunted  with  a fur- 
tive fear.  Try  as  they  may,  and  try  they  do,  their  father  never  encour- 
ages them.  Nothing  but  a dismal  drizzle  of  fault-finding  falls  from 
his  lips.  A sound  scolding,  a genuine  cuffing  when  they  deserve  it — 
and  children  know  they  deserve  it  sometimes — like  a thunder-storm, 
purify  the  air  and  make  everything  the  better  and  brighter.  Then 
the  clouds  clear  away,  and  the  gladdest  sunshine  follows.  That  is  not 
Mr.  Towne’s  way.  He  is  never  thunder  and  lightning  and  over  it,  not 
he ; but  a perpetual  drizzle,  damp,  dark,  murky.  Nothing  pleases, 
nothing  suits  him.  Putting  his  eye  on  his  boy  is  a mark  of  ill  favor. 
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Every  cliilcl  dreads  liis  gaze,  shuns  it,  is  ill  at  ease,  awkward,  squirm- 
ing, until  it  wriggles  out  of  the  way  and  is  gone.  There  are  no  glad 
voices  in  his  presence ; no  outspoken,  frank,  honest  utterances ; only 
hesitation,  inconsequence,  self-contradiction ; for  fear  always  beclouds 
the  brightest  mind  and  the  simplest  heart. 

“There  is  no  use  telling  it  before  father,”  the  boys  say  in  bringing 
home  a bit  of  news  or  a tale  of  adventure. 

But,  worst  of  aU,  “There  is  no  use  in  trying,”  as  they  often  say. 
And  the  disheartenment  wiU  presently  merge  into  indifference,  possi- 
bly into  something  more  active.  They  will  run  away.  Evil  “ speaks 
pleasantly  ” at  last,  and  many  a young  person  has  turned  from  home 
and  sought  other  companions  for  no  other  reason.  The  heart,  with  all 
its  warm  impulses,  and  with  them  its  sense  of  short-coming  and  in- 
completeness, needs  enlargement — must  have  it  in  order  to  grow  strong. 

“ Not  one  encouraging  word  from  father !”  Poor  boys  ! Bridget 
can  leave,  they  can’t. 

Nor  can  his  wife  leave.  Poor  woman  ! She  is  a brave  woman,  too. 
What  a hopeful  smile  she  often  w^ears.  It  is  be*cause  she  will  bear  up  ; 
and  smile  she  must,  an  answering  smile  to  the  love  of  friends,  the  cour- 
tesy of  society,  the  beauty  of  flower  and  grass,  and  the  slant  sunshine 
through  the  trees.  But  there  is  no  joy  within.  Home  is  a joyless 
spot : for  her  most  careful  housewifery  there  is  never  an  encouraging 
word ; for  the  taste  and  grace  with  which  she  tries  to  make  home 
attractive  there  is  never  an  encouraging  word.  To  her  love,  her  devo- 
tion, her  painstaking,  her  sweet  solicitudes  to  please,  there  is  never  an 
encouraging  word.  The  glance  of  her  husband’s  eye  only  takes  in 
what  happens  to  offend  ; the  word  of  his  mouth  only  expresses  what 
he  finds,  and  those  are  faults,  spots,  something  forgotten  or  overlooked. 
She  dreads  him,  she  fears  him,  she  shrinks  from  him.  There  is  no 
freedom  or  sunshine  in  his  presence.  Perhaps  in  her  yearning  wom- 
an’s heart  she  has  longed  for  his  return,  forgetting  and  forgiving  in  his 
absence  the  small  tyranny  of  his  exacting  spirit ; but  the  thrill  of  his 
coming  is  soon  deadened — “ no  encouraging  words  and  she  silently 
slips  out  of  his  sight  to  swallow  her  disappointment  and  heart-break- 
ing alone. 

There  is  a sense  of  misery  in  the  house  which  no  stranger  can 
detect  : perhaps  this  is  too  positively  expressed  ; it  is  rather  an  absence 
of  joy  ; everything  spontaneous  and  cheerful  and  glad  held  in  check. 
A minor  tone  runs  through  the  family  life,  depressing  to  every  one. 
The  prints  of  an  iron  hand  are  on  every  heart. 

“ Never  a word  to  encourage  !”  slq^ped  unawares  from  her  lips  one 
day.  It  does  not  seem  much  ; but  who  that  has  felt  it  does  not  know 
that  it  is  the  secret  of  many  a joyless  childhood,  many  a broken  spirit. 
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aiul  Igatw, 

Over  and  over  again,  - . 

No  matter  which  w^ay  I turn, 

I always  find  in  the  book  of  life 
Some  lesson  I have  to  learn, 

I must  take  my  turn  at  the  mill, 

I must  grind  out  the  golden  grain, 

I must  work  out  my  task  with  a resolute  wdll, 
Over  and  over  again. 

"We  cannot  measure  the  neexl 
Of  even  the  tiniest  flower, 

Nor  check  the  flow  of  the  golden  sands 
That  run  through  a single  hour  ; 

But  the  morning  dews  must  fall, 

And  the  sun  and  the  summer  rain 
Must  do  their  part,  and  perform  it  all 
Over  and  over  again. 

Over  and  over  again 

The  brook  through  the  meadow  flows. 

And  over  and  over  again 

The  ponderous  millwheel  goes. 

Once  doing  will  not  suffice, 

Though  doing  be  not  in  vain  ; 

And  a blessing  fidling  us  once  or  twice 
May  come  if  we  try  again. 

The  path  that  has  once  been  trod 
Is  never  so  rough  to  the  feet ; 

And  the  lesson  we  once  have  learned 
Is  never  so  hard  to  repeat. 

Though  sorrowful  tears  must  fall, 

And  the  heart  to  its  depths  be  driven 
With  storm  and  tempest,  we  need  them  all 
To  render  us  meet  for  heaven. 


I am  glad  to  think 

I am  not  bound  to  make  the  wrong  go  right ; 

But  only  to  discover,  and  to  do. 

With  cheerful  heart,  the  work  that  God  appoints. 

I will  trust  in  him 

That  he  can  hold  his  own  ; and  I will  take 
His  will,  above  the  work  he  sendeth  me. 

To  be  my  chiefest  good,  my  highest  joy. 
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I was  calling  with  a friend  upon  her  friends  one  evening.  A fine- 
looking  old  lady,  in  the  loveliest  cap,  whose  delicate  white  frill  lay 
daintily  on  her  snowy  hair,  gave  us  a cordial  welcome.  The  folds  of 
her  soft  silk  covered  a frame  still  erect  and  elastic,  and  her  smile,  her 
eye,  and  the  tones  of  her  voice  showed  a lively  interest  in  all  the  spicy 
chit-chat  of  the  day.  The  room  abounded  in  comforts  and  elegances. 
She  had  children  who  loved  and  friend's  who  revered  her,  and  peacefully 
the  evening  shadows  were  stealing  over  her  lengthened  day. 

“Yes,”  she  said,  “I  have  everything  to  be  thankful  for;  but,”  she 
added  slowly,  “lam  dreadfully  worried.  I am  going  away  to-morrow 
to  try  the  effect  of  a change.” 

“Nerves,”  whispered  her  daughter;  “mother  suffers  terribly  from 
nerves.  She  cannot  help  it.” 

Oh,  nerves  1 unreasonable,  pitiless,  exacting  nerves  ! They  were 
here,  then,  spoiling  the  comfort  of  this  j)lacid  home.  Nervousness 
is  one  of  the  most  serious,  subtle,  dangerous,  defying  of  all  complaints  ; 
a real  disease,  requiring  the  most  skilful  ministering  both  of  doctor, 
nurse,  and  friends.  And  because  it  is  so,  because  nerves  are  so  sensi- 
tive and  capricious,  they  have  to  bear  a great  deal  which  does  not 
properly  belong  to  them.  lU-humor,  self-will,  and  selfishness,  when 
they  give  way  to  fits  and  freaks,  and  render  themselves  particularly 
troublesome  and  disagreeable,  like  to  be  called  “nerves.”  Excusing 
themselves  as  “ nervous,”  they  plead  to  be  pitied,  indulged,  and  nursed ; 
And  because  it  is  often  hard  to  distinguish  between  the  true  and  the 
false,  they  enjoy  a generous  forbearance  which  does  not  properly  be- 
long to  them. 

Mary  Jones  was  “so  nervous.”  She  was  a young  wife,  with  a hus- 
band to  love  and  a house  to  manage.  And  nothing  could  have  been 
lovelier  than  their  married  life,  had  it  not  been  for  nerves,  which  was 
the  apple  of  discord  in  their  happy  Eden.  If  anything  went  amiss — 
and  those  who  know  the  perversity  of  matter,  know  how  amiss  things 
will  sometimes  go,  in  spite  of  the  best  calculations — if  anything  went 
amiss,  I say,  Mary  went  off  into  a “good  cry” — not  a cry  which  clears 
the  moral  atmosphere  of  its  long-gathering  mists,  and  brings  sunshine 
out,  but  a self-pitying  cry,  which  blinks  and  drizzles,  as  if  the  sky 
were  falling. 

“Mary  has  such  terrible  nerves — everything  upsets  her,”  said  her 
long-suffering  husband.  They  were  certainly  trying  to  him,  poor  man  ; 
but  what  could  he  do  ? 

One  day,  I never  knew  exactly  how  it  happened,  but  one  day,  in- 
stead of  crying,  she  vigorously  put  on  her  hat  and  went  out. 
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will  not  do,”  she  said  to  herself ; “I  must  master  myself.  I am 
not  the  most  ill-used  woman  in  the  world.” 

She  walked  rapidly  out  towards  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  The  air 
was  bracing,  the  sun  cheerful,  and  everything  seemed  nodding  and 
dancing  in  a sprightly  breeze  from  the  northwest.  Mary  opened  her- 
self to  the  inspiration  of  the  weather.  As  she  went  along,  a child  sit- 
ting on  the  grass,  alone  and  listless,  attracted  her  notice. 


“A  penny  for  your  thoughts,  my  little  one,”  she*  said.  The  child 
arose,  but  made  no  answer.  “ I am  afraid  you  are  not  well,”  said  Mary. 
“I  am  not  sick,”  said  the  child,  “but  mother  is.” 

“Show  me  your  mother.  Where  does  she  live  ?”  asked  Mary. 

The  child  started  in  the  direction  of  a small  house  not  far  oT. 
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Mary  followed.  On  the  threshold,  the  child  said,  “ Mother,  mother,  I 
have  brought  you  somebody.” 

Both  went  in.  The  room  was  filled  with  unpacked  furniture.  A 
bed  was  made  up  on  the  floor  in  one  corner ; near  it  a woman  was  rock- 
ing a baby  clutched  tightly  in  her  arms. 

“I  am  afraid  I intrude,”  said  Mary  gently. 

“Come  in,”  said  the  woman.  “Dido,  hand  the  lady  a chair.  We 
are  in  a muss.  We  have  just  come  here.  He  died  the  day  we  came. 
It  ’most  killed  me.” 

“ Your  husband  is  dead,  then,”  said  Mary. 

“Dead  and  gone — dead  and  gone,”  repeated  the  woman;  “every- 
thing is  gone  but  me  and  Dido  and  baby.” 

“And  God  has  sent  me  to  comfort  you,”  said  Mary,  with  a real  cho- 
king in  her  throat. 

“ Has  he  ?”  asked  the  poor  widow,  with  a gleam  of  hope  in  her  face. 

This  was  Mary’s  first  introduction  to  real  trouble — grief,  loss,  want. 
And  was  life  fuU  of  this,  to  weep  over,  sympathize  with,  and  reheve, 
while  she  had  all  the  while  been  dwelling  upon  herself  and  the  small 
crosses  of  her  happy  lot  ? 

The  incidents  of  that  walk,  and  the  work  it  led  the  way  to,  gave  a 
new  bent  to  Mary’s  life. 

“There  began  the  cure  of  my  nervousness,”  slie  says.  “God  led 
me  out  of  myself,  and  I grew  strong.  Self,  like  nerves,  is  spoiled  by 
too  much  care,  and  in  their  hard  exactions  we  cannot  always  quite  tell 
which  is  which,  and  which  is  real  and  which  imaginary.” 

That  is  so,  is  it  ? 


r 

Coming  ! The  Son  of  man  really  coming  into  this  world  with 
power  and  great  glory  ! So  our  minister  preached,  and  for  a moment 
I felt  a thrill  of  its  reality.  “ They  shall  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in 
a cloud,  with  power  and  great  glory.”  Yes,  I felt  its  reality.  But  as 
the  well-dressed  crowd  passed  down  the  aisle,  my  neighbor  whispered 
me  not  to  forget  the  meeting  of  the  bank-directors  on  Monday  evening  ; 

and  Mrs.  G ^7  wife’s  ear  not  to  forget  her  Thursday 

receptions ; and  my  wife,  as  she  came  out,  asked  me  if  I had  noticed 
the  extravagance  of  Mrs.  P . 

“aSo  absurd,”  she  said,  “when  her  income,  I know,  cannot  be  half 
what  ours  is,  and  I never  think  of  sending  to  Paris  for  my  things.  I 
should  look  on  it  as  morally  wrong.” 

I spoke  of  the  sermon.  “Yes,”  said  my  wife,  “what  a sermon  ! 
What  can  be  more  powerful  than  such  dis^iourses  ? The  Christmas  pres- 
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ents  were  all  so  on  my  mind  that  I was  thinking  of  them  every  now  and 
then  in  church — and  that  was  so  wrong  of  me  !” 

“ My  dear,”  said  I,  “ sometimes  it  seems  to  me  as  if  all  our  life  were 
unreal.  We  go  to  church,  and  things  that  we  hear  are  either  true  or 
false.  For  instance,  these  Advent  sermons.  Do  we  believe  in  that 
coming  of  Christ  ?”  ^ 

“I  do  believe,”  said  my  wife  earnestly — she  is  a good  woman,  my 
wife — “yes,  I do  believe.  But,  oh  dear  ! I feel  as  if  I was  very  worldly. 
I have  so  many  things  to  think  of  !”  and  she  sighed. 

So  did  I ; for  I knew  that  I too  was  very  worldly.  After  a pause,  I 
said  : “ Suppose  Christ  should  really  come  this  Christmas  !” 

“I  think,”  said  .my  wife,  “there  would  be  some  embarrassment  on 
the  part  of  our  great  men.  Fancy  a meeting  of  the  City  Coimcil  to 
arrange  a reception  of  the  Lord  Jesus.” 

“ Perhaps,”  I said,  “he  would  refuse  all  offers  of  the  rich  and  great. 
Perhaps  our  fashionable  churches  would  plead  for  his  presence  in 
vain.” 

“Oh,”  said  my  wife  earnestly,  “if  I thought  our  money  separated 
from  him,  I would  give  it  all — yes,  all^  might  I only  see  him  one  hour.” 
She  spoke  from  the  bottom  of  her  heart,  and  for  a moment  her 
face  was  glorified.  “You  will  see  him  one  day,”  I said,  “and  the 
money  which  we  are  willing  to  give  at  a word  from  him  will  not  keep 
him  from  us.” 

That  night  my  waking  thoughts  shaped  the  visions  of  the  night.  I 
seemed  to  be  walking  in  the  streets,  and  the  strange  sense  of  an  im- 
pending event  filled  the  air.  Groups  of  men  stood  at  the  street  cor- 
ners talking  in  low  and  agitated  tones.  “ Really  coming  ! What  ? 
To-morrow  ?”  And  others  said,  “Yes,  to-morrow  He  will  be  here.” 

As  1 went  along,  an  angel  figure  seemed  to  be  at  my  side. 

With  care  and  yet  with  a confiding  love,  I said  : “ Tell  me,  is  it 
really  true  ? Is  Christ  coming  ?” 

“He  is,”  said  the  angel ; “to-morrow  he  comes  !” 

“ What  joy  !”  I cried. 

“Is  it  joy  ?”  asked  the  angel.  “ To  many  it  is  only  terror.  Come 
with  me.” 

In  a moment  I seemed  to  be  standing  in  a parlor  of  one  of  the  mer- 
chant princes.  A stout,  florid,  bald-headed  man  was  seated  at  a table 
covered  with  papers,  which  he  was  sorting  with  nervous  anxiety,  mut- 
tering to  himself  as  he  did  so.  On  the  sofa  lay  a delicate,  sad-looking 
woman,  her  thin  hands  clasped  over  a little  book.  The  room  was  a 
witness  of  boundless  wealth.  Everything  beautiful  and  rare  which 
money  could  buy  was  heaped  together.  The  man  seemed  nervous  and 
uneasy.  He  wiped  the  sweat  from  his  brow  and  spoke.  “ I do  n’t 
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know,  wife,  how  you  feel,  but  I don’t  like  this  news.  I don’t  under- 
stand it.  It  puts  a stop  to  everything  which  I know  anything  about.” 
“ O John,”  she  said,  clasping  her  hands,  while  a strange  light  broke 
upon  her  face,  “ how  can  you  say  so  ?” 

“Well,  Mary,  it ’s  the  truth.  I don’t  care  if  I do  say  it.  • I don’t 
want  to  meet — well,  I wish  he  would  put  it  off.  What  does  he  want 
of  me  ? I ’d  be  willing  to  make  over — well,  three  millions  to  found  a 
hospital,  if  he ’d  be  satisfied  and  let  me  go.  Yes,  I ’d  give  three  mill- 
ions to  buy  off  from  to-morrow.” 

“Is  he  not  our  best  Friend  ?” 

“ Best  Friend  !”  cried  the  man,  with  a look  of  half  fright,  half 
anger.  “Mary,  you  don’t  know  what  you  are  talking  about.  You 
know  I always  hated  those  things.  There ’s  no  use ; I can’t  see  into 
them.  In  fact,  I hate  them. 

“Why,  look  here,”  he  added,  pointing  to  the  papers,  “here  is  what 
stands  for  millions.  To-night  it  is  mine,  and  to-morrow  it  will  be  all 
so  much  waste  paper  ; and  then  what  have  I left  ? Do  you  think  I 
can  be  glad  to  have  the  toil  of  a lifetime  go  like  that  ? I ’d  give  half — 
yes,  I ’d  give  the  whole  not  to  have  him  come  these  hundred  years.” 
Again  the  scene  was  changed.  We  stood  in  a low  attic.  In  a bed 
in  the  corner  three  httle  ones  were  cuddling  close  together  for  warmth 
and  comfort. 

“When  mother  comes,  she  will  bring  us  some  supper,”  they  said. 
“But  I am  so  cold.” 

“ Mother  said  she  would  make  a fire  when  she  came  in,  if  that  man 
would  pay  her.” 

The  door  opened,  and  a pale,  thin  woman  came  in  with  some  bun- 
dles in  her  arms,  which  she  threw  down  and  stepped  to  the  bed,  ex- 
claiming : “Joy  ! joy  ! children,  joy  ! joy  ! Oh,  Christ  is  coming  ! He 
will  be  here  to-morrow  !” 

The  children  believed  at  once,  and  jumped  up  to  clasp  their  moth- 
er’s neck.  They  knew  about  Jesus.  He  had  been  their  mother’s  only 
Friend  through  many  a cold  and  hungry  day. 

“ O mother,  will  he  take  us  ? He  will,  wont  he  ?” 

“ Yes,  yes,  my  little  ones,”  she  said,  softly  smiling  to  herself.  “ ‘ He 
shall  gather  the  lambs  in  his  arms,  and  carry  them  in  his  bosom.’  ” 
Again  I stood  in  a brilliant  room,  bestrewn  with  jewelry,  laces,  silks, 
velvets,  and  every  finery  of  elegance  and  fashion.  A group  of  fair 
women  stood  talking  with  a troubled  and  perplexed  air. 

“ This  seems  to  me  really  awful,”  said  one,  with  a suppressed  sigh  ; 
“and  what  worries  me  most  is,  that  I know  so  little  about  it.” 

“Yes,”  Said  another,  “and  it  x>uts  such  a stop  to  everything.  Of 
what  use  will  all  these  be  to-morrow  ?” 
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A poor  seamstress  in  tlie  corner  of  the  room  took  courage,  and 
said  : “We  shall  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord  !” 

“ I am  sure  I don’t  know  what  that  can  mean,”  said  the  first  speak- 
er, with  a kind  of  shudder  ; “it  seems  rather  fearful.” 

“It  is  so  awfully  sudden,”  said  the  other,  “to  change  all  at  once 
from  this  to  that  other  life.” 

“ Oh,  I have  so  longed  for  it,”  said  the  poor  woman.  “ It  is  enough 
to  be  with  Him,  and  see  Him  as  he  is.” 


We  went  to  a handsome  and  famous  church  in  one  of  our  cities, 
longing  to  hear  the  word  of  God  after  a long  and  weary  voyage.  To 
mingle  our  prayers  and  praises  once  more  in  the  house  of  God  and 
among  the  people  of  God  seemed  little  less  than  a heaven  below,  and 
we  hastened  to  gain  a foretaste  of  it.  As  the  people  came  up  the  steps 
and  went  in,  we  looked  into  their  faces  and  half  longed  to  see  a smile 
of  welcome,  half  hoped  to  hear  an  invitation,  “Follow  me.”  A stran- 
ger, with  the  heart  of  a stranger,  we  yearned  to  be  “taken  in.”  But 
the  well-dressed  throng  brushed  by  ; by  twos  and  by  threes  they  went 
in,  taking  no  heed  of  any  one  but  themselves.  It  was  a decorous  and 
goodly  company,  good  people  and  true  worshippers  we  do  not  doubt. 
The  church  doors  closed  beliind  them.  Later  ones  and  loiterers  came 
along,  and  they  too  hurried  in,  until  we  were  left  outside  and  alone. 
We  ventured  gently  to  push  open  the  door  and  take  a stand  in  the 
narrow  way  behind  the  pews,  and  there  we  stood — and  stood.  The 
organ  pealed  its  praises ; there  we  stood.  The  services  began  ; there 
we  stood.  Taking  a hesitating  step  up  the  aisle,  we  looked  for  an  open 
door  : not  a pew  opened  its  door.  The  people  stared  at  us,  and  looked 
away.  There  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  turn  around  and  beat  a quick 
retreat.  Again  in  the  vestibule,  we  hoped  to  see  the  sexton.  No  sex- 
ton appeared;  and  finding  ourselves  in  a place  where  we  were  not 
wanted  and  evidently  had  no  business  to  be,  there  was  nothing  to  do 
but  to  go  back  to  the  street,  and  spend  our  Sabbath  morning  among 
the  uncovenanted  mercies  of  highway  and  hotel. 

Ah,  many  a church  has  lost  its  power  of  welcome  ! Is  salvation  to 
come  from  the  preaching  of  the  word  ? is  the  gospel  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy  ? are  lost  men  to  be  found  and  brought  to  Christ  ? and  shall 
the  church,  which  is  the  almoner  of  all  this,  sit  stiff  and  cold  in  her 
half-empty  seats,  shutting  up  the  heart  and  shutting  to  the  doors  to 
those  who  are  looking  in  and  longing  for  her  privileges  and  blessings  ? 
Shall  we  not  rather  go  out  and  invite  them  in  ; nay,  rather  go  out  into 
the  highways  and  compel  them  to  come  in,  that  His  house  may  be  filled  ? 
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Receipts  from  sales  for  the  year  ending  April  1, 1872 ---$410,903  75 

Receipts  from  donations  and  legacies 126, S33  64 

Total  receipts  for  the  year 638,132  06 

Cost  of  manufacturing  and  issuing  358,382  71 

Colporteurs,  agencies,  and  depositories 107,211  03 

District  Secretaries  and  agents - 11,261  30 

Cash  donations  to  foreign  and  pagan  lands 7,000  00 

All  other  expenses - 49,862  19 

Gratuitous  distribution  during  the  year - 49,679  51 


Including  the  grants  on  the  home  and  foreign  fields,  the  donations  of  the  Society  have 
exceeded  one  thousand  dollars  per  week  for  the  whole  period  of  its  existence. 

New  Publications  during  the  year,  in  English,  German,  French,  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
Hawaiian,  Greek,  and  Benga,  138  ; of  which  47  are  volumes. 

Printed  during  the  year  483,100  volumes,  and  6,493,600  other  publications,  besides  the 
periodicaLs. 

Monthly  Issue  of  the  Messenger,  157,667  ; of  the  Child’s  Paper,  320,666  ; of  the  Bot- 
schafter,  40,708  ; of  the  Morning  Light,  41,000  ; making  in  all  560,000. 

Weekly  Papers,  total  issue  during  the  year  of  the  Volksfreund,  142,250  copies  ; of  the 
Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,  1,047,850  copies. 

Total  Publications  on  the  Society’s  catalogue  4,932,  of  which  968  are  volumes  ; be- 
sides 4,034  in  143  languages  or  dialects  aided  in  publication  abroad. 

Colporteurs  employed  during  the  year  263,  including  42  students  during  vacations  ; 
8,886  religious  meetings  were  held  or  addressed,  and  253,408  family  visits  made. 

M 

The  Coal  Mines  of  England.— The  Royal  Commissioners  appointed  to  ascertain  the 
coal  resources  of  Great  Britain,  report  that,  taking  into  the  account  the  present  annual 
increase  of  consumption,  the  coal  will  last  about  276  years.  But  on  the  supposition  that 
the  average  annual  consumption  of  coal  should  not  increase,  they  estimate  that  the  coal 
would  last  upwards  of  1,273  years. 

Sky-Rockets.— M.  Papafy,  a Hungarian  captain  in  the  United  States  army,  has  devised 
a system  of  sky-rockets  for  telegraphic  service  at  night  for  armies  while  in  the  field,  so 
arranged  that  each  rocket  is,  by  a variation  of  colored  lights,  capable  of  transmitting  six 
words,  visible  at  a distance  of  twenty  English  miles.  The  Prussian  War  Department  has 
bought  from  the  author  the  secret  of  the  invention. 

Dead  or  Alive  ?— M.  Laborde  has  lately  discovered  that  w^hen  a sharp  steel  needle 
(not  one  cased  with  steel)  is  driven  into  the  tissue  of  a living  man  or  animal,  in  a short 
time  it  loses  its  metallic  lustre,  becomes  dim,  or  in  scientific  phrase,  is  oxidized  ; while  a 
similar  needle  may  remain  for  an  hour  or  more  in  the  tissues  of  a dead  subject  without 
undergoing  any  apparent  change. 

What  is  the  Cause  of  Warm  Springs?— Dr.  Woodward,  an  English  geologist,  has 
recently  advanced  the  opinion  that  hot  or  thermal  springs  have  a direct  connection  with 
volcanoes.  The  water  descending  to  deep  levels  in  the  strata  meets  at  some  point  with 
steam  at  a high  temperature,  which,  being  converted  into  water,  raises  the  temperature  of 
the  water,  which,  in  turn,  as  the  store  of  heat  is  accumulated,  rises  through  rents  and  fis- 
sures to  the  surface  in  the  form  of  thermal  springs. 

A Solar  Fog-Bow. — On  the  morning  of  November  27,  1870,  Mr.  Carrington,  an  Eng- 
lish astronomer,  saw  a curious  bow  formed  in  the  mist.  From  base  to  base  it  measured 
about  thirty-five  yards,  and  the  color  was  white  like  a lunar  bow.  But  what  was  more 
remarkable  was  the  appearance  of  a centre  in  wliich  he  could  see  the  reflection  of  his 
head,  which  moved  as  he  moved. 

The  Limitations  of  Science.— During  the  siege  of  Paris,  men  of  science,  shut  up  in 
Paris,  tried  in  vain  to  discover,  first,  how  to  obtain  available  heat  without  combustible 
materials  ; secondly,  how  to  obtain  food  from  mineral  matter  without  the  cooperation  of 
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life  ; thirdly,  how  to  reproduce  the  essential  food  of  man  with  such  organic  materials  as 
had  never  before  been  used  for  food. 

Spots  on  the  Sun.— The  cold  spring  and  summer  of  18U  are  connected  by  some 
astronomers  with  the  prevalence  of  spots  on  the  Sun. 


PROGRESS  AND  RETROGRADATION 


One  Hundred  Years  Ago.— One  hundred  and  ten  years  ago  there  was  not  a single 
white  man  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  Then,  what  is  the  most  flourishing 
part  of  America  was  as  little  known  as  the  country  around  the  mysterious  mountains  of 
the  moon.  It  was  not  until  1776  that  Boone  left  his  home  in  North  Carolina  to  become  the 
first  settler  in  Kentucky.  -The  first  pioneers  of  Ohio  did  not  settle  until  twenty  years  after 
tills  time. 

A hundred  years  ago  Canada  belonged  to  France,  and  the  population  did  not  exceed  a 
million  and  a half  of  people.  A hundred  years  ago  the  great  Frederick  of  Prussia  was 
performing  those  grand  exploits  which  have  made  him  immortal  in  military  annals,  and 
with  his  little  monarchy  was  sustaining  a single-handed  contest  with  Russia,  Austria,  and 
France,  the  three^reat  powers  of  Europe  combined.  Washington  was  a modest  Virginia 
colonel,  and  the  great  events  of  history  in  the  two  worlds  in  w hich  these  great  but  dissim- 
ilar men  took  leading  parts  were  then  scarcely  foreshadowed.  A hundred  years  ago  the 
United  States  were  the  most  loyal  part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  on  the  political  horizon 
no  speck  indicated  the  struggle  which  within  a score  of  years  thereafter  established  the 
great  republic  of  the  world.  A hundred  years  ago  there  were  but  four  newspapers  in 
America ; steam-engines  had  not  been  imagined,  and  railroads  and  telegraphs  had  not 
entered  into  the  remotest  conception  of  men.  When  we  come  to  look  at  it  through  the 
vista  of  history,  we  find  that  to  the  century  just  passed  have  been  allotted  more  important 
events,  in  their  bearing  upon  the  happiness  of  the  world,  than  almost  any  other  which 
has  elapsed  since  the  creation. 

Undesirable  Immigrants.— It  is  said  that  the  Communists  of  France  are  coming  in 
large  numbers  to  this  country.  Their  principles  are  already  adopted  and  advocated  by 
organizations  of  workingmen  here,  and  branches  of  the  laternational  Workingmen’s  Soci- 
ety, with  wdiich  they  are  connected,  have  been  formed  in  New  York  and  other  cities  of 
the  country.  It  wdll  be  a poor  day  for  the  peace  of  the  country  when  their  disorganizing 
doctrines  are  entertained  by  our  v,^orkingmen. 


Railroad  Progress.— Poor’s  Railroad  Manual  for  1872  gives  the  number  of  miles  of 
railroad  in  operation  in  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January  last  at  60,382,  whereof 
6,983  w^ere  constructed  in  1871.  This  is  738  more  than  were  constructed  in  the  year  pre- 
ceding, and  far  exceeds  the  entire  length  of  all  the  railroads  built  by  our  people  up  to  the 
close  of  1848,  when  5,996  miles  had  been  constructed  since  the  first  one  in  1827-30.  The 
additional  miles  of  railway  constructed  in  1871  were  located  as  follows  : 


New  England 560 

Middle  states 872 

Southern  Atlantic 422 

Pacific  states 170 


Northern  Central -m 992 

Southern  Central 179 

Northw'estern 3,116 

Territories 225 


Railroads  in  India.— Dr.  E.  D.  G.  Prime  of  the  “New  York  Observer,”  in  his  inter- 
esting sketches  of  his  travels  in  India,  says  that  over  five  thousand  miles  of  railroad  have 
been  built  in  India  since  1852,  when  the  first  train  of  cars  was  started.  The  East  India 
Railway  northwest  from  Calcutta  extends  fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  the  Great  Indian 
Peninsula  Railway,  northeast  from  Bombay,  with  its  branches,  is  about  the  same  length. 
Passengers  by  this  line  are  now  less  than  three  days  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  sav- 
ing the  long  sea  voyage  around  the  Cape.  In  spite  of  the  restrictions  of  caste,  railway 
travelling  is  very  popular  among  the  natives  of  India,  who  are  packed  promiscuously  in 
the  cars.  Science  and  civilization  are  thus  making  highways  for  breaking  down  preju- 
dice and  promoting  the  truth. 

Another  Tunnel.— Since  the  successful  completion  of  the  Mont  Cenls  tunnel,  German 
bankers  have  contracted  for  the  piercing  of  Mont  St.  Gothard,  making  a direct  communi- 
cation between  Germany  and  Italy  through  Switzerland.  The  work  will  be  twice  the 
length  of  the  Mont  Cenis  tunnel.  The  company  is  to  raise  $20,000,000,  and  th6  govern- 
ments interested  will  give  a subsidy  of  $17,000,000. 
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Piercing  the  Mountains.— The  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company  have  contracted 
for  building  a tunnel  through  the  Sierra  Nevada,  five  miles  long,  nineteen  feet  high,  and 
twenty-one  wide.  It  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  the  snow  sheds  built  for  the  protection 
of  the  trains  from  the  deep  snows,  and  will  also  furnish  room  for  a canal  from  Lake  Tehoe 
to  supply  San  Francisco  with  water. 

Belting  the  Russian  Empire.— The  telegraph  line  from  St.  Petersburg  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Amoor  river  in  Siberia  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  6,250  miles  in  length,  has  been  com- 
pleted. It  was  suggested  and  started  by  Col.  Shatfner,  an  American  engineer. 

Our  Immigrant  Population.— More  than  half  of  the  immigrant  arrivals  in  this  coun- 
try have  been  from  the  British  possessions,  and  two-thirds  of  the  remainder  were  Ger- 
mans. The  Chinese  immigration,  so  alarming  to  other  immigrants  and  politicians,  Jias 
never  reached  fifteen  thousand  in  a year,  and  forms  only  four  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  As 
twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  immigrants  have  been  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  less  than 
fifteen  are  over  forty,  the  great  majority  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  able  to  engage  in  the 
industries  and  to  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  country. 

The  Submarine  Telegraph  Cables  in  China  are  suffering  from  the  attacks  of  some 
minute  Crustacea  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible  to  the  naked  eye.  Various  breaks 
have  been  traced  to  the  agency  of  these  animals,  who  imbed  themselves  in  the  gutta- 
percha. 

The  Chinese  Shoemakers.— The  experiment  of  substituting  Chinese  labor  in  the 
shoe  factories  at  North  Adams,  Mass.,  for  the  “ striking  ” Crispins,  is  proving  successful. 
During  the  year  and  a half  they  have  been  there  most  of  them  have  learned  to  speak  Eng- 
lish, and  many  can  read  and  write  it.  Their  work  now  equals  in  quantity  and  quality  that 
done  by  the  same  number  of  the  old  workmen.  The  aggregate  loss  of  time  of  the  seventy- 
four  workmen  in  November,  1871,  was  only  five  days.  They  have  abandoned  gambling, 
and  now  spend  their  evenings  in  study  or  in  earning  extra  pay. 

Coals  of  Fire.— In  spite  of  the  prejudice  and  persecution  that  the  Chinese  in  Califor- 
nia have  had  to  encounter,  the  Chinese  merchants  of  San  Francisco  contributed  liberally 
to  the  Chicago  sufferers,  and  invited  the  collectors  to  come  again  if  more  was  needed. 

Better  than  Cannibalism.— The  “Fiji  Times,”  an  eight-page  semi-weekly  paper 
published  in  the  islands  that  but  a short  time  ago  were  inhabited  only  by  barbarous  sava- 
ges, records  the  proceedings  of  the  first  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  has  recently 
been  established,  and  the  business  was  conducted  with  perfect  decorum,  after  the  forms 
of  the  Englisli  courts.  White  judges  and  Fijians  sat  together  on  the  bench,  and  white 
men  and  Fijians  in  the  jury-box  and  as  officials  of  the  court.  The  gospel  is  constantly 
widening  the  area  of  civilization. 

Science  and  the  Weather. — The  Signal  Service  Bureau,  that  sends  from  Washing- 
ton daily  bulletins  of  the  weather,  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  with  the  proba- 
bilities, derived  from  careful  and  continued  observations,  has  been  able  repeatedly  to 
announce  the  approach  of  severe  storms,  so  that  sailors  on  the  coast  and  on  the  lakes 
could  make  the  needed  preparations.  It  is  proposed  to  enlarge  the  range  of  observation, 
and  by  means  of  the  submarine  cables  to  exchange  daily  reports  with  the  West  Indies  and 
the  continent  of  Europe. 

Confirming  Dr.  Kane’s  Report.— The  reports  of  the  German  Expedition  to  the 
North  Pole  announce  that  they  were  successful  in  reaching  the  open  polar  sea,  which 
they  found  free  from  ice  and  swarming  with  whales. 

A New  Nation. — The  Fiji  Islands  will  no  longer  be  notorious  for  barbarism,  canni- 
balism, and  idolatry,  as  they  are  becoming  a civilized  nation.  Their  king,  Cacabau,  hav- 
ing subdued  the  cannibal  pagans  in  the  interior,  is  now  desirous  that  they  should  become 
a Christian  people.  He  has  given  them  a constitution,  which  limits  the  monarchy,  abol- 
ishes pagan  cruelties,  recognizes  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  guarantees  religious 
liberty  of  thought  and  worship,  with  freedom  to  all  men  to  speak,  write,  and  publish  their 
sentiments,  and  also  to  assemble  orderly  and  peaceably  to  consult  upon  the  common  good, 
and  to  petition  for  redress  of  grievances.  Such  a wonderful  transformation  is  another 
trophy  of  the  elevating  power  of  the  gospel. 

Two  Hundred  and  Seventy-two  Persons  met  their  death  in  the  Pennsylvania  co.^1 
mines  during  the  year  1871,  and  more  than  six  hundred  others  were  injured  durilfg  the 
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same  period.  Five-sixths  of  the  deaths  'svere  caused  by  improper  ventilation,  neglect  of 
necessary  examinations  with  the  safety  lamp,  and  sheer  carelessness. 

Carl  Mauch,  the  German  explorer,  says  the  diamond  fields  of  East  Africa  are  identi- 
cal with  the  Ophir  of  the  Bible,  whence  gold,  ivory,  and  precious  stones  were  brought  to 
Jerusalem  by  Solomon’s  ships. 

Prizing  the  Gospel.— During  the  last  two  years  the  Bassein  Karens,  though  very 
poor,  have  supported  their  fifty-eight  pastors  without  any  aid  from  America  ; have  built 
their  chapels,  and  contributed  9,023  rupees  for  religious  purposes  and  10,341  for  schools. 

Widow-Burning.— A recent  writer  on  Indian  medical  jurisprudence  proves  that  the 
cruel  custom  of  burning  the  surviving  widow  with  the  dead  body  of  her  husband,  did  not 
originate  in  the  afiTection  of  the  wife,  but  was  invented  by  the  Brahmins  to  protect  them- 
selves from  their  crafty  and  revengeful  wives,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  poisoning  their 
husbands  when  they  could  no  longer  bear  their  neglect  and  cruelty. 

When,  in  1865,  horse-cars  were  introduced  in  Copenhagen,  the  first  cars  were  made  in 
London.  Now,  in  1872,  when  car-rails  are  laid  down  in  the  streets  of  London,  a great 
number  of  the  cars  therefor  are  built  in  Copenhagen. 

The  Wrong  Policy.— It  is  stated  that  the  indications  are,  that  before  long  the  Ger- 
mans will  constitute,  not  the  majority  merely,  but  the  main  body  of  the  population  of  Wis- 
consin. With  the  exception  of  a few  localities,  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  state  is 
nearly  all  German,  the  American  element  steadily  retreating  before  it.  The  Americans 
that  are  there  use  more  German  in  their  conversation  than  the  Germans  do  English,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  secure  instruction  in  English  for  the  children.  Our  doors  are  open  to  for- 
eigners from  every  land  ; but  when  they  come  they  should  join  our  family,  and  not  keep 
up  their  separate  interests. 

Turning  Backwards.— It  is  a poor  comment  on  the  boasted  enlightenment  of  Eng- 
land, that  the  Benedictine,  Dominican,  Capuchin,  Augustine,  and  Cistercian  monks,  who 
have  been  suppressed  in  that  kingdom  for  three  centuries,  are  now  reviving  their  orders, 
and  selecting  choice  localities  for  their  establishments  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Praying  and  Working.— “I  like  that  saying  of  Martin  Luther,  when  he  says,  ‘I 
have  so  much  business  to  do  to-day,  that  I shall  not  get  through  it  with  less  than  three 
hours’  prayer.’  Now,  most  people  would  say,  ‘I  have  so  much  business  to  do  to-day  that 
I can  have  only  three  minutes’  prayer  ; I cannot  afford  the  time.’  But  Luther  thought 
the  more  he  had  to  do  the  more  lie  must  pray,  or  else  he  could  not  get  through  it.  That 
is  a blessed  kind  of  logic ; may  w^e  understand  it.”  c.  h.  spurgkon. 

Happy  every  Day.— Sidney  Smith  cut  the  following  from  a newspaper,  and  pre- 
served it  for  himself : “ When  you  rise  in  the  morning,  form  a resolution  to  make  the  day 
a happy  one  to  a fellow-creature.  It  is  easily  done  : a left-off  garment  to  the  man  who 
needs  it ; a kind  word  to  the  sorrowful ; an  encouraging  expression  to  the  striving— tri- 
fles in  themselves  as  light  as  air — will  do  at  least  for  the  twenty-four  hours.  And  if  you 
are  young,  depend  upon  it,  it  will  tell  when  you  are  old  ; and  if  you  are  old,  rest  assured 
it  will  send  you  gently  and  happily  down  the  stream  of  time  to  eternity.  By  the  most 
simple  arithmetical  sum,  look  at  the  result.  If  you  send  one  person,  only  one,  happily 
through  each  day,  that  is  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  in  the  course  of  the  year.  And  sup- 
pose you  live  forty  years  only  after  you  commence  that  course  of  medicine,  you  have  made 
14,600  beings  happy— at  all  events  for  a time.” 

Matter  Subject  to  Letter  Postage.— From  official  rulings  of  the  Postoffice  Depart- 
ment, all  matter  hereinafter  named  is  made  subject  to  letter  postage  ; and  every  viola- 
tion of  the  law  as  here  laid  down,  subjects  the  offender  to  punishment  by  the  United 
States  Courts. 

Newspapers  wrapped  and  sent  to  regular  subscribers  in  paper  on  which  has  previously 
been  written  editorial  or  other  matter ; printed  catalogues  or  other  printed  matter  marked 
or  written  upon  so  as  to  convey  other  or  further  information  than  is  given  in  the  original 
print. 

Music  manuscript ; handbills  enclosed  in  newspapers  by  publishers  without  prepay- 
menF of  letter  postage,  punishable  by  fine  of  $5  for  each  offence. 
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All  printed  matter  folded  in  a newspaper  as  a supplement  thereto,  unless  it  be  a genu- 
ine appendage  to  the  newspaper  in  question,  of  the  same  essential  character  and  printed 
in  the  same  office. 

Circulars  which  contain  a written  date,  or  any  writing  other  than  the  address. 

Wearing  apparel,  except  when  sent  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  United 
States  army. 

All  printed  matter  which  cannot  be  inspected  without  destroying  the  wrapper. 

Newspapers  with  the  initials  of  the  sender  on  the  wrapper  ; books  with  words  “ com- 
pliments,” etc.,  written  in  them  ; and  all  manuscript  matter  for  publication  in  newspa- 
pers or  magazines. 

Samples  of  wood  and  motal  type,  brass  rule. 

ROMANISM. 

Exaggerated  Claims.— A New  York  secular  journal,  which  rates  the  membership  of 
all  Christian  sects  at  about  330,000,000,  wildly  estimates  that  of  these.  Roman-catholics 
number  195,000,000,  while  there  are  less  than  69,000,000  Protestants.  The  New  York  Trib- 
une exposes  this  depreciation  of  the  Protestant  strength,  by  showing  that  in  the  United 
States  and  Europe  there  are  at  least  106,500,000  Protestants,  and  121,000,000  in  the  whole 
Tvorld,  which,  with  the  60,000,000  members  of  the  Orthodox  Greek  church,  who  also  pro- 
test against  the  supremacy  of  the  pope  and  Rome,  will  equal  the  boasted  strength  of  the 
papal  church. 

The  Modern  Ishmael.— The  Assembly  of  Switzerland  has  forbidden  the  establish- 
ment of  Jesuit  communities,  or  the  employment  of  Jesuits  as  doctrinal  teachers  in  that 
Republic.  On  the  other  side  of  the  world,  the  Portuguese  at  Macao  have  ordered  the  Jes- 
uit teachers  to  leave  the  island.  Th^y  have  also  been  expelled  from  Guatemala  after  a 
protracted  struggle  of  several  months.  In  retaliation  they  raised  an  insurrection  of  some 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  whom  they  armed  ; but  they  were  defeated  with  great  loss.  Several 
of  them  fle<f  to  Nicaragua,  but  the  cities  in  which  they  took  refuge  petitioned  the  govern- 
ment to  expel  them,  as  they  regarded  their  presence  as  dangerous  to  the  Republic.  No 
other  Central  American  state  but  Ecuador  will  receive  them. 

Persecution  still  Required  by  Romanism.— In  a lawsuit  between  Rev.  Mr.  Chin- 
iquy,  a converted  Romish  priest,  and  a Catholic  bishop  in  Illinois,  the  latter  was  con- 
strained to  admit  that  extracts  which  were  read  from  the  writings  of  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Liguori,  and  the  acts  of  the  Council  of  Lateran  in  1215,  commanding  the  extermination  of 
heretics,  were  genuine,  and  that  these  writings  were  now  of  authority  in  his  church.  He 
also  testified  that  these  laws  had  never  been  repealed,  and  if  he  had  the  power  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  enforce  them  against  all  heretics. 

An  Important  Concession. — The  rights  of  Spanish  citizenship  have  been  given  to 
several  Jews  by  a decree  of  King  Amadeus  I.  ; a significant  proof  of  the  progress  of  lib- 
eral sentiments  in  that  country,  where  four  centuries  ago  this  oppressed  and  despised 
race  were  so  cruelly  persecuted  by  the  bloody  Inquisition. 

Results  of  Papal  Teachings.— Rev.  Mr.  Robertson  of  Scotland,  who  has  been 
familiar  with  the  state  of  religion  in  France  for  twenty-seven  years,  says : “ I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  there  are  heathen  tribes  that  are  practically  nearer  the  truth  than 
the  new  Ultramontanes  in  France.  All  worship  of  God  seems  to  have  disappeared,  being 
replaced  by  a devotion  to  the  blessed  Virgin.  The  Holy  Trinity  is  replaced  by  a new  one, 
‘Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph,’  who  are  put  quite  on  a level.” 

Bad  for  Prussia.— The  Jesuits  having  been  driven  from  Rome,  have  fled  to  Prussia. 
It  is  significant  that  these  arch-plotters  against  religious  liberty  can  only  find  refuge  in 
Protestant  countries,  where  toleration  prevails  and  the  conscience  is  free. 

EDUCATION. 

Some  Educational  Facts.— The  annual  report  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of 
Education  presents  a large  amount  of  facts  of  varied  interest.  Out  of  368  colleges  in  the 
United  States,  261  are  supported  by  the  religious  denominations.  Of  these,  the  Catholics 
have  54 ; Baptists,  38  ; Methodists,  35 ; Presbyterians,  25  ; Congregationalists,  19 ; Epis- 
copalians, 16 ; Lutherans,  16.  These  institutions  contain  about  3,000  instructors,  and 
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nearly  50,000  pupils.  In  New  England  about  75  per  cent,  of  all  the  crime  committed  is  by 
foreigners.  But  foreigners  constitute  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  population  only.  That  is, 
the  20  per  cent,  of  foreign  population  commits  about  75  per  cent,  of  all  the  crime.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  observed  that  the  foreign  population  who  are  educated,  “either  in  the 
schools  or  in  labor,”  are  not  usually  criminals.  But  those  who  have  neitlier  education 
nor  a trade  resort  to  crime.-  Between  80  and  90  per  cent,  of  criminals  refer  the  beginning 
of  their  crimes  to  intemperance.  Of  all  the  children  in  the  juvenile  reformatories,  95  per 
cent,  are  truants  from  schools  at  the  time  of  their  committal,  are  almost  all  the  children 
of  ignorant  parents,  and  come  from  idle,  ignorant,  and  vicious  homes.  There  are  in  the 
entire  country  5,660,000  “illiterates.”  Of  these,  4,117,589  are  in  the  Southern  states.  Of 
those  in  the  South,  about  one-half  are  white  and  the  other  half  colored.  In  the  whole 
country  there  are  777,864  foreign  “illiterates,”  665,985  of  whom  are  hi  the  Northern 
states. 

A Hopeful  Advance.— It  is  encouraging  to  see  the  progress  making  in  Ireland  in 
reference  to  public  education,  one  of  the  needed  elements  of  its  regeneration.  Since  1833, 
when  the  national  schools  were  established,  the  schools  have  increased  from  789  to  6,806, 
and  of  enrolled  scholars  from  107,042  to  998,999. 

Training  for  the  Ministry. — There  are  92  theological  seminaries  of  the  various 
denominations  in  the  United  States,  where  over  4,000  students  are  preparing  for  the  min- 
istry. The  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  of  the  Roman- 
catholics  at  Baltimore,  and  of  the  United  Presbyterians  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  were  opened  in  the 
last  century.  The  Baptist  Seminary  at  Alton,  111.,  has  the  largest  number  of  students, 
having  233  ; the  Methodist  Drew  Seminary  the  largest  endowment,  $500,000  ; the  Congre- 
gational at  Andover,  Mass.,  the  largest  library,  30,000  volumes.  Episcopalians  have  14 
seminaries,  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  and  Romaji-catholics  each  13,  Lutherans  9,  Method- 
ists 7,  and  Congregationalists  5. 

SCIENTIFIC.  , 

Weighing  the  Elements. — The  chemical  department  of  Miami  University  has  been 
furnished  with  two  sets  of  scales,  one  of  which,  when  balanced  with  a load  of  ten  pounds, 
will  turn  with  the  addition  of  a hundredth  part  of  a grain,  while  the  heat  from  the  hand 
or  from  a ray  of  sunlight  will  turn  the  beam  of  the  other. 

Inconceivably  Minute.— A second  is  generally  regarded  as  being  a sufficiently  short 
portion  of  time  for  ordinary  practical  purposes.  A clock,  however,  has  been  invented  in 
Philadelphia  with  a dial  separated  into  five  thousand  parts,  around  which  an  indicator 
revolves  twice  every  second,  so  that  it  measures  the  one-ten-thousandth  part  of  a second. 
It  will  be  useful  in  measuring  the  velocity  of  projectiles. 

Astronomical  Lantern.— Rev.  James  Freeman  Clark  has  invented  an  “ astronom- 
ical lantern,”  by  the  aid  of  which  the  astronomical  tyro  may  study  the  constellations  with- 
out having  his  attention  drawn  off  to  compare  them  with  the  maps  by  the  aid  of  artificial 
light.  It  is  a dark  lantern,  to  be  carried  in  the  hand,  one  side  of  which  is  made  of  paper, 
through  which  pin-holes  are  pricked.  This  side  is  a card,  removable  at  will,  and  sliding 
in  grooves  ; so  that  when  one  has  been  used,  another  may  be  substituted.  The  different 
constellations  are  pricked  out  on  the  different  cards.  The  student  selects  a card,  slips  it 
into  the  lantern,  and  takes  it  into  the  open  air  with  him.  Instead. of  having  to  run  to  and 
fro  between  the  garden  and  the  study,  now  looking  at  the  heavens,  now  at  his  charts, 
dazzling  his  eyes  with  gaslight,  and  forgetting  the  bearings  of  the  stars  before  he  can  get 
out  of  doors  again,  he  can  hold  up  the  lantern  and  directly  compare  the  shining  pin-points 
on  its  side  with  the  stars  themselves. 

Light  and  Sound.— It  is  now  generally  the  accepted  doctrine  that  both  light  and 
sound  are  produced  by  vibration  ; in  the  former  case,  of  a highly  attenuated,  elastic  me- 
dium, called  ether,  (not  yet  positively  demonstrated  to  exist ;)  and  in  the  latter  case,  of 
the  air  or  some  other  vibrating  body.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  vibra- 
tions of  light  are  different  in  character  as  well  as  in  medium  from  those  of  sound.  This 
difference  can  be  easily  illustrated.  If  a number  of  ivory  or  glass  balls  are  suspended  side 
by  side,  in  contact,  and  a blow  is  given  to  the  first  ball,  in  the  direction  of  the  line  of  balls, 
the  impact  is  conveyed  through  all  the  balls,  until  the  last  one  flies  off.  What  takes  place 
here  is  the  alternate  ccmpression  and  elastic  recovery  of  form  of  each  ball ; and  this  is 
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exactly  the  way  in  which  sound  is  propagated,  by  longitudinal  vibration.  The  propaga- 
tion of  light,  on  the  other  hand,  is  like  the  advance  of  a wave  in  water,  or  in  a long  cord, 
lying  on  the  ground,  and  jerked  up  and  down  at  one  end,  or  in  a carpet  or  table-cloth, 
when  shaken  or  spread.  Something  appears  to  advance  ; but  when  motion  has  ceased, 
the  water,  cord,  or  carpet  is  just  where  it  was  before.  It  was  the  motion  or  wave  that 
advanced,  and  if  we  examine  the  path  of  each  part  of  the  body  affected,  we  find  that  it 
has  merely  risen  and  fallen,  in  a line  perpendicular  to  the  progress  of  the  wave.  This  is 
the  nature  of  the  propagation  of  light,  by  transverse  vibrations.  It  is  well,  therefore,  to 
distinguish  between  light  and  sound,  by  speaking  of  the  undulations  of  the  former,  and 
the  pulses  of  the  latter. 

TEMPERANCE  ITEMS. 

Just  So.— Every  whiskey-seller  who  truly  realized  his  position  could  say,  as  one  of  the 
class  in  Connecticut  did,  after  pouring  out  a couple  of  glasses  of  the  poisonous  beverage 
for  two  of  his  besotted  victims,  “ I stand  here  the  enemy  of  all  mankind.” 

A Loud  Sermon.— Dr.  Willard  Parker,  the  eminent  physician  of  New  York,  stated  at 
the  second  annual  convention  of  the  Association  for  the  Cure  of  Inebriates,  of  w'hich  he 
was  president,  that  33^  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  in  the  city  were  occasioned,  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks,  and  that  190,000  persons  had  died  in  New  York 
in  the  last  thirty  years  from  this  cause.  Dr.  Harris,  Inspector  of  Prisons,  reported  that  in 
visiting  fifty-six  prisons  in  the  state,  he  had  found  that  75  per  cent,  of  all  the  crimes  com- 
mitted were  traceable  to  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

Additional  Testimony.— Rev.  Dr.  Burt  of  Cincinnati  is  surprised  to  find  such  an 
amount  of  drunkenness  among  the  people  in  the  wine-growing  countries  of  Europe. 
Ordinarily  it  is  common  to  meet  intoxicated  people,  but  on  exciting  occasions  there  is  no 
limit  to  the  drinking  or  the  drunkenness.  The  people  are  not  satisfied  with  wine.  In- 
stead of  superseding  distilled  and  poisonous  liquors,  and  so  abating  the  evils  of  intemper- 
ance, as  many  argue  will  be  the  result  of  introducing  cheap  wines,  he  says  that  the  use 
of  absinthe,  brandy,  and  other  distilled  liquors,  has  become  fearfully  prevalent  and 
excessive. 

Corrosive  Poison.— Western  distillers  are  placing  a new  kind  of  whiskey  on  the  mar- 
ket, in  which  there  is  so  much  sulplyiric  acid  that  it  eats  up  the  inside  of  the  barrels  in 
which  it  is  kept.  If  a small  piece  of  iron  or  copper  is  placed  in  the  barrel,  it  will  be 
instantly  blackened,  and  if  left  a short  time  a large  quantity  of  verdigris  will  be  evolved. 
And  this  is  made  for  their  fellow-men  to  consume  ! 

Temperance  and  Long  Life. — Life  insurance  statistics  prove  that  if  100,000  intem- 
perate persons  from  fifteen  to  seventy  years  of  age  be  conipared  with  an  equal  number  of 
temperate,  16,907  of  the  former  will  die  before  the  age  of  fifty,  and  only  5,266  of  the  latter  ; 
making  the  proportion  of  the  deaths  of  intemperate  persons  to  temperate  as  32  to  10. 

The  First  Temperance  Society  in  France  was  established  in  1872. 

“ I do  in  my  conscience  believe  that  intoxicating  stimulants  have  sunk  into  perdition 
more  men  and  women  than  found  a grave  in  that  deluge  which  swept  over  the  highest 
hilltops,  engulfing  a world  of  which  but  eight  were  saved.”  kev.  i>k.  gutuuik. 

HEALTH. 

Poisonous  Water.— Lead  is  by  far  the  most  common  material  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  service  pipes  for  water,  and  this  metal  is  the  one  which  is  the  most  easily  dissolved 
by  water,  and  at  the  same  time  most  poisonous  in  minute  quantities,  being  a cumulative 
poison.  A celebrated  case  occurred  in  the  royal  family  of  France,  at  Claremont,  where 
one-third  of  the  persons  who  drank  of  the  water  were  affected.  This  water  contained  only 
one-tenth  of  a grain  of  lead  in  a gallon.  As  little  as  one-hundredth  of  a grain  of  lead  to 
the  gallon  has  been  known  to  produce  palsy  in  persons  who  habitually  drank  it.  It  is  a 
great  pity  that  the  peculiar  advantages  of  lead  as  a material  for  the  manufacture  of  water 
pipes  are  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  danger  of  lead  poisoning. 

When  the  Croton  water  was  first  introduced  into  New  York  it  contained  considerable 
lime,  derived  from  the  mortar  of  the  recently  constructed  aqueduct.  This  prevented,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  action  of  the  water  on  the  lead  pipes,  and  it  was  stated  at  that 
time  that  no  lead  was  taken  up  by  the  Croton  water  ; but  the  lime  of  the  mortar  became 
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carbonated,  the  water  ceased  to  dissolve  it,  and  began  to  act  upon  the  lead  pipes.  Recent- 
13^  the  attention  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health  having  been  called  to  the  frequent 
cases  of  chronic  lead  poisoning  which  occurred  in  the  city,  was  requested  to  investigate 
both  the  Croton  water  and  the  various  hair  tonics,  invigorators,  and  washes  in  common 
use,  with  the  view  to  discovering  the  probable  cause  of  the  poisoning.  The  latter  prep- 
arations almost  invariably  contained  lead,  some  of  them  in  very  large  quantities,  and 
their  efficiency  in  coloring  the  hair  and  restoring  its  original  color  depend  upon  the  pro- 
portions of  the  poisonous  metal  they  contain. 

Examinations  were  also  made  of  Croton  water  which  had  been  in  contact  with  lead  for 
different  lengths  of  time,  under  usually  occurring  circumstances,  and  the  results  indicate 
the  source  of  many  hitherto  unaccountable  cases  of  lead  poisoning,  and  are  of  a character 
to  alarm  the  residents  of  New  York,  and  to  lead  them  to  adopt  precautionary  measures 
for  protection  against  this  insidious  cause  of  disease.  jour.  app.  chemistry. 

How  Fortunes  are  Made. — An  illustration  of  the  credulity  of  the  people,  and  their 
propensity  to  tamper  with  drugs,  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  annual  sales  of  forty-one  dif- 
ferent patent  medicines  amounted  to  $6,950,000.  The  sales  of  nine  of  these  articles  reach 
$50,000  annually,  the  remainder  being  $100,000  and  upwards,  one  being  $600,000,  and  an- 
other $800,000. 

A Profession  for  Women. — The  Swedish  government  intend  to  establish  a medical 
college  at  Gottenburg,  where  ladies  can  pursue  a regular  three  years’  course  of  study,  and 
after  graduation  can  practise  as  physicians  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  Czar  of  Rus- 
sia is  also  about  to  extend  and  enlarge  the  institutions  in  his  kingdom  for  their  instruc- 
tion in  medicine  and  surgery,  besides  affording  them  increased  facilities  for  engaging  in 
other  departments  of  labor. 

Smallpox  Spread  by  Bank  Bills.— Never  since  the  discovery  of  vaccination  has  the 
.smallpox  been  so  generally  prevalent  as  it  is  at  present.  It  is  observed  to  spread  most 
rapidly  and  widely  in  those  nations  of  Europe  and  America  where  paper  currency  is  the 
circulating  medium,  and  where  trade  and  travel  facilitate  the  propagation  of  the  disease 
through  bills  that  are  full  of  grease,  sweat,  and  other  kinds  of  dirt.  As  preventives,  it  is 
recommended,  first,  that  old,  foul,  ragged  bills  be  redeemed  by  an  officer  at  the  Treasury  ; 
secondly,  that  all  bills  in  circulation  in  hospitals  where  the  smallpox,  the  measles,  and 
scarlet-fever  are  treated,  be  redeemed  with  new  bills  that  can  safely  be  passed  outside 
those  places  ; thirdly,  that  paper  currency  never  be  held  between  the  lips  while  making 
change,  and  never  be  handled  without  washing  the  hands. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Forestry.— The  forests  which  remain  in  Europe  are  carefully  tended  by  foresters  edu- 
cated to  a proper  knowledge  and  execution  of  their  business.  Forestry  includes  a knowl- 
edge of  planting,  transplanting,  and  cultivating  forest-trees,  and  of  felling,  removing, 
rafting,  and  other  modes  of  getting  into  market  the  mature  timber.  By  such  means  the 
forests  are  a source  of  large  revenue  to  private  individuals  as  well  as  governments,  and 
are  kept  up  in  the  best  condition.  In  America  the  time  has  come  when  this  art  might  be 
profitably  introduced.  As  it  is,  our  vast  forests  are  fast  going  to  destruction,  with  no 
effort  to  preserve  them  for  the  future.  hearth  and  home. 

Commendable  and ‘Needful.— Tree  planting  is  widely  and  systematically  carried  on 
by  the  farmers  in  Nebraska.  It  will  need  soon  to  be  attended  to  over  large  districts 
in  this  country  and  the  Canadas,  where  the  forests  have  been  so  extensively  destroyed, 
and  no  attempts  made  to  renew  their  growth.  It  is  calculated  that  at  the  present  rate  of 
consumption  of  the  lumber  of  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota,  fifteen  years  will 
exhaust  the  supply,  and  that  the  immense  forests  on  the  Pacific  slope  will  disappear 
by  1935.  “When  ye  hae  naething  else  to  do,”  said  the  shrewd  old  Scotchman,  “aye  be 
setting  out  a tree  ; it  will  be  growing  whiles  ye  are  sleeping.” 

Raising  our  own  Tea.— The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  at  Washington  says  that 
the  culture  of  tea  in  the  Southern  and  Western  states  is  so  successful  and  encouraging, 
that  it  will  probably  require  but  a few  years  to  raise  all  that  is  wanted  for  home  consump- 
tion. 

American  Agriculture  Appreciated.— The  Japanese  government  has  invited  Hon. 
Horace  Capron,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  to  a similar  position  in  Japan, 
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that  he  may  introduce  the  industrial,  mechanical,  and  scientific  improvements  which 
have  been  found  valuable  here.  Their  estimate  of  the  value  of  his  services  to  them  may 
be  judged  from  the  fact  that  they  offer  him  a salary  of  $20,000  a year,  nearly  six  times  as 
much  as  he  receives  here. 

A Stitch  in  Time.— If  the  wood-haulers  who  carelessly  broke  through  the  banks  of 
the  Mississippi  at  Bonnet  Carre,  had  stopped  at  once  to  repair  the  damage,  which  they 
could  then  have  done  easily  and  quickly,  they  would  have  prevented  the  destructive  inun- 
dation, by  which  property  worth  millions  of  dollars  was  washed  away. 

Petrified  Trees  have  been  found  in  a bog  at  Waterford,  Yt.  In  two  instances,  one 
huge  pine  stump  was  found  resting  upon  another,  indicating  that  tlie  latter  tree  grew 
after  the  first  had  fallen,  the  seed  having  been  deposited  on  its  stump. 

The  Spirit  op  Christ. — A native  Christian  near  Allahabad,  India,  made  over  his 
farm  to  his  son,  bought  a camel,  loaded  it  with  Christian  books,  and  started  at  his  own 
charges  for  the  wild  deserts  of  Rajpootna,  to  spread  the  gospel  among  people  who  had 
never  seen  a Christian. 

The  number  of  Horses  now  in  the  United  States  will  fall  little  short  of  eight  mill- 
ions in  the  aggregate,  representing  in  money  value  the  enormous  sum  of  upwards  of 
$2,600,000,000  ; more  than  the  whole  gross  amount  of  the  gold  of  California,  and  probably 
of  the  world,  during  the  time  that  has  been  occupied  in  raising  these  animals. 

Everywhere  we  see  the  farmer  multiplying  his  hands  a hundred-fold  by  cunning 
machines.  In  the  last  eight  years  before  the  war  more  than  two  hundred  different  patents 
for  mowers  and  reapers  alone  were  granted  in  the  United  States,  and  the  farmers  can  do 
twice  as  much  work  with  the  same  number  of  teams  and  men  as  they  could  fifty  years 
ago. 

In  Siberia,  during  the  winter,  milk  is  bought  and  sold  in  a frozen  state,  and  can  be 
carried  for  a long  period  in  a simple  bag.  When  required  for  use,  the  requisite  quantity 
is  chopped  off  with  a hatchet  or  sheath-knife,  and  thawed  as  needed. 

The  Effect  op  Forests  upon  Rainfall.— It  is  a popular  belief  that  forests  attract 
rain,  and  that  their  removal  tends  to  diminish  the  annual  rainfall.  Professor  Henry  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  declares,  however,  that  the  meteorological  observations  of  the 
last  twenty  years  have  shown  nothing  in  favor  of  this  hypothesis,  and  that  it  must  be  con- 
sidered unfounded.  We  may  perhaps  seek  in  the  real  effect  of  forests  the  source  of  this 
erroneous  jmpular  belief.  Their  branches  check  the  rapid  evaporation,  by  sun  and  wind, 
of  the  fallen  rain  ; and  their  roots,  dead  leaves,  and  soil  delay  its  collection  and  removal 
in  streams.  Hence  the  removal  of  forests  changes  the  character  of  creeks.  Instead  of 
flowing  with  comparative  uniformity,  they  run  dry  in  dry  weather,  and  rise  to  furious 
freshets  after  rains.  This  effect  may  be  abundantly  observed  in  New  England,  where  the 
numerous  small  constant  water-powers  of  former  days  are  mostly  destroyed,  and  steam  is 
generally  coming  into  use  among  manufacturers.  It  is  natural  that  people  who  see  the 
streams  run  dry  which  formerly  were  unfailing  through  the  summer,  should  infer  a de- 
crease in  the  annual  supply  of  rain  ; whereas,  an  equal  quantity  of  rain  falls,  but  the  supply 
is  not  equalized  through  the  retention  and  slow  surrender  of  the  moisture  by  the  shaded 
hillsides.  Theoretically,  indeed,  there  should  be  also  a diminution  of  rainfall  by  reason  of 
the  greater  rapidity  with  which  the  water  finds  its  way  to  the  sea,  where  it  presents  less 
surface  in  proportion  to  its  amount  than  in  surface  streams  and  ponds.  Or,  in  other 
words,  as  evaporation  is  proportional  to  surface  and  not  to  amount  of  water  exposed,  the 
same  rainfall  flowing  in  turbulent  rapidity  to  the  sea,  will  give  back  to  the  clouds  less 
water  than  if  it  lingered  and  were  distributed  in  steady  streams.  But  the  enormous  area 
of  the  ocean  and  large  inland  lakes  in  comparison  with  that  of  all  rivers  put  together, 
renders  this  theoretical  consideration  quite  insignificant.  It  is  mainly  the  sea  and  large 
lakes  which  give  rain  to  the  land  ; the  water  evaporated  at  any  one  place  falls  again,  not 
there,  but  somewhere  else  ; hence  it  is  absurd  to  believe  that  the  destruction  of  forests  by 
affecting  evaporation  could  affect  the  rainfall  in  the  same  region.  As  for  the  notion  that 
trees  possess  a mysterious  attraction  for  clouds,  or  an  unexplained  power  of  causing  tho 
precipitation  of  rain,  there  is  nothing  to  support  it  in  science  or  experience. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  AND  OFFICERS  OF  CHARITABLE  SOCIETIES.  I 

BOSTON. — Am.  Boaed  Com.  Foe.  Missions,  1st  Tues.  in  Oct. ; Kev.  Selah  B.  Treat,  Rev. 
Nathaniel  G-.  Clark,  D.  D.,  Sec’s  ; Langdon  S.  Ward,  Treas.,  Miss,  house,  33  Pemberton-sq. ; 
Rev.  Geo.  W.  AVood,  Sec.  in  New  York,  Bible-house.  Am.  Bap.  Miss.  Union,  4th  Tues.  in 
May;  Rev.  J.  G.  Warren,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  D.  D.,  Sec’s;  F.  A.  Smith,  Treas.,  12 
Bedford-st.  Am.  Ed.  Soc.,  in  May  ; Rev.  I.  N.  Tarbox,  Sec.;  S.  T.  Farwell,  Treas.,  15  Corn- 

hill.  Am.  Teact  Soc.  (national)  N.  E.  Beanoh  ; Rev.  , Sec.,  H.  E.  Simmons,  Dist. 

Sec.  and  Treas.,  116  AVashington-»t.  Mass.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  B.  Hooker,  D.  D.,  Sec., 
35  Washington-st.  Cong’l  Pub.  and  S.-S.  Soc.,  Rev.  A.  Bullard,  Rev.  W.  Barrows,  D.  B., 
Sec’s;  M.  H.  Sargent,  Treas.,  13  Cornhill.  Amee.  Sab.  Sch’l  Union,  E.  Shute,  Agent,  40 
Winter-st.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  C.  L.  Woodworth,  Dist.  Sec.,  5 Pemberton-sq.  Seaman’s 
Feiends  Soc.,  Rev.  S.  AV.  Hanks,  Sec.,  13  Cornhill. 

NEW  YORK. — Am.  Bible  Soc.,  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  Joseph  Holdich,  D.  D.,  Rev.  E. 
W.  Gilman,  Sec’s;  Caleb  T.  Rowe,  Gen.  Agent;  Andrew  L.  Taylor,  Assist.  Treas.,  Bible- 
house,  Astor-pl.  Am.  Bible  Union,  Wm.  H.  Wyckoff,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. ; Henry  J.  Wright, 
Ass’t  Treas.,  32  Great  Jones-st.  Am.  Teact  Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May  ; Rev.  J. 
M.  Stevenson,  D.  D.,  Cor,  Sec.,  mth  Colportage;  Rev.  W.  W.  Rand,  Publishing  Sec.;  Rev. 
G.  L.  Shearer,  Financial  Sec.;  O.  R.  Kingsbury,  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Home  Miss. 
Soc.,  Wed.  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  Milton  Badger,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  B.  Coe,  D.  D., 
Rev.  A.  H.  Clapp,  Cor.  Sec’s  ; W.  H.  Smith,  Treas.,  Bible-house,  Astor-pl.,  Room  34.  Am. 
Bap.  Home  Miss.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  S.  Backus,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Simmons,  D.  D.,  Rev.  E.  E.  L. 
Taylor,  D.  D.,  Sec’s;  J.  M.  Whitehead,  Assist.  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.  Am.  Bd.  Com.  Foe. 
Miss.,  Bible-house,  Rev.  C.  P.  Bush,  D.  D.,  Dist.  Sec.  Bd.  of  Foe.  Miss,  of  Pees.  Ch.,  Rev. 
John  C.  Lowrie,  D.  D.,  Rev.  David  Irving,  D.  D.,  Rev.  F.  F.  Ellenwood,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec’s; 
AVm.  Rankin,  Jr.,  Treas.,  23  Centre-st.  Bd.  of  Home  Miss.,  Rev.  H.  Kendall,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
Cyras  Dickson,  D.  D.,  Sec’s,  S.  D.  Powel,  Treas.,  30  Vesey-st.  Am.  and  Foe.  Cheis.  Union, 
2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  S.  W.  Crittenden,  Sec.  and  Ass’t  Treas.,  T.  S.  Young,  Treas.,  47  Bible- 
house.  Am.  Seamen’s  Feiend  Soc.,  Monday  preced.  2d  Thurs.  in  May;  Rev.  H.  Loomis, 
D.  D.,  and  S.  H.  Hall,  D.  D.,  Sec’s,  80  WaU-st.  Nat.  Temp.  Soc.,  J.  N.  Stearns,  Pub.  Agent, 
172  AViUiam-st.  Peot.  Epis.  Ch.  Missions — Domestic  Com.,  Rev.  A.  T.  Twing,  D.  D.,  Sec. 
and  Gen,  Agent,  22  Bible-house  ; Foreign  Com.,  Rev.  AV.  H.  Hare,  Sec.  and  Gen.  Agent,  23 
Bible-house,  Am.  Ch.  Miss’y  Soc.,  Geo.  D.  Morgan,  Treas. ^ Rev.  Wilham  A.  Newbold,  Fin. 
Sec.,  3 Bible-house.  Evan.  Knowl.  Soc.,  Rev.  H.  Dyer,  D.  D.,  2 Bible-house.  Meth. — 
Book  Concern,  R.  Nelson,  D.  D.,  and  J.  M.  Phillips,  Agents,  805  Broadway;  Mission.  Soc., 
R.  L.  Dashiel,  D.  D.,  T.  M.  Eddy,  D.  D.,  J.  M.  Reid,  D.  D.,  Sec’s,  -T.  Carlton,  D.  D„  Treas., 
805  Broadway;  S.  S.  Union  and  Tract  Society,  J.  H.  Vincent,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  J.  Lanahan, 
D.  D.,  Treas.,  805  Broadway.  Refoemed — Domestic  Miss.,  Rev.  Jacob  West,  Cor.  Sec.,  34 
Vesey-st.;  Board  of  Pub.,  Rev.  J.  Lansing,  D.  D.,  Sec.;  Wm.  Ferris,  Agent,  Thos.  Jeremiah. 
TreaS.,  34  Vesey-st.;  For.  Miss.,  Rev.  J.  M.  Ferris,  Cor.  Sec.,  G.  G.  Smith,  Treas.  Board  of 
Educa.,  Rev.  John  L.  See,  Cor.  Sec.,  F.  J.  Hosford,  Treas.  Soc.  foe  Col.  and  Theol. 
Educa.  at  West,  42  Bible-house.  Am.  Miss.  Asso.,  Rev.  George  Whipple,  and  Rev.  M.  E. 
Strieby,  Sec’s  ; Edgar  Ketchum,  Treas.,  59  Reade-st.  N.  Y.  State  Col.  Soc.,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Pinney,  LL.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.,  I.  T.  Smith,  Treas.,  42  Bible-house.  Amee.  Sab.  Sch’l  Union, 
F.  H.  Wisewell,  Sec.,  G.  S.  Scofield,  Agent,  8 and  10  Bible-house.  New  Yoek  Sab.  Com., 
Rev.  W W.  Atterbury,  Sec.,  37  Bible-house. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Penn.  Beanch  Am.  Teact  Soc.,  1408  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  Thissell, 
Dist.  Sec.  and  Supt.  Colp.  Am.  S.-S.  Union,  S.  A.  AUibone,  Editor;  A.  Kirkpatrick,  Supt., 
1122  Chestnut-st.  Gen.  Assem.  Boaeds — Education,  907  Arch-st.,  Rev.  W.  Speer,  D.  D., 
Cor.  Sec.,  Wm.  Main,  Treas.  Publication,  1334  Chestnut-st.,  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  D.  D.,  Cor. 
Sec.;  Rev.  John  W.  Dulles,  D.  D.,  Ed.  Sec.;  Peter  Walker,  Pub.  Periodicals;  Winthrop  Sar- 
gent, Super,  of  Colp.  and  Treas. ; John  A.  Black,  Bus.  Sup’t. ; Am.  Bap.  Pub.  Soc.,  630  Arch- 
st. ; Rev.  B.  Grifiith,  Sec.  Penn.  Bible  Soc.,  701  Walnut-st.,  Joseph  H.  Dulles,  Cor.  Sec. 
Phila.  Bible  Soc.,  Thos.  Mackellar,  Cor.  Sec.  Phila.  Educa.  Soc.,  Rev.  Charles  Brown, 
Cor.  Sec.,  also  Relief  foe  Dis.  Ministees,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Luth.  Bd.  of  Pub.,  42  North 
Ninth-st.,  Rev.  E.  W.  Hutter,  D.  D.,  Cor.  Sec.  Am.  Boaed  of  Com.  foe  Foe.  Mis.,  Rev. 
John  McLeod,  Sec.,  1334  Chestnut-st.  Ref.  Ch.  Pub.  Boaed,  54  N.  Sixth-st.,  Rev.  S.  R. 
Fisher,  D.  D.,  Treas. ; J.  David  Miller,  Bus.  Agent.  Dom.  Miss.  Ref.  Ch.  in  U.  S.,  64  N. 
Sixth-st.;  Rev.  B.  Bausman,  A.  M.,  Pres.,  Rev.  G.  B.  Russell,  Sec.;  Charles  Santee,  Treas. 
Foe.  Miss.  Ref.  Pees.  Ch.,  636  North  Seventeenth-st. ; Rev.  S.  O.  Wylie,  Chairman. 

YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  FRIENDS.— New  England,  Newport,  R.  I.,  Second  day  after  2d 
Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo.  New  Yoek,  Sixth  day  after  4th  First  day  in  Fifth  mo.  Phil.,  third 
Second  day  in  Fourth  mo.  Baltimoee,  Seventh-day  preced.  last  Second  day  but  one  in 
Tenth  mo.  Noeth  Caeolina,  New  Garden,  Guilford  Co.,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in 
Eleventh  mo.  Ohio,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Second  day  after  first  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Indiana, 
Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  on  Fourth  day  after  last  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Westeen,  Plain- 
field,  Ind.,  Sixth  day  preced.  third  First  day  in  Ninth  mo.  Iowa,  Oskaloosa,  first  First 
day  in  Ninth  mo.  Canada,  Pickering,  C.  W.,  last  Sixth  day  in  Sixth  mo. 

MINISTERS’  MEETINGS.— Gen.  Confeeence  in  Maine,  June  24.  Gen.  Asso.,  New 
Hampshiee,  4th  Tues.  in  August.  Gen.  Conven.  in  Veemont,  June  17.  Gen.  Associa., 
Mass.,  3d  Tues.  in  June.  Cong.  Conf.  Rhode  Island,  June  13.  Gen.  Asso.  Conn.,  June 
17.  Gbn.  Asso.,  N.  Y.,  3d  Tues.  in  Sept.  Gen.  Conven.  Peot.  Epis.  Ch.,  1st  Wed.  in  Oct. 
Gen.  Assembly  Pees.  Chuech,  3d  Thurs.  in  May,  in  Baltimore.  Gen.  Confee.  M.  E. 
Chuech,  May  every  4th  year  from  1872.  Gen.  Synod  Ref.  Ch.  on  the  1st  Wed.  in  June. 
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SACRED  GEOGRAPHY  AND  ANTIQUITIES.  By  Rev.  Prof.  E.  P.  Barrows,  D.  D. 
Five  maps  and  numerous  engravings.  In  this  new  and  faithfully  prepared  volume  the 
scholar  will  find  the  most  important  information  on  all  the  topics  included  under  the  title 
furnished  by  the  large  and  costly  works  of  the  best  and  latest  scholars.  Palestine  and  all 
Bible  lands  are  minutely  described;  the  domestic  institutions  and  customs  of  the  Jews, 
their  dress,  agriculture,  sciences  and  arts ; their  forms  of  government,  justice,  and  mili- 
tary affairs;  their  temple  services,  priesthood,  sacrifices,  and  religious  customs.  With 
“The  Companion  to  the  Bible,”  it  contains  almost  a library  in  itself.  Large  12mo.  $2. 

SKETCHES  FROM  LIFE.  Series  III.  A third  compilation  of  this  highly  popular 
series  of  well-chosen  and  well-told  narratives,  revealing  the  great  truths  of  the  gospel  and 
the  manifold  phases  of  actual  life.  Fourteen  engravings.  Square  12mo.  $1  25. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  GOD.  An  eloquent  presentation  of  the  reasons  for  prizing  the  pub- 
lic worship  of  God.  It  contains  engravings  of  thirteen  churches  of  various  styles  and 
sizes,  with  ground-plans  and  descriptions.  Large  12mo,  $1  60. 

THE  SEAL  OF  HEAVEN.  By  Rev.  J.  B.  Jeter,  D.  D.  A well-considered  exhibition 
of  the  experimental  evidences  of  Christianity — its  manifold  effects  and  results  in  actual 
life,  being  the  very  seal  of  God  to  attest  its  heavenly  origin  and  power.  12mo.  70  cts. 

THE  VATICAN  COUNCIL.  Compiled  by  Rev.  L.  W.  Bacon.  A very  concise  and 
clear  account  of  the  origin,  designs,  and  proceedings  of  this  famous  Council : containing 
Archbishop  Kenrick's  Speech^  and  other  documents  of  great  value.  12mo.  80  cts. 

HEART-LIFE.  By  Rev.  T.  L.  Cuyler,  D.  D.  Steel  portrait.  Thousands  will  rejoice  to 
have  these  characteristic  sketches,  with  a fine  likeness  of  their  author.  18mo.  50  cts. 

THE  HEALTHY  CHRISTIAN.  By  Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.  D.  18mo.  40  cts. 

THE  BUGLE  CALL.  By  a Volunteer  Nurse.  No  one  can  read  it  and  not  be  stimula- 
ted to  work  for  Christ.  18mo.  40  cts. 

THE  TEMPTATION  IN  THE  DESERT.  Lessons  from  Christ’s  conflict  and  victory. 
By  Rev.  A.  F.  Dickson.  18mo.  40  cts. 

THE  OLD  PATHS.  By  Mrs.  II.  C.  Knight.  Touching  upon  many  vital  questions  of 
truth  and  duty,  important  to  be  pondered  in  our  day,  and  persuasively  inviting  to  the 
good  old  paths  of  wisdom  and  of  peace.  18mo.  30  cts. 

ABOUT  SPIRITUALISM.  By  Rev.  E.  F.  Burr,  D.  D.  An  admirably  just  and  conclu- 
sive discussion  of  this  delusion,  which  has  such  charms  for  many  minds.  18mo.  30  cts. 

SPEECH  OF  ARCHBISHOP  KENRICK  OF  ST.  LOUIS.  Prepared  for  the  Vatican 
Council,  but  not  delivered.  It  should  be  read  by  all  Roman-catholics  who  would  learn  a 
bishop’s  honest  opinion  of  infallibility.  12mo.  Paper  covers,  15  cts.;  post.  4 cts. 

FACTS  IN  AID  OF  FAITH.  By  Rev.  E.  F.  Burr,  D.  D.,  author  of  Ecce  Ccelum,  and 
other  remarkable  books.  18mo.  20  cts. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  USE  OF  MONEY,  ESPECIALLY  IN  RELATION  TO  PERSONAL 
EXPENDITURE.  By  J.  G.  Wyckoff,  Esq.,  New  York  city.  A capital  article  by  a practi- 
cal business  man.  18mo.  20  cts.,  post.  4 cts. ; paper  4 cts.,  post.  2 cts. 

MODERN  SKEPTICISM.  By  Rev.  Pres.  Hopkins,  D.  D.  The  Address  made  to  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  Convention  at  Washington,  defending  free  investiga- 
tion, but  showing  the  spirit  of  modern  infidelity,  and  how  to  meet  it.  18mo.  Paper,  3 cts. 

CHOICE  BOOKS  FOI\  THE  YOUNG. 

LEONORE’S  TRIALS,  OR  LEARNING  TO  FOLLOW  JESUS.  One  of  the  best  books 
of  its  class,  of  quiet  but  well-sustained  interest,  and  one  that  may  help  many  to  find 
Christ.  Three  engravings.  16mo.  $1  25. 
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EMILY  ASHTON.  By  Miss  M.  E.  Lee.  A pleasant  story  of  perseverance  in  seeking 
the  best  gifts,  of  acquiescence  in  self-denying  providences,  and  of  triumphs  of  grace. 
Four  engravings.  16mo.  $1. 

LUCY  RAYMOND,  OR  THE  CHILDREN’S  WATCHWORD.  16mo.  Four  cuts.  $1. 

AMONG  THE  ALPS.  A tour  through  Switzerland,  where  beauty  of  scenery,  incidents 
of  adventure,  history,  and  romance,  combine  with  examples  of  Christian  charity  to  make 
the  trip  delightful.  Seven  engravings.  16mo.  $1. 

EDNA  HARRINGTON.  By  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Bristol.  A very  pleasing  narrative  of  the 
experience  of  a lovely  young  woman  serving  Christ  in  an  irreligious  liousehold.  16mo. 
Five  cuts.  $1. 

A REVIVAL  AT  SEA.  By  Rev.  Dr.  William  Ward  of  India.  Describing  a work  of 
grace  on  a pioneer  missionary  voyage.  18mo.  3 cts. 

A SUMMER  IN  THE  FOREST.  By  Miss  I.  T.  Hopkins.  Graphically  depicting  the 
adventures  of  a party  from  the  city  spending  the  summer  in  the  mountains — and  how  a 
happy  thought  of  Christian  love  grew  into  a flourishing  Sabbath-school,  and  that  into  a 
church.  16mo.  Five  engravings.  $1. 

TIPTOE.  By  Katherine  Williams.  A captivating  story  for  children,  depicting  the 
sayings  and  doings  of  a group  such  as  may  be  found  almost  anywhere,  and  how  they 
w^ere  nurtured  for  Christ.  16mo.  Four  engravings,  80  cts. 

ENLISTED  FOR  LIFE.  The  value  of  early  resolutions  to  be  ever  found  “on  the 
Lord’s  side.”  Five  illustrations.  80  cts. 

PLEASANT  PICTURES.  By  Mrs.  C.  E.  R.  Parker.  Choice  pictures,  with  narratives 
for  young  children.  Square  form.  65  engravings.  80  cts. 

OLD  SCHOOLFELLOWS.  An  admirable  volume  for  young  people,  made  up  of  graphic 
narratives  of  the  history  of  notable  characters,  related  at  several  social  reunions  of  their 
old  classmates.  16mo.  Seven  engravings.  80  cts. 

WORKING  AND  WINNING.  A record  of  the  experience  of  a young  aspirant  for  “the 
best  gifts,”  her  struggles  and  success.  16mo.  Four  engravings.  80  cts. 

ETHEL'S  PEARLS.  For  young  ladies  and  girls  at  school.  A story  that  will  come 
home  to  thousands  of  hearts.  Four  cuts.  16mo.  75c. 

FOLLOWING  ON  TO  KNOW.  The  steps  by  which  a lad  comes  to  know  the  Saviour 
as  his  Friend  and  Master.  Four  engravings.  16mo.  75  cts. 

JEM  MORRISON,  THE  FISHER-BOY.  16mo.  Three  engravings.  75  cts. 

MILLICENT’S  HOME.  A charming  chapter  in  the  life  of  a pastor’s  daughter  on  the 
romantic  coast  of  Ireland.  16mo.  Three  engravings.  60  cts. 

THE  DUCHESS  RENEE  AND  HER  COURT.  An  historical  fragment,  from  an  era  of 
great  interest.  18mo.  50  cts. 

EVA  AND  BERTIE.  For  the  younger  children.  18mo.  Five  engravings.  50  cts. 

GLAD  TIDINGS.  Twenty-four  pictorial  tracts  in  popular  style.  Quarto.  96  pages. 
111.  cover.  50  cts. 

LUCY  THE  LIGHT-BEARER.  A charming  English  story.  18mo.  Three  cuts.  50  cts. 

LADY  LINNET.  By  Miss  Chester.  For  little  girls.  18mo.  Two  engravings.  *20  cts. 

NEW  ILLUSTRATED  TRACT  PAPERS.  Home  Counsels  for  Mothers  and  Daughters. 
Eight  numbers,  each  4 pages  8vo,  with  large  engravings.  15  copies  for  5 cts.;  100  copies 
30  cts.  No  discount.  Postage  8 cts.  a hundred. 

PEI^IODICALS. 

THE  AMERICAN  MESSENGER,  a monthly  newspaper  at  25  cents  a year  ; five  copies 
to  one  address,  $1;  twenty  copies,  $3  50;  forty  copies,  $6.  Announces  new  publications. 

THE  BOTSCHAFTER,  or  Messenger  in  German.  Terms  the  same  as  the  Messenger. 

THE  CHILD’S  PAPER,  beautifully  illustrated;  at  eight  copies  for  $1;  forty  copies,  $5; 
one  hundred  copies,  $12. 

THE  MORNING  LIGHT,  an  illustrated  monthly  for  beginners.  Terms  the  same  as 
those  of  the  Child’s  Paper. 

THE  DEUTSCHER  VOLKSFREUND,  a new  weekly  family  journal,  $2  a year;  twenty 
copies  for  $32.  Single  numbers  5 cents  each. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  CHRISTIAN  WEEKLY,  a new  and  beautiful  pictorial  paper  for 
home  and  Sabbath  reading.  Terms  6 cents  a single  number;  $2  a year;  20  copies  for  $35. 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  FAMILY  CHRISTIAN  ALMANAC,  1873.  10  cents  single,  $1  per 
dozen,  $7  a hundred,  $60  a thousand.  Postage,  two  cents  each  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 


ENCKE’S  COMET. 


This  little  comet,  the  nearest  to  the  Sun  in  average  distance,  and  consequently  the 
most  frequent  in  its  periodical  appearances  of  all  that  have  been  observed  by  astronomers, 
has  been  on  hand  again.  Professor  Young  of  Dartmouth  writes  in  the  “Boston  Journal 
of  Chemistry  ” that  its  diameter  is  between  forty  and  fifty  thousand  miles  ; that  he  saw  it 
on  December  1 pass  centrally  over  a little  star  of  the  ninth  magnitude,  the  brightness  oi 
which  was  not  apparently  dimmed  in  the  least ; showing,  like  other  similar  observations, 
that  the  substance  of  comets  is  inconceivably  rare.  The  spectroscope  shows  it  to  be  gas- 
eous, and  probably  gaseous  only.  The  spectrum  indicates  carbon.  Like  the  most  of  the 
smaller  comets,  it  carries  its  tail  before  it  in  approaching  the  Sun. 

The  doctrine  of  a resisting  medium  filling  the  interplanetary  spaces  was  deduced  by 
Encke,  with  much  laborious  calculation  and  able  reasoning,  from  the  observed  gradual 
shortening  of  the  periods  of  this  comet,  which  he  averred  could  not  be  accounted  for  by 
any  known  action  of  the  planets.  The  frequency  of  its  returns,  which  occur  in  a little 
less  tlian  three  years  and  four  months,  makes  the  phenomena  of  retardation  compara- 
tively easy  to  determine ; but  the  most  modern  and  the  most  accurate  observations  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  discussed  with  reference  to  this  point.  Professor  Young  says  the 
other  comets  show  notliing  similar  as  yet,  and  that  the  whole  question  needs  investiga- 
tion. 


STATISTICS. 

From  late  Census  Statistics  it  appears  that  the  total  real  and  personal  property  of 
the  United  States  was  $30,008,518,507  in  1870,  as  against  $16,159,616,068  in  1860,  and 
$7,135,780,228  in  1850. 

The  principal  States  of  Europe,  with  a population  of  more  than  25,000,000,  are  : 
Russia,  71,000,000  ; Germany,  40,000,000  ; France,  36,500,000  ; Austro-Hungary,  36,000,000  ; 
Great  Britain,  32,000,000,  and  Italy,  26,500,000 ; their  total  population  is  therefore  four- 
fifths  of  that  of  the  whole  of  Europe.  A century  ago,  before  the  partition  of  Poland,  the 
great  powers  only  possessed  one-half  of  the  then  population  of  Europe,  thus : Russia, 
18,000,000;  Austria,  17,000,000  ; Prussia,  5,000,000  ; England,  12,000,000  ; France,  26,000,- 
000  : total,  80,000,000. 

There  is  a curious  coincidence  in, the  debts  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Massa- 
chusetts. That  of  New  York  is  $29,482,705  ; that  of  Massachusetts  is  $29,660,364  ; while 
that  of  Pennsylvania  is  reported  as  “nearly  $29,060,000.” 

War  the  Waster.— In  the  fifteen  wars  in  which  England  has  been  engaged  since  the 
accession  of  William  III.,  in  1688,  the  increased  outlay  for  military  and  naval  expendi- 
tures caused  by  actual  war  has  been  £1,235,741,209,  or  nearly  $6,200,000,000.  What  if  that 
sum  had  been  devoted  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  elevation  of  her  degraded  poor  ! 

The  Census  shows  the  population  of  Greece  to  be  a little  less  than  a million  and  a half. 
The  largest  city  is  Athens,  with  less  than  45,000  inhabitants. 

The  French  Language  has  about  32,000  words,  the  Spanish  30,000,  the  Italian  35,000, 
.4,nd  the  English  40,000. 

Life  and  Death.— It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  rate  of  mortality  is  lower  in  the 
Old  World  than  in  the  New.  Statistics,  however,  show  that  in  Europe  the  annual  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  1 in  every  42  inhabitants,  but  jn  this  country  it  is  1 in  every  81.  In  the 
Gulf  states  the  average  yearly  proportion  of  deaths  is  1 to  every  63  ; in  New  England,  1 
to  68  ; in  the  Southern  states,  1 to  70  ; in  the  Atlantic  and  Mississippi  Valley  states,  1 to 
80  ; in  the  Western  states,  1 to  81 ; in  the  Middle  states,  1 to  88  ; in  the  Pacific  states,  1 to 
115 ; in  the  Northwestern  states,  1 to  120.  The  apparent  advantage  of  America  over 
Europe,  and  of  our  Western  states  over  our  Eastern,  may  be  ascribed  in  part  to  the  West 
absorbing  so  much  young  and  vigorous  population  from  the  East. 

The  Churches  of  New  York.— According  to  the  late  census,  there  arc  447  churches 
in  New  York  city,  having  344  church  edifices  capable  of  holding  289,900  persons,  the  total 
value  of  the  church  property  being  $73,421,000.  Of  this  the  marshal  estimates  the  prop- 
erty held  in  the  name  of  the  Catholic  archbishop  of  the  forty  Roman-catholic  churches  to 
be  worth  $50,000,000.  The  vicar-general  refused  to  state  its  wortlu 


MEMORANDA  FOR  1873. 


Jan.  1,  Circumcision;  5,  2d  Sund.  aft.  Christmas;  6,  Epiphany;  12,  1st  Siind.  aft.  Epiph. , J 
19,  2d  Sund.  aft.  Epiph.  ; 25,  Conver.  of  St.  Paul;  26,  3d  Sund.  aft,  Epiph.  Feb.  2,  4th  .*nnid!  ^ 
aft.  Epiph.  and  Purif.  Virgin  Mary;  9,  Septuagesima  Sund.;  16,  Sexagesima  Sund.;  23",  Quin-  Jj 
quagesinia  Sund. ; 24,  St.  Matthias ; 26,  Ash-Wednesday.  Mabch  2,  1st  Sund.  in  Lent ; 9,  2d  ]1 
Sund.  in  Lent;  16,  3d  Sund.  in  Lent;  23,  4th  Sund.  in  Lent ; 25,  Annun.  of  Virgin  Mary;' 30, 

5tli  Sund.  in  Lent.  Apuil  6,  6th  Sund.  in  Lent;  7,  Mon.  bef.  Easter;  8,  Tues.  bef.  Ea.ster;  9* 
Wed.  bef.  Easter;  10,  Holy  Thursday;  11,  Good  Friday;  12,  Easter-even;  13,  Easter-day;  14, 
Mon.  in  Easter- week ; 15,  Tues.  in  Easter- week;  20,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Easter;  25,  St.  Mark:  27,  2d  * 
Suiid.  aft.  Easter.  May  1,  Sts.  Philip  and  James;  4,  3d  Sund.  aft.  Easter;  11,  4th  Sund.  ait. 
Easter;  18,  5th  Sund.  aft.  Easter ; 22,  Ascension-day;  25,  Sund.  aft.  Ascension.  June  1^  Whit-  <S 
Sunday;  2,  Mon.  in  Whitsun-week ; 3,  Tues.  in  Whitsun- week ; 8,  Trinity-Sunday;  11,  St.  Bar- 
nabas; 15,  1st  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 22,  2d  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 24,  Nativ.  St.  John  Baptist;  29,  3d  < 
Sund.  aft.  Trin.  and  St.  Peter.  July  6,  4th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  13,  5th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  ;;|20,  6th 
Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  25,  St.  James;  27,  7th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  Aug.  3,  8th  Sund.  aft.  Trin. ; 10,  9th  <•> 
Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  17,  10th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  24,  11th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.  and  St.  Bartholomew;  31, 

12th  ^und.  aft.  Trin.  Sept.  7,  13th  Sund.  aft  Trin.;  14,  14th  Sund.  aft  Trin.;  21,  15th  Sund.  < 

aft.  Trin.  and  St  Matthew;  28,  IGth  Sund.  aft  Trin.;  29,  St  Michael  and  All  Angels.  Oct.  5, 

17th  Sund.  aft  Trin. ; 12,  18th  Sund.  aft  Trin. ; 18,  St.  Luke  the  Evangelist;  19,  19th  Sund.  aft  <; 

Trin. ; 26,  20th  Sund.  aft  Trin. ; 28,  Sts.  Simon  and  Jude.  Nov.  1,  All-Saints-day;  2,  21st  Sund. 
aft  Trill.;  9,  22d  Sund.^ft  Trin.;  16,  23d  Sund.  aft  Trin.;  23,  24th  Sund.  aft.  Trin.;  30,  Ad-  < 
vent  Sunday  and  St  Andrew.  Dec.  7,  2d  Sund.  in  Advent;  14,  3d  Sund.  in  Advent;  21,  4th 
Sund.  in  Advent  and  St  Thomas;  25,  Christmas  ; 26,  St  Stephen  ; 27,  St  John  the  Evan. ; 28,  x 
Sund.  aft.  Christmas  and  Holy  Innocents.  ^ 


RATES  OF  POSTAGE. 

Letters,  prepaid  by  stamps,  3 cts.  each  h oz.  or  fraction  thereof,  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States;  forwarded  to  another  Post-office  without  charge,  on  request  of  the  person  addressed;  if 
not  called  for,  returned  to  the  writer  free,  if  endorsed  with  that  request.  If  the  stamp  is  omit- 
ted, the  letter  is  forwarded  to  the  Dead-letter  office,  and  returned  to  the  writer.  Drop  or  local 
letters,  2 cts.  each  4 oz.  prepaid;  and  all  letters  and  papers  delivered  in  cities  free  of  charge. 
New  Stamped  Postal  Cards,  furnished  only  by  government,  one  cent  each.  Circulars,  un- 
sealed, with  no  writing,  2 cts.  for  every  2 oz.  to  one  address. 

Newspapers  to  any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  regular  subscribers,  payable  quarterly  in 
advance,  weekly,  not  over  4 oz.,  5 cts.  a quarter,  and  5 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz. ; and  an 
additional  5 cts.  for  each  additional  issue,  dailies  six  times  a week  being  30  cts.  a quarter.  All 
other  regular  periodicals  sent  to  suhscrihers,  1 ct.  for  less  than  4 oz.  Weekly  newspapers  free  in 
the  county  where  issued.  Small  monthlies,  1 ct.  each  4 oz.  to  one  address  monthly. 

Books,  not  over  4 oz.,  4 cts. ; and  4 cts.  for  each  additional  4 oz.  or  fraction  thereof:  prepaid. 

Other  miscellaneous  packages,  not  over  2 oz. , 1 ct. ; and  1 ct.  for  each  additional  2 oz. ; pre- 
paid. *Limited  to  32  oz. , and  so  wrapped  that  the  contents  may  be  seen.  These  unbound 
miscellaneous  packages  include  transient  papers,  proofs,  manuscripts  for  hooks,  cards,  samples, 
cuttings,  roots,  and  all  similar  articles  allowed  in  the  mails.  Money,  from  $1  to  $50,  can  be 
sent  with  safety  through  the  principal  postoffices  of  the  United  States  by  buying  P.  O.  Money 
Orders  : fees,  for  less  than  $20,  10c. ; $20  to  $30,  15c. ; $30  to  $40,  20c. ; $40  to  $50,  25c.  * 

Foreign  Postage.  The  following  are  the  rates  of  postage  on  letters  to  foreign  countries  for 
each  half  ounce:  To  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  6 cts. ; to  France,  Belgium,  and  Holland, 
10  cts.  By  the  North  German  Union  mails,  the  postage  to  Bremen  and  Hamburg  and  to  any 
part  of  Germany  or  Austria,  is  6 cts. ; to  Denmark,  9 cts. ; to  Sweden  and  Italy,  10  cts. ; to 
Norway  and  Turkey,  11  cts.;  to  Greece  14,  to  Egypt  16,  to  Japan  and  Burmah  23  cts.  By  Eng- 
land to  Switzerland,  10  cts. ; to  Russia,  12  cts.  By  the  English  closed  mails  the  postage  is 
about  1 ct.  higher.  The  prepayment  of  letters  as  above  is  optional;  also  to  Canada  and  the 
British  North  American  states,  Avhere  the  postage  is  10  cts.,  or  6 cts.  if  prepaid.  To  the  follow- 
ing, postage  must  be  prepaid:  To  British  West  Indies,  Cuba,  Aspinwall,  Panama,  Mexico,  10 
cts. ; to  Brazil,  23d  of  each  month,  15  cts.;  to  New  Granada,  18  cts. ; to  Peru,  Ecuador,  Bolivia, 
and  Chili,  22  cts. ; to  Sandwich  Islands,  6 cts.  By  San  Francisco  monthly  to  Japan,  China, 
Australia,  Singapore,  New  South  Wales,  10  cts.  To  East  Indies,  10  to  30  cts. 


PUBIilCATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY 

May  be  had  at  150  Nassau-street,  New  York,  S.  W.  STEBBINS,  Depositary. 
BOSTON,  N.  E.  Branch,  116  Washington-st.,  II.  E.  Simmons,  Agent. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  75  State-st.,  O.  D.  Grqsvenor,  Agent. 

PHILADELPHIA,  1408  Chestnut-st.,  H.  N.  I'hissell,  Agent. 

BALTIMORE,  Maryland  Branch,  73  W.  Fayette-st.,  Rev.  S.  Guiteau,  Agent, 

RICHMOND,  914  Main-st.,  Thos.  L.  D.  Walford,  Depositary. 

CINCINNATI,  163  Walnut-st.  R.  F.  Cummings,  Agent. 

ST,  LOUIS,  4 South-Fifth-st.,  J.  W.  McIntyre,  Depositary. 

CHICAGO,  603  Wabash-av.,  John  Fairbanks,  Depositary. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  757  Market-st.,  D.  W.  M’Leod,  Depositary. 

The  Board  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embraces  members  of  fourteen  evangelical  denom- 
inations, united  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  him  crucified,  by  its  publications,  asso- 
ciated with  personal  Christian  effort,  at  home  and  abroad. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D.,  Corresponding  Sec.,  with  Colportaere;  Rev.  W.  W.  Rand,  Pub- 
lishing Sec. ; Rev.  G.  L.  Shearer,  Financial  Sec. ; O.  R.  Kingsbury,  Treas.,  150  Nassau-st.,  N.  Y. 
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